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The   Trial*   of   John    Hohne    Tooke,+    Clerk,   for  Higlrl 
Treason,   before   the  Court  h olden  under  a  Special  Com 
mission   of  Oyer  and   Terminer,    at   the  Sessions  Housed 

the    Old    Bailey,    on    Monday    17th,    Tuesday    18lh,N in 

Wednesday  19tli,  Thursday  20lh,  Friday  gist,  and  Satur- 
day 22nd,  of  November :  35  George  111.  a.  d.  17914 

JThc  preUfnrntry  proceedings  will  be  found 
iQ  the  preceding  Volume  of  this  Collection, 

pp.  190,  €t  uq.y  and  pp,  13ar>,  ct  icq.\ 

Stumnt  Haute,  in,  the  Old-Bailey ^  Monday j 
t^avember  the  I7th,  1794. 

PRESEKT, 

Lord  Cbief  Justice  E>Te,  I>ord  Chief  Baron 
Micdooald,  Mr.  Baron  nolham^  Mr.  Jus- 

tice Grose,  Mr.  Jusiice  Lawrence  ;  ami 

otberSt  tii»  Majesty's  Justices,  Sec. 

Counsel  for  the  Crotcn. — Mr.  Allorncy  Ge- 
neral fSir  Jolin  Scott,  afterwards  Lord  Chan-' 

cellor  Eldon];  Mr.  Solicitor  General  [SirJohrt' Mittbrd,  afterwards  I^rtl  Redc^d^lc  and  Lordly 

Chancellor  of  Ireland];  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair;* 
Mr.  Bearcroft;  Mr.  Bower;  Mr.  Law  [after- ?j 
wards    Lord   Ellenborou^h   and   Lord  ChiefH 

Justice  of  the  Conn  of  Kiiig^a  Bench] ;  Mr.-| 
Garrow    [afterwards,    successively,  Solicitor' 
General,  Attorney  General,  and  a  Baron  ol 

the  Exchequer];*  Mr.   Wood    fafterwards  a 
Baron    of   the    Exchequer] ;    lion,    Spencer* 

•  Tmken  in  short-hand,  by  Joseph  Gurney. 
t  Sec  his  Trml  for  a  Seditious  Libel,  anli^ 

Vol.  '10,  p.  65L 
I  to  "  Memoirs  of  John  Home  Tooke,  in- 
ter ip*  fsc<l  With  original  documents  ;  by  Alrx- 
5  iciis,  e>q.  of  the  IJonuunible  So- 

.    Middle  Temple,"  I  find  the  fol- 
Lvnu^  lurrativc  ;  which,  as  it  is  stated  to  pro- 
ttftl  irimi  ̂ *  [nfurinatiun  obtained  by  mean** 

r^ons  chiefly  interested  on  the 

k."  is  not  improper  to  be  here 

111"  imiurnse  number  of  spies  and 
...  r  Hov,  cu*jiUjved,  were  several  of  a 
order,  some  oj  whom  were  solely  ac- 
hv  /<;*!  :  while  ulhcrs,  who  would  iutve 

1  o(  pecuniary  gratifications, 

r-  ^olcly  by  the  hopes  of  offices 
Au        ,      ihiKiilji.    One  of  the  latter  had  fur 

i''        '  iiltm  lird  himself  to   Mr.  Tooke, 
^  '   visitor  at  Wimbledon. 
1  ict^r  were  calculated  to 
i  i,  hut  his  host,  who 
V  Ay  duped,  soon  saw 

V  ̂ vn^ihis  pretended  dis- 
had  many  personal  fricods, 

in    various  departments   of  government,  lie*] 
i,itotk  discovered  the  views,  connexions,  and'] 
pursuits  of  his  guest;   but,  instead  of  up- 

braiding him  with  his    treachery,  and  dis- 
missing  him  with   contempt,  as  most  othf 

men  m  his  situation  would  have  done,  he  de-**] 
icrmined  to  foil  him,  if  possible,  at  his  owi 
weapons. 

*•  It  was  always  a  maxina  with  Mr.  TookcJ 

in  the  war  of  politics,  to  turn  the  enemy's  c<ii»-l mn  on  themsehei ;  and  no  one  was  ever  more, 
ready  to  exclaini : 

"  Let  it  work, 

Tor  'lis  the  sport,  to  have  the  engineer 
Hoist  with  his  own  petard:  and  it  shall  5^1 

hard. 

Rut  I  will  delve  one  yard  below  their  mine, 

And  blow  them  to  the  moon.*' 
Hamlxt,  Acts,  s.  4. 

"  He  accordingly  pretended  toadmitthesnj^'J into  his  entire  rouhdence,  and  completed  the  j 
ilelusion,  bv  actually  rrndering  the  persoii| 
who  wishctf  to  circumvent  him,  in  his  turn^J 
a  dupe.     Mr.  Tooke  began  by  dropping  re- 

mote hintB,  relative  to  the  ̂ It^u^Vv  tww^  x*: 
B 
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Perceval    [afterwards   First    Lord   of   the 
Treasury,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer]. 

Solicilor, — Joseph  White,  esq.  Solicitor  for 

the  afl'airs  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury. 

of  the  popular  party,  taking  care  to  ma^ify 
their  numbers,  praise  their  unanimity,  and 
commend  their  resolution.  By  degrees  he 
descended  to  particulars,  and  at  length  com- 

municated confidentially,  and  under  the  most 
soleujn  promises  of  secrecy,  the  alarming  in- 

telligence, that  some  of  the  guards  were 
gained ;  that  an  armed  force  was  organized ; 
and  that  the  nation  was  actually  on  the  eve 
of  a  revolution.  AAcr  a  number  of  inter- 

views, he  at  length  affected  to  own,  that  he 
himself  was  at  the  head  of  the  conspiracy, 

and  boasted,  like  Pompcy  of  old,  *'  that  he 
could  raise  lecions,  merely  by  stamping  on 
the  ground  with  his  foot!" 

"  To  comprehend  the  full  effect  of  this,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  situation  of 
the  countr3r  at  that  period.  The  war  was 
deemed  unjust  by  many,  and  was  tlicn  ge- 

nerally unpopular.  Certain  accredited  per- 
sons  had  been  lately  sent  by  some  of  the  so- 
cietiqs  to  France,  and  a  treasonable  corres- 

pondence with  that  country  was  now  sup- 
posed to  exist.  The  capital  began  to  be  in  a 

perturbed  staite;  the  manufacturing  districts 
vrere  agitated;  political  associations  multi- 

plied ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole,  it  was  ru- 
moured, that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 

debauch  the  hoiisiehold  troops  from  their 
loyalty;  and,  by  their  jncans,  effect  a  .change 
similar  to  thac  which  ha4  oeen  so  recently 
achieved  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  by 
means  of  the  Frencn  guards. 

"  In  this  situation  of  afifairs,  the  ministers 
were  of  course  alarmed:  they  could  only  ob- 

tain intelligence  by  means  oi  their  reporters ; 
a  new  name,  first  used  about  this  period^  to 
diminish  the  odium  attached  to  the  word  spy; 
and  it  is  always  the  obvious  interest  of  this 

order  of  men  to  alarm  and  terrify-.  It  ap- 
peared evident,  from  the  concurrmg  testi- 

mony of  all  these,  that  a  crisis  was  ta  be  ex- 
pected; and  that  something  must  be  done, 

to  detect  and  punish  the  authors,  abettors, 
and  instigators  of  the  supposed  conspiracy. 
The  intelligence  daiW  obtained  from  Mr. 

Tooke's  confidential  jriendf  seemed  to  con- 
firm and  to  realize  the  worst  conjectures; 

and  the  cabinet  ministers  accordingly  deemed 
themselves  justified  in  adopting  measures 
correspondent  with  the  urgency  of  the  oc- 
casion. 

"  It  was  in  this  perplexing  state  of  affairs, 
that  a  letter  was  intercepted,  of  so  serious  and 
alarming  a  nature,  as  to  appear  to  give  cer- 

tainty to  supposition,  and  set  doubt  itself  at 
defiance.  It  was  written  by  the  reverend  Je- 

remiah Joyce,  a  person  of  fair  character  and 
good  education ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  an 
active  and  intelligent  member  of  the  Consti- 

tutional Society.  This  gentleman,  who  was 
then  employed  in  ediicatmg  the  children  of 
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Counsel  for  the  Prisoner  assigned  bjf  ik€ 
Court. —The  lion.  Thomas  Erskine  [after- 

wards Lord  Chancellor  Erskine];  Mr.  Gibbs 
[afterwards,  successively,  Lord  Chief  Baron 

lord  Stanhope,  was  known  to  visit  and  to  cor- 
respond with  the  politician  of  Wimbledon;  a 

man,  long  considered  as  the  "  master  spirit,^' who  brooded  over  those  treasons  now  about 
to  be  disclosed. 

"  The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  por- tentous note : 
"  '  Dear  Citizen, 

"  '  Tliis  morning,   at  six  o*clock,  citizen 
*  Hardy  was  taken  away,  by  order  from  the 
*  secretary  of  state's  office :  they  seized  every 
'  thing  thc^  could  lay  hands  on. — Query,  is 
*  it  possible    to   get  ready   by  Thursday? 
*  Yours,  J.  Joyce.* 

"  On  the  receipt  of  this  terrific  epistle,  mi- 
nisters instantly  took  the  alarm;  and,  as  a 

specific  day  was  supposed  to  be  actually  in- 
dicated for  an  insurrection,  it  was  determined 

to  anticipate  that  event.  Accordingly  all  the 
avenues  to  Mr.  Tooke's  house  were  instantly 
watched;  and  his  carriage  was.  followed  next 
morning  to  the  city.  Soon  after  he  had  sat 
down  to  dinner,  at  the  house  of  a  gentleman, 
I  in  Spital-square,  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was 
■sent to  that  quarter;  and,  in  the  course  of 
the  ailernoon,  a  troop  of  light  horse  passed 
by  the  windows  of  the  apartment  in  which 
he  hapjiened  to  sit.  He  liimself  was  seized 
by  a  warrant  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  May, 
1791,  and  conveyed  a  prisoner  to  town. 

**  No  sooner  did  Mr.  Tooke  perceive  his 
commitment  to  be  inevitable,  than  his  mind, 
perfectly  at  ciisc  rcspcctinj;  liis  own  fate,  was 
entirely  occupied  ahuut  the  care  and  preser- 

vation of  lus  daughters.  He  accordingly 
transmitti'd  the  following  letter  to  a  lady  on 
whoi^c  prudence  and  discretion  he  could  im- 

plicitly rely ; 
"  Whitehall,  May  17,  1794. •**  Dear  Madam  ; 

*  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to,gi> 
*  to  my  house  at  Wimhiedon,  for  a  short  time, 
*  to  accompany  my  poor  girls  in  my  absence. 
'  I  am  in  custody,  by  order  of  tlie  secretary 
,  of  state,  and  cannot  return.    The  gcntle- 
*  man  who  brings  this  note  will  accompany 
*  you  this  evening  to  Wimbledon.    You  will 
*  very  greatly  oblige  me  by  this  act  of  kind- 
*  ncss.    Your  most  obedient  servant, 

*  J.  HoBNE  Tooke.' 

"  Soon  af\er  this  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
Tower,  with  the  formalities  usually  observed 
in  respect  to  those  who  are  detained  on 
suspicion  of  treason. 
"In  this  fortress,  which,  in  the  course  of 

our  early  history,  iiad  witnessed  so  numy  acts 
of  violence,  outrage,  andnuirder,  Mr.  Took* 
was  confined,  a  close  prisoner,  for  mwob^ 
months.    During  a  coaiideiiblt.  iwrtioii-  oC 



oflhr}  ChicfJiisticfSoflhc 

Cetirt 

Auitimmt    CtMi»nf^--Mr.   nampjcr    [after- 

f»  «  JtKige  itt'  the  Couit  ai  Kiog*;*  Drjich]; u  Felix  Vaughon,  Mr.  Gurnev. 

. — Messrs.  George  and  Itonitiiue, 
krksoa«  of  E^sex-strcfl. 

II1&  pcritxl^  he  was  ficharrtd  trotn  mn,  ink, 
aniT  11.1  II*  r     iitiil  n>»  one  sva^  suftcri'd  to  have 

liim  except  the  j.tilon, 
-f  icgriLe  of  relaxation  look 
\km<i  iUiU  liii*  U^l  Uccoine  abHoluicl>  neccs- 
SifT,  in*^rH,  on  rrcfonn!  of  lii^.  Iicalltj,  which 
r  1  alteiuhmcc.      He 

Lo  Irausuiil  ii  teltcr, 

lUis  i-uLM'-tt,   \*J  Un-  privy  couiu-il ;  and, trij  al  the  same  timCf    his    frlenrl   Mr. 
.-u»h-~   .1  -  t    -_   .  .     Vlrc^scd  «iir  Uichard 
FCra  c  From  Ihe  ori;^mal 
eorrcfti  ,-^.^ic  me,  I  am  cmihled 

lo  ifis  J  moht  wiiiiij^'ly  rctalCj  that 
jBTcni  1  iinmctiiate  allciition  to  t!je 
nfy  i\  ition  ;  and  l^ai  an  order  was 
bstaoit^  I    (or  the  admission    of  Dr. 
hanoniui  •-,  *as  ollenas  thcstale 
*«fMr.To»  .1  should  reiulcr  it  proper 

*  wA  ntcesiary.'  To  these  professional  gen- iksnen  wis  soon  afler  atldcd  Mr.  Keutes;  and 

tpefcdvc,  t'  cr  jlkided  to  above, 
warn  fbooil  >  to  cummuntcate, 

b^meaos  m^  'that  he  had 
*  MaK  BOi  s  in  his  hand,  and 
*  ?^^»  H«^  ••=  I.  ..i  1^'happy  to  execute 

1  jUve  to    the  Ikmily  at 

**  In  aiidiuon  co  mctUcal  as^iatancc,  other 
illeDtioiK  were  not  wanting ;  for  the  prisoner 
•awobUined  Uic  daily  service*  of  a  barber; 
ndi  through  this  medium,  was  at  length  gra> 
lUied  with  Ihf  ptrnisal  of  a  morning  paper, 
%iUch  afibrdcd  him  no  small  share  ut  amuse* 

ntnt,  aUhough  he  often  found  iHiu.^tlf  dc- 

•as  !i  hoary  tnittor/  ami  the  '  ring- 
  -"  'Tig  of  cuntpirators,  who  had 

*kMI)  I  to  dcilroy  our  glorious  con- 
*«iiti)(  irch  and  ̂ latc,' 
il  u  freipitnl  opportunities  of 

v\iih    lho'«e   who  h;id  been 
I  at  the  same  time,  par- 

i.ydd,  who  was  bred*  like 
li^  i*j  liit  btit,  and  Mr.  Bonney,  who 

Iw9  ff?»rtl***'l   for  cftme  yrir*  as  a  solicitor. 
'v  simply  !ean- 

.\v^,  and  con- 
■  happened  to 
\v  was  learn- 

li  tii.iv  i"  I.*  iiv  -Mj'j-w    "1,   that  these 

ittletvicws  could  not  fail  tobegrati- 

'•  wa3  entirely  al  a 
I    ition  against  him, 

(  t,  that  he  had  not  committed 
■h  rn\)h\  ht  cnnslrucd  into 

I;  yet  he  did 
Jioccal  him- 

/ 

A.  D.  no*. 

[6 

John  Home  Tookt  sel  lo  ihc  bar. 

Mil  r00KE,—My  lord,  I  de^re,  as  nee* 
sary  for  the  purjiosc  of  my  defence,  that 
may  quit  the  situation  in  which  I  at  present 
srand»  and  be  placed  near  to  those  counsel 
which  the  Court  have  assigned  to  me  for  my 
d6sistance  iti  my  defeiu  e. 

self,  he  might  be  implicated  bv  the  acts  of 
others.  In  this  state  of  uncerlafnty  It*  rnn- 
ccived  an  idea,  that  novel  and  c>*  y 
measures  would  he  recurred  to;  aw  .     1- 
ed,  that  it  was  intended  to  cut  huu  oil  by 
means  of  some  new  statute  enacted  expressly 

for  this  purpose,  liu  wa«i  in  &oriic  measure 
relieved,  however,  from  all  his  embarrass- 

ments and  suspicions  on  receiving  the  collec- 
tion ofpriutcd  documents  relative  to  the  Cor- 

responding Society,  from  which  he  first 
guessed  at  the  nature  of  the  cliargef'  intended 
to  be  adduced  against  him.  lie  now  began 
to  perceive,  for  the  first  lime,  that  Ins  trial 
was  to  take  place  according  to  all  the  custo- 

mary forms  of  law;  and  was  most  agreeabl 
disappointed  on  learning  that  he  was  to 
treated  like  a  common  culprit. 

"  Mr.  Tookc,  about  this  time,  rccelvi 
great  consolation,  and  as^istiiiice  also,  fronl] 
the  company  and  conversation  of  his  nephevvj 
who  was  admitted  lo  visit  hiro,  and  assisic 

h)  the  cu^rangement  of  his  papers.  In  fiai 
weather,  he  constantly  walked  on  the  vvallsi 
of  the  Tower,  and  nothing  could  induce  him^ 
to  forego  that  satisfaction.  Whenever  an  op-l 
portunity  offered^  he  would  rise  trom  the  labJej 
containing  the  materials  of  his  exculpatlui 
and  after  animadverting  with  contempt,  r^i 

thcr  than  indignation,  *  on  the  weakness  aii 
*  well  as  wickedness  of  his  enemies,*  he  rushed) 
out  of  the  apartment,  wishing    'they  had, 
*  given  him  something  to  defenil,  for  he  coutd^ 
*  not  give  his  serious  attention  to  such  ridi- 
*  culous  imputations  as  these  !' 

"  After  an  imprisonment  of  upwards  of 
three  months  in  tlic  Tower,  it  became  neces- 

sary that  he  should  be  transferred,  according 
to  custom,  lo  one  of  the  city  jails,  in  order  to 

be  tried.  One  rcnjarkable  circiiinj.tance  oc- 
curred on  his  removal  lo  Newgale;  for,  on 

his  arrival  there,  the  jailor  positively  refused 
to  receive  him,  no  warrant  having  hccti 
brought  fur  that  purpo*^e.  thi  this  his  kins- 

man relumed  lo  the  Tower,  ami  while  the 

prisoner  sal  in  Kirby's  parlour,  he  ufphcd  10 
the  proper  officer,  for  the  necessary  authority. 
In  consequence  of  the  absence  of  a  clerfcv 
some  new  delay  occurred,  until,  at  lengthy, 

snatching  up  a  pen,  he  himself  drew  up  "iho order  forlhc  commitment  of  his  i»wn  uncle  j. 
which  being  accompanied  soon  alier  with  the 
usual  oihcial  ̂ igualiitc,  he  whh  eiViiblrd  tOi 
return,  and  tr.msftf  the  stippa<.cd  traitor,  froiu 
all  the  comforts  of  a  good  room  and  a  hlaxinj 
fire,  to  an  apartment  and  accominudations  ol 
a  very  different  (tescnplion. 

••  Although  above  gio\mi\,  \\v\%  ̂ o'»^<i%'&t 
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Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  That  is  an  in- 
dulgence which  I  have  hardly  ever  known 

given  to  any  person  in  your  situation  * 
Mr.  Tooke. — I  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  is 

unusual,  hut  I  bc^  your  lordship  to  observe, 
that  every  thing  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 

ceedings is  likewise  unusual.  I  beg  j^our 
lordship  to  consider,  that  the  proceedings 
upon  the  last  trial  will  fill,  as  I  am  well  in- 

formed by  the  short-hand  writer,  sixteen  hun- 
clred  close  printed  octavo  pages.  That  trial 
lasted  nine  days,  eight  days  trial,  and  one  day 
between.  The  nature  of  the  indictment  is  such, 
that  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  guess 
what  would  come  before  your  lordship ;  it  has 
been  equally  impossible  for  me  to  instruct  my 
counsel;  they  cannot  know  the  passages  of 
my  life ;  and,  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the 
last  trial,  the  whole  passages  of  my  life,  and 
those  which  are  not  passages  of  my  life,  but 
are  only  imputed  to  me,  will  be  brought  be- 

fore you :  how  is  it  possible  for  my  counsel 
to  know  those  particular  facts  which  are 
known  only  to  myself?  If  ever  there  was  a 
case  where  indulgence  was  fit  to  be  granted 
it  is  this ;  yet  your  lordship  will  forgive  me 
for  saying,  that  I  claim  it  as  my  right  by  law, 
and  do  not  ask  it  as  an  indulgence. 

Undoubtedly  I  mean  to  show  no  disrespectf 

all  the  true  and  genuine  characteristics  of  a 
dunf^eon.  The  water  trickled  down  from  the 
walls,  the  floor  had  been  just  washed,  and 
the  bed  clothes  were  so  damp,  that  the  mois- 

ture actually  exhaled  in  clouds  of  vapour,  on 
the  application  of  artiBcial  heat.  Such  were 
the  comforts  reserved  for  a  man,  who  had 
attained  nearly  sixty  years  of  aze,  was  op- 

pressed by  misfortunes,  ovcn^'helraed  by  dis- 
ease, and  doomed  to  stand  a  trial  for  his  life 

and  fortune  V'— Stephens's  Life,  of  Home  Tooke, 
Vol.  2,  p.  115—125,  ed.of  1813. 

•  Sec  in  this  Collection  the  case  of  Hu{;- 
gins.  Vol.  17,  pp.  311,  315,  and  the  case  of 
Bambridge,  p.  387,  of  the  same  Volume. 

t  In  the  "  Memoirs  of  John  Home  Tooke, 
by  Alexander  Stephens,  esa."  I  observe  a  do- 

cument, the  tenor  of  whicn  is  somewhat  in* 
consistent  with  the  profession  here  uttered 
by  that  extraordinary  person.  It  is  not  un- 

reasonable to  suppose  that  the  acquittal  of 
Hardy  operated  powerfully  to  alter  the  <le- 
meanoui  which  Home  Toi»ke  had  originally 
intended  to  assume  on  the  present  occasion : 
His  principles  probably  remained  the  same. 
I  insert  this  durmnent,  such  as  it  is,  accom- 

panied by  the  rcHexions  of  the  biographer : 
"On  the  arraignment  of  the  prisoners  at  the 

Old  Bailey,  Mr.  Tooke,  whose  suspicions  ap- 
pear to  have  been  a^ain  aroused  by  the  late 

charge  to  the  i;rand  jury,  had  determined  to 
address  the  Cojirt,  in  a  speech  condemning 
some  of  the  principles  there  laid  down,  and 
attacking  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 

presidingjudiTc  him^iclf.  His  sentiments  were 
carefully  committed  to  writing;  and  I  am 
enabled  here  to  insert  a  correct  copy^  from 
the  oniy  doaimcni  now  in  existence. 

to  any  one  at  this  time,  when  it  is  my  interest 
to  conciliate  all ;  but  I  cannot  help  saying, 
that  if  I  were  a  judge,  that  word  indulgence 
should  never  issue  from  my  lips.  My  lord, 
you  have  no  indulgence  to  snow;  you  are 
bound  to  be  just,  and  to  be  just  is  to  do  that 
which  is  ordered ;  what  is  not  ordered  I  shaJil 
not  ask,  and  your  lordship  cannot  grant ;  but 
if  you  have  any  doubt  that  it  is  my  right  by 
law,  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  which  is 
best  adapted  for  me  to  make  my  defence,  I 
shall  desire  to  encounter  the  learning  and 

ability  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor- general. 
I  claim  to  be  placed  by  the  side  of  my  coun- 

sel, for  the  purpose  of  makine  my  defence  ; 
and  I  hope  your  lordship  will  believe  that^ 
when  I  say  this,  I  am  not  so  foolish  as  to 
desire  to  give  you,  or  any  person  in  the  court, 
offence,  when  it  is  so  strongly  my  interest 
to  please  vou  all. 
My  lord,  it  is  not  for  a  small  stake  that  I 

stand  here— it  is  to  deprive  me  of  my  life,  to 
beggar  my  family,  to  make  my  name  and  me- 

mory infamous  to  all  posterity ;  so  deep  a  stake 
as  that  may  very  well  overset  my  understand- 

ing :  it  is  very  well  known  that  the  best  game- 
ster?, when  the  stake  is  too  deep  for  them^ 

play  the  worst ;  I  hope  that  will  not  be  my 
case  ;  and  I  hope  and  trust,  if  your  lordship 

*'  *  Mv  Lord;  -The  intentions  of  your  lord- 
ship, and  of  those  by  whom  you  are  employed, 

are  sufficiently  barefaced  and  apparent  to  me; 
and  no  man,  who  has  read  my  petition  to  the 
house  of  Commons,  can  doubt  of  the  motives 
and  causes  of  this  prosecution  against  roe. 
The  minister  pledged  himself  solemnly  to  the 
house  that  I  should  be  punished.  And  ihus 
he  keeps  his  word. 

"  *  My  lord — I  have  the  same  taste  of  sweet 
and  bitter  in  common  with  other  men.  I 
love  life.  I  dislike  death.  But  I  believe 
there  never  was,  and  I  trust,  that  I  shall  find 
tliere  never  will  be,  in  my  mind,  a  single  mo- 

ment's hesitation  or  reluctance  to  lay  down 
my  life  deliberately  and  cheerfully  in  defence 
of  the  rights  of  m^  country,  and  I  never  wat 
more  ready  to  do  it  than  now. 

".*  Near  half  a  year  of  close  custody,  under 
many  degrading  and  humiliating  circum- 

stances, without  the  admission  of  any  person 
to  me,  except  my  physician  and  my  surgeon, 
at  my  age,  and  with  my  infirmities,  this  close 
custody  has,  in  some  measure,  impaired  the 
health  and  strength  of  my  body  ;  but  my 
principles  remain  unalterably  the  same  as 
they  have   been   invariably    and  uniformly 
throughout  my  life. "*This  bill  of 

indictment,  to  which  I  am 
now  to  plead,  contains  alleged  matter  (and 
the  only  matter  directed  against  me)  as  fact, 
from  whence  to  infer  the  crime  of  high  trea- 

son. Which  fact,  if  char|:;ed  upon  oath,  and 
clearly  proved  before  any  justice  of  the  peace, 
or  even  before  your  lordship,  would  not  au^ 
tborize  either  him  or  you  to  grant  a  wariBQt 
of  apprehension  against  the  penon  chufod,. 



to  Mt  near  my  counsel^  that  1  j 
nrevent  a  great  wasle  of  time  to  llie  jury^ 

Mur  loulshin.  and  myself;  for,  I  jid»  certain, 
I  sk  impoi»^ible  for  the  prosecutor  to 
mak  '  dgainst  mc  that  shnM  call  upon 
mc  titt  iti>  liefeDcc. 

•*  *  If  tt  charge  brought  upon  oath  before  u 
niAgistrilc  were,  That  A,  of  the  parish  of  £al-  , 
i»c,  togellier  witn  others  of  the  same  parish^  i 
Lad  co^sEyTED  [mark  the  charge,  consentedI  i 
l^t  B,  C,  and  D»  of  the  said  paris^b,  should 
OMDch  out   therefrom— f and,  if  you  please, 
with  mainr  Sturgeon  at  their  head)  in  order 
lo  me«t  £,  F,  and  G,  of  the  parish  of  Acton, 
ior  ibc  fitiii  use  of  CONSULTING  together  [mark 
the  I  JBJSuLTiNo]  whether  these  six 
per-'  I  recommend  it  to  the  paris^hes 
c(  Emttnfi  and  Acton  to  choose  certain  im- 
known  deputies  to  meet  other  cexlain  mi- 
known  deputies^  from  certain  other  pari&hen, 
lootder  lnat«  when  met,  (if  indeed  they  should 
u^on  8uch  recommendation,  ever  agree  to 
meet  at  all)  these  persons  so  deputed,  hhould 

co»^    ^  ■"   '       oUier  coNsttTATioMJ  whe- 
Itet  or  not  fit,  for  ihcm  to  re- 
COI|Wr>^-    I  i.>«ir.    ..  i^L'COnd     nCCOMMENDATIONj 
Itt  the  different  parishes  by  whom  they  were 
4e|iutecl^  any  and  jrfmt  measures  to  be  pursued 

hi  Itw  piir^ae  of  obt>iining  either  a  modiii- 
CtliiOQ  or  iilU*v};ition  in  the  matters  of  tithrg^ 
w  «  noMtlt^cation  or  alleviation  in  the  matter 

oi poon'  rr'trs.  tjr  a  modification  or  arrange- 
meot  in  1  r  of  choosing  churchwar- 
dmtor  r  ft  lo  parliament .  the  per- 
smmrbo  Lr>ju^,i)i  ttiis  charge,  at  the  same  time 
ackikowk-dgmg  that  oo  such  meeting  of  depu- 
tta  imA  ever  Held  :  that  no  such  meeting  was 
«.vtf  caJIcd  :  that  no  such  deputies  were  ever  | 
^:.-r,iv-.     ̂ nd  acknowledging,  that  he  cannot 

'    iort  of  dcpulas  would  have   been 
tiur  uh;<t   mea*^ures   tliese  deputies 

w 'H'l  iwK>    rf  r -jtiiinended  :  nor  whether  the  j 
f  i:    I       ;  I  ;ijied  them,  would,  after  all, 
^  I  i  '  loiiowed  the  reconimeoda- 

**  I  i^y^my  lord  (and  I  do  not  apprehend 
efcfl^tiur  contradiction),  that  the  charge  of 
«ttcb»eovf<r>T,  and  the  fact  of  cojjiENT  sa- 

tkfiictiM'iJy  proved^  rotild  not  Imvedrawn  from 
my  mm^"  *  r  even  from  your  lordship, 
^WfOni'  eoMon.oreven  a  summons 
•fan'^  ̂   e   parly  ̂ -o   chHri;ed   willi 
•lie.  it  thul  the  umgistrule  (if  he 
*»•  i  ^   ivc  nmn  indeed)  would  have 
lurvt  out  B  Uughmg  at  such  a  charge  ;  he 
woutc!  Itxvr  fuund  it  a  NEW  case,  indeed,  but 
■P^  t   one;  and,  at  all   events,  he 
wo*.!  !'-mi<^5rd  it  with  fontempt, 

id,  upon  &uch  a  cluirge  as 
Ui<-  ^    the  Gerniiin,  and    xMr. 
t'.^ii.  iHMiher  talk  nor  undtr- 
-^Mil  .  much  !«•<  the  tech- 

I  '    !  hill  of  indict* 
I  I  a  others  (out  of 
I'Av,,.^,  ,,.o;  v..  ...^  ̂ ,.^,.-,Mrv. judiciously  col- 
iocitd  bjr  tha  late  ̂ hcriif,  Mr.   Uammcrton, 

I  rome  here  from  a  very  close  custody  of  & 
whole  frummer,  and  a  whole  autumn  ;  I  have 
not,  any  more  than  your  lordship  manysumraera 
or  many  autumns  to  spare  ;  that  cuf>tody  has 
been  attended  with  mnny  degrading  and  many 
humiliating  circumstances,  and  some  inhuman 

paviour  to  the  custom-house  and  to  the  board 
of  ordnance,  under  the  sage  and  humane  di- 

rection of  your  lord{»hip,  in  this  nae  and 
doubtful  case ;  and  with  tiie  pre>»ence,  and  aU 
tendance, and  tuition  of  I\Ir.  While,  the  soli- 

citor of  the  treasury,  who,  though  unsworn, 

was  authorised  by  the  C'onrt  to  altcnd  this 
grand  jury.  1  say,  my  lord,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  the  ̂ rand  jury  have  found  this 
treasury  indictment  upon  which  I  am  nowar- 
raienedlo  stand  trial  for  my  life,  my  fortune, 
ana  my  character  :  at  your  mercy,  who  gave 
thai  charge  and  direction  to  tite  grand  jury 

concerning  new  and  doublful  cast'* ;  and  who 
have  full  before  your  view  the  pension  and 

peerage  of  your  predecessor  in  office,  and  be- 
fore a  panel  of  Jurors  carerully  picked  out 

and  selected  by  that  same  sheriff,  the  paviour 
to  the  custom-house  and  to  the  board  oford* 
nance,  who  picked  out  and  selected  the  grand 

jury  who  found  this  bill. 
*'  '  My  lord— your  lordship  will,  one  day, 

most  assuredly  acknowledge,  that  this  is  a 
very  cxtraordmary  mdictment.  Attended^ 
too,  with  circumstances  that  no  instance 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  the  worid, 

can  parallel. 
"  '  I  appear  lo  it,  however,  with  a  cheerful- 

ness and  a  satisfaction  which  I  am  unable  to 

express.  Because,  however  I  may  be  person^ 
ally  affected  by  it,  the  present  times  and  pos- 

terity will  have  infinite  obligation  lo  the  pro- 
prietors of  boroughs,  who  are  tlie  promoters 

of  it,  and  to  your  lordship.  Tor  all  the  pre- 
vious steps  which  have  been  taken  agamst 

me  ;  and  your  lordship's  charge  and  direction 
to  the  grand  i«ry,  excrnl  abundantly,  in  force 
and  power,  all  other  argimients  to  prove  the 
necessity,  and  to  ensure  the  success  of  a 
speedy  reform  in  the  representation  of  the 

people  in  p.trliHinent. 
** '  For,  under  such  proceedings  as  the  pre- 

sent, {vvlu'htould  never  have  taken  place,  but 

under  such  a  otitic  lA'  min-n'^fnesfntttl ion  as  the 
present) — Ihe  life,  the  furttme,dnd  the  charac- 

ter cfi  no  man  m  this  country,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest  can,  hencclurward,  until  that  re- 
lorm  shall  Lake  place,  remain  lor  one  moment 
in  safely.     lor,  tmul  that  refunu  shall  take 

(dace,  there  never  will  h"  wanting,  lo  an  inso- 
f  nt,  a  treacherous,  and  a  cornipt  minister — 
there  never  wUI  be  wanting  Irfrul  butchers, 
with  their  proper  instruments  in  their  hands 
— Tutw  and  douhtjui  cus<*s — ready  to  explore 
and  to  rake  out  pensions  und  peerages  for 
ihemselvev  from  the  mangled  entrails  of  their 

dying  fellow-trcalurcs. 
"  *  Aly  lord,  my  lord,  things  that  arc  made 

cheap  and  vile  we  never  preserve  with  much 

care  and  caution.    And,  tc%V  ̂ 'qm  ̂ ftVL  ̂&- 
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circumstances,  at  my  age,  and  with  my  infir- 
mities ;  it  has,  in  some  measure,  impaired  the 

b^th  and  the  strength  of  my  body ;  I  come 
to  you  but  half  a  man  ;  your  lordsnip  will  ex- 

pect a  whole  defence,  and  I  do  not  ooubt  but 
that  I  shall  give  you  a  whole  defence,  pro- 

vided you  lurnish  me  with  the  necessary 
meansofdoineit. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JByre.— Mr.  Tooke  you have  beiin  furnished  with  that  which  the  law 
considers  as  the  necessary  means  to  enable 
you  to  make  your  defence;  you  have  had 
counsel  assigned  to  you ;  they  have  had,  or 
misht  have  had,  access  to  you  at  all  season- 
n\&  hours ;  that  is  what  the  law  allows  you. 
You  have  taught  the  court  not  to  use  the 
word  indulgence ;  and  you  have  pointed  out 
to  them  their  duty,  that  they  are  to  give  no  in- 

dulgence. I  am  apprehensive  that  it  would 
be  considered  as  an  extraordinary  indulgence 
if  the  court  were  now  to  do  that  which  you  ask, 
because  that  is  not  done  to  other  prisoners,  it 
was  not  done  to  another  prisoner,  who  went 
immediately  before  you,  who  had  the  same 
stake  that  you  have,  nor  is  it  done  to  all  other 
prisoners  who  do  come  to  this  bar;  and,  there- 

fore, the  court  are  not  permitted,  without 
doing  injustice  to  others,  to  grant  that  which 
^fou  ask  upon  the  ground  upon  which  you 
•skit. 

But  you  have  mentk>ned  another  circum- 
stance that  is  extremely  material,  and  which 

will,  in  my  mind,  warrant  the  court  to  do  that 
which  you  think  they  ought  not  to  do,  to  in- 

dulge the  prisoner.  You  nave  stated  the  cen- 

sured, that  the  individuals  of  this  nation  will 
never  long  consent  to  hold  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  characters,  by  the  preca- 

rious tenure  wi<ich  you  are  now  preparing  for 
them. 

" '  For  my  own  part,  I  have  never  committed 
a  single  action,  nor  written  a  sentence,  nor 
uttered  a  syllable,  in  public  or  in  private,  nor 
entertained  a  thought  (of  an  important  poli- 

tical nature)  which  (taken  with  all  its  circum- 
stances of  time,  place,  and  occasion)  I  wish 

either  recalled  or  concealed. 

<'  *  My  lord,  I  will  die,  as  I  have  lived,  in  the 
commission  of  the  only  crime  with  which  I 
can  be  charged,  during  my  whole  life — the 
crime  of  speaking  plainly  the  plain  tnith. 
And  I  doubt  not  that  I  shall  plainly  prove 
that  I  never  spoke  more  truly  than  I  do  now, 
by  pleading  to  this  indictmcnt^NOT  ouilty. 

"  *  I  shall  surely  one  day  be  tried  by  God ; 
and,  in  spite  of  all  ap})earances  to  the  contrary 
I  will  hope  now  to  be  tried  fairly  by  my 
country. 

"  It  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  have 
inserted  a  copy  of  this  speech  in  each  of  the 
Loudon  newspapers ;  but  happily,  after  due 
reflection,  he  was  induced  to  relinquish  this 
scheme,  and  resort  to  more  moderate  counsels. 

Slephen^t  Life  of  Home  Tooke,  Vol.  S.  p. 
183— 140.— See  what  was  sakl  by  Home 
Tooke,  Vol.  84.  p.  1405. 
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dition  of  your  health,  and  that  in  the  place  in 
which  you  stand  your  health  will  suffer;  the 
Court  has  no  desire  to  put  you  under  any  dif- 

ficulties, they  wish  that  you  should  be  enabled 
to  make  your  defence  in  the  best  way  imagin- 

able, andi  f  the  situation  in  which  you  stand 
is  really  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  your  health 
and,  therefore,  likely  to  disable  you  from  ma- 

king your  defence  in  the  manner  you  might 
otherwise  make  it ;  I  shall  put  it  to  my  Jords 
to  consider  whether  you  may  not  be  indulged 
with  that  which  you  hav«  now  asked. 

Mr.  Tooke, — ^The  Court  will  forgive  me  only 
for  saying  that  if  on  the  footing  o?  indulgence 
the  Court  shall  bot  think  it  fit  to  grant  vniat  I 
ask,  I  hope  I  shall  not  a(\er  that  decision  be 
barred  from  my  argument  upon  it  as  a  point 
of  law. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  jElyr«. — You  must  state 
your  whole  case  upon  any  matter  that  arises 
at  once  ;  the  proposing  it  first  in  one  shape, 
and  then  going  on  to  state  it  in  another,  is 
carrying  us  on  without  end ;  if  you  mean  to 
argue  this  as  a  point  of  law,  to  be  sure  we  are 
ready  to  hear  you. 

Mr.  Tooke, — I  beg  your  lordship  not  to  mis- 
understand me,  I  did  so  mention  it  at  first, 

and  did  ask  it  not  as  an  indulgence  ;  if  y6ur 
lordship  will  be  pleased  to  recollect,  I  did 
mention,  that  if  there  were  objections  I  should 
then  argue  it  in  point  of  law,  thinking  that  I 
am  well  entitled  to  it  by  the  principles,  by  the 
letter,  and  by  the  practice  of  the  law.  I  did 
not  mean  to  change  my  ground,  I  beg  your 
lordship  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  I  excluded 
the  idea  of  indulgence;  I  did  not  mean  to  take 
first  one  ground,  and  then  another;  but  I 
thought  it  possible  I  might  save  the  time  of 
the  Court ;  therefore,  f  left  it  to  your  lord- 

ship to  collect  the  sense  of  the  Court,  even 
upon  the  score  of  health,  which  your  lordship 
mentions,  to  save  time,  and  not  to  waste  the 
time.  I  understood  very  well  that  after  a  de- 

cision I  should  not  be  permitted  to  argue  it, 
and,  therefore,  1  mentioned  that,  but  not]  to 
change  my  ground;  and,  therefore,  if  your 
lordship  should  find  upon  the  score  of 
what  you  call  indulgence,  I  suppose  in  a  dif- 

ferent view  of  the  word  than  I  am  accustomed 

to  take,  I  rather  understand  that  your  lord- 
ship means  you  are  willing  to  grant  it  me  upon 

the  score  of  my  health  ;  in  that  case  I  do  not 
desire  to  waste  the  time  of  the  Court ;  pro- 

vided it  is  granted  to  me,  I  am  very  happy, 
and  shall  b«  glad  to  avoid  the  argument,  if 
your  lordship  will  be  only  pleased  to  give  me 
some  intimation  of  your  opinion. 

[The  Lord  Chief  Justice  consults  the  other Judges.] 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
I  have  consulted  my  lords  the  judges,  who  arc 

present,  they  feel  themselves  extremely  dis- 
posed to  indulge  you  on  the  score  of  your 

health,  they  think  that  it  is  a  distinction  which 
mayauthotiie  thetn  to  do  thtt  in  your  cas^ 

which  is  not  done  in  olliar  < — "  *"  ' — '^^ ' 
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1    what  evidence    was    given 
r  Lord  Chitj*  Just:  of  C.   B. 
1  it  him/    The  case  i$  curious 

ili'>  rr?.orJ  is  short  I  Will  hcro 
miux  It. 

Mien,  ti  C.ir,  :^ur  Chamber. 

J/.'m-m/    J?'A"i*   p<r   iUi   BiahcH  veri*  Dam' taV  He  Jrelamd* 

Henry  Uealine,  together 
1  iccAscil^  who  bfcre  maUce 
!  hrr.  and  mved  to  l>c  re- 

li  the  Juslice!* 
I  he  tUthcr  had 

lu^  wiir,   jiuij   UK  It  upon  he  was 
to  am^wer  it  at  the  Aesi/x-s  ;  and 

I  i,i*-x   iinon  the  BjU  of  ludictmejit 
1    Ignoramus   twice  :  and 

1  having,  for  discovery  of 
t  divers   wilciesses,  they 
:!t  him  by  Proclaroatiou ; 

1  Rrcciviog,  and 
lor  some  words 

1  Uicd  tlicii  in  C  oui  I,  he  did  again 
rocure  the  liord  Angier,  then  Judge 

•uc,  to  hill  '     '         "1  Bu^hcD  over tbenevl  ̂   I  said  he  would 
^-  uiuj  nthcr  evidence 

.  and  hctween  that 

vowed,  he   would 
rueans  he  had,  but 

i)g;ed  ;  und  also  said 
him  to  llcli  Gutcs»  but  he 

[J,    And   to  cflect  that  his  de- 
leearneslly  sohcited  the  lord 
-.  T/^rd  Chunccllor  of  Ireland, 

iiud  %ivQ  his  as*istance, 
:inta2e   would  be  made 

1«   <    UH    U, 

V,  to  It'll  lum,  that  if  he 
I   111'    1,    ll<i      H<-|lll|.r     1j,      t^-yQ^ 

1   the 

goitrn  a  man  of  power 
,  1    It  with  effect.    Aud  at 

iiirn  A^-iJttH  lilt'  deiciRlantthr  l/)rd  hilmal/ock 

bcm^  then  <  'hif  f  Ju'^lJCf  de  Com*  Banco  m 
'«JD<  'T^c  (and  being  as  il i  tiie  inan  of  power 

!  the  sheriff  on 

Cka  Sddsy  1 7  or8  o'clock 
ntiMiiiort)ui^»  ti>  ̂ fCitu  iu(  iuc  Graad'Jury  to 
tbi  odd  Sbenff^s   house-  and  they  being 

Mr.  TooJre, — I  am  very  much  obliged  to^ 
your  lordships,  and  am  very  well  content 

accept  it  &h  induigtiin--  nr  any  other  thini 
Undoubtedly  it  is  v  ble  to  roe, 
very  necessary  ior  ii  i     lam   glad 
save  the  lime  of  the  Lunri. 

brought  iiUo  the  Dinitig  Chamber  there,  he 
caused  atl  persons  whalsm'viT  to  be  shut 
forth,  except  the  Ju/  s  the  Jurv, 
the  Clerk  oltheCr  \,  aud  thV 

defendant  Bealing  uir  t  I'-itcuior  :  and  the 
doors  bein^  shut,  the  Defendant,  the  Lord 
Sar^fii  Id  Viscount  hihmtllock,  caused  a  Ihll 
of  [ndictmcul  to  be  preferred,  and  read  to  the 
Jury  against  Iluslien,  for  tlic  Murder  of  his 
Wife,  and  then  hid  the  Jury  go  together  and 
rtnd  the  Bill,  aud  told  them  they  ought  to  find 
the  Bdl  ;  and  the  Jury  desiring  to  have  9otD9 
Evidence,  the  Deletulant  Kilnmllock  called 
the  Defendant  Bealine,  who  upon  liisOath  tti*I 
Depo.se  only,  that  he  heard  Bu^hen  munkinl 
his  Wife,  which  wa^  all  the  Evidence  they  had^ 
saying  tliat,  the  lord  Sarsfield  told  ijome  im(»er- 
tinenl  Talcs  and  Discourses  of  the  strangeand 
miraculous  discoveries  of  secret  Murderit,  and 
said,  That  unless  ihey  woulil  expect  a  Miracle 
from  Heaven,  they  would  have  no  belter  Evi- 

dence llian  they  had.  And  afterward  Four 
of  the  Jury  refusing  to  find  the  Bill,  tlie  l^>rd 
Sarblield  told  them^if  they  would  not  lindtli* 
Bill,  they  must  attend  him  in  Court,  which 
they  did:  and  one  of  Ihcni  being  asked, 
Whelher  he  was  witli  the  Bdl,  or  against  i 
Bill  f  and  he  answering  ag;tinsl  the  Bill,  th 

lord  Sarsfield  told  him,lie  look'd  for  no  belt 
at  his  hands;  and  lold  another  of  the 

that  was  aj^ainsl  the  Bill,  il  was  one  of  his  * London  frickij,  and  then  commillcd  the  Four 
thai  would  not  find  the  Bdl,  put  them  off  from 
IheJiuy,  and  fined  them  40/.  apiece;  aud 
striking  his  hand  on  his  Brca&t,  swore  by  his 
Honour,  that  not  one  penny  of  their  firtcs 
should  be  reniiilcd  ;  aud  iutmeiliately  after 
cauNcd  the  11  thatyieUh «!  to  find  the  Bill,  and 
Two  others  to  be  sworn  of  a  new  (Jrand-Jury, 
and  they  gomg  together  found  the  Bill  BUtit 
Vera,  And  thereupon  Busrien  coming  to  be 
Iryed  for  hta  Life  by  the  Petty-Jury,  aud  Evi- 

dence being  about  to  be  g.ven  against  him 

he  dcsir'd,  in  re*.pect  of  his  Age  and  Deafnes**, 
and  Ihe  then  Noise  of  the  Glass-Windows,  by 
reason  of  a  present  Storm,  and  the  Noise  ot 
the  People,  that  he  mighl  have  leave  lo  come 
out  of  the  Bur,  and  ̂ tand  where  he  might 
hear  what  Evidence  ivas  given  against  hira, 
that  he  might  better  answer  for  hinihclf- 
which  the  Lord  Sarsfield  unjustly  denied  him. 
And  Bunhen  beine  charged,  that  he  himself 
put  his  Wife  into  her  Wmdmg-shect,  desir'iJ 
that  such  persons  as  did  view  lier  body  af\er 
her  death,  and  did  wind  her,  might  be  heard 
to  discover  the  fruth  ;  the  Lord  Sursfield  un- 

justly denied  tiiatalso;  and  Bu&hea  theu  de- 
siring that  the  Justice  of  Peace,  who  had 

taken  the  Examination  of  the  Busir^ess,  might 
be  heard,  the  Lord  Sarsfield  denied  hiti\  vtAV 
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[Mr.  HorneTooko  removed  to  the  inner  bar.] 

Mr.  SheUon,  the  Clerk  of  Arraigns,  called 
over  the  pannel. 
Ifiyor  Rhode,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Charles  Dizbyycsq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Matthias  Dupont,  gent,   challengen  by  the 

crown. 
Nathaniel  Wright,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Hueh  French,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
WiUiam  Harwood,  esq.  challenged  by  the 

James  Mitchell,  ropemaker,  not  a  freeholder. 
Philip  Godsal,  gent,  coachmaker. 

Mr.  Enkine.—l  mean  to  challenge  Mr. 
Godsal,  but  not  by  a  peremptory  challenge,  I 
mean  to  challenge  him  for  cause. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyr«. — What  is  your 
cause? 

Mr.  Enkine. — A  declaration  made  by  Mr. 
Godsal,  which  1  understand,  we  are  in  a  con- 

dition to  prove  ;  and  if  it  is  proved,  I  am  sure 
your  lordship  will  not  for  a  moment  conceive 
that  he  is  fit  to  sit  as  a  juryman  upon  this 
trial:  a  declaration  made  by  him  not  very 
lightly  neither,  upon  the  second  day  of  the 
trial  of  the  person  who  was  acquitted  in  this 
nlace,  that  if  he  were  upon  the  jury,  he  would 
nang  every  one  of  the  prisoners. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrt. — If  you  prove 
that,  it  will  certainly  disqiudi^  him. 

Mr.  Enkine. — Call  James  Berry. 

James  Berrv,  sworn. — examined  by 
Mr.  Erskine, 

What  are  you?— A  clerk  at  the  Oracle 
office. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Philip  Godsal? — ^I  do 
not  know  him  personally,  unless  I  was  to  sec 
•him. 

Look  round  ;  do  you  know  that  gentleman  ? 
— I  cannot  say  that  I  recollect  his  person. 

Did  you  !»ee  any  person  who  called  himself 
by  that  name  ? — A  person  who  I  understood 
was  of  that  name. 

How  did  you  understand  that  f — By  being 
told  that  that  gentleman's  name  was  Godsal. 

But  you  cannot  swear  to  his  person  ? — No. 
Who  told  you  that  his  name  was  Godsal  ? 

-^A  young  man  who  was  present  at  the  time. 

Request  also.  And  the  Petty-Jury,  after 
going  together,  and  staying  somewhat  lon^, 
toe  Lord  Sars^eld  sent  them  word,  that  if 
they  would  not  agree  and  come  away^  he 
would  carry  them  with  him  next  day  in  a 
Cart ;  and  being  told  that  they  were  all  agreed 
but  one,  he  sent  a  Message  to  the  Jury  in- 

citing them  to  pinch  that  man  that  would  not 
asree ;  to  pull  him  by  the  Nose,  by  the  hair 
of  the  Head,  and  by  the  Beard  ;  and  bid  the 
Jury  make  much  of  him  that  nisht,  and  tliat 
he  would  make  much  of  him  the  next  day ; 
And  sent  that  one  Man  word,  that  it  had  been 
betler  foe  him  to  agree-  A  nd  soon  after  these 
thrwltaiiu|  Messages  delivered  to  the  Jury, 
md  tb^  knowing  the  Usage  of  the  former 

Who  is  that  young  man  P — Mr.  Harman. 
Mr.  Attorney  GeMral.-^yfhett  does  Mr, 

Harman  live?— At  Mr.  BelPs. 
Did  Mr.  Harman  know  you  were  coming 

here  this,  morning? — No:  I  did  not  know 
myself  till  this  morning. 

Did  you  know  what  you  were  coming  here 
about?— I  was  told  by  Mr.  Clarkson  when  he 
sent  for  me. 

Did  yuu  mention  this  thing  to  any  person 
after  you  had  heard  it  ?— Yes. 

To  whom  ? — To  a  Mr.  Brown, 
Where  does  he  live  ? — I  do  not  know ;  I 

was  in  company  with  him  ;  I  think  he  lives 
in  Blackmoor-street,  Clare-market,  but  I  am 
not  certain. 
When  were  you  sent  to  to  attend  here  thb 

morning? — I  received  a  note  last  night,  when 
I  came  home,  from  Mr.  Clarkson,  requesting 
me  to  call  upon  him  this  morning. 

You  callea  upon  him  then  ? — 1  did. 
Did  you  inform  Mr.  Clarkson  that  Harmaa 

was  the  person  who  told  you  it  was  Mr.  God- 
sal?— I  did  not 

Did  you  inform  Mr.  Clarkson  that  you  did 
not  know  Mr.  Godsal  ? — I  told  him  I  bad 
never  seen  him  before. 

Mr.  Erskine. — But  you  thought  you  should 
know  him  again  ? 

Mr.  Goekal. — I  think  my  character  ought 
to  be  vindicated  in  this  matter,  and  that 
man  ought  to  be  punished  for  bringing  this 
matter  against  me. 

Berry. — What  I  fiaid  I  am  willing  to  swear 
to ;  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  represented  to 
the  Court  before  I  came  in. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — You  are  clerk  to 
Mr.  Bell's  Oracle  ?— Yes. 

Are  you  a  member  of  any  of  these  societies  ? 

—No. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Then  I  must  peremptorily 
challenge  Mr.  Godsal. 
James  Huygarth,  esq.  sworn. 
Mark  Hudson,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- soner. 

John  Mandell,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 
Henry  Bullock,  brewer,  challenged   by  the 

crown. 

John  Powsey,  carpenter  and  surveyor,  chal- 
lenged by  the  prisoner. 

Jury,  did,  upon  light  evidence  of  Hear-says 
only  delivered  by  Bealing  and  others,  iind 
Bushen  guilty  of  the  Murder  of  his  Wile,  and 
he  was  condemnp<i  and  executed  for  ttie  same, 
when  as  it  clearly  appeared  she  died  ot  a  na- 

tural death  and  disease  of  the  Bioody  Klux. 
And  for  tliis  foul  Carriage,  the  lord  Sarsfield 
Viscount  Kilmallock  was  committed  to  the 

Fleet  during  h^  majcstie's  pleasure,  fined 
UjQOOl.  to  the  King  and  1,000/.  damage  to 
Burhcnthe  Relator:  Bealing,  Knight  for  his 
raani  'ous  prosecution  devilish  practice  and  at^ 
temptto  get  other  men  of  power  into  his 
wicked  prosecution,  was  committed  to  the 
Fleet  fined  500/.  and  to  pay  SdO/.  damage  ta 
Busben  the  Relator. 



fir  High  TriGSorr. 
Ctpe»,e»q.nol  a  freeholder. 

Tllpltitt«  Rhodei*,*  cuwketpt^r^  excused  ou  ac* 
count  of  Uiuess. 

fikbuti  Ctoll,  banker. 
Iff.  Crx)ft.--My  name  is  Thomas,  I  am 
aunn:  he  name  of  Richard. 

Ulfgh  ,  wij.  challeiige<i  by  the  pri- 
tobet. 

Filward  Antrobus,nota  freeholder, 
lliotnas  Harrison,  cowkeeper,  sworn. 
Julm  Leader,  genl. 

Air.  Leader. — My  lord,  I  have  a  violent 
•old. 

f  ..^^  •"!  lief  Justice  Ej^re. — I  will  excuse  you 
1  >^*iil,  liul  you  mu!sl  not  go  away. 

.  -  1 .  <i<T  cxjcuscd  ou  accouut  of  illDess. 

.J     ;  /,  biscuit  baker,  excused,  ha- 
\\\'^  un  the  triaJ  of  Thomas  Hardy.f 

•  In   Bltncbard*s  report  of  this  trial  1  find 
\n^  account  of  what  took  place  prc- 
Jlnodes  bci^g  excused  : 
KAr>t/«.— I   am  a  freeholder    and 

c  :    1.    ̂ Jer.     I  hope  your  lordship  will  excu&e 
I  -ubjccl  to  a  pain  in  my  head,  that 
be  able  to  attend  ;  lam  subject  to 

;4  .*  *  .f.^i  confined,  l)euig  so  much  in  the  air. 
Ccuri. — That  apprehension  is  loo  distant ; 

cvtrjr  jtiry  man  may  apprehend  that  a  confine- 
ment of  ibi*  kmd  may  injure  his  health. 

J'komaM  Rhodes. — I  hope  you  will  not  think 
me  (tn pertinent,  that  1  must  forfeit  my  fine. 
Couri,— You  being  present  in  courtj  cannot 

ibdcit  your  fixH^ 
TUmmt  RAocfei. — II  is  impossible  for  me  lo 

'.Iv. 

I  fyou  think  not  to  answer  that  on 
a  5.urprised  you  should  not  hesitate 

I  -I   ilii*  in  the  presence  of  such  an  au- 
♦  this. 

iihi^des. — 1  iiavc  declared  that  I  am 

,,':rl  to  a  head-ache. 
t<mri, — Why  do  notyousay  it  on  your  oath. 
Tkomtt*  Hhitdrt. — I  am  very  ready,  if  your 

lordstnp  will  permit. — (bworn). 
Csarr/. — On  ihe  oath  you  have  taken,  is 

your  hr«lth  Mich,  that  von  are  not  capable  of 
fgoms  throtii^h  the  futigiicof  this  trial  ? 

TkomfM  kfmiet, — I  am  confident  that  I  have 
mdi  an  heiid  ache,  that  I  should  be  incapnble 
oflicpUccting  almost  any  thing. 

Court, — I  am  not  c|uite  satisfied  with  your 
ftoiinf'''  -  k->   fifiwever,  you  are  discharged. 

t  i  I  to  be  oolicrd  that  the  merefj/ 
l^^i'  a  HI ry man   in  Hardy's  trial 

why  Mr.  Steinmelz  was 
-  on  the  present  occasion ; 

i  llie"  foUowmg;  extract  from li--".  ounl  of  this  trial: 
**  *iJ*i.vi  Stanuicti, — I   am   a  fre^'holder  of 

Id,  a  yrnx.     My  lurd,  I  had  llie  pleasure  of 
It^ljury,  I   found   my^lf 
ot  Capable  of  continuing, 

I  ■.  .  .  ,     ,,-idl. 
'      f    —  l.ti;.    i.iry  you  ask  to  be  excused, 

*'t   )  I-.    I    ijo   u*»t  wonder  thai  duly  was  so 
I  t-'v>  J,,  vij  affect  the  health  of  «Dy  gentle- 
VOL  .\XV. 
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Robert  Hawkins,  coal  merchani,  excused  on account  of  aj|c. 

Robert  Kilby  Cox,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri^ , 
soDer  I 

James,  Payne,  esq.  challenged  by  the  crown., 
John    Mercer,   mealman,    eiicu>)ed,   having 

served  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy, 
John  liixon,  cooper,  challenged  by  tlie  crOwn. 
Thomas  Saycr,  esq.  excused,  having  served  on 

the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy.* 
Ricliard  Carter,  esq.  excused,  having  served  cn 

the  trial  of  Thoma**  Hardy. 
Thomas  jMatlhews,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Edward  Hale,  gem,  sworn. 
George  Filliugham,  liopfactor,  challenged  bj the  prisoner, 

William  Perry,  esq*  challenged  by  the   prl soncr. 

Riciiard  Gough,  esq.  excused  on  aceoimt  of illness. 

Thomas  Skipp   Dyotl  Buckncll,  cu{.  chal- 
lenged by  the  prisoner. 

Edward  Jennings,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
George  Scweli,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 
Nathaniel    Stonard,    brewer,     excUF^d,    ha^ 

ving  served  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy,  'j 
Samuel  Provey,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Allen,    brewer,   challenged  by  ll 

prisoner. 
John  Baker,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Samuel  Pullen,  gent,  challenged  by  the  pri soner. 

James  Smith,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisonei^^ 

Bryan  Marshal,  gent,  excused  on  account  of illness- 

Joseph  Nichol,  gent,  farmer,  excused, havmg 
served  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy, 

David  Roberts,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- soner. 

Thomas  Smith,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- 
soner. 

John  Charrineton,  esq.  excused,  having  sen'ed on  the  triafof  Thomas  Hardy, 

Thomas  Allen,  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri- soner. 

Andrew  Burt,  esq.  challenged  by  the  crowi 

Charles  Smith,  distiller,  challenged  by  the' 
prisoner. George  Gosling,  esq.  and  banker, 
Mr    Gosling. — I  have  been  summoned  lo 

attend ;    I  do  not  live  at   Twickenham,  nor 
am  I  a  banker ;    there  is  a  gentleman  at 

man ;  U  i»  impossible  that  you  should  be 
pressed,  if  you  declme;  the  Court  will  excuse 

you,  undoubtedly,  if  you  ask  it.*' 
♦  It  appcary  by  Blanchard's  report  of  Ihif 

caM*,  that,  iis  the  reason  for  requesting  to  be 
excused,  Mr.  Saver  declared  that  he  had  served 
ou  the  kst  jury,  that  he  had  been  ill  ever 
suKP,  and  had  not  yet  recovered  ;  a  similar 
declaration  wis  iif icrwards  tnadf;  by  Mr.  Char- 

rington  ;  all  the  other  ̂ r-iUlemen  who,  having 
served  on  the  trial  ot  lloxdy  were  excuse.! 
from  serving  on  that  of  Touke,  were  cxnjscd 
in  like  manner  at  their  oxu  re<\uesU 
C 
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Twickenham  who  is  a  banker  of  }he  name 
of  Gosling,  but  his  name  is  not  Geoi;ge.    I 
am  a  proctor  in  the  Admirajty. 

A\'illiam  NicoU,  farmer,  challenged  by  the 
prisoner. Edward  Franklin,  farmer,  excused  on  account 
of  illness. 

Michael  Henly,  coal  merchant,  challenged  by 
the  prisoner. 

Edward  Champion,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Erancis  Jenks,  gent,  not  a  fpeeholder. 
Joseph  Anslie,*  esq.  excused,  having  senred 

on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy. 
John  Mashiter,  wharfinger,  challenged  by  the 

prisoner. 
John  Dptrap,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Theophiius  Ftitzler,  sugar  refiner,  not  a  free- holder. 

Charles  Turner,  sailmaker,  not  a  freeholder. 
John  Harrison,  gent,  challenged  by  the  pri- soner. 

John  Battye,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
David  Duveluz,  not  a  freeholder. 
James  Stephens,  esq.  challenged  by  the 

crown. 

James  Crane,  esq.  challenged  by  the  prisoner. 
Rice  Davies,  esq  challenge  by  the  prisoner. 
Cecil  Pitt,  esq.  excused  on  account  of  age. 
Isaac  Lucas,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Draine,  brewer,  sworn. 
Arthur  Shakespear,  esq.  challenged  by  the 

prisoner. John  Jenkinson,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
James  Sheredine,  esiq.  challenged  by  the  pri- soner. 

John  Mayhew«  esq.  challenged  by  the  pri* soner. 

Emanuel  Goodheart,  sugar  refiner,  challenged 
by  the  prisoner. 

Matthew  Whiting,  sugar  refiner,  sworn. 
Castin  Rhode,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Christopher  Richardson,  timber  merchant,  ex- 

cusea  on  account  of  illness. 
Jonathan  Eade,  esq.  diallenged  by  the  pri- 

soner. 

*  According  to  Blanchard's  report  of  this 
case,  the  name  of  John  Thompson  was  here 
called,  on  which,  "  A  person  answered,  that 
he  was  cited  to  the  Commons,  and  he  had 
heard  Mr.  Thompson  say  that  he  had  lived 
in  a  degree  of  intimacy  with  Mr.  Tooke,  and 
therefore  he  did  not  like  to  be  on  the  trial. 

"  ̂ Ir.  Tooke — I  have  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Thompson ;  his  family  and 

my  family  have  been  so  for  thirly  four  years 
h^k. 

"  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— [erroneously 
called  by  Blanchard  Lord  Prciw/en^]— It 
must  not  be  understood  that  because  a  person 
summoned  on  the  jury  was  formerly  ac- 

quainted with  the  prisoner,  that  therefore  he 
is  not  to  be  on  the  jury. 

*'  Mr.  Tooke. — I  bielieve  he  keeps  away 
fearfiii  that  it  should  -be  thought  he  should 
act  through  partiality." 

James  Keene,*  grocer,  challenged  by  the  pfi-* soner. 

John  Butts,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Cockington,esq. 

Mr.  Cockingion. — My  name  is  James. 
Henry  Goodwin,  esq. 

Mr.  Go(k/2<?m.~I  am  described  in  the  sum- 

mons as  living  in  Saint  Catherine's  ;  I  do  not 
live  in  Saint  Catherine's,  but  in  Lower  East Smithfield.f 

John  Peter  Blaquirc,  esq.  diallenged  by  the 

prisoner. David  Dean,  cheesemonger,  diallenged  by 
the  prisoner. 

Norrison  Coverdale,  ropemaker,  sworn.. 

Robert  Mairis,  gent,  sworn.  ^ William  Cooke,  esq.  sworn. 
Charles  Pratt,  miller,  sworn. 
Thomas  Druce,  stationer,  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Maude,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
James  Shrapnell,  silversmith,  nota  freeholder. 
Benjamin  Bradbury,  gent,  not  a  freeholder. 
Christopher  Metcalfe,  esq. 

Mr.  idetcalft. — I  do  not  live  at  Bromley,  to 
the  county  ot  Middlesex,  as  I  am  descnbed 
in  tbepanel,  but  at  West  Ham, in  Essex. 
John  Thompson,  brewer,  not  a  freeholder. 
Thomas  Lewis,  esq.  not  a  freeholder. 
Nathanid  Alien,  snip  chandler,  not  a  frae* holder. 

Edward  Hill,  gent,  challcfifiged  by  the  prisoner. 
Cam  Farmer,  gent,  excused  on  account  oi illness. 

*  In  Blanchard's  report  of  this  trial,  it  ap- 
pears that  with  a  view  to  being  excused  from 

serving  as  a  jury  man,  Mr.  Keene  said; ''  I  am 
one  oithe  collectors  of  the  king's  taxes,  and  it 
is  just  the  time  of  finishing  up  the  books,  and 
I  do  not  know  what  the  consequence  may  be 
if  I  should  be  obliged  to  serve. 

