The following is a summary transcription and report of the Public Informational Webinar on
Striped Bass, featuring Angela (likely Angela Giuliano, Maryland DNR biologist) and
Reid (likely Reid J. McLachlan), recorded on March 6, 2025.

The webinar was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to explain
upcoming regulatory changes for the 2025 Striped Bass (Rockfish) season.

l. Introduction and Overview

® Time: 4:48 PM EST.

® Objective: The goal of the webinar was to inform the public—including recreational
anglers, charter boat captains, and commercial watermen—about the mandatory
management measures required by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC) for the 2025 season.

® Presenters: Angela and Reid provided technical data and biological context for the
management decisions.

Il. Striped Bass Population Status

@® Biological Data: Angela presented the latest results from the Chesapeake Bay Striped
Bass Recruitment Index. She noted that while there were strong year-classes in 2011
and 2015, recruitment (juvenile survival) has been below the long-term average for the
past six years.

® Fishing Mortality: The presenters explained that to ensure the stock recovers by the
2029 target date, the fishing mortality rate must be reduced significantly Bay-wide.

I1l. 2025 Maryland Management Measures
Reid detailed the specific regulations for the Maryland portion of the Chesapeake Bay in 2025:

@® Spring Trophy Season: Announcement that the trophy season (historically beginning in
May) would remain closed or highly restricted to protect spawning females traveling to the
upper Bay tributaries.

® Slot Limits: A review of the slot limit (size range) for the summer and fall seasons. The
goal is to protect the large, reproductive females while allowing for a limited harvest of
smaller, more abundant fish.

® No-Targeting Windows: Discussion on the mandatory "no-targeting" periods in the
summer (late July/early August). It was explained that high water temperatures combined
with low dissolved oxygen lead to high catch-and-release mortality, necessitating a total
closure for a period of weeks.

IV. Circle Hook Requirement and Conservation

® Gear Restrictions: A reminder that non-offset circle hooks are mandatory when using
live or cut bait.

® Handling Techniques: Angela provided tips for proper "best practices" in catch-and-
release to improve survival rates, such as keeping the fish in the water and avoiding dry
surfaces.

V. Electronic Reporting (ER) and Data Collection

® Charter and Commercial: Reid discussed the importance of timely and accurate
electronic reporting from the charter and commercial sectors to monitor quotas in real-
time.



@® Volunteer Angler Surveys: Encouragement for recreational anglers to participate in
volunteer survey programs to provide more granular data on catch-and-release efforts.

VI. Q&A and Closing

® Public Concerns: The Q&A session addressed concerns from charter captains regarding
the economic impact of seasonal closures and from recreational anglers regarding the
impact of industrial menhaden fishing on the striped bass forage base.

® Adjournment: The webinar concluded at approximately 6:15 PM EST.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and technical presentation slides, you can access the
Archive.org item here. Formal regulatory notices are posted on the Maryland DNR website
following these informational sessions.