*<  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrc—Th^  only  con- 
sequence will  be  tliat  you  may  finish  them 

afterwards. 
*<  Mr.  Erskine, — I  do  not  wish  to  disappoint 

the  revenue  ;  I  challenge  him." 
f  Tills  is  differently  reported  by  Blanchard, 

who  states  it  thus : 
"  Mr.  Goodwin.-^l  beg  leave  to  observe  to 

your  lordship,  that  I  do  not  wish  by  any 
means  to  skrecn  myself  from  the  duty,  but  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  lordships  and 
the  Court,  that  I  am  not  summoned  accord- 

ing to  the  way  I  spell  my  jwme,  nor  in  any 
Elace  where  I  reside.  My  residence  as  a 
rewcr  is  in  Lower  East  Smithfield,  and  I  am 

summoned  as  living  in  Saint  Catherine's ;  I 
spell  my  name  with  a  ̂   in  Goodwyn,  and  it  b 
spelt  with  an  i  in  the  summons. 

"  Clerk  of  the  Court. —IX  is  with  a  y  in  the 

panel. 
"  Mr.  Erskine.—l  object  to  him  on  the  ac- 

count that  he  is  not  well  described  aa  to  bis 

place  of  residence. 
«  Lord  Chief  Justice  %i«.— If  the  ̂  

HOner'a  coumqI  oiyeoU  wecuBot  fbice  him. 
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itn^-  ~  >T%  paper- hanging  maker,  ex- 
Lovt  i '4  a  freeholder. 
IViVL  .  nol  a  trt«holilcr. 

Giiu.*j  I,  t ?ij.  challengcii  by  the  pri* 

A.  D.  17W, 

[92 <cr  Ihedc- 

(Mf.   SMettm  called   over  tlie  defaulicrs, 
rben  Ilcxuy  PuiriGriC^^.  ii|>t>ciircd,j 

tJlr*  ISirrirr,— My  hcaliK  will  not  permit 
tefve  OP  ihh  trial . 

Mr.  JSnfa'ne.— My  lord,  lhi§is  a  ̂ enUcman dfwlioai  I  kiiovt   [loUiing;  und  it  it   is  vonr 

'4  ultimate  jiu);^iicnt  lluit   he  &}j'uuid ihe jiiry»  1  shall  be  (icrlVctly  sutis- 
.^  ;  bill  I  shall  submit  this  iu  the  judgrtif^nt 

^  mt  Court      We  have  cxptndt'd   all  our 
_  In  the  coiiriic  ol"  our  chjillenges DigeDilemen  made  excuses,  which  ihey 

ItJra  to  the  cou&ideralion  of  the  Court ; 
T  liips,  with  your  usual  justice 
in  let  Ihcm  be  excused.    It  v^as 

pOttstlde  tor  my  learned  friend  or  myself, 
for  the  prisoner,  to  know  what 

of  tlie  inquest  would  appear,  nor  what 
that  did  appear  would  be  disqualified 
of  freehold,  or  what  number  would 

:d  for  want  of  health,  so  that  we 
the  necessity  of  acting  as  aupeared 

mt   Hms   moment :  non  amitat^  that   we 

■«|^lDOl  have  chosen  to  challenge  thi^  gen- 
lAlberthan  some  others  that  wc  have 

No  man  certainly,  in  ]m  scni»es, 
Ilea  challenge,  which  h  <^ivcn  upon 
«n  ot-ra^ion  as  a  capital  case:  and 
111  :vc  challenges  out  of  a 

eoI3^  tovc  two  hundred  jurors; 
nu^*  III  IDC  crown  also  to  ehsillenge 

wc   might  not  be  disposed   to 
I  TTf -•  .M.,  ,.  tii.i  T.-.  "I  tn  in  his 

uiK>n  a 
i-         !  *        ,  wfio  had 

':  ol  tlic  Court,  and  was 
« iving  it ;  therefore,  your 

obecstve  UiaL  I  go  on  and  lake  my 

Iff.  ̂ Uttrnty  Grneral, — You  may  wave  any 
mm  of  jour  chttllrngcs,  and  challenge  this 

Mr.  En^  -  is  rather  extraordinary ; 
■fan,  latD  to  wivt  ±  chiillcuge  1  have  made 

iMlcea  §etitieiTi.4n  m  honi  I  have  already 
„^_J?  I  r;ilbcr  would  wish  to  appeal 
inctire  of  forinrr  iimc^,  than  to  o6[er 

loyoorkml^lupauy  cun^t^uctlon  of  my  own 
«y«CI  the  »<atutr  ;  but  t  ciinuut  conceive  a 
■MIS  btfO  cafMs  than  it  will  be  upon  the  prt- 
MD«f,  if  he  b,  affcer  a  certHin  number  ot  jurors 
inil!iD|sii^l^ed,  ttriil  :ire  now  in  the  box,  to  be 
eiAiil  ilDcr  I  j,r  challenge. 

Uymff^v  ,    is,  that  the 
iholi  **vti)Lllie  uiqucat  beiiig 
ti  ''pon  to  assign,  in  tlie 

I  of  the  statute,  caiiM!  fur  their  parti* 

N  UE;es.* 
i  will  lake  it  another  way — wheii  the  crown] 

asMgns  no  cause,  your  lortUhip  ou^hl  to  takfti 
it  that  there  is  no  cau^e  ;  and  am.iough  thei 
indulgence  of  the    law   to   English  subiects, 
who  arc  accused  and  standing  upon  Iridl  ibrj 
their  lives  allows  them,  without  any  cause,  if 
they  feci  any  thing  in   their  own  mind  that  I 
they  cannot  express- — if  even  they  see  in  thai 
countenance  oi  the  pcr^n  somethiti;^  I  hey  daj 
not  like,  the  indulgence  of  the  law  allows  af 
peremptory  challenge— the  indulgence  of  th» 
law  allowb  no  such  challenge  to  the  king ; 
undoubtedly  the  construction  which  the  judges] 
have  put  in  other  times  upon  that  is,  that  thw 

inquest  shall  not  therefore  rem^^in  imlakea;' und  in  this  case  your  lordship  is  pliKcd  ia] 
this    predicanient — cither  you  must    decide^ 
that,    notwithstanding  the    infirmity  of  the' 

juror,  which  lead^  iiiat  to  ask  your  lordship's 
indulgence,  he  shall,  nevertheless,  be  put  inttt 

Ihc  box,  and  ser%'e  upon  the  trial ;  or,  thttj 
your  lordship  shall  call  upon  the  crown  to  «ay, 
whether  there  t>e  any  fouudaiiou  for  Iheir 
challenges. 

SuppKJsing  that  this  should  happen  in  ano* 
thcr  case  (and  your  lordship  will  recoUect^, 
that  if  1  am  over>mkd  in  this  I  must  be  over- 

ruled in  alh,  and  that  the  jury  mu^sl,  there- 
fore, be  filled  up  with  persons  in  tlie  prcdica-j 

raent  I  have  already  alluded  to,  in  this  most 
extraorditiary  species  of  trial,  which  no  maa. 

living,  I  will  venture  to  say,  can  forcj-ee  the 
duration  of,  or  the  inconvenience  that  ths 
health  of  individuals,  even  strong  men,  may 
endure  in  the  course  of  the  trial.    I  t^u♦^t  your 
lordship  will  certainly  think  yourself  bound 
rather  to  call  upon  the  crown  to  as<ii'^n  the 
cauf»e  for  theu"  chaUcn^cs,  than  go  to  the 
other  alternative,  of  obliging  a  gentleman  in 
ill-heatth  to  serve,     1  beg  to  be  understood 
that  [  say  this  without  the  smallest  ubjiction 
in  the  world  to  the  gentleman  who  now  <>tands 
before  the  Court,  and  if  your  lordship  over- 

rules the  objection,  as  far  as  relates  to  hiui^ 
Cshail  undoubtedly  be  i.alisfied. 

*  Mr.  GMi. —  The  nature  of  our  objection^as 
I  conceive^  is  this: — The  prisoner  is  entitled 
to  his  chaUenges  to  all  those  who  arc  on  iho 
panel,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  oa 

the  panel ;  and  it  may  be,  that  those  gentle* 
men  who,  when  called,  were  excused  tor  the 
present,  may  be  f»ersons  whom  the  prisoner 
would  rather  have  challenged  than  those  that 

,  followed. 

I  Mr.  Vurrier. — ^I  believe  I  cm  save  the 
Court  sou^e  trouble  ;  I  have  laboured  under 

a  conoplainL  that  makes  it  impo'^sible  ft»r  me 

to  serve  on  this  trial.  At  ihc  time  of  llardy'a trial  \  could  not  have  staid  in  the  court  fivo 

minutes;  for  if  I  had  ̂ taid  longer  ihiin  f  did, 
I  should  have  been  carried  out  with  at  least 

•  See  the  case  of  Teter  Cooke  in  this  Col- 

lection, \'ol.  13,  p.  318.  See  also  the  case  of 
Spcucer  Cowper,  p,  1106  of  the  auiufe  V<jV\ttttB* 
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a  suspension  of  all  my  faculties;  I  am  sure 
of  it,  from  the  sensation  that  came  over  me. 
I  was  onre  very  near  faintine  at  the  Asylum, 
and  in  fact  I  am  so  in  all  crowded  places. 
This  is  a  fact  I  could  have  brought  sufficient 
testimony  of. 

[Mr.  Furrier  sworn  upon  the  voir  dire.] 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Your  state  of 
health  is  such  that  you  l>elieve  yourself  to  be 
incapable  of  going  through  the  fatigue  of  this 
trial? 

Mr.  Furrier, — ^I  verily  believe  it.  I  am 
sure  of  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— You  are  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  Tooke.  I  do  not  mean  to  argufe  with 
your  lordship  and  the  counsel,  but  I  find  my- 

self com]>elled  to  tell  your  lordship  that  I 
should,  if  I  had  not  been  over-ruled  by  the 

superior  judgment  of  my  counsel,  have  con-' tended  very  early  against  the  challenges  of 
the  Crown.  The  statute  of  3d  Edward  3rd, 
completely  bars  what  they  have  done,  al- 

though I  know  that  subsequent  judicial  deci- 
sions have  permitted  the  counsel  for  the 

crown  to  challenge,  without  showing  their 
cause,  until  the  panel  is  gone  through ;  the 
EEinel  is  now  gone  throueh  of  persons  in 
ealth.  However,  I  should  not  now  have 

addressed  you  if  I  had  not  a  farther  reason. — 
My  lord,  1  hope  that  I  shall  be  the  most  in- 

firm man  in  this  court,  because  I  feel  much 
more  anxiety  for  the  preservation  of  the  cri- 

minal law  and  practice  of  the  land,  than  I 
do  for  any  hazard  that  attends  me  upon  this 
trial. 

My  lords,  I  have  been  in  this  case,  and  I 
dare  swear  that  your  lordships  have,  and  the 
jurv  too — that  when  I  have  intended  to  travel 
a  long  accustomed  road  home  to  my  own 
house,  sonic  sudden  distraction  of  the  thought 
has  made  me  inattentive  to  the  passage;  when 
I  have  come  to  myself,  and  my  attention  has 
returned,  I  have  observed  that  there  were  not 
those  objects,  the  house,  the  gate,  the  style, 
or  the  gap  I  had  been  accustomed  to  see,  and 
instantly  I  have  recollected  that  I  must  be 
out  of  my  road;  then  I  have  stopped,  and 
have  gone  batrk,  because  the  accustomed  suc- 

cession of  objects  did  not  occur.  The  same 
thing  happens  upon  these  proceedings;  see 
^here  we  are ;  nine  days  upon  a  trial  —the 
jury  pass  and  return  day  after  day  without 
clean  shirts,  unshaved — the  Judges  quitting 
the  court,  and  returning  agam  and  again— a 
question  put  upon  what  f>hall  be  done,  in  this 
strange  and  unknown  case,  for  the  jury — no 
question  put  what  shall  be  dune  for  the  judge. 
An  English  jury,  fairly  and  impartially  taken, 
I  have  always  believed  to  be  as  incorruptible, 
and  as  little  likely  to  be  tampered  with,  as 
any  judge  whatever :  the  judge  is  compelled 
to  stay  as  well  as  the  jury ;  if  the  jury  go  un- 

shaved and  unshirled,  so  must  the  judge;  it 
is  true,  that  when  the  jury  retire  from  the 
court  souMbody  goes  with  them  is  keeper; 

the  judge  is  likewise  in  custody  upon  the 
bench,  and  the  eyes  of  every  person  m  court 
are  his  keepers. 

My  lords ;  upon  this  occasion  every  part  of 
the  criminal  law  and  practice  of  this  country 
is  totally  destroyed  and  gone ;  for  if  the 
crown,  with  the  mouhtroiA)  range  of  inHuence 
that  it  has  now,  superior  to  what  it  ever  Iwd 
at  any  other  tinie—if  the  crown,  with  the  in- 

fluence it  has  upon  the  officers  who  make  the 
panel,  together  with  every  other  influence 
that  I  will  forbear  to  mention — if  the  crown 
should  take  the  advantage  of  a  practice  found 
fault  with,  I  remember,  by  Williams,  in  ,a 
particular  case,  where  he  said,  it  is  true,  such 
things  have  been  stifiercd  at  the  time  that 

small  panels  were  returned,  but  you  have  re- 
turned to  me  now  upwards  of  a  hundred  ;* 

and  there  are  returned  in  this  case  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  the  proportion  of  the 

power  of  the  crown  in  such  returns  as  this  is 
exceedingly  great ;  for  with  thirty-five  chal- 

lenges, if  they  returned  seventy,  the  crown 
would  only  have  an  equal  share,  or  perhaps 
not  so  much ;  but  to  allow  the  crown  an  un- 

limited challenge  out  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty- eight,  when  the  prisoner  can  only 
challenge  thirty-five !— My  lords,  look  back, 
see  what  is  become  of  your  criminal  juris- 

diction; if  you  do  not,  as  in  the  common 
afiairs  of  life,  see  that  succession  of  objects  to 
which  you  have  been  accustomed — My  lords, 
stop,  turn  back,  you  must  be  in  the  wrone 
road.  The  glorio\is  structure  of  the  English 
criminal  law  is  such,  that  you  cannot  take  out 
a  stone  but  the  whole  must  come  tumbling 
about  your  ears;  it  must  tumble  now  if  this 
practice  is  allowed.  I  for  myself  hope  that 
no  infirm  gentleman  shall  be  taken  upon  thi» 
jury,  because  I  had  rather  die  where  I  stand 
than  consent  that  the  jury  and  the  Judge  f 
shall  quit  this  place  till  the  cause  is  gone 
through.  I  do  therefore  beg  that  the  jurors 
may  be  men  in  health,  that  they  may  not 
suiter  in  doing  their  duty,  but  thai  I  may  be 
the  first  victim.  The  law  never  intended 
that  the  crime  of  high  treason,  which  ought 
to  lay  in  the  palm  of  your  hand,  should  take 
up  five  days  in  the  proof;  therefore  I  beg 
your  lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  die 
in  this  place,  rather  than  that  the  whole  cri- 

minal law  and  praAice  of  this  country  should 
be  destroyed ;  1  beg  that  no  infirm  man  toby 
be  upon  mv  jury,  and  that  your  lordships  will 
turn  your  thoughts  to  the  situation  into  which 
this  country  is  brought— that  you  will  stop, 
and  turn  back,  and  get  into  the  right  road. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %r<.— I  do  not  see  to 
what  this  address  goes. 

*  It  appears  that  in  Sidney's  case  the  panel consisted  of  eighty-nine  names ;  see  Vol.  9, 
p.  824.  of  this  Collection.  In  the  case  of  lord 
Kussell,  the  panel  contained  upwards  of  a 
hundred  names;  see  Vol.  9,  p.  583.  See, 
also,  Noble's  case.  Vol.  15,  p.  758. 

t  Bee.Httrdy's.ctse,  Vol.  M, p.  414;  and the  case  of  kra  Ddamere  there  cited. 



far  Hioh  Treaso. 

Mr*  Too*^  — That  the  crown  shall  give  ihclr 
of  r;  c fore  an  infirm  juryman 
bcUi  e  panel  is  gone  through. 

Bm  not  niutlj  accustomed  to  these  addresses 

\\%^  Wnrh;   I   hope  ycm  will  forgive  me  if 
T  been  5o  correct  as  I  ougiit  to  be. 
1  have  by  favour,  contrary  to  law, 
pfcn  .i<  I  ti^tyjued  lo  do  what  they  have  done, 

Ihcrcftire  I  bore  it — I  bore  it  because  I 

vaA  irvcr-nde<l  by  these  gentlemen,  in  whose 
tudgtneot  (  plare  my  hfe  and  fortune,  not 
Vooi^ing  the  priicticc,  or  canng  so  much  fur 
th«  pmrtice  as  1  do  for  the  law,  which  I  have 

willt  my  eyes  open,  and  the  bngnage  is 
pbie  to  me  as  to  any  gentleman  of 

ion.  I  am  firmly  "persuaded  the ly  side.  1  forbore  to  object  to  the 
lor  the  crown,  in  the  first  instance, 
e  without  cau!»e  shown ;  but  the 

has  been  gone  through,  our  challenges 
t«d,  and  there  are  only  infirm  jury- 

to  make  up  this  panel ;  therefore  I  think 
eolstled  to  call  upon  the  counsel  for  the 
to  slate  the  cause  of  their  challenges; 

ind  Utal  I  may  have  those  good  men  whom 
Ibe^  have  rejected  without  cause  at  al),  unless 
tJwtr  eause  is  sul^cient  to  support  the  chal- 
llMes  iJiCT  have  made. 

totd  chief  Justice  Etfrt. —  Your  coimsel 
•drisod  jroti  verv  properly  not  to  resist  the 
tftatSeoees  for  the  crown,  in  the  course  in 
which  Incwe  challenges  have  been  taken.  A» 
Ux  as  our  legal  history  alfords  us  any  infor- 

opon  the  subject,  the  course  is  a  clear 
Alls;  the  crown  has  no  peremptory  challenge, 
lignu..    ,,  ,^  y^^^  tlic  crown  may  chal- 

mes  are  called  over,  and  is  not 

•  Ihe  cause  of  the  challenge 
Iht  panel  is  gone  through ;  thiit  is  the 

ooiirM"  of  proceeding,  which  is  now  so  esta- 
at  we  must  take  it  to  be  the  law  of 
At  the  same  time  I  feel  that  the 

CiJcuiii^UDce,  which  is  become  absolutely  ne- 
ccdsary,  of  making  the  panels  vastly  more 
iMoieroti)  than  they  were  in  ancient  times, 

■lijbt  give  In  the  cruwn  an  improper  ad- 
viDtaipc,  af»ing  out  of  that  rule  ;  and  when* 
ever  we  shaJI  see  that  improper  advantage 
altottipted  to  l>c  taken,  it  will  be  for  the 
lefious  consideration  of  the  Court,  whether 
tiicjr  will  not  put  it  uito  some  course  to  pre- 
^tuA  that  advauuge  being  takciL  I  do  not 
fttrceivf  A*  t  ic^riit  that  there  is  any  com- 
plaii  •J  has  been  made  of  this 
pcrv  re.   How  many  have  been 
dial  i  irl  of  the  crown  ? 
%[  ven, 

Lcmi  w  l*u I  Justice  Ef/re. — ^Therefore,  t  ̂ay, 
iloe^  not  appear  to  me  that  any  improper 

"       1  taken. 
n  is  a  majorityof  my  jury. 

M  i  e  Et^re.—  li  does  not  ap- 
lieartoit  ut  that  an  improper  ad- 
•  ■'•♦^••-  .1,  uken  by  the  crown;  there- 

»jc  what  ihcrule  is. — The  rule* 

^  l»ec  uus  discussed  m  the  trial  of  O'Coigly 
adid  «Uiertj  a.  d,  17 98,  reported  in  this  Col. 

A.  D.  1794. 

\m 

^^H  pnaoon 
B«ii«:il 

is,  that  when  the  panel  is  gone  through,  if 
there  be  not  a  sufficient  number  left  to  servo^i 

upon  the  jury,  the  crown  is  to  show  the  cause ' 
of  its  challenge.    The  panel  is  ̂ onc  through 
now  as  I  take  it;  we  reserved  two  or  three 

cases  of  persons  who  had  desired  to  be  ex- 
cused ;   tneir  excuse  was  of  a  kind  which 

hardly  called  upon  us  in  strict  justice  to  dis- 
pense with  iheir  service;  at  the  same  time,  ifj 

there  were  enotigh  upon  the  p:incl  to  serve,, 
the  Court  were  inclined  to  h?itcn  to  that  ex- 

cuse.   The  question  now  is,  whether  tliey  aro  | 
to  be  called  upon  to  serve,  before  the  crowft 
shall  be  put  to  assign  the  causes  of  iti  ctuU 
lenges. 

Mr.  Twvkt. — I  only  mean  lo  suggest  to  vc 
lordships  an  acknowledged  infirnuty,  ana  the 
prospect  of  a  trial  of  two  hundred  hours. 

Wr.  Ativrney  General. — Your  lordship  ob"»^ 
serves,  on  calling  over  this  panel,  that  nearlj 
one -half  are    either  disabled  by  ill-healthpl 

want  of  qualification,  or  by  other  reasonabh " excuse  from  serving.    It  has  occurred  in 
course  of  this  trial,  that  after  the  jurors*  wet 
called  over  the  first  time,  the  names  of  th 
defaulters  were  not  called  over  the  secoi 
time,  which  I  believe  has  been  usual.    In  tl 
course  of  what  my  learned  friend  stated 
tlie  Court,  they  wlio  sit  by  me  vtiU  do  me  tL, 
justice  to  say,  that  I  really  felt  that  the  pn« 
soner  might  be  put  into  circumstances   ii 
which  1  would  not  wish  lo  place  any  man,  b] 
calling  a  person  into  the  box  in  order  to 
sworn  after  his  thirty-five  challenges  had  been 
taken;  and  I  feel  it  in  this  way,  aamely,  that 
he  may  perhaps  have  challenged  A,  when  be 
would  have  challenged  B  instead  of  A,  and 
that,  therefore,  he  is  put  into  this  situation — 
that  he  must  wave  a  challenge  which  he  has 
before  made  with  consent,  or  without  consent, 
and  then  that  he  must  take  a  gentleman  tipoQ 
his  jury  with  a  sort  of  uneasy  sensation  in  the 
mind  of  that  gentteman  perhaps,  because  he 
has  been  cballenged.    I  was  just  about  to  get 
up  to  state  to  your  lordship,  that  I  did  £el 
that  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  without 

travelling  into  a  grca't  deal  of  matter,  which ^oQii  not  appear  to  me  to  have  an  immediate 
application  to  the  subject,  I  am  ready  to  ad- 

mit the  objection  of  my  frieud  Mr.  Erskine. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  I   inu^t  humbly  ask 
that  the  names  of  the  defauUt?rs  should  be 
called  over ;  because  I  think  it  necessary  to 
the  administration  of  justice,  that  gentlemen, 
who  seem  to  have  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
non-attendance,  should  underst.ind  that  the 
justice  of  the  country  requires  that  they  shouid 
attend,  and  that  that  mformatiou  should 
given   them  in  the  proper  way,     1  am  all 

lairly  to  state  to  your  lo'dship,   that  I  ceir-* 
tainly  did  not  foresee,  with  buch  a  Urge  num- 

ber of  individuals  upon  this  panel,  that  I 
should  be  called  upon  to  show  cause  for  ray 
rhalleiii'es.    I  am  very  desirous  th«t  this  trial 
siionld  proceed  ;  and,  therefore,  1  now  wave 
my  objection  to  everv  one  of  the  perions  I 
challenged* 
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The  three  following  gentlemen  were  again 
called : 

Matthias  Dupont  sworn.  . 
William  Harwood,  sworn. 
Henry  Bullock,  sworn. 

The  Jurt. 

James  Uaygarth, 
Thomas  Harrison, 
Edward  Hale, 
Thomas  Draine, 
Mattliew  Whiting. 
Norrison  Covcrdale, 

Robert  Mairis, 
WiUiam  Cooke, 
Charles  Pratt, 
Matthias  Dupont, 
William  Harwood^ 
Henry  Bullock. 

Mr.  Shelton  charjged  the  jury  with  the  pri- 
•oncr  in  the  usual  form. 

The  Indictment*  was  opened  by  the  hon. 
Spencer  Perceval. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  [sir  John  Mitford, 
afterwards  lord  Redesdale]. — May  it  please 
your  lordship — Gentlemenof  the  Jury;  You 
have  heard  the  indictment  against  the  pri- 

soner at  the  bar  read,  and  you  have  heard  it 
stated  to  you.  I  therefore  shall  not  detain 
you  by  restating  it  at  laree.  I  shall  simply 
observe,  that  it  charges  the  prisoner  with  the 
crime  of  hieh  treason,  in  compassing  the 
death  of  the  Icing,  laying  as  overt  acts  oTthat 
treason,  as  the  law  requires,  various  different 
ads,  which  it  imputes  to  the  prisoner,  any 
one  of  which,  if  proved,  will  requure  you  to 
give  3rour  verdict,  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty 
of  that  treason.  The  main  tendency  ofthese 
acts  is  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  and  alter  the 
legislature,  rule,  and  government  of  the  king- 

dom, and  to  depose  the  king  firom  his  royal 
slate,  power,  and  government. 

Gentlemen,  the  law  upon  this  subject  is 
perfectly  clear,  nameljr,  that  any  act  done, 
the  consequence  of  which  may  endanger  the 
life  of  the  King,  is  taken  to  be  an  act  done  in 
pursuance  of  an  intent  to  compass  the  death 
of  the  king,  demonstrated  by  the  act,  and  is 
the  crime  of  high  treason. 

Distinct  imagination  of  personal  harm  to 
the  king  docs  not  necessarily  form  any  part 
of  this  charge ;  nor  is  it  material  whether  a 
person  so  charged  has  in  his  contemplation 
all  the  consequences  of  that  which  he  is  about 
to  do ;  it  is  sufficient  if  such  are  the  probable 
and  ordinary  consequences  of  that  which  he 
Is  about  to  do.  It  has  therefore  been  held, 
that  conspiring  to  depose  the  king  is  clearly 
an  act  or  high  treason,  because  it  is  an  act 
which,  in  itH  consequences,  tends  to  bring  the 

king's  life  into  danger.  Conspiring,  in  any 
degree,  to  deprive  the  king  of  his  royal  autho- 

rity, so  that  those  who  ought  to  oe  subject 
shall  command,  and  the  king  shall  be  com- 

pelled to  obey  authorities  which  the  consti- 
tution of  the  government  has  not  required 

him  to  obey,  tnat  is  a  conspiracy  to  depose 
the  king,  and  has  been  uniformly  held  to  be 
high  treason. 

*  Sm  Vol.  S4,  p.  324, 

I  shall  not  therefore,  gentlemen,  detain  you 
with  any  discussion  of  the  law  upon  the  sub- 

ject, because  I  take  it  to  be  so  clear  and  plain, 
that  if,  according  to  your  belief,  the  charge  of 
a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the  legislature,  rule, 
and  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  de* 
pose  the  king  from  his  royal  state,  power, 
and  government,  is  proved,  the  consequence 
must  necessarily  follow  (supposing  the  pri- 

soner to  be  brought  within  the  charge)  that 
he  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  high  treason. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel,  I  very  deeply  feel,  tlia 
importance  of  the  case  before  you;  and,  feel- 

ing it,  I  feel  my  own  insufficiency  for  the  task 
imposed  upon  me.  I  know  not  what  may  be 
the  consequences  of  the  event  of  this  trial. 
Whether  the  constitution,  to  which  a  great 
nuyority,  I  trust,  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
tiy,  are  firmly  attached,  is  to  be  defended  by 
the  law  of  the  country,  or  whether  those  wfaio 
have  formed  that  attachment  may  be  com- 

pelled to  rally  round  its  standard,  and  to  de- fend it  bv  their  own  arms,  and  their  own 
force.  I  hope,  and  trust,  no  such  event  will 
happen.  But,  feeling  as  I  do,  I  am  oppressed 
by  the  weight  of  the  cause  which  I  have  to state  to  yoq. 

Gentlemen,  I  attribute  to  the  prisoner, 
together  with  otliers,  a  conspiracy  to  depose 
the  king,  a  deliberate  plan  to  subvert  the 
constitution  of  the  sovereign  power  as  by  law 
established,  and  to  execute  that  plan  by  his 
own  force,  and  by  the  force  of  those  whom 
he  hoped  to  draw  to  his  assistance.  This, 
gentiemen,  whatever  the  object  was  to  be; 
whatever  the  consequences;  whether  it  was 
to  establish  one  form  of  government  or  ano- 

ther:  whether  to  eff"ect  one  sort  of  change,  or 
another,  is,  I  conceive,  unquestionably  de- 

posing the  king,  depriving  him,  for  that  pur- 
pose at  least,  of  his  royal  state,  crown,  and 

dignity;  and  making  him,  who  is  to  com- mand, to  obey. 

Whetlier,  therefore,  it  was  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  prisoner  to  form  a  new  go- 

vernment, of  one  kind,  or  of  another,  a  go- 
vernment of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  con- 

stituting any  part  of  that  government,  diffe- 
rent from  what  it  now  i»,  or  a  government  by 

a  king,  and  one  general  assembly,  or  by  a 
general  assembly  without  a  king,  or  lords,  for 
de  purpose  of  this  charge  it  is  exactly  th*j 

same  thing;  it  is  altering  the  constitution  of 
the  established  government,  by  a  power  which, 

according  to  that  constitution*  cannot  be  per- mitted to  alter  it ;  namely,  b^  the  force  of 
individuals,  and  not  by  legislative  acts  of  the 
constituted  power  itself. 

Afiet  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed, 
even  from  the  act  of  summoning  you  to  the 
situation  in  which  you  now  stand,  and  espe- 

cially considering  what  the  length  of  the  pire- 
sent  Uial  may  be,  I  will  not  detain  you,  by 

opening  to  you,  in  detuil,  the  evidence  which will  be  offered.  I  shall  endeavour  to  confino 
mvsclf  to  a  general  outline,  which,  I  hope, 
wul  enable  you,  as  the  evidence  shall  tit 
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Wv 3B.«H|%fi rrmvl.in--  th<'  scveml  parts, 

taiT' i»l  to  imilcr- 

^tjIM" 
1  it  iluu  result 

)t  tu  l»c  ilrawii  from  it. 

'le<l  to  you,  1  attribute 

tu  '■. 
i>o»f  with  whom  he  was 

t^   r V  to  effect  a  change  m 
t (the  st;Ue,  by  tlieir  own 
r ri  power,  yotj  well  know, 

f  our  govern- 

bf 
_,    Lords,  and 

C4il«ii)f Hli»^ 
iiiilcd,  ill  mat- 

termor  k^ alone,  acting 
inlhc srevt.-.   .. ^.-  .        ».,L'  constitution 
ft^nircs  bi  Ibe  ttdoiuiislriittLin  of  the  govern. 

I  MIriUito  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  thai, 

for  tbe  |MirpoM  o(  at  compiii>hing  that  con- 
macy  wilb  «birh  1  ctigrge  liim,  he,  and 
lao&t  with  wliom  he  was  associated,  had 

(|ltgn«|l«d.  •  1y  with  the  administra* 
laM(»r  tji^  '  ni  of  thecountr>'j  not 
OKn!  >ic  of  the  constitution  of 

iImI  .  iL  even  with   the  princi- 
]pln  uLM.'o  \vii]<n  tliLLt  constitution  was 
Mvaded;  their  objettion**,  tlurclurc,  were 
ndacal  aod  entire.  Thev  asserted  that  no 

pfwammtil  cmdd  be  lawlu),  but  a  govcm- 
mtu%  fixindefl  upon  what  ihc\v  tcruied  the 

fti^t'  I-     The  conscf|uence  of  thai 
T>oati'  .  must  neces.«ttrily  br,  that,  as 
^'::'.  utWf  tirw^ription  of  government  is  in 

;  :.  ;  mdawlul,  it  h  the  duly  of  every  man  to 
'V'i:;.  ivernnient  so  ualawlully  con- 
*^t»ji  f   must  occur  immediately  lo 
you,  j:ii.  ni'.n.  th^it  this  tonsei|nrnce  tiuist 
n<xr4>ariJy  pruduce  univer*>.il  conibsion  j  for, 
aif'xc^ding   to    Ihnr   <  '     'rations,   there 
cii»l*  no  jgyvcrniueiii  <onstk luted. 

If  Mjcti  V.   -  ♦'"    '  ..■:  iltuse  who  were 
«)r»«j;ed  II  which  I  have  men* 
tM?oed,trc  itie  flccomplishmejil 
«/  tlnl  ilevgn  1  conceive  to  have  been  an 
tnvtt  ■rtof  hicrh  trc;*^nn  n:;vrinst  his  majesty 
ad^isgc  s  an  overt  act 
l9«imliai  ..which  design 
bid  ill  rieiv  liit;  suhvLTfiuuiji  the  constitution 

oftboi  ̂ oircmmeiU;  ^nd  necrs^ariiy  had  that 
inliircrsion  '^e  who  formed 
it  fleelifcxi  ut  il«;elf  wus 

liMudod  Mi  I'MiM  i^x  >  *'ri  uiiic ii  no  g;ovcm* 
■Ml  ougbl  lo  ftand,  or  could  be  permitted  to 

Gctilleflieik,  I  well  remember.  w!»cu  those 
who  mat  dAnn«d  by  what  had  been  passing 
■0  Fraooe  wet«  told  thai  their  alarm  was  ill 

iaaadodz  when  it  was  fair)  to  tliem.  Why  are 
fw  ikniitd  at  what  h  pa^'sin^  in  France  ? 
Tli9Afiiia.lion  of  the  two  countries  is  totally 

Muuit  In  I 'ranee  Ihty  had  no  govern- 
mmi  wbkb  rciuld  form  Ihe  subject  of  the 

il  of  the  peoptc— they  had  a  govern* 
wiucti  wa*  in  pritjrjplc  tvrHmiv  —  a 

Jt  ̂ '-.*'.--.'«  1.  ̂ u  --  ■  I  tndv^hich 
I  I  tacked— 

ibr^weiim,^   -:.....    .le  opinion 
^  m  tbc  toY^  of  Uic  people— but  the  Hri- 
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tish  government  is  t\  ̂ ^nv* mment  firmly  and 
rleeply  rooted  in  ihr  the  people,  and^ 
therefore  yovi  liavc  h  *  tear. 

The  argument  wa<)  ju&t  ;  and  the  prisonei 
at  the  bar,  and  iliose  who  were  cngaj^d  witi 
him,  fell  the  truth  af  the  argument,  and  held', 
it  out  themselves  lo  the  wojid*  though  tlicj 
determined  to  destroy  the  fuundation  of  i] 
they  determmed  to  destroy  that  attachmenl^ 
thai  opinion,  which  they  themisdvcs  stated  Xa\ 
be  the   sfccurity  of  the   Hriti«>h  constitutioDi 
and  to  constitute  the  difference  between  th«l 
situation  of  this  country  and  the  situation  ol 
France.     For  this  puqiose  they  ta\i;^hl  thai  J 
no  government  could    be   lawful,  but  thai 

which  was  founded  on  what  lliey  Citllcd  tb«" liiehts  of  Man;  which  they  interpreted  to 
include,  amongst  other  things,  iho  right  of 
equal,  active  citizenship.    The  right  of  equaJ^ 
active  citizenship,  was  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  ttie  British  ̂ overnraenl;   for  lb 
right  of  equal,  active  citizenship,  cannot  exii 
with  an  hereditary    king,  or  an  hereditaj 
House  of  Lords:    the  moment  theretbre 

was  said,  that  equal,  active  citixenbbip  was  a 
right  of  man,  an  indefeasible,  imprestriptiWe 
right  of  man,  and  that  no  government  could 
lawfully  exist,  which  wtis  not  founded  on  lh« 

principles  of  tlie  Highls  of  Man,  it  was*  'taitl 
that  tne  British  government  was  unlawfully 
conslitnted  ;   that,  therefore,  the  subjects  of 
that  government  coidd  not  lawfully  bo  boniid 
by  it ;  and  the  position  tended  instantly  to 
destroy,  not  only  the  faith  of  that  allegiance 
which  we  all  ought  Co  bear  to  Ihe   govern* 
ment  i>f  our  country,   but  il  tended  aLso  lo 
destroy  all   that  opinion  upon  which  akune  it 
was  stfilcd,  that  there  existed  .*>o  marked  a 
difference  between  the  situation  of  this  conn- 
try  nuii  that  of  France,    1  he  moment  the 
people  could  be  induced  to  Lclicvc  that  tb« 
governnienl,  as  eslalilishcd,  was  not  that  !• 
which  they  ought  to  be  attached,  but  on  III 
contrary,  was  a  government  loundcd  oo  ii 
justice  and  opprcAsion,  in  that  very  m<»fneiit 
the  situation  of  this  country  was    become 
exactly  the  same  as  that  of  France ;    for  what 
destroyed  the  constitution  of  the  government 
of  France,  suth  as  it  was,  but  its  total  failurt, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  peopie  of  the  coimtry  ?i 

Gcntlcintn,  you  will  ftnd,  in  a  bcok  that 
will  be  produced  to  You,.wliat  I  have  now 
been  titating,  enlarged  upon,  and  elated  with 
much  more  clearneis.  and  much  mure  pre- 

cision, than  1  am  able  to  .state  it  to  you ;  it 
is  staled  with  great  abdity  in  a  work  of  Mr. 
Joel  Barlow, 

Gentlemen,  the  people  were  taught,  in  ct 
sequence  of  this  doctrine,  that  they  wei 
slaves;  that  their  government  >^a3  not,  as 
they  imagined,  a  free  govermneai,  but  a  (To 
vernmcni  of  conquest,  of  usurpation  :  tt»at 
its  conseqiienccB  were  not  tho?)C  which  we 
had  been  long  \ed  to  suppose  them  to  l)e — as 
much  freedom  as  ̂ enerall^  speaking  was 
ihouijhi  lo  be  consistent  with  good  order— 
but  that  It  was  a  complete  system  o(  sbrery 
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and  oppression ;  they  were  taught,  likewise, 
that  Irom  this  slavery  and  oppression  they 
must  emancipate  themselves. 

If  this  doctrine  had  been  established  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  a  great  length  would 
have  been  gone  in  making  wa^  in  their  minds 
towards  the  absolute  subversion  of  the  exist- 

ing government ;  and  I  must  here  observe, 
that  il  is  immaterial  to  your  consideration, 
whether  the  prisoner  at  the  bur  thought  the 
principles  which  I  have  stated  just  or  not,  or 
whether  he  meant  to  establish  a  government 
founded  upon  those  principles — whether  he 
conceived  that  a  government,  founded  upon 
the  supposed  principles  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
was,  or  was  not,  the  best  government  which 
could  be  instituted — that  seems  to  me,  gen- 

tlemen, to  be  totally  immaterial :  he  meant 
to  use  those  principles  to  destroy  the  existing 
government.  That  is  what  I  charge  him 
with;  and,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that 
he  meant  to  use  the  propagation  of  those 
principles  as  a  means  to  destroy  the  existing 
government,  and  that  he  did  propagate  those 
principles,  the  charge,  as  I  conceive,  is  com- 

plete. I  must  also  observe  here  to  you,  gen* 
tlemen,  that  whenever  persons  conspire 
a^iust  the  existing  government  of  a  country, 
it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  certain  of  all 
the  consequences  of  their  acts;  it  is  impos- 

sible for  them  to  say,  so  far  we  will  go,  and 
no  farther;  for,  when  the  existing  powers 
are  destroyed,  in  the  interval  between  that 
destruction  and  the  erection  of  a  new  govern- 

ment, the  country  must  necessarily  he  in  a 
state  of  anarchy  and  confusion ;  and  those 
who  have  been  excited  to  the  measures 
which  have  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  exist- 

ing government,  may  have  been  excited  by 
such  a  variety  of  means,  by  such  a  variety  of 
objects ;  may  have  had  such  different  passions, 
such  different  views  to  gratify,  that  no  one 
man,  no  body  of  men,  can  Venture  to  say 
where  all  the  mischief  will  end.  If  we 
wanted  an  instance  to  illustrate  what  1  have 
now  been  stating,  there  is  a  neighbouring 
country  in  which  it  is  completely  illustrated. 

Oentlemen,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and 

those  with  whom  I  charge  him  to  have' con- 
spired, did  not  content  themselves  with 

simply  endeavouring  thus  to  destroy,  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  their  affection  and 
attachment  to  the  British  government,  by 
attacking  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  and  by  endeavouring  to  establish,  as 
the  only  just  principles  of  eovernment,  prin- 

ciples incompatible  with  that  government; 
they  made  use  of  every  other  means  which 
misht  answer  the  same  purpose. 

You  all  know,  that  a  leform  in  the  House 
of  Commons  has  long  btcn  the  object  of 
public  attention ;  that  it  has  long  been  an 
object  pursued  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
eagerness  by  several  different  persons;  and 
that  various  proposals  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  made  for  that  reform  ;  proposals 
difif  ring  extremely  in  the  principles  on  which 

they  have  been  founded;  some  moderate^ 
others  more  violent;  and  perhaps  even  their 
variety  shows  the  difficulty  of  accomplishing 
any  reform  proposed.  But  the  persons  who 
are  charged  with  this  conspiracy  never  at- 

tempted to  hold  out  to  the  public  any  plan  pf 
moderate  reform  of  the  House  of  Commons  j 
they  assumed  one  which  has  been  generally 
esteemed  in  other  countries — in  those  coun- 

tries where  there  has  been  a  bod^  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  in  America  and  in 

France,  under  the  constitution  completed  inr 
1791 — impracticable,  or  tending  necessarily  in 
its  consequences  to  universal  confusion;  I 
mean  the  plan  of  universal  suffrage. 

Oentlemen,  this  plan  had  many  things  to 
recommend  it  to  men  who  were  engaged  in 
the  conspiracy,  which  I  have  stated  to  you ; 
it  was  useful  to  mislead.  It  had  originally, 
to  a  certain  degree,  the  sanction  of  a  conside- 

rable name — that  of  the  duke  of  Richmond — ' 
and  it  had  been  frequently  agitated.  But  you 
will  recollect,  gentlemen,  that  that  was  some 
years  ago;  that  for  a  considerable  time  past 
It  had  been,  by  the  majority  of  thinking 
people  in  the  country,  considered,  as  in  itself 
un practicable;  and  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  that  the  leading  men,  who  form  what 
is  commonly  called  the  opposition,  in  parlia- 

ment, whatever  views  they  might  have  of 
parliamentary  reform,  never  conceived  an 
intent  of  going  to  that  extent;  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  in  general  at  least,  ex- 

tremely adverse  to  it.  And  it  will  be  showr» 
to  you,  in  the  course  of  the  transactions  which 
will  be  laid  before  you,  that  this  was  clearly 
and  distinctly  known  to  the  persons  who 
were  engaged  in  the  Conspiracy  I  have  men- 

tioned ;"and  particularly  it  was  known  that  a 
man,  of  whose  abilities  I  cannot  possibly 
speak  too  highly,  and  differing,  as  I  uo,  froin 
him  in  many  respects — a  man,  from  whom  ir> 
respect  of  abilities,  I  cannot  withhold  the 
utmost  tribute  of  esteem — I  mean  Mr.  Fox- 
it  was  well  known  that  he  was  extremely  ad- 

verse to  it;  that  he  conceived  that  the  pro- 
posal of  universal  suffrage  and  annual  parlia- 

ments, was,  in  effect,  a  proposition  for  uni- versal confusion.  You  will  find,  therefore, 
that  he  was  determined  not  to  support  a  mea- 

sure of  that  sort ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  when 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  was 
offered  to  him  by  his  constituents  to  be  pre- 

sented, containing  a  prayer  to  that  effect,  he 
declined  presenting  it,  so  far  as  he  thought 
he  could  with  propriety  decline  presenting  it 
as  coming  from  his  constituents;  he  begged 
that  he  might  not  be  called  upon  to  present 
it,  because  he  should  conceive  it  to  be  his 
duly  to  oppose  it. 

Gentlemen,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
well  aware  of  all  these  circumstances.  He 
knew  that  if  universal  suffrage  and  annual 
parliaments  were  proposed  to  parliament  it- 

self, as  a  reform  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  proposal  roust  be  rejected;  because  in  ail 
probability,  amongst  all  the  advocates  for  re* 



Jbr  High  Tuattrn^ 
ij  ihf>ri*  xemAA  hrtrfUv  hc  found  onc  to  vole 
It  [  conceive  to  be  very 
>T       '        ̂   (icr;  because,  as  It 

»,  It  distiiictJy  proves  that  reform  in 
U^ime  of  Commotis,  by  the  existing  legts- 
te,  w;i»  not  the  object  of  the  consipirators. 
It  was  therefore  determined,  that  imircr- 
•ufirAgt  and  anoual  parliatnents  should  be 

A  priDciple  never  to  be  departed 
;  and  the  people  were  to  be  taught  to  in- 
tlj^n  Umt,  &l  the  least ;  and  they  ivere 
irtsetobe  taught  that  if  that  was  cranted, 
would    foUow,      Gentlemen,  I  have  no 
)t  of  the  consequence.    lean  have  no 
of  hesitation  in  my  mind  that  every  con- 

(uence  of  anarchy  and  confu&ioa  must  arise 
lota  f iich  a  measure. 

Gentlemen,  knowing  that  such  a  proposition 
)ul»!  Hed  to  by  parliament  it- 
If,  '  i>nit  a*  a  principle  never 
liricpanea  1  -'^afily  raised  a  per- 

'baragtti'  f>y  parliumcnl;  be- if  they  wtnc  wm  .mined  to  accept  only 
whicti  tbey  knew  ;tll  parties  in  purliament 

r,.f.  r     ii  wa^  impus^ible    that  they 
ill  .  have  in  their  view  an  inlen- 

1^  a  reform  by  parliament.  The 
pKttce  alnj  nticessarily  was,  that  those 

vhnm  they  had  rai»ed  discontents,  in  whom 
hmA  raised  a  persuasion  that  universal 
t|fc  i*Hfc  theinuialicnahte  right,  that  they 
U  II pern  it,  nerer  lo  depart  from 
tlw'  e  lo  irrjjc  It,  tis  \on  will  find 
th*  juuH  rs  tiut  will  be  laid  before  yoii^  at 
liaxattl  of  their  lives;  the  people  to  whom 

(au^Ul  wi're  riecessanlv  a\so  tai)ght» 
vlial  IhVy  wished  to  obtain,  they  were  to 

by  iheir  own  force.  For  there  were 
two  ways  by  which  it  rould  be  obtained, 

in  act  at  the  constituted  legislature,  or  by 
;  and  if  l hey  were  once  taught  that  the 

Btituted  legislature  never  woiiid  accede  to 
pn»po!»ition,  the  only  alternative  was 

;  they  were  to  eflcci  their  purpose  by 
own  Ibrce. 

Buty  jgeailemen,  these  con^ipiralors  went 
i)1  &ftber»  for  they  taught  the  people  that 
rtiaipeot  could  not  re^rm  itself;  thdt  a 

of  any  part  of  the  con-btilulion  of  the 
im«nt  eoiild  only  be  m;«deby  the  people 
Med  in  what  was  tailed  a  constituting 
ibljr.  And  if  you  look  through  the 

»ot  Mr.  Paine,  part inilarly,  you  will  find 
^doctrine  clearly,  distinctly,  and  repeat- 

^  laid  down;  that  parhamcnt  rou/^i  not  re- ICfelf;  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  nature 
Iftd  conslilution  of  parliament;  and  particu- 
ltf9jal(iidmgtoabill  brought  into  the  Eluuse 
of  Commons  for  that  purpose  by  Mr  Pitl,  it 
liMttierted  by  Mr.  Paine,  that  that  bill  pro- 
ftejtid  upou  a  totally  wrong  principle;  for 
tbaiitwiM  impossible  fur  the  parliament  to 
filbrm  itM^lf.  Gentlemen,  if  it  was  impossible 
$»r  tbt  fuirli«meiit  to  reform  itself,  and  if  the 

It  needed  reform,  the  rea^-oning  was 
r,  deciuTe,  and  conclusive  ;  that  a  reform 

uoDljrto  be  effected  by  the  people  acting 
VOL  3CCV, 
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for  themselves.  And  it  must  also  appear  to 
vou  that  the  people  cannot  act  for  themselves 
but  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  existing  go- 

vernment, and  of  that  legislature  whicli^  u^ 
cording  to  the  constitution  of  the  existing  go*] 
^ernmenl,  ought  lo  act  for  the  people. 

The  terms,  "  universal  suffrage  and  anni 
parliaments,'^  were  capable  of  being  appliedl 
not  only  to  the  House  of  Commons^  but 
both  Houses  of  parliament,  or  lo  all  tht] 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Thev  are  gene- 

ral terms,  capable  of  tl^t  extended  applicqii^ 
tion;  and  you  will  6nd,  in  the  course  of  \h%\ 
evidence  which  wiil  be  laid  before  you,  thit] 
the  terms  are  never  distinctly  applied  to  ll 
House  of  Commons  afone ;  and,  on  the  coi 

Irary,  that  the  terms  arc  frequently  so  used^ 
that  you  can  have  no  doubt  that  they  wet 

meant  to  be  applied  to  both  Houses  of  the  le«j 
gislaturc ;  anu  that  in  truth  they  were,  indi-ij 
rectly  at  least, applied  to  all  the  three  brancbei] 

of  the  legisilalure.  *  [ 
These  terms  are  particularly  so  applied,  iii^ 

some  of  the  papers  which  will  be  submilted  t<y] 

you,  and  in  a  manner  upon  which  it  is  impo&*'J 
sibic  to  form  a  doubt.     Because  when  princW"; 
pies  are  first  laid  duwn  totally  incompatible^ 
witlithe  existence  of  any  hereditary  budy,  anil| 

when  the  term,  **  universal  sulTrugc,"  is  apo 
plied  to  a  parliament  con'ititutcd  upon  lho9»i 
principles,  the  result  is  necessarily  clear  and] 
plain.     You  will  find  it  asserted,  thai  the  civit 
rights  of  every  individual  are  equality  of  voice( 
in  making  of  laws,  and  in  the  choice  of  per-i 
sons  by  whom  those  laws  are  to  be  adminis-^'| 
lercd.     Then  you  will  find  it  aaserted,  that  a, 

total  departure  fron»  this  principle  of  equality 
in  the  elecliou  of  the  legislative  body,  conk^ , 
monly  called  the  House  of  Commons^  is  tlmj 
chief  cause  why  the  people  of  Great  Britaiii 

now  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  forego- ' 
ing  principles  and  of  universal  suffrage ;  audt 
you   will  find  accordingly,  in  papers  which 

will  be  produced  to  joo,  that  when  a  parUa- 
ment  is  spoken  of,  it  is  spoken  of  in  the  ag-- 

gregaie,  as  the  people's  parliament,  and  wholly 

elective.  '* 
When  the  minds  of  men  were  led  to  tlii#^ 

point  ;  when  they  were  led  to  conceive  that 
universal  suffrage  was  their  indefeasjihle  right 
-—even  independent  of  the  principle,  to  which 
I  can  give  no  epithet  but  the  mischievous  i 
principle  of  equal  active  ciliaenship,  especlali/ 

when  applied  both  to  the  formation  of  tha' 
legislature,  and  to  the  administration  of  the 
laws,  because  it  necessarily  includes  a  com-, 
pletely  elective  government, — hut  indepen- 
dent  of  that  principle,  the  moment  it  was 

established  that  tiniversal  sufl'rage,  even  ap* 
plied  to  the  House  of  Commons  only,  waf - 
the  unalienable  right  of  all  men ;  when  it  wai 
known  that  the  existing  legislature  would  not 
concede  that  point ;  and  when  it  was  like- 

wise taught  to  the  peoole,  that  the  legislature 
could  not  reform  itself,  even  if  so  mspused^ 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  bronzhl  to,  ancf 
perfectly  ripe  for,  the  overthrow  of  the  British  j 
D 
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constitution.  And  if  the  dissemination  of 

these  principles  bad  proceeded  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  work  their  way  amongst  a  ver^ 

large  body  of  the  people,  ̂ ou  must  be  sensi- 
hle,  gentlemen,  that  nothmg  but  extreme  con- 
fusion  could  follow. 

Gentlemen,  there  are  many  men  who  are 
not  likely  to  be  greatly  moved  by  mere  spe- 

culative opinions ;  therefore  the  Rights  of 
Man,  the  rights  of  equal  active  citizenship, 
the  right  of  universal  suffrage,  were  not  likely 
alone  to  work  upon  the  minds  of  a  great  num- 

ber of  people ;  those,  therefore,  were  to  be 
worked  upon  by  other  means,  and  every  sub- 

ject was  seized  which  could  be  used  in  order 
to  enflame :  tythes,  for  instance ;  the  inclo- 
sure  of  commons;  the  public  debt ;  the  pub- 

lic expenditure ;  the  expense  of  a  monarchy 
compared  with  the  cheapness  of  a  republic ; 
every  article  of  this  sort  you  will  find  made 
use  of  for  the  purpose,  and  avowedly  for  the 
purpose,  of  working  upon  the  minds  of  those 
men  who  were  too  stupid,  as  it  was  said,  to 
be  worked  upon  by  more  liberal  means,  by  ap- 

plying their  reason  to  the  principles  of  govern- 
ment. The  poor  were  taught  tnat  thev  were 

oppressed  b^^  a  combination  of  the  ricn ;  and 
to  the  rich,  in  which  description  seem  to  be 
included  all  that  had  any  property,  was  given 
the  name  of  aristocracy.  By  these  means  it 
was  endeavoured  to  set  the  poor  agsdnst  the 
rich ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to  excite  those 
who  had  nothing,  to  aim  at  taking  that  which 
other  men  possessed,  because  fit  was  alleged) 
the  means  by  which  they  had  become  pos- 

sessed of  their  property  were  not  lawful  means. 
Gentlemen,  you  must  all  see  that  if  we  are 

to  advert  to  the  origin  of  the  title  of  every 
man  to  the  property  which  he  has,  and  if  that 
is  to  be  scrutinized  to  the  utmost,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  sav  what  property  is  safe,  or  upon 
what  principles  it  shall  be  said*  that  sucn  a man  has  a  just  title  to  his  property,  and  such 
a  man  has  not.  The  rule  tnat  has  generally 
been  hitherto  considered  as  a  safe  rule  in 
every  country  has  been,  that  everv  man  has 
a  just  title  to  that  property  wliich  the  laws  of 
bis  country  support  him  in  the  enjoyment  of; 
and  if  we  are  to  go  beyond  that,  into  any  spe- 

culative investigations  of  the  subject,  it  is  im- 
possible to  say  where  they  will  end.  And  if, 

J;ent]emen,  you  advsrt  to  what  has  liappened 
m  France,  you  will  seethe  necessity  of  adher- 

ing strictly  to  the  principle  which  I  have 
stated,  namely,  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  that 
property  which  the  laws  of  his  country  say  he 
shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of;  for 

in  France  persons  have  been  stripped  of  pro- 
perty under  pretence  of  titles  wnich,  if  ever 

they  existed,  could  not  have  existed  for  centu- 
ries. 

If,  however,  the  minds  of  men  could  by  any 
means  be  inflamed — those  minds  which  were 
capable  of  being  acted  upon  by  speculative 
discussions  of  the  R^hts  of  Man— the  princi- 

ples of  government— or  those  grosser  minds 
which  were  to  be  worked  upon  by  attention 

to  their  own  interest,  or  by  a  represen^tion 
to  them  of  the  particular  oppressions  which  it 
was  conceived  they  roi^ht  feel,  or  might  fancy 
they  felt,  without  considering  whether  those 
oppressions  might  not  be  the  necessary  ooft- 
sequence  of  all  government,  or  simply  faults 
in  the  adminbtration  of  government— you 
will  easily  see,  gentlemen,  that  when  the 
minds  of  men  were  inflamed  by  any  of  these 
means,  the  conseouence  would  be  predaely 
the  same  ;  if  people  were  irritated  ag^stthe 
existing  government  of  the  country,  they 
might  be  easily  led  to  overthrow  that  go- vernment. 

All  these  arts  were  used  to  obtain  whaL 
you  will  find,  formed  the  great  end,  the  grand 
plan,  the  common  cause  of  England  and  of 
France,  universal  emancipation;  a  language 
to  catch  a  great  number  of  people  who  might 
not  reflect,  with  any  great  correctness,  upon 
the  terms  used,  or  the  consequences  which 
were  to  follow  firom  them. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  stated  to  you  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  extent  of  the  conspiracy ; 
but  if  it  was  in  the  view  of  the  prisoner  to 
prevail  on  the  people  to  change  any  thins  in 
the  constitution  or  the  government  by  ueir 
own  authority,  and  he  acted  in  pursuance  of 
that  view,  I  conceive  he  is  equally  guilty  of 
the  crime  with  which  he  is  charged.  He  oad 
that  in  view  which  he  could  not  expect  to  con- 

trol. The  people,  when  excited,  would  act^ 
not  upon  what  he  wished,  but  upon  what  they 
chose  to  wish ;  and  perhaps  the  security  of 
himself,  and  the  security  of  others,  who  might 
be  engaged  with  him;  perhaps  the  security  of 
others,  totally  disrecaroinghim,  might  require 
their  going  to  lengths  which  mig[ht  not  im* 
mediately  be  in  nis  contemplation.  It  is 
therefore,  gentlemen,  that,  by  the  law  of  Eng- 

land, wheu  men  form  plans,  the  consequence 
of  which  ma^r  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the 
government  in  any  of  its  parts,  the  conse- 

quences of  which  (if  the  government  is  so  de- 
stroyed in  any  of  its  parts)  necessarily  lead  to 

the  deposition  of  the  king ;  at  least  to  that 
extent  the  persons  so  engaged  are  conceived 
to  have  formed  the  desien  of  compassing  tho 
death  of  the  king,  and  therefore  to  be  guilty 
of  high  treason,  whatever  their  leaders  may 
have  originally  intended ;  for  they  are  eo- 

eiged  in  "that  of  which  they  cannot  command the  consequences,  and  in  respect  of  which 
they  therefore  must  be  answerable  for  what- 

ever, in  the  ordinary  course  and  nature  ot 
things,  may  be  tlie  probable  consequences ; 
and  this  will  be  founa  to  be  absolutely  neces- 

sary for  the  security  of  evei^  state. 
The  means  by  which  the  persons,  who  were 

engaged  in  this  conspiracy,  were  to  acoom- 
{ilish  their  ends,  were  principallv  to  be  ef- 
ected  hy  that  association  which  has  effected 
the  same  thing  in  France ;  that  assodation 
which  wc  are  now  to  hope  may  possibly  be  put 
an  end  to  in  that  country^  as  it  hai  tieea 
found  that  the  existence  or  ti^  government 
ii  totally  incompaitible  with  ibe  oiJBtence  of 



duhsand  societies  Ivas  have 
femed  tn  Fmnce,  consibling  o(  i^hat  is 

\y  rAlh-i]  liiu  Jacobin  Club,  and  of  the 
IS'  ltd  aflBliatcd  socielies,  to 

I UDOUnt  ,  of  upwards  of  40,000, 

»ludk  were  disijcr^ed  all  over  that  country. 
'T«J  irill  ̂ ee  that  it  was  clciirly  and  distinctly 
i  -^  of  the  prisoner,  and  those  engaged \  lo  cstaolish  the  same  sort  o\  asso- 

(fuuoa  Qt  flubs,  united  in  the  strictest  man- 
aad    by    the   closest   correspondence. 

It  all  the  country ;   to  disseminate 
iclulis  from  town  to  towo»  from  village 

vtHseCy  as  I  thiok  the  expression  is  in  some 
Ibe  Citersthat  will  be  produced  to  you,  un- 
llhe  vliole  body  of  the  people— that  is,  the 

body  of  those  who  should  choose  to 
toto  these  clubs — should  be  so  united, 
ibey  stiould  move  forward  all  at  once  ; 
Ihh  you  will  necessarily  perceive,  if  not 

:led,  roust  lead  to  the  destruction  of 

^vemment  of  any  country.     For,  if  in 
capital  as  this,  a  body  of  men  is  formed 

Ig  In  concert  and  combinalian  with  other 
of  men  dispersed  through  the  whole 

Dumber,  whose  names,  are,  in 
pttt  degree,  unknown;    their  force  can 

be  calculated,  but  they  are  a  united 

Ti  icling  in  perfect  order,  acting  as  a  cor - 
[fOfiilioD,  as  a  state  within  the  state  itself,  and 
Eb^Bg  all   the  force  and  compactness  of  a 

'  subject  to  no  control  whatever. 
GeotleiDeQ,  I  have  stated  to  you  that  this 

E^aadone  ia  iraitation  of  the  Jacobin  Ciub  at 

,h)«»tod  of  its  several  associated  societies. 

~         10  so  statmg  I  do  tnjui^tjcc ;  for  I aol  whether,  in  fact,  the  French  did 

copy  from  this  coimtry.  However,  which- 
Ihe  original,  you  will  fmd  one  set  of 
bailing  the  other  as  brothers  and 

labourers  in  the  same  cause. 
Genltemen,    the    principal  societies  thus 

ha  ihia  country  were  two  ;  one  called 

'  tty  for  Constitutional  Information,  of the  prisoner  at  the  bar  has  been  long 
■Kfober;  the  other  called  the  London  Cor- 

liiig  Society,  which  was  instituted  early 
tbcycMi  1792,  and,  as  I  think  you  will  be 

'  by  tlie  evidence,  directly  under  the of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.    The 
of  these  societies  you  will  find  to 

mlvemlly  (as  I  think  yuu  will  be  con- 
Lj  the  evidence)  republican ;    their 

lutioo  was,  in  a  great  degree,  not  so. 

Ibe  C4>Dlrary,  you  will  find  that  the  con- 
of  these  societies  led  to  what  may 

lenned  the  most  aristocratic  government 
existed  in  any  country.     I  will  in- 

llie  London  Corresponding  Society. 
•odety  was  divided  into  a  number  of 

called  divisions;    I  think  to  the 

of  about  thirty;  though  these  divi- 
never  c«m|dete,  so  thai  perhaps 

•ri  nr  rlirhLcen  wcrc  all  the  divisions  that 
nibled  at  one  time.    Each  of 

was  to  choose  a  delegate ;  the 

delegate  Iniiii  eacti  of  these  dlvisioiis,  meet- 

ing the  other  delegates^  formed  what  vfi 
termed  the  committee  of  delegates  ;  the  cot 
mittee  of  delegates  had  another  comraitl 
to  which  sometimes  the  name  of  the  coi 
mittee  of  correspondence,  and  at  anolher  in 
the  name  of  the  secret  committee,  you  wil 

find,  was  attributed  ;  the  true  name  was  ̂ of  the  committee  of  correspondence.  Bi 
you  will  find  that^  from  the  nature  of  tl 
committee  itself,  it  soon  got  the  name  of  tl 
secret  committee,  and  that,  in  the  end,  it  ws 
so  secret  a  committee,  that  it  was  not  knowi 
to  the  rest  of  the  society  who  were  the  mci 
bcrs  of  it. 

Genltemen,  you  will  see,  therefore,  that  in, 
truth  this  London  Corresponding  Society, 
which  is  represented  as  consisting,  sometimes, 
I  think,  of  6,000  members,  was  governed  by 
eighteen  or  twenty  delegates,  who  were  ^o 
vemed  by  a  small  committee  of  five  or  snti 
the  consequence  was,  that  in  truth  the  fivj 
or  six  were  the  active  men,  and  the  olbci 
were  merely  to  be  used  as  the  five  or 
chose  to  use  them. 

The  Society  for  Constitutional  Information 
had  been  formed  many  years  ago,  and  theru- 
fore  had  been  formed  upon  very  ditfercnt 
principles;  upon  the  same  principles  on  which 
common  clubs  and  associations  of  the  same 

kind  are  usually  formed.  It  was  a  meeting 
in  which  gentlemen  who  entered  into  llie 
club  were  upon  an  equality  ;  but  the  respect- 

able names  of  which  it  hud  been  oii^mally 
formed,  by  degrees  fell  of;  and  you  will  tiwd 
that  iu  the  latter  years,  particularly  in  lire 
course  of  the  three  last  years,  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  and  a  few  other  persons,  have  been 
the  only  constantly  attending  mem  hers.  Gen- 

tlemen, you  will  find  that  Ibis  society  like- 
wise, in  the  end,  framed  a  committee  of  cor- 

respondence, which  tended  to  give  their  con- 
stitution sonietliing  of  the  same  ni^lure  as  the 

constilulioD  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society.  But  the  society  being  small  m  num- 

ber, and  principally  composed  of  persons  of  a 
different  rank  in  life,  the  whole  constitution 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society  was  not 
compatible  with  the  nature  of  the  Society  lor 
Constitutional  Information. 

Gentlemen,  these  socielies  corresponded 
with  a  number  of  other  societies  throughout 

the  kingdom  ;  and  you  will  have,  in  evidence 
before  you,  their  correspondence  with  a  so- 

ciety iu  Soulhwark,  with  a  .society  at  Man- 
chester, wiLli  a  society  at  Shefticld,  with  a  so- 

ciety ut  Norwich,  and,  I  bcheve,  with  some 
other  societies;  and  when  you  adscrl  to  the 
correspondence  between  these  several  socie- 

ties, and  to  the  declarations  of  the  severtil 

other  societies,  adopted  a<^  they  were  by  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  to 
which  they  all  looked  up — and  parlicularly 
they  looked  up  to  the  prisuner  at  the  bar,  as 
the  leader  of  that  society— you  will  find  that 
their  principles  led  to  the  estubhshmcnt  of 

what  was  called  Mr.  Paine's  Rij^hts  of  Man, 
and  cojuequeotly  to  Uie  total  uesUuction  of 
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the  British  government.  For,  gentlemen,  if 
you  advert  in  any  degree  to  what  is  laid 
down  in  Mr.  Pune's  b<^k8,  you  will  find  his 
assertions  to  be  totally  incompatible  with  the 
existence  of  the  government  as  it  now  stands 
in  this  country.  You  will  find  it  particularly 
asserted  by  Mr.  Paine,  that  in  whatever  man- 

ner the  separate  parts  of  a  consUtution  may 
be  arranged,  there  is  one  general  principle 
that  distmguishes  freedom  from  slaveiy ; 
which  is,  that  all  hereditary  government  is,  to 
the  people,  a  species  of  slavery,  and  that  a 
representative  eovemment  is  freedom;  that 
monarchy  would  not  haye  continued  so  many 
aces  in  the  world,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
abuses  it  protects ;  that  it  is  the  master  O^ud 
which  shelters  all  others ;  that  the  principles 
upon  which  constitutions  are  now  formed 
(Mr.  Paine  adverting  to  the  American  consti- 

tution, and  to  that  which  is  formed  in  France), 
reject  all  hereditary  pretensions  to  govem- 
xnent— reject  all  that  catalogue  of  assump- 

tions known  by  the  name  of  prerogative; 
and  he  adds,  that  the  oath  called  the  civic 
oath,  in  France  (I  am  now  speaking  of  the 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  the  nrisonej^t^* 
bar  approving  of  all  these  publications^  and 
showing,  in  terms  unequivooJ,  what  were  hb 
opinions  upon  these  subjects,  or  at  least  thosa 
opipious  which  he  chose  to  manifest  for  the 
purpose  of  accomphshing  his  wishes  with 
those  whom  he  was  endeavouring  to  exdt^ 
to  the  destruction  of  the  existing  eovemmeiiV 
You  will  find  him,  in  a  letter  which  will  be 
read  to  you,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  a  per- 

son who  assumed  the  appellatioaof  the  Eciitor 
of  the  Patriot  (a  paper  which  was  printed  a$ 
Sheffield),  a  letter  which  details,  with  a  wonr 
derful  mmuteness,  all  the  arts  that  were  to  be 
used»  and  which  I  have  described  to  yoii,  for 
the  destniction  of  the  existing  government  in 

the  opinion  of  the  people — which  speaks  of 
the  manner  in  which  reason,  imperial  reason^ 
was  to  act  as  the  generallissimo,  or  com- 

mander in  chief;  but  that  art  was  to  be  se- 
cond in  command,  for  the  purpose  of  inflaming 

the  people,  and  exciting  them  against  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  The  answer  to  that 

letter,  in  which  I  understand  the  hand-writing 
of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  will  appear,  con- 

first  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  which  was  j  eludes  thus: — <<  Freedom,  though  an  infant^ 
written  before  the  nnal  destruction  of  the  |  makes  Herculean  efforts,  ana  the  vipers. 
French  monarchy)  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and  i  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy,  are  panting  ana 
the  kin^y  is  improper ;  that  if  an  oath  ought 
to  be  taken  at  all,  it  ought  to  be,  as  in  Ame- 

rica, to  the  nation  only ;  and  then  he  foretels, 
in  clear  and  decisive  terms,  that  monarchy 
will  not  continue  in  France ;  and  the  reason 
which  he  gives  for  this  assertiop,  is  a  reason 
which  unauestionably  is  in  itself  unanswera- 
l)le,  namely,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  upon  which  the  government,  then 
established  in  France,  was  founded.  For  he 
conceived  that  the  principles  upon  which  the 
Constituent  Assembly  of  1791  had  formed 
the  government,  were  what  he  calls  the  prin- 

ciples of  the  Rights  of  Man ;  and  it  is  perfectly 
tnie  that  monarchy,  or  any  hereditary  esta- 

blishment whatever,  is  perfectly  inconsistent 
with  those  principles.  He  therefore  foretold, 
in  no  equivocal  terms,  the  approaching  disso- 

lution of  the  monarchy  so  constituted  in 
France,  and  the  establishment  of  a  complete 
republic ;  a  prediction  which  you  know,  gen- 

tlemen, has  since  been  accomplished ;  ana  he^ 
as  well  as  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  vou  will  find  con- 

sidered in  their  several  worxs,  that  the  per- 
sons who,  in  the  Constituent  Assembly  of 

1791,  acceded  to  retaining  the  kingly  office 
in  the  government  which  they  framed,  did  so 
out  of  respect  only  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
people,  because  they  conceived  the  people 
were  not  then  ripe  for  the  total  destruction  of 
monarchy ;  that  they  therefore  established  a 
government  in  which  the  kingly  office  nomi- 

nally remained,  but  placed  in  such  a  situation, 
and  placed  together  with  powers  formed  on 
principles  so  totally  opposite  to  thdse  of  an 
hereditary,  monarchical  government,  that  it 
was  impoi^ible  both  should  stand  together ; 
and  therefore  they  conceived  the  monarchy, 
u  the  weikest|  muM  neoeftsarily  fall. 

writhing  under  its  grai>p.  May  success, 

peace,  and  happiness  attciid  those  efibrts.*' 
F«fforts  which  you  observe  were  to  be  made  by 
freedom,  compared  to  an  infant  Hercules 
strangling  the  vipers  Aristocracy  and  Mo- 

narchy, representing  aristocracy  and  mor 
narchy  as  of  that  description  of  things  which 
answered  the  term  of  vipers  stinging  the 
bosom  in  which  they  were  nourishecr 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  when  a  so- 
ciety at  Norwich  applied  itself  to  one  of  these 

societies  for  an  explanation  upon  the  subject 
of  their  intention,  whether  they  nteant  to  be 

content  with  the  duke  of  Richmond*s  plan, 
or,  as  some  of  the  societies  seemed  to  pro- 

pose* to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots — the 
i  answer — an  answer  given  after  a  great  deal  of 
deUberation — went  in  no  degree  to  the  point-— 
but  directing  the  Norwich  Society,  in  alt  they 
should  write  and  say  upon  the  subject,  to  leavQ 
monarchy  alone— to  attend  to  that  which  they 

'  had  been  before  directe<l  to  attend  to — the 
I  insisting  upon  universal  suffrage  as  a  clear, 
\  distinct  principle,  and  that  every  thing  else 
would  necessarily  follow. 

Gentlemen — The  views  of  these  societies 
will  also  perhaps  not  indistinctly  appear  from 
their  transactions  with  a  society  avowedly 
framed  for  the  purpose  of  a  reform  cf  parlia- 

ment—a society  ot  which  you  have  proliably 
heard  under  the  description  ̂ }i  the  1  riends  of 
the  People,  avowing  thembelves  to  be  advo- 

cates for  a  reform  in  parliament — that  is — ^in 
the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Conimont— ^ 
but  witli  a  declared  iinxicty  to  iirescrve  the 
principles  of  the  constitution  itself  You  witt 
find,  gentlemen,  th«t)  in  the  ooujrie  of  th) 

correspondence  betwM|be'  1t#i!gr'^  Coifc' 

ititutioiiatliiforiniAN^i^ 



^Om\m\'  -  '«-'-»^rr,  aiifhhc  Society  of  the 
01  ^le,  U^e  Soci€t.v  of  the 
of  '  ■  in.riMfnH'-TTivi'lves  corn- 
toil  iis  Miij<, 

rW.  a'1    ■  ■...  I..     ',,,-    ̂ iitiety   for 
uatioiiy  because  I  hey  con* 

-   were  goinc  Icnglhs  far 
;ijc  jjiirpsisc  to  which  ihe  Society  of 

Ff  i^nd^  ot  tlie  l*coplc  meant  to  conilino 

OmlJemea^  thii  Is  not  materia],  unques- 

'1jr,  with  respect  to  the  view  in  which Society  of  the  Frienrtn  of  the  People  saw 
cooiluct  ot  the  other  sociply.— You  are 
lOCliar|c  A  man  wjtli  a  criminal  act  be- 

ut]>er  pi^ople  have  conceived  him  guilty 
it — bul  it  IS  extremely  important  in  this 
t  of  view — Ihiit  when  a  body  of  the  de- 

n  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
erUcrlaiued  and  avowed  this  jealousy 

*«"ly  for  Con»lilutioDal  Information, 
a  man  of  the  description  of  the 

oijrr  at  the  bar,  a  man  of  considerable  na- 
ulents,  and  great  acquirements,  and 

bo  tnu>t  therefore  have  seen  the  whole  force 

the  answer  sent  bj-  the  Iriends  of  the  Pea- 
to  Kl^  *,-»r  i.ty^l  became  ibe  society  com- 

1 1  w  that  they  had  it  in  their  re- 
't  i*laiian  <o  do  any  thing  which 
d  injure  the  constituted  government  of 

country,  nnd  to  declare  that  their  object 
^^  I  tied  ;*nd  as  contined  as  that  of  the 
1  the  People,  though  perhaps  they 
;  r  with  ihcra  as  to  the  extent  of  the 

be  applied.  But,  gentlemen,  you 
wui  nnn  ihat  nothing  of  that  sort  was  done. 
^hk  tbc  contrary,  in  the  course  of  other  cor- 

ence  with  other  societies,  you  will 
the  Ckinstitutionul  Society  afterwards  en- 
ouniiy  tn  persuade  the  Country  Societies, 

-s  of  the  People  were  not  ho- 
V  did  not  mean  to  do  any  thing 

thai  llic  object  of  that  society  was 
cntitnvance,  to  protect  that  which  they 

f  ■  I  hey  meant  lo  reform. 
nun,  the  union  ot  the  society  for 

•in>liluUoual  lufomiatiun  with  the  other  so- 
cilended  not  only  to  corrcApondence, 
■astimiug  a  number  of  the  members 

it  ftociclies  as  associated  members 

own. — You  will  find,  Ihat^of  a  society 
Sliclfield,  which  was  a  numerous  and  a 
nil.ifU  ddive  society,  and  which  seems 
1  !  der  the  direction  of  some  per* 

i  rable  al»ility,  they  asijociated 
t  ^  some  time  in  March,  1792. 

lu  like  manner,  at  another  pe- 
I  ik  in  July,  1792,  they  B5s*»ciaied 

London  Corresponding  Society— 
\ivx\  lied  members  of  the  Norwich 
Soci-  some  other  societies,  for  the 
Et-  .•*  <ji>titngall  these  several  societies, 

leaflA  of  those  honorary  members,  with 
selves. 

You  will  alio  find  them,  during  the  course 
of  tbe  year  1792.  not  only  repeatedly  adopting 

Mr.  fmt*8  works  id  terms  of  th«  §ti«nge3t 

and  most  unqualified  approbation— in 

applying  clearly  to  those  parts  of  his  works^ which  go  most  direcllj  to  the  destruction  of 
the  British  couttitution,  but  supportiug  MrJ 
Paine  in  a  prosecution  in!;titutea  against  hii 

for  publishiu^  the  pecond  part  of  trie  Rights' 
of  Man,  sustaining  him  throughout  that  proso*. 
cution,   and  consequently  adopting,  in  Iha^ 
clearest  and  most  explicit  manner,  those  pas 
sages  in  the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Mai 
which  were  the  objects  of  that  prosecutiot 
which  were  conceived  to  be    so  extremely 

offensive,  and  to  lead  to  such  dangerous  coi^*^ 

sequences — avowedly  adopting  the  principlef* of  that  work  as  principles  which  were  to  h%L 
supported,  and  explicitly  declaring  that  th^ 
man  who  laid  down  those  principles  was  a 
honour  lo  the  society  to  which  he  bclongf 
(for  he  was  an  honorary  member  of  this  Con/ 
stitutional  Society)  and  a  faithful  servant 
his  country. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  them  likewific,  ai. 

various  seditious  publicaltons  by  Mr.  Paine "^ 
made  their  appearance,  adopting  those  puK 
lications;   and  particularly  his  letter  to  the 

people  of  France  after  he  was  chosen  a  raemi-' bcr  of  the  National  Convention,  which,  ̂ uiil 
will  recollect,  was  after  the  utter  destruction 
of  monarchy  in  France  by  the  deposition  of 

the  king  in  August,  1792. — You  will  find  them,' 
explicitly  adopting  that  letter,  and  ordering, 
the  printing  of  others  of  his  publications,  at 
their  own  expense,  to  an  extent,  in  point  of 
number,  which  strikes  one  when  mentioned. 
—I  think  of  Mr.  Painc*s  letter  to  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  they  ordered  1^,000  copies  lo  be  prLnledi 

for  the  purpose  of  dispersion. 
Gentlemen,  you  will  find  them  in  like  man* 

ner  adopting  a  letter  of  Mr,  Joel  Barlow  i» 
the  people  of  France,  with  respect  to  the  al-.i 
tcralions  which  he  conceived  ought  to  be 
made  in  their  constitution  of  179L— /Vnd  I^ 
thinks  when  you  read  the  letter  which  Mr/ 
Barlow  sent  lo  the  sociely  with  the  printed 
copy  of  that  letter,  and  when  you  read  the 
answer  to  his  letter  to  the  society,  and  see  Iha 
nature  of  his  address  lo  the  people  of  France. 
you  will  be  astonished  that  any  persons  should 
hope  lo  be  esteemed  friendly  to  the  govern* 
nient  of  this  country,  who  could  approve,  in 
such  terms,  such  a  letter  as  that  of  Mr.  Bar- 

low to  the  people  of  France.  In  his  letter  to 
the  society,  he  expressly  states,  that  he  coiu 
ceives  his  address  to  the  people  of  France,  to 
be  important  lo  the  objects  ot  the  society :  the 
object  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  peo- 

ple of  France  being,  to  tell  them  that  all  that* 
they  had  of  monarchy  in  their  old  conslilu- 
tion  of  1791,  wiis  totally  wrong,  was  founded 

upon  wrong  principles ;  and  that  the  dcstruc*'^ tion  of  monarchy  itself  was  essential  to  the] 
true  constitution  of  every  government. 

This  letter  he  states  lo  the  society  lo 
as  he  conceived,  a  letter  important  to  the  oIkI 

ject  which  they  had  in  view.— It  is  impossib!* 
to  conceive  in  what  manner  it  could  be  im-j 

portaal  lo  th»  object  whidi  they  had  ia  Tie^r^ 
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unless  their  object  was,  to  make  the  same 
chaDse  in  the  gorenmient  of  this  cotmtry 
which  the  new  assembly  in  France  was  pre- 

paring to  make  in  the  constitution  which  nad 
Deen  established  in  1791,  by  the  utter  aboli- 

tion of  monarchy. 
Gentlemen.  I  l>efore  mentioned  to  you  the 

address  which  the  societ^^  presented  to  the 
Jacobin  Club.  That  was  even  earlier;  for 
that  was  in  Mav,  179S ;  and  you  will  find  this 
paper  exoressed  in  terms  which  will  make  it 
impossible  for  you  to  doubt  that  the  persons 
idio  thus  addressed  that  Jacobin  Club,  did  so 
with  a  full  conviction  that  they  truly  ad- 

dressed them  when  they  hailed  tliem,  "  Bro- 
thers and  fellow-citizens  of  the  world,''  and 

stated  to  them,  that  when  they  offered  their 
congratulations  on  the  glorious  Revolution 
which  the  French  nation  had  accomplished, 
they  spoke  a  language  which  only  smcerity 
dictated. 
GenUemeu,  this  address  will  be  read  to 

you;  and  therefore  I  will  not  detail  to  you 
the  different  parts  of  it;  but  there  is  one  part 
which  I  will  observe  upon ;  and  I  will  more 
particularly  observe  upon  it,  on  account  of  the 
consequences  which  may  perhaps  have  fol- 

lowed from  it.  After  statins,  <'  It  would  have 
given  an  additional  triumpli  to  our  congra- 

tulations, if  the  Rights  of  Man,  which  are  the 
foundation  of  your  Declaration  of  Rights,  had 
been  recognized  by  the  governments  around 
you.  and  tranquilhty  established  in  all,*' — in- 

cluding necessarily  in  that  description  the 
British  eovemmeut,  and  therefore  asserting 
their  wish,  that  the  equal  Rights  of  Man,  the 
foundation  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the 
French,  upon  which  the  governmcut  of  1791, 
had  been  imperfectiy  constituted,  should  be 
established  in  all  governments.  They  add— 
"  We  now  behold  you,  a  nation  provoked  into 
defence,  and  we  can  see  no  mode  of  defence 
equal  to  that  of  establishing  the  general  free- 
aom  of  Europe.  In  this  best  of  causes  we  wish 
you  success.    Our  hearts  go  with  you** 

When  they  state  that  they  can  see  no  mode 
of  defence  equal  to  that  of  establishing  the  ge- 

neral freedom  of  Europe.  I  will  beg  you  to  re- 
collect that  the  same  idea  is  suggested  in  a 

work  of  Mr.  Paine,  "  that  the  revolution  in 
France  was  to  be  accomplished  only  by  esta- 
BUshing  similar  revolutions  in  all  other  cuun- 
tria  in  the  world;"  and  I  will  beg  you  also 
to  recollect,  tliat  it  was  the  general  opinion 
of  the  French,  that  the  preservation  of  their 
revolution  was  to  be  effected,  according  to  the 
/expression  of  one  of  their  ablest  deputies,  by 
Mtting  the  four  comers  cf  the  world  on  fre. 
You  will  then  see  the  eround  of  that  famous 
jdecrec  of  the  NationiQ  Assembly  of  France, 
for  establishing  the  general  freedom  of  Eu- 

rope, as  a  system  of  defence  f  and  you  will  col- 
lect whether  this  address  of  the  Society  for 

Constitutional  Information  to  the  Jacobin 

Society  at  Paris,  may  not  have  been  the  foun- 
dation oL  or  at  least  an  encouragement  to,  the 

whole  of  that  violent  proceeding. 

Gentiemen,  these  societies  were  not  con- 
tented with  this  address  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  to  the  Jacobin  Society  at  Paris,  in 
which  the  prisoner  appears  to  have  had  a 
very  particular  hand. — Indeed  you  will  find 
in  a  great  deal  of  the  evidence  which  will  be 
produced  to  you,  the  hand-writing  of  the  pri- 

soner, which  shows  that  he  directed  the 
whole  of  their  proceedings,  and  ̂ ou  will  find 
this  upon  occasions,  and  under  circumstances 
that  will  astonish  you. — ^The  societies  next 
proceeded  to  address  the  National  Convention 
at  Paris.  Upon  this  subject  a  private  cor- 

respondence took  place  between  some  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 

and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  A  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Frost,  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  person  who  corresponded  with  Mr.  Tooke, 
was  then  at  Paris;  and  you  will  find  that  in 
his  conception  of  things,  without  the  afliur  of 
the  10th  of  August  (which  you  will  recoUeei 
was  the  total  overthrow  of  monarchy  in 

France)  liberty  was  at  an  end.  You  will  like- 
wise find,  that  during  the  course  of  these 

transactions,  the  prisoner  at  fhe  bar  was  in 
correspondence  with  Petion,  the  mayor  of 
Paris;  a  correspondence  which,  in  its  lan- 

guage, showed  that  Petion  considered  himself 
and  the  prisoner  as  engaged  in  the  same  com- 

mon cause.  Their  cause,  as  I  conceive,  could 
be  no  otherwise  a  common  cause,  than  ai 
they  conceived,  accordinjg  to  the  declaration 
in  the  address  to  the  Jacobins,  **  that  the 
best  defence  for  France  was  the  establishinj; 

the  general  freedom  of  Europe." 
Gentlemen,  you  will  find,  that  in  conse- 

auencc  of  a  private  correspondence  between 
le  prisoner  at  the  bar  and  one  of  the  mem- 

bers of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
the  proposition  to  address  the  National  Con- 

vention of  France,  apparently  originated  with 
that  society;  but  in  truth  it  was  a  matter 
which  had  been  previously  setUed  between 
the  prisoner  and  this  member  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society.  The  London  Cor- 

responding Society  sent  to  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information  the  address  which 

they  had  prepared ;  and  a  committee  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  was  appointed  to  con- 

fer with  them  upon  the  subject,  of  which 
committee  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  \^  as  one. 
This  address  the  Constitutional  Society  didf 
not  think  proper  to  adopt  as  their  own ;  but 
they  resolved  that  they  highly  approved  of 
the  spirit  of  it. 

The  address  of  which  the  Constitutional 
Society  thus  approved  the  spirit,  is  expressed 
in  such  terms,  that  I  must  detain  you  whilst 
I  slate  some  nassajges  in  it,  because  it  seems 
to  me,  together  with  the  address  which  was 
presented  Dy  the  society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation, plainly  to  show  the  plan  of  these 
societies.  After  addressing  the  French  Con- 

vention in  strong  terms  of  friendship,  the  ad- 
dress of  the  London  Corresponding  Society 

represents  them  ferventiy  supplicating  the 

Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe  to  be  fiivour- 
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■UfctD  ''  •   ■  :ii  ►     *   \]it}  (^invention,  as  iuli- 

mileJv  '  I'  .III":  v^|th  ti^  irowri;  again  asserl- 
ia|  Uiai  tcic  C3ir  li  thff  FrcDchCon- 
vcn^oci  «••  the  I:  I,  was  a  cause  imi- 

nakt;  *^      '   '  ̂Mtu  mu  m  which  the  socie- 
lio  ii  ere  eogiLged.    They  proceed, 
**  Frc^-"-^  ̂ ,  ̂ ..i  by  *n  oppressive  system  of 
ciNi^l*  wbu^e  gmdual  but   continued   cn- 
cnuciuDOOU   have   denrived  this   nHtion   of 

neuiy  oH  U^  boasted  lioerty,  and  brought  us 

t'm  v,t   til  that  abject  state  of  slavery  frooi 
1   have  50  emerged/^    And   here, 
.  19  another  instauce  of  that  mis- 

^  ,    .     i    .'<  *u  •vhirh  I  before  men llone<l  to 

>    .    II  t  air,  '    !  Jii-  out  to  the  people  of  Ibis ore  reduced  to  a  state  of 

^embhng;  that  in  which 
i.riu.  r^  tiie  revolution  of  1789,  that 

'  fAiarcely  a  difference  between  the les. 

»"S6  proceeds,  "  Ihey  conceive  it  to 
Ay  of  Britons  to  countenance  and 

.    lo   the    utmost   of  their   power,  the 
;  ion^  of  human  happiness^  and  lo  swear 

Mg  on  the  plan  you  have 

Ic  friendship-/' — that  is, 
i  lendship  to  a  nation  pro- 
ich  had  for  its  object  the 

fnonarchy,  and  all  hcre- 
the  government  of  their 

-.  i^,  --v^iljlishing  in  lieu  of  it,  a 
'(•resentitivc  government,  founded 

_ii[»osed  principles  of  the  Rights  nf 
Mm.    Then  they  proceed  to  state  their  own 
}Hu.iUoo;    that  the  stern,  uphfted  arm  of 
authority  kept   back  the   timid;    and  add, 
■    \Tcu  MOW  aik  each  other  what  is  freedom? 

'■<'■    tt  are  out  rights?    Frenchmen  you  are 
fy  free^  and  Britona  are  preparing  lo  be- 

c^fnt  M)."    A  clear  and  explicit  declaration 
lltat  ibey  conceived  the  French  were  become 
6m  ifl  consequence  of  the  events  of  the  lOth 
•f  August,  by  which  munarchy  was  totally 

iettfo^cd  io  Fmuce^  and  that*  Britons  were prepomj&g  to  become  as  free  as  the  French 
wdc   b*:^<:im'j   by   those  events.—**  Seekiuf; 
•or  re  ,  wc  find  thorn  in  our  bosoms" 
— 4bc  narchy  and  aristocracy,  which 
J9«   ftt**^ilccl  were    mentioned   in    another 
piper — for  tl)e.v  add,  "  We  feel  ourselves  in- 
•awlly  torn   by,  and  ever  the  victims  of  a 
rcfttJ«u   and   all-consuming  aristocracy,  hi- 

ikal*:     '      '    iKj  of  every  ualion  under  tlie 
■••!  ivc  you  acted  in  expelling  it 

Geotlcmea,  what  is  this  but  a  declaration 
di4l  titjr   hrmch  of  llic  legislature  of  this 
•ouc^  use  of  Lords,  was  an  all-con- 
■Bftiri^  jcy,  and  that  the  French  had 
ttted  wudy  m  cxpelhng   aristocracy  from 

France  *  At  the  conclusion  there  is  a  passage 
'leyond  a  possibiUty  ol  doubt, 
t  was  the  establishment  in 

Mint, from  which  not 
racy,  but  monarchy, 

•ifuuiu    a^so    lie    tiyjiisned;    for    they    add, 
•  While  yoo  eqjoy  ihc  envied  glory  of  being 

A.  D.  17D4, 

the  unaided  defenders  of  freedom,  wc  foadly 
anticipate  in  idea  the  numerous  bleifBrngt 
mankmd  will  enjoy;  if  you  succeed  as  we 

ardently  wish,"  that  is,  succeed  in  establish- 
ing that  government  which  the  Convention 

were  then  about  to  establish,  and  by  which 

monarchy  was  to  be  totally  annihilated,  **  if 
you  succeed,  as  we  ardently  wish,  the  triple 
alliance  (not  of  crowns,  but)  of  the  people  of  ̂  
America,  France,  and  Britain,  will  cjve  free* 

dom  to  Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world.** 
('an  declarations  be  more  explicit  thxxk 

these,  that  their  object  was,  that  the  power 
which  should  be  competent  in  this  coimtrf  I 
to  make  an  alliance*  should  not  be  the  king^  i 
by  whom,  according  to  the  constitutioD  of] 
this  country,  alt  treaties  with  foreign  states 
must  be  made,  and  with  whom  all  dealingt 
with  foreign  powers  must,  al  least,  nominal^ 

be  had,  and  that  there  should  be  a  triple' 

alliance — not  of  crowns — expressly  ncgativi]  ' the  crown — but  of  the  people  of  America, 
France,  and  of  Britain,  to  give  freedom  to 
Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world?  adopU , 
ing  again  the  idea  developed  in  the  address 
to  the  Jacobins  of  May  preceding,  that  givin^J 
freedom  to  Europe  was  the  best  defence  for  I 
that  which  was  then  transacting  m  France. 

They  add,  "  How  well  purchased  will  be^ 
though  at  the  expense  of  much  blood,  the 
glorious,  the  unprecedented  privilege  of  saying 
mankind  is  free  !  Tyrants  and  tyranny  are  no 
more !  Peace  reigns  on  the  earth  !  And  this 

is  the  work  of  henchmen." 
Can  language  convey  in  stronger  terms- ] 

the  ideas  ol  men  bent  on  the  destruction  of  j 

every  thing  to  which  they  could  give  the 
terms  monarchy,  aristocracy,  or  the  crown  ix^[ 
Ibis  country  ;  of  establishing  that  which  the/] 
conceive  to  be  universal  freedom,  and  abolish- 

ing wliat  they  call  tyrants  and  tyranj»y,  s^j 

that  peace  might  reign  on  the  earth.       '        i Vou  will  find,  geatleiuen,  in  the  course  ofl 
the  evidence  which  will  be  laid  before  yMM 
this  ropeatedly  and  arl/ully  urged  to  catcl 
men  of  enthusiastic  dispositions,  that  if  nu 
nurchy  and  aristocracy  were  abi>lished,  an 

all  governments  were  what  they  tall  "  gt 
vertimcnts  of  the  people,"  wars  would  be  at^ 
an  eud,  and  universal  peace  would  rcigti  upniii 
the  earth.  Ihus  you  will  find  one  papen 
opening  another,  the  same  principlesdevejoped^j 
ibronghout,  and  those  principles  aiming  at  th«J 
destruction  of  the  government  of  IhiscountryJ 
and  al  the  establishment  of  a  rcprcsetitativnl 

goveramcut. Upon  this  address  the  Society  for  f^onsii. 
tutional  Information  resolved  *'  that  thej 
thanks  of  this  society  be  given  to  the  Londoi 
Corresponding  Society  for  the  above  addrcf 
and  that  the  secretary  acquaint  them  Ihi 
society  do  highly  approve  of  the  spirit  of  th 

same." 

Having  approved  of  the  spirit  of  tins 
dress  of  the  London  Corresponding  Socieij 
thev  proceed  to  prepare  a  separate  address  I  _ 
their  own,  conceived  ia  langua^  as  strong  mI 
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that  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society  j 
90  that  I  think  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  they 
did  not  decline  concurring  in  the  address  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society,  because 
they  thought  it  too  strong,  but  because  pro- 

bably they  thought  that  expressing  the  same 
things  in  other  words,  they  should  convey  the 
same  ideas  still  more  mffusivcly  throughout  the 
coimtiy. 

The  address  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  to  the  National  Convention  in 

France,  beeins  thus — "  Servants  of  a  Sove- 
rei^  People,  and  benefactors  of  mankind,  we 
rejoice  that  your  revolution  has  arrived  at  that 
point  of  perfection  which  will  permit  us  to 
address  you  by  this  title.  It  is  the  only  one 
that  can  accord  with  the  character  of  true 

legislators/'  This  is  a  clear  declaration  that 
an  hereditary  office  of  king,  and  an  hereditary 
peerage,  were,  in  their  opinions,  utterly  in- 

consistent with  the  character  of  true  leds- 
lators.  It  is  consequently  a  declaration  that 
they  wished  to  establish  a  legislature  founded 
upon  the  same  principle  as  that  on  which  the 
Convention  in  France  proceeded;  upon  a 
principle  wholly  elective.  They  proceed — 
**  Every  successive  epoch  in  your  afl^irs  has 
added  something  to  the  triumphs  of  liberty 
and  the  glorious  victory  of  the  10th  of  Auguit, 
has  finally  prepared  the  way  for  a  constitution, 
which,  we  trust,  you  will  establish  on  the 
basis  of  reason  and  nature.'' 

They  conceived,  therefore,  gentlemen,  that 
the  events  of  the  10th  of  August  were  a  glo- 

rious victory,  and  that  it  prepared  the  way  for 
the  establishment  of  a  constitution  on  the 
basis  of  reason  and  nature;  a  basis  upon 
which  every  man  must  wish  that  every  con- 

stitution should  be  founded,  only  that  what 
is  reason,  and  what  is  nature,  what  is  that 
basis  upon  which  a  constitution  ought  to  be 
founded,  is  tiiat  upon  which  many  men  are 
very  likely  to  differ. 
There  are  other  passages  in  this  address 

which  clearly  show  the  objects  of  the  persons 
who  presented  it.  They  represent  the  con- 

dition of  Englishmen,  though  not  so  bad  as 
that  of  other  countries,  yet  still  as  approach- 

ing to  a  stale  of  slavery.  They  tender  their 
warmest  wishes  for  the  full  extent  of  the  pro- 

gress, and  success  of  the  cause  in  which  the 
French  Convention  were  engaged ;  and  add, 
"  It  is  indeed  a  sacred  cause.  We  cherish  it 
as  the  pledge  of  your  happiness,  our  natural 
and  nearest  friends,  anu  we  rely  upon  it  as 
the  bond  of  fnitcrnal  union  to  the  human 
race,  in  which  union  our  own  nation  will 
surely  he  one  of  the  first  to  concur."  After 
stating  the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  assembly  in  France,  they 
add,  "  Go  on  legislators,  in  the  work  of 
human  happiness,  the  benefits  will  in  part  be 
ours,  but  the  glory  shall  be  ull  your  own.  It 
is  the  reward  of  your  perseverance,  it  is  the 
pilzQ  of  virtue."  And  then  considering  that 
the  sparks  of  liberty  have  been  preserved  in 
KiiglaDcf,  only  so  nr  as  to  show  the  darkness 
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I  visible  in  the  rest  of  Europe ;  they  speak  of 
the  lustre  of  the  American  republic  as  like  an 
eflfulzent  morning,  but  still  too  distant  to 
enlijgnten  our  hemisphere,  till  the  splendor 
of  the  French  Revolution  burst  forth  upon  the 
nation  in  the  full  fervour  of  the  meridian  sun; 
and  displayed  in  the  midst  of  th^  European 
world  the  practical  result  of  principles  wpich 

philosophy  had  sought  in  the  shade  of  specu- 
lation; and  which  experience  must  every 

where  confirm.  The  practical  result  of  the 
principles  thus  applauded,  you  must  consider 
as  directly  opposite  to  the  principles  ilpon 
which  the  material  parts  of  the  British  con^ 
stitution  are  foubded,  because  they  are  prin- 

ciples utterly  inconsistent  with  an  hereditary 
monarchy,  or  an  hereditary  House  of  Lords. 

The  address  concludes,  **  In  this  career  of 
improvement,  your  example  will  be  soon  fol- 

lowed ;  for  nations  rising  from  their  lethargy, 
will  reclaim  the  Rights  of  Man  with  a  voice 
which  man  cannot  resist." 

Gentlemen,  I  have  enlarged  upon  these  two 
addresses,  betause  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
develope  with  a  clearness  not  to  be  qnestioned» 
the  principles  of  these  societies,  and  show 
that  they  were  perfectly  hostile  to  the  eonsti- 
tution  of  this  country  :  and  because  it  seemi 
to  me  impossible  to  conceive  that  men  vho 
framed  and  presented  such  addresses,  could 
have  in  view  simply  a  reform  of  the  Commons 
House  of  parliament,  upon  any  system  of  re- 

form, meaning  to  go  no  farther. 
Gentlemen,  they  were  not  misunderstood 

by  the  persons  to  whom  their  addresses  were 
presented ;  nor  indeed  did  the  persons  who 
presented  the  address  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  misunderstand  its  meaning.  The  per- 

sons chosen  for  this  purpose  were  Mr.  JoeF 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost.* 

You  will  find  that  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  and  Mr. 
Frost,  at  the  time  they  presented  this  address, 
pronounced  an  introductory  address  from  them- 

selves^ but  afterwards  communicated  to  the 
Constitutional  Society,  and  perfectly  approved 
by  them. 

In  this  introductory  address  they  express 

themselves  thug :  *'  Citizens  of  France,we  arc- 
deputed  by  the  Patriotic  Socie^  in  London, 
called  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion, to  congratulate  you  in  its  name  upon  the 
triumphs  ot  liberty.  Before  the  epoch  of 
your  revolution,  this  society  employed  itself 
on  this  important  object  with  little  hopes  of 
success."  They  then  state,  that  innumerable 
societies  of  the  same  sort  were  forming  in' 
every  part  of  England ;  that  they  excited  a 
spirit  of  universal  enquiry  into  the  complicated 
aouses  of  government,  and  the  simple  means 
of  reform ;  that  after  the  example  given  by 
France,  revolutions  would  become  easy ;  that 
reason  was  about  to  make  a  rapid  progress ; 
and  that  it  would  not  be  extraordinary  if  in 
much  less  space  than  could  be  imagined,  the 

*  See  his  trial  for  seditious  words  in  thia 
Collection,  Vol.  22^  p.  47 1. 
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<>u  will  find  ibal  this  idea  of  a 
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?-        ;     lilt   llje  people  were  to  ef}ei:t  iheir 

on  hv  means  of  that  National 

I  >in   which    alone    they  could 
t^eU;  by  the  people  meeting  in  a 

:  ri,  Iwcjiusc  they  Could  not  expect  to 
kU  they  wished  from  ttiecoQ* 
lies  ofgovernnicnt, 
[.  of  the  1  rcnch  National  A&- 
III  the  U'ist,  hesitate  to  inter- 
'  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
ling*  iiuon  it ;  lor  in  liis  an- 
V3»  lu  the  aikircsser?.,  *'  Those 
I  our  hherly  will  one  day  be- 

i  ters  of  yours/'  Then  he  adds, 
•  iblicau*," — so  that  he  clearly 

r  their  address   breathed    the 
^  in— he  had  not  the  least 
1  i;;  to  the   persons  who 
Cau,£  lu  Luii  uiiJi  jsiicfi  an  address  that  epi* 
thel.  lie  »ays,  *♦  The  shades  of  Pym,  of 
iljiiip<len,  and  of  Sydney,  arc  hovering  over 
jour  hc^>> ;  ami  the  moment  canuot  he  dis- 
uaiwltfT)  the  people  of  rnmcc  will  offer  their 
cvnmtuliitioiis  to  a  National  Convention  in 

Fji^.iii.I  '*  \%ju  perceive,  therefore,  that 
I  !-nl    of   the    National,    Couven- 
i.  '  ̂ ncc,    had  not  the  least  doubt  of 
tiir  mcautiig  of  the  address  which  was  nude 
taliJii  :  orol  the  object  of  it;  and  that  the 

»ciK*c«fCs  might  piobably  be  that  which 
i»ldrt"»^*'er*  th<'ni'»elves  liiuJ  told  hiiu  they 

fVOMh 

vlikh 

Get 
luirtv 

IB  Fr^ 

unely,  the  cslablishnrenl 
line  sort  of  convention 
lislied  in  I  raiicc, 
ir  to  dcl^iit  to  you  a  va»t 

(..pirs,  all  tending  lo  the 
—  letters  tirom  the  ̂ ocielies 

'<  rw  frou)  and  lo  the  Societies 
i\  one  thing  which  I  think  I 

ly  to  mention  to  you.   On  the 

:Arv,'l793— ccftainly  a  very  criti- 

cal  period -^it  was  a  lime  when,  in  the  per- 
suasion of  men  in  general,  a  war  between  the 

two  countries  was  hkely  to  tike  pliice— the 
CoiistitiJtuiual  Society  ihous^ht  proper  to  niaka 
three  mtmbersof  the  French  Niitioiwil  Aiwiu- 
bly,  Mr.  S.iinl  Aadr<?,  Mr.  Darrtre*  ami  Mr. 

Howland,  lionorarj*  members  of  their  society^ 
5aint  Andr<S  on  the  13th  of  January,  a&d  BaT- 
r^r"  anti  Uowtand,  on  the  85ih  of  January  j 
dcbcnbint;  thcinas  the  most  judicious  and  en- 
li^htcnetTlVieruls  of  hherly.  And  on  the  Jst 
ot  iVbruary,  they  resolved,  that  the  speeches 
of  Burrtrc,  :tiid  Saint  Andre,  in  the  French 
National  Assembly,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
trial  of  the  king.  Hhouid  be  entered  on  their 

books;  and  then  the)'  resolved,  lh;il  this  re- 
solution should  be  printed  in  th«  public  news- 

papers. 

Undoubtedly  this  is  nnt  publi^hing  direct 
those  speeches  ;  but  ii  is  publishing  ihem  in 
directly,  because  it  is  calling  the  aitcntion  ol 
ati  men  to  those  speeches, and  intimating;  that 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
conceived  the  speeches  conlamed  njaltcr  wor- 

thy of  attcn^n.  They  referred  the  attention 
of  the  public  lo  those  speeches,  as  conlaincil 
in  the  French  papers.  The  consequence  is 
cbvious,  that  those  who  were  likely  to  read 
the  resolutions  of  this  Society  for  Constitu- 

tional Information^  would  be  naturally  led  to 
read  these  speeches.  And  the  society  could 
have  no  object  in  these  resolutions  but  to 

adopt  in  some  way  or  other  these  speeches. 
These  speeches  will  be  given  in  evidence  lo 

you;  and  you  will  find  that  the  right  of  liic 
National  .'Assembly  to  decide  upon  the  fule  of 
the  kin^,  is  stated  to  arise  from  their  being  a 
Revohinonary  Assembly,  created  by  the  na- 

tion in  a  state  of  insurrection;  that  the 

speeches  proceed  lo  investigate  the  subject—* 
lo  consider  the  consequence  which  naturally 
must  follow,  from  the  rising  of  the  people 

against  the  government  of  the  country— to 
snow  that  it  must  effect  the  destruction  of 

that  government,  and,  therefore,  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  iDviobbility  of  the  person  of  the 

king. 

These  principles  afterwards,  as  you 
know,  were  adopted  by  the  French  Convc 
tion,  and  acted  upon  in  putting  the  kins  to 
death.  One  of  these  speeches  describes,  lik 
wise,  the  difference  between  a  conventiotl. 
and  an  ordinary  legislature,  showing  Ihat  i 
convention  of  tlic  people  iLssembled  upon  the 
extraordinary  occasion,  upon  which  llu.s  Con- 

vention in  France  was  assembled,  had  neces- 
sarily absolute  sovereign  power  to  model  and 

to  form  every  thing,  as  in  their  discretion 
they  should  think  proper,  because  they  wcr«t 

lo  be  considered  in  cfl'ecl  as  the  people  them- selves. And  Mr.  Barrfere  concludes,  speaking,: 
of  the  Constituent  Assembly  which  he  ob- 

serves had  laid  the  first  founuation  for  liberty, 
that  thrj/  were  vhitgcd  to  abide  by  what  um  then 
the  piejurUce  of  public  opinion  ;  but  that  now 
all  prejudices  of  that  kind  were  destroyed  ; 

and  he  adds,  •*  Nothing  was  wanting  to  im- £ 
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morUlize  that  asiembly  but  to  have  delivered 
France  from  the  calamity  of  kiDgly  go- 
Temment,  and  to  have  relieved  vou  from  the 
duty  of  judging  the  Ia«t  of  your  kings.  With 
this  example  before  your  eyes  you  hesitate 
even  in  the  first  step  of  your  dnty.  Am  I  then 
no  longer  in  the  midst  of  that  National  Con- 
vention,  whose  honourable  mission  it  was  to 

destroy  kings  and  royalty?" 
For  what  purpose  could  persons  who  meant 

to  assert  their  lovalt^  to  the  government  of 
this  country,  to  the  king,  and  to  the  establish- 

ment of  the  legislature  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  offer  to  the  attention  of  the  world 
these  speeches.  Unless  they  meant  to  de- 

stroy that  constituted  government  I  am  ut- 
terly at  a  loss  to  discover  their  purpose;  and 

I  believe  that  my  friends  will  find  it  as  diffi- 
cult to  discover. 

The  war  soon  followed— I  think  it  was  in 
the  month  of  February^  1793,  that  the  French 
declared  war.  This  interrupted  the  inter- 

course between  the  two  countries— but  it  was 
necessary  to  keep  up  the  spirit  of  the  persons 
who  were  to  be  engaged  in  that  revolution, 
which  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  with  others 
was,  1  assert,  engaged  to  effect.  They  con- 

trived to  excite  a  very  general  apprehension 
that  a  revolution,  of  some  kind  or  other, 
would  take  place ;  and  they  proceeded  to  do 
that  which  had  the  effect  of  agitating  the 
minds  of  the  people,  in  a  way  perfectly  safe 
for  themselves— namely  by  petitions  to  par- 

liament for  a  reform  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

But,  gentlemen,  you  will  find  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  these  petitions  were  not  presented 

with  any  hope  of  success,  or  with  any  inten- 
tion that  they  should  meet  with  success. 

They  were  considered  merely  as  a  measure  of 
policy,  and  were  so  treated  in  several  papers 
written  by  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation ;  particularly  in  a  letter  to  a  society 
at  Norwich.  After  stating  their  objections 
to  the  constitution  of  England  as  formed,  and 

in  the  vote  which  may  be  obtained  from  that 
body  to  whom  the  petition  is  to  be  addressed, 
which  of  us  can  look  to  it  without  the  prospect 
of  an  absolute  negative?  In  this  point  of 

view,  therefore,  it  cannot  require  a  moment's 
consideration ;  but,  if  we  regard  the  policy  of 
such  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our  apprehension, 
be  well  worth  considering,  as  a  warning  voice 
to  our  present  legislators,  and  as  a  signal  for 

imitation  to  the  majority  of  the  people.^'  This letter  is  dated  the  16th  of  April,  1793. 
The  petitions  which  were  presented  having 

been  rejected,  it  then  seems  to  have  been  de- 
termined to  proceed  immediately  to  means 

which  they  considered  as  more    effectual. 
Early  in  the  year  1793,  there  had  been  As- 

sembled a  body  of  men  in  Scotland,  under  the 
description  of  **  A  General  Assembly  of  De- 

legates of  the  Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People  throughout  Scotland,  assembled  for 
the  purpose  or  Parliamentary  Reform."    You 
will  observe,  the  title  they  took  was,  that  of 
"  Delegates  from  the  Societies  of  the  Friends 
of  tlie  People  throughout  Scotland.?    They 
had  met  early  in  1793,  and  then  had  adjourned 
to  November,  1793,  without  doing  anv  thing. 
In  May,  1793,  a  correspondence  took  place 
between  the  London  Corresponding  Society 
and  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  of  De- 

legates in  Scotland,  a  Mr.  Skirving,*  in  which, 
after  stating  that  the  petitions  ha3  been  all  of 
them  unsuccessful,  it  was  added,  *<  Our  at- tention must  now  therefore  be  turned  to  some 
more  effectual  means.    From  your  society  we 
would  willingly  learn  them ;  and  you,  on  your 
part,  may  depend  on  our  adopting  the  firmest 
measures,  provided  they  arc  constitutional : 
and  wc  hope  the  country  will  not  be  behixMl 

hand  with  us." Gentlemen,  the  answer  of  Mr.  Skirving  to 
this  letter  is  dated  the  S5th  of  May,  1793 ; 
and  it  clearl;^  shows,  that  that  person  had  in 
view  something  which  would  probably  end  in 
the  total  annihilation  of  all  existing  govenb- 
ment.    Speaking  of  the  situation  of  tne  two 

their  wishes  to  alter  it,  they  say—"  Where  |  countries,  he  says:  "  If  either  you  in  Eng- 
ihpii  nri»  wr  In  look  for  our  rcincdv?  to  that  1  land,  or  wc  in  iScolIand,  should  attempt  sepa- 

rately the  reform  which  we,  I  trust,  seek  to 
obtain,  we  bhould,  by  so  doing,  only  expose 
our  weakness,  and  manife&t  our  ignorance  of 
the  corniption  which  opposes  our  important 
undertaking.*'  At\er  observing  upon  what 
might  he  done  if  a  change  of  men  only  was  to 
l«!  elfrcted,  the  letter  proceeds,  "  but  to  cut 
up  deep  and  widc-rootcd  prejudices,  to  give 
eticcluul  rncrg>-  to  the  dictates  of  truth  in  fa- 

vour of  public  virtue  and  national  prosperity, 
in  oppoMtiou  to  self,  aiul  all  its  interested  ha^ 
bilii,  and  to  withstand  and  overawe  the  final 
rtVorlj*  of  the  powers  of  darkness,  is  the  work 
of  the  whole,  and  not  of  a  part;  a  work  to 
whirh  in.mkind,  till  this  awful  period,  were 
never  udeouate,  l>ecausc  never  till  now  dis- 
IkimhI  lu  trateruizc,  not  merely,  or  only,  I 

then  arc  wc  to  look  for  our  remedy  ?  to  that 
parliament  of  which  we  complain?  to  the 
executive  power  which  is  implicitly  obeyed, 
if  not  anticipated  in  that  parliament  or  to  our- 

selves represented  in  some  meeting  of  dele- 
gates, for  the  especial  purpose  of  reform, 

which  wc  suppose  you  under>t;md  by  the  term 
Convention  «•"  alhiding  to  a  pussngo  in  ii  let- 

ter to  them  from  the  »oi  icty,  to  which  they 

were  then  writing,  which '  stated,  that  the 
l^)udon  (.Corresponding  Society  had  stated  to 
the  different  country  societies  throe  different 
propositions;  a  petition  to  purliame nl,  u  ̂ hs 
tition  to  the  king,  or  a  ronvrntion.  Aiul  you 
will  find  a  general  eonrurrcncc  of  all  thcw 
societies,  in  treating  a  petition  to  piirliament, 
as  likely  to  produce  m>  end  whatever ;  ii  i>e- 
tition  to  the  king  as  pcrlV^ctly  futile;  ami  that 
their  only  hope  was  in  a  i-uuvnition.  This 
letter  of  the  Comtilutiunul  Swirty,  ̂ ttraking 

•fa  petition^  Miyi|  "  If  Uio  cvvut  i»  looked  to 
*  Sr«  luH  Trial  for  Scditran,  in  this  O^ 

lection,  \'oK  t3,  p.  301. 
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Iiwt»  r  ^  of  the  fuininoii  tladger 
l^flrl.  [lusiej,  but  from  the  en- 

rroblitfgpnucn  :  s;iU)encvolence." — 
I  ihink  thcni  '  uuist,  in  ttie  nature 

\ki  ibiog9»  be  ;*--  i..,ia*!  to  more  efftctu*! 

wmrni  of  reform/*  Then  he  proctetls  lo  no- 
ike  the  diiFereoce  in  the  formntion  of  the  so- 
t\t\k%  in  Englan<l  and  in  Scotland,  and  adds, 

**  I  have  not  -x  higher  wish*  in  the  jircsent 
exertions  i  ;.  than  to  see  the  people 
uoiveraah)  larly  associated,  because 
I  Ml  persu^edf  that  the  present  disastrous 
«lif|B;gement$  wiil  iFsue  in  ruin,  and  the  peo- 

r  themselves ;  and  it 
wc  should  he  ready 

HUKiv,  to  be  occupied  about 
thoui  which,  however,  anar- 

A.  D.  1794. 

V>\ 

pletr 

cmri 

without  endeavouring  to  dis- 
1    wliichtlie  vsritcr  of  this  let- 

!  cly  to  produce  the  con- 
nive rts,  ttnd  upon  which, 

f  ere  taken  to  prevent  it,  anar- 
[i,  ",  it  is  sufficient  for  me  lo  say^ 
dculy,  in  the  mind  ofthi^;  writer,  some- 
I  WBf  expected  to  happen,  from  which 

w*s  likely  lo  ensue.  I'his  letter  is 
to  a  particular  style,  with  respect  to 
sentiments.  "  We  will  not  need 

iMt  to  be  Prepared  for  the  event  to  stand  and 
tit  dM  tafvation  of  the  Lord.  Let  us,  there- 
lbim,tAke  liic  hint  given  us  by  our  opposers; 
letiM  liegtfi  in  earnest  to  make  up  our  minds 
nltlive  to  the  extent  of  reform »  which  wo 
oa^  k^  ieek ;  be  prepared  to  justify  it,  and 
to  tMlintt rt  objections.  Let  u^  model  the 
vMf  in  the  nublic  mind,  ix:t  u^  provide 
cva7  Make  ana  stay  of  the  tabernacle  which 
««  would  erect,  &o  that,  when  the  tabeniacJes 

ctf'OfpMaaioD,  in  the  palaces  of  ambition,  are %toBt94owTi,  under  the  madness  and  folly  of 
tlwir  ayvoi  tcr^,  we  n»ay  then,  without  anar- 

dlfimttdall  dangerous 'delay,  erect  at  once 
«V  latienuMile  of  nghteousncivs  " 

GeDtlenaen^  it  »een)s  to  me  that  it  is  im- 
paaible  to  read  this  letter  without  perceiving 
thai,  ID  the  contemplation  of  the  mind  of  the 
vrtler  a  total  dissolution  of  the  government 
vii  hkely  to  happen,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
mifj  to  baTc  a  new  frame  of  government,  for 
the  njrpose  of  supplying  tlie  place  of  that 
vbtui  should  be  di*^sulved  at  that  instant, 
md  oT  preventing  that  anarchy  which,  he 
thepght,  mu&t  otherwiv?  eui^uc ;  but  a  follow. 
i^|g  yaiege  leaves  this  witfiout  a  doubt,  for 

tefVQtteds  to  observe,  "  How  hiirthil  to  the 
ftctogt  of  a  reflecting  mind,  to  look  back  to 

ll^  wretched  state  in  which  the  Roman  mo*' 
%  enl'eebled  and  broken  by  its  own  cor- left  the  nations  whicn  it  had  suh> 

bke  sheep  without  a  shepherd.'*  He 
t«Ba^  ill  Mibfequent  passages,  to  consider, 
Ifiifll  ft  wa^  n^^wary  to  In?  very  expeditious 
ID  III  d  to  be  done.     "Do 

Ml,  .'  Ale,  ihmking  such  a 
werk  prcmaiuie  .^^^rl.     But  a  month,  and 
tbnitfDajF  b€  too  late  ̂   a  malignaut  party  may 

be  already  formed,  and  only  waiting  for  I 
halting  of  the  present  managers.  It  will  ih 

be  too  late  to  seek  to  subjctt  to  *M  '  ''■■ arter  a  party  has  dared  the  act  ot 
There  are  other  passages  in  thi*"  li ) ;- .     .i 
it  will  be  proper  to  consider;  but^  I  will  de- 

tain you  no  longer  than  to  obfienc,  that  it 
must  have  liccn  llearly  in  the  tonirrnplaiicn 
of  Uie  writer,  tlittt  a  dissolution  of  nil  govern- 
ment  might  possibly  soon  take  place. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  afterwards, 
by  means  of  a  private  correspondence  between 
Air.  Skirving,  and  some  of  the  members  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  it  was  con- 

trived, that  an  apphcation  should  be  made  to 
tlic  Ijondon  societies,  and  other  En<jlish  so- 
ciolics,  to  send  delegates  to  this  convention 
in  Scotland,  and  that  accoidmgly  tl  was  re- 

solved to  send  dcle;;ates.  You  will  find  that 
the  I^irdon  Corre^|)onding  Society,  sent  as 

delegates,  Mr.JVfargarot*  and  Mr.  Oerrald,t 
and  that  the  society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 

mation sent  a  Mr.  Sinchir.t  and  hkewise 
elected  for  the  purpose  a  Mr.  Yorke;§  but 
Mr.  Yorkc  did  not  go,  being  prevented,  I 
think,  by  illness,  or  oy  some  other  means. 
You  will  find  that  these  persons,  meetini;  at 
Edinburgh,  in  November,  1793,  proceeded  to 
act  in  a  manner,  which,!  think,  1  do  not  state 
to  you  too  strongly,  when  I  assert,  that,  if 
they  had  been  permitted  to  proceed  ai^  they 
had  begun,  civil  commotions  must  necessarily 
have  followed. 

Having  originally  met  in  May,  1793,  and 

again,  in  conse<}ueucc  of  their  'adjournment, in  November,  under  the  description  of  the 
*'  General  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the 
Societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  through- 

out Scotland,"  thejr  thought  fit,  upon  the  J^d 
of  November,  which  I  think  was  the  third 
day  of  that  meeting,  to  asMime  tl;e  title  of 
**  The  Bntish  Convention  of  Delegates  of  the 
People,  associated  for  obtaining  Universal 
Suffrage  and  Annual  Parliaments,"  dropping 
their  original  character  of  delegates  from  the 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo)ile,  and 
assuming  to  themselves  a  new  character, 

that  of  "  Delegates  of  the  People,"  meaning 
therefore  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the  cha- 

racter of  an  assembly  which  was  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  weight,  ami  by  the  authorily  of 

the  people  at  large.  For  there  could  be  no 
purpose  whatever  for  which  they  could  as- 

sume this  title  of  **  Delegates  of  the  People,** 
unless  they  meant  to  asHime  the  character 

incident  to  *<  Delegates  of  the  Pcupic  f  that 
is  persons  immediately  dclegatetl  by  the  peo- 

ple themselves,  otherwise  than  ilie  consti- 
tuted government  of  the  country  authorizes; 

*  See  his  Trial  for  Sedition,  in  this  Col- 
lection, Vol.  23,  p.  603. 

!See  his  Trial  for  Sedition,  VoL  «S,  p.  803. 
See  the  proceedings  against  him,  Vol.  23, 

p.  777* §  Sec  bis  Trial,  a,  d.  17W,  in  this  Col- lection, 
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and  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  doibg  some- 
thing  which  might  be  deemed  the  act  of  the 
people,  and  to  be  supported  by  the  authority 
of  tne  people. 

Gentlemen,  if  they  had  in  view  simply  the 
obtaining  a  reform  in  parliament,  by  applica- 

tion to  parliament  itself,  this  assumption  of 
title  was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  it  was 
utterly  improper,  because,  if  they  were  to 
petition  parliament  they  ought  to  petition  par- 

liament in  their  true  character ;  that  is,  as 
delegates  from  the  societies  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  by  whom  they  were  severally 
sent ;  otherwise  they  would  not  state  to  par- 

liament their  real  character,  that  in  which 
alone  they  would  have  bad  a  right  to  have 
weight  in  the  opinion  of  parliament.  Assum- 

ing to  themselves  the  title  of  **  Delegates  of 
the  People,"  a  title  which  they  could  not  with 
truth  assume,  they  assumed  something  upon 
which  they  meant  to  bottom  something  far- 

ther; and  there  is  nothing  which  they  could 
mean  by  it,  but  to  assume  to  themselves  the 
character  of  being  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  therefore  beine  superior  to  the 
constituted  government.  If  we  advert  to 
what  passed  m  France,  we  shall  feel  a  strong 
resemblance,  in  this  proceeding,  to  a  similar 
assumption  of  character,  and  consequently  of 
power,  in  that  country ;  and  it  will  teach  us 
what  the  consequences  of  such  an  assumption 
are.  You  all  know,  that  the  assembly  which 
met  in  France,  in  the  year  17C9,  was  origi- 
Dally  the  states  general  of  the  kingdom,  con- 

vened by  the  king.  But  a  part  of  Uiem  being 
assembled,  to  tne  amount  of  about  half,  I 
think,  of  their  whole  number,  assumed  to 
themselves  the  appellation  of  "  Delegates  of 
the  People/'  Instead  of  delegates  of  the 
different  states,  as  they  were  originally  con- 

stituted, they  assumed  to  themselves  the 
title  of  "  Delegates  of  the  People,"  as  one 
general  mass;  and,  having  done  so,  they 
lormed  a  resolution  which  necessarily  fol- 

lowed from  that  assumption,  namely,  that  the 
King  could  put  no  negative  upon  their  pro- 
eeedingt.  Tne  last  assumption  was  just,  if 
they  were  really  the  delegates  of  the  people; 
because  such  a  delegation  was  necessarily  a 
supercession  of  all  government,  the  people 
taking  the  affairs  of  tlie  country  into  their  own 
hands.  They  justly  assumed,  that  the  king 
could  put  no  negative  on  their  proceedings,  u 
they  were  entitled  to  assume  the  character  of 
delegates  of  the  people :  but  they  first  assumed 
the  character  of  delegates  of  the  people ;  and 
then  they  assumed,  that  being  delegates  of 

the  peoplt',  the  king  had  no  ri^ht  to  put  a 
negative  upon  any  ot  their  proceedings.    That 
1)asscd  in  1- ranee,  and  this  proceeding  in  Scot* 
and,  is  a  complete  copy.  A  number  of  per- 

sons, assembled  originally  under  the  title  of, 
and  being,  in  lact,  delegates  simply  from  the 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  as  they 
were  called,  assumed  to  themselves  the  cha- 

racter of  delegates  of  the  people.  They  could 
uo  80  only  for  the  same  purpose  for  which  the 

assembly  in  France  did  it ;  namely,  for  the 
purpose  of  assuming  to  themselves  all  the 
authority,  all  the  power,  and  all  the  conse- 
3uence,  which  belonged  to  persons  of  that 
escription. 
Gentlemen,  this  was  clearly  and  distinctly 

calling  upon  the  people  to  support  them ;  it 
was  giving  them  a  title  to  say,  **  We  are  your 
delegates,  support  us  in  what  we  are  doing.'' 
— Having  done  this,  they  proceeded  to  a 
variety  of  resolutions,  all  of  which,  I  think, 
you  will  see,  clearly  tended  directly  to  Uie 
same  purpose.  I  will  not  observe  upon  any 
of  them,  except  two;  one  is,  that,  upon  a 
petition  to  parliament  being  proposed,'  it  was 
negatived  by  the  order  of  the  day ;  another, 
that  a  resolution  was,  on  the  28th  of  November^ 
1793,  come  to,  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
solemnity,  for  which  a  blank  was  left  in  the 
minutes,  and  which  resolution  was  not  to 
be  entered  upon  the  minutes  until  the  close  of 
their  sittings.  That  resolution  appears  to  me 
to  be  of  such  a  description,  that  I  ought  to  take 
some  notice  of  it  to  you,  even  in  this  opening. 

**  Uesolved,  that  the  following  declaration 
and  resolution  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  our 

miuutes"— (and,  I  should  observe,  that  this 
was  moved  by  the  delegate  from  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information).  <*  This  con- 

vention considering  the  calamitous  conse- 
quences of  any  act  of  the  legislature  which 

may  tend  to  deprive  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
the  people,  of  their  undoubted  right  to  meet, 
either  by  themselves  or  by  delegation,  to  dis- 

cuss any  matter  relative  to  their  common 
interest,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature, 
and  holding  the  same  to  be  toialiy  inconsistent 
with  the  first  principles  and  safety  of  society, 
and  also  subversive  of  our  known  and  acknow- 

ledged constitutional  liberties,  do  hereby  de- 
clare, before  God,  and  the  world,  that  we 

shall  follow  the  wholesome  example  of  former 
times,  by  paying  no  regard  to  any  act  which 
shall  militate  against  the  constitution  of  our 
country,  and  shall  continue  to  assemble  and 
consider  of  the  best  means  by  which  we  can 
accomplish  a  real  representation  of  the  people 
and  annual  election,  until  compelled  to  desbt 

by  superior  force." Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  in  the  con- 
clusion they  carried  this  resolution  into  effect, 

the  chairman  refusing  to  quit  the  chair  until 
compelled  to  do  so  by  superior  force.  Let  us 
suppose  that  the  power  sent  for  the  purpose 
of  dispersing  this  meeting  had  been  unequal 
to  the  purpose,  that  it  haid  been  of  inferior 
force — the  result  would  have  been,  that  this 
convention  of  the  delegates  of  the  people  at 
Kdinburgh  would  have  become  instantly  a 
permanent  assembly ;  and  you  will  find,  by 
a  letter  of  one  of  the  persons  who  was  a 
member  of  this  convention,  that  he  considered 
this  resolution  as  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
of  permanency. 

T^ey  proceed—"  We  do  resolve.  That  the 
first  notice  given  for  the  introductioo  of  a 
Convention  Bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  aimiltf  lea* 
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r>-*-^^  ;..  Ireland  in  thp  last 
it ;  t)r  jinv  till  for 
I  a*  Corpus  Act,  or 
^ous  imprisonment, 
u\  Irials   in  North 

iin  tnvaktitn  ;   or  the  ad- 

_u  troops  whatiioi'ver  into 
GiT»t  '    ht^liind  :   nil,  or  any  ooe  of 
lhc«e  i-"    rirruiijstances,  biiall   be  a 
4^puU  lu  lU'.-  nevcral  dcleg!»tc5  to  repair  to 
fuch  plice  nx  tlie  AVcrc/:  Committfv  of  this 
coBTCfitioo  sKaU  appoint:  uiiJ  the  h^i  seven 

»hall  have  power  to  declare  the 

|ierniftnentf  and  twenty-one  shall  con- 
<!onventioiif  and  proceed  to  lni*!ines5." 

Oec»»'  ̂   rri  luTc  wcfc  rcsolutious  which 

tfej  •  o&e  to  enter  at  the  time  upon 
tbitr   I  here   was  a  contrivance  for 
Cflabli&bing  ̂ ucrtt  place  for  the  meeting  of 
fSuk  oooreotioQ  upon  several  emergencies, 

MMol"  «vtiich  were— the  introduction  of  a CNrvmtian  bill  into  the  Honse  of  Commons 

^  passing,  but  the  mere  intro- 
to  the  House,  to  prevent  their 

rorcijn^— or  any  bill  of  a  feirailur  tendency — 
vitty'DtQ  for  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 

Act — OT  in  cane  of  on  invoshm^or  the 
of  any  foreign  troops  whatsoever 

nrt»Gf«ftl  Britain  or  Irehnd. 

For  whAt  purpose  can  this  resolution  hiive 
btcfl  coiered  into,  but  for  providing  a  more 
tfcltnii  rcHStancc  to  government,  by  hold- 
lagtlieif  Assembly  in  some  other  place,  which 
Ihty  m^Hl  afterwards  appoint,  and  which 
tlwy  miftil  think  more  adtipted  to  that  resis- 
taacelbftui  Bdinburgb?  The  manner 
in  wiuch  ■  IS  to  be  done  is  curious 

— Tbcphice  \Maie  itie  meeting  was  to  be  held 
W9»  to  be  kept  a  perfect  iecret ;  it  was  not  to 

be  ItDOwo  to  any  person  exec  pi  a  Secret  Co»t- 
wMtf  c€  three. t  with  the  secretary,  who  were 

to  be  *Tin<^vint*'fI  lo  determine  the  place  where 
Mcb  n  of  emergency  should  meet. 
Tbry  Thai  such  nlace  shall  remain 
ft  aer;  lem  and  with  the  secretary  of 
lUs  o  I ,  and  that  each  delegsite  shall, 
tt  the  bfc^kia^  up  of  the  present  sesMon,  be 
totfuard  with  a  sealed  letter  containing  the 
totne  of  the  place  of  meeting;;  that  this 
IfOtr  fthail  t«  delivered  imopcned  to  his  con- 
llilueaU,  t))c  receipt  of  which  shall  be  ac- 

by  a  letter  to  the  secretary — 
'  •  -"ijc  state  until  the  period 

It  shall  be  deemed  iieces- 

tujiL       ._..^   I.  10  set  off;"  *o  that  untd 
lint  moiBCSit  II  was  not  to  be  di»clobed,  even 
lAlbt  dkrlegates  themselves,  where  this  cvn- 

was,  jn  tbia  case  of  emergency^  io 

I  to  resolve,  "That  the 
_.il  difipcrsion  of  the  pre 

shall    be  considered   a^  a 

delcimles,  lo  repair  lo  the 
'1  for  the  convention 

ret  conunittce,  and 
...... mice  be  instructed  to 

delay    to  Hx  ibc   place  oi 

toovciitioii, 

flwtofm^etiT): 

iM  tb(  aecTci 
fnottA  mtbout 

Gentlemen,  what  roust  htt\'c  been  the  con- 
sequent  es,  if  the  opinion  of  the  people,  or  oi 
any  number  of  the  people,  had  tollowed  thil 
British  convention,  as  it  termed  itself,  o] 

delegates  of  the  people— li.id  acknowledge 
Its  mcml>ers  in  that  chaincter;  thai  being;] 

the  de]e|Ates  of  the  people  they  were  to  I 
suppurted  by  the  people,  and  had  attempts 
to  support  ihem  accordingly^ — VVt.Hl  conso-l 
quences  could  have  followed  but  a  civil  warf] 

Gentlemen,  you  all  know  that  tiiis  convene] 
lion  was  dispersed  by  the  authority  of  ihdl 
civil  magis(rritp!».  Reiug  j!i.<persed,  you  kDowj 
that  prosenntions  look  place,  which  becaxnsj 
the  subject  of  a  considerable  degree 
clamour.  The  Society  lor  Cun^litutiunal  li 
formation,  in  a  variety  of  resolution^  m.[ 
proved  and  adopted  ail  that  hud  been  dot 
m  this  convention  at  Edinhtirgb  ;  and  on  U 
17th  of  January,  1794,  they  tame  to  resoli 
tions  of  the  strongest  tendency. 

"  Resolved,  That  law  ceasca  to  be  an  oIhJ 
ject  of  obedience  whenever  it  becomes  an  ii 

struraenl  of  oppression." 
'*  Resolved,  That  we  call  to  mind  with  th* 

deepest  satisfaction  the  merited  Jatc  of  the 

infamous  Jeft'ene%  once  lord  chief  justice  of 
England ;  who,  at  the  era  of  the  gloriou> 
Revolution,  for  the  many  iniquitous  sentence* 
which  he  had  passed,  was  torn  to  pieces  by 

brave  and  injured  people." 
"  Resolved,  That  those  who  imitate  hi 

example  dc«ierve  his  fate." This  immediately  following  the  transactions 
in  Scotland,  and  the  proeee<hngs  there  of 
which  ihey  complain,  I  can  give  it  no  con- 
stniction  but  that  of  a  direct  incitement  to 

the  people  of  Scotland  to  exercise,  against  tb< 
persons  who  presided  in  the  courts  of  ju3ti< 
there,  that  sort  of  summary  justice  by  tl 
people  themselves  which  is  here  stated 
have  been  the  fate  of  the  infamous  Jefferie»r 
•^They  proceed. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it 
may  divide  countries,  ought  not,  and  does  not 
make  a  separation  belween  those  principle* 
of  common  security,  in  which  Englishmen 
and  Scotchmen  are  e<{iially  interested  ;  that 
injustice  in  Scotland  is  injustice  in  England; 
and  Ihat  the  safely  of  Eni^fishmen  is  endan- 

gered whenever  ihcir  brethren  v(  .Votland, 
tor  a  conduct  which  entitles  them  to  the  ap- 

probation of  all  wise,  and  the  support  of  aJl 
brave  men,  are  sentenced  lo  BoLiny  I3ay,  a 

punishment  hitherto  itiHicted  only  on  felons." 
You  »ee,  gentlemen,  they  do  not  cnercJy 

q^uarrel  with  the  seventy  of  the  sentence,  but 
tne^  assert  that  the  conduct  of  the  persons 
against  whom  these  sentences  were  past,  was 
not  only  not  cnminal  in  the  high  degree 
thai  could  merit  such  a  sentence,  but  that  It 
was  noi  criminal  at  all  ;  on  I  he  contrary,  that 
It  was  highly  nierilonuus,  and  wat«  such  as 
entitled  them  t«»  the  approbation  of  ail  m$e, 
and  the  support  of  all  ̂ rar»  men,  U|>on  re- 

solutions drawn  under  the  direction  of  a  man 

of  the  fUscription  of  the  prmncr  at  the  *ar. 
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one  may  be  permitted  to  advert  even  to  par- 
ticular words ;  and  the  epithets  of  "  nM* 

and  *'  brave'^  are  placed,  the  one  to  "  appro- 
UtioH"  and  tbe  other  to  <<  suppoH."  One 
may  easily  conceive  to  wiiat  they  lead,  and  to 
what  they  may  be  expected  to  lead. 

Mr.  Tooke,-^Am  I  to  tinderstand  the  so- 
licitor-general to  pledee  himself  to  prove 

all  that  he  sUtes  ?  Shall  I  be  justified  in  un- 
derstanding thatP  and  that  if  he  fails  in 

proving  it,  it  takes  off  all  the  force  of  that 
which  ne  states? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Failing  in  the 
iraoof  Ukes  off,  certainly,  as  far  as  that  goes, 
Che  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General, — ^I  state  this,  your 
locdship  secs^  to  be  a  resolution  of  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  and  am  merely 
making  observations  upoo  it. 

Mr.  Too/c«.—- 1  understood  the  solicitor- ge- 
neral to  state  that  these  reaolutions  were 

drawn  up  under  the  prisoner's  directions.  I mention  it  now  that  he  should  not  hereafter 
say  I  mistook  him :  if  the  solicitor-general 
trithdraws  that,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  —  At  the  meeting 
when  these  resolutions  were  come  to,  Mr. 
Tooke,  appears  by  the  books  to  have 
been  in  the  chair ;  whether  he  actually 
Arew  up  the  resolutkms  is  another  question; 
but  he  wot  in  the  chair.  I  meant  merely  to 
lay,  that  Mr.  Tooke  b  a  man  who  under- 

stands (unquestionably  infinitely  better  than 
I  can  profess  to  do)  the  critiod  meaning  of 
words,  and  their  application  in  the  clearest 
and  plainest  sense. 

Gentlemen,  they  proceed  —  "  Resolved, 
That  we  see  with  re^et,  but  we  see  without 
fear,  that  the  period  is  fast  approaching  when 
the  liberties  of  Britons  must  depend  not  upon 
reason,  to  which  they  have  long  appealed, 
nor  on  their  powers  of  expressing  it,  but  on 
their  firm  and  undaunted  resolution  to  oppose 
tyranny  by  the  same  means  by  which  it  it 

exercised.^' 
**  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  con- 

duct of  the  British  Convention;  who,  though 
assailed  by  force,  have  not  been  ansvrered  by 
argument;  and  who,  unlike  the  members  of 
a  certain  assembly,  have  no  interest  distinct 

from  the  common  body  of  the  people." 
Gentlemen,  on  these  two  resolutions  I 

must  beg  leave  to  make  this  observation,  be  • 
cause  it  appears  to  me  to  belong  to  them. — 
The  last  is  a  complete  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Convention;  it  de- 
acribes  them  in  the  verv  character  which 

they  assumed — that  of  delegates  of  the  oeo- 
ple.  From  the  former  resolution,  it  is  clear, 
that  the  attention  of  the  people  was  intended 
to  be  drawn  to  the  probaoilily  of  a  time  ap- 

proaching when  the  liberties  of  Britons  must 
depend  not  upon  reason,  to  whkh  they  had 
long  appealed,  nor  upon  their  power  of  ex- 
prcsstni;  it,  but  on  their  firm  and  undaunted 
lesolirtton  to  oppose  tyianay  by  the  same 

by  whica  it  wat  cigciaed;  calling 

tyranny  those  proceeding;8  which  had  been 
had  in  Scotland  in  dispersing  that  assembly; 
attributing  that  dispersbn  to  force;  and 
clearly  declaring  an  intention  to  oppose  force 
by  force ;— this  is  the  interpretation  which  I 
put  upon  these  resolutions.  Whether  you 
will  put  the  same  interpretation  upon  them 
or  not  is  for  you  to  determine. 

Gentlemen,  tliese  resolutions  having  been 
entered  into  by  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  on  the  17  th  of  January,  on  the 
90th  of  January  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Society  called  the  London  Corresponmng  So- 
cietv  at  the  Globe  Tavern.  The  procetSings 
of  uiat  meeting  at  the  Globe  Tavern  are  such 
as  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  par- 

ticular attention  to  them. 

*'  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society,  held  at  the  Globe  Tavern 

in  the  Strand,  on  Monday,  the  iiOth  day  of 
January,  1794,  citizen  John  Martin  in  the 
chair,  the  following  address  to  the  people  of 
Great  Brita'm  and  Ireland  was  read  and 
agreed  to."  Then  there  follows  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
it  proceeds  to  state — **  If  we  look  to  Ireland 
we  find  that  the  acknowledged  privilege  of 
the  people,  to  meet  for  the  support  and  pro- 

tection of  their  rights  and  liberties,  is  at- 
tempted by  terror  to  be  taken  away  by  a  late 

infamous  act  of  parliament. — In  Scotland,  the 
wicked  hand  of  power  has  been  impudently 
exerted  without  even  the  wretched  formality 
of  an  act  of  parliament;  magistrates  have 
forcibly  intruded  into  the  peaceful  and  lawfiil 
meetings  of  free  men,  and  by  force,  not  only 
without  law  but  aeainst  law,  have,  under 
colour  of  magisterial  office,  interrupted  their 
deliberations,  and  prevented  their  associa- 

tion." 
**  Tbe  wisdom  and  good  conduct  of  the  Bri- 

tish Convention  at  ̂ inburgh  has  been  such 
as  to  defy  their  bitterest  enemies  to  name  the 
law  which  they  have  broken ;  notwithstand- 

ing which,  their  papers  have  been  seized,  and 
made  use  of  as  evidence  against  them ;  and 
many  virtuous  and  meritorious  individuals 
have  been  as  cruelly  as  unjustly,  for  their 
virtuous  actions,  disgraced  and  destroyed  by 
infamous  and  illegal  sentences  of  transporta- 

tion. ' 
^  Citizens,  we  all  approve  the  sentiments, 

and  are  daily  repeating  the  words,  for  which 
these  our  respectable  and  valuable  brethren 
are  thus  unjustly  and  inhumanly  suffering. 
We  too  associate,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fair, 
free,  and  full  representation  of  the  people,  in 
a  house  of  real  national  represenutives.  Are 
we  also  willing  to  be  treated  as  felons  for 
claiming  this  our  inherent  right,  which  we 
are  determined  never  to  forego  but  with  our 
lives,  and  which  none  but  thieves  and  traitors 
can  wish  to  withhold  from  us?"  Then  they 
proceed-—*'  If  we  had  not  just  cause  to  a|[^ 
prebend  the  same  inhumaii  treat 
mstead  of  the  moat  iimninunt  diw^M^ 
were  in  perfect  nl^ytaK  1^ 
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mp  Ikt^omi  Ibat  whicli  tliey  bnve  taken.  We 
ttft^  iita«.  We  must  novr  rhoo&e  at  once 

■AAkt  liberty  or  slavery,  for  our«^elves  and 
Off  iHWienijr.  Will  you  wall  till  barracks 
•It  effected  in  every  vilUt^c,  and  till  sub^l- 

teil  Heanans  and  thtnovenans  are  upon  us?'' 
GcntldiKt^  •  »  r  !s  this? — Is  it  not  a  de« 

Ui  eminent  of  the  country, 
iu^.^„.. ,  j.:isun]iiug  to  themselves 

tbeclMncter  of  the  people,  were  at  mue — 
was  no  farther  step  beyond  that 

rl  been  taken  by  the  government — 
people,  therefore,  must  now  choos€ 

It  tmco  cither  liberty  or  slavery,  fur  ihera- 

icItm  and  their  posterity.  I  'can  consider tbaoo  otherwise  than  as  an  actual  dedaratiim 

tfmmr  mgokui  the  constituted  pouter — an  appeal 
iilikf  flMnl — rank  rebtlUon, 
OtDllenen,  Ibey  proceed  to  show  that  it 

WMllitb  intention  to  act  by  their  own  for  cr; 

kr  tibey  aay — '*  You  may  ask»  perhaps,  by 
nhst  neftoa  shall  we  seek  redress  ?" 

«*  WeiiBiWcr,  that  men  in  a  state  of  civt- 
Mocty  are  bound  to  seek  redress  of  their 

from  the  laws,  as  long  as  any  re> 
be  obtained  by  the  laws.  But  our 
isaster,  whom  wc  serve  (whose  law 

»  slaw  0/ liberty,  and  whose  service  is  perfect 

fretdMi)^  has  taught  us  not  to  expect  to  ga- 
Ibcr  grapes  from  thorns^ nor  figs  from  thistles. 
We  BMSl  have  redress  from  our  own  laws, 

•ad  poi  hitm  tlie  Jaws  of  our  plunderers,  cne- 

nica,afid  oppressors." 
Who  IS  it  they  style  their  plundorcrs,  cne* 

mkt%  moA  opprtfSMtfs  ? — The  constituted  go- 
vetfuneat^anu  the  consiittited  legislature  of 
lilt  emxatry.  They  say  they  are  not  to  ex- 
■ret  rcJress  from  the  laws  to  be  made  by  that 

Ksislaturc,  and  tu  be  adlnini^te^ed  by  that  go- 
fff&fMlit«  but  that  they  must  have  redress 
6n«l  tA«ir«wn  /^mj,— that  is,  by  their  own 
inse.  If  they  could  not  (aud  you  know  they 
«aillii  not)  make  laws  accur<Ung  to  the  con- 
illWlioci  of  the  (i^overnment  of  this  country, 
Ihe^  amst  have  intended  to  li>rni  a  new  power 
IfMl  to  maJntng  laws  ;  they  must  have  iu« 

10  aatume  the  character  of  the  people, 
^kixiir  '"'^  '^**irown  hands  the  government 
«Ctli  and  acting  by  force,  and  ac* 

CMdii.  ^ilrii  uj' Mich  a  delegation.    If ycmcao  *\ve  a  (crprctation  to  these 
voids — If  the  1  ullcmen  who  arc  of 

CQttuael  for  the  puwiitr,  or  the  prisoner  him- 
96^  HOC  inferior  to  any  man,  perhaps,  for  such 
aporposo— if  they  can  give  any  other  inter- 

MttfllMmryoti  will  give  bun  the'bcneht  of  it : I  am  g^vc  DO  other.  It  seems  to  me  clearly 
tobeftdedaratJQt)  that  they  would  seek  re- 

1704.  "    [99 
dress — not  from  the  legislature  of  the  country 
administering  the  laws  of  thtil  legislature,  but 
that  they  would  seek  redress  from  their  own 
laws— laws  which  they  could  not  frame, 
but  by  assuming  to  themselves  legislative 
power ;  and  laws  which  they  could  not  exccttte 
but  by  assuming  to  therajsclves  the  executive 
govemmcnl  of  the  country  ;  so  far,  at  least, 
as  should  he  suHicient  to  execute  these  laws — . 
which  must  have  been  by  force. 

Gentlemen,  they  proceed  then  to  state  th^ 
manner  in  which  they  were  to  make  these 

laws,  and  to  execute  them — "  There  is  DO  re- 
dress for  a  nation  circumstanced  as  wc  are^ 

but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  full  representation  01 

the  people.*'    Then  they  declare,  Ihcy  were 
determined  to  obtain  that  fair,  free,  and  full 
representationof  the  people  which  should  pive 

theui  their  redress  ;  and  how  f — "  Resolved 
That  durine  the  ensuing  session  of  parliament 

the  generafcommittee  of  this  socie\)'  do  meet 
daily,  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  nro- 
ceedings  of  the  parliament,  and  of  the  aJmi- 
nistralion  of  the  ̂ ovcrnmcntof  this  country  ;" 
and  here  they  take  up  what  was  done  in  th« 

British  Convention — **  and  that  upon  the  first 
introduction  of  any  bill  or  motion  inimical  to 
Uie  liberties  of  the  people,  such  as,  for  landing 
foreign  troops  iii  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  fo 
suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus  act ;  for  p 
claiming  martial  law  ;    or  for  preventing  the 
people  from  meeting  in  societies,  for  constitu- 

tional information  ;  or  any  other  innovation  of  1 

a  similar  nalure,"  which  may  include   an; 
thing — "  that  on  any  of  these  emergencie: 
the  general  comraiilee  shall  issue  summons 
to  the  delegates  of  each  division,  anil  also 
the  secretaries  of  the  different  societies  ai 

Hated  and  corresponding  with  this  society^ 
forthwith  to  call  a  general  convention  of  the 
people,  to  be  held  at  such  a  place  and  in  such 
a  manner  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  summons 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  measures  into 

their  consideration.'* Now,  gentlemen,  the  connexion  belweea 
this  and  the  British  Convention  is  clear. — 
Here  is  the  adoption  of  the  very  resolution* 
which  the  British  Convention  nadcoUic  to; 
and  clear  and  plain  it  is,  that  the  persons  who 
penned  these  resolutions  meant  to  carry  into 
execution  that  which  they  proposed — meant 
to  support  that  convention  which  they  wished 
to  assemble  by  their  own  force  (for  by  no 
other  means  could  ihey  make  those  laws 

which  they  proposed  to  make  for  their  re- 
dress) ;  declaring,  that  they  could  not  expect 

redress  from  the  Taws  of  their  plunderers,  ene- 

mies, and  oppressors,  the  constituted  govcni- 
ment  of  the  country. 

Gentlemen,  there  were  several  resolutions 
come  to  by  this  society  on  the  23d  of  January, 
and  which  were  published  together  with  those 
resolutions  of  the  90th  of  January — I  ask  par- 

don for  describing  them  as  resolutions— they 
are  toasts  which  were  drank  at  the  auniver- 
sary  diimer  on  the  20th,  but  they  were  pub- 
Ihhed  tojrether  with  the  rtsolNiUoitt  \  Vwn 
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stated,  by  an  order  of  the  committee  on  the 
SSd  of  January.  They  were  toasts  given  at 
the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  society  on  that 
vary  SOth  of  January,  when  these  resolutions 
were  come  to: 

"  The  Rights  of  Man,  and  may  Britons 
never  want  spirit  to  assert  them/' 

"  The  British  Convention  lately  held  at 
Edinburgh,  and  success  to  the  important  ob- 

ject it  had  in  view."  ^  • 
*'  Citizen  WilUam  Skirving,  charged  bv  the 

sentence  ofthe  Court  of  Justiciary  with  the 
bonour  of  being  the  cause  of  calling  that  con- 
vention." 

"  The  London  Corresponding  Society^  and 
other  patriotic  societies  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland."  Then  there  arc  several  others  of 
the  different  deputies  and  societies. 

"  Success  to  the  arms  of  Freedom  against 
whomsoever  directed,  and  confusion  to  Des- 

pots, with  whomsoever  ailied." 
**  All  that  is  good  in  every  constitution, 

and  may  we  never  be  superstitious  enough  to 
reverence  in  any  that  which  is  good  for  no- 
thing,**  What  it  was  that  was''  good  for  no- 
thing,**  I  think  a  part  of  the  evidence,  which 
will  be  produced  to  you,  will  very  clearly  show. 

*'  Citizen  Thomas  Paine ;  may  his  virtue 
rise  superior  to  calumny  and  suspicion,  and 
his  name  still  be  dear  to  Britons.'' 

There  are  others  which  I  shall  not  trouble 

you  with. 
On  the  84th  of  January,  1794,  the  Society 

for  Constitutional  Infurroation  came  to  this 
resolution  :  '*  A  motion  was  made  that  it  be 
resolved  that  the  most  excellent  address  of 
the  London  Corresponding  Society  be  inserted 
in  the  books  of  this  Society  ;"  and  then  there 
is thij»  resolution;  "That  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society  have  deserved  well  of  their 
country,  liesolved,  that  the  secretary  be  or- 

dered to  cause  forty  thousand  copies  of  the 
jsddress,  the  speech,  and  these  resolutions,  to 
be  printed  on  one  sheet,  and  properly  distri- 

buted in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland." 
"  liesolved,  that  these  resolutions  he  pub- 

lished in  the  newspapers."  With  respect  to these  resolutions  I  understand  that  a  con- 
siderable part  is  in  the  hand- writing  of  the 

prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  which,  I  believe,  will 
not  be  disputed. 

Gentlemen,  these  proceedings  necessarily 
led  to  that  which  followed.  You  see  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  17th  of  January,  the  20th 
of  January,  and  the  24 ih  of  January,  were 
clearly  iulendcd  to  lead  to  the  assembling,  at 
a  time  when  it  should  be  thought  expedient, 
auother  British  Convention.  On  the  28th  of 
March  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion received  a  letter  from  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society,  dated  the  27  th  of  March  ; 

it  was  a  letter  written  by  the  secretary  of  one 

respecting  thecJonportant  measures  which  the 
present  juncture  of  affairs  seems  to  require. 
The  London  Corresponding  Society  conceives 
that  the  moment  is  arrived  when  a  full  and 
explicit  declaration  is  necessarv  from  all  the 
friends  of  freedom  ;  whether  the  late  illegal 
and  unheard  of  prosecutions  and  sentences 
shall  determine  us  to  abandon  our  cause,  or 
shall  excite  us  to  pursue  a  radical  reform,  with 
an  ardour  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  object,  and  with  a  zeal  as  distinguished  on 
our  parts  as  the  treachery  of  others,  in  the 
same  clorious  cause,  is  notorious.     The  So- 

ciety for  Constitutional  Information  is  there- 
fore required  to  determine  whether  or  no  they 

will  be  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  con- 
junction witn  this  and  other  societies,  to  ob< 

tain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people.  Whe- 
ther they  concur  with  us  in  seeing  the  neces- 

sity of  a  speedy  convention,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining,  in  a  constitutional  and  legal  me- 
thd(],  a  redress  of  those  grievances   under 
which  we  at  present  labour,  and  which  can 
only  be  effectually  removed  by  a  full  and  fair 
representation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
The  London  Corresponding  Society  cannot 
but  remind  their  friends  that  the  present  crisis 
demands  all  the  prudence,  unanimity,  and 
vigour  that  ever  was  or  can  be  exerted  by 
men  and  Britons ;   nor  do  they  doubt  but 
that  manly  firmness  and  consistency  will  fi- 

nally, and,  they  believe,  shortly  terminate  in 
the  full  accomplishment  of  all  their  wishes.** 
Then  follow  the  resolutions : 

"  liesolved  unanimously,  first.  That  dear 
as  justice  and  liberty  are  to  Britons,  yet  tlio 
value  of  them  is  comparatively  small,  without 
a  dependence  on  their  permanency,  and  there 
can  be  no  security  for  the  continuance  of  any 

right  but  in  eaual  laws.'' "  Second,  That  caual  laws  can  never  be 
expected  but  by  a  full  and  fair  representation 
of  the  people :  to  obtain  which,  in  the  way 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution,  has  been,  and 
IS,  the  sole  object  of  this  society ;  for  this  wc 
are  ready  to  hazard  every  thing,  and  never, 
but  with  our  lives,  will  wc  relinquish  an  ob- 

ject which  involves  the  happiness,  or  even 
the  political  existence  of  ourselves  and  pos- 

terity." 
"  Third,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 

this  society,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from 
future  illegal  and  scandalous  prosecutions,  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjust  sen- 

tences, and  to  recall  those  wise  and  whole- 
some laws  that  have  been  wrested  from  us, 

and  of  which  scarcely  a  vcbtige  remains,  there 
ought  to  be  immediately  a  Convention  ofthe 
People  by  delegates,  deputed  for  that  purpose 
from  Uie  different  societies  of  the  Iriends  of 
Freedom,  assembled  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  nation ;  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the 

society  to  the  secretary  of  the  other.  "  Citizen,  |  public  to  pursue  every  legal  method  speedily 
I  am  directed,  by  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  to  transmit  the  following  resolutions 
to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
and  to  request  the  sentiments  of  that  society 

to  accomplibh  so  desirable  a  purpose. 
Gentlemen,  you  will  observe  that  this  let- 

ter and  these  resolutions  are  amply  larded 
with  the  words  legal  and  con$tUutimm.    The 
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of  t^  inch  I  have  stated  to  you — 
"  tu  r's  from  future  illegal  and 
fsn  occittionR,  to  prevent  a  repeti- 
lioii  I  and  nnjnsi  sentences,  and  lo 
fKftll   tltvs€   u-ise  and  whole^ionic;  liivvs  that 

A.  D.  ITM. 

iGd 

feivft  beeii  wrcHed  from  \\%  and  of  which 

tCBicety  a  vc&lige  rennins;"— Gentlemen,  was 
OOl  ihc  avQweif  purpose  for  which  this  Con- 

vention ot  the  People  was  lo  be  assembled,  lo 

■Iter  the  whole  i'rame  and  system  of  thiurr^ ; uader  Ihc  pretence  of  securing  themselves 
from  futtire  illegal  prosecutions,  under  pre- 
leocc  of  preventing  a  repetition  t*f  wicked  and 
OBlitU  sentences,  and  under  pretence  of  re- 
eufrog  wi»c  and  wholesome  laws,  which,  they 
■■■fried,  h^d  been  wrested  from  them,  ancJ 

^  vbicli,  they  said,  i^carcely  a  veiilige  re- 

To  the  Mier  15  adeied,  "  1  have  to  inform 
fou,  that  il   .Meelinc  of  the  Socictv 
will  be  hv  \  I  ctiday,  itie  I4th  of  A  prij, 
Ifae  |]dace  i"  '•••  ̂ HMJOunced  by  public  advcr- 
liseiuesiL*'    This,  which  is  a  sort  of  post- 

•I   because  you  will  find  thsit 
,  the  14lh  of  April,  which 

lIjC  Corresponding  Society, 
1  Chulk  larni,  not  an  uniin- 

ihc  proceedings  of  these  $0- 

tnc^ 
WZA 

•t»  i 

pott. 

tjpAD  these  resoliilions  the  Society  for  Con- 
■tilmiotal  Infunnation  resolved — *'  rhal  it  is 
£tMti6  proper,  and  the  duty  ufthis  society,  to 
Mod  mn  answer  to  the  London  Correspomling 

fiocietjr/' 
"(^  '  '  Thai  the  secretary  acquaint  the 

liOXUi  landing  Society,  that  we  have 
r9C«iv4.   ^,,    communicaticui,  and  hearlift/ 

nmcur  tfith  them  in  ihc  ohjcrts  they  have  in 
ftoi  ;  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  a  more 
ttieedjF  and  effectual  co-operation,  we  invito 
them  to  send  to  this  society,  next  Friday 
evmme,  a  delegation  of  some  of  their  meni- 

Ill  constequence  of  this,  a  delegation  diti 
take  place;  and,  on  the  4th  of  April,  at  the 
meetmt;;  of  the  society  for  Conslitutional  In- 
formattoD,  the  prisoner  at  the  b:ir  appearing 
lobe  present,  as  he  was  also  at  the  meetin^j; 
on  thf'  ?8lii  of  March,  there  was  read  a  letter 

from  *''-•'"     '"   miltee  of  the  London  Carres- 
poodi  '■  ,  acquainting  the  society  for 
Ctii.-  ^    information,  tliat  ihey  bad  de- 

ni  of  the  names  of  Moore,   Thel- 
nn.  Lovett,  and  Baxter,  to  hol<l  a 

I  the  members  of  the  society 
i!  Inf^:>rmalion.    Accordingly 
-   •',     1,  (I,  and  it  was  re- 

1   .  '  .       ill  of  five  members 

i  Nxiuty,  should  be  ap- 
rjembers  deputed  by  the 

.jn«iin»  Society,"'    The' per* vere  ol  ilic  names  of  Sharpe, 

Joyce,  Ward Jc,  Ho Icroft,  andKydd;  and  the 

society  r«*solvcd,  '*  That  Ibc^e  per*^oi  s  be  a 
deputation  to  confer  with  the  deputies  of  the 

London  CorrcsfK>nding  Sncicly."  1  lie  *ocicly 
then  left  the  room,  and  the  conference  began 
between  the  deputies  of  the  two  sccieties. 
The  Conslilulional  Society  also  came  lo  a 
resolution  that  there  should  be  appointed  a 
committee  of  correspondence  of  the  members 
of  the  society.  This  committee  of  correspon- 

dence I  adverted  to  in  an  early  part  of  my 
address  to  yon,  as  an  instance  of  sonic  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation, aiming  at  the  same  sort  of  manage- 
ment of  their  society,  by  a  small  committee, 

as  had  taken  plate  in  the  other  societies, 
The  persons  who  composed  the  Comtnillee 
of  Correspondence  were  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr,  Bon- 
ney,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr,  Pearson,  Mr,  Tooke, 
and  Mr,  Wardlc. 

The  delegates  from  the  two  so<  ielies,  who 
were  to  confer  upon  the  sqLjert  of  tbe  pro- 

posed cunvenltun,  having  come  to  resolu- 
tions upon  the  subject,  on  the  lllh  of  -Vpril, 

I7£>4,  Mr.  Joyce  made  a  report,  the  pri§oner 
being  present.  The  entry  in  the  book  is — 
"  Mr.  Joyce  made  the  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  for  the  purpose  of  this  society  co- 

operating with  the  Loudon  Corresponding^  So- 
ciety, and  that  Ibey  bad  come  to  the  following resolutions : 

"  First,  Kesolvetl,  That  it  appears  to  this 
committee  very  desirable  that  n  General 
Meetings  or  Convention  of  \\w.  Friends  of  Li- 

berty shontd  be  called  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  proper  methods 
ofoblatninga  full  and  fair  representation  of 

the  people." *•  Second,  Resolved,  That  it  is  rccom- 
mrnded  to  the  society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation,and  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
Licly,  itj  institute  a  regular  and  pressmg 

correspondence  with  all  "those  purls  of  the country  where  such  measures  may  be  likely 

to  be  promoted,  not  only  to  mstigale  the  scj- 
cielies  alrendy  formed,  but  to  endeavour  aJi 
to  produce  !»u(  h  other  associatioiis  as  ma] 

farther  ihe  gcnerril  object." 
•*  Resolved,  Ihal  it  appears  to  this  coi 

mittcc  that  the  general  object  will  be  raiicl 
promoted  if  a  standing  committee  ofcoop^ 
rnfton,  between  the  two  societies,  were  ests 
blishcd  for  the  purpose  of  holding  persr>ns 
communication  with  such  members  of  siinih 
societies  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  ma 

occasionally  be  in  London,  and  who  may  ̂ 
authorized 'by  the  respective  societieA  to 
with  such  committees/* 

Then  they  read  a  letter  from  the  secretar] 

of  the  London  ('orrc««ponding  Society,  dale( 
the  JUlh  of  Aprd,  if^t,  Mating,  that  he  wa 
ordered  by  the  cummitlec  of  delegates  of  tl 
Ivondon  Correspondmc:  Society,  to  inform  1 
Society  for  ConslilulionLiI  Infonnation.  tl 

they  approved  the  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference;  therefore  the  London I 
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Corresponding  Society  \\vre  chosen  five  per- 
sons (whom  tney  name)  to  put  in  practice  im- 

mediately the  second  and  third  resolutions  of 
the  comiuittee/' 

Then  it  wis  resolved,  "  That  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Delegates  from  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  society,  be 
entered  on  the  hooks  of  this  society." 

"  llcsolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  so- 
ciety very  desirable  that  a  General  Meeting 

of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  should  be  called,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair 

representation  of  the  people/' 
**  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  society that  the  cencrarobject  will  be  much  promoted 

if  a  standing  committee  of  co-operation  were 
established ;"  repeating  the  resolutions  of  the 
committee,  with  this  variation  that  you  ob- 

serve in  the  report  of  the  committee — *'  It 
is  resolved,  that  it  appears  to  the  committee, 
that  a  general  n^eting  (or  convention)  of  the 
friends  of  liberty  should  be  called,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
proper  metho<1s  oi  obtaining  a  full  and  fair 

representation  of  the  people.*'  Upon  this,  I understand,  there  was  a  sort  of  debate  about 
the  use  of  the  word  convention;  and  it 
was  supposed  that  the  word  convention  was 
a  term  which  had  in  itself  something  often- 
sive,  and  therefore  the  term  convention  was 
omitted,  and  the  word  meeting  only  re- 

mained. The  difiference  between  "  meeting" 
and  "  convention''  will  be  very  difficult  to discover. 

Then  there  was  a  resolution,  "  That  the 
conmiittee  of  correspondence  already  ap- 

pointed by  this  society,  be  the  committee  for 
co-operuT.ion  and  communication  with  the 
committees  of  other  societies. 

*'  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  acquainting  them  with  the  members 
of  this  societv  appomted  to  confer  with  them. 

"  Uesolved,  'i'hat  Mr.  Joyce  be  requested to  accept  of  the  of!if:e  of  secretary  to  the 
committee  of  correspondence.  Mr.  Joyce 
being  present,  accepted  of  the  said  office." 

On  the  Sd  of  May  there  was  a  sort  of  anni- 
versary dinner  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 

Information,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern, 
when  some  toasts  were  drank,  which  will  be 
stated  to  you,  and  which  appear  to  follow  the 
same  sort  of  principles  which  had  been  re- 

peatedly adopted  by  this  society  ;  and  strong 
as  they  appear  to  be,  they  seem  very  little 
stronger  than  those  before  a<lopted.  "  The 
Rights  of  Man."  *'  The  Armies  contending 
for  Liberty,"  and  several  others.  When  they 
shall  be  read  to  you,  you  will  see  what  they 
are,  and  what  effect  they  ought  to  have. 

Gentlemen,  there  had  taken  place,  in  the 
iiMan  time,  the  meeting  on  the  I4th  of  April, 
of  the  Corresponding  Society,  at  Chalk  Farm. 
The  proceedings  at  that  meeting  have  the 
same  teadcDcy.  You  will,  when  they  shall 
be  read  to  you,  see  ivhat  effect  you  ought  to 
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give  to  them.  There  is  one  thing,  however, 
which  I  will  mention— (I  am  sorry  to  detain 
you  so  long,  and  therefore  I  rather  run  over 
the  latter  part  of  the  case,  because,  I  think,  I 
have  stated  enough  to  enable  vou  to  form  a 

f;cueral  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole)— t  is  a  letter  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  the  Society  of  the  FYiends  of  the 
People,  from  which  it  is  manifest,  that  the 
Friends  of  the  People  held  themselves  aloof 
from  these  societies,  and  therefore  the  con- 
dun  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  distinctly 
called  upon  these  societies  to  explain  and 
avow  their  principles,  if  their  principles  were 
not  those  which  might  be  deemed  diiangerout 
to  the  constitution  of  the  country. 

Upon  the  13th  of  May  the  secretaries  to  the 
two  societies  were  apprehended ;  and  upon 
the  16th,  I  think,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
also  apprehended.  There  had  been,  in  the 
mean  time,  a  sort  of  circular  letter,  written  by 
the  secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding 

Society,  for  'the  purpose  of  inviting  the  dif- ferent country  societies  to  send  delegates  to 
the  proposed  convention ;  and  it  appears  that 
the  committee  of  co-operation  and  corres- 

pondence was  sitting,  I  think,  at  a  place  in 
Beaufort  Buildings,  in  the  Strand,  where  Mr. 
Thelwall,  who  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Corresponding  Society,  and  an  associated 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  gave 
lectures.  The  committee  of  co-operation  was 
sittinc,  for  the  nurpose  of  carrying  into  execu- 

tion the  plan  wnicn  had  been  formed ;  and  at 
that  moment  it  was  that  the  arrest  of  the 
several  persons,  who  have  been  taken  into 
custody,  took  place. 

Gentlemen,  I  would  call  to  your  recollec- 
tion what  must  have  been  the  probable  con- 

sequences if  the  convention,  proposed  to  have 
been  assembled  by  these  persons,  had  actually 
assembled.  The  resolutions  of  the  17th  of 
January,  the  30th  of  January,  and  the  S4th 
of  January,  appear  to  roe  clearly  and  decisively 
to  prove  that  the  object  which  they  had  in 
view,  in  calling  a  convention  of  the  people 
was,  to  carry  into  execution,  by  means  of  that 
convention,  the  several  objects  which  they  de- 

tail in  their  several  addresses ;  and  when  you 
recollect  tlie  terms  of  those  addresses,  you 
must  also  recollect  that  they  are  expressed  in 
such  terms  as  might  lead  to  any  thing;  and 
that  in  no  degree  whatever  do  they  distinctly 
lead  to  a  simple  reform  in  the  constitution  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  But  if  they  had  for 
their  object  a  simple  reform  in  the  constitu- 

tion of  tiie  House  of  Commons,  to  be  cfiecled 
by  means  of  such  a  convention,  acting  by  its 
own  laws,  and  not  by  the  laws  of  the  consti- 

tuted le<;islaturc,  their  proceeding  to  assemble 
such  a  convention,  would  be  equally  the  crime 
of  high  treason— because  the  convention  muat 
necessarily  deprive  the  constituted  legislatora 
of  its  powers  before  they  could  act  in  that  cib> 
pacity ;  and  must  substitute  themselves  (at 
least  for  the  particular  purpose)  in  the  pwct 
of  that  consUtuted  legislature.    When  theat 



fWOl*ed,  therefore, lo  ex|Mri  rc<lrcssonly 
IrotB  Ibotr  own  luw%  iiiul  not  from  the  Juws  of 
IlieJr  ejicniirs,  pUiiMl«  rtT%  uiiiJ  oppressors, 
tiM(y  '  -111  their  object  fvuii,  tii  take  Ihe 
r«c<  ir  own  hands,  and  lo  act  upon 

it  cfto  tie  fiaid  in  answer  to 

1  •  .:•„  i!  proved?  and  I  have  rcuMin  lo 
t.  ink,  ir«in»  experience,  that  the  principal 
ticts  which  r  have  '  ilro-  , 

by  evidence,  v  ar-  ' 
lU    Because  i   .i.u  -^m  ■■   'i,  -'I 
bt«ndoDe,  or  if  |iulh  could  li 

doMii  Uitt  cither  one  or  both  would  ., , ,    t...  .i 
doaeOKi  a  former  occasion.     I,  therefore,  am  i 
iniff  Per*a»dea  that  the  lacls  of  the  ciso  | 
cumol  DC  eontro veiled,  and  that  thot^e  facts, 
nnaiiotQg    uncon  trover  led,    cannot   be   es*  I 

0«alJeaieD,  it  may  be  9aid  that  ihe  prisoner  | 
ii  Iflie  tttf,  wh  '1»t  be  the  views  of  ! 

flktni,  or  vrhi:  t  be  the  motive  of  | 
•IIm^  Wfts  himstti  >a  m  ditterent  descriplion.  ' 
fi«ttti»  impos^iblr  ihut  .imauol  hisabiJilici»,  , 

sad  ol' his  cJiftractcrf  should  represent  himself 
•ISOlBii  deceived  or  dciu<lcd.     lie  may  assert  | 
ihii  lit*  pfiociples  were  totally  adverse   to 
I^QMi  of  D^raooa  ¥rbo  might  wish  ̂ or  a  new  ! 
oiiiv  of  IttiogSf  except  hu  far  an  a  reform  in 
VIm  Commons  House  ut  Purliament  (preserv- 
i^tftry  ylijer  part  of  the  constitution^  mi^ht 
W  Ub  ovj^i :  and  th»t  l»e  had  no  e onception 
oC  ohiainiini  ll»at  ohjerr  by  any  other  mcuns^ 
IWb  IIm  lawful'  ruled  legislature.     It 
vd|^  fCihifis,  •  1  ihtii  nc  hGii»  upon 

^OOOKaion!)  expres«>ed  himself  a*i  u  m^n 
the  constitution  of  his  country ; 

to  the  h^'^'*  ̂   try  monarchy,  and  lo 
Ikt  Home  of  1  '.  he  has  aKvays  pro- 

Evea  AtipipoAing,  ̂ cnllemen,  lltat,  in  fuct^ 
kiei  opmioiia  did  not  ̂ o  vviih  those  persons 
«bo  meant  the  desirnetion  of  llie  c'«Mistilu- 
ii«o;  and  that  he  hud  ihut  aiiuchment,  which 
iins^  be  pretended  he  had— do  we  not  know 
Uiai  |)etaon«  who  have  hnd  opininuH  itd verse 
l^llli  meosures  that  they  have  pnrMted,  havo 
sUl^uraoed  tho^e  measures?  Wliut  wus  the 
cMr  of  Ihc  Prolflhlnnt  Ij(ii'd«»»  and  olhtrs  in 
the  rebetUons  in  17  J5  and  »?  la;  nmKimlcrd, 

"M  of  kjus;  VVi|h;iin,  wbi>sc 
nj  llie  I'lx^lriider,  which 
iity,  lu  Ihc  end— though 
1  ihemsclves  to  ihn  lon- 
bhshed  popcrv  in  this 

li^tn  elicited  ?  Were  they 
ksM  gyiliy  of  ireaMin,  because  their  vkrishe^ 
^mn^  ferkm^  for  Uie  prcservulion  of  liie  con- 
itelM^aod  f>f  the  rehgion  of  the  counlr)-, 
vbdiA  tbc  uiMl,  from  otlier  motives, 
lOHl  a  di  icr  upon  the  ihrone. 
However,  ̂ ^a  Know  men  iVrqueully  profess 

iai  which  they  do  mit  niciti— a  man  may 
K— »  -^^ "Tfcby  on  his  lips,  when  his  hciirt  is 

u     Lord  Lovat,*  for  mitancc,  was 

*  ̂ea  ht$  case  in  this  Collection,  Vol*  18. 

perpetually  protesting  hi^  loyalty,  whilst  br 
was  etigai;;ed  for  a  course  of  ylnta  in  deep 
scheme*  lo  overturn  that  government  lo  which 
he  professed  and  avowed  such  lovally.  The 
language  of  the  rrenrli  Convention  in  HUI, 
i$  noticed  by  Mr.  Paine,  by  Mr  Barlow,  and 
others  ol  their  eulogists,  who^c  works  are  ad- 

mired by  the  prisoner  at  the  biir.  Several  of 
the  members  of  that  Convention  spoke  with 
the  greatest  rrvrrcncc  of  monarchy,  until  the 
time  was  come  when  ihey  thought  they  eoiild 
overturn  it-  And  we  have  a  mrmorable  in- 

sitance  that  the  pr»  alcttl  <*f  tfaHof?.  may  pro- 

fess alUchmeul  ui  the  niumcnt  til" the  fl<;cpc%t treason,  \Vc  know  that  the  vilest  traitor  pro- 
fesswd  his  loyalty  wUibt  he  was  eoulem  plating 
an  act  ot  the  meanest  trejw'hcry,  and  in  the 
cooiplclion  of  that  act  cried,  ♦♦  lUil  Mailer!" and  kisi^ed  him.  Utit  docs  it  lollow  becutise  a 
man  holds  the  lanj^ua^c  uf  loyalty,  that  he  is 
therefore  loyal?  it  certainty  does  not  follow. 

If  the  prisoner  wa5>  loyal  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  country,  what  did  he  mean  by  his 

resolutions  on  the  sultject  of  the  works  of 
Paine,  of  Barlow,  and  several  other  rcsolu* 
lions  \vhich  have  been  detailed  to  you,  and 
which  hear,  at  least,  to  the  view  of  nrdiaary 
men,  a  dncctly  different  tendency  ?  What  did 
he  mean  by  the  address  to  the  Jacobins, 
when  he  spoke  of  them  a«  fellow- 1  a bourert 
with  him  in  the  same  cause?  What  did  he 

mean  by  the  addresses  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, by  the  introduction  to  those  ad- 
dresses? \Vhnt  dirt  he  mean  when  he  spoke 

of  the  vipers  arislorracy  and  monarchy, 
panting  and  writhing  under  the  grasp  of  in- 

fant freedom  I*  Did  he  mean  to  s^uy  that  he 
was  loyal  and  attached  to  monarchy  and 
aristocracy  when  he  denominated  them  vipers, 
ami  when  he  described  ihem  as  in  llie  veiy 

monvent  of  extinction  'f Did  he  mean  to  express  his  loyalty  by  Ihc 
admission  of  S»iint  Andrifi,  Barrkc,  and  llo- 
land  into  his  society,  by  holding  otit  their 
speeches  upon  the  subject  of  a  National  Con- 

vention, and  the  trial  of  the  king^  to  the  view 
of  the  people  of  this  country  i*  Why  were 
there  secret  committees,  and  why  a  conven- 

tion of  the  people,  if  his  purposes  were  per- 
fectly loyal,  if  he  meant  only  that  which  he 

pretends  he  n^eant,  if  he  meant  notltiug  but 

an  applicatum  to  the  legtsl:«iure  uf  the  coun- 
try, lor  that  reform  whi^Lh  he  conceived  to  be 

proper?  If,  therefore,  witnesses  should  be 
called  in  any  number,  to  any  >»uch  declara- 

tions of  loyally,  can  they  make  any  change  in 
your  sentiments  ?  (an  they  lake  the  words 
ont  uf  the  several  addri»s«»cs?  Can  they  take 
out  the  words  "ihc  vipers  ansti>cracy,  and 

monarchy,''  and  a  thou«^and  expressions  of 
the  same  sort?  Can  Ihey  blot  out  the  pro- 

ceedings of  the  Hritij^h  Convention  which  he 

has  approved i'  Can  they  destroy  the  rcsohi- 
tions  of  the  17lh,  of  the  20lh,  and  llie  21th 

of  January  i*  If  not,  what  purpose  run  ihey 
serve  ?  At  ttic  utmost  the  production  of  such 
evideace  can  be  only  an  attempt  to  of>yose 
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negative  evidence,  in  itself  utterly  improba* 
bJe,  to  positive  testimony  of  facts,  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  I  think  you  will  be 
persuaded,  cannot  be  accounted  for  in  any 
manner  consistent  with  such  evidence. 

I  shall  sit  down,  therefore,  gentlemen,  in 
the  full  persuasion  that  the  evidence  which 
will  be  produced  to  you  cannot  be  contro- 

verted, and  that  its  effects  cannot  be  contro- 
verted ;  that  it  will  fully  prove  the  charge  of 

high  treason  contained  in  the  indictment; 
and  that  you,  mindful  of  your  oaths, — mind- 

ful of  the  important  charge  you  have,  that  to 
your  verdict  is  committ^  the  safeguard  of 
the  constitution  of  this  country,  as  far  as  the 
administration  of  its  laws  can  be  its  safe- 

guard,— mindful  at  the  same  time  that  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  is  one  of  the  members  of 
that  society,  and  is  likewise  individually  as 
much  within  your  protection,  as  the  collec- 

tive body  of  that  society  is,  and  that,  there- 
fore, you  are  as  much  bound  to  do  justice  to 

him,  as  you  are  bound  to  do  justice  to  that 
society ; — yet  mindful  of  the  duty  that  you 
owe  to  that  society,  you  are  to  give  a  just 
and  true,  and  an  honest  verdict.  You  are 
not  to  be  deluded  by  pretences,  but  are  to 
endeavour  to  discover  what  the  truth  of  the 
case  is,  and  having  discovered  it,  to  give  your 
verdict  accordingly. 

EVIDENCE   FOR  THE   CROWN. 

Mr.  Thomas  Maclean  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Bow€r, 

You  arc  one  of  the  king's  messengers  ? — Yes. 
Did  you  ever  go  to  the  house  of  a  person 

of  the  name  of  Daniel  Adams  P — Yes ;  I 
went  bv  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the  secre- 

tary of  state,  on  the  19th  of  May,  in  the 

morning,  a  little  before  eight  o'clock,  to  the house  0!  Mr.  Daniel  Adams;  and  I  took  him 
into  custody,  together  with  his  books  and 

papers. Look   at  that  book—is  that  one  of  the 
hooks  you  seized  there  ?— Yes,  it  is. 

[The  book  was  put  into  court.] 

Mr.  William  Woodfall  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Law. 

Is  this  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke? 
[Showing  a  book  to  the  witness.] — I  believe 
this  part  [pointing  it  out]  is ;  but  I  cannot 
swear  it. 
You  are  not  asked  to  do  that. — ^I  never  saw 

this  entry — I  mean  merely  to  say,  for  my 
own  sake,  and  that  of  the  jury,  that  I  only 
swear,  that,  as  far  as  resemblance  of  hands 

strikes  me,  this  is  Mr.  Tooke's  writing.— I 
have  seen  him  write,  but  not  so  often  as  his 
writing  has  passed  through  my  hands. 

But,  however,  from  writing  that  you  have 
seen,  you  are  able  to  form  a  judgment  P — I 
cannot  say  I  am  able  to  form  a  decisive  iudg- 
ment;  but  I  believe,  from  the  resemblaDce 
of  haadsy  it  it  his  hftod-wnting. 
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Mr.  William  Woodfall  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Tooke. 

Are  you  sure  you  have  seen  me  write  ? — Yes. 

How  long  ago?— Some  years  ago;  I  be- 
lieve, full  seventeen;  the  period  is  a  memo- 
rable one;  I  allude  to  the  circumstance  of 

an  advertisement  for  a  subscription  for  the 
widows,  orphans,  and  aged  parents  of  the 
Americans  who  lost  their  lives  at  the  battle 
of  Lexington. 

That  was  in  1775,  nineteen  years  ago? — 
You  are  perfectly  right;  it  was  nineteen 

years  ago.* I  know  the  time ;  for  I  was  prosecuted  for 
it. — I  know  you  have  a  good  memory  of  what 
you  hear — ^you  have  a  good  memory  too  of 
what  you  see  ? — ^The  reason  why  I  instanced 
this  case  was,  because  it  was  a  memorable 
one,  and  is  upon  record. — ^You  delivered  te> 
me,  in  my  brother's  counting-house,  a  copr 
of  the  advertisement,  upon  which  I  tlunk 
you  wrote  the  words  **  For  the  Londoo 
Packet  and  Morning  Chronicle." — When  the 
trial  came  on,  two  years  afterwards,  at  GuHd- 
hall,  an  indifferent  witness,t  whose  name  I 
cannot  precisely  recollect,  proved  the  hand- 
writing  in  the  same  way  as  I  have,  if  it  can 
be  called  proof.— My  brother  J  was  called 
before  me,  and  he  stated  the  facts ;  and  one 
was,  that  you  delivered  to  him  one  of  those 
copies,  to  be  sent  round  to  the  other  papers; 
they  were  delivered  to  him  and  me ;  and  ̂ u. 
in  the  course  of  vour  examination,  admittea 
you  gave  it  him  for  such  and  such  a  purpose. 
The  record  I  speak  of  is  the  printed  copy  of 

the  trial,  from  Mr.  Gurney's  notes,  who  u,  I 
believe,  the  most  accurate  note- taker  of  his 
time. — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen 

you  write  but  once ;  but  some  of  vour  writing 
has  passed  tlirough  my  hands  so  lately  as  the 

year  1791. 
Do  you  swear  that  is  my  hand- writing,  or 

only  that  you  imderstand  it  to  be  so  P — Thmt 
1  think  so.  Then  the  very  paper  that  I  de- 

livered, which  was  produced  by  the  solidtor 
for  the  crown  in  court,  was  sworn  to  by  a 
third  person,  and  in  the  course  of  the  exami- 

nation you  recognised  the  fact. 
Then  I  understand  you  to  speak  of  that 

which  was  written  nineteen  years  ago  ? — Yes ; 
and  partly  refreshed  by  subsequent  writing  of 

I  your  own. I  What  you  did  not  see  me  write,  but  sup- 
!  posed  to  be  my  writing — ^The  last  time  you 
I  saw  me  write  was  nineteen  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

*  .See  the  case  of  John  Home  in  this  Col- 
lection, Vol.  30,  p.  651. 

f  See  the  evidence  of  Wilson,  Vol.  SO,  p. 

671. *  See  the  evidence  of  Henry  Sampson 
Woodfall  on  the  trial  of  Home,  anti,  Vol  SO, 
K.  671.    Sec  also  the  testimony  of  this  WiU 
am  Wood&il  on  the  same  ocCamoo,  VoL  flO^ 

p.  674. 



fur  High  Tfeaioth 

Do  ym»  mtuk  to  swear  that  is  my  hunj- 
nftling  f**l  mean  to  swear  to  the  besi  of  my 
MeolbctlOD  ind  belief,  iVom  the  resemblance 

O^faaDdt,  Ihal  it  is  your  band- writing. 
Mr  Xiw,— Be  K)  good  as  look  at  this  entry 

m  Ike  book  ? — 1  believe  the  body  of  it  to  be 
iff.  ropkftS  hand-writiuz  ;  the  sij^oature, 

«« WtOkm  Tooke  lUrwood,  chairman,"  ap- 
MiB  Dot  to  be  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 
Xht  ptrikuUr  rea^n  that  makes  me  doubt  it 
b,  tbe  r*)  to  the  body  of  the  paper  and  the  r  in libe  word  cbairmanare  different. 

SAr.  r««Jt«,— But  all  the  rest  you  take  to  be 
mj  IwwI-irTitiog  ? — The  body  only. 

JUr*  Ihfike. — 1  only  ask  the  questicjn  ;  the 
bMkd-irritifig  may  be  fairly  admitted.  1  think 
I  eouid  give  to  the  prosecutor  a  great  deal 
Bffe  tium  be  has  charged  me  with.  I  wtU 
M<  6tHY  tlie  Court  with  any  more  questions. 
Mr.  ilmv. — It  may  be  read.— It  purports 

r.  Tooke  was  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
Society. 

Mr«  r4io4«.^Oh,  ladrait  it— I  admit  all  that 
Ifait  faspc  contains. 

Mr.  GorrwB?.— These  arc  the  minutes  of  a 
of  the  Con«ititutional  Society  on  the 
March,  1794. 

Mr.  Tffoke. — If  the  ecntlcmen  will  be  so 
gml  IB  iktow  me  any  thing  which  I  wrote,  I 
n^mvt  tbem  the  time  and  trouble  of  catling 
witliflfaeB  to  it — I  will  admit  it :  if  there 

ttadd  bf  a  doubt,  then  they  may  call  wit- 

Lbt'  "       ",  ?"      ,^In  a  case  of  this 
Mbit*  1 1  to  the  prisoner,  I 
donot  u-juK  iriji  t,:c  iinxjncr  should  be  called 
vptn  by  the  couusel  fur  the  prosecution  to 
looiE  al  a  |>u|»<T  and  to  say  whether  he  thinks 
it  n  hi>  h^[]fJ,  or  whether  he  chooses  to 
fcrkiK»vi«  (I'jc  It  or  not 

— I  offer  it  freely  and  willingly. 
iof  Justice  Eyre, — I  sec  you  do,  but 

1     i  o  I  feel  very  comfortable  if  it  bap- 
)'  1  you  hud  udmilted,  without  prtiof, 

of  which  more  use  was  made  after- 
you  al  the  time  were  aware  of,  or 
re  could  be. 

c. — I  protest,  before  God,  I  have 
ji'j  j>n  action^  never  written  a  sentence 

^-  '  r    I     ivda  syllable  in  public  or  private,  I 
ill  -   i,<ri  fnterlained  a  thought  of  any  ira- 
p.n^  i;  ;    .If  lal  nature   which,  taken   fairly, 
*;i!i  aJl  ihtj  Circumstances  of  lime»  place,  and 
ijcx^^iou,  1  have  the  smaLlesl  hesitation   now 
u>  julniit :  1   choose  my  life  and  character 
iboiild  go  t'»gethcr     I   wish  to  admit  all  I 

ht»e  c*er  f^'nf^  done,  or  written,  to  save  lime. 
L-  nj  Chief  Justice   Eyre. —  I   should  prefor 
;    ti»e  i-vtdcnrc  ^huuld  lake  its  course  in  the 

e  I  do  iiot  tliink  ih^l  any 
pelcnt  to  take  upon  him- 

,11  o  lUMice  which  may  be  produced 

n,   the  whole   efl'ccl   of  which  he 
;«p*fii  to  discover, 
..     If  it  was  a   malltT  of  libel  I 

  L  iL>  50,  but  L  wdl  in  a  matter  of  high 
titaMit,  wbfif«  iubtle  arguments  cauool  take 

place,  as  I  imagine;  and  if  they  can,  I  desire 
to  be  the  first  man  that  dies  upon  that  doc 
trine  :  if  any  man  is  to  die  upon  a  doctrine  of  ̂ 
that  kiud,  I  am  old  enough  to  wish   to  be  the 
first  man,  because  I  am  sure  1  shall  be  the  last. 

j  I  anxiously  wish  to  shorten  the  proceeding* 
upon  this  trial,  by  admitting  every  thing  t 

!  have  said,  written,  or  dune  ;  I  am  not  at  all 
I  afraid  of  the  construction,  I  am  not  at  all 
afraid  of  the  consequence. 

j  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,— I  do  not  wish  to 
depart  from  tlie  ordinary  nile  that  lias  pre* 
vailed  iu  criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Garrow, — Wr  wish  to  have  the  cDtrj 
of  the  88th  of  March,  1794,  read. 

[It  was  read.J 

[Vide  Hardy>  Trial  ante.  Vol.  U4,  page  Sdl.J 

Mr.  Tooke. — Is  the  insertion  ofm.v  name  m 
that  book  evidence  of  my  being  present  at  the 
time? 

Lord  Chief  Jusiicc  Eyre, — It  is  certdJnIy 
evidence  to  goto  the  jury  of  your  being  pre-, 
sent. 

Mr.  Tuoke. — My  name  bein^  found  in  iinjr 
book  !  that  will  be  the  most  c.itniordinary 
evidence  I  have  ever  heard  of;  the  bulk  of 
the  trash  that  is  to  be  found  in  thut  book  I 
never  saw  or  heard  of  be  lore;  but  that  evaiy 
time  that  my  name  is  to  be  found  in  tlie  book^ 
tliat  that  is  to  be  evidence  that  I  %vas  present 
is  a  moslexlraordiniiry  nroposilion ;  if  I  wrote 
my  name  in  the  book,  that  would  be  evidence 
that  I  was  there  when  I  wroie  il,  but  my 
name  being  written  in  a  hook  does  not  prove 

my  being  there  when  it  was  wrote  -.  if  the  se- 
cretary were  here  he  would  prove  th^it  names 

of  persons  were  entered  in  th.it  hwik  who  were 
there  only  at  the  boginniUjs,  or  per rmps  not  a| 
all  i  or  if  they  were  there,  heard  st>niethingor  , 
nothing  that  passed.  1  could  prove  by  cvi-» 
dence  tnal  repeatedly  when  my  name  is  aet ! 
down  1  was  not  there.  A  society  is  nobody  f 
the  first  si,\  letters  in  the  alphabet  meet  to- 

night, and  they  vote  black— anoihcr  six  meet 
to-morrow  night,  and  vote  whtte;  which  si]( 
are  the  society?  And  they  may  put  down 
any  names  they  please.  If  this  evidence  were 
to  be  admitted  in  a  charge  of  high  treason^ 
and  it  should  therefore  follow  that  I  partake 
of  wliatevcr  is  over  or  under  my  name*  it 
would  be  the  most  extrai>nlinary  evidence  that 
ever  was  admitted  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— You  are  perfectly! 
right,  if  the  slate  of  the  evidence  depended 
entirely  upon  your  name  being  found  in  a  book, 
in  possession  ofaDani*^ I  Addins;  undouhiedly|i 
in  order  to  prove  your  being  present  nt  these i 
meetings,  they  must  go  a  great  deal  firthec^ 
—  ihcymust  show  that  these  are  the  boitks 
the  society,  they  nuist  give  probable  cviden< 
that  these  were  books  which  you  had  accesi] 
to,  which  you  acted  upon,  and  that  you  gavt 
credit  to  the  entries  that  were  in  it  ny  some^ 
conduct  of  youfs.  This  is  only  one  step  to-^ 
wards  the  evidence,  to  lix  ̂ u  with  being  ■ 
person  prescat  at  this  meeting. 
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Mr.  Tooke.— I  think  it  will  first  make  a 
subject  for  a  serious  argument  as  to  my  being 

present. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  JByrc.— That  is  for  the 

jury. 
Mr.  Tooke. — ^I  submit  that  what  is  or  not 

admissible  evidence  is  undoubtedly  matter  of 
law  for  tlie  Court. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Undoubtedly, 
what  should  be  admitted  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke. — 1  take  it  that  this  evidence 
goes  to  other  persons ;  it  may  be  true,  or  it 
may  be  false ;  but  how  is  it  possible  for  me 
to  answer  it  ?  the  less  I  know  of  it  the  less  it 
is  possible  for  me  to  meet  it;  I  do  not  know 
what  other  persons  may  possibly  do. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JSyrc. — Nor  will  you  be 
required  to  give  an  answer  to  that  which  be- 

longs to  other  men. 
Mr.  Tooke.-^The  prosecutorcan  never  prove 

that  I  had  access  to  the  books,  I  would  rather 
employ  myself  in  playing  with  mv  fingers.  I 
hope  I  have  employed  my  time  better,  than 
in  reading  the  same  tilings  over  and  over 
a^n,  which  for  the  last  tnirtv  years  of  my 
ute  have  been  written  over  and  over  again — 
it  suits  those  that  begin,  but  it  is  thirty  years 
acp,  ̂ our  lordship  recollects,  when  these  sort 
qT  things  were  going  forward-^when  your 
lordship,  was  recorder— and  when  we  heard, 
and  read,  and  saw  all  these  things,  and  lor 
me  to  come  and  read  my  alphabet  over  again ! 
These  are  common  place  things ;  I  never 
read  the  book ;  I  will  answer  &  it,  the  se- 

cretary never  read  it ;  and,  be  the  thing  it 
contains  ^ood  or  bad,  I  assure  your  lordship 
Bot  a  single  member  of  the  society  knows. 
Where  we  have  been  particulwly  concerned, 
each  man  knows  what  he  did  himself ;  and  in 

the  report  ol'the  secret  committees  there  are 
exactly  eighteen  lines  which  I  wrote;  I  un- 

derstand by  the  statement  to-day,  tliat  tliese 
•ighteen  lines  are  offensive — it  is  altout  the 
words  •'  faithful"  and  "  honourable''  beinz 
withdrawn ;  and  I  defv  anv  mou  upon  earth 
to  prove  that  a  tittle  besides  these  eighteen 
Unes  contained  in  the  report  of  the  secret 
committee  was  written  by  mc.  The  bulk  of 
thfi  things,  it  will  be  proved  by  their  own  evi- 

dence, I  disliked  and  objected  to,  not  because 
I  thought  they  were  criminal  or  treasonable ; 
fcr  I  should  be  aslianied  tu  be  defending  my- 

self from  facts  which  I  conceive  to  be  uino- 
cent :  first,  I  meet  the  fact ;  if  the  fact  is 
proved  upon  me,  then  I  will  show  it  not  to  be 
treasoiiable :  but  I  shall  be  compelled  to  re- 

fuse to  admit  the  papers,  because  1  had  no 
share  in  them.  In  some  of  them  there  is  a 

freat  deal  of  merit,  but  not  huviii;;  been  con- 
cernted  in  them,  I  really  have  not  a  share  in 
that  merit,  which  I  think  belonj;s  to  other 
men;  and  when  I  defend  myseltfrom  these 
things,  I  beg  1  may  not  prejudice  other  men, 
Ibr  I  do  not  consider  them  as  crimes,  but  I  was 
not  present;  and  before  your  lonlslup  admits 
this  as  evidence,  I  intreat  your  lordship  will 
hear  my  counsel  af]g^  it  as  to  matter  of  law. 

I  hope  I  am  forgiven  for  saying  so  much about  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £j/re. — A  person  in 
your  situation  is  heard  with  attention,  whe- 

ther it  makes  directly  to  the  point  or  no; 
you  have  spoken  properly  to  the  point  at 
present ;  I  can  only  recommend  to  yoii  not 
to  break  in  upon  (Nirts  of  the  evidence, 
butto  wait  patiently  till  the  whole  evidence 
to  that  head  is  concluded,  and  then  if  it  is 
not  fairly  brought  home  to  you,  I  slHill  tell  tha 
jury  that  it  has  no  fair  application. 

Mr.  Tooke,--l  tliiok  I  am  bound  by  law  U> 
meet  every  thing  if  it  is  not  fairly  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  iJyre.— It  is  difficuil  to 
to  say  what  is  ot  not  evidence  in  itself,  be« 
cause  it  all  depends  upon  the  chain  and  con- 

nexion it  has—if  there  are  two  or  three  Uaks 
in  the  chain,  they  must  go  to  one  first  and 
then  to  another,  and  see  whether  they  amount 
to  evidence;  if  you  suspect  that  what  they 
have  to  offer  is  not  evidence,  and  not  of  that 
nature,  you  may  call  upon  them  to  state  in 
what  way  they  mean  to  bring  this  bome  te 
you — that  would  be  proper  enough.  At  pre- 

sent they  seem  to  me  to  be  going  on  in  the 
reeular  course. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord, 
but  is  not  a  chain  composed  of  links?  and 
may  I  not  disjoin  each  link,  and  do  not  I 
therebv  destroy  the  chain  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  rather  thiafc 
not,  till  the  links  are  put  together  and  Ibnn the  chain. 

Mr.  Tooke.r^l  rather  think  I  may,  because 
it  is  my  business  to  prevent  the  forming  of that  chain. 

Mi,  Erskine. — ^The  reason  why  I  find  my. 
self  disposed  to  give  your  lurdship  so  very 
little  trouble  in  the  course  of  the  evidence,  is 
not  only  because  I  recollect  that  all  that  your 
lordship  is  hearing  read  is  very  much  the 
same  that  your  loraship  and  we  have  heard 
read,  and  have  seen  done,  several  years  ago ; 
but  that  my  memory,  which  is  not  so  extent 
sive,  and  cannot  at  nty  time  of  life  be  so  great, 
extends  at  least  to  recollecting  that  last  week, 
or  the  week  before  last,  when  all  the  matter 
which  has  been  proposed  in  the  opening  of 
the  solicitor-general  to  be  read,  was  read— 
was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  this 
very  Court,  aud  to  the  consideration  of  a  jury, 
in  a  case  where  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
the  composer  of  most  of  the  writings  in  aue»- 
tion  (to  which  my  present  client  states  Iiim- 
sclf  to  be  a  stranger),  and  who,  in  the  sequel 
of  the  cause,  wmu-  your  lordship  came  to 
discharge  the  duty  cast  upon  you  by  the  law 
stated  (and  with  the  assent  of  us,  who  were 

Mr.  Uardy's  counsel),  that  we  liad  never  con* tradicted  that  he  must  be  taken,  as  being  the 
author  of  tnem,  to  be  implicated  in  every  part 
of  them,  and  responsible  for  his  conduct 
Your  lordship  was  pleased  to  declare  firom 
the  bench,  that  the  contrary  of  that  proposi- 

tion had  been*  faintly  as8Bnied>  althe  faai^ai 
"    ■  it  "    ' 
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fUnill 
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'•"  '^tTicc  I  hold  here — and  I 
1  hftve  the  justice  done 
*^n   I  !i4y,  Ihttl  no  man 
r\n  I  du  my  situalion, 

a  prisoner  »or  Ircason — 
ii»  croolion  at  all  in  hear- 

,  tlie  qualrty  of  whicli  I 
LN  alrcaUy  iiad  »  ̂ alj^factury  judg- 
piry.     Be  that  as  tl  may,  since  my 
>  1  should  say  a  few  words  lo  your 
n  tliii  subject*  I  will  do  it,  not  at 

liis  uccount,  whether  1  shall 
I  ut  if  it  should  turn  out  that 

-vU  founded  in  the  little  I  shall 

m  pijint  ofluw,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
Clint  lit  ihi'  mischief  that  may 

,  though  none  can 
■   ;:.  ;ne. 

I  understand,  from  the  opening;  of  the 
lalidlor-geoera},  that  he  meuns  to  say— metins 
t>itj! — he  hits  baid  it— thai  all  these  writ- 
iq^  taken  together ;  all  these  nritingt   
kt  li»  day,  your  lordship  will  recollect,  we 
hm^  beard  nothing  of  ami'?,  nothing  offeree, 
a§  one   act    of  bostihty    in   contemplation 
ytOMd.  nor  suggested   but  the   solicitor- 
§KMnf  *  '-  ̂ "f-Q  pleased  lo  say  (from  whal 
mA^i  v-and'by  be  inquired  into,  if 
llwrt  _-.-.._. -i  to  malce  the  mquiry),  that 
iB  thiM  «ct»,  Ukcn  together ;  all  these  cor- 
wpoftdcn^ric^— corresiiondencies  of  whom? 
Cotrr •  5  held  between  people,  vrhom 
itCMii  .    that  Mr  Tooke  ever  saw; 
md  y '  p  will  please  to  recollect  that 
1  am  iJing   principm  obslUfis  a 
COOdmuUo   1  am  standing  now  upon  the 

*~^ioilof  the  first  page  of  written  evi- 
jiMir  lordship,  indeed,  has  been  in 

t  when  the  solicitor-general  opened  hi» 
;  Inal  I  ask  the  Court,  unless,  his  case  liad 
I  made  up  of  materials,  of  which,  I  hope, 

brief  will  ever  be  ag:iin  made  up, 

ly,  of  atcusatorj-  matter  from  the  two 

of  parliiinicii't,  which  is  to  be  reail, upoa  the  trial  of  a  ph&oner,  your  lord- 
eould  not  give  credence  to  any  part  of  it 

at  all,  oor  consider  it  as  any  thmg  more  than 
the  mtte  inslrtictions  which  a  counsel  at  the 

hu  Ins  from  any  client  to  state  that  client's 

Tben  tbe  overt  act,  upon  this  record^  is  for 
CDMuHiog  to  call  a  convention,  and  thai  con- 
tMlticr  *  '  '  t>o5C(l  to  be  a  convention  to 
llA*ei  lumefital  government  of  this 
Ci>0/1:,, ,        Li  he  therefore  an   act   suffi- 
dcsliy  cvidencini*  .in  n^tentinn  to  depose  and 
pallbe  king  to  Jeath;  and  the  first  step,  or, 

ttttte  Biy  client's  eipres«on5,the  first  link  of 
llib  cbait)  is  that  in  the  possession  of  a 
Iteiej  Adflcna,  who  is  not  yet  called  as  a  wit- 
Qin,  Iti  hi*  r«*fofly.  upon  his  apprehension, 
wm^jm!  I      U  ift  not  in  evidence 
pA  tlmtui  fciely,  as  the  Conslilu- 

Hi^  ■  ''iierisitin 
ft«k  '  in  whose 
tw/tpi^T  lii.^  ih.n-ifs,  T*ii"»  luuiuu  wd?  Uie  secre- 

tary cJ  tiiat  •ocicty:    aod  ilial  cannot  be 

prored  but  by  calling  the  man  himself,  or 
proving,  from  the  mouth  of  some  other  person^' 
ihut  he  stood  in  that  situation.    Your  lordshi|»^ 
then    ha»  a  book,  which,   non   centtatf   Mt,\ 
Tooke  ever  saw,  which,  non  comtat,  ever  wa»( 
in  the   place  wh^re  this  society,   called  the 
Coast ilutioual  Society,  was  supposed  lo  havoi 
existed ;    hut  you  have  a  book,  with  a  wLite] 
parchment  cover,  which  a  raes'Scnger  of  thftj 
kutg  seized  in  the  possession  of  a  man,  b»^| 
twccn  whom  and  the  prisoner  al  the  bar  no 
privity  wliMtever  is  proved;  for  it  does  notj 

appear  that  the  priiioner  was  acquainted  witl 
Adam?,  bad  any  conversation  witli  bunf 
had  even  ever  !>ecn  him. 

I  have  always  understood  it  to  be  a  cU 
rule  of    evidence,  that  the    best    evidencet 
which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  oi 

mu^t  be  produced,  iind  that  you  shall  not  h^\ 
recour&e  to  secondary  evidence  ;  and  for 
reasou,  that  the  production  of  the  secont 
evidence  affords  a  presumption,  that  if 
superior  and  primary  evidence  were  produced^! 
it  would   make  against  the  party  produci  _ 
that  which  i«  secondary  ;  that  is  the  rcasoBJ 
given  by  lord  chief  baron  Gilbert,  and  it 

what  every  man's  own  sense  suggests.    Bui 
it  is  said — and  I  feel  the  force  of  what  your] 
lordship  says,  as  far  as  it  extends— perha| 
tliis  may  not  ultimately  come  homo  to  tho^ 

f)risoner,  and,  if  it  does  not,  it  passes  harm-^ 
essly  over  his  head ;  he  cannot  be  aftecte^i 

by  any  evidence  read  here,  if  it  shall  turn  oat' 
in  the  sequel  that  the  crown  does  not  Micceed 
to  fasten  the  evidence  upon  him. 
Now  this  is  taken  to  ne  a  coraponenl  paitj 

with  other  writuigs  of  that  which  will  coi 
stitute — what,  a  libel?  No,  my  lord,  bul 
which  will  constitute  an  overt  act  of  high^ 

trea>)on,  for  compassing  Ihc  king*»  death. 
Will  your  lordship,  therefore,  in  a  case  of 
high  treason,  have  report  to  a  species  of  proof 
which  you  know  yon  could  not  have  recourse 
to  in  a  lower  species  of  otfence  ;  for,  let  me 

suppose,  that  the  crime  charged  upon  Mr. 
1  wke  was  the  liaving  publikhed  ihia  as  a 

libel,  as  having  been  conbcntiug  to  the  writ- 
ing of  it,  or  consenting  to  the  publication  of 

it,  or  having  been  implicated,  in  any  one 
rcfpccl,  in  giving  it  aa  existence,  or  in  giving 
it  currency,  roignt  it  not  equally  have  been 
said,  read  the  paper  first;  when  the  libel  is 
rc^d,  if  it  does  not  afterwards  come  borne  to 
the  prisoner,  he  will  not  be  answ«rable  fiw 
iU  contents;  and  he  cannot  suffer,  certainly^ 
because  it  happens  to  huve  been  read  to  the 
jury  upon  tlie  mere  evidence  that  such  a 

paper  existed. Now,  for  instance,  suppose  this,  as  I  am 
now  putting  it,  instead  of  being  an  overt  act 
of  high  treason,  was,  that  the  people,  whose 
names  have  been  read  here,  had  published 
tbi&  as  a  libel,  and  thai  they  were  indicted  for 

a  conspiracy  to  publish  this  libel,  woiikl  it  be 
said  that  this  should  be  read  as  evidence 

against  the  prisoner,  before  his  connexion 
with  it  is  proved  to  have  had  an  cxwlcncc  *  I 
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take  the  reason  of  that  to  be  this— and  I  take 
the  reason  of  it  to  be  founded  in  ̂ eat  wis- 
dom — in  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  forms 
the  glory  of  the  English  law  in  ali  its  parts, 
in  an  acquaintance  with  the  human  character, 
in  the  recognition  of  all  that  belongs  to  the 
principles  of  the  human  mind,  in  the  recol- lection of  our  wise  ancestors  that  men  are  not 
aneels,  that  they  carry  about  them,  and  your 
lordships  even  carry  about  you,  all  the  infir- 

mities of  humanity;  and  that  it  therefore 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  make  a  strong  im- 

pression upon  the  minds  of  men,  by  reading 
matters  at  which   though  I  will  not  say 
that  this  matter  is  so,  I  am  arguing  upon  ge- 

neral principles   at  which  the  mind  of  man 
revolts ;  and  so,  in  the  course  of  a  long  trial, 
the  jury  afterwards  cannot  discharge  from 
their  recollection  what  they  have  heard ;  they 
do  not  remember  with  precision  whether  that, 
which  was  read,  was  brought  home  to  the 
prisoner;  and  then  they  mix  up,  in  their  ima- 

gination and  recollection,  matters  whicii  they 
may  disapprove,  with  disapprobation  of  the 
person  who  is  on  trial  before  them.  I  take 
that,  with  humility,  to  be  the  principle;  then, 
if  this  is  so,  how  can  it  possibly  cease  to  be 
the  same  principle,  when  you  consider  the 
nature  of  the  crime  ? 

My  lord,  I  do  not  affect  to  know,  with  great 
precision,  ali  that  has  passed  upon  one  of  the 
most  solemn  trials,  most  undoubtedly,  that 
has  happened  for  many,  many  vears  in  this 
kingdom ;  and  which,  most  undoubtedly,  as 
I  said  upon  a  former  occasion,  I  most  sin- 

cerely hope,  for  the  honour  of  the  country, 
will  be  the  last  of  that  description*— I  speak 
of  the  trial,  by  impeachment,  of  Warren 
Hastings.  If  I  do  not  mistake  very  mucli, 
and  I  think  I  do  not,  this  very  question  was 
brought  for  the  consideration  of  the  judges 
upon  that  trial ;  whether  a  paper,  which  paper 
soueht  to  implicate  in  criminality  the  prisoner 
at  that  bar,  should  be  read  agsinst  him,  even 
if  it  could  be  found  in  his  custody,  unless  it 
could  be  shown,  by  evidence,  that  he  was  ac- 

quainted with  its  contents,  and  had  ratified 
and  recognized,  and  given  it  effect.  I  am 
speaking  m  the  hearing  of  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  one  of  the  counsel  for 
the  crown,  who,  very  probablj^,  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  rorrectinc  me  in  stating  what 
I  understand.  But  my  Teamed  frienaand  I 
have  recently  considered  this  matter,  and  we 
certainly  arc  not  able  to  distinguish^  because 
it  was  argued  with  the  greatest  ineentiity 
there.  Just  as  it  is  argued  hero,  that  int  does 
not  come  ultimately  home  to  the  person  who 
is  to  be  accused  by  it,  he  is  not  to  be  affected 
by  it ;  but  it  was  answered  by  the  judges,  as 
I  hope  it  will  be  by  vour  lordships  to  day, 
that  it  must,  first  of  all,  be  brought  home  to 
the  person  who  is  to  be  affected  by  it,  before 
it  is  suffered  to  be  read ;  for,  after  it  is  read, 
the  effect  is  had,  and  that  is  the  danger  I 

*  See  Htrdy's  Trial,  aiit^,  Vol.  34,  p.  893. 

complain  of.  Having  done  lo,  I  do  beg  that 
^our  lordships,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  mav  recollect — I  beg  pardon  for  saving 
the  eentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  address  mjrself  to 
the  Court — and  I  wish,  my  lord,  that  it  may 
be  recollected  that  I  showed  no  disposition 
to — on  the  contrary,  that  I  rather  hung  back 
from-^the  argument,  because  I  conceived 

then,  as  I  conceive  now,  that  the  matter,* which  is  contained  in  this  book,  when  it  i» 
explained,  all  which  the  solicitor-general 
has  himself  stated,  will,  most  undoubtedly, 
not  produce  any  effect  which  I  have  any  oc« 

I  casion  to  shrink  from,  standing  in  this  place, 
either  as  I  represent  the  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
or  any  other  persons  liable  to  be  tried  for  the 
same  species  of  offence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — We  are  en- 
tangled in  a  little  puzzle  about  this  species  of 

evidence.*  If  the  question  is.  Whether  it  is 
now  to  be  read  P I  think  the  objection  is  good. 
If  the  question  is  whether  it  is  evidence  ad- 

missible not  yet  to  be  read,  but  to  be  read, 
or  not,  as  other  evidence  shall  bring  tbe 
matter  of  it  sufficiently  home  to  the  pri- 

soner ?  Then  the  objection  is  ill  founded;  but 
I  think  you  are  certainly  right  in  sayine, 
that  it  is  not  evidence  merely  from  the  find- 

ing of  it  upon  Adams ;  it  is  not  ripe  to  be 
read;  and  it  was  not  read,  I  recollect  now,  in 
the  former  case,  until  Adams  himself  had 
been  called,  and  had  proved  that  this  was  the 
book ;  and  that,  in  this  book,  were  regularly 
and  truly  entered,  all  the  proceedings  of  this 
society. 

If  it  had  gone  to  the  length  of  the  proof» 
that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  a  member,  and 
that  this  was  a  book  in  which  the  proceedings 
of  the  society  were  regularly  entered,  then  it 
would  be  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  subject 
to  all  those  observations  that  might  be  made 
upon  it,  tlie  entries  being  carelessly  made 
or  entered,  in  the  absence  of  a  particular 
member. 

'  Mr.  Bower  .-—The  parts  wrote  by  Mr.  Tooke himself  must  be  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Certainly,  but  I 
do  not  apprehend  that  goes  to  this  entry. 

Mr.  uarrov.— Mr.  Home  Tooke  said  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Society. 

Mr.  Too^e.— Mr.  Garrow  must  not  slide  in 

upon  us  any  thine  that  has  not  yet  been  de- 
cided. I  pass  it  l)y  at  present.  I  acquiesce 

in  what  your  lordship  nas  decided,  if  the 
counsel  for  the  crown  should  at  anytime, 
while  we  are  talking  upon  another  question, 
slide  in  something  that  should  be  taken  as 
srantcd,  I  bee  I  may  not  so  be  understood  to 
nave  admitted. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — You  do  right  to 
make  your  objection  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  admit  1  paid  a  guinea  a  year 
for  the  last  ten  years,  to  go  into  a  room  that 
other  persons  had  a  title,  upon  the  same  cir- 

•  See  East's  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  pp.  98, 
119. 
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COBMlSttcai^  to  |0  into,  but  i  was  nut  a  mem- 
W  of  A  corporation  ;  I  was  not  accounuble 
(at  any  thing  that  passed ;  I  could  not  be  ac- 

eoufltabk,  bv'njy  pocket,  for  a  tkr thing,  and thtrefor^  ti  would  be  slraage  if  I  should  be 
tliswemble  with  mv  life. 

Mr,  Carrom, — I  numbly  intreat  permission 
of  the  Court  to  make  one  or  two  observations, 
diMfi  tiie  very  (incommon  situation  into  which 
tttt  prisoner  at  the  bar  has  put  me.  1  hope 
thai,  upoD  any  oecasioOy  when  called  upon 
to  diichvge  a  professional  duty^  still  marc 
ifNll  90  nnportant  an  occasion  as  this,  I  should 
M  dLsfirace  myself  by  any  want  of  candour, 
dioorufn,  or  propriety.  My  lord,  I  may  trans- 
^CM.  boil,  whenever  I  do,  I  hope  that  the  j 
toembrrs  of  my  profession  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe,  from  what  they  have  seen  i 
«f  tDVcooduct,  thai  it  must  be  from  that  error 
to  v&ich  we  all  are  liable,  bui  not  from  in-  ̂  
leottOQ.  I  cannot,  upon  sucli  a  liiai  as  this,  I 
vhkh  b  every  day,  in  some  shiipe,  correct  or  I 
•*berwi«te,  published  iu  the  newspapers;  and 
I  have  great  reason  personally  to  complsiin, 
flMDtfcstly  and  purposely,  not  correct  with 
mpect  ttj  myself,  in  the  course  of  the  htst 

tafVU.  I  Ciin«K>t  permit  all  the  new^^pttpcr^  of 
t^-morrow  to  state,  that  Mr  Toyke  hau  found 

it  oecefiary  to  complain,  upon  the  first  pro- 
duclion  of  papers,  that  ̂ ir.  CJ;irrow  bad 

thouight  fit  tu  endoavour  to  Nlip  something  m. 
Itl  it  be  distinctly  under^tou<l  what  is  done; 
Ik  my  conduct  be  dit^tirji.lly  viewed,  2i.\\i\  Iheu, 
thoM  w|nj  seek  to  point  me  out  by  mi^repre- 
Btntations  by  name,  by  adveriisenicnts  paid 

for,  cann- T  -  -  at  it  unta^'oufsibfy  to  me, 
^'hale^e/  '  t  may  be.     All  this  will 
not  deter  i<.-.  .;-i..  Juing  my  duty,  untler  the 
constitution  which  1  am  happy  it*  bt  the  sub- 

j«tof;  (of  I  thmk,  to  use  the  langtiage  ut'a very  teamed  judge,  that  a  man  cannot  die  too 
SooQf  when  he  dies  doing  his  duty.  Let  it 
U»ea  b«  understood  what  it  is  I  have  been 

dome.  Tills  book  was  produced ;  nobody 
could  doubt,  that,  to  read  the  hand-writing  of 
the  ̂ ntlFm*in  at  the  bar,  it  was  competent 

We  have  Mr.  Adams  to  go  through 
r  stages  which  we  have Icn'^wn  by 

tiL'crirrKe  H  was  necessary  to  go  through,  in 
order  to  make  that  whole  book  evidence.  In 

the  course  of  thi"!,  Mr  Tooke  proi>osed  to 
make  Slime  aihTiissions  and,  upon  itn  being 
it^tcd.  il.it  this  was  to  prove  liim  a  member 

Mtional  Society,  he  said,  or  l 
^  hun,  I  hat  he  was  a  member  of 
tiiuLuQ^tuuUunal  Society  I  am  not  repeat- 

ing that.  Ml  order  to  slip  m  something  in  the 
I  t  the  jury;  lam  above  that  prac- 

.r  lowest  cause  that  could  e%'cr  be 
u  1  frJi  to  me,  1  do  not  desire  to  gel  a  verdict 
fi^T  any  bt)dy,  or  by  any  means,  by  means 
wbid*  disgrare  all  that  attempt  them  by  such 
Cir^s  I  know  we  arc  iipon  a  public  theatre, 
that  wf  have  the  eyes  of  a  great  public  upon 
til;  und  that  we  roust  conduct  ourselves  with 
r    nr    r.  ̂ we  fHu%t  do  so^  there  is  no  merit 
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Whftl  is  it  I  have  been  doing?  Not  iti  a 
whisper,  not  aside  to  the  jury,  to  make  un 
impression  upon  them; — 1  said,  that  it  did 
happen,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  that  .Mr,  Tooke 
had  himself  said  he  was  a  member  of  that 
Conslilulional  Society. 

I  do  intreat  Mr.  Tooke  to  believe,  that  I  c&o 
have  no  personal  wishes;  he  ami  I  have  met, 
upon  former  occasions ;  i  have  thottght  that 
notliing  had  ever  passed  between  us,  imd  that 
he  had  never  seen  any  thiua;  m  my  character 
that  could  mduce  htm  to  believe  I  had  any; 

but  I  must  discharge  my  duty:  I  hope  from 
his  candour,  as  well  as  my  friends,  triat  they 
will  not  take  these  opportunities  to  throw  out 
these  sort  of  insinuation«>,  which  Cannot  have 
the  effect  to  deter  me  Irom  doing  my  duty, 

I  beg  pardon  of  the  Court  for  having  Ires- 
pas!^ed  on  ihcir  intiulgence,  but,  when  such 
an  observation  as  that  was  made  by  a  gen- 

tleman who  docs  not  make  any  observatioa 
lightly,  I  did  think  some  vindication  of  m}- 
seif  was  necessary. 

Mr.  'ruokc.—l  "beg  lo  make  an  apology  to 
Mr.  G arrow.  1  did  not  mean  to  impute  any 

thin^  to  him  :  I  only  thought  it  necessary  for 
me,  m  a  situation  where  I  am  so  raalcrially 

cno;aged,  to  prevent  any  misapprehension.  I 
did  not  mean  any  sort  of  reproach  to  him, 
nor  that  any  reproach  should  fall  upon  him, 
nor  any  reuroach  iu  the  newspapers,  which  I 
have  not  dad  any  concern  with  for  twenty 
years.  As  to  calumnies  in  newspapers,  I  have 
a  volume  of  newspapers  here  lull  of  calunv- 
nies.  I  have  read  in  a  bo<'»k,  formerly,  cursed 
is  he  who  revilcth  the  deaf —My  lord,  I  have 
been  deaf,  blind,  lame,  and  dumb,  tor  many 

months  past,  and  there  has  not  passed  a  sin- 
gle day,  w  bile  I  was  bound  hand  and  foot  ia 

close  and  severe  custody,  that  papers,  paid  by 
the  ministry,  have  not  charged  mc  with  guilt, 
and  with  facts  absolutely  lalse  ;  and,  the 

allornej''general,  who  is  so  careful  a  ctn*or 
morum^  wnil,  I  am  sure,  do  me  justice  here- 

after ;  whether  I  escape  with  my  IWe^  or  not, 

he  will  lake  care  that  the  justice  ol"  this  coun- try shall  not  be  run  down  in  the  manner  I 
can  show  your  lordship.  There  ia  abuse  evca 

printed  on  earthen-ware  as  well  as  sermons, 
Ijooks,  songs,  and  newspapers,  full,  at  which 
I  might  be  anjcry  as  well  as  that  gentleman— 
I  ara  sure  I  meant  him  no  wroug;  he  never 
did  me  any;  nor  did  I  mean  him  any  dis* 
grace;  and  if  it  will  do  any  good  to  his  cha- 

racter, let  it  be  said  in  the  papers  to-morrowr, 
that  I  humbly  be^  his  pardon. 

Mr,  Gorrtiie.—Mr.  Tooke  has  Okrhed  his 
apology  much  farther  than  t  wished. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej/re. — I  have  permitted 
this  explanation  to  go  to  its  full  length.  I 

hope,  on  all  sides,  thai  there  may  be  no  oc- 
casion for  any  discussion  of  this  sort  again; 

it  IS  verj'  unplea-sant.  If  every  body  were  to 

state  their  complaints  of  the  calumny  of  news- 
papers, we  mignt  nut  an  end  to  this  trial,  and 

listen  to  nothing  else* 

Mr.  Attorney    Genernl   to    Mr*  Williaia 
G 

II 
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Woodfall.— Do  you  know  thehaDd*writingiil 
this  book  P  (showing  it  to  the  witness). 

Mr.  'iooltc— That  book  is  all  my  hand- writing. 
Mr.  Woodfall.— I  believe  it  to  be  Mr. 

Tooke's. 
Mr.  Attorn^  Genera/.— What  is  the  title 

of  it? 

IVIr.  Woodfall. — It  is  written,  on  the  out- 
side, "  Constitutional  Club." 

Mr.  Daniel  Adams  sworn.— Examined  by 
Mr.  Bower. 

Have  you  been  secretary  to  the  society  for 
Constitutional  Inforoiation  for  some  years 
past  ? — ^Yes. 

How  many  years  hBve  you  been  secretary  ? —Ten. 

Is  that  one  of  the  books,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  society  ?  [showing  it  to 
the  witness.] — ^Yes. 

Are  the  entries  made  in  these  books  made 

by  you,  in  the  capacity  of  secretary  to  that 
society  ?— Yes. 
Mr.Tooke  was  a  member,  as  he  admits, 

during  the  last  ten  years ;  if  you  turn  to  these 
entries,  you  will  see  the  names  of  persons 
stated  as  being  present.  My  Question  is,  did 
you  put  down  the  names  of  sucn  as  were  pre- 

sent, or  of  persons  that  were  not  present?— I 
put  down  the  names  of  those  that  were  pre- 
senl,  and  not  present ;  I  will  explain  myself : 
— they  came  into  the  room,  and  their  names 
were  put  down ;  it  frequently  happened,  that 
they  went  away  soon  ader  their  names  were 
put  down. 

Did  you  put  down  persons  who  were  not 
present,  at  some  time  or  other,  of  those  even- 

ings, when  their  names  were  put  down?' — 
Some  gentlemen  frequently  dined  together ; 
their  names  were  put  down  whether  they  went 
away  as  soon  as  dinner  was  over  or  not,  as  at- 

tending the  whole  evening. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^Were  their 

names  put  down  before  they  went  to  dinner  ? 
—At  seven  in  the  evening  their  names  were 
?ut  down,  though,  perhaps,  they  were  not 
here  at  seven  in  the  evening. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrc.— At  seven  in  the 

evening  the  society  was  formed  P — Yes. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrc.— -And  were,  then, 

all  the  names  of  the  persons  that  had  been  at 
dinner  put  down,  whether  tliey  remained  at 
the  hour  when  the  society  was  formed  or  not  P 
— Yes,  if  they  were  members  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Bower — How  did  you  begin  the  busi- 
ness, and  what  was  the  first  thing  done  at 

each  night  of  their  assembling  ?— The  first 
business  wa*»,  to  enter  the  names,  and  to  read 
over  the  niuiutes  ol  the  last  meeting. 

Were  the  books  produced  then,  with  -the 
resolutions,  and  the  entry  of  the  last  meeting 
inserted  in  them,  at  every  subsequent  meet- 

ing, so  as  to  be  read  at  the  subsequent  meet- 
ing ?— Yes. 

And  was  it  the  practice  of  the  society,  that 
the  acts  of  the  former  meeting  were  read  at 

4/ie  subsequent  meeUDg  Y^-Yes. 

Whether  Mr.  Tooke,  as  a  member  of  thia 
society,  had,  or  not,  opportunities  of  recourse 
or  resort  to  these  books;  and  whether  there 
are  any  entries,  or  any  corrections  in  Mr. 
Tooke's  hand-writing?— I  do  not  know  tiiet 
there  are  anv  corrections  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 

writing in  the  books. 
Were  the  books  laid  open  for  the  inspeetioft 

of  the  members  at  the  meetings? — During 
the  meetings,  at  no  other  times. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  a  frequent  attendant  there, 
or  only  seldom  ?— He  was  frequently  there. 

Was  he  as  frequently  there  as  any  other 
member  of  the  society,  whom  you  can  recalf 
to  your  recollection  ?— He  was  freauently 
there ;  but,  living  out  of  town,  he  did  not 
often  stay  quite  so  lone  as  other  members. 

But  was  he  in  the  habit  of  being  at  the  so- 
ciety at  the  time  these  books  were  produced, 

after  the  dinner  was  over,  and  the  dinner 
party  broke  up  ?— Very  often;  it  could  not 
always  be  the  case. 

Was  he  generally,  or  only  seldom  ?— He 
was  frequently. 

Did  you  copy  into  that  book  firom  other 
minutes?— Yes. 

Given  to  you  b^^  other  persons  ;  I  eonine 
my  question  to  minutes  given  by  Mr.  Tooke  ? 
— I  cannot  say  that ;  thesr  were  handed  up  to 
me  from  different  people  in  the  room. 

Look  at  that  book ;  is  that  one  of  the  books 
of  the  society? — ^Yes  ;  but  some  of  these  en^ 
tries  were  before  I  ¥(as  secretary. 

Is  it  a  thing  you  put  down  at  random,  or 
dojrouput  it  down  as  certain  that  persons 
are  in  the  chair  whom  you  put  down  as  being 
in  the  chair? — As  bemg  in  the  chair;  but 
thev  do  not  always  remain  in  the  chair. 
When  there  are  two  chairmen  in  one  even- 

ing, is  that  always  noticed  ? — It  is  sometimes, 
but  not  always  noticed. 

I  understand  you,  that  you  never  enter  a 
person  as  being  in  the  chair  that  was  not  in 
the  chair,  though  he  may  not  have  staid  all 
the  evening  ?— Certainly  not 

I  before  asked  you  whether  that  book  conr 
tained  a  true  state  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
society } — As  far  as  I  know,  as  far  as  I 
have  copied ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  co- 

pied them  correct ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
not  made  any  mistake. 

But  you  have  not  made  any  wilful  mistakes? 
—No. 

Mr.  Daniel  Adanu,^ — cross-examined  ^y 
Mr.  Tooke, 

The  questions  put  to  you  by  that  gentleman 
I  see  have  rather  alarmed  you :  you  have 

*  In  the  printed  report  of  this  trial,  taken  in 
short  hand  by  Blanchard,  some  parts  of  this 
cross-examination  are  given  more  clearly  than 
by  Gumey ;  I  have  in  such  cases  corrected 
Gurncy's  report  accordingly;  where  a  matetlal 
difference  between  the  two  reports  occurs,  I 
have  mentioned  it  in  a  note,  Guroey'SaccoMBl 
beiog  adhered  to  in  the  text. 



vtlh  meoftener,  aiid  I  have  tioUimg  to  ̂  
jMi  that  yon  wiUhave  any  difficulty  in 

fkog,    A  gentlemao  tcils  me,  which  I 
knew,  that  the   names  were  taken 

Upon  paper,  corrected  by  diHerenl  pcr- 
and  that  you  copied  them  afterwards 

ito  ilie  book!>  of  the  society,  sometimes  the 
night,  but  most  commonly  after — was  it 

)0r  not? — ^The  minutes certaiiily  were  so;  j 
1C&  were  generally  put  upon  one  paper, 
resolutions  were  slips  of  paper  fre- 
roost  generally. 

you  enter  them  the  same  night,  or  at 
timea^^ — At  oilier  times,  three  or  four 

r»  mJler  ;  before  the  Friday  following.  | 

"  ii  i)ir  Ctiwri   may  pcrt'ccllv  understand i  Uiat  has  been  liad,  I  would 
^  not  what  was  called  a  Consli- 
d  Club,  a  dinner  meeting,  besides  the 
for  Conttitutional  Inlormation? — Yes. 
dinner  club,  of  which  the  gentlemen 

green  book  which  contains  nothing 
names  of  persons  who  dined  there  ? — 
re  nothing  else ;— I  nc?er  saw  much 

Do  you  remember  that  there  was  a  regiUar 
•r  ? — Surely. 

MX  what  hour  ? — Four,  or  a  quarter  past  four 
4  bcUere  ibur  exactly, 
Wm  that  dinner  company  only  of  persons 

of  the  society  J  or  visitors,  and  others? 
every  gentleman    whom  any   person 
It  proper  to  bring  with  him. 
many  years  have  you  been  secretary 
society  ?— I  believe  ten  3'cars. 
1  a  raeml>er  before  you  were  secretary, 

Is  ?— Before. 
ken  first  you  were  a  candidate  to  be  se- 

to  the  Society  for  Conslilutional  Tn- 
ladon,  was  it,  or  was  it  not,  known  and 

:ljLred  tiiac  you  had  a  place  under  govern- 
it  at  the  same  time  ? — Yes  ;  it  was  known 
ikad. 

Wfcs  it  known  that  you  had  permission 
«omc  persons  belonging  to  the  board 

rbcTB  you  had  a  place,  to  become  secretary 
the  Constitutional  Society  P — Certainly  not 

the  board. 

Some  persons  belonging  to  the  board  ?« 
ioi  by  aooie  persons  tliat  belonged  to  the 

Bf  aoiDe  person? — It  was  itnderstood  so 

very  particular  friend  of  m'me  ten  years thai  I  was  secretary  to  that  society. 
it  would    not  be  ofifeusive    to    the 

f  — 1  do  not  know  that  jt  went  so  far  as 

H.  0  books  of  accounts  of  iheSo- 
t)  iiutional  Information,  or  were 

fctixcii  with  the  other  books  ? — They 
»eued  with  the  other  books. 

Do  you  rtcollecl  tvhut  was  the  usual  sub- 
ion  paid  by  the  different  members  of 

iockty  f ' — A  guinea  a  year. 
Wta  ihfi  society  very  rich?— Never. 
WbSl  sum  of  money  do  you  think  all  the 

iubiaiplkns  together 'might  amount  to  in  a 

year?— About  sixty  pounds,   but  I   do  not 
know  exactly. 

IIow  much  of  that  went  for  the  regular 
expenses  of  the  society,  the  secretary,  the 
room,  paper,  pens,  ink,  messengers^  and  so 
ibrth  ? — At  that  time  about  fifty  pounds. 

Then  there  was  about  teu  poun^ls  a  year 
left  to  overturn  the  government  with ;  were 

you  generally  in  arrears,  or  in  advance?*— 
In  advance  generally  to  the  society, 

I  ask  this  question  only  to  show  the  richoa 
of  the  society;  how  capable  they  were  to 
overturn  the  great  weight  of  government. 
Do  vou  recollect  any  thine  of  the  25th  of 
October,  1793  ?  do  you  recollect  some  motion 
that  was  made  for  another  meeting  to  he 
called  !or  the  purnose  of  taking  into  consi- 

deration whether  tney  would  or  not  send  de- 
legates to  the  British  Locvenlion  in  Scot- 

land ? — I  cannot  charge  my  rccollcclion> 
Mr.  Bonder, — If  you  entered  it,  I  presume 

it  will  l^e  found  in  the  book  ? 
Mr.  Tookc.—TMm  to  the  book,  the  25 ih  of 

October,  1793,  if  you  please.  It  is  nut  to 
delay  llic  time  of  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Do  not  imagine 
that  we  think  so,  go  on  in  your  own  course. 

Mr.  Tttoke,— 'Do  you  find  Mr,  Tooke's 
name  there.? — Yes. 
Do  you  now  recollect  what  passed  at  that 

meeting  ?  do  you  recollect  that  an  extraordi- 
nary meeting  was  proposed  to  be  held.' — I  re- 

member there  was  such  a  thing. 
Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  at  that  time  ? — I 

do  not  beheve  that  he  was. 

Cannot  you,  by  the  circuras^lioces,  be  sure 
that  he  was  not  f — Yes ;  I  am  certain  he  was 
not,  because  he  went  away  very  early. 

That  was  an  extraordinary  meeting,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  con&idcring  whether  they 
should  send  delegates  to  ihc  Crilish  Conven- 

tion ? — He  certainly  was  not. 
Lord  Chief  Ju«^lice  Eyre. — Then  what  you 

say  is,  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  not  there  at  the 
tmie  that  proposition  was  made? — He  was  not. 

Lord  cliief  Justice  Eyre. — Had  he  been 
there  before  ? — Yes  ;  and  was  gone. 

Mr.  Tttukr, — Do  you  recollect  tliat  for  the 
purpose  of  that  extraordinary  meeting,  which 
was  held  on  the  28th,  only  three  days  after, 
you  were  dirciled  to  send  summonses  to  the 
different  members? — I  do. 

Is  not  that  a  circumstance  by  which  you 
recollect  that  I  was  not  there  at  the  time  V-- 
Itis. 

Do  you  recollect  that  you  did  nut  &er«d  a 
summons  to  me  upon  that  occasion,  hut  that 
two  members  of  the  society  undi.Tlook  to 
come  down  to  infomi  me  of  it? — I  do. 

Do  vou  remember  the  names  of  those  per- 
Fons  wlio  undertook  to  inform  me  ot  that  ex- 

traordinary meeting? — I  believe  I  do. 
Mention  thcm^'-I  think  they  were  Mr. 

Sinclair  and  Mr.  John  Williams. 

When  the  extraordinary  nicelin*  was  held 
on  the  aath,  do  vou  recollect  whether  1  was 
there^  01  not  ?— Y  ou  were  not  the£e« 
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Have  you  good  reasons  to  know  that  t  op- 
posed stroogiy,  and  disapproved  with  an j|er, 

the  sending  of  those  delegates  to  the  British 
Convention  in  Scotland  ? — I  certainly  have. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — What  reason 
have  jTou  to  know  that  .'—From  a  conversa- tion with  Mr.  Tooke  himself. 

Mr.  7b "Arr. -  •  •  Have  not  ̂ ou  other  rea- 
sons ?  had  not  you  conversations  with  other 

persons?— -It  was  the  general  opinion  that 
Mr.  Tooke  objected  to  it;  it  was  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Sinclair  and  Mr.  Williams,  1  believe, 
who  waited  upon  him. 

Can  you  recall  to  your  memory  any  persons 
wrangling  with  me  afterwards  for  that  opi- 

nion of  mine  f  can  you  recollect  at  any  sub- 
sequent meeting  any  angry,  any  strong 

words  between  me  and  any  other  member, 
because  I  did  not  attend  that  meeting,  be- 

cause I  did  not  approve  of  that  business? — I 
cannot  recollect ;  out  I  know  it  was  under- 

stood by  most  of  the  members,  or  all  of  the 
members  present,  that  Mr.  Tooke  did  not 
attend  that  meeting  because  he  disapproved 
ol  the  measure. 

Do  you  recollect  a  report  among  different 
members  of  the  society  in  consequence  of 
that,  that  I  was  bribed  by  the  government  f — ^Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Yorke  a  member  of  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information? — I  never  un- 

derstood that  he  was. 
I  mention  it  because  it  has  been  stated  to- 

day that  he  through  iHness  did  not  go  to  the 
British  Convention  where  he  was  sent.  Can 

you  state  the  reason  why  he  did  not  go  ?— 
because  he  wanted  money. 
Was  there  any  money  for  Mr.  Yorke  ? — 

None. 
Was  there  much  money  for  Mr.  Sinclair  P 

— Hardly  any. 
Did  you  send  him  a  letter  in  answer  to  his 

request  for  money  ? — Yes. 
Of  what  nature  was  it  ?— Advising  him  to 

come  home,  as  it  was  tiie  general  opinion  that 
he  had  better  not  be  there. 

The  general  opinion  of  whom  ? — Of  the  so- 
ciety. 

Then  you  understood  this  to  be  the  purport 
of  Robins's  letter  to  him  ?— The  letter  is  here, I  wish  to  refer  to  it. 

Mr.  2iwAc.— If  the  letter  is  here,  I  hope  it 
will  be  produced. 

Mr.  ITAi/e.— What  is  the  date  of  it 
Mr.  r«)/c«?.— September  or  October,  1793. 

It  shows  that  the  whole  society,  except  four 
or  five,  were  extremely  angry  at  the  measure, 
and  would  not  subscribe  twopence  to  it,  be- 

cause they  did  not  like  it.  Do  you  think  I 
ever  subscribed  any  thing  upon  that  ground  ? 

■ — I  think  Mr.  Tooke  did  not. 
I  siippose  the  list  can  be  found  ? — This  is 

one  of^mv  letters ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it is  that  which  Mr.  Tooke  refers  to. 
It  it  the  discouraging  letter  ? — ^It  is  one  of 

the  discouraging  letters ;  I  wrote  more  than 
one  discouraging  letter  to  inm. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/*— Whose  htnd-writ- 
ing  is  that  letter,  and  how  much  of  it  is  Mr. 
Tooke's? — I  never  saw  the  hand>writing  in 
my  life,  till  I  saw  it  at  the  society's,  nor  do  I 
know  whose  hand -writing  it  is. 

Look  at  the  back  of  it 
Mr.  Ti»*«.— What  it  written  on  the  back 

is  my  hand-writing.  Do  you  recollect  to 
what  time  the  society  adjourned  after  this 
sending  of  delegates  to  the  British  Conven- 

tion on  the  S8th  of  October?— To  the  8th ^f 
November. 
To  what  time  did  they  adjourn  from  the 

8th  of  November  ?— To  the  6th  of  December. 
On  the  6th  of  December,  to  what  time  did 

they  then  adjourn? — To  the  10th  of  January. 
So  it  appears  that  the  society  so  little  liked 

tlie  business,  which  four  or  five  members  h^ul 
done ;  that  during  the  sitting  of  the  British 
Convention,  and  when  the  delegates  wanted 
support,  they  first  adjourned  for  a  month; 
then  met  and  adjourned  for  five  weeks ;  that 
does  not  show  great  eagerness  in  that  cause. 
Look  to  the  «lst  of  June,  1793,  to  the  names 
of  the  persons  who  were  then  present ;  do 

you  find  Mr.  Yorke's  name  there  r — Yes. 
Do  you  recollect  that  you  objected  to  his 

being  present,  supposing  him  not  to  be  a 
member  ? — I  do. 
Do  you  recollect  that  the  gentlemen  pre- 

sent intended  then  to  have  adiourncd  to  the 

next  winter;  and  can  you  recollect  any  mem- 
ber, then  present,  strongly  endeavouring  to 

Eersuade  the  society  that  something  ought  to 
e  done,  by  way  of  declaration,  or  something 

or  other  ? — Yes. 
po  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Yorke  pushed 

very  hard  for  another  meeting  ? — Yes. 
And  that  another  meeting  was  held  to 

oblige  him  ? — Yes. 
And  that  an  address  was  ordered  by  the 

society  to  be  drawn  up  to  the  nation  ? — Yes. 
And  that  it  was  never  drawn  up?— Yes. 
Mr.  Tooke.— I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Yorke 

has  said  or  done  any  thing  improper ;  if  he 
has,  it  must  be  pinned  upon  his  back ;  a  gen- 
raan  meets  in  a  society,  and  proposes  some- 

thing which  others  do  not  approve,  and  they 
negative  his  motion ;  he  goes  300  miles  oft, 
and  there  he  does  something  which  is  thought 

to  be,  or  mi^ht  be  wrong,"  that  is  attempted to  be  given  in  evidence,  to  fasten  it  upo4 
those  men  who  would  not  suffer  him  to  dfo  it 
in  the  place  where  they  met  him.  I  draw 
this  from  the  evidence  to  show  your  lord- 

ship upon  what  these  treasons  are  biiilt. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Kyre. — It  will  depend 

upon  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  other 
persons  with  regard  to  that. 

Mr.  Tooke.— It  has  been  done  in  this 
speech,  but  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 

harm  in  this  very  speech  of  Mr.  Yorke*s. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—U  the  case  wta 

that  Yorke's  speech  was  printed  and  brought 
back  to  that  society  and  then  approved  of, 
though  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  the  tocietT 
in  rtepect  of  theh:  former  conduct  towud| 
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foHte,  it  would  be  imputed  to  them  in  respect 

*  Ihf ir  subsequ«at  conduct. 
Ml,   loake.-^l  agree;  that  because  then 
tj  could  do  something  themselves.    That 

Id  the  last  trial  endeavoured  to  be  put 
H&rJ7 ;  luid  it  happened  that  what  Mr. 

Toifce  mdemvoured  to  say  in  London,  and 
p— ».^«i^j  he  went  to  York  or  Sheffield, 

e ;    thai  was  endeavoured  to 

pui  ,.f^.i  .l.irdy. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Hardy  had  no 
>ogdone  him  in  that  respect,  because  tliere 
evidence  to  bring  home  the  conduct  of 

rorke  to  Uardy. 
Mr.  Ta&ke— Bui  your  lordship  will  see  the 
>ng  that  will  be  done  us,  if  what  is  dotic 

iy  one  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  whole  i  it  is 

at  a  corporation,  it  is  a  non-entity. 
Lorxl  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—  I  am  perfectly 

iwarc  of  that 

Mr.   Toiike.  —  l  certainly  remained   when 
ly    respectable    characters    quitted    the 
ty:  tlie   duke  of  Norfolk,  tue  duke  of 

I,  and  many  otJ:icrs  ;  they  had  rea- 
p.*J  for  quitting  r  but  because  I  was  more 
feoaiisteut  than  they,  it  would  be  very  hard 
[llui  I  should  be  thought  more  criminal.    Mr. 

,  yoti  know  that  I  lived  at  i»ome  distance 
London  ? — Yes. 

Stre  you  ever  been  at  Mr.  Tooke's  house  f -Yei. 

Do  you  know  that  bis  family  is  very  smalt  f -Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  his  gardener  goes  to  bed 

Qioe  o* clock,  and  gets  up  to  work  in  the 
[morning  at  four  o'clock  ?— 1  cannot  tell  that. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Tooke  desired  to  get 
very  early  ? — Yes. 

And  frequently  went  away  when  the  society 
.—Yes. 

And  that  soirctimes  he  staid  to  make  up 
for  a  ballot^  and  then  went  away  ? — ^Yes. 

Do  not  you  know  that  you  have  frequeniiy 
i>ted  roe  to  stay  in  order  to  prevent  the 

icty  doing  any  act?*    Do  not  you  know 
It  for  Uftwardh  of  two  years  my  declared 
lion  to  you  was,  that  the  society  should 

liietr  oar?,  and  adjourn  to  as  distant 
tvs  ms  ihey  could  ? — Certainly. 
Mf.  Timke.—  l  must  be  a  very  uncommon 

r,ir>y  lord,  Mr«  Adams,  do  not  you  know 
Ihat  I  was  always  ready  to  sign  any  thing  that 
yon  wisbed  not   to   sign.f    Did    I  or  not, 
always  say,  that  I  never  would  consent  to 

♦  The  two  preceding  questions  are  thus 
by  Blanchard  :   **  Does  he  [the  wit- 

jknow,  that  sometimes  I  have  stayed,  at 

'Adam***  request,  to    make  nine  for  a 
•iin;  away  m  order  to  prevent  the 
mg  any  thing  at  all,  or  to  ad- 

tm .  ;  .i^t  [  have  certainly.'* 
Tlie  iirst  part  of  thi3  question  Blanchard 
u  a  separate  and  very  different  question, 

Mr.  Adams  know  that  Mr.  Tooke 

always  ready  to  sign  any  tlung  that  Mr. 

IS  wished  him  to  sign  .»'^— <*  Y<«/' 

anything  which  I  would  not  myself  sign?— I 
think  you  have  always  said  so. 

!iavc  I*  not  sometimes  done  so? — Fre- 

quently. Do  you  know  who  was  called  the  father 
and  founder  of  that  society  ?— Major  Cart- 
wrigbi. 

Have  you  ever  read  the  report  of  the  Secret 
Commitlce  of  Ihe  House  of  Commons  ? — No, 

Did  you  ever  read  tlie  books  and  papers, 
except  those  which  were  seni  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information  ?  were  you  ac- 

quainted with  the  books,  papers,  and  com- 
munications of  other  socieiies?  —  Certainly 

not 
Was  it  the  custom  with  membera  of  the 

Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  when 
they  met,  to  read  over  the  books  of  their  own 
society  ? — O,  no. 

Nut  being  a  partnership  book  in  which 
their  fortunes  were  much  concerned,  they  did 
not  trouble  themselves  then  much  to  know 
what  had  been  entered  in  il at  diftercnt  times? 

—No;  they  hardly  ever  looked  at  it. 
Mr.  Tookc^l  asked  this  question  that  the 

prosecutor  may  perceive,  that  so  far  from 
being  accountable  for  that  monstrous  collec* 
lion  of  different  societies,  that  they  did  not 
know  their  own  collection ;  they  never  read 
what  was  in  their  own  books. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej/re. — Do  you  mean  a 
different  reading;  from  the  minutes — I  think 
vou  said  the  mFnules  were  read  over  always 

before  you  began  your  business? — Yes. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — ^That  they  were 

in  the  habit  of  reading  the  former  minutes  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  Tooke.'~They  were  laughing  and  talk* 
ing  of  something  else  ;  there  is  not  nine  much, 
your  lordship  wm  see  if  you  look  at  tnem,  to 

engage  any  body's  attention. — Do  you  know, 
or  can  you  recollect,  that  when  I  could  not 

stay,  you  •  have  spoken  to  some  particular 
friends  to  beg  them  to  get  an  adjournment  of 
the  society  ? — It  may  have  happened  once  or 
twice,  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  more. 

I  do  not  want  to  put  you  in  a  hurry ;  I 
know  your  disposition  very  well.  What  was 
usually  the  number,  as  well  as  you  can 
recollect,  one  time  with  another,  ot  persons 
who  met  together  at  tliat  society  ?— 1  should 
not  suppose  more  than  ten,  upon  an  average  ; 
there  have  been  thirty,  and  sometimes  not 
more  than  si.x. 

Were  they  armed  with  pikes  or  muskets  ?— 

No. Did  you  ever  hear  any  talk  of  any  thing  of 
that  kind  in  the  society? — Never  in  my  life. 

Were  all  the  members  of  the  society,  do  you 
believe,  of  the  same  way  of  thinking? — No; 
I  think  not. 

You  believe  there  were  sometimes  debates? —Yes. 

And  sometimes  a  contrariety  of  opinion? — 
Greatly  so. 

♦  Dlanchard  says  **  Have  you." 

t  According  to  BUAcUatd  v\\s>«^  Wvvt?;;^  Vj^« 
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Was  there  ever  in  the  society  such  &  thing 
as  a  secret  committee  P — ^Never. 
Was  not  every  thing  transacted  openly  and 

publicly  ? — Yes. 
There  were  a  ereat  many  orders,  Ipnerceive ; 

hut  first  were  there  frequent  committees  of 
correspondence? — Yes,  frequently. 

Did  they  ever  correspond  or  write  any  thing  ? 
-^I  do  not  believe  there  were  above  one  or 
two  letters  ever  wrote. 

In  the  course  of  the  ten  years  ? — Yes. 
I  see  in  the  reports  that  vast  numbers  of 

papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  a  hundred 
thousand,  I  believe,  once,  to  be  sent  to  all  the 
correspondents  in  England,  France,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland ;  were  any  papers  printed  ? 

Mr.  Adami.-^ShiAl  I  trouble  you  to  know 
what  resolution  it  was? 

I  do  not  recollect;  but  were  there  ever  a 
hundred  thousand  printed  of  any  thing? — 
No ;  nor  a  quarter  of  the  number.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  there  ever  were  more  than 
five  or  six  thousand  of  any. 

Mr.  Attorney  General — I  understood  you 
to  say,  that  a  hundred  thousand  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  but  that  you  do  not  know  of 
more  than  five  thousand  being  printed?— I 
cannot  say  exactly,  to  five  thousand  of  any 
one  work. 

Mr.  Tooke.'^'B\x\  do  you  recollect  that  a hundred  thousand  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
of  something,  and  that  it  was  never  printed 
at  all? — Yes;  I  was  ordered  not  to  print 
them. 

Do  you  recollect  a  great  number  of  corres- 
pondents in  France,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 

that  the  society  had  ? — I  do  not  know  that 
we  ever  corresponded  with  any  body,  except 
in  France. 
Were  the  number  of  letters  which  they 

sent,  or  that  they  received,  the  greater  ? — In 
France  we  never  answered  one. 

But  I  mean  any  where  else:  did  other 
societies  write  to  us,  and  we  neglect  to  answer 
them?— Yes. 

Were  we  often  reproached  for  so  doing  ? — 
Venr  much  so. 

When  I  went  away  from  the  society,  which 
I  usually  did  early,  did.  not  some  other 
member  uf  the  society  usually  go  home  with 
me  ? — Yes,  sometimes. 

Do  you  recollect  who? — Sometimes  Mr. 
Sharpe  used  to  go  with  you. 
when  you  were  first  appointed  secretary 

•was  it  not  the  custom  of  the  society  to  print 
pamphlets,  and  other  things,  and  distribute 
them  gratis? — Yes. 

Has  that  been  the  case  for  the  last  three  or 

four  years ?'— No;  there  have  been  pamphlets 
Srinted,  and  given  awav,  or  taken  away;  I 
o  not  know  that  they  have  ever  been  distri- 

buted or  sent ;  I  cannot  charge  ray  memory 
with  any,  they  have  been  so  trifling,  if  there 
have  been  any. 

Do  you  recollect  that  before  you  were  dis- 
missed from  your  emplovment,  you  men- 

tioned vour  expectations  that  you  should  be 
)m,  to  Mr.  Tooke^— I  did. 

Can  you  recollect  the  advice  Mr>  Tooke 
eave  you  upon  that  occasion?  —  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  exactly ;  I  believe  it  was  to 
speak  to  6ir  John  Dick,  one  of  the  board, 
whom  you  thought  a  good-natured  man,  I 
believe. 

I  know  him  intimately  myself^  and  could 
have  spoken  to  him  for  you ;  but  can  you 
recollect  my  saying,  that  the  society  would 
never  be  able  to  do  you  any  good?— I  do  not recollect  that. 

Let  me  try  by  another  circumstance;  ca^. 
you  recollect  my  advising  you  to  do  yourself 
good,  and  let  us  so  ̂   oe  the  instrument  of 
good,  by  goin^  to  those  under  whi»m  you  had 
a  place,  and  giving  them  all  -  the  books  and 
information  you  possibly  could  relative  to  our 
society ;  and  that  I  would  justify  your  cha- 

racter for  so  doing  ? — I  do  not  recollect  it 
But  the  fact  is  so.  Wishing  to  serve  tha 

secretarv,  and  knowing  no  other  method,  I 
wished  him  to  do  that  of  which  he  has  been, 
I  believe,  falsely  accused.  Had  the  privy 
council  our  books  of  account  ? — Yes. 

Of  the  expenditure  and  receipt? — Yes. 
Were  any  questions  asked  you  concerning 

them  ? — I  do  not  recollect  there  were  about 
the  receipts. 

Is  it  not  absolutely  certain  that  if  they 
looked  to  the  books  of  expenditure,  it  must 
have  been  known  by  those  who  looked  at  tha 
orders  for  the  number  to  be  printed,  whether 
they  were  printed  or  not? 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^The  book  would 
better  shew  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— That  can  pro.- 
perly  only  be  known  by  the  books  themselves, 
It  comes  pretty  much  to  the  same  thing,  if 
you  ask  bun  wnether  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  society  enabled  them  to  print. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^They  would  be  able  to  see 
whether  the  finances  enabled  them  to  print? 
— Yes,  certainly. 

Can  you  guess  why  in  the  report  which 
mentions  that  they  were  ordered  to  be  printe(^ 
it  was  not  inserted  that  they  were  never 
printed ;  do  you  know  any  reason  why  it  was 
not  inserted  that  they  were  not  printed ;  and 
since  it  may  be  seen  by  the  book  of  expendi- 

ture, that  none  were  printed,  do  you  know 
any  reason  why  the  order  should  be  put  in, 
ani^  the  non-performance  of  that  order 
omitted  ? — I  cannot  tell  the  reason ;  I  believe 
it  was  never  meant  that  they  should  be 

printed. 
I  see  on  the  14th  of  November,  a  hundred 

thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  our 
correspondents  in  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland; 
had  the  society  any  correspondents  in  Ire- 

land ?— No ;  I  do  not  recollect  that  they  had ; 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say ;  I  believe  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  —  You  do  not 
know  of  any  ?~I  do  not  recollect  any. 

Mr.  7oo/ce.->Have  you  often  heard  me  joke 
and  laugh  at  the  insignificance  of  that  society? 
—Very  oflen. 

Have  you  ever  heard  me  dedare  myself  a 
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Incnd  t  Vrage?— I  cannolimme* 
dkl^U  I  l«at  expression  ciactly* 

neana  that  every  persoo 
i:,  ive  a  vote  for  a  member 

tti  ITutiijimfn;  r— 1   nave  heard  you  express  it 
In  tliAl  light. 

Dojoti  remember  when,  and  upon  what 
icaston?  vuti  miMitidcrsuod  me  now — 

i.tA  •  In,  f  liisuec  >Jyrf. — You  have  heard 
V  e  speak  for  it;  is  thai  what 

Do 

Mr.  Tffoiu. — For  fear  there  should  be  any 

W'bciher  you  have  heard  mc  at  auy 
fay  th^t  I  was  for  a  representation  of  the 
k  ujiivcrsally*  that  every  man  should 

iTc  equally  a  vote  ? — 1  have,  certainly. 
Mr.  rauke.—i  believe  be  i*  lt>e  only  man 

:J  that  ever  did  hear  me. 

'*.— If  I  have  said  any  thing  I  did 
uuiiicu lately  understand,  I  should  be  very 

Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  you  wish  to 
JM  auy  thing  you  have  said  ? — 1  would 
Mr-Yooke  should  explain  any  thing 

Lofd  Chief  Justice  £^rc.— No ;  have  you 
:lf  any  wish  to  explain  any  thing /— 

laohd. — ^Do  you  recollect  major  Carl- 
|»ropo&iDg  his  four  propositions  of  the 
rtion  of  Rights;  or  do  you  know  any 

:  I  the  Declaration  of  Rights  ? — [  he- 
L  not  in  my  time. 

»i  I IV  >  iiti  present  at  the  anniversary  of  the 
tLe  Sd  of  May  last  ?— Yes. 

,..,.  .-,,.,.,|^^ijer  what  passed  from  me  on 
ii  It  I  remember  the  substance  of 

fh^t  :  .lien  say? — I  do  not  indeed. 
'f  it? — 1  could  not  call  to  my  re- 
iiy  part,  I  was  so  much  engaged. 
^  memory  enable  you  to  recollect 
i^ary  of  the  French  llcvolulion  in 

^ear  1790? — I  remember  attending  it; 
It  at  the  Shakespcar? 

Mr.  Tooke. — No, at  the  Crown  and  Anchor; 
do  you  remember  carl  Stanhope  being  in  the 
davrf — No,  I  do  not. 

Aft  fiv  as  you  could  perceive,  and  as  far  as 
yma  recollect  do  you  think  that  I  put  the  so- 
cieiY  on  too  strong  measures,  or  kept  them 

Ikx  ;  do  you  think  that  I  was  forward  i* 
Lord  Chief  JuhIicc  Eyre, — You  put  your 

OKHioD  "wery  distinctly  before.— I  do  not 
KDowl^GW  far  I  might  judge  of  strong  mea- 
ttmc  there  vrere  some  questions  put  I  tnought 
BMitrong;  there  were  other  questions  you 
M»d?avoti»ed  to  prevent  t  there  was  nothing 
'.'  had  an  idea  of  about  treason. 

'J  any  thing  which  gave  you  cause 
it  any  of  tnc  members  of  the  so- 
I  tcDfied  either  to  depose  or  kill  the 

».iu"  r — Ajii^  no  ! 
ifid  jou  «ver  think  they  intended  to  take 

up  irmi,  or  accomplish  any  tldng  by  force ?<— 

Did  vou  i!iink  they  were  cither  bold  enough 
!  1  .'—Oh  no,  never  ? 
i  thiok  was  the  object  of  the 

A.  D.  1794..  [94 

greater  part  or  all  of  that  society? — The 
greater  part  was  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform^ 
and  perhaps  all  might  be ;  but  some  of  them 
took  it  in  a  different  view  from  what  I  did. 

Do  you  think  that  these  were  sly  fellows, 
who  nieant  something  that  they  did  not  say? 
— No ;  I  believe  they  meant  all  they  said. 

You  think  they  were  sincere? — Yes. 
You  have  every  reason  to  think  so  ? — Yes, 
And  no  reason  to  think  the  contrary? — 

No ;  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  they  were 
sincere  in  what  they  said.  ' 

You  do  not  think  they  made  use  of  this  ai 
a  pretext  for  something  else :  you  do  not  think 
that  with  their  great  wealth  or  force  of  arms, 
they  meant  to  subvert  the  government;  bat| 
that  they  were  sincere  in  wishing  a  reform  ill 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament? — Yes; 
a  reform  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia-i 
raent :  but  they  were  not  all  of  llie  same  opi- 

nion in  the  manner  of  doing  it ;  K>roe  went 
farther  than  others,  undoubtedly. 

Do  you  recollect  any  correspondence  be- 
tween the  society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion and  Skirving,  or  any  person  residing  in , 
Scotland  ? — I  recollect  their  sending  a  letter^ 
but  not  our  answering  any ;  if  it  is  SO,  it  b  in 
the  books,  which  1  beg  to  refer  to. 

Have  you  kept  back  any  letter?,  or  papers, 
or  correspondence  whatever;  are  there  any^ 
but  what  have  been  given  up  or  that  havo^ 
been  seized  on? — I  do  wot  know  of  any;  itii' 
Eossible  that  there  may  be  some,  but  never 
ept  back  iritcntioually- 
Can  you  recoiled  the  appointment  of 

Committee  of  Correspondence  on  the4tb 

Ajjril,  1T94— "  Ucsolved  that  there  be  ap-] 
pointed  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  th«  ̂ 

members  of  this  society  ?" — Yes. 
Can  you  recollect  in  what  manner  thai] 

committee  of  correspondence  was  apponitedf' 
— In  the  usual  way  1  lliink. 

But  can  you  recollect  this,  that  1  bein^  re^J 
a  nested  to  be  a  member  of  that  committcc,1 
eclared  that  neither  my  health  nor  my  busi^^ 

ness  would  permit  me  to  be  a  member  of  it?— j 
Give  me  leave  to  read  the  minutes. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  you  rcmer 
ber  what  Mr.  IIorneTooke  says? — Yes,  I 
remember  it;  that  his  health  would  not  per-] 
mit  him  to  be  on  that  committee.* 

Mr,  Tookc. — Did  1  ever  meet  the  com- 
niitteel — I  believe  never:    I  do  not  knoifl 
that  the  committee  itself  ever  did  meet. 

Do  you  recollect  how  the  Committee  of< 

operation  was  appointed.    The  resolution  iai^ 
"  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  &^i 
pointed  by  this  society  be  the  committee  f< 
correspondence  and  co-operation  with 
mittees  of  other  societies."    You  have  spokel 
to  the  manner  in  which  T  was  named  of 

*  This  answer  is  thus  given  by  Blanchardr 
''  Yes,  I  do  remember  that  you  said,  thar 
neither  your  health  nor  your  business  wo»d^ 

permit  you  to  be  a  member  of  that  tom- 

miiiee." 
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committee  of  correspondeDce,  and  therefore 
my  name  appeared  as  on  the  committee  of 
cooperation,  because  they  voted  afterwards 
that  the  same  committee  should  be  a  com- 

mittee of  co-operation;  but  do  you  know, 
think,  or  believe,  I  ever  met  either  of  the 
committees  ?— It  was  understood  that  you 
were  not  appointed. 

Mr.  Tooke. — But  my  name  appears  there 
as  though  I  was,  and  has  been  so  published  ? 

Lord  Chipf  Justice  Eyre. — ^You  oo  not  know 
that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ever  met  that  com- 

mittee of  co-operation  P — ^I  do  not  know. 
Mr.  Tooke. — •  I  ask  a  great  number  of 

these  questions  to  get  rid  of  the  fact  from 
mvself :  I  hope  they  will  be  of  no  prejudice  to 
others;  but  I  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
I  consider  it  as  a  crime  by  pushing  it  from 
myself,  for  I  do  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Byre, — You  are  per- 
fectly right  in  pushing  it  from  yourself. 

Mr.  Tooke.-^Do  yuu  recollect  notice  being 
given  by  me  that  a  motion  would  be  made  by 
me,  at  a  future  mectine,  for  two  books  to  be 
prepared ;  in  one  of  which  should  be  written 
the  names  of  those  who  deserved  the  repro- 

bation, and  in  the  other,  the  names  of  those 
who  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the  society? — 
I  do. 

Do  you  remember  that  no  such  motion  was 
ever  made  ? — ^There  was  not. 
Do  you  recollect  a  little  mirth  at  it? — 

There  was  a  laughing  about  it. 
Can  you  remember  ever  to  have  hea^  me 

'  say  that  I  had  lain  out  of  my  own  bed  but 
■twice  for  the  last  seven  years? — I  cannot  take 
upon  me  to  say. 

Can  you  remember  my  saving,  that  if  there 
were  a  meeting  of  any  of  the  friends  of  li- 

berty, for  any  good  purpose,  upon  Wimbledon 
Common,  that  I  should  certainly  be  found 
there  P—Yes. 

But  that  if  it  was  farther  off  I  should  not  be 
found  there,  because  ray  heidth  would  not 
permit  ? — I  do  remember  that. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  have  proved  one  thing  for 
myself,  and  another  thing  against  myself; 
that  I  love  liberty  very  well  near  my  own 
home,  but  would  not  go  a  great  distance  for 
it.  Were  you  at  the  last  dinner  of  the  Revo- 

lution Society  in  1793  ? — I  have  no  doubt  of 
it ;  I  have  eenerally  attended. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^Thcy  are  very  numerous;  I 
belonged  to  four  constitutional  societies ;  this 

*  Blanchard  gives  the  following  account: 
"  Mr.  Tooke. — I  ask  a  great  number  of 

?uestions  with  respect  to  these  facts,  though 
think  no  manner  of  harm  at  all  in  them. 

"  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  proper 
tod  necessary  for  you  to  ask  a  great  number 
of  these  questions.   It  is  proper  for  your  case. 

"  Mr.  Tooke.—Bul  it  looks  as  if  1  thought 
it  was  a  crime,  which  I  do  not,  and  wished  to 
pass  it  from  myself. 

"  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—Ymi  are  per- 
fectly figbl  to  pMt  it  from  yourself."* 
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If  the  revolution  society;  the  Dissenters  keep 
the  4th,  and  the  Church  of  England  the  5th 
of  November,  I  believe.  Do  you  recollect  my 

giving  a  toast  that  day  ? — ^Yes,  I  do. 
Can  you  recollect  the  substance  of  it? — ^If 

you  will  repeat  it  to  me,  I  shall  recollect  it. 
Was  it  in  these  words,  or  to  this  effect : 

May  the  people  of  this  country  never  forget 
nor  forsake  the  present  family  on  the  throne, 
until  it  shall  appear  1^  their  conduct  Uiat  they 
have  forgotten  or  forsaken  the  principles 
which  placed  them  on  it  ? — I  do  very  well  re* 
member  it 
*  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Be  so  good  as 

repeat  it. 
Mr.  Too^.— May  the  people  of  this  coun« 

try  never  forget  nor  forsake  the  present  family 
on  the  throne,  until  it  shall  appear  by  their 
conduct  that  they  have  forsotten  or  forsaken 
the  principles  which  placed  them  on  it?— I 
do  remember  it. 

Are  you  able  to  tell  me  who  established  the 
dinner  club?— I  believe  you  did. 

Do  you  recollect  why  that  dinner  club  was 
established  ?— I  rather  think  it  was  in  orddr 
that  the  members  might  meet  better. 

Do  you  think  the  meeting  was  af  half  after 
four,  rather  than  at  seven,  that  I  might  go 
home  sooner? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyr«.— -There  might  be 
something  to  do. 

Mr.  Tooke. — There  was  nothing  to  do  at 
the  meetings  but  to  eat  and  drink.  Can  yotf 
say  what  you  meant,  or  what  you  believed 
tliose  of  the  society  to  mean,  when  they  said 
they  would  co-operate  with  the  Correspond* 
ine  Society  in  order  to  obtain  their  great  end& 
What  did  you  understand  by  that  great  endt 
— I  understood  a  Parliamentary  lUform  wa^ meant. 

Do  you  recollect  many  candidates  being 
black-balled  that  wbhed  to  be  members  of 
the  society  ? — ^Not  a  great  many. 

In  ten  years,  do  you  think  there  might  be 
ten  P — I  believe  not  ten  persons. 

It  was  not  a  very  secret  society  then,  ancf 
not  much  afraid  of  spies.  Can  you  swear  that 
the  names  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  books 
which  are  called  the  books  of  the  society  were 
there  at  the  time  that  the  business  inserted 
under  their  names  passed  ? — Certainly  not. 

Do  you  recollect  an  affectation  or  imitation 
of  French  phrases  in  the  books  of  the  so« 
ciety  ?— I  do  not  know  that  there  is  in  the books :  I  am  not  so  certain  of  that. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  asked  an  improper  question : 
the  books  will  better  tell  that;  if  they  are 
there  they  are  easy  to  be  found,  and  would 
have  been  found  before  this.  Did  you  send 
any  notice  to  St.  Andre  and  Barrire  that  they 
were  elected  honorary  members  of  the  Con^ 
stitutional  Society? — No, 

Were  you  directed  to  send  any  ?— No. 
Did  you  yourself  enter  all  or  any  j^art  of 

the  speeches  of  St  Andr6  and  Ban^re  in  \hm- 
books  of  the  society  r— Not  a^y  nrt. Were  you  bid  to  i^flliPVjf;^^ 



t>kl  you  insert  any  ? — No. 

liad'you  the  newspapers  to  insert  iheoa 

e  newtpapets  ia  Ihc  society  ?— Not 

Bill  every   body   else  mi^ht 
i  ns,  willioul  being  charged  wilh 
trciHtn  .  1  bave  been  luM  ihat  Ihc  man  who 

rtsJJy  publisljcfl  ibe  sprcrhes,  wbo  sobi  tbcnv 
to  cvcrv  i>otly  that  would  btty,  was  called  us 

la  cviaefic-e  c»t)  Ibe  Irial  of*  Mr  Hardy,  lu 
pmre  gwilt  in  Ujosc  wbo  only  talked  of  luserl- 
JBSlliein. 

Lord  Cbicf  Justice  Ej^rc,— Certainly  it  -is 
tnw  Ibal  the   ni.Ki  \«a*i  called  lo  pr'jvc  thut 
tJbcre  »et^   •■  -■•-'cbe^  in  ibc  ISIoniiewr* 

Mr.    i>  !   tbal  be  sold   tUcni,  in 

cifLltr  *•-•  < '  1  Ne  society. 
1 1  sUi  e  Ft/re  — ^The  way  in  wbitb 
'  criniitiuVcd  was,  because  Uicy 

i:^ii  ,M  I  lisiit^i  ig  the  world  that  these  were  I 

I  ̂   .  ., .  .  j,^,,  f„|-  which  lliey  bad  made  these  ' 
irv    mcnibers  ;   it  was  argued  I 

,  -jintin^  out  lo  the  world  lbei>e  ̂  
pipcr>»  jrid  icrtmimending  tbcm  tu  their  u.t- 
leotion ;  thjit  wa^  the  way  ia  which  it  was 

Mr.  Tooke. — And  it  wa?  fortunate  for  the 
lociely  that  ihey  did  nut  my  such  a  thing  as 
till* — ihcrc  are  sumc  good  lbin2S  in  the  Loran»  ' 
wiur:i    ,M    wmdIi  atleuliun — they  might  have 

Hiih    Mahometanism   if  they  i 
iilctl  any   pitrl  of  the  Corun. 

11  iii  v"  u,  filler  the  war,  any  director  indirect  ' 
< n-   {   u<icocc  wbutcver  with  any  persons  ui  ̂ 
1  }  *:  ur  --(^erlainly  not. 

i>    \  i<  know  that  any  member  of  tht  so- 
cieiv  hid  t—\o. 

I)o  you  ihiuk  they  bad  ? — Not  that  I  know 
0^1  'peftk  from  my  own  knowledge. 

Did  you  ever  set,  or  hoar  of  a  ieller  from 
Bfr,  M^rgarnt  to  tlie  London  Corresponding 
Society,  cutiUiining  these  words :  '*  We  cannot 
g^  ̂ w  tM.1.  ?.  -I  rill  .p,,  siiajuir,  from  the  So- 
eae(>  nal  Infurmation.    He  has 

hcei .  ; :  bed,  ever  5»ince  Saturday, 
lent  lever  and  nore-throat;  be  is 

-•   better    lilts* morning,     lie  is  a 
T"  ,  '>ung  man ;  and  ̂ boula  he  die,  bis 

1  be  ̂ vcrely  felt,  not,  indeed,  by  bis 
ts,   who   huvr    Imscly    abandoned 

1  njiher  Uiink  1  have  read  it ;  it  must 

nvc  it  is  upon  the  Con* 
^icKiv  s  bucks.    This  letter  was 

d  wc  gel  the  knowledge  of  it  by 
>  "'■T'-d  in  the  report;  here  is  Mar 
Sjr.  iiy  that  the  Const ilutionai  So- 
cj'-lN  led  them. 

i>  '  1  islice  Eyre, — What  is  it  ? 
W.  V  ropy  of  a  letter  from  Gcr- 

Ijid  uid  to  the  sevrelary  of  the 
LmmSoo  I  Jing  Society,    It  is  an  ex- 
tnordioary  lauj^  live  or  six  gentlemen 
dwoiLUg  l<*  send  a  delegate,  that  the  treason, 
if  tliwe  IS  ♦ny  in  il>  should  fall  upon  those 
vlio  liad  oo  coQCcra  in  it;  iiDd  wlicn  ttic  de> 
VOL  XXV. 

legates  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society 
state  that  the  Constitutional  Society  had 
abandoned  hinv*  Do  you  know^  that  betv/een 
two  and  three  years  ago,  I  quitted  London, 
on  account  of  ili-licalth  and  infirmity  ? — That 
was  the  lime,  I  believe,  you  went  lo  Wim- bledon, 

You  remember  I  had  «  serious  infirmity  ? 
— Yes. 

That  infirmity  put  me  out  of  a  state  to  bear 
arms  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Tituke, — My  lords,  I  am  ashamed  lo 

have  taken  up  so  much  time  in  ibis  examina- 
tion, but  I  thought  it  might  rather  shortea 

than  delay. 

Mr.  Daniel  Adams  re-examined  by  Mr.  At* 
tornet;  Otneral, 

Be  so  good  as  louk  at  thr  book — Upon 
the  1  Uh  of  April,  1794,  you  lind  an  entry  of 
Mr,  Joyce  being  in  tlic  clinir;  if  you  look  at 
the  names,  you  will  find  that  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr. 
Kydd,  Mr.  Thelwall,  Mr,  Hardy,  and  Mr. 
Kicbter^  were  present  among  oilurs  ?  — Ym, 

You  find  there  an  entry  to  this  effect :  Mr, 
Joyce  made  the  report  of  the  meeiinff  of  the 
delegates  of  the  London  Corresponcring  So- 

ciety, for  the  purpose  of  this  society  co- 
operating with  the  London  Corresponding 

Society,  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions ;  then  there  are  three  reso- 
lutions entered :  "  That  it  appciirs  to  this 

committee  very  desirable  thnt  a  |;enerui  meet' 
ing,  or  convention,  of  the  Friend?*  of  Ldierty, 
should  be  called,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  consideration  the  proper  methods  of  ol>« 
laining  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  the 

feoplc."  Then  there  is  a  second  resolution* 
think  you  loid  ub,  upon  Mr.  Tooke's  exami*' 

nation,  that  his  name  was  proposed  to  be  on 
the  committee  of  correspondence,  in  hi$a|>- 
sence?— I  do  not  know  that  [  said  that 

Mr,  Tooke.—  He  said,  that  the  former  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  should  be  a  com- 

mittee of  CO- operation. 
Mr,  Attorneif  General. — You  say  you  copied 

into  this  book  the  resolutions,  first  being 

taken  down  upon  loose  paper  ? — Yes. 
The  resolutionai,  when  taken  down  upoQ 

loose  paper,  were  not  always  in  your  own 
hand  writing  ? — Not  always. 

You  can,  perhaps,  inform  me,  then,  whose 
hand*writing  the  part  of  the  resolution,  I  hava 
now  read  to  you,  is ;  and  whether  any,  and 

what  part  of  the  rough  draft  of  Ibis  resolu- 
tion is  the  hand'wriiwij^  of  Mr.  Tooke  ? 

Mr.  Tooke. — A  good  deal  of  it  is,  I  dare  say, 
Mr.  Attorney  Gtnerat.^DQ  you  know 

whose  hand-writing  this  paper  is?  [showing 
it  to  the  witness], — 1  do  not. 

Ttiat  is,  however,  a  roudi  draft  of  a  reso- 
luiion  of  the  Uth  of  April,  1794." — I  bchev« it  to  be  so. 

And  you  believe  the  resolutioQ  in  that  book 
to  have  been  entered  from  Uiat  draft  ? — I believe  ft  was. 

a 
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Mr.  Tooke. — I  do  cot  believe  there  is  a 
letter  of  mine  in  that  paper. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— Yon  have  told  us, 
wkh  respect  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  that  he  had  been 
sent  to  tlie  Scotch  Convention,  at  a  very 
private  meeting  ? — No  ;  I  did  not  mention 
that ;  at  an  extraordinary  general  meeting. 

Look  at  this  letter  [shoM  ing  it  to  the  wit- 
ness], and  tell  me  whctner  it  is  signed  by  any 

person  vi'hose  liand  you  know  f — That  is  signed 
by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^The  whole  is  written  by  me. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^I  beg  to  lay  the 

evidence  before  the  Court  in  my  own  way. 
You  remember  the  meeting,  perhaps,  on  the 
25lh  of  January,  1794  ?— 1  do. 
You  sec  an  entry  there,  "  That  it  be  re- solved that  the  most  excellent  address  of  the 

London  Corresponding  Society,  be  inserted  in 
the  books  of  this  society?" — ^Yes. 

Was  that  copied  into  the  book  from  a  rough 
minute  ? — I  dare  say  it  was. 

Look  at  this  paper  [showing  it  to  the  wit- 
ness], and  tell  me  whose  hand-writing  th^tt  is, 

if  you  know  it  f — It  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 
writing.   . 

You  know  that  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  had  had  a  meeting  about  four  days 
before  that  ? — ^1  do  not  know  it ;  for  I  never 
attended  any  of  their  meetings.  I  dare  say 
they  might  have  had. 

Turn  to  the  17th  of  January,  1794 ;  do  you 
find  in  the  book  an  entry  ♦*  That  law  ceases 
to  be  an  object  of  obedience  whenever  it  be- 

comes an  instrument  of  oppression  ?" — Yes. And  several  other  resolutions  that  have 
been  referred  to  ? — Yes. 

Who  'wppeurs  to  have  been  in  the  chair 
that  night .' — It  appears  that  Mr.  Tooke  was in  tlic  chair. 

Mr.  Toukt. — Do  you  mean  to  say  that  I 
was  ill  the  chair  when  these  resolutions 

passed  .>— No ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Thatis  breaking  in 

upon  my  cxaniinatiou. 
Mr.  Toohc. — It  was  wrong;  I  ought  not  to 

have  done  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Was  Mr.  Bonncy 
present  ? — His  name  is  here. 
Was  Mr.  Martin  present? — Mr.  Mairtin's name  is  here. 

W;is  Mr.  Kydd  present? — Ilisname  is  here. 
Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  whe- 

ther this  is  not  the  rouzh  draft  of  the  minute 
of  thut  resolution,  ancf  whether  the  fact  ap- 

pear upon  it,  that  these  resolutions  were  come 
lo,  and  the  time  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  left  the 
chair,  is  directly  stated ;  and  tell  me  whose 
hand-writinc  that  is? — I  should  suppose, 
most  proliably,  that  I  entered  it  from  this. 

Whose  hand -writing  are  those  minutes? — 
The  greater  part  of  them  is  mine. 

Whose  hand-writing  is  that  in  the  begin- 
ning ?— I  do  not  know. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  vou  cannot  tell 
ne  whose  hand  writing  that  is  ?-— I  do :  some- 
tiiQps  I  mu in  the  room,  and  Bometimei  not; 

I  was  called  out  freauently  by  different  people, 
then  they  laid  hola  of  the  paper,  ana  wrote 
this. 

Then,  upon  your  oath,  you  cannot  speak, 
as  to  your  belief,  who86  hand-writins  that  is ; 
speaking  of  your  belief  as  to  the  hand- writing 
of  a  person  you  have  seen  write? — I  coukl 
not  swear  to  the  hand^writin^. 

Can  you  swear  to  your  belief  of  it,  as  being 
the  hand-writing  of  a  person  whom  you  have 
seen  write,  according  to  your  belief? — I  think 
it  is  possible  I  may  recollect ;  but  I  could  not 
swear  to  it  upon  my  oath ;  I  cannot  swear  to 
the  hand-writing. 

You  cannot  speak  to  it,  to  your  belief? — ^I 
do  not  know  how  far  I  can  speak  to  my  be- 

lief; I  could  not  speak  to  it,  so  as  to  msuce  it 
satisfactory  to  my  own  mind,  as  to  the  hand. 

Whose  do  you  believe  it  to  be  ?— It  may  be 
Mr.  Bonney's. 
Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his? — I  cannot 

swear  I  do ;  because  I  do  not  know  his  hand. 

Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  ? — I  do. 
Have  you  ever  seen  him  write  ? — ^I  have 

seen  his  writing  a  great  many  times,  but  I  do 
not  know  that  I  ever  saw  him  write. 

Look  at  the  entry  of  the  SSrd  of  March, 
1791 ;  you  will  find  there  a  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  his  most  masterly 
book  intituled  the  Rights  of  Man  ?-— Yes. 

Look  forward ;  you  will  find  it  is  resolved 
that  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  all  future 
proceedings  of  this  society,  be  regularly  trans- 

mitted by  the  secretary,  to  all  our  correspond- 
ing constitutional  societies  in  England,  Scot- 

land, and  France  ? — Yes. 
Then— <*  Resolved,  that  the  above  resolu- 

tions be  published  in  the  papers  ?** — "Xqs, Were  these  resolutions  come  to,  as  you 

have  entered  them  ? — ^I'hey  certainly  were. 
Were  they  published  «n  the  papers  ? — I 

suppose  they  were;  if  they  were  not,  it  was 
those  papers  that  did  not  choose  to  insert 
them. 

I  will  ask  you  whether  Mr.  Tooke  appears 
(in  the  manner  that  has  before  been  mei>- 
tioned)  to  he  present  at  that  meeting  on  the 
2;Jd  of  March,  1791  ?— He  appears  in  the 
book. 

Look  forward  to  the  1st  of  April,  1791 ; 
does  Mr.  Tooke  appear  by  the  book  to  have 
been  present  then  ? — He  does. 

Do  ̂ ou  find  a  resolution  there, ''  tha  the resolutions  of  this  society  recommending 
Paine's  book,  *  the  Rights  of  Man,*  and  pub- 

lished in  several  of  the  papers,  be  republished 
in  the  following,  viz.  General  Evemng,  Mor« 
ningPost,  World,  Enjglish  Chronicle,  Sher- 
bourn,  Leeds,  York,  Bristol,  Nottingham,  and 
Birmingham  papers :"  Did  the  society  come 
to  that  resolution  ? — Certainly  they  did ;  I 
suppose  so,  or  I  should  not  have  entered  it 
there. 

Haveyou  any  reason  that  enablesyou  to  slattt 
oneway  or  other,  whether  these  resolutioAi 
^were  actmlly  printed  in  the  several  papera 
irhicb  I  hafaBow  neatioiied  ?— -I  eaiiBottalai 
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woo.  me  to  say  thai  they  were  •  yeiy  ]ike)y 
w/BJ  might ;  the  Loudon  ones — but  I  cimuot 
ftottibly  l&kf  upon  me  to  say. 

Tun*  Ui  the  9th  of  Marcli,  i792,  you  will 
find  a  gcntlcniaii  there  proposed  of  the  name 
^Joel  liarlow  ?— Yes. 

Whoui  WAS  lie  proposed  and  seconded  by, 
£»  appears  by  the  hook  ? — •*  Joel  Barlow,  esq. 
author  of  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders, 
WDfosed  as  an  honorary  memlier  by  IMr 

ToMe^  and  seconded  hy  Mr.  Sharpe/' 
Go  to  the  16lh  of  March,  179'/,  you  will 

IM  this  resolution  :  '*  Ordered,  that  the  sc- 
odafy  return  to  the  chairman  of  the  society 
tl  ilMadiesier,  the  thanks  of  this  society  for 
UsooinmuiucaAioa  ;  at  the  ̂ amc  tinr.c  a^s^ur- 
ing  him  that  tliis  society  does  heartily  concur 

ia  tbe  above  resohitiou,"  which  is  a  resolu- 
Ml  of  tlie  Manchei^ler  Con^tituliunat  Society 

Thomas  W;ilker  and  Samuel  Jackson*; 
among  other  things,  is  this ;  **  That  this 

iKteCy  cofigratulate  their  country  at  large  on 

fkt  influence  which  JMr.  Paine's  puLUcation^ 
l||Kir  to  have  had  in  procuring  the  repeal  of 
flBie  oppressive  taxes  in  the  present  session  of 

aiiltaiiieQL'*     You  tind  that,  do  not  you  ? — 

Tben  you  find  the  order  that  the  secretary 
•hoold  return   tlianks  to  the  cliairniau  F— 

Who<ie  band-writing  is  this  paper  [showing 
it  IQ  the  wilDcss],  and  whether  that  h  the 
roucH  draft  of  the  resolutions  which  you  co- 

Mr,  Tooke. — It  is  my  hand^writing. 
Mr.  Adami. — ^TlVis  is  the  rough  draft, and  it 

if  Mr.  TooWc's  hand-writing. 
\Vtu3  vos  in  the  chair  at  that  meeting  ? — 

Mr.  Toc^kc- 
lx>ok  at  the  meetinz  of  the  35d  of  March, 

lJ?Hf ;  you  observe  there  ihat  the  Slicflield 
ftaoUilion  ii^ entered:  *♦  We  doc! are  that  uc 
Iniie derived  more  true  knowledge  from  the  two 
•ork^  t.lMr  Thomas  Paine,  intituled  Rights 
i  e  6r5t  and  second,  than  koui 

1  >r  on  the  subject.    'Ihcprac- 
'u  «-  -  • .  cii  as  the  principle  of  government,  is 
U  1  1  I.  in  those  works  in  a  manner  so  clear 

r  I  r.  V  rUbly  convincing, that  this soeiely  do 
hr-  %  resolve  to  give  their  tliank*  to  Mr.  j 
}  i  f.L  r  Ills  two  said  publications^  Rights  of 

■'hi  .1  u  l6t  and  2d."  You  observe,  at  the 
*  It'  secretary  returns  the  thanks  of 
1  ,  and  there  is  an  entry  of  a  resolu- 

Ij  11         '•  h'tnd-writingis  that  ? 
Mr.  /V.I  .    -  I'hat  is  my  hand-wriUn;^, 
Mr.  ;\dauii.,-^ix  is  Mr.  Tooke*s  hand- writ- 

lft£. 

Mr.   Ail&rneu  General. — This  is  a  draft  of 
iH  answer  to  the  jihcflield  So- 

i  J  Lheni  they  would  incorporate 
iwi^ve  iiikiociated  rnctubers* 

A*  D.  170K 
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Mr,  Wiiliam  IVocJ/iiil  (called  again). 

Mr.  Aitarucu  G^itera/.— Whose  hand-wri* 

l«l|  do  jou  believe  that  to  be  ?— I  believe  the 
mtm  body  of  it  to  be  Mr.  Tooke  s ;   it  is 

marked,  I  suppose,  to  be  identified— A  draft 
of  a  letter,  which  purports,  upon  the  faceofit^ 
to  be  a  conimnfiirfttion  to  be  made  to  the 
Shefiiekl  Society,  that  associated  with  them 
twelve  of  their  members. 

Mr.  Altorney  Oenfral  ̂ -TiiTn  now,  Mr. 
Adaniii,  to  the  meeting  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1798;  you  find  a  conununication  there  from 
the  Three  Tuns  tavern,  in  Suuthwark  ;' — Ycs ; there  is. 

You  iind  a  resolution  Ihat  the  thanks  of  the 

society  be  given  to  the  .Southwark  Society  for 
the  following  comnmuiration.ajKl  a  resolution 
that  it  should  be  pidvlished  In  the  papers  f — 
Yes. 

Does  your  recollection  serve  you  whether 
it  was  published  in  the  papers  ? — It  does  not; 
but  probably  it  was. 

Go  to  the  27th  of  Aprd*  1792;  does  Mr, 
Tooke  appear,  by  the  book,  to  have  been  pre- 

sent that  day  ? — Yes. 
Do  you  find  a  letter,  addressed  to  the 

Friends  of  the  People,  entered  ?-^Yes. 
Who  was  in  the  chair  that  day  ?~It  ap^ 

|i>ears  thnt  major  Ca^twright  was. 
Was  that  letter  sent? — Yes  ;  it  was. 

Look  at  the  4lh  of  May,   170'J;  does  Mr. 
To«jke  appear  to  have  beeo  present  then  ? — lie  was. 

Have  you  an  cnlry  of  reading  a  letter  from 
the  Revolution  Society  at  Norwich? — Yes. 

Is  the  letter  entered  in  the  book? — Yes. 

Do  you  find  this  p assiige  entered :  "  The 
Righu  of  Man  hyThomas  Paine,  an<l  ihc  Ad- 

vice to  the  Privileged  Orders,  by  Joel  Hufltiw, 
have  aUo  been  read  with  atlt'iiiior),and  circu- 

lated with  avidity;  they  point  u»r,  with  clear- 
ness^ must  of  the  abuses  whith  have  accumu- 

lated under  the  Brilish  govcniint-nl;  ihey  at- 
tack with  energy  nio*t  of  the  prejudices  which 

have  tended  to  pcrpetoale  them"? — Yes. VVas  Mr  Thonuis  Pame  one  of  the  members 

of  your  Con!»titutional  Society  ? — He  ̂ as,  I 
believe,  an  honorary  mcmhcr. 

Did  he  attend  pretty  frccmenlly,  while  in 
England  f — The  books  will  belter  tell  you 
than  I  can— I  rather  think  he  did  attend,  lait 
not  very  often,  I  believe  ;  but  tlie  books  will 
better  ascertain  tliut. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  upon  that  4th  of 

May,  t79i,  to  tbiseffett ;— '*  This  society  rc- ceivtss  ihc  above  communications  with  the 
most  heart- felt  satisfaction,  and  desire  earn- 

estly to  concur  and  to  cooperate  with  those 

societies,"  that  is,  the  Norwich  Societies,  •*  in 
tlieir  laudable  object,  and  that  the  secretary 
inform  them  of  the  same,  and  of  the  unani- 

mous election  of  their  twcive  membera**?  — 
Yes,  nearly  to  those  words. 

Look  thoroughly  at  this,  and  inform  me, 
whether  it  is  the  original  IcIIlt  which  was 

read  in  the  society,  upon  that  ni^ht  i'— it  has 
every  appearanccof  it— 1  cannot  say  that  that 
is  abnolutely  the  letter. 

Look  at  the  twelve  name.-iatthe  bottom, 
and  see  if  there  is  any  hand>writing  tliere  ttiat 

you  happen  to  know .' — Not  oive. 
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You  do  not  know  any  of  the  hand- writing 
that  is  there  ? 

Mr.  roo&c— That  is  my  hand-writing. 
Mr.  Attorney  General.-^lcok  at  the  same 

4th  of  May,  l?9'2,  and  tell  me,  if  Mr.  Martin 
was  proposeid  to  be  an  honorary  member  by 
any  nody,  and  by  whom  ? — It  appears  here 
that  Mr.  Martin  was  proposed  an  honorary 
member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Frost. 
Do  you  remember^ any  letter  of  thanks 

coming  from  Mr.  Martin  to  the  society  f  — I 
rather  think  I  do. 

Look  at  tliat  paper,  and  tell  me,  if  you  know 

any  body's  hand- writing  that  is  in  it  ? — ^There 
is  some  writing  different  from  the  rest,  but  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  whose  it  is. 

Mr.  Tooke.-^Theie  is  an  interlineation,  and 
that  is  mine. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.-— You  will  be  so  good 
as  look  at  the  meeting  the  tlth  of  May,  1792. 
Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  at  that  meeting,  as 
appears  by  the  book  ? — Yes. 

You  there  have  an  entry,  that  there  should 
be  a  communication  from  this  society  with 
the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Paris, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Jacobins  ? — Yes. 

And  an  address  from  the  society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Constitution,  at  Pans,  called 
the  Jacobins  ?-.-Ye8. 

Do  you  remember  the  resolution  passing, 
that  you  see  in  that  book, "  that  the  above 
address  be  signed  by  the  chairman ;  and,  that 
Mr.  John  Hume  Tooke  be  requested  to  trans- 

mit it,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  Mr. 
Watt,  at  Pjiris''  ? — There  is  such  a  resolution. 

You  would  not  have  entered  it,  unless  that 
had  been  resolved  upon ;  should  you  ?— No. 

Do  you  find  another  resolution,  that  the 
address  be  read  a  second  time,  at  the  next 
meeting  ;  for  publication  ? — Yes. 

jLook  at  the  meeting  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1792.  Is  there  any  meeting  mentioned  in 
that  book,  in  which  you  have  mserted  a  letter 
from  lord  John  Russell?* — I  do  not  remember 
that  there  is  any  such  letter  ;  can  you  refer 
to  the  date  ? 

The  12th  of  May,  1792  ?— I  do  not  remem- 
ber ever  hearing  of  it. 

Go  to  the  iOth  of  May,  1792.  Was  Mr. 
Tooke  then  present,  as  far  as  appears  by  the 
book  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  find  the  address  to  the  Jacobins 
ordered  to  be  published  P — It  does  not  appe&r 
bere ;  It  may  have  been  in  the  rough  minutes, 
and  forgot  to  be  entered ;  I  do  upt  see  it  at 
least  at  present. 

If  you  look  on,  you  will  find  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Paine,  stating,  that  he  is  about  to 
publish  a  cheap  edition  of  his  two  parts  of  the 
lUghts  of  Man ;  and  then,  that  the  society 
take  into  consideration  the  contents  of  that 
letter — Resolved  to  give  him  thanks,  and  to 

•  Afterwards  sixth  duke  of  Bedford  ;  in 
1S06  he  was  appointed  liord  Lieutenant  of 
X^daod. 

support  him.    Do  you  recollect,  whether  that 
resolution  passed  or  not  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  observe  a  resolution,  "  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ru- 

mour of  >this  prosecution  of  Paine,  and  to  re-, 

port  to  the  society  at  the  next  meeting''  ?— Yes. 

Are  the  committee  named  P — ^Yes. 
What  are  their  names? — l^lr.  Sharpe,  Mr. 

Tuffin,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Frost,  Lord  Daer,  Mr. 
Hull,  and  Mr.  Fits^erald. 

Do  you  see  a  resolution  tliere,  that  a  copy 

of  Paine's  letter,  together  with  these  resolu- 
tions, should  be  transmitted  to  all  the  asso- 
ciated societies  in  Town  and  Country  P — Yes. 

And  that  3,000  copies  of  the  above  letter 
and  resolutions  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  society  ? — Yes. 

Were  they  printed  ? — I  cannot  take  upon 
roe  to  say,  whether  they  were  or  not;  the  ac« 
count-book  will  tell,  I  dare  say. 

If  you  look  at  that  paper,  you  will  be  able 
to  tell  us,  from  your  book,  whether  they  were 
printed  or  not ;  and  the  address  to  the  Jaco- 
Dins  to  be  paid  for  by  the  society  ? — ^This  ap- 

pears to  be  published  in  the  papers,  but  not 
otlierwise. 
Goon  to  the  25th  of  May,  1792.  Do  you 

find  there  a  resolution,  that  6,000  more  copies 
of  the  bills,  directed  at  the  lastineeting,should 
be  printed  ;  that  a  hundred  he  sent  to  each  of 
the  twelve  associated  members  of  the  Sheffield 
Constitutional  Societies,  a  hundred  to  each  of 
the  twelve  associated  members  of  the  Nor- 

wich Constitutional  Society,  two  hundred  to 
each  of  the  other  Constitutional  Societies,  two 
hundred  .to  Derby,  and  two  hundred  to  the 
Society  at  Belpar  ? — It  is  here. 

Did  that  resolution  pass? — Yes. 
Was  Mr.  Tooke  present,  as  far  as  appears 

by  the  book,  at  the  time  that  passed  ? — He 
appears  to  be  present,  as  far  as  the  book 
shows;  his  name  is  in  the  book. 

See  whether  there  is  an  entry  of  a  letter  on 
the  same  evening,  dated  the  24lh  of  May, 
1792,  signed  Ihomas  Hardy?— Here  it  is  in 
the  book,  the  first  of  Jime. 

Did  you  ever  see  this  paper  before  ?  —  I 
dare  say  I  have  seen  it. 

Whose  hand-writing  do  you  believe  it  to 
be? — I  do  not  know,  up(*n  my  oath. 
Whose  hand-writing  do  you  believe  it  to 

be? — I  have  not  the  smallest  idea. 
Not  even  to  your  belief  ?— No,  not  even  to 

my  belief. At  the  meeting  on  the  first  of  June,  179S, 
does  Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  be  present  ? — Yes. 

You  find  an  entry  there,  **  that  the  secre» 
tary  re|>orted,  that  he  had  sent  twelve  hun- 

i  drcd  of  the  printed  hills  ordered  at  the  last 
'  meeting,  to  the  Shefiicld  Constitutional  So- 

ciety; twelve  hundred  to  the  Norwich  Con-, 
stitutional  Society ;  to  the  Southwark  Consti- 

tutional Society  two  hundred ;  to  the  London 
Corresponding  Socie^  two  hundred;  to  a 
person  to  be  forwarded  to  Derby  two  huib-' 
o^ed;  to  the  CoasUtutiooal  Whigs  two  huiu 



reason, 

'  '^-viely  ftt  Bel  par  two  hundred/'  ] 
rm' — I  have  no  duubi  of  il, 

atfio  a  resolution — "  to  send  to 
!d  he  rorw-irdt'd  to  Birnnngh:int, 

Society  ut  Ald;»ale  two 
f  *tcr    l\vt:lvc    Imudied  ; 

to  CaJTibndi»c  five 
il  to  be  dislriljiited 

ilic  locitlnLH  ifi  Uic  neitjhljourhood  of 

w.*"     Do  voM    mn<T«tbcr  that  ref^olii- 
to,  to  tliMfibute  tbese  copies 

iinu  ot"  the  Iligtits  oi  Ma.ri  ? — but  it  Wits. 

tier  of  ihc  I^inlon  Coires- 

j  ,   of  the  same  dale,  signed 
ii^y  ̂ — Ve». 

«ii  Order  tiicre,  in  these  word"*'. 
*  said  letter  be  pubUHhed  in  sucli 
r.  '  .IS  will  receive  the  advcrlisementi 

«i  isim»  society'  ? — Ye*. 
Co  lo  ib«  meeting  of  the  15th  of  June; 

«bo  WAi  in  the  chair  f— 'Mr.  Tooke  wa»in 
iht  chair. 

Sec  whether  there  i?  a  tnliinte,  that  there 
^Fts  read  m  letter  from  the  J^>ndon  Corre*- 

fomkoa  Society,  staling,  tiiat  tiiey  had 
tmmta  M.  ̂ nbscnption  for  the  defence  of 
fyne,  mnd  Chat  they  wished  that  vix  of  tlieir 
menlien  mighl  be  )i&!»ocJated  with  tlus  so- 
Litis  ? — Y*^»i, 

be  able  to  tell  mc,  perhaps,  whe- 

-howing  It  to  the  witness]  is  not 
I  hat  came,  and  vvhether  lhi*i  is  th« 
f  Thomas  Hardy,  or  of  any  body 

hon*  r*  and  look  at  the  body  of 
lud  tcH  me,  if  yow  know  the  hand- 
nd  whether  the  body  of  the  letter 
I  from  the  other  parts  of  it?— I 

'  !v  write  in  my  hfe,  as  I  rncol- different  from  what  1  have 

1  uj  lue  as  his  hand -writing  in  gc- 

1=  ii"  not  knoMT,  either  wluose  hand- 
of  it  is,  or  whose  band-writ- 

dlion  is? 

Jwkt.  —  The    interlineation    of  the 

«POr<b  ••  and  thai  know  led  ii:c,**  is  rnine. 
Mr.  Attorttrtf  G cnn  at, ̂ .\oti  find  un  order, 

**  lh»t  llie  M?cretar_v   wa-j    to  inform 
^letiry  ot   tile  I»ndon  Corresponding 

thai   the  %octetj'  receive<l  their  pro- 
iirc,  and  were  willing  to  admit 

loch  ir  members  whom  they  shall 
QUcmtiui%  to   be  u^wcialcd  members  of  this* 

Do  you  recolletl  th4t  passage  ?— focMijr. 

•Bo  you  ncollef t  the  letter  of  the  London 
li.lin  .  Society,  and  the  two  last  reso- 

rdered  to  be  published  in  the 
f  i*k  mentioned  here. 
1^  2.  re^lulion  there,  "That 

I  eopies  of  Mr.  Paine's  letter, 
June,  irf)?,  to  Mr.  Secretary 

Nitcd  by  ihe  society,  for  the 
tr.msmitted  to  our  r.orrcs- 

.   .  ut  Great  Britaiu.  and  that 

a  committee  be  appointed  to  direct  tho' aamc"  IT — ^I'tierc  is  micIi  a  letter* 

Does  it  appear  who  arc  the  committee  ?- 
Yes;  Mr.Tooke,  Mr  Slurch,  Mr.  ChalfieU 

rev,  Mr*  Joyce,  Mr.  .Symouds,  and  Mr.  Frost? 
Infyrm  uio,  if  you  know  whose  hjiiul- writ- 

ing that  miimtc  iss  il'^t  ordered  the  twelve 
thousand  copies  to  be  pnblisbed  ? 

Mr.  TiHtke.^Vii^i  h  uune, 

Mr*  Adafni, — It  isMr.  Tooke's  hand -writ* 
ing. 

Go  to  the  2'3d  of  June,   i70«;   was  Mr^ 
Tocjke  present  ihen^  a»  far  a&  appears  by  it 
liook? — He  was. 
Who  was  ht  the  chair  that  dav?^ — Mr* 

Fro*!t. 

Have  you  an  entry.  "  A  member  reported, 
that  an  inrormalion  was  filed  agaiitst  Mr. 
Paino,  for  his  publication  of  the  Rights  of 
Man"?— Yes  there  is. 
And  that  a  subscription  entered  into  for 

him,  be  entered  into  a  separate  part  of  th© 
book^  and  that  subscriptions  should  be 

ceived  by  Mr.  Bonncy,  his  solicitor  ?— It  rui 

thus—"  Ordered  that  the  subscription  entered^' into  f'jr  the  benefit  of  Mr.  1  honiits  Paine,  be 
entered  in  a  separate  part  of  the  book,  and 

kept  open  for  the  members  of  this  society.'* 
Look  to  the  '29^1  of  June,  17^.2;  you  find 

there,  that  the  committee  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed, reported  a  plan  of  distribution  of 

twelve  thousand  copies  of  Mr.  Painc's  letter 
to  Mr,  Dundas,  which  was  adopted.  Were 
those  twelve  thousand  copies  distributed  ac- 

cording to  that  plan  .^--1  do  not  know.  I 
had  not  the  di-^lributing  of  them  I  believe. 

Vuu  paid  for  priDling  the  letter,  and  for  tl 
address  to  the  Jacobins  I  beUeve?— Yes, 

appears  to  here. Turn  to  the  meeting  of  the  13th  of  Julfi 

n02,  you  iioil  il  is  stalcil  *'  that  six  geotl* 
men,  recommended  by  the  I>3ndon  Oorrei 

ponding  Society,  were  elected."  Were  th« 
elected  upon  that  d.iy  accortling  to  your  re*" coMctlion? — VeSj  I  believe  they  were. 

Look  to  tlie  mcctuif^of  the  5th  of  Oclobet^ 

179*2  :  was  Mr.  Tooke  present  upon  that  dayJ 
accoVdin^:  to  the  best  of  your  recollection?- 
Un  mime  is  here. 

Do  yoti  find  an  entry — •*  Read  a  letter 
from  the  Cotis^tilutional  Whiles  Independent, 
and  Friends  of  the  People,  accompanied  with 
fillly  copies  of  a  letter  trcinsmitted  to  them 

from  the  fnendis  ol  Freedom  at  Cherbourg"? 

—Yes. 

Do  you  rcmembef  thai  letter  being  read  ; 
it  must,  I  suppose,  have  been  read,  as  il  is 
entered  f — If  it  i»  entered,  it  must  Iiave  been read. 

.  Go  to  the  1 2th  of  October,  1T^2  :  do  you 
find  there—"  licad  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  to  the 
NatijOnal  Convention  of  France"? — Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  at  this  meeting?  — 
His  name  is  here. 

Was  Mr.  Martin  present,  as  far  a?  appear*^ 

by  the  book  ? — Yes, 
Mr.  Richler?— Y«&» 
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Mr.  Joyce  ?— Yes. 
Do  you  remember  receiving  a  letter  from 

Mr.  Barlow  with  that  book,  called  his  letter 
to  the  National  CoDventlon  of  France? — I 
dare  say  so,  because  the  letter  is  entered. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  there—"  that  Mr. 
Sturch  be  requested  to  draw  up  an  answer  to 
the  letter   oTMr.    Barlow,  expressing  how 

.  much  pride  this  society  feel  at  having  elected 
him  an  honorary  member"  ? — Yes. 

Did  that  resolution  pass? — ^Yes. 
Do  you  remember  receiving  an  address 

from  the  National  Convention  to  your  so- 
ciety ? — ^Yes. 

was  it  read  and  entered  ? — Yes. 
Look  to  the  meeting  of  the  19th  of  Octo- 

ber, 1793,  and  inform  me  who  was  in  the 
chair  ?— Mr.  Tooke. 

Does  it  appear  at  that  meeting  that  an  an* 
swer  to  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  was  produced  and 
approved,  and  ordered  to  be  published  with 
this  letter  ? — ^Yes,  it  appears  so. 

Does  it  appear  from  your  book,  and  is  it 
fact,  that  a  committee  was  appointed  that 
night  to  confer  with  the  delegates  of  the 
Corresponding  Society  upon  the  address  to  the 
National  Convention  of  France  ? — Yes. 
Who  formed  that  committee;  was  Mr. 

Tooke  one  of  them  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  I'ooke. — Do  "you  speak  from  your  own knowledge,  or  from  your  book  ? 
Mr.  Adamt. — ^The  book  I  always  speak 

from. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — Look  to  the  meet- 

ing of  the  S6th  of  October,  1792  ;  you  find 
that  you  read  a  report  of  the  committee  ap- 

pointed at  the  last  meetine;  it  is  entered  by 
the  book  that  vou  did  so.--Ycs. 

Is  the  fact  that  you  did  so  ? — No  doubt. 
Do  you  find  a  resolution—"  That  it  is  the 

opinion  of  that  committee,  that  the  purpose 
of  the  address  drawn  up  by  the  London  Cor- 
respondnig  Society  would  be  better  answered 
by  separate  addresses  than  by  one  joint  ad- 

dress ;"  look  at  the  second  of  November,  see 
if  it  is  there  ? — I  do  not  sec  it. 
D^s  Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have  been  pre- 

sent upon  the  26th  of  October  ?— Yes. 
Go  to  the  9th  of  November,  1792;  does 

Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  have  been  present  tlicn  ? —Yes. 
There  is  entered  then  an  address  from  the 

jSociety  for  Constitutional  Information  to  the 
National  Convention  in  France  ?— There  is. 
Was  that  address  read  and  approved  of  at 

that  meeting,  according  to  your  recuilection  f 
—I  believe  it  was. 

Do  you  find  a  resolution  there — "That 
Barlow  and  Frost  be  deputed  by  the  society 
to  present  the  address  of  the  society  at  the 
bar  of  the  National  Convention  in  France?— 
Yes. 

Did  that  resolution  pass  ?— Yes. 
Do  you  find  that  Uarlow  and  Frost  having 

accepted  the  above  deputation,  the  society 
thank  them  for  it?— Yes;  nearly  in  those 
molds, 

Xtid  that  j)fti8?— Yes. 
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Do  you  find  an  entiy  there — **  That  a  sub- 
scription be  opened  for  assisting  the  efforts  of 

France  in  the  cause  of  "  freedom".?- --Yes. 
Was  such  a  subscription  opened  in  the  so- 

ciety ? — There  never  was  but  one  that  I  re- 
collect, and  that  was  afterwards. 

Go  to  the  meeting  of  the  14th  of  Decest- 
ber,  1792 ;  does  Mr.  Tooke  appear  to  hate 
been  present  at  that  meeting? — Yes. 

Mr.  Bonney? — Yes. 
Mr.  Martin?— Yes. 

Mr.Kydd?— Yes. Mr.  Uichtcr? — I  do  not  see  his  name. 
Mr.  Holcroft?— Yes. 
Mr.  Joyce  ? — Mr.  Joyce's  name^  1  believe^ does  not  appear. 

You  will  find  there  :  "  Read  a  printed  ad- 
dress from  Manchester.*'— Yes. 

Do  you  find  on  the  same  day :  "  Resolved  * that  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the  same 
be  printed  by  this  society,  ana  distributed  to 
their  correspondents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
laud?"— Yes. 
Was  that  resolution  come  to  i* — It  waa 

passed. Can  ̂ ou  tell  me  ih  whose  hand-writing  tbe 
resolution  is,  if  I  show  it  you? — I  do  not 
know,  sir,  till  I  see  it. 

If  you  look  forward,  you  will  see :  "  Read 
a  letter  from  the  society  of  Friends  of  lir 
berty  and  Equality,  sitting  at  Laon,  capital 
of  the  department  I)e  TAisne,  to  the  pa- 

triotic society  of  London,  named  the  So* 

ciety  for  Constitutional  Information." — Yes, Was  that  letter  read  ?— I  do  not  think  it 
was  read,  it  was  in  French ;  if  I  recollect 
some  gentleman  read  part  of  it,  aiul  it  was 

put  aside. How  came  that  entry  to  be  made  ? — I  do 
not  know  why  it  was  made ;  it  was  mere  mat* 
ter  of  course;  I  believe  it  was  begun  to  be 
read,  but  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
go  through  it,  I  believe,  as  far  as  I  recollect 

Go  on,  you  will  find  a  letter  from  the  so- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality 

at  Macon,  that  was  ordered  to  be  entered  on 
the  minutes  of  the  society?— Yes;  but  that 
was  never  read. 

There  is  a  blank  lefi  in  the  book  for  it  ? — 
Yes. 

On  the  next  meeting,  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, you  will  find  a  resoliitiun  that  some  gen- 

tlemen should  be  a  committee  lor  foreign 

correspondence,  Mr.  Tooke  and  others? — 
Yes. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  wiien  that  resolu- 
tion was  come  to  on  the  21st  of  December, 

1792  ?— Yes,  as  far  as  appears  by  the  book; 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  he  was. 
Who  arc  the  persons  that  were  named  to 

be  the  conmiittec  of  foreign  correspondcn-ie? 
—Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Watt,  Mr.  Ger- 
raW,  Mr.  Kydd.  Mr.  Reader,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  Tuffin,  and  lord  Sempill. 

Look  back  to  the  entry  of  the  4lh  of  May, 
1792,  and  tell  mc  whom  Mr.  Gerrald  was  pro- 

posed and  seconded  by  as  a  member  of  this 



C<i  r 

1      . 

/yr  Hfgh  Treason. 
»-.e'ti  by  Ulr.  Tookc,  and  sc* roSl. 

iti'  tif  the  18th  of  .laiinary, 
<•  ajtLHMr  l»  have  been 
He  aoes  on  Ihe  bi»ok. 

r  e:K>]utio»  there  about  citizen 

-  i  !<i      .:r  s.  I  I,  ty  to  havc  bcco  held 
k?  — ltw;is. 

I  r/I'ookf  j^ resent  on  Uie  a5t!i 
1  as  appears  upon  llic  books? 

in  there  that  day  ? — Yes, 
Me  there  that  day? — Yes. 

^*. ..  .,^.-...  — Y08. 

Mf^BoniJey?— Yes, 
]>»  you  find  tuo  resohtlions  there  about 
etiim  I izen  Roland?— Yes. 
Vf«r^  i;tons   come  to   at  that 

Qita  the  first  of  February,  1793 ;  was  Mr. 
T«dk»  pf  eseol  at  that  meeting,  as  fnr  as  ap> 
fan  Hy  th#  book  ? — Yes. 

'  ̂   I  1  lion   thereabout  read- 
k  jm  the  Sheffield  Society 

1  liiionniition  ?— YC9. ^Yes. 

MJ  of  FebniifTj',  1703,— was 
\]  lit  that  day  T— By  the  books 

I  - iihcr  the  rfsohilion  about  the 
^  ivdfc  a»id  Harrt're? — Yes. 
l;  on  llie  15lh,  there  was  a 

^or/iely  fi)r  L'onslilutionjil  In- 
AWmaAivikM  liirmingham  reud^  in  which  they 
mn,  **  CMT  *t'cif»lv  request  tlje  favour  of  vour 
aimki  Nmiug  twelve  persons  who^e 

:  read  f — N  o  doubt  i  I  was,  by 
t  !. 

1  ow  the  haiid*writing  of  the 
or ^.  !iui.  ujdeed. 

Iap«.^  ̂ .  .....  ..ieclm^  iu>  the  15th  of  March, 
tV9S;  wd  wa^  Mr.  louke  present  thenf — 

find   a  resolution  iu  the   book : 
thttiik*  of  the  society  should  be 

jt  el   Biiriow,  and   John   I'robl,  for 
ii  ■  t  TTi  the  pre6.(.-nlation  ol  Ihe  Ad- 
litH*-  -ty  to  the  National  Conveii- 
IIMI  <•  «nd  thiil  Mr.  Frost  be  its- 

Wmti  thui  i  '  fur  him  is  not  lessened, 
In  awnem*^'  pro^eutions  and  pcrse- 
cii^  luUirul,  and  due  discharge 
I.'  >u  may  bring  upon  hia\?"— 

Ttion  pass  ? — Yes. 
.,,—  ....  -  ..■-avenl  just  look  bttCk  to  the 

Silli  of  May,  179^  aiid  tell  nie  if  you  find 
Wt.  f^!i  itI'-v  sIiilI  lir  elected  a  member  of  the 
V  ^sed  and  secouded  him  ? 

by  ftlr.  Tooke,  and  sc- r.JSl 

N<--  rilhof  Aprili  ITM,  youwiU 
iod  uk  tjjij^   ihcre»  '*  Read  an  answer  di- 
fedtd  (B  l»e  ̂ rtparcU  to  the  ktlex  received 

1794. 
from    the  Pohtical   Societies    in  Norwich.'* 
And  a  resolution  that  llie  an:*wcr  be  seul  by.j 
the  secretary  to  the  secretaries  of  the  saia 
societies.     Was  that  answer  sent?  waj>  that 
letter  read  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  send  the  answer  a^ed  to  be  sent 
on  that  day  ?— Most  likely  I  did. 

Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  tticn ? — ^He  appears 

upon  the  book. 
Was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  \'aughgB 

pre^icQt  thai  day?— It  appears  here  ihal  h(  ' was  ;  but  why  he  is  put  down  I  do  not  knowj 
for  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  society. 

Go  on  to  the  'i8th  of  June,  17  DJ ;  was  Mr, 
Bonney  present  that  day  ?— It  appears  so. 

Mr.  Martin  ?— Yes. 
Mr.  .loyce  ?— Yea. 
Was  Mr.  Yorkc  present? — Yes. 
Look  back  to  the  Slsl  of  June,  and  tell  me 

if  Mr.  Tooke,  and  Mr.  Yorke,  were  both  pre- 
sent then,  as  far  as  appears  by  the  book.^ — 

Yes  ;  as  fitr  as  appejirs  by  the  book. 
Should  you  have  put  them  down  if  they 

had  not  been  present  i-onie  part  of  the  timc^ 
— No;  if  they  had  not  been  present  some, 

part. 

Look  to  the  25lh  of  October,  t793 ;  doe«1 
Mr.   lookc  appear  to  have  been  present oi 
Ihiit  diiy  ?— Ves. 

Do  you  observe  an  entry,  *'  Mr.  Sinclair 
read  a  letter,  with  an  address  from  Mr.  Skicw 

Mug^  secretary  to  the  Convention  of  the] 
Fneiids  of  the  People  in  Scotland,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding  So- 

ciety" ?— Yes. 
Was  that  letter  read? — ^Yes;  I  suppose  s<l< 

by  the  entry. 
You  find  a  resolution  about  an  extraordinsr 

generiil  meeting,  did  that  also  pass,  ace ordinj^* 
to  your  pcnenirbclicf  ? — Yes. 

Proceed  to  the  6th  of  December,  1793 ;  wa» 
Mr.  Tooke  present  upon  that  day,  as  far  as 

appears  upon  the  book  ? — Yes. 
Is  there  a  resolution  on  that  day:  "Thai 

a  General  Meeting  of  the  society  be  callcdl 
for  ihe  second  Friday  in  .Tanuary  next,  for  iliitj 
purpose  of  considering  the  important  letters! 

received  from  the  delegate,  Mr.  Sinclair"  .^—- Yes. 

Is  there  a  resolution :  "  That  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  correspond  with  ihciti 

delegate,  Mr.  Sinclair*'? — Yes. Were  those  resolutions  come  to  ? — Yes. 

You  were  present  upon  the  28th  of  March, ̂  
nati'— Yes. 
Was  Mr.  Tooke  present,  «s  far  aa  appears, 

on  that  day? — Yes. 
Mr.  Bunney?— Yes, 
Mr.  Jovce?— Yes. 

Mr,  Kydd?— Yes. 
Do  you  remember  the  resolution  to  enter  a 

letter  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  upon  the  bookal 

of  the  society,  beginning  "  Citizen"  ? — Yesj 
it  appears  here- in it  entered  ?— Yes. 

Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  of  ibc  4tli 

ofApril,  1791?— Yes. 
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Was  Mr.  Tooke  present  then?-^If«  appears 
in  the  book. 

Mr.  Bonncy? — Ves. 
Mr.  .Joyce  r — Yes. 
Mr.  Hardy?- Yes. 
Mr.  Kydd.>— Yes. 
Mr.Richter?— Yes. 
Did  the  resoludons  V^ss  that  are  entered 

upon  the  hook,  as  u^on  that  day  ? — I  should 
have  no  doubt  of  it,  sir,  as  far  as  I  know  from 
th«  book  ;  I  do  not  recollect 

The  9th  of  May,  1794 ;  was  Mr.  Tooke 
present  then  ? — It  appears  so 

You  have  been  asked,  whether  Mr.  Vaughkn 
was  present  at  a  certain  raeetiner  o^he  so- 

ciety, you  said  he  was  not  a  member ;  but  it 
was  said  he  was  a  visitor;  did  the  society  ad« 
mit  of  visitors  ?-^No. 

lie  often  dined,  1  suppose,  at  the  dinner 
club,  as  many  other  gentlemen  dki  ? — Yes  ;> he  did. 

You  were  just  now  asked,  77hether  I  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  present,  on  the  36th 
of  October,  1793,  when  a  resolution  was  pas- 

sed relative  to  the  delceates-^you  answered, 
j  that  it  appeared  by  the  books  I  was — but  yoii 

Do  you  see  an  entry-^'^  Read  a  pamphlet  |  forgot,  you  before  declared,  that  though  I  ap- 
''  '  '  *  peared  by  the  books  to  be  present,  you  knew 

I  was  not  present,  at  that  time  ? — You  cer- 
tainly were  not  present. 

You  saiil  circumstances  led  you  to  know 
that  I  was  not  present,  at  that  time  ? — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General—Do  you  mean  to 
say  Mr.  Tooke  was  not  present  at  any  part  of^ 
that  evening? — No ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that. 

I^rd  Chief  Justice  £^rc.— Gentlemen,  it 
seems  the  purpose  of  this  long  examination- 
has  been  only  to  show,  that  those  articles 
which  are  entered  in  this  book,  were  rcal» 
transactions  of  those  people  who  called  them-' 
selves  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion, consisting  sometimes  of  one  set  of  people 
and  sometimes  of  aiMther :  they  have  not 
read  them  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  your 
marking  the  contents  of  them  as  yet;  but  in 
order  to  entitle  them  to  read  them,  it  was  ne- 

cessary to  go  into  this  examination. 

containing  certain  proceedings  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  Society. 
Kesolved,  that  two  thousand  of  the  same  be 

printed  by  this  Socrety"  ? — Yes. 
Did  that  pass  ? — Yes  ;  I  suppose  so. 

Mr.  Daniel  Adarm  again  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Toohe. 

I  have  but  one  or  two  questions  to  ijsk  you. 
On  the  2-1  th  of  January,  1794  there  is  an  or- 

der *»  That  the  address  of  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society  should  be  entered  in  the 

Dooks  of  the  society."  Was  the  xiddress  ever 
entered? — Not  the  address  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society ;  I  do  not  know  that 
it  was  ever  ordered — A  motion  was  made, 
that  it  be  resolved,  that  the  most  excellent 
address  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
be  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  society. 

It  it  inserted  any  where  ? — It  certainly 
was  not. 

resolution  ;    to  which  you  answer,  as  appears 

V      I        u  1    1    ̂ u  *u  -   -  *.u   c-  4 1     n^ie  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
You  have  been  asked,  whether  on  the  first  ̂ ^J^^f  the  ConstituUonal  Society  ] of  April,  1791,  the  society  did  come  to  that  "^  -• 

came  to  that  resolution? — had  you  any  deter- 
minate notion  of  the  persons  meant  by  the 

word  Socirti/  f  when  the  attorney- general 
asked  you,  whether  the  society  did  a  particu- 

lar thing,  and  you  have  answered,  yes,  be- 
cause you  find  it  in  the  books  ;  could  you,  if 

asked,'explain  who  were  the  individuals  meant by  the  word  Sixiety  f — I  could  not. 
Then  at  all  times  when  you  answered,  that 

the  society  did  such  a  thing,  all  that  you 
mean  to  say  was,  that  some  persons,  but  you 
do  not  know  who,  did  so  ? — Yes ;  certainly. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  intelligence  gained 
by  this. — ^Then  you  have  been  asked  many 
questions  about  the  names  of  those  who 
proposed  certain  members  in  the  society — 
did  you,  or  did  you  not  know,  that  in  the  year 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Societv  for  Constitu-* 
by  the  books,  yes. — What  did  you  understand    tional   Information,  held  at  the  Secretary**- 
when  you  were  asked,  whether  the  society    house,  Tooke's-court,  Chancery-lane,  Friday^ 23d  ot  March,  1791, •*  Present, 

"  Dr.  Edwards  in  the  chair. 

"  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  .Cooper 
(Manchester)  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  B.  Uollis,- 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  Tuffin,  Mr. 
Frost, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 
be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  •  for  his  most 

•  "  Tills  once  celebrated  writer,  was  for  some 
time  a  frequent  guest  at  Wimbleton ;  but 
never  a  favourite  there.  Mr.  Tooke  was  ac- 

customed to  sneer  both  at  his  poetrv  and 
Once,  in  mv  company,  the  philolo- prose  ,  .     .,,  .   

1790, 1  was  a  candidate  to  represent  thc'city  i  gist  repeated  a  disticli,  replete  with  the  batkot. of  Westminster  in  parliament*  ?— Yes 
Do  you  not  suppose,  that  in  consequence  of 

tliat,  many  persons  might  apply  to  me  to  be 
proposed  as  members  of  that  society  ? — Very 
likely,  but  I  do  not  know. 

*  As  to  this  occurrence,  see  Memoirs  of 
the  life  of  John  Home  Tooke,  by  Alexander 
StepheiUyesq,  Vol  9,  p.  83. 

which  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  have  forgot- 
ten, as  it  had  been  recited  to  him  by  the  au- 
thor, who  deemed  it  his  masterpiece, 

"  His  principles  never  accorded  with  those 
of  Mr.  Tooke  ;  for  the  latter  possessed  high 
notions  of  the  aristocracy  oi  learning,  and> 
conceived  but  a  low  opinion  of  those  whom 
he  was  accustomed  to  denominate  ignorant 
men;  &r  belter  calculated  to  pull  dowB tfaaa 



im 
far  High  Tnaion, 

A,  D.  not. 

ill 

masferlv  book.Inlilulcd '  llie  Rights  of  Man,' 
.ot  only  thp  malevolent  5o|tl)islne5 

1  rribMcr*?  -.irc  ilttt'cled  and  r^xposcd 
'Ml  inany  tiCtlie  most  im- 

|ioliticAJ  tmlhsare  suie^ 
i  5CJ  niL.^i^iilily   convinciiii;,  as  tu 
acccJenihun  i(  tlial  not  very  dis- 

ny;  boroiidi- sellers, 
•  CIS,  shall    be  Ue- 

>  »   n.-i  jvleiitlv  dare  to  call 
iftc  choice  of  ihe  rcprcscnla- 

i;il  Society  cannot  help 
r  lulinn  that  6.0  vuluabb 
a  Ml  lia&  ijrpceedcd  from  a  inciiiber  Dl 
t  ;    nnt!  they  f^incerely    hope  that 

1  wtH  uivc  llul  alien lloD 

>cd  in  M  r.  Paine*s  Irca- 
tiK,  wlii^h  ihcir  manitieat  iinport^ncc  ̂ o  jusUy 

'  "       '      '    ̂ ''    '   '     '"  rr^oiii£»  resohittons, 3  ttt   this  s.octely,  be 
I. ,,11,  u>    ihf  secretary, to  all 

igCtmsiilulional  Societies  in 
T    Mid  Frmce." 

lie  above  resolulioas  be 

d,  I  hat  ilie  secretary  be  desired 
u  the  resolutions  to  Mr,  Paine/' 

••  At  a  meeting  of  the  society,  held  Friday' 

^I»ril  lil,  179 1»  at  the  Secretary's  house. 
Tooke*!M:ourt,  Chancery  laoe, 

•*  pRFS-tNT, 

**  fUchard  Shai  pe^  esq.  in  the  chair, 

*  CouQt  Zcnubio,  iMr.  Favell.  Mr.  B.  Cooper, 
Mr  J.  j\(lj:iiis,  Mr.  TtHjke,  Mr.  Coomir, 

(Ma  Mr,  Frost,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr. 

•*  RcsoUcd,  Thai  the  resotiilions  of  this 

Mciel*!'  f  ' 'OMiending  Mr,  Paint's  book^ 
•The  1  M*in,'  and  published  in  sev^ 
tulott  .be  re-pnblished  in  the  fol- 

lowing il    Evening,  Morning   Po^t, 
W«rt<J,  chronicle,  i^herhorn»j,  Leech, 
Tori,  i»it3iiii,  Noltingliuni^  und  Birminghara. 

llr,  Thomttt  Chaiman  sworn — Examined  by 
Mr-  Ganvji>, 

Wer«  y0i%  lu^quainted  with   Mr  Thonuis 

*-  ̂   the  mtithor  ol  the  Uights  of  Man  ?— I 

liDOk  at  this  book  (showing  it  to  the  i^it- 
Offset  and  trll  me  whether  you  printed  or  pub- 
li  vork  for  Mr.  Paine  r— I  printed  it 
k  le. 

li  i^  iLc  first  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ?— 
Te« 

■  *  progress  of  publication,  any 
with  the  author  upon  the  sub- 

^   t^"      ,>n.vrrrimr.nH  ?"       Alffimti    Uf' Juhtt 
Btrmr  >sed  uilft   original  do- 
tmnnii  _ '_d(.r  Stcf/hcnifCsq,  of  the 
kammfmbU  ̂ Mcictu  of  tht  Middle  Tempie, 
VOL.  XXV. 

[The  extrmcts  from  the  first  part  of  Ui 
night's  cif  Mttn,  rrad.] 

iVitie  Hardy's  Trial  antt,  VoK94,  p.  497,] 
Mr.  Oarrtm\ — Mr  Adafni  is  not  here,  w( 

will,  if  yoijf  lordship  pleAs»e!i,  rend  an  cnlry 

bene  e^itf  Uom  IhebooLstjfilie  ('onstilutium 
Society  of  the  TitA  of  July*  17l>I, 

Mr  !/oa/c£.^My  bml,  tlicrcisnota  wci 

they  have  proved  Ihal  I  am  not  t*.vt^'  '        f- 
mil  again^^t  myself:  it  will  'iuvc  a  I 
of  linK-,  if  they  will  lay  bclbre  nie  tL..:    —  li 

thc-y  have   slill    to  brmj;,  because  I   pcrr,ei\fBi 
their  conditcL  i»  honourable-      I  was  afrHid,M 
when  I  came  into  this  court,  that  there  wa%j 

perjury  to  be  brought  agaiohl  me — I  have  I 
suspected  to  be  a  traitor,  bul  I  sec  nothing 
but  what  is  honourable:  let  them  show  m\ 

the  paper,  and  I  will  admit  every  thing. 
Lorn   Chief  Jubtice     J?yrr— There  is  ndl 

objection  to  reading  that  extrart    '    '  / till  Adan»s  comes.    I  have  r-  \ 
that  I  will  not  bind  down  the  j-ii-uii^*  l.>  .n.y 
admissions.  ^. 

Mr  Tiioke. — I  beg  pardon-^I  say  it  would^ 
be  possible  if  the  jury  were  not  very  attentive^; 

by  hearing  a  great  many  things  jtrovcd,  to^ 
make  them  Ihuik  that  they  were  things  o( 

consequence,  because  ihcy  were  proved  ;  £• 
would  rather  they  should  take  them  as  admiU 
ted,  and  sec  what  they  arc  ;  for  I  am  fearfiJr 
they  should  believe,  that  it  would  be  impossi-. 
ble  for  an  attorney  and  solicilor-gencral  \q^ 

waste  hoursand  hours  in  proving  lh«»si'  things, 
which  I  am  willing  to  admU  ;  ami  that  they 
wilt  really  think  tliey  have  weijjht,  when  t^ 
know  they  have  not.  J 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Btfrc.—M  present  no-^f 
thing  will  Ik  read  but  tlral  which  is  in  proofs- 
and  every  thtngiu  proof  will  tie  read  :  hilhertO; 
those  proceedings  liave  not  been  read,  ihcy 
have  only  been  examined  to  for  the  purpose, 

of  itlenti'lying  them,  and  showing  that  they, werii  real  tiaosacliona  of  the  persona  wh(> 
compose  this  society— what  they  are,  is  to  he, 
seen  when  they  are  read ;  the  question  wo 
were  upon  was,  whether  it  was  rislil  or  not 
to  read  this  one  paper  </«;  Unc  cs^e,  till  Mr, 
Adams  comes  to  prove  it;  to  that  extent  £| 
sec  no  objection.  , 

[The  extract  read.] 
"At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Secretar>%  hmi^r, 

Tooke*!»-courl,  Chancery-Unc,  Friday,  nd  of 
July,  1791: 

<•  Present, 

*^  Mr,  Frost  m  the  chair, 

*'  Mr.    Jeremiah   Batley ;    Reverend    Dr, 
Towers;  MrBonney;  Mr. .T.Adams;  Mr. 
B.  Cooper;  Mr.  T,  L.  Bailey;  Mr.  Satchel; 
Mr.Bnsh;  Mr  Paine;  and  Doctor  Edwards, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  original  and  trinsla- 
tion  of  an  address,  communicated  by  the 
reverend  Dr.  Towers,  from  tlic  society  of 
Nantes,  be  enttrcd  in  lh<;  books  of  tiii& 

society.'' 

1 
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**To  the  Friends  of  Liberty,  assembled  to- 
gethcr  at  London  on  llie  14th  of  July,  1791, 
to  celebrate  Ihe  Treuch  Revolution. 

«  The  Free  Citizens  from  the  bank  sof  the 
Loire  address  their  testimonies  of  brotherhood 

and  of  good-will  to  the  noble  son^  of  liberty 
who  inhabit  the  happy  shores  of  the  Thames. 

*'  Whilst  an  impotent  band  of  the  factions 
arc  actively  employed  in  the  heart  of  France, 
and  the  proud  nobles  are  carrying  the  poison 
of  their  calumiiy  into  foreign  ports ;  wliilst 
the  priests  are  labouring  to  rekindle,  by  their 
pestilential  breath,  the  extinguished  torch  of 
fanaticism ;  and  the  first  of  our  functionaries 

has  eiven  tothc  people  the  example  of  disre- 
garding his  oatn,  our  wishes  ana  our  senti- 

ments lead  us  towards  you,  generous  strangers, 
who  are  engaged  in  celebrating  the  French 

Kevolution— a  nappy  presage  St  the  rcvdu- 
tion  of  the  world  !  But  why  sf)eak  we  of  you 
as  of  strangers  !  you  are  our  friends,  and  our 
brethren :  those  only  arc  strangers  to  us  who 
desert  them,  and  who  excite  wars  in  order  to 
perpetuate  their  tyrann&cal  dominion,  and  to 
livet  the  chains  of  nations.  The  decrees 
which  have  established  the  French  hbeity 
have  been  like  the  trumpet  soun()Rig  the  re- 

surrection of  the  world:  at  our  voice  the  nar 
tions  have  raised  their  degraded  fronts; 

lyra'nts  have  turned  pale  upcta  their  thrones ; 
and,  such  is  the  probable  effect  of  this  great 
revolution,  that  m  a  short  time  nothing  will 
he  remaining  of  them  but  the  sorrowful  and 
shameful  remembrance  of  their  fauhs,  and  of 
their  crimes.  Let  the  great  ultra  Montane 
Bramah  excommunicate  us;  his  impotent 
thunders  will  only  serve  to  enkindle  the  fires 
which  in  France  consume  his  cfKgy.  We  de- 

sire to  live  in  the  same  communion  wHh  all 
the  friends  of  peace  and  of  liberty ;  and  the 
oppressors  of  the  people  are,  in  our  eyes,  tJic 
only  schismatics.  With  what  inexpressible 
pleasure  hare  we  seen  your  brave  countrymen, 
our  happy  precursors  in  the  canse  of  liberty, 
who  reside  in  France,  enrolling  themselves 
under  our  standards,  and  augmenting  the 
number  of  the  members  who  compose  those 
societies,  formed  on  the  pure  pnnciplcs  of 
citizenship,  ofwhich  you  were  the  first  insti- 
tutors,  and  which  are  the  unshaken  colunm 
of  our  sublime  constitution.  When  a  few 
years  are  elapsed,  we  shall  see  the  two  first 
nations  of  the  earth,  England  and  France, 
united  together  in  a  holy  league,  to  avenge 
the  hun)an  race  of  those  unpunibhed  outrages 
which  have  disgraced  itdunng  so  many  ages. 

"  Generous  Britons,  love  us,  and  unite  your- 
selves with  us,  and  tlic  world  will  be  free  and 

happy. 

(Signed)        "  Francis  president. 
**  Nantes,  "  Savlk  eau,  ex-scc. 
July  5, 1791.  "  IlucuEb  Hardouin, 

"  Perpetual  secretary," 

**  To  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution 

coa^>rGhcndiDg  Three  Societies." 

Mr.  Thomas  Chapman  cross-examined  by  Mr. Tooke. 

I  know  you  are  a  very  religious  man,  and 
that  you  olten  read  in  the  Bible,  I  desire  toq 
to  tell  mc  whether  you  have  never  found  ia 
that  book,  which  yuu  venerate  so  much,  ex* 
i^ressions  that  you  would  not  use  before  your 
family? — I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anv 
portion  of  scripture  that  I  would  not  at  aU 
times  read  to  my  family. 

Do  you  not  recollect  expressions  in  that 
best  of  all  books  that  you  would  not  choose 
to  read  before  your  wife  and  daughters,  or 
sUflfer  others  to  read  ?  I  do  not  repeat  tfacni, 
because  I  dare  swear  the  bench,  the  jury,  and 
every  man  who  ever  read  the  Bible,  will  re- 

collect certain  expressions,  which,  for  the 
sake  of  decency,  he  would  not  choose  to  use 
before  a  family.  I  do  not  choose  to  nrentioa 
them. — ^There  are  portions  of  scripture  which, 
in  the  estimation  of  men,  may  he  considercd 
as  indecent,  but  in  my  notion  there  is  no  part 
of  God's  word  that  has  any  indecent  exprcs* sion  in  it. 

But  you  would  not  choose  to  read  that  part 
to  your  wife  and  daughters? — ^No,  I  shonld 
not  appropriate  those  parts  particularly. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^You  have  been  called  to  proTe 
Mr.  Paine's  books,  and  out  of  a  great  deal, 
small  portions  of  it  have  been  read ;  and  so 
you  might  read  certain  parts  of  the  Bible    ■ 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^That  is  not  a 
proper  subject  to  examine  the  witness  to,  it 
IS  observation  upon  the  evidence,  and  cer- 

tainly it  is  an  observation  that  deserves  atten- 
tion ;  but  it  is  observation. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  thank  your  lordship,  that  is 
not  the  sort  of  indulgence  I  protested  against. 
If  I  have  done  wrong  I  beg  your  lordship's 

pardon. Lord  Chitf  .Tustice  Et^re. — I  only  wished 
to  set  you  right,  without  speaking  with  any 
asperity. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  have  been  but  forlv  vears  a 
student,  when  I  shall  come  to  be  called  to  the 
bar  *  I  hope  1  shall  know  better. 

John  Thompson  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. Laio. 

Are  you  a  messenger  ? — I  am  clerk  to  the 
public-office  at  Whitechapel. 

Did  vou  find  this  paper  [showing  it  to  the 

witness]  amongst  Mr.  lookc's  papers  at 
Wimbledon  ?~  1  did. 

[It  was  read.] 
"  Address  and  Declaration  of  a  select  meeting 

of  the  friends  of  universal  peace  ana 

liberty.  The  foUowinj^  address  and  de- 
claration to  our  fellow-citizcns  was  agreed 

on,  and  ordered  to  be  published  : 

"  Friends  and  Fellow-citizens ; 
<<  At  a  moment  like  the  present,  wbcB 

wilful  mist-eprcsentations  are   industriously 
IS  -         —  -  ■       "■ 

•  See  Vol.  so,  p.  687,iw*e. 
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mm^  ktytiK  pinisiinsofirbitTary  power,  and 
OHIbdvocttUs  ofpuAivc  ubei]i€nce  antl  court 

gBfenii  ̂ '''  "-^- t^-"iic  it  incumbent  upon  us 
10  deci  i  our  principles  und  the 
aiotifc-.  ̂ ..           ^ucl.     We  rejoice  at  the 
rinriOMi  cvciit  of  Ihc  French  Rcvoiution.    If 
ilkt  asited  wha^l  is  the  Frrnch  Revolution  to 

w?  %«  answer  (as  has  been  ulitvcly  an-wered 
ifi  loutlicr  plittc*)  IT  lis  uvea  to  us  a*  inco, 
ouch  lo  U5  a^  Euj^lishmcu — as  mea  who  re- 
joke  tu  the  freedom  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
0Qr  feUow-bcings ;  we  rejoice  in  the  prospect 
viucis    such    a  magnificent  example    opens 

to  ijir  'V  '  :  f  the  French I  J  the  root  of 
.^Liiinient  on  the 

tan — rights  which 
...,,  ̂ ....  ..^. .;;  iiny  one  more  than 

li^aoliier.  We  know  of  uo  human  authority 

Wftho9  U>  ttiat  ifi  a  whoJi*  iiittiun  ̂   an<l  we 
iMMAtid  proclaim  it  as  our  principle,  that 
^ftttj  natinn  has  at  all  times  an  inherent  in- 
il^ss;  '   to  constitute  and  establish 
titS    :  it  for  itself  ns  best  aceor^ls 

»» '  i^Lion,  interest,  and  happiness. 
^ibbmen  we  al&o  rejuiee,  because 

vezrc  iwiM'<^^ei[y  interested  in  the  French 
itfolati<)f> ;  without  inquiring  into  the  )u§>* 
ieifpll  cither  side,  of  the  reprtTdcliful  charscs 
ttfialhfue  and  ambition  which  lUc  Kn;:rlish 
nd  Fr«och  courts  have  con^tanlly  madt;  on 
odl  other;  we  confine  ourselves  to  this 
obtirvttlion,  thtii  if  the  court  of  France  onlv 
win  Ihtilt,  and  the  numerous  wars  which 
hm  diSUarbed  both  countries  are  diargeublc 
1^  Imt  ftlooe,  that  Court  now  exists  no  tonger^ 
asd  Ike  cause  and  the  consc<]uence  must 
OHe  toffether.  The  French,  therefore,  by 
Iht  l«*oYution   Ihey  have  nvade,  have  con- 
rred  for  rs  as  well  as  for  iljcrnsclves  if  it 

true  that  tbeir  court  only  was  m  fault, 
iod  ours  never. 

*  On  this  stale  of  the  case,  the  French 
||f9Q]t,f...ft  '^.^»rriia/e/v  concerns  us.  We  are 
MMipe^  known  nulioniil  dt^btt  ̂   bur- 

tieo  Ll  ,    Hid  an  cxpcn->ive  adiuinistra- 
tidtt  ot  government^  beyond  those  of  any 

ia  the  world;  wc  have  also  a  very 
i  poor ;  and  we  hold  that  the  moral 
of  providing  for  old  age,  helpless 

adkne^,  and  poverty,  is  far  superior  to  that  ot 
mtpplying  the  invented  wants  of  courtly  ex- 
ttit^gance,  ambition,  and  intrigue.  We  be- 
titvf  there  is  no  instance  to  be  produced,  but 
la  Engiaxtd,  of  seven  millions  of  inhabitant*^, 
Mbieli  make  but  little  more  than  one  mi  (lion 

of  fiuBtlie%  iKnyingyearly  sbvbnteen  hii  lioxs 
of  taxes.  A*  it  has  always  been  held  out  by 
ftll  admifliKlnitionft  that  the  restless  ambition 
of  Uic  eourt  of  France  rendered  this  expense 
mtaatAJY  to  os  for  our  own  defence,  wc  con- 
mnirr  ,  as  men  deeply  interej^lcd  in 
tfat  Fr  volutiun,  becauiic  it  affords  to 
m  a  fuUtaJitial    ground  for  lessening  the 

enormous  load  of  our  oofn  burthens  and  taxes; 
that  court,  as  we  liavo  already  said,  exists  n( 
loD^f"^  '^ '  '  *'-•  "viently  the  same  enormoits 
eip(  jjitinue  to  us. 

**   i  i       J  -      ̂ ,  as  we  sincerely  do,  both 
as  men  and  Englishmen,  as  lovers  of  uni-, 
versal  peace  and  freedom,  and  a»  friends 
our  own  national  pro^jjerity  and  a  reduction 
our  public  expenses,  wt;  cannot  but  express  ou 
astonishment  thnt  any  part,  or  any  membero^l 
of  our  own  government  should  reprobate  tho 
CJitinction  of  thai  very  ptmfr  of  France,  oi 
wish  to  see  it  restored^  towhoee  influence 

formerly  attributed  (whilst  they  apfX'.ired  to»| 
lament)  the  enormous  increase  ot  our  own 
burthens  ami  taxes :  what  then  are  they  sot 
that  the  pretence  for  new  oppressive   ta 
and  the  occasion  for  continmug   n^any  oh 

taxes,  wdl  be  at  an  end?  If  so,  and  if  it  is   ' 
policy  of  courts,  and  court-govern ment,  to 
prefer  enemies  lo  friends,  and  a  nysiem  of 
war  lo  that  of  peace,  as  aflbnling  more  pre- 

tences for  places,  othces,  pensions,  revcimc»- 
and  taxation,  it  is  high  lime  for  the  people 
every  nation  to  look  with  circumspection 
their  own  interests. 

**  Those  who  pay  the  expense,  and  «of 
those  who  patticipate  m  the  emolument* 
arising  from  it,  are  the  persons  immediately 
interested  in  inquiries  of  this  Jdnd;  wc  are  a^i 
part  of  that  nalional  body  on  whom  Ihii  j 
annual  expense  of  seventeen  millions  falls ;^ 
and  we  consider  the  present  op|)ortunity  of 
the  French  Revolution  as  a  most  Imppy  odo 
for  lessoning  the  enormous  load  under  which 
this  nation  groans;  if  this  be  not  done,  w$ 
shall  then  have  reason  to  conclude  that  tlio 

cry  of  intrigue  and  ambition  against  ctKe^ 
courts,  is  no  more  than  the  common  cant  of 
all  courts.  We  tlunk  it  also  necessary  to  ex* 
press  our  astonishment  thai  a  cover  Dment, 

desirous  of  being  caikd  rRtt,  should  prefer^ 
cunn6xiou!i»  with  tho  mo5>t  despotic  an<l  arbi* 
trary  powers  in  Europe;  we  know  of  none 

more  deservinje;  this  description  Ihan  those  of' 
Turkey  and  Fruss-ia,  and  inc  whole  combina*-] 
tion  of  German  despots.  Separated,  as  wo 
happily  are,  by  nature  from  the  tumults  of  j 
the  continent,  we  reprobate  all  systems  and 
intrigues,  which  sacrifice  (and  that  too  at  a 
great  exp<fnsc)  the  blessings  of  our  natural 
situation ;  such  systems  canQul  have  a  na* 
tional  origin. 

If  we  are  asked  what  governmenl  is? 

hold  it  to  be  oolhing  more  than  a  nation  a  ci^^ ASsociATioM ;    and   we  hold  that  to  be  tho 
Lest  which  secures  lo  every  man  his  rights^ 

and  promotes  the  greatest  quantity  of  happi-  i 
ness  wilh  the  teatt  expeme ;  wc  live  to  im- 

prove, or  wc  live  in  vain;   and  therefore  we 
admit  of  no  maxims  of  government  or  poUcji^ 

on  the  mere  score  of  antiquity,  or  other  men's 
authority— the  atd  whigs  or  the   new.     Wo 
will  exercise  the  reason  wilh  which  we  are 

endowed,  or  we  possess  it  unwortlvily;   a#i 

reason  i$  given  at  all  times,  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pq^  of  being  used  &t  all  tiox^a. 
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"  Among  the  blessings  which  the  French 
Revolution  has  produced  to  that  nation,  we 
eaumerale  the  abolition  of  the  feudal  system 
of  injustice  and  tyranny,  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1789.  Beneath  the  fc\idal  system  all  Europe 
has  long  groaned,  and  from  it  England  is  not 
yet  free.  Game  laws,  borough  tenures,  and 
tyrannical  monopolies,  of  numerous  kinds, 
still  remain  amongst  us ;  but  rejoicing,  as  we 
sincerely  do,  in  the  freedom  of  others,  till  we 
shall  happily  accomplish  our  own,  we  intended 
to  commemorate  this  period  to  the  universal 
extirpation  of  the  feudal  system,  by  meeting 
on  the  anniversary  of  that  day  (the  4th  of 
August),  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor;  from 
this  meeting  we  were  prevented  by  the  inter- 

ference of  certain  unnamed  and  skulking  per- 
foiw,  with  the  master  of  the  tavern,  who  in- 

formed us,  tliat,  on  their  representations,  he 
could  not  receive  us  there.  Let  those  who 

live  by,  or  countenance  feudal  oppressions, 
take  the  reproach  of  this  ineffectual  meanness 
and  cowardice  to  themselves;  they  cannot 
stifle  the  public  declaration  of  our  honest, 
open,  and  avowed  opinions. 

**  These  are  our  principles,  and  these  our 
sentiments;  they  embrace  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  of 
which  we  are  a  part.  As  to  riots  and  tumults, 
let  those  answer  for  them  who,  by  wilful  mis- 

representation, endeavour  to  excite  and  pro- 
mote them  ;  or  who  seek  to  stun  the  sense  of 

the  nation,  and  lose  the  great  cause  of  public 
good,  in  the  outrages  of  a  misinformed  mob. 

We  take  our  ground  on  principles  that  re* 
quire  no  such  riotous  aid  ;  we  have  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  the  poor,  for  we  are  plead- 

ing their  cause,  and  we  fear  not  proud  oppres- 
sion, for  we  have  truth  on  our  side ;  we  say, 

and  wc  repeat  it,  that  the  French  Revolution 

opens  to  the  world  an  opportunity  in  which 
all  good  citizens  must  rejoice,  that  of  promot- 

ing the  general  happiness  of  man ;  and  that 
it  moreover  offers  to  this  country,  in  particular, 
an  opportunity  of  reducing  our  enormous, 
and  enormously  misapplied  taxes. 

"  These  are  our  objects,  and  we  will  pursue 
them." 
[Note.   This  meeting  was  understood  to  have 

been  held  on  the  20Ui  of  August,  1791.] 

Mr.  William  Wood/all  called  again. 

Mr.  Law. — Tx)ok  at  those  papers? — ^The 
whole  of  the  first  paper  I  believe  to  be  Mr. 

Tookc's  hand-writiug ;  of  the  second,  the  in- terlineations only. 

Mr.  Tooke.^'thcy  are  both  mine.  One  is 
my  writing,  the  otiier  is,  I  believe,  my 

daughter's;  the  interlineations  only.  The 
admission  of  that  paper  miirht  easily  be  taken, 
for  it  was  long  ago  published  in  the  news- 

papers, signed  with  my  nAmc. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Kyre. — If  any  thing 

should  turn  upon  the  date  of  it,  which  thev 
have  not  yet  ascejrtoined,  tlie  circumstance  of 
its  being  published  ia  the  newspapers  at  a 

given  time,  may  be  proper  to  be  produced  as 
evidence  on  your  part, 

James  Thornton  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. 
Bower. 

Are  you  one  of  the  king's  messengers  ? — I 
am  clerk  at  the  nublic  office  in  Marlborough* 

street ;  I  found  this  paper  in  Mr.  Tooke's 
house,  at  Wimbledon. 

[The  paper  was  read.] 

"  Dear  Sir ; — The  Manchester  Constitu- 
tional Society  have  requested  me  to  abridge 

Paine,  and  to  republish  my  propositions  on 
civil  government.  Sharpe,  I  hear,  is  not  in 
town ;  Paine  is  in  France ;  and  I  do  not  know 
of  any  friend  of  his  but  yourstlf,  to  whom  I 
can  send  my  proposed  abridgment  for  his  opi- 

nion ;  indeed,  I  am,  at  any  rate,  desirous  of 
your  reading  it ;  for  although  two  or  three 
friends,  to  whom  I  referred  it,  here,  approve 

of  it,  I  wish  you,  as  a  friend  of  Paine's,  and 
of  mine,  would  be  kind  enough  to  take  care 

that  Paine's  reputation  is  not  mangled  by 
mangling  his  book.  We  are  going  on  very 
well  here ;  our  Constitutional  Society  meets 
numerously,  and  with  a  proper  spirit ;  and 
every  possible  exertion  is  making  by  the 
aristocracy  against  us,  as  you  may  see  bv  the 
protest,  and  by  the  necessity  we  are  under  of 
vindicating  our  resolutions. 

**  Return  me  Paine,  as  soon  as  you  can, 
that  we  may  get  it  out ;  and  be  kin^  enoush 

to  give  me  your  opinion,  whether  we  *  (the 
*  Constitutional  Society)*  should  print  it  our- 

selves, or  undertake  to  order  a  certain  num- 
ber of  copies,  at  what  price,  certainly  not  to 

exceed  one  shilling;  whether  Jordan  would 
feel  himself  aggrieved,  or  Johnson,  who  of- 

fered to  print  It,  if  I  would  abridge  it ;  in 
short,  in  what  way  had  we  better  do  it  ? 

"  I  hope  your  Address  to  the  Electors  of 
Westminster,  and  your  account  of  your  speech, 
&c.  before  the  committee,  does  not  stand  still. 

When  do  you  go  to  France? — ^Your's,  very 
sincerely,  T.  Cooper, 

"  Lever  Hall,  near  Bolton,  Lancashire.^' 

Addressed,  •*  John  Home  Tooke,  esq." 

Mr.  Taoke.—l  do  not  know  what  papers 
may  have  been  taken  from  my  house ;  but 
are  letters  written  to  me  to  be  produced  as 

evidence  against  me  ? 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Being  found  in 

your  possession,  they  undoubtedly  arc  pro- 
ducible as  evidence  ;  but,  as  to  the  effect  of 

them,  very  much  will  depend  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  contents  of  those  letters, 

and  whether  answers  to  them  can  be  traced, 
or  whether  any  thing  has  been  done  upon 
them.  A  great  number  of  papers  may  be 
found  in  a  man's  possession  which  will  be, 
primA  facie,  evidence  against  him,  but  will  be 
open  to  a  variety  of  explanations ;  and  it  is 
always  a  very  consideraule  explanation  that 

nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  in  cdhse- 
quence  of  the  w»9  hefog  tent  to  him.    But 
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1  r-a^ 

!on  of  a  man 

v>u  to  llic  sub 

ctfttd 

I" 

ivau  of  my  a«iking  il  is, 
.Ur;»iil  th;it,  licMdca  treason, 

'  d  Willi  blasj>hemy. 

•  1   Jubtice  JSyre. — \ou    aw  not 
I  A, 

i :  J  iv. — It  i«  notofiou&  I  do  not  answer 

tUcr&  of  civility,  bui  1  liuve  re- 
'  many  ciiiiou^  k'ttufH.  I  rc- 
'<  rs  froin  a  man  whose  name 

ilOiBtvf  p  n  u,i,  j^iid  be  endeavoutt'd  to  prove 
l» me  that  he  was  (Jod  tbt-  laUur,  Sun.  and 
Btl^  GhoM,  <L  kept  the  loiters  out  ot  cu- 
nootv^  »oJ  it  is  probiihle  they  may  be  pro- 
imtd  ;»r  iio^i  me.}  Ilo  |>n>ved  it  from  the 
4i  in  the  fir^t  place  that  he  was 
<■  1,  because   God  is  O  Veral  i 
\lu.i  M.  t  .♦«]  uvrr  all.  He  proved  he  Was 
r>4  It  ,  snn,  from  the  New  Testament — 
T  !>,  1  am  he  ;  that  is,  Teru/  2,  Ftra/ 
J  Mow,  if  lheb€  letters,  written  to 

l»  from  curiosity  have  preserved, 
upon  M  htch  I  have  taken  no  ̂ tep,  and  to 

1  luive  given  no  answer,  are  produced 
,  I  (io  not  know  what  may  become 

of  Justice  Ei/re. — If  you  can  treat 
J  '  rs  that  have  been  found  upon  you 
wTlh  a*  much  succes?.  as  you  l^avc  these  let- 
irri  of  ynuT  corrcs-pondrnt,  you  will  have  no 

tn  for  api  •  eveti  if  that 
i]  be  bruii^  I  you. 
C—l  huve  -evtral  such  letters, 

?  kept  for  their  curiosity* 
ijim  I  uicf  Justice  Eyre. — At  present  they 

cannot  come  in  charge  again&t  you. 

Juhn  Tkompion  called  again. 

)ff    r-..  — Was  that  letter  [sliowing  it  to 
the  V  und  by  you?— Ves*  in  Mr. 
Uornc  liouse,  at  Wimbledon. 

[It  was  fead*] 

*•   Manchctter^  Augutt  Q9,  1791. 
**  n^rSir; — I   thank  you  for  the  paper 

r? ;   1  approve  much  of  the  letter  in 
ir  sicnainre,  and  would  gladly  pro- 

*     'utd.  but  I  Ciiunol. 

!  found  ntP  at  Mr.  Walker's, -  1..,,-  (,^,^,1-  jind,  not  bcinij 
r  invscil,  I  desired 

,  .       ..  :  ...    ,..j    .,  With  our  compli- 
s    and   ttiat  we    reipi'-sled   the  letter, 
!  J.  II  T  ini::ht  be  inserted  in  the  next 

vT ;  the  answer  returned 
out  be  done  that  week, 

-%   UiC  lu  \t,  but  he  wuuld  *cu  about 
i.iV  he  sent  a  note, of  which  the  fol- 

»♦  When  C.  Wheckr  cave  Mr.  Walker  his 
rt^Hii    '  *■  '    'iue  the  insi^rliun  of 
*  thr  i,  he  thought  they 
*  wtiuhi  J..1.--   vM...iM>    4»j»hed  to  any  other 

*  podiiction  gf  the  >dnic  naturv ;    this,  he 

*  finds,  is  not  the  case,  a$  Y^r  ̂ ^    '^^r  httf. 
*  sent  Mr.  Tojikc's  addrc«*,  ;  \\ilh\ 
*  exccntionablc  remarks  fur  \>    ....  Upre-^ 
*  murkM  which  have  a  right  to  ̂ ulijcct  bolli 
*  the  writer  and  the  iiubli^hcr  to  a  prosccw- 
*  lion;  it  may  be  saitl  that  government  will, 
*  not  prosecute   for  such  puldicaUons ;   thai 
*  does  iK"t  lc!*sen  the  JuUt/  of  the  publisher^ ! 
*  in  running  a  risk  which,  it  his  duty^  a»  9,, 
*  member  of  society,  to  uvoid. 

*  Independent  ol  these  reasons,  C.  Wheeler] 
*  presumes  he  may  have  some  claim  t*^  acting 
*  from  ptinciple  ;   and  he  cannot  but  derlarc^^ 
*  that  he  would  wish,  in  fuiurd  to  avoid  pub^v 
*  lishing  what  may  hold  out  improper  idea^ 
'  to  the  public  at  large,  who  seldom  th%nl 
*  much  before  they  «<Y  ;  of  this  Iherc  is 
*  recent  and  melancholy  instance. 

**  *  C.  Wheeler  is  obliged  to  trouble  Mr  J 
*  Walker;  und  it  seems  fair,  in  his  own  vhidi- 
*  cation;  but  he  cannot  help  observing,  that 
'  it  is  with  extreme  regret  he  is  now,  or  may 
*  be  at  a  future  time,  oblit;cd  to  recede  fron^ 
*  any  service  which  Mr  Walker  may  wisii,- 

*  him  to  perform  together.' 
•*  In    Manchester  there  arc  two  papers/ 

published  weekly;    one  of  them  most  de» 
cidcdly  and  virulently  arislucrallc,  the  othetl 

(C,  Wheeler'*)  generally  moderate,  and  rallu 
in  our  favour  ttKin  adverse  ;  but  you  sec  thai 
now  we  are  decidedly  excluded  from   that/] 
not  only  on  the  occasion  of  your  address,  bul 

on  every  other  future  political  subject,    We'l 
shall  therefore  immctliatcly   set  up  a  paper 

among  ourselves,  which  I  have  formerly  men- 
tionetJlo  you,  and  which  we  have  not  hitherto^ 
done,  because  we  thought  that  Wheeler  wouldi 
have  DO  objection,  on  being  paid,  to  inscrtl 
what  wethc'Ught  fit, 

"  Can  you   lend  us  any,  and  what  assis*] 
tance,  in  point  of  communications,  to  such  a< 
paper  ;  it  will  at  first  be  gently,  but  alwayi 
decidedly  democratic,  nor  pestered  with 
much  presbyteriaii  nonsense. — Can  you  givaj 
us  any  hint!)  about  it ;  we  have  already  spokei 

to  Sharpe,  who  has  been   down  here;   bul'^ 
Wheeler's  answer  came  after  his  dcpstrltirc. 

"  I  wrote  to  you  about  an  inle(i<led  abridg^ 
mcnt  of  Paine;    you  sent  me  no  answer 
any  kind ;  I  wish  you  t»ad,  because  I  had 
formal    request   from   our    society   here 
publish.    The  preface  I  sent  you  with  it ; 

you  have — burn.   1   am,  dear  sir,  your'f  J 
simerely,  **  Tuoma^.  Cohuflr. 

^^  Direct  to  me  to  Lever- hall,  near  LoltoOyJ 

Lancashire/* Addressed  "  J,  Home  Tooke,  esq.  Rich^ 

moud-butldin^s,  Soho,  London.** 
Mr.  WUiiam  WwHifull  calteil  again. 

Mr.  Law, — Look  at  the  inlerlineatioas  01 

that  paper,  and  say  whose  hiiiul- writing  you 
believe  them  to  be? — This  paper  was  shuwn 
me  upon  u  late  occasion,  I  behcve  The  in- 

terlineations are  very  tew— in  the  first  page  the 

word  **  incapacituted" — the  word  ''whose;'* 
and,  in  the  second  page,  the  words  **  itv-l 
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every/'  and  four  Ibes  and  a  piece  are  added 
to  it,  which,  I  believe,  are  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 

writing ;  the  rest  of  the  paper  certainly  is  not 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 
Mr.  John  Gurncll  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr. Law, 

Look  at  that  paper,  which  is  marked,  I  be- 
lieve, with  your  name  ? — It  is,  I  seized  this  in 

Mr.  Hardy's  house. 
[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  84,  page  STS.] 
The  following  Extract  from  the  Book  of  the 

Constitutional  Society  was  read : — 

**  At  a  Meeting,  held  on  Friday,  the  9th  of 
March,  1798,  at  the  Secretary's,  Tooke's- 
courty  Chancery-lane. 

"  Present, 

"  Richard  Sharpc,  esq.  in  the  chair, 

«Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  Favell, 
Captain  Tooke  Harwood,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
Mr.  J.  L.  Batley,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  HoUis, 
Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke  :— 
**  Joel  Barlow,  esq. ;  author  of  Advice  to 

the  Privileged  Orders,  was  proposed  as  an 
honorary  member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

<'  James  Mackintosh,  esq. ;  author  of  Viiu 
dicue  Gallic4s,  was  proposed  as  an  honorary 
member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 

Sharpe." 
Mr.  Thomas  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper 

in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — What  account 

has  been  given  of  this  letter?  What  does 
Adams  say  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Bower. — We  have  not  examined  Mr. 
Adams  to  it. 

Mr.  Erikine.—^on  must  examine  Adams 
to  it,  before  you  can  read  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  —  It  is  the  letter 
which  includes  the  resolutions  from  Sheffield, 
that  have  been  read,  with  Mr.  Tooke's  hand- 

writing in  them. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  %rc.— That  has  not 

been  read  yet;  there  was  not  that  circum- 
fitance  to  introduce  it.  Do  you  mean  to  prove, 

that  any  paper,  found  in  Adams's  possession, 
has  the  hand-writing  of  the  prisoner  on  it  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Yes.  TTiis  is  a 
paper  relative  to  the  Constitutional  Society  at 
Shefheid,  which  was  found  in  tiie  hands  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Society  in 
London,  he  being  also  a  member  of  that  Con- 

stitutional Society. 
Mr.  £rsAi;ic,--- Adams  is  not  a  member  of 

the  Constitutional  Society. 
Mr.  Bower. — He  said  he  had  been  secretary 

fox  many  years. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  was  found  in  his 

custody,  and  it  stands  precisely  upon  the 
same  principle  as  every  particle  of  evidence 
out  or  the  Constitutional  Society,  that  was 

admitted  on  the  former  trial,  after  Hardly  be- 
came an  associated  member. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ejrre.— It  certaialj 
does ;  but  it  has  been  thought  necesaary  to- 

day to  call  Adams  to  substantiate  the  entries 
which  were  to  be  read  from  the  book,  and  it 

seems  to  me  to  be  proper  that  he  should  b« 
now  calied  to  explain  what  this  is. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— This  is  a  case  in 
which  the  paper  is  found  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams — that  feet  is  proved — it  has  al* 
ready  been  proved,  that  be  was  secretary  to 
the  Society  for  Oonstitutional  Information 
— it  has  already  been  proved,  that  Adama 
was  present  every  week,  from  1792,  down 
to  May  1794;  and  it  has  been  proved, 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  that  Mr.  Tooke 
was  likewbe  present  at  every  one  of  those 
nights ;  and  Adams  is  the  person  in  whose 
possession  the  books  of  that  society  were. 

Mr.  £rs/rifie.— If  this  is  to  be  at  all  insisted 
upon,  I  shall  usher  myself  in  to  the  attention 
of  your  lordship,  with  the  same  apology  that 
I  made  before,  namely,  that  my  client  does 
consider,  very  much  to  his  honour,  that  there 
are  interests  of  others  at  stake,  as  well  as  his 

own.  I  do  profess,  once  more,  I'  conceive  it to  be  totally  immaterial  to  me,  and  as  little 
to  my  client,  whether  this  letter  is  read  or  no. 

Mr^  Attorney  Genero/.— This  is  not  the 
time  to  address  the  jury  on  the  effect  of  the 
evidence. 

Mr.  Ers/fctne.— I  am  speaking  to  the 
Court,  not  looking  to  the  jury,  nor  aiming 
at  the  jury— the  interruption,  therefore,  is 
irregular. 

iAi.  Attorney  General.—l  stated  the  ground 
upon  which  I  thought  this  to  be  evidence ;  I 
did  not  state  any  opinion  of  mine  as  to  what 
I  thought  to  be  the  effect  of  it,  because 
in  statmg  the  principles  upon  which  I 
thought  it  might  be  evidence,  I  have  no  ri^ht 
to  address  even  to  the  Court  what  I  think 
will  be  the  effect  of  that  paper  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Erskine.— It  is  not  very  usual  to  ex- 
pect that  a  counsel  who  is  to  argue  any  thing, 

IS  just  to  fall  into  the  idea  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  counsel  who  is  to  arsue  on  the 

other  side.  Certainly  I  have  a  right  to  state 
why  I  do  take  this  objection.  It  is  an  ob* 
jeclion  that  can  at  once  be  cured  by  calling 
Adams.  I  apprehend  it  is  not  my  fault  that 
I  am  now  upon  my  lees  to  argue  it,  because, 
if  I  understand  what  I  am  about,  this  point 
has  been  determined  by  your  lordships  to-ni^ht 
before.  This  paper  cither  contains  somethmg 
which  is  to  criminate  the  prisoner,  or  the 
contrary ;  if  it  does  not,  it  is  not  relevant  to 
the  cause,  and  therefore  not  admissible. 

If  it  be  matter  relevant  to  the  cause,  which 
it  only  can  be,  if  it  contains  criminatory  mat- 

ter against  the  prisoner,  it  must  be  brought 
home  to  him  ;  and  i  once  more,  therefore,  do 
beg  to  remind  your  lordships  of  the  judgment 
pronounced  by  all  the  jud^s  upon  the  trial 
of  Warren  Hastings,  which  your  lordthitf 
most  undoubtedly  did  ooiirm  wifotk  vhiftl 



>r  High  Tf 
ibe  honour  to  aay  be  tore,  a%  Tar  ̂ %  my  ; 

n^ifmrot  wenl;  aod  aAer  I  had  uddrcssed 
tte  Cocirt  »ome  lime,  it  ttimed  om  llii^l  wc 
ll«r  g|  crass  purposes  in  (acl,  tor  if  tiie 
Oaufl  lad  ronceivnl  I  w»«i  »*^kinr;  no  more 
1  '  I   should  not   have  been 

ken.     1  was  Ihcn  drny- 

Ihe  :ui.i  M'  just    the  wtme  sort  of B'  h  i<4  now  offered* 
if  I  ,^,..  ̂ ..,.  ule  ofcoiTiprehendintrsmy 
wrc  are  exactly  in  tlic  same  condilion 

«p«  were  in  notnc  hours  ago,  when  I 
eoDleiMled  Ihal  it  was  ncces^ury^  in  the  first 
IMttacr,  to  call  AiUms  for  this  purpose,  to 
Wl$  wbco  he  received  this  paper,  whether  he 
iBii  imj  T««*»Qn  to  believe  that  it  was  read  at 
•0/  meeting ;  if  read  at  any  meeting,  whe- 
wn  it  was  read  at  any  meeting  at  which  Mr. 

Tooke's  name  even  appears  in  the  book ;  if 
■i  tDy  mrelitig  ivhcrc  is  name  appears  in  the 
look,  whether  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
Mi.  TooJce  wms  present ;  for,  in  the  instance, 
tad  the  most  material  in^tance^  where  that 
•fcrt-act  te  charged  upon  this  record,  namely^, 
ikftt  Mr.  Tooke  was  a  men^ber  of  the  com- 

laiUM  cf  co-oj>cration,  though  his  name  ap* 
pan  ypoo  tiie  book,  upon  that  occasion 
Adtmi  osa  froved  in  point  of  fact  that  he 
«ii  not  present.  Tbeu  it  may  happen  that 
•ilhcr  this  letter  was  not  read  at  all  where  he 

■ppean  by  the  book  to  be  present,  or  if  he 
l|pnii  I  by  the  book  to  be  present,  tlmt  he 
WW  not  actually  present. 
The  .oral,  however,  has  said 

IImI  '  inehow  connected  with 
tJQHi  ot.-ttir  niAnri  >  uf  the  Sl»effiel<!  Socii'tv, 

whin  Mr.  Tooke*s  name  appears ;  how  do 
we  koow^  till  it  is  read,  what  it  is  evtdeacc 
of?  I  do  not  admit  what  it  is  about,  nor  can 

the  allumcy-^cneral  tell  your  lordship,  nm 
fwmaiait  that  Mr.  Tooke  had  aity  thing  to  do 
with  Sheffield.  My  view  in  objccUng  to  this 
ii^  that  your  lord&hip  should  not  hear  it 
Slalied  or  read  till  it  is  made  out  by  the  anli- 

SMT  ml^  of  Ia«',  applicable  holb  to  criminal 
■ad  drii  justice,  to  be  connected  Avilh  the 

".__  I  ttiu  *orrv  to  take  up  the  lime  of Court;  ]  have  shown my&elfcxceodingly 
V  to  it,  bat  when  my  client  desires  I 

do  thi?,  lhmjj;h  for  reasons  civen  be- 
hm^  I  do  not  mycli  think  it  at  afl  of  any 

vri^t  i<i  the  cause,  I  hof»e  the  attomey-ge- 
Miml  will  not  think  wc  mcau  to  ot!'er  any 
hfeg;!!!  wc   only  m*h  to  have 
ihe  t>i  I ]>artial  administration  of 
jmtice,  aud  I  impute  the  contrary  tu  no  man. 

Mr.  GMff.—My  lord,  tins  letter,  the  con- 
of  which  [  know  not,  ia  oBbred  in  evi- 
agatn*-!  Mr.  Tooke,  with  a  view  to 

il^et  him  w'ftli  rts  coutrnls ;  and  the  ground upon  whirh  it  is  ofii^rcd  m  evidence  to  your 

liinbh  '      —that  it  is  fouud  in  the  custody 
itf^a  Al  ,  wiio  is  the  secretary  of  a  90- 
il^l  Im  .^m....  it  is  pruved  Uial  Mr.  Tooke 
himged.  Now  tomrnuu  reason  toUij  one 
thtla  tliiid  perieou  wlig  ui  not  proved  to  have 

thia  letter;  who  i&  nut  proved  to  have 
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I  pen 
V  ih 

been  present  when  it  waa  received ;  who  i»] 
not  proved  ever  lo  Iuiyc  known  that  it  ws 
in  the  custody  of  Adams ;    common  roisoi 
and  common  justice  tell  one  that  tJul  ihii 
person  ought  not  tu  he  afTcclcd  with  the  coi 
tejits  of  a  paper  so  found. 

Then  let  us  see  whether  the  rules  of  !a\ 

do  nut  lull  in  >v"^  ♦'•-'  .v'  «-  '^  'ommon  r< 
and  common  — how  can  Mr.J 
Tooke  ultimate.    .,.   -  .        iii"  «hi- 

<»nly  by  proving  lUal  he  ;it 
contents  of  it;  at  lea^l  ktiew  <  .i^j  m^ 
the  possession  of  Aditms.    Adam^  t»  here, 
Is  the  person  m  whose  custtxW  the  paper  ij 
found,  he  may  be  questioned  by  the  couqj 
for  the  crowQf  whether  Mr.  Tooke  did  knc 
that  this  paper  was  in  hi*  pcjssession,  and 
whether  Mr.  Tooke  did  know  the  contents  of 

it**thcn  can  any  man  say  that  the  simpJe 
production  of  this  paper,  loun<l  oidy  in  the 

custody  of  Mr.  Adams,  t    •'-  '    -t  evidence 
that  llic  nature  ut  this  -  «>,  for  the 
purpose  of  affecting  Mr.  1 ......  ..  lIj  it  ?    Caa 
Mr.  Tooke  be  affected  with  Ibis  letter  by  aoj^^ 
other  means  than  by  showing  that  bcjn^ 
ibund  in  the  custody  of  Adami^  it  was  tlkcre 
with  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tooke,  aod  Mr. 
Tooke  either  acted  upon  it,  or  knew  the  con- 

tents of  it?  Is  the  production  of  llic  paper, 

and  tlie  proof  that  it  was  found  in  A<Ianis'§ 
custody,  evidence  of  that  fact?  I  do  not 
admit  that  it  is  any  evidence  at  all,  but  is  it 
so  good  evidence  a.s  the  testimony  of  Mr, 
Adams  himself,  who  is  now  in  court,  and 
who  may  either  aitirro  or  deny  that  proposi- 

tion which  alone  can  affect  Mr.  Tooke — the 
proposition  tiiat  be  did,  or  not,  know  thai 
this  letter  was  in  his  custody. 
Now  not  c«nly  the  reason  and  jusiicc  of  tHe 

case,  not  only  the  nde  of  law  that  requirei 
that  where  better  evidence  can  be  given, 
wor&e  shall  i>ot  be  received  —not  only  those 
two  rules  fall  in  with  whattwe  are  contending 
for,  but  1  apprehend  your  Jordshipa  in  the  de- 

cision you  came  to  in  Mr.  blastings 's  case, 
have  expressly  decided  4hw  ipoiut ;  I  may  ha 
nusmlbrmed  upon  that  subtect,  but  I  unV 
stand  that  Itic  principle  which  decided 
that  case  was,  that  where  it  was  meant 
affect  the  accused  person  with  the  conteniB 
of  a  paper,  that  those  contents  should  not  be 
read  until  it  was  proved  that  they  did  in  aome 
respect  affect  the  prisoner. — ^Tliat  I  under* 
stand  to  be  the  question  thiit  arose  upon  the' 
Idler  from  Muiujy  Begum,  which  was  lbuni|^ 

in  Mr.  Hastings's  own  custody.  Theie 
not  there  a  Mr.  Adams  who  could  he  broughl:^ 
forward  lo  say  whether  the  prisoner  hud,  of 
not,  a  knowledge  of  the  letter;  but  there  it 
was  decided  that  until  the  prosecutor  bad 

proved  that  the  letter  was  brought  homo  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  prisoner,  tlmt  he  bad 
acted  upon  it^  or  knew  its  contents,  that  it 
could  not  he  given  in  evidence,  ycl  that  it 
might  bn  admissible  evidence  when  that  wa§J 
proved.  The  argument  was,  wc  will  first 

read  a  paper,  then  we  sliall  affcci.  Mv.  U-4&V 
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ings  with  it  af^rwards.  No,  say  the  jud^, 
you  shall  not  give  that  in  evidence  which 
may  have  some  effect  to  prejudice  the  judges, 
by  saying  you  propose  to  fix  it  upon  the  pri- 

soner afterwards,  which  possibly  you  cannot. 
So  here  a  letter,  merely  found  in  the  custody 
of  Adams,  without  proving  that  Mr.  Tooke 
knew  it  was  in  his  custody,  or  the  contents  of 
it,  we  submit  is  not  to  be  received.  We  in- 

sist here,  as  counsel  for  Mr.  Tooke,  that  you 
must  first  bring  the  contents  of  this  letter 
home  to  him  before  3^ou  can  read  it,  as  the 
counsel  for  Mr.  Hastings  contended  that  the 
managers  for  the  Commons  must  fix  Mr. 
Hastings  with  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
the  letter  from  Munny  Begum  before  they 
could  be  permitted  to  read  it.  Upon  that 
ground— upon  the  ground  I  before  stated, 
that  it  is  not  (if  it  be  any  evidence)  the  best 
evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of 

here,  we  submit  that  this  letter  cannot  be  re- 
ceived in  evidence  until  Adams  is  called,  and 

upon  his  oath  brings  this  letter  home  to  the 
prisoner. 

Mr.  ErsJiciiK.— This  letter  is  not  directed  to 
Mr.  Adams  in  the  character  of  secretary  of 
this  society,  but  it  is  a  letter  signed  by 
Ashton  at  Sheffield,  and  directed  only  <<  to 
Mr.  Adams,  Tooke's  Court,  Chancery-lane" 
*— without  desiring  him  to  \&y  it  before  the 
society,  or  even  addressing  him  in  the  cha- 

racter of  secretary. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  JiJyre.— My  difficulty 

arose  from  the  mere  circumstance  of  Mr 

Adams  having  been  in  court,  all  alone;  hav- 
ing been  examined  to  a  great  number  of  other 

particulars,  and  consequently  being  able  to 
give  a  more  satisfactory  account  of  this  paper, 
than  layin«5  it  before  ihe  jury  upon  the  mere 
evidence  ot  the  paper  having  been  found  in 
his  possession.  Surely  the  former  determi- 

nation of  to-day  does  not  touch  this  case,  be- 
cause that  determination  was  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  the  mere  finding  of  these  books  upon 

a  Mr.  Adams,  before  any  evidence  was  given 
that  Adams  had  any  connexion  either  with 
the  prisoner  in  particular,  or  with  that  society 
in  general,  whose  proceedings  they  purported 
to  be,  and  1  was  of  opinion  that  that  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  be  let  in  as  proof  that 
they  had  any  thing  to  do  with  a  society  of  the 
name  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 

mation, frtill  loss  with  the  prisoner. 
If  the  attorney- general  insists  upon  this 

goin^  to  the  jury  upon  the  mere  circumstance 
of  bcmg  found  \\\h)\\  Adams,  I  think  it  must 
go  to  the  jury,  but  it  will  go  to  the  jury  in  so 
mutilated  a  way,  that  there  will  he  no  evi- 

dence to  bring  It  home  to  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar ;  but  it  w(Miid  \)e  upon  the  ground  on 
which  a  multitude  of  papers  were  admitted  in 
the  last  cause,  and  must  necessarily  be  iu  all 
cases  of  this  nature,  where  there  is  a  general 
conspiracy  charged,  in  which  there  are  a 
great   number  of  agents  ;    all   that  which 
S roves  the  transactions  of  any  of  those  agents 
ccomes  general  evidence  iu  tiic  cauac  with 

respect  to  the  general  nature  of  the  conspi- 
racy, leaving  the  particular  part  which  belongs 

to  the  prisoner  to  be  proved  by  direct  evi* 
dence  applicable  to  him.  I  thought  it  would 
have  been  the  better  way  to  have  asked 
Adams  the  question  that  has  been  suggested. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  would  not  have 
insisted  on  it  upon  any  other  ground  than 
this,  that  conceiving  it  evidence,  I  do  not 
think  I  am  at  liberty  to  sacrifice  the  great 
principles  of  the  rules  of  law,  however  useful 
It  may  be  to  go  beyond  tliem  in  a  particular case. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  thank  you  for 
calling  us  back  to  our  rules,  for  certainly  we 
ought  not  to  forget  in  this  cause  what  we  did in  the  last. 

Mr.  Ijtw. — ^The  point  to  which  my  friends 
have  alluded,  that  occurred  on  the  trid  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  was  a  mere  question  of  law— 
whether  a  person  transmitting  ex  officio  some 
papers  respecting  a  charge  of  Nundoconoar, 
made  behind  the  back  of  Mr.  Hastings,  when 
he  dissolved  the  council,  and  went  away— 
whether  those  papers  were  evidence  of  the fact. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — There  was  no- 
thing in  that  case  but  the  mere  personal 

charge  against  Mr.  Hastings ;  there  was  no 
conspirac^v  in  which  other  persons  were  or 
coula  be  implicateil. 

Mr.  Justice  Luwrence. — In  lord  Strafford's 
case,*  a  great  deal  was  proved  against  lord 
Strafford  in  Spain,  the  Low  Countries,  Italy, 

and  various  other  places;  and  in  lord  I/)vat*st 
case  a  great  deal  was  proved  against  him  that 
was  done  in  various  plates,  and  unless  ulti- 

mately brought  and  fixed  upon  him  it  amount- ed to  nothing. 

[The  letter  was  read.] 

[HWc  Hardy's  Trial,  ant^,  Vol.  24,  p.  1017.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — In  this  letter  from 
Ashton  to  Adams,  we  propose  to  prove  that 

there  is  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — W  e  are  come 

now  to  a  time  of  night,  and  the  cause  is  in 
such  a  stage,  as  I  think  makes  it  absolutely 
necessary  lor  the  Court  now  to  come  to  some 
resolution  as  to  its  future  proceedings.  I  ob- 

served that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  did  early 
in  the  niorning  expressly  protest  against 
any  adjournment,  ̂   and  it  undoubtedly  is  a 
point  in  which  he  is  materially  interested, 
and  in  which  the  crown  is  also  materially  in- 

terested. Before  the  Court  do  come  to*  any definitive  resolution  upon  it,  they  are  ready 
to  hear  any  thing  tliat  on  either  side  it  may 
be  thought  fit  to  offer  to  them  upon  the  sub- 

ject. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— i)n  the  part  of  the 
prosecution  I  wish  to  submit  entirely  to  the 

•  Vol.  3  of  this  Collection,  p.  1381. 
t  Vol.  18  of  this  CoileclioD,  p.  529. 

X  Sec  p.  ?3. 



Jbr  High  TrtasoH. 

wnd  olcafiire  of  the  C'oiiri  ncling  w- 
to  woal  ihcy  thi^^k  to   be  law  and 

If^p,    .,n.,r»    11,.-.    cli.^.f        It   i«i   my  duty  lu 
►Jir*  I  hasp  ionccriie<)  oil 
oi...  _  evidence  I  htive  to 

4  Uie   project! U on  must 
a  -  "I  of  titnr — I  am  myscil 

\j  to  exc«  uic  tny  doty  in  any  way  the 
may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Tituke. — An  lar  as  reUtes  to  myself, 
eoftfit»^]|  th^t  what  I  said  when  tiri»t  I  cn- 

Ibe  court  still  impresses  my  mmd;  not 
it  afltci?  me,  but  ufijn  my  honour,  wiiU 
^n-  '  :;.d  Ci.ivsidvf.Uiou  whatever,  I 

luiniii  liiw  uiul  priiclicc  of  the 
,ly  concerned  in  what  has  pass- 

but,  *t  the  «^^rai"  tiint%  the  kindness,  the 
Ll^rrMt-  I  ti^vc  mrl  with— becjiuse  in  thai 

indiilgrnce,  and  nolxxly  feets 
It  .  than!  do — I  leave  it  entirely 

Ut€  i  uitfif  iviioniust  be  h«;Ucr  ̂ blc  lojudge 
(  mti  ut  that  vhi(  h  is  tit  for  the  fiubjeiu 

iand.     I    beg  yonr   Uird^hip  to  be 
l(tj,    that   whatever  you   wish  me  lo 

-T  do  not  btty  what  you  recommend,  be- 
I    am  per:^uadtd  ynu  will  not  recom- 
but  1  brg  yi»ur  lordship  to  believe  iha* 

ll»»l  which  yovi  wish  mv.  loa^kf  because 
will  not  call  upon  me  to  consent; 
ol  the  land  CdU  never  be  {fot  rid 
»n^iit  of  a  poor  miserable  pn- 
rrhaps  trembles  for  his  life,  uofl 

itttever  he  guesses  would  be  re- 
ided  by  the  Court.     And  I  repeat  to 
I,  thiit  I  beg  to  be  understood  to  ask 

rinch  they  would  wish  me  lo  ask, 
J^rtj  (  hief  Ju*»licc  Eyte. — Nothing  can  be 

Lt  than  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner 
ii  this  subject  of  ttdjourniueiil  has 

8  grrat  deul  of  our  anxious  consi- 
*  ice  it  wiis  first  stirlt-d,  and  since 
"*'?nite  magnitude  and  extent  of was  to  be  tried.    There  can 

t  thai  the  general  nde  is,  that, 
i  liiimal  proceedings  more  especially, 
r  ii,  il   po»<«iliile,  to  be  no  adjourn- 

prt>reedings  should  ̂ o  on  without 
11,  and    particularly  tliat   the  jury 

•Lou.J  uul  bcbe[)anilcd,  and  that  there  should 
U-  iiu  ncccH^  lu  rhcni  until  they  have  given 
t  '  ( t.     1  do  nut  know  that  it  ever  un- 

oJcmn  coiiHideruliou,csiepl  in  one 
i%r  .if  U,r\\  Dciumcrt"  :*f  that  was  a 

.1  '  ,   t      t'ise  it  was  before  Loi'd<» 
\t.  il  '^'rjittment.     The  diffi- 

1  could  bf  adjourn- 
!  ue  with  the  Lords 

I  the  common  law,  who 
lilted  upon  it;  they  deli- 

rtr  opimtMi,  that  in  the  courts 
.  when  once  charged,  were  uot 
d  till  they  iiuu  pronounced 

iiat  they  were  not  to  separate; 
:it  ihL  *  our>e  was  to  go  on  without  in* 
lion.    They  did  nol  prei»umc  lo  say 

CoUectton,  Vol.  11,  p.  509. 

'[ 

kd'd. 

what  the  rule  was  in  parliament :  Uiey  re- 
ferred to  a  general  usa^^e  in  the  courts  of 

common  law  (not  rcspc  v  .'  '-i-  ...  .  .r..i.[ cases  in  particular— not . 
in  crimin>il  cases,  but   r.,     -^     i    .  , 
taking  it  upon  the  general  principle),  that  a 
jury  once  charged  are  uul  lo  l)e  ̂ epirated  tdl 
they  have  pronounced  their  verdicL 

L'pon  the  authority  of  tliul  case,  and  upOQ 
tlie  practice,  it  undoubtedly  is  so  far  c»tii« 
blished,  thii  there  never  ought  to  be  »*n  h«|^ 

journment  orsejiaraiion,  m  rtii     '  !ia jury,  if  it  can  be  avoided  .  bui 
il  necessity  so  urgent  itial  all  limse-  [h  >iiri|»if;s 
of  justice,  whicti  <itigiiwlly  demanded  that 
lli€:rei.hould  be  no  adjournmeol,  would  loudly 
call  fur  an  adjournmetU ;  liccduse  ihe  true 
principle  upon  winch  it  is  required  that 
there  should  be  no  adjournment  is  for  the 
furtherance  ot  ju^^ticc,  that  tt  may  be  quite 
sure  tiiat  justice  will  be  done,  both  to  the 
crown  atHl  to  the  prisoner ;  that  there  should 
he  no  opportunity  of  having  intercourse  with 
the  jury,  and  that  there  may  be  no  improper 
inihiencc  upon  the  minds  of  those  who 
\n  liny  manner  lo  lake  a  part  in  the  decisic 
of  the  cause.  Thai  is  the  general  ground  upon 
which  (his  nde  ha!;  been  established  But 
let  a  case  ari<e  in  which  it  is  manilcst  that  if 
the  cau!»c  goes  on,  without  intemiption  or  ad- 

journment, il  IS  utterly  impossible  Hut  juslice 
should  he  done ;  if  il  is  likely  lo  go  into 
length  which  will  cxhauitt  the  huiuati  iacul 
ties,  let  them  be  as  powerful  and  as  strong 
they  may  be ;  that  neither  Ihe  judge  can  pr( 
serve  his  faculties  to  cooduct  the  trial,  nor 
jury  can  preserve  that  attention  wiiich  is  Q( 
cessary  to  enable  them  to  comprehend  whi 
the  justice  of  the  case  is :  what  is  it  we  should^j 
be  domg,  by  going  on  with  such  a  ttial,  bnl 
delivering  over  the  life  and  honour  of  a  pri;^] 
soner,  and  delivering  over  the  public  justi< 
of  the  country,  to  the  accidental  reivuU  of 
that  confusion  with  which  such  ;i  case  mui 

go  to  the  naindsof  a  jury  when  the  trial  ii closed  ? 

Supposing  thai  it  was  possible  for  hums 
cxerlioiis  to  enable  us  to  get  to  that  leogtb. 
tlicrc  arc  then  many  other  considerations 
extienic  importance.  What  if  any  of  the  jur 

I  should  be  so  totally  disabled,  in  consequenci 
of  the  fatigue  and  want  of  necessary  refresh- 

ment, that  they  cannot  proceed,  that  thcj 
mighl  even  die  before  they  could  pronoun< 
their  verdict  I  Wc  have  had  an  mtimalit 
that  two  hundreil  hours  wert  spent  in  thedi 
cubsiun  of  liic  last  case  of  this  sort;  I  kno^J 
what  it  was  to  suslaio  the  fatigue  vt  eighl 

days  attendance,  with  the  small  'intervals  oj rest  that  we  had.  My  own  ta.se  is  a  ams 
consideration,  because  my  individual 
would  have  been  exceedingly  well  supplit 

by  my  lord  and  my  brothers ;  but  what  if.  iiHiJ 
stead  of  my  U  '  \cd,  it  had  happeDe<i| that  one  of  i  J  been!  the  consi 

quence  would  li.i<,<  ..•  ̂ m,  the  prisoner  must' 
have  had  all  ttiis  trial  lo  uivdvit'^)  ̂ ^^^^^  &\\.«:.\ 
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all  the  evidence  had  heen  closed ;  tnd  tfter 
all  those  evils  would  necessarily  have  arisen, 
which  it  was  the  object  ofrefiisingan  adjourn- 

ment to  guard  against. 
It  does  appear  to  me,  therefore,  if  w^.  «up> 

pose  the  necessity  to  be  well  established,  that 
It  b  of  so  Dowerful  a  nature  as  to  control  the 
general  rule  and  the  general  practice.  Now 

how  ureent  that  necess'ftj  is,  we  mtij  learn from  what  dicT  happen  in  the  last  cause,  and 
Irom  what  we  now  see  must  happen  in  this 
cause.  It  does  appear  to  me  that  tnere  is  not 
anv  chance  of  our  going  through  this  trial, 
either  with  justice  to  the  public  or  with  jus- 

tice to  the  prisoner,  add  without  manifest  ha- 
2ard  to  the  prisoner,  in  case  it  should  happen 
that  a  juryman  should  sink  under  the  fktigue; 
and  that  the  end^  of  justice,  imd  a  duo  con- 

cern for  the  safety  of  the  prisoner,  does,  in 
truth,  oblige  us  to  direct  that  an  adjournment 
should  be  made,  and  to  go  on  as  closely  and 
diligently  al  we  can,  with  such  an  interval  of 
refreshment  and  rest  as  may  enable  us  to 
donie  to  the  end  of  this  cause  with  some 
tolerable  ability  to  comprehend  what  the  cause 
is.  I  will  not  put  the  prisdner  to  ask  any 
thing — if  an  advantage  may  arise  to  him,  let 
him  have  the  benefit  of  it — my  own  idea  is, 
that,  without  asking  the  consent  of  either  the 
prosecutor  or  the  prisoner,  the  Court  ie  bound 
to  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  that  does 
belotig  to  directing  an  adjourbroent  in  a  case 
so  circumstanced,  and  that  the  Court  ought 
to  do  it,  taking  the  consequences,  whatever 
they  may  be. 

]^rd  Chief  Baron  Macdonald. — Since  the 
last  trial  I  have  revoIvc<]  this  subject  very  much 
in  my  own  mind ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  tliat 
when  we  come  to  consider  what  is  the  rule, 
it  will  resolve  itself  into  this  sort  of  consi- 

deration. The  ubject  of  the  rule  that  the 
jury  shall  not  go  out  of  court  is,  that  thev 
shall  be  inaccessible;  the  method  in  which 
tliat  has  been  secured  is,  by  their  not  going 
out  of  court :  that  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
substance  of  the  principle  has  been  obtained. 
But  if  you  can  nreserve  the  spirit,  and  are 
forced  by  physical  necessity  to  make  the  form 
bend,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  sacred 
principle  of  law  is  materially  trenched  upon, 
if  the  jury  continue  inaccessible.  And  it  does 
not  absolutely  require  that  all  the  constituent 
members  of  the  court — in  which  I  include  the 
counsel  on  both  sides,  who  are  to  set  forth 

their  case ;  the  jur>',  who  siirc  ultimately  to 
determine  the  fact ;  the  judges,  who  are  to 
see  that  the  law  is  declared  on  both  sides, 
and  with  especial  care  on  the  side  of  the  pri- 

soner; if  the  rule  of  law  cannot  be  preserved, 
consistent  with  physical  necessity,  it  seems  to 
me  the  Court  is  jubtified  in  deviating  from  the 
l^rticular  mode  that  has  obtained,  taking 
care  that  the  jury  do  continue  inaccessible. 

Now,  for  example,  were  the  prisoner's  case to  come  forth  at  ttiis  moment,  I  confess  my- 
self, for  one,  after  fourteen  hours  close  atten- 
tion^ to  be  utteriy  incapable  of  dohq;  niy  dnty 

towards  him.  I  think  Ins  intereM  it  espe* 
cially  coAcerided  in  it ;  and  the  rather,  becMM 
his  case  comes  after  the  attention  of  both  tbt 
beneSi  and  the  jury  is  exhausted ;  he  woqU 
come  with  peeuliar  disadvantage,  if,  when  wt 
were  worn  out  beyond  what  our  power  vnd 
strength  can  bear,  we  were  to  be  called  upon to  consider  his  case. 

Upon  these  considerations,  which  have 

we'iehed  mfiich  with  me,  added  to  what  'iky loTcT  chief  justice  has  said,  h  seems  to  Me, 
the  thing  is  perfectlv  in  its  right  train^  that 
the  prisoner  should  have  no  coiioem  m  the 
matter  at  all,  but  that  be  should  leave  tlie 
deviation  from  the  manner  in  which  the  in- 

accessibility of  the  jury  has  constantly  hitherto 
been  preserved,  to  the  Court^  wh6  are  driven 
t6  that  deviation  by  absolute  necessity.  There 
has  been  a  case  where  this  has  occurred— the 
case  of  Elizabeth  Canning  ;*  and  there,  wbett 
physical  necessity  forced  an  adjournment, 
there  it  was  complied  with:  bnt,  except  in 
the  case  of  physical  necessity  or  impoeubi* 
lity,  undoybtedly  the  rule  ought  to  be  ob- 
served. 

Mr.  Tookt. — In  order  to  meet  your  lordship 
here  to-day  at  eight  o'clock,  1  was  compelled 
to  get  up  at  between  three  and  four ;  and  that 
wiU  be  my  case  every  day.  I  labour  under  a 
very  painful  infirmity,f  and  I  roust  be  op 
four  or  five  hours  before  I  can  come  here. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  lilyre.— -What  can  w« 
do  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Tookf., — If  I  eo  from  hence,  and  am  to 
attend  very  early,  I  shall  have  no  time  for sleep. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £jfre.— What  I  pur- 
posed was  to  meet  at  nine  in  the  morning, 

and  sit  till  nine  at  night  punctually,  with  an 
interval  of  one  quarter  of  an  hour  only  to  take 
refreshment. 

Mr.  Tookt. — I  will  do  llie  utmost  in  my 

power. Lord  Chief  Justice  ifyr€.— We  shall  not 
press  you,  Mr.  Tooke,  if  your  infirmitica 
should  require  our  waiting  a  little  for  you. 

Mr.  Tookt.^l  will  endeavour  not  to  sufief 
your  lordships  to  vraiL 

•  In  this  Collection,  Vol.  19,  p.  283. 
t  "  In  1794,  while  confined  in  the  Tower, 

Mr.  Tooke's  health  suffered  eeneraily.  and 
the  complaint  [in  the  rectum]  first  alluded 
to^  increased  greatly,  so  as  to  affect  certain 

of^  the  passages ;  but  his  pleasantries  and sallies  of  wit  never  forsook  him  even  for  a 
moment.  He  was  then  attended  by  Dr. 
Pearson,  Mr.  Keate,  and  Mr.  Cline;  and  on 
hearing  them  one  day  speak  of  the  attention 
to  be  paid  to  the  neck  of  the  organ  affect49d, 
he  said  gaily.  <  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
*  for  your  kind  care,  in  respect  to  that  par- 
<  ticular  part,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  eatend 
<  it  to  another  neck^  no  less  valuable,  ud  no 

<  less  in  jeopardy  1" '  Ifonoirf  tf  Jgtim Tot^kif  internerted  wUh  onginaidi 

Soeifty  qfihe  itiidU  Tm^ki  rU^%,  fJ4gM. 



im 
It  now  betng  half  p&st  ten 

i(mtt$   in  the  Old  Bailey,  Tuctday, 
^  Nwemhtr  the  \wk. 

Peesent, 

Itisike  Eyre ;  Lord  Chief  BaroD 

5ii«tice 
Id ;    Mr.    Baron    Hotham ;    Mr. 
Gfu5C  ;    Mr*    Jiislicc  Lft^reoce  ; 

mi4  uU>ers,  his  nu^jesly's  Justices,  &c, 
/o4m  Horns  Tookc  set  to  iho  bar. 

'Mr.  Thomat  MatUan  called  agaia. 
tCr,  tkm*r^ljoi>k  nt  th»t  jpttper—Wbere 

iiil  jMi  find  ti?-<>I  ibuod  U  b  the  (lo^^^sioD 
of  Bir.  Adaioft. 

Ur  Hfr  TTii'  is  t  letter  from  the  So< 
ddy  fof  Coodtituliunal  Information,  at  Shef- 

hm» IP  Uw*  Adams.  Mr.  Wo^n'  '  "  prove 
vlwniw  e(HB0i»  that  some  inu  ^  are 

Me*  *IMc«'s  hind-writing :  wt:  ̂ ni  icaii  the 
ktlir  la  tk»  me&o  time. 

[It  was  read.] 

IKtd^  Hardj'i  trial,  an^a,  Vol.  34,  p.  lOld  ] 
Mr.  WUtiam  Wood/all  called  again. 

Mr.  &»i«r.— Look  at  the  words  that  ate  in* 
f  liiMd  in  thia  ktter  ? — In  tlie  ̂ rst  pagie 
^ktm  is  A  word  struck  out ;  1  beli«ve  ̂   gaurH- 
«Hl/*biU  it  is  «o  obliterated  that  it  is  not  easily 
ijifffmilhir.  and  the  word  '*  Couniry"  inserted. 

Ia  whose  hjind'writiag  ?— 1   believe    Mr. 

Mr.  T^J^. — It  is  certainly  mine. 
X>Qffd  Chiiif  .Justice  £yrtf.^What  are  (he 

■Iterations. 

Mf .  BodNtr,— The  alteratton  in  Mr.  Tookc's 

JbAiid^wrttiogisin  two  plitces  **  u  radtCiU  re- 
/wm  9f  tkt  Couiiity'*  ia&lcad  of*'  tt  radical  rt- 
£tr^  iff  ih€  goven^metU,"  a»  it  stood  before  i- — 
jIlC  next  is"  lOiiiUttiiry  anddeiirahU  an  object  oi 

m  liiPrw^A  r^onualittn  of  our  dmntry,^*  which 
alft»  Mood  ongiiiaUy  ̂ ^Gtrvernjucnt."  We  are 
MMT  gIDtllg  to  read  an  entry  from  the  book  of 
Hm    GcMi&titutioDal  Society    of  tlte  l^th  of 

[It  waa  read.] 

■  ̂ 'Al  »  Meeting  heid  U  the  Stcrclary**, 
Tooke*»-«>urtt  Chancery-lane,  Friday,  lOth  of 
Mpicb,  U9tt 

**  Pre^ikt, 

♦*  J.  H-  Tooke,  esq,  in  the  chair, 

^Hr.^aine,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 

ilism,  Mt  I'rc.fti,  Capt.  Tookc  Hifwood, 
Mr.  M  r.  A,  Bush,  Mr.  G.  Lloyd, 
Re*.;'  -, 

••  J«iiicai  Milt  kuitosh  and  Joel  Barlow, esqrs. 
WCfe  MliafUiDot4»l>  clecUd  honorary  members. '' 

**  Ordcrtd,  That  the  Mcrciuy  do   JAform 

A.  D,  1' 
James  Mackintosh,  esq.  author  of  Vindicias 
Gallics^  that  he  has  been  this  day    unani^ 
mou&Iy  elected  an  honorary  member  of  thii|-^ 

society." "  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  infom 
Joel  Barlow,  esq.  author  of  the  Advice  to  Pri- 

vileged Orders,  that  he  has  been  this  day  una- 
niroousty  elected  an  honorary  member  of  thia.| 

society." "  Tl>e  chairmaii  of  the  -       '    fnr  Consti*' 
tutionai  Informalion,  ei>i  Vtanchc! 
ter,  having  communicatcu  j^u  Liii:>  Society  thtt 
follow  ing  reiolu  tioQs : 

«  BuiVi  Head  Inn,  Hanchetier,  March  II 
1792. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Constir] 
ttitional  Society,  held  lliis  day,  it  was  ui 
mously  resolved, 

**  Thai  the  thanks  of  this  society  are 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  the  publitation  of  I 
"  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  coral 
*  ning  Principle  and  Practice;  "a  work  of  the 
highest  importance    to  every  nation  under 
heaven,  but  Darticutarly  to  this,  as  contaming 
excellent  and  practicable  plans  for  an  immedi- 

ate and  considerable  reduction  of  the  public 
expenditure ;  for  the  prevention  of  wars  ;  for 
the  extension  of  our  manufactures  and  com- 

merce; for  the  education  of  the  youu^;  for 
the  comfortable  suf^port  of  the  aged  ;  for  the 

better  maintenance  of  the  poor  "of  every  de- scription ;  and,  finally,  for  lessening  greatly, 
and  without  drlay,  the  enormous  load  of  taxcp 
tuider  which  this  country,  at  present,  labours. 

**  That  this  society  congratulate  their  coun« 

iiy  at  iarge  on  the  inHuence  which  Mr«  Paiue's 
public^ioDs  appear  to  have  had  in  procuring 
the  repeal  of  some  oppressive  taxes  in  the  pre- 

sent session  of  parbanient ;  utid  they  hope 
that  this  adoption  of  a   &maJl   part  of  Mr. 

Paiae'g  idem  will  te  foUmcai  htf  Ihv  mmi  tire* 
nu0ui  tgertioni  to  acctwtpUih  a  i'tr>.  ,/i 
in  tUc  prtMut  iawiequuie  lialc  oj   j  ■  n- 
ifUion  of  the  Mopte ;  and  that  the  oih^r  grctit 
plans  of  public  bene6t,  which  Mr.  Paine  has 
6o  powerfully  recommended,  will  be  ipefidily 
carried  into  effect. 

(Signed)    **  Thomas  Walker,  president. 
•'Samuel  Jack-»on,  secretary/' 

«  Ordered,  Thai  the  secretary  do  return,  to 
the  chairman  of  the  society  at  Manchestar, 

I  Lliettianka  uf  this  society  for  his  cominunica- 
tion ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  him  thattbis 
society  does  heartdy  concur  in  the  above 

resottitions." "  Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be 
published  twice  in  the  (olio wing  piipcrs; 
Tirac&,Po&lJ  ,  World,  Argut*, English 
Chronicle,  a  I  i!  Lvcuing;  and  signed 

by  die  chairmiin." 
Mr.  Bcwtr, — We  will  now  show  that  the 

minutci  of  those  proceeding  are  in  Mr. 
Tooke'e  hand-writing;  Mr.  looke  waa  that 
day  in  the. chair. 
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Wr.  Woodfall—l  believe  this  is  all  the 

hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke,  except  the  iden- 
tification. 

Mr.  rooAc— They  are  all  in  my  hand-wri- 
ting. 

£The  rough  draft  of  the  minutes  jvas  read.] 

Mr.  B<w<r.— We  will  now  read  the  pro- 
cecdinj^s  of  the  23d  of  March,  179^.  Mr. 
WoodTall,  do  70U  knoW  whose  hand-writing 

thai  isP — ^This  is  the  paper  I  proved  last  night. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  llvr^.— >Does  the  paper, 

which  is  wafercd  to  the  Sook,  contain  the  same 
resolutions  as  arc  entered  in  tlie  book,  or  are 
theMe  the  resolutions  themselves  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— The  wafered  paper, 
which  is  a  printed  paper,  has  an  introduction 
in  the  hann-writing  or  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Gibbi. — I  think  that  was  not  found 
wafered. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  —Yes,  it  was ;  but  it 
was  broke  offby  the  witness  last  night. 

[It  was  read.] 

*'  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Sccretary*s  house 
Tookc's  court,  Chancery-laoe^  Friday,  28d  of March,  1792, 

**  Pbesent, 

"  Capt.  W.  Tooke  Ilarwood  in  the  chair, 

'<  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Merrv,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Bailey,  Mr.  Bush,  51r.  Aspioal,  Mr.  Bonney 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  A.  Bush, 
Mr.  Sharpc,  Mr.  Lloyd. 

"  This  society  having  received  the  following 
and  other  communications  from  Sheffield  {in 

writing)^  *  Sheffield  Society  for  Constitutional 
*  Information,  (in  print)  » March  14, 1792.' 
(in  writing. y* 

"  This  society,  composed  chiefly  of  the  ma- 

nufacturers of'  Sheffield,  began  about  four months  ago,  and  is  already  increased  to  nearly 
two  thou!*and  member*),  and  is  daily  increa'^ing 
exclusive  of  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages, 
who  are  forming  themselves  into  sitiular 
societies. 

"  Considering  as  we  do,  that  the  want  of 
knowledge  and  information  in  the  general 
mass  of  the  people,  has  exposed  them  to  num- 

berless impositions  and  abuses,  the  exertions 
of  this  society  are  directed  to  the  acquirement 
of  useful  knowledge,  and  to  spread  the  same 
as  far  as  our  endeavours  and  abilities  can  ex- 
tend. 

**  We  declare  that  we  have  derived  more 
true  know}e<lge  from  the  two  works  of  Mr. 

Thomas  Paine,  intituled*  Rights  of  Man,  part 
the  first  and  second,*  than  from  any  other 
author  on  the  suiject.  The  practice  as  well 

aH  the  principle  of  government  is  laid'down.in 
those  works  in  a  manner  so  clear  and  irresist- 

tibly  convincing,  that  this  society  do  hereby 
resolve  to  ̂ iveliieirtlianks  to  Mr.  Paine  for 
his  two  Mud  publications,  intituled  *  Rights  of 
^Man^'^parUlstaodsd.    Alio 

Trial  of  John  Home  Tooie  1136 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  society  be  given  to  Mr.  Paine  for  the 
affectionate  concern  he  has  shown  in  his  se-- 
cond  work  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  the  infant, 

and  the  a^ed,  who,  notwithstanding  the  opu- 
lence which  blesses  other  parts  of  the  com- 

munity, are,  by  the  grievous  weight  of  taxes, 
rendered  the  miserable  victims  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness. 

"  Resolved  tmaniraously,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  society  be  given  to  John  Home  Tooke, 
esq.  for  his  meritorious  suppoit  of  our  lawful 
privileges,  as  a  firm  advocate  of  our  natural 
and  just  rights,  the  establishment  of  an  equal 
representation  of  the  people. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  Society 
disdaining  to  be  considered  either  of  a  minis- 

terial or  an  opposition  party  (names  of  which 
we  are  tired,  havine  keen  so  oflen  deceived 

by  both),  do  ardently  recommend  it  to  all 
their  fellow-citizens,  mto  whose  hands  these 
resolutions  may  come,  to  confer  seriously  and 
calmly  with  each  other  on  the  subject  alluded 
to ;  and  to  manifest  to  the  world  that  the 
spirit  of  tnie  liberty  is  a  spirit  of  order ;  and 
that  to  obtain  justice,  it  is  consistent  that  we 
be  just  ourselves. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  Thai  these  reso- 
lutions be  printed,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be 

transmitted  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  in  London,  requesting  their  ap- 

probation for  twelve  of  our  friends  to  be  en- 
tered into  the  society,  for  the  purpose  of  estar 

blisliing  a  connexion,  and  a  regular  commu- 
nication with  that  and  all  other  similar  socie^- 

ties  in  the  kingdom.  By  order  of  the  com* 
mittee, 

"  David  Martin,  chairman.*^ 

[Note.     The  following  Resolutions  zoere  in writing  ;  j 

"  Ordered,  That  the  secretiry  do  return 
the  thanks  of  this  Society  to  Ihe  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  established  at 

Sheffield;  and  that  he  express*  to  them  with 
what  frientlship  and  artection  this  si»cirty  em- 

braces them  as  brothers,  and  fellow- labourers 
in  the  same  cause.  That  he  do  assure  them 
of  our  entire  concurrence  with  their  opinion, 
viz.  That  the  people  of  this  country  are  not, 
as  Mr.  Burke  terms  them,  Swin  i: ;  but  rational 

beings,  better  qualitied  to  separate  truth  from 
error  than  himself,  possessing  more  honesty, 
and  less  craft 

"  Kesolvqd,  That  this  society  will,  on  Fri- 
day next,  March  30lh,  ballot  tor  twelve  asso* 

cialcd  members,  recommen«lcd  by  the  Shef- 
field committte,and  approved  at  thi««  meeting. 

**  W.  Tooke  Harwood,  chairman/' 

Mr.  Bower. — Ix>ok  at  the  minutes  of  March 
30th. 

**  At  a  Mccling  held  at  the  Secretaiy's 
house.  No.  4,  TookeVcourt,  Chaiic«ry-ltne| 
Friday,  80th  of  March,  170i, 



)r  titg^  Treasonl 

"    PllKSFNT, 

*•  yb^  Carl  Wright,  in  the  chaif, 

J.  L^  B*tlcv,  Mr,  Jeremhih  Batley,  Mr. 
»    ̂      •'     L  Adorns,  Mr.  West,  iJr  Ed- 

ivcll,  Mr  Tuffio,  Mr  Iloili^ 

,  ...-,.,   ;ir.  A- ligsl),   Mr,   I'aiuc,  Mr, 
I,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Uckhart,  Mr.  Jf»el 

»w,  Mr.  T.  Uarwood,  coionel  Ba^vilie^ 

,  Thai  th-  "---'—     ^,  inform 
of  llie  <  ••fictv  al 
Uic  elct.1       :   -      ,,c  of  tlieir 

BKiobcrs  i»  assucmtai  members  of  this  so- 
ditSr. 

**  fiead  a  letter  with  inclose<l  resohitions 
ffOtn    Mr.  Thnmi^   ITjnIy,    srcretary  to  the 

CbfTT* 
••  O  V  do  acknow> 

U(%c  '  c  ̂ ujil  p:i|->crs. 
♦*  1'  I  le  follwwing  rcsolutioni 

froni  ICK-  aixnc  sQcjcty  be  published  in  the 

*^  Ordcrr'    T*    •  "lie  following  resolutiuos 
cfllu»MM:j  itbhcd  with  them. 

•  The  icu.i..,.  i  -   .iig  this  day  rccei\'ed  the 

Jil0Oinsig  commmiiaitioti;  vidc'ticU : 
"  Lond^m  Cormponding  SoHefy. 

•  BcsoTvrH ,  Thai  every  Individual  has  a 
I  the  government  of  that  so- 

liu  IS  a'  member,  unless  inca- 

IU»olved,  That  nothinfi;  but  oon-age,  % 
ofreas«n,  oran  orfence  asjitinst  the 

^KWai  nilc»  of  soriety  can  incBpucitAle  him. 

-  Hr  '  I  Thai  it  ii.  no  less  ihe  righl 
Umo  '  of  every  citizen   to  keep  a 
mlcLi^.  - ..  -11  tlie  government  of  his  coun- 
Iry^lital  tlie  Uvr*)  by  Itpin^  multinhed  do  not 
diigKDrrMTe  irao  oppression;  hou  that  those 
vfao  :.  d  with  the  guvernuietit,  do 
ttoc  »\'  private  ialtre^t  fur  pubhc  ad> 
vaolajKv. 

*  Acaolred,  That  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tMi  are  not  ̂ o(>crly  r«pre»enled  in  parlia- 

*'  Bctoked^  That  in  c^^nscqucnce  of  a  par- 
Caly  uoequal,  and  muder|uatc  rcpre^cnt^ition, 
Mijelhcr  with  ii>c  corru|)t  method  in  which 
■iMmmativcs  an-  r|<  <  ted,  oppressive  uxcs, 
^tfyigt  i»»^--  T,^i.irn..n.  ..♦  hherty,  and  v^oat- 
tag^Ol  :ivc  ensued. 

**  l^  Illy  remedy  lo  those 
^rtlt  1  i  mipiiriial  represeDtation  of 
tl}r  T'  irliatiieut. 

.  d»  rhrtl  a  feir  and  imparlial  re- 
y  fi  f'nn  nrvcr  t;ikc  place  until  partial 
fciil-  »tl ;  and  the  strong  temp 
titJOi«  ( turf>  uflofds  a  prebump- 
tiv*  |iif<ir,  mat  I  lie  rcpri'vritatives  of  this 
CMnknr  >eid<mi  procure  a  seat  in  piirliamenl, 

ftacn  the  ur^   '  •    ■  ''■    -rsol  -a  Iree  people. 
•*  Kcsol  vocicty  do  eipren*. 

tiieiraliboxt^.'^,  ..   ..it and  violence;  and 
tbalp  tt  tbej  aim  at  rGiorm  Qot  anarchy^  rea^ 
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son,  firmri**.'!  ant\  Mn:ir»imifv  hr  the odIv  arms 
they  em  I' :  fellow-cUieent 
lo  exert,  i  '  n 

**  Or<l€red,  1  imt  the  *»t:creLiry  of  this  society 
do  f omnjt?Ti»jirte  the  foregoinu  to  the  societies 
for  t  tial  Inform  ttion,  established  in 
iMtii  ficiter^  Jind*hcffield. 

*'  ay  Older  of  ihe  Conmiittce , 

*«  TitoMA't  Haudy,  secretarj*.** 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  this  so- 
ciety do  express  to  the  Corrc?* ponding  Society, 

tlie  extreme  satis fiic lion  wliith  wc  h;»ve  re- 
ceived by  the  above  lornmunicatton  ;  and  lo 

assitre  them  of  our  desire  to  continue  to  cor> 

respond  and  co-opcrale  with  thim»  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  ftiir  representatioQ  of 

the  people  io  parliament." 
Mr.  Bmrrr,— Mr,  Wood  fail,  look  at  the 

words—"  I'homas  Hardy,  Secretary,"  and 
slate  whose  hand-writing  they  are? — I  be- 

lieve they  are  Mr.  Tookc's. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  will  now  call 

Maclean  to  prove  that  he  founds  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Adams,  the  rough  draft  of 

lhos€  resolutions,  thus  stated  to  be  sent  by 
the  London  Corresponding  Society;  and  the 

haod-vvriting  to  ihe  rough  draft  **  Thomas 
IJardv,  secretarv,"  has  now  been  proved,  by 
Mr.  WoodfaU,  to  be  Mr.  Tooke's. 

Mr  liMihe. ^-li  certainly  is  my  hand-writ* 
ing;  but  will  you  nol  prove  who  signed — 
**  Jolm  Cartwright,"  at  the  boUom  of  the 
other  ? 

Mr.  Maclean  produced  the  rough  draft; 
which  he  said  he  found  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams. 

[The  rough  draft,  signed  John  Carlwright, . 
chairman,  was  read. J 

Mr  Bmeer. — We  will  now  put  in  a  paper 
that  has  been  proved,  by  Mr.  Woodfall,  lo  be 

Mr.  Tnukc's  hand-writing;  it  is  the  rough 
mimite  of  the  hist  resolution  that  was  ready 
namely  :  Uesolvcd,  That  the  secretary  of  this^ 
society  do  express  lo  the  Correspontlinz  So- 

ciety/the  cxlreme  satisfaction  which  wc  nave 
received  by  the  above  communication ;  and  to 
assure  them  of  our  desire  to  continue  to  cor- 

respond, and  co-operate  with  them,  for  th^ 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  fair  representation  of  j 

the  people  in  parliament." 
Lou\  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Where  was  Uiat 

found  ? 

Mr.  Bower.— Among  Mr»  Adams's  papers. 

[The  rough  minute  read.] 
Mr,  Mafiean^ — I  found  this  paper  aiso,  in 

the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Mr.   Bower  to  Mr.  Wilham   Woodfall.— 

Whose  hand»writing  do  yon  hdieve  Ihis 
be  .''—This  1  believe  to  be  Mr,  Tooke's  banc writing. 

Mr.  Tftoke, — That  is  all  my  writing. 

[It  was  read.] 

<*  Sirj—l  ain  directed  by  the  Society 



%m 35  GEORGE  UL 
Trial  ̂ Jokn  ifaime  Toole 

tlM 

CoBsUlutiooal  Information  at  Londan,  to  so 
imowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  to 
express  to  you  the  very  great  pleasure  and 
flatisfaction  which  they  xoceive  from  your 
«ommunicatioo,  the  soaety  have  unammously 
dected  Messrs.  [Here  follow  the  names  of 
the  persons  elected],  as  associated  members 
of  this  socie^ ;  and  we  (latter  ourselves  that 
-whenever  any  business,  or  any  other  occa- 
fiions  shall  lead  any  of  these  gentlemen  to 
London,  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  honour 
the  society  with  their  presence,  and  give  us 
an  opportunity  of  cementing  that  friendship 
between  us,  which  all  the  zealous  friends  of 

public  freedom,  and  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind, ought  to  feel  for,  and  exercise  towards 

each  other.    Tour's,  &c.  D.  A-" 
"  P.  5.  I  am  desired  by  Mr.  HomeTooke, 

tx>  request  each  of  the  associated  members  to 
honour  him  by  their  acceptance  of  the  books 

which  accompany  this  letter." 

Mr.  Bower, — ^We  propose  now  to  read  a 
declaration  from  the  society  in  Soulhwark.      i 

[The  following  entries  were  read  firom  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
formatkm :] 

''  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Secretary's 
bouse,  Tooka's-court,  Chancery- lane,  Friday, 
90th  of  April,  1793» 

"  pRESEVTy 

"  M^or  Cartwright  in  the  chair, 

<<  Mr.  Jeremiah  Batley,  Mr.  J.  L.  Batley,  Mr. 
Frost,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr. 
Aspinal,  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Hull,  Mr.  TufHn,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  William  Smith,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Paine. 

''  A  declaration  from  a  society  in  South- wark  was  read. 

**  A  motion  was  made,  that  the  same  lie 
on  the  table  till  Friday  next,  which  passed  in 
the  negative. 

"  A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  said 
paper  be  now  read  a  second  time  in  order  for 
puolication,  which  passed  in  the  affirmative ; 
and  that  the  following  resolution  be  pub- 

lished : 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  so- 
<ciety  be  given  to  the  under-mentioned  so- 
^iety^  for  the  following  communication,  and 
that  It  be  published  in  the  papers." 

«  At  a  Mectine  at  the  Three  Tuns  tavern, 
^outhwark,  Aprilldth,  1799, 

"*  Mr.  Samuel  Favell  in  the  chair, 

•^  Resolved,  That  we  do  now  form  ourselves 

i  -oto  a  seoiety  lor  the  dift'usion  of  political iuowledge. 
*^  Resolved,  That  the  society  be  deoomi- 

fiated  T«E  TaiEWDS  of  the  people. 
^  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  de- 

claration of  this  society : 
^  CbirtiMLiLiM  Ibtt  ignoranoei  forfetful- 

ness,  or  contempt  of  the  Rights  of  Mev  are 
the  sole  causes  of  public  grievances,  and  of  the 
corruption  of  government;  the  society,  form- 

ed for  the  purpose  of  investizating  and  as* 
serting  those  rights,  and  of  uniting  their 
efforts,  with  those  of  their  fellow-citizens,  fas 
correcting  national  abuses,  and  restraining 
exorbitant  and  unnecessary  taxatkm,  do  here- 

by declare — ^  1st.  That  the  great  end  of  civil  socie^  ia 
Gekebal  Happimess. 

^<  9ad.  That  vo  Foaic  ot  Goveevmevt  ia 
good,  any  faitfaer  tbw  it  secares  that  object 

**  3rd.  That  all  civil  and  political  authority 
is  derived  from  the  people. 

'*  4th.  That  equal  active  citizenship  is  th« 
unalienable  right  of  all  men ;  minors,  crimi- 

nals, and  insane  persons  excepted. 
'^  5th.  That  the  exercise  of  that  right  ia 

appointing  an  adequate  Repressvtativb  Go- 
vernment is  the  wiiesi  device  of  human  po- 

licy, and  the  only  security  of  Katiokax. 
Freedom. 

''  We  also  declare,  that  we  are  wearied  with 
the  unmeaning  names  of  Waio  and  Tort« 
and  of  Ministerial  and  Oppositional  pai^ 
ties,  and  having  often— too  often,  been  de- 

ceived by  both,  we  can  no  loogar  implicitly 
confide  m  either.  We  will  think  for  our- 

selves ;  we  will  study  our  own  rights ;  and 
fre  leave  to  the  INS  and  the  OUTS  all  that 
idle  quibble  of  debate  which  only  serves  to 
amuse  and  deceive  tlie  nation,  and  to  hdd  it 
alternately  the  prey  of  Court  and  Pabtt 
iNTaiOUES. 

**  We  have  beheld  corruption  generated 
upon  corruption  under  the  auspices  of  eveiy 
administration ;  from  whence  ve  have  reason 
to  infer,  that  some  radical  defect  exists  ia 
the  svstem  of  goverament,  that  admits  of  no 
cure  but  from  uie  united  efforts  of  the  nation. 

''  We  have  seen  taxes  multiplied  upon  taxea^ 
for  purposes  unknown  to  us,  at  the  mere  wtH 
and  pleasure  of  the  party  in  power ;  and  we 
have  seen  Parliaments  refuse  to  know  the 
cause  for  which  such  taxes  were  voted.  Thus 
held  in  the  dark  bv  every  part  of  government 
our  money  taken  from  us  without  assigning  a 
cause,  and  ourselves  continually  deceived,  we 
have  learned  from  experience  the  neceasibr  of 
looking  into  our  own  rights,  and  of  attendiag 
to  our  own  interest. 

"  We  are  told  that  we  have  a  constitu- 
tion— if  it  peruitts  these  abuses,  it  is  either 
not  a  good  one,  or  good  only  in  pBrt^  and  de- 

fective in  its  prinaples,  construction^  and  t^ 
fects.  The  continual  applause  bestowed  upoo 

it  by  placemen,  pensioners,  government  (»n- 
tractors,  court  expectants,  and  the  hisedjidi- 
tors  of  prostituted  newspapers,  has  justly  ex- 

cited our  suspicion  either  of  its  exoellenoe  or 
its  existence.  It  may  be  good  for  them  and 
net  forui;  and  as  we  are  no  longer  to  be 
aaittsed  with  a  name  or  a  phmmtom,  we  wM 
'direct  our  inquiries  to  the  fact. 

"  We  contemplate  with  iileasiiM  the  pM- 
wlMEfa  this  aation  aDdmaokinA  ia  fi- 
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Mfml  are  now  makiiig  in  tbc  hitheito  roystc- 
rioat  scieoce  of  eoirerataent.  We  obsen*e  a 
9^1  of  caini  aod  rational  inquiry  rising  and 
ditiTusing  itself  among  alt  oraers  of  people ; 
and  of  a  nature  totally  diflFrrent  from  the 
tumultuous  malevolence  of  party,  aikl  thearli- 
ftctalpoUcy  of  ftatesmen. 

"  We  are  desirous,  therefore,  ofuniting  with 
tbe  several  societies  already  formeti  in  various 
faiXa  of  the  nation,  for  promoliiig  an  ioqyiry 
mto,  and  asserting  the  rights  <it  the  peo}>]e. 
We  call  upon  our  fcUow  citizens  of  all  descrio* 
tiona  to  institute  similar  societieSi  for  Ine 

im  i^reat  purpose;  and  v^e  recommend  a 
correspondence  with  each  other,  and 

the  Society  for  CoNstrnrTroNAL  Infor- 
mAtWW  at  LoHDOv,  as  the  best  means  of 

MflwntiDg  the  common  union,  and  of  direct- 
mt  iHir  tmiied  efforts  with  greater  energy  and 

**  JUtolud, 

*'  That  thefoliawing  he  the  Rulaqft he  Society  : 
**  1 ,  The  number  of  members'  shall  be  un- 

limited,  and  each  subicribe  not  less  than  is,  6d. 
Mr  quarter,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  tbe 
Migns  of  the  institution. 

** «.  The  society  shall  meet  in  small  par- 
0i  divisions^  monlhl)^,  on  any  day  ot  the 
week  of  the  month,  except  Tuesday  ;  and 
any  division  amoiiiUA  lo  thirty  members^ 

IliMlbevubdivided,  and  form  two. 
"  S.  £ach  division  to  elect  a  chuirman  and 

■Cfedry  cpmrterly,  and  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  quarter.  The  chairman  to  be  tbetr  re- 
pre^etitalive  in  a  general  committee;  and  in 
caae  the  division  siiall  consist  of  twenty  per- 
SIK^a,  another  representative  thai  I  be  chosen 
IQ  aceompany  the  chairman.  The  secretary 
filiali  nseoid  the  traneaclions,  and  deliver 

4|imrterl>'  to  the  general  committee  a  correct 
lilt  of  the  members  of  such  division,  collect 
the  •ub5Cnptions,  and  pay  ttiem  forthwith  to 
the  ireastirer  of  the  society. 

"  4.  Tlic  represenlatives  shaJl  form  a  ge- 
^Jtteral  committee — meet  every  Tuesday— and 
14  their  timl  meeting  in  each  quarter  elect  a 
chairman  and  principal  ̂ ecrcury.  They  »hall 
correspond  with  iimtlar  in^titulions-Aleter. 
mine  on  all  publications  to  be  circulated  by 
the  focicty—rcport  to  their  respective  dtvi- 
sioos  the  proceedings  and  correspondence  of 
the  corouuttee — ana  in  all  cases  be  governetl 
by  the  prevailing  seniiments  of  their  consti- 
tuentA. 

**  6.  The  chairman  of  the  general  com- 
mittee shall  he  trettfurer  for  the  time  being — 

rff ■  ""^  ii.^.  soliscnptions— j>ay  all  disburse- 
ir  I  the  direction  of  the  committee 

— w  u  --  his  accoimtB  audited  by  the  next 
lucceedmg  commiitee. 

**  6.  Every  division  shall  determine  within 
itself  oo  the  mode  of  udmtltin*  members,  and 
all  other  t^atterb  not  provided  for  in  the  fore- 

ioiog  arlictc*.  A.  C,  liushttL,  sec." 

"At  a  Meetiae  held  Friday,  27  ih  April, 
n92,  al  the  Secretary's,  Tooke's^courl, 
Chancery-lane. 

"  Present, 

"  M^Of  Carl  Wright  in  the  chair, 

"Mr,  Batley,  Mr.  J.  L.  Batley,  M.  Mci 
Mr  WilHams,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  J. 
Tooke,  Mr.  Frost,  CapUin  Marwood, 
J.  Adams,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  M.  Bosh,  „, 
M.  Pearson,  Mr,  Sharpe,  Mr.  Favell,  Ml, 
Walsh,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  HoUis,  Dr* 
Edwards,  Mr.  UulL  Mi.  Cooper,  Mfi 

Tuffin.  - 
•*  Read  the  following  letter,  addressed 

the  society  called  the  Friends  of  the  Pei 
associated  for  Ck)nstilutional  Reform,  asj 
bled  at  Freemasons^  tavern. 

**  Sir ;— By  the  Society  for  Constitutional  InJ 
formation,  I  am  commanded  to  express  to  you 
the  satisfaction  that  its  members  feel  oo  the 
inatitulion  of  your  society, 

"  That  the  House  of  Commons  itself,  which 
is  the  very  subject  lo  be  reformed,  should 
have  furnished  a  part  of  this  strength,  may 
ultimately  afford  important  advantages  to 
the  public.  But  it  must  not,  sir,  l>e  disguised, 
that  at  first  this  circumstance  will  necessarily 
be  accompanied  with  doubts,  with  suspickwifc. 
with  apprehensions.  It  is  not,  sir,  the  fir^< 
time  that  numbers  of  that  house  liave  pro* 
fessed  themselves  reformers:  it  is  not  th^' 
lirsl  time  that  they  have  entered  into  populai' 
associations.  But  should  they,  on  this  oc< 
sion,  prove  faithfully  inslrumcntal  in  effccti 
a  substantial  reform  in  the  representation 
the  people,  and  thu  duration  of  parliamenteft, 
it  will  be  the  hr&t  time  that  the  nation  hatt| 
not  fuund  itself  in  an  error,  when  it  placed 
confidence  in  associated  members  of  parlift* 
meoi,  for  the  recoveries  of  the  constitutional 
and  inestimable  rights  of  the  people.  Tha 
long-lost  rights  of  representation,  are  righ 
sir,  which  in  truth  are  not  to  be  recoven 
but  by  the  exertions  and  the  unanimity  of  th«i 
people  themselves.  Impressed  with  this  great 
truth,  it  has  been  an  invariable  object  ot  ihiii 
sociely  *  to  revive  in  the  minds  of  the  com«« 
'  monalty  at  large  a  knowledge  of  their  lost 
'  richts,  respecting  the  election  and  duratloQt 
•  of  the  representative  body'— and  we  doubfc 
not  that  your  society  will  see  the  wiibdom  of 
pursuing  a  like  course.  May  it  taste  the 
light  of  diffusing  this  know  ledge ;  may  it  n 
the  hoiiour  of  odhng  forth  the  energies tbe  nation  I 

*'  When  this  sociely,  sir,  contemplates  that 
flood  of  light  and  truth  which,  under  a  be* 
nign  Providence,  is  now  sweeping  from  the 
earth  despotism  in  all  its  forms,  and  infringe. 
meut  of  rir;hls  m  all  its  degrees,  lo  make  way 
for  freedoiu,  justice,  peace,  and  human  hap- 

piness; and  wlipn  it  sees  your  society  an- 
nounce itself  to  the  world  as  tlie  Friends  of 

the  People,  it  rests  assured  liiat  this  new  in- 
stitution abundantly  partakes  of  that  hght, 

tlut  it  embraces  that  truth,  and  it  will  act  up 
to  the  sacrednce^  of  that  Iricnd^hip  wluch  it 
professes,  by  nobly  caiting  from  it,  with 

M 
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dain,  all  aristocratic  reserves,  and  fairly  and 

honestly  contending  for  the  pcople*s  rights  in their  full  extent. 

*^  Here,  sir,  be  assured,  lies  all  your  strength. 
You  may  boast  of  names,  of  wealth,  of  talents, 
and  even  of  principles;  but  without  the  fel- 

lowship of  the  people,  understanding  and 
feeling  their  immediate  interest  in  the  con- 
test,  your  association,  whenever  it  grapples 
with  tiiat  powerful  despotism  to  which  it  is 
opposed,  and  to  which  a  constitutional  cloak 
gives  double  strength,  will  most  assuredly 
crumble  to  dust. 

*'  Here,  sir,  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction 
that  the  Society  fur  Constitutional  Information 
can  express  its  belief,  that  to  its  own  unequi- 

vocal, '  Declaration  of  Rights,  without  which 
*  no  Enojlishman  can  be  a  free  man,  nor  the 
*  English  nation  free  people,*  it  owes  that 
conhdence,  on  the  part  of  all  true  friends  to  a 
substantial  reform  of  parliament,  which  in  all 

periods  of  the  society's  existence  it  has  inva- 
riably experienced. 

"  This  short  declaration,  containing  no 
more  than  four  distinct  propositions,  satisfied 
the  people  that  the  society  assumed  not  the 
office  of  reformer,  without  knowing  with  pre- 

cision what  wanted  reform ;  nor  the  character 
of  friend,  without  manifesting  that  sincerity 
which  gave  proof  of  its  attachment.  It  left 
to  such  reformers  as  Mr.  Burke  to  talk  of  the 

people's  liberties,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
deny  or  explain  away  their  rights. 

"  This  society,  sir,  trusts  that  the  purity  of 
principle  which  actuated  individual  members 
of  parliament,  who  joined  the  associations 
that  have  bi*en  spoken  of,  will  in  no  degree 
be  affected  by  the  observations  that  have  been 
made  upon  the  insufficiency  of  those  associa- 

tions. But,  convinced  that  a  strong  impres- 
sion still  remains  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 

Ele,  that  in  general,  persons  who  have  long 
een  accustomed  to  hold  seats  in  the  House 

of  Commons,  under  the  present  abuses  in  the 
representation,  and  whose  connexions  are  all 
aristocratic,  must  be  almost  more  than  men, 
at  once  and  completely  to  sacrifice  both  pre- 

judice and  unwarranted  power  at  the  altar  of 

fireedom ; — this  society,  convinced,  I  say,  sir, 
of  the  existence  of  thfs  impression,  would  not 
suffer  its  delicacy  to  stand  in  the  way  of  its 
duty  on  this  important  occasion ;  but  deter- 

mined, with  the  frankness  belonging  to  sin- 
cere affection,  to  warn  its  new  brethren 

a<^ahist  a  danger  to  which  tlicy  might  other- 
wise become  exposed  through  uTerc  inad- 

vertency. 

"  That  the  distinguished  persons  who  have 
adorned  the  senate,  and  now  adorn  your  so- 

ciety, may  be  found  equal  to  the  sublime 
efforts  of  virtue  which  their  situation  now 

demands,  and  may  on  that  account  receive 
the  blessings  of  their  country,  and  of  mankind, 
to  the  latest  posterity,  is  the  sincere,  the  ar- 

dent wish  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  !  In  whose  name  I  have  the  ho- 

nour to  subscribe  myself  with  great  regard. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  letter  bt  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  and  sent  to 
the  said  society,  at  their  next  general  meet- 

ing.*' 

Mr.  Bower. — Who  signs  it  ? 
Clerk  of  Arraigns. — Nobody. 
Who  was  chairman? — Major  Cartwright 

was  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Thomat  MacUan.- 
Mr.  Adams's  papers. 

-I  found  this  among 

Lit  was  read.] 

«<  Sir;— Fully  sensible  that  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information  have  made  no  sa- 

crifice to  delicacy  in  their  address  to  us,  we 
on  our  part  shall  affect  no  disguise. 

«  Voluntary  associations  not  being  armed 
with  public  authority,  have  no  force  but  that 
of  truth,  no  hope  of  success  but  in  ̂ e 
strength  of  reason,  and  the  eoncuntnce  of 
the  public. 

"  We  profess  not  to  entertain  a  wish  '  that 
<  the  great  plan  of  public  benefit  which  Mr. 
'  Paine  has  so  powerfully  recommended  will 
'  speedily  be  carried  into  effect,'  nor  to  amuse 
our  fclloW-citizens  with  the  magnificent  pro- 

mise of  obtaining  for  them  <  the  rights  or  the 
*  people  in  their/u//  extent :  ~the  indefinite 
language  of  delusion,  which  by  opening  un- 

bounded prospects  of  political  adventurer- 
tends  to  destroy  that  public  opinion  which  is 
the  support  of  all  free  governments,  and  to 
excite  a  spirit  of  innovation  of  which  no  wis- 

dom can  foresee  the  effects,  and  no  skill  direct 
the  course.  We  view  man  as  he  is,  the  creature 
of  habit,  as  well  as  of  reason.  We  think  it 
therefore  our  bounden  duty  to  propose  no 
extreme  changes,  which,  however  specious  in 
theory,  can  never  be  accomplished  without 
violence  to  the  settled  opinions  of  mankind, 
nor  attempted  without  endangering  some  of 
the  most  estimable  advantages  which  we  con- 

fessedly enjoy.  We  are  convinced  that  the 
people  bear  a  fixed  attachment  to  the  happy 
form  of  our  government,  and  the  genuine 
principles  of  our  constitution ;  these  we 
cherish  as  objects  of  just  affection,  not  from 
any  implicit  reverence,  or  habitual  supersti- 

tion, but  as  institutions  best  calculated  to 
produce  the  happiness  of  man  in  civil  society  : 
and  it  is  because  we  are  convinced  that 
abuses  are  undermining  and  corrupting  them, 
that  we  have  associated  for  the  preservation 
of  those  principles. 

"  Wc  wish  to  reform  the  constitution,  be- 
cause we  wish  to  preserve  it. 

"  Associations  formed  in  the  face  of  power, 
in  oppoiiition  to  the  interests  of  our  present 
legislators,  evince  that  individual  security  and 
personal  indejiendence  are  already  established 
oy  our  laws. 
The  immense  accumulation  of  debt,  the 

enormous  taxation  of  seventeen  millions  of 
annual  revenue,  demonstrate  that  the  colUo' 
five  interests  of  the  community  have  been 
neglected  or  betrayed. 



Jar  fligk  Trfof 
Wt  l^tllove  llic  defective  cunstitulioii  of 

d  with  the  public  purse, 
of  this  eviL     WTlh  ibis 

view  %^c  h  *l  ourbtlvcs  to  atteiapl  a 

timdyaAtl  r form,  adhering,  in  e%*er,v 
mcxvure  v»c  uia^'  Lake,  lo  the  ruiidam€iit;il 
prtDai)lts  of  the  run%litnUon.  According  to 

tliMe  ackk  '  '  1  pTinciples,  the  people 
bt««B  pc:  (0  possess  an  organ,  hy 
vfeichioe  puuiK  mind  nvHV  5^peak  inlegislH- 
tkm;  and  Xo  hind  rheir  representatives  to 
jbein^'-"-  "^  the  whole  community,  by  a 
^fqui!  lion  of  the  trust.    These  ob- 
jpcU  iiCtU  we  believe  abuses  will 
find  11  'H  in  a  genuine  representaliofj 
of  the  ,  .  .  that  regulations  best  adapted 
to  the  putJhc  happmcss  will  be  eraduiilly  in- 

fused into  our  law»,  through  the  known  chan- 
Ikeb  of  legislation ;  and  th.it  the  agitated 
laiods  of  men  resuming  their  confidence  in 

jartiaiucct  Kill  subside  into  a  calm  expecta- 
tioo  of  redre5$|  without  forgetting  the  prin- 

ciples or  vioUtitig  the  form  of  the  constitu- 
lion. 

'*  These,  as  wc  think,  are  the  views  of  men 
^lesliog  anarchy,  yel  sincere  friends  of  the 
people.  Your  letter  appears  to  us  to  bn 
inillcn  with  a  view  to  create  distrust  of  our 

dcfifri^-  tQ  insmuate  doubts  of  slnccnty,  and 
taejL^  ly  i^uspicion  of  our  principles 
in  iii«  1  the  people.    Wc  have  not, 
bovevf^,  refused,  in  answer,  to  disclaim  what 
we  umdemn,  and  to  avow  our  real  ohiecis, 
fnym  the  puriuil  of  which  we  will  not  sutTer 
oun€l^«»  lo  be  diverted  hy  any  controversy. 

Vt*t  u  '  _  leave,  at  ihe  sarnc  lime,  lo  de- 
cJkdt  ♦    intercourse   with  a  society 
irho«c  vn  A?  aiid  objects,  as  far  as  we  cnn 
cutirct  ihcm  from  the  various  resolutions  and 

pfQ^c^X^Ti.^i  tvV,irh  have  been  published,  we 
cuvi'  :.irding  as  irrcconf.ikiiltio  with 
iVk>v       .  tests  on  which  you  profess  to 

11  aad  enlighten  the  people. 

'*  JounRussell,  cliairmin." 

**  Ffe«nascn*3  Tavern,  Saturday,  May  13th, 

Aiidrcfscd  "  John  Cartwri^ht,  esq.  chair- 
to  the  Society  for  Conslilutional  Infor- 

«  Frtfmatant  Tavenu  1%  IS/A,  1792. 
ii  Ai  ̂   -f  "rral  meeting  of  the  society  of 

the  People,  associated  for  the 
r ..,  .  „  „   „    -jining parliamentary  reform, 

*'  The  right  honourable  lord  John  Ruasell 
in  the  chair, 

*'  r  rhat  the  procccdincs  of  tfiis 
day,  :  the  letter  from  the  Society  for 
CoD'  Infonnation,  and  the  answer 
of  \h  lo  that  letter,  be  printed  and 

ivedy  Thai,  together  with  ihe  au- 
^    fo  the  letter  of  the  Society 

i  formation ,  there  be  trans- 
j  Cai  twright,  esf[,  ch.tirman  of 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  Ihc 
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Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to  print 
and  publl>T)  the  letter  and  reply. 

"  John  Russell,  chairman." 

Mr.  Thtmai  Maclean, — ^I  found  this  amonj 

Mr.  Adamses  papers. 
Mr.  BufLtr   (to   Mr.  William   WoodfalL^ 

V'ou  see  tliere  is  an  alteration  of  tlie  date  in 
thii  paper ;  whoue  hand-%vTiting  do  you  belies 
that  alteration  to  be?— It  is  dilncuil  todeci( 
— It  is  not  very  elcariy  writtea. 

Whose  do  you  believe  it  to  be  ? 
Lonl  Chief  Justice  E^rc. — A  mere  alters 

tion  of  a  d>itc  !~I  think  it  difficult  lo  dccid< 
but  rather  think  it  lo  he  Mr,  Home  Tooke's.- 

Mr.  Tmtke. — It  certainly  is  mine. 
Lord  Cljicf  Justice  £yr<;.— What  is  it  ? 
Mr.  Htiicer,  —  lx,  is  "ultimo"  altered  to 

•'  March ;"  it  was  taken  into  consideration thc4lhofMay, 

[It  was  read,] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  of  the  United 
Constitutional  Societies,  held  the  S  Uh  of 
March,  17 92.  at  the  Wheel  of  Fortune, 

Saint  Et^mund's  in  ihe  city  of  Norwich,  it 
was  unanimously  agreeil  to  communicate  to 
the  genllcmcn  of  the  I^ndon  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information  the  following 

Kcsolutions : 

♦•  1st.  We  are  happy  to  see  the  success  of 
the  Sheflield  Society  for  Consliiulional  Re- 
fijrm,  and  approve  of  the  detegation.<  xehich 
ifou  and  tttejf  have  made,  in  order  to  form 

plan  of  General  Information ;  we  humbly* 
beg  that  y«a  would  grant  lo  us  the  same 
favour ;  and  it  is  our  wish  that  all  the  socie- 

ties of  a  similar  kind  m  England  were  only 
as  so  many  members  strovglj/  and  indiuolubhf 

untied  in  one  political  bodrf'* **  'Jdly.  We  believe  that  instructing  the 
pcuple  in  political  knowledge,  and  in  their 
natnrul  and  inherent  rights  as  men,  is  the 

only  t'ifecludi  way  lo  obtain  the  erand  object 
of  reform ;  for  men  need  only  be  made  ac- 

quainted with  the  abuses  of  governmtrnt,  and 
iWy  will  readily  join  in  every  lawful  means 
to  obtain  rctlress.  Wc  liavc  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  our  societies  consist  of  mmt 
hundreds;  and  new  societies  are  frequent ijf 

Jmming^  uhitfi  bjf  detegatts  preserve  «  mutual 
inUrcoHr$e  with  each  other  Jhr  instruction  and 
infurmuttun  ;  and  the  greatest  care  has  been 
taken  to  preserve  order  and  rcjiulurily  at  our 
meetings,  lo  convince  the  world  that  riot  and 
disorder  are  no  parts  of  ourpohtical  creed. 

"  Srdly.  We  believe,  and  are  firmly  per- 
suaded, that  Mr,  Burke  (the  once  friend  of 

liberty)  has  traduced  the  greatest  and  most 
glorious  revolution  ever  recorded  in  the  annals 

of  history,  W^c  ibank  Mr.  Burke  for  the 
political  discussion  provoked,  and  by  which  he 
nas  opened  unto  us  the  dawa  of  a  glorious 

day/^ 

"  4tlily.  To  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  our  thanks 
are  especially  due,  fox  hi»  first  and  second  Fartt 

of  the  Highis  of  Man ;  and  wc  slaceiel^  y^v-iU 
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that  he  may  live  to  see  his  labours  crowned 
with  success  in  the  general  diffusion  of  liberty 
and  happiness  among  mankind, 

5th\y.  Vr  e  view,  with  concern,  the  late  dis- 
coveries relative  to  the  Westminster  election, 

in  1788  ;  and  conceive  ourselves,  and  all  tnie 
friends  of  freedom  under  great  obligations  to 
Messrs.  Thomson,  Windham,  Francis,  Taylor, 
and  all  the  noble  and  spirited  MINORITY,  * 
for  their  exertions  in  order  to  discover  the 
true  source  of  that  abominable  and  iniquitous 
procedure. 

"  6thly.  We  congratulate  our  brethren  in 
the  various  fjarts  ofthe  kingdom,  on  tlie  pro- 

gress of  political  knowledge,  and  earnestly  in- 
treat  them  to  increase  their  associations^  in  or- 

der to  form  one  grand  and  extensive  union  of  all 
the  friends  of  general  liberty — and  we  hope  the 
time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the  people  of 
England  will  be  equally  and  faithfully  repre- 

sented in  parliament.  "  Signed  by  order, 
**  John  Broughtok^  chairman.'' 

Addressed  **  The  London  Constitutional 

Society." 

Mr.  Maclean, — I  found  this  letter  amongst 
Mr.  Adams's  papers. 

Mr.  Bou>er,--{to  Mr,  William  Woodfali) 
Shall  I  trouble  you  to  say  whether  the  de- 

scriptions in  the  list  of  persons  at  the  end  of 
that  letter  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  pri- 

soner or  not  ?— They  are. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Inibrma- tion:] 

«  At  a  Meeting  held  Friday,  4th  May,  1792, 
at  the  Secretary's-house,  Tooke's-couit, 
Chancery-lane. 

"  Pkesent, 

Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  J.  U.  Tooke,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Merry, 
Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Captain 
Ilarwood,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Major  Cartwright, 
Mr.  HoUis,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  William  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Rev.  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  A.  Dush,  Mr. 
Wheeler,  Mr.  Walker,  Mr.  Walsh,  Dr.  Ken- 

tish, Mr.  Tuffin. 

*'  The  following  gentlemen,  recommended 
by  the  Norwich  Society,  were  elected  asso- 

ciated members  of  this  society :— Mr.  Thomas 
Goff,  Mr.-WiUiam  Taylor,  Mr.  William  Firth, 
Mr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Mr.  George  Watson, 
Mr.  Mark  Wilkes,  Mr.  Charles  Bashani,  Mr. 
John  Dalrymple,  Mr.  F^ward  Barrow,  Mr. 
Henry  Dobso»,  Mr.  Henry  Catton. 

"  Mr.  Martin,  of  Richmond  buildings, 
pean-street,  Soho,  was  proposed  as  an  bono- 

*  See  a  Debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
OQ  a  complaint  against  Mr.  George  Rose, 
March  13,  1^92.  New  Pari.  Hist.  Vol.  29. 

r<  1014 -"M  also'Vol.  28,  p.  922  of  the  same 

rary  member  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Frost. 

*^  Read  the  following  letters  from  the  Revo- 
lution and  Constitutional  Societies  at  Nor* 

wich. 

"  This  society  having  received  the  following 
communication  from  the  Revolution  Sodetj 
at  Norwich,  yiz. 

<<  To  the  London  Society  for  Constitutional Information. 

'*  The  Revolution  Society  wishes  to  open  a 
communication  with  you  at  this  time,  when 
corruption  has  acquired  a  publicity  in  the 
senate,  which  exacts  from  the  honour  of  the 
British  nation  renewed  exertions  for  parlia- 

mentary reform. — Without  prejudging  the 
firobable  events  of  such  an  application  to  the 
egislature,  this  society  is  wilhng  to  circulate 
the  information,  and  to  co-operate  in  the  mea- 

sures that  may  seem  best  acapted  to  farther 
so  desirable  and  so  important  an  end.  It  is 
willing  to  hope  the  rearess  of  every  existing 
grievance  at  the  hands  of  a  government  re- 

sulting from  an  extraordinary  convocation^  in 
1688,  of  all  who  had  at  any  preceding  tunc 
been  elected  representatives  of  the  people, 
assisted  by  the  hereditary  counsellors  of  the 
nation,  and  a  peculiar  deputation  from  the 
metropolb,  which  National  constxtutxvg 
Assembly  cashiered  for  misconduct  a  king  of 
the  House  of  Stuart. 

"  The  opinions  and  principles  of  this  society 
are  best  explained  by  an  appeal  to  their  Kte- 
rary  representatives.  To  James  Mackintosh, 
author  of  Vindicix  Gallicx,  this  society  offers 
the  tribute  of  its  Aporobation  and  Oratitmde, 
for  the  knowledge,  tnc  eloquence,  and  philo- 

sophical spirit  with  which  ne  has  explained^ 
defended,  and  commented  on,  the  Revolution  tf 
France.  It  hesitates  to  assent  to  this  only  of 
his  opinions,  that  *  there  are  but  two  interests 
'  in  society,  those  ofthe  rich  and  those  ofthe 
*  poor.'  If  so,  what  chance  have  the  latter  T 
Surely  the  interests  of  all  the  industrious, 
from  tlie  richest  merchant,  to  the  poorest  me- 

chanic, arc  in  every  community  the  same — to 
lessen  the  numbers  of  the  improductivc,  to 
whose  maintenance  they  contribute,  and  to 
do  away  such  institutions  and  imposts  as 
abridge  the  means  ofmaintenancc,  by  resist- 

ing the  demand  for  labour,  or  bv  sharing  its 
reward;  as  the  means  most  conducive  to  this 
comprehensive  end,  the  Norwich  Revolution 
Society  desires  an  equitable  representation  of 
the  people. 

"  The  Rights  of  Man  ̂   by  Thomas  Paine,  and 
the  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders,  by  Joel 
Barlow,  have  also  beenreaifwilh  attention,  and 
circulated  with  avidity.  They  point  out  with 
clearness  most  of  the  abui^s  which  have  ac- 

cumulated under  the  British  Government; 

they  attack  with  energ)-  most  ofthe  prijudicet 
which  have  tended  to  perpetuate  them. 

**  Internally,  our  society  is  thus  organized : 
— ^Any  person  proposed  and  seconoed  by  a 
member  is  rcceivco,  on  paying  an  admission 



fbr  Hiah  Trtaion, 

foe*  tnd  ''  ̂  '  : '( uut  eontri- 
hdkmV^y  lor  the  use 

of  Uie  »t>*...  . ; ,  ,..n.  M-.  1  i.ui.i.uMji*  dtuorig  <At' 
m^i$d€f^Ufi  ctttti.  TIjc  members  assemble 
im*C€^  Tit^^ui.llu  A  CofumUUe  oj  Corn  iff  onde nee 
b  V  elecled   b^-   ballul,   to    sclt-cl 
book.  aniTu*  I  t}if  itlicr  literarj'  btisi- 
PCS*.     ̂   is  ptriodica/ty 
Mtm^d  hif  I J   severally  the 
meetings  v^  </)«.  t,(j'ioMi»  amJcdcraUd  ciuba^ 
which  art  Lnvitrd  in  Tike  manner  to  depute  u 

genllemcD 

A.  D.  1704. 

80    highly  approved   of  hy  tltt 

tiut> 

♦  Ii'.L: 

oft  Mi:   tlltJSe 
r ;  and  more  arc 

1  c  irifir  adhtTCiKc.     The 

Society,  pmposmg  Iocs* 
iji  corabination,  recommends 
to  the  London  Society  lor  Con- 

•in  >ii-.ii  the   following!;  twelve 
rliairm;in  ;  WiJIij^ni 

riurstclurers;  VViUiani 
J  irK^imfacturer;  Thumas 

-;c  Watson;  Mark  VVilkes, 
L  iiarJcT*  liiisham,  Joljn  Dalrvmple, 

\  ilh.,    .i  . 

wvaciicr, 

bdward  Iiaxrovi\  a  con'iidiirable   wurehouse- 
m4a,  Ueory  Dobsoii,  licnry  Cation. 

"TuoMAs  tiorr,  chairman," 

*  Nomrkb,  April  S6th,  1792." 

Adilrcs&ed,  **  .lohn  Carlwright,  esq.  No.  4, 
Tooke's-courtfCliancery-lune,  London/' 
**Kr-*-'''    »*-'!  this  society  receives  the 
tboir.  II  with  ibc  most  heart-felt 

mii»\^   J.  .lies  carnestl;^^  to  concur 
and  ci>K>penite  with  those  ̂ Nocieties  in  their 
lamkbie  vbjrcis;  that  the  secretary  do  inform 
tbcra  of  Ihe  h^me,  unU  tliat  this  society  has 
lm.2J?l:metI^ly  elected  the  twelve  members  of 
<  b  Society  to  be  associated  members 

L  -jty." 

Mr.  Bm^r. — Wc  now  proiiosc  to  read  a  In- 
Urlio.  "  '  ;,.  Mr.Woodlall,  look  at  thai 
Ifltter  hethcr  any  part  of  it  is  5Jr. 
Took^.  I   is  a  line  in  this  first  page 

vhicb  -  ke's  h;ind-writuig, 
JL^ord  -  ,.   Ju.-.tice  £j/r«.— Where  docs  that 

ftamt  come  from } 
\lr-  H'*mtr,—  \i  was  found  among  Mr.  Mar- 
\:\  druttof  a  letter.  | 

KjfTt. — What  is  in  Mr. 

Mr.  Boi^tr^^Vht  words,  "  Gentlemen  so 
lii|^lr  approved  of  by  lh«*  public,"  are  in- 
SOteo  faisiead  of  the  wurds  ••  learned  men." 

pt  was  read.] 

*•  Sir; — I  have  before  mc  your  favour  of  the 
litb  iiiatanit  informing;  n^c  that  ut  a  meeting 
rfthr  Soeietv  for  Con^tiluUon>il  Information, 
held  last  Fnday,  I  wa5<  unauitnously  elected 
Iftb00*>r.*f 'k   iiif  ruiiiT        I  hrt;  yoU  Will    be    50 
^MMlt^  1  esteem  thi.s  ho- 
ocifra«  -lied  by  me.  I  have 
Ibe  boi  w  but  icw  of  the  members; 
loinn  '    this  imputable  to  private 
tt'<  .iud  am  far  Irom  presuming  my 
oc^      o  6uch  as  to  altnuit  the  notice  of 

Mr  Attornry  General. — W'e  propose  now 
to  read  the  proceedings  of  the  lllh  of  May, 
1792.  It  amy  he  material  to  mention,  thai  it 
will  appear  by  the  books  that  the  dinner  club 
began  on  the  Ist  of  Juae»  1792  ;  the  meetings 
betoie  that  time  w^ere  at  the  secrrtarj's  house, 
and  there  were  no  preceding  dinners, 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  society  for  Couslitutional  la- formation  :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  hc»ld  Fridays,  nth  May, 
1792,  at  the  Secretary's  house,  Too ke'i-court, Chancery  lane. "  Present, 

"  Major  Carlwright  in  the  Chair, 

«  Dr.  Melville,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Batley,  Mr. 
J.  L.  Uatlcy,  Kev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  X»ckharl, 
Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Titzgerald,  Mr.  isharpe,  Mr. 
Tooke,  5Jr,  Williams,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  Mr* 
Tuffin,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  M,  Pearson,  Mr. 
Fa  veil,  Mr,  West,  lord  Daer,  Mr.  M.  Bush, 

Mr.  A  spinal,  captain  Tooke  Harwood,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  tlollis.  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr,  Charles  Sharpe,  Mr.  Walsh. 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  communica- 
tion from  this  society  with  the  society  of  the 

Friends  of  the  Constitution  at  Paris,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Jacobins. 

*'  Read  the  following  Address  from  this 
society  to  the  society  ot  Friends  of  the  Coa«j 
sUtution  at  Paris,  called  the  Jacobins : 

"   BilOTUCns,  ASD  FaLLOW-CITIZtlNS  OF 
WoiiLi>; 

"  The  cordial  and  affectionate  reception; 
with  which  you  have  honoured  our  worthy 
countrymen,  Mr,  Thomas  Cooper  and  Mr. 
James  Watt,  members  of  the  society  of  Man- 

chester, and  united  with  our  society,  has  been 
cnmmutiicaied  to  us  by  the  correspondence  of] 
those  genilcmen. 

**  In  offering  you  our  congratulations  oa 
the  glorious  Revolution  which  your  nalioa 
has  accomplished,  we  speak  a  language  which 
only  sincerity  can  dictate. 

"  The  lonnalily  of  courts  affords  no  exam^ 
pie  to  us.  To  do  our  thoughts  justice,  we 
give  to  the  heart  the  liberty  it  delights  in,  and 
we  hail  you  as  brothers* 

*•  It  is  not  among  the  least  of  the  revolu- 
tions which  lime  is  unfolding  to  an  astonished 

world,  tlial  two  nations,  nur<^ed  by  some 
wretched  craft  in  reciprocal  haired,  should 
so  suddenly  break  their  common  oJ<ou4  chaiu« 
and  rush  into  amity. 

**  The  principle  that  can  produce  such  an 
effect,  is  the  offspring  of  no  earthly  court; 
and  whilst  it  exhibits  to  us  the  expensive  ini- 

quity oi'  former  politics,  it  enables  us,  with 
iJoltf  felicity,  to  say,  we  have  done  with them ! 

**  la  contemplatiug  the  political  cQXuivv&oick 
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of  nations,  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  diabo- 
lical system  of  government,  than  that  which 

has  hitherto  been  generally  practised  over  the 
world:  to  feed  the  avarice  and  gratify  the 
wickedness  of  ambition,  the  fhtternity  of  the 
human  race  has  been  destroyed;  as  if  the 
several  nations  of  the  earth  hs[d  been  created 
by  rival  Gods.  Man  has  not  considered  man 
as  the  work  of  one  Creator 

<<  The  political  institutions  under  which 
he  has  lived  have  been  counter  to  whatever 
religion  he  professed. 

"  Instead  of  that  universal  benevolence 
which  the  morality  of  every  known  religion 
declares^  he  has  been  politically  bred  to  con- 

sider his  species  as  his  natural  enemy,  and  to 
describe  virtues  and  vices  by  a  geographical 
chart.  I 

**  The  principles  we  now  declare  are  not  i 
peculiar  to  the  society  that  addresses  you ;  ! 

they  are  extending  themselves,  with  accumu-  ' 
lating  force,  through  every  part  of  our  coun- 

try, and  derive  strength '  from  an  union  of causes,  whicti  no  other  principles  admit.  1 
**  The  religious  friend  of  man,  of  every  de-  ! 

nomination,  records  them  as  his  own;  they, 
animate  the  lover  of  rational  liberly;  and 
they  cherish  the  heart  of  the  poor,  now  bend- 

ing under  an  oppression  of  taxes,  by  a  prospect 
of  relief. 

"  We  have  against  us  only  that  same  enemy  |     **  A  great  number  of  letters,  from  various 
which  is  the  enemy  of  justice  in  all  countries,  |  parts  o<  the  country,  have  come  to  me,  ex- 

May,  1792,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, Strand, **   PafiSEMT, 

M%jor  Cartwright  in  the  Chair, 

«  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Meny,  lord  Daer,  Mr. 
Paine,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Bush, 
Mr.  J.  Adams,  captain  T.  Harwood,  Mr.  J. 
L.  Batley,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Watts,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  William  Sharpc, 
Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Oerrald,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Sharpe  (Char* 
lotte-street),  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  Lockhart. 
Mr.  Batley,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  Frost,  MiC 
Cooper,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Tuffin, 
**  Read  a  second  tinoe  the  Address  to  the 

Friends  of  the  Constitution  at  Paris,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Jacobins. 

**  Ordered  to  be  published  in  the  papers. 
'<  Read  the  following  letter,  addressed  to 

the  chairman  of  this  society,  firom  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine : 

London,  May  18M,  1793. 
•*  Sir; — ^The  honourable  patronage  which 

the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  has 
repeatedly  given  to  the  works,  intituled  Rights 
of  Man,  renders  it  incumbent  on  roe  to  com- 

municate to  them  whatever  relates  to  the 

'  progress  of  those  works. 

pressing  an  earnest  desire  that  the  first  and 
second  parts  of '  Rights  of  Man,*  could  be 
rendered  more  generally  useful,  by  printing 
them  in  a  cheaper  manner  than  they  have 
hitherto  been;  as  those  requests  were  from 
persons  to  whom  the  purchase  at  the  present 
price  was  inconvenient,  I  took  the  proper 
means  for  complying  with  their  requests. 

"  I  am  since  informed  thai  the  ministry  in- 
binalion,  a  farther  example  of  infamy  to  future  |  tend  brin«;ing  a  prosecution  ;  and  as  a  nation 
ages,  that  power  that  disposes  of  events  best ;  (as  \\ell  the  poor  as  the  rich)  has  a  right  to 
knows  the  means  of  making  that  example  i  know  what  any  works  are  that  are  made  the 
finally  beneficial  to  his  creatures-  '  subject  of  a  prosecution,  the  getting  out  a 

"  We  have  beheld  your  peaceable  principles  !  cheap  edition  is,  I  conceive,  rendered  more 

— a  herd  of  courtiers  fattening  on  the  spoil  of 
the  public. 

''  It  would  have  given  an  additional  triumph 
to  our  congratulations,  if  the  equal  rights  of 
man  (whicn  are  the  foundation  of  your  decla- 

ration of  rights)  had  been  recognized  by  the 
governments  around  you,  and  tranquillity 
established  in  all :  but  if  despotisms  be  still 
reserved,  to  exhibit,  by  conspiracy  and  cum 

insulted  by  despotic  ignorance :  we  have  seen 
the  right  band  of  fellowship,  which  you  hold 
out  to  the  world,  rejected  by  those  who  riot 
on  its  plunder :  we  now  behold  you  a  nation 
provoked  into  defence ;  and  we  can  see  no 
mode  of  defence  equal  to  that  of  establishing 
the  general  freedom  of  Europe. 

'(*  In  this  best  of  causes  we  wish  you  suc- 
cess. Our  hearts  go  with  you  ;  and  in  saying 

this,  we  believe  we  utter  the  voice  of  mil- 

lions." 
«  Resolved,  That  the  above  address  be 

signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and 
that  Mr.  J.  H. Tooke  be  requested  to  transmit 
it,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to  Mr.  James 
Watt,  at  Pans. 

«♦  Resolved,  That  the  said  Address  be  read 
a  second  time  at  the  next  meeting,  for  pub- 

iication.'* 

^  At  a  Meeting  held  Friday,  the  18th  of 

necessary  than  before,  as  a  means  towards 
supporting  that  right ; — and  I  have  the  plea- 

sure of  informing  the  society  that  I  am  pro- 
ceeding with  the  work. — "  1  am,  sir,  with  great 

respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 
"  TH0M4S  Paine." 

'*  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information." 

"  The  society  took  into  consideration  the 
contents  of  the  aforesaid  letter,  and  came  to 
the  following  resolutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 
be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  for  the  com- 

munication he  has  made,  and  for  the  patriotic 
disinterestedness  manifested  therein." 

'*  Resolved,  That  this  society  will  contri- 
bute its  ijtniost  aid  towards  supporting  tbe 

rights  of  the  nation,  and  the  freadom  w  the 
press,  and  him  who  has  so  eswntlidlf  wiA' 
succesftfully  contributed  to  both. 

t 



tbcitrigb:    .,..,.,  aitlior 
«llidl  carj  wted  b\   reason,  cannotf 
en  the  fr  :     ̂          !  sipod  governraent  or  of 

%«Q^e«  k»«  roailc  Ibe  subject  of  a  pro- 

^  B«MitM}d»  Tliat  the  excessive  taxes  which 
titk^wtniry  p«>s,  being  now  seventeen  mil- 

mIIv,  give  an  additional   motive  lor 
>e  of  this  fightj  and  render  it  at  tl^c 
a  more  immediate  duly  the  nation 

»-ir,  to  enter  uj>on  and  proraote  all 

Li  commiitec  be  appointed 
.*.  iumourof  the.  above-mea- 

I  on;  and  to  report  thereon  to 
:1  -  -Li'jueiil  roeelinK," 

"  Itc&oJvcd,  That  a  copy  of  Mr.  Paine's  let- 
ter, together  with  these  resolutions,  be  trans- 

laittfa  to  all  the  associated  societies  in  town 

ind  countty  ;  and  that  this  society  do  congra- 
tulate thpiD  on  the  firtn  and  orderly  spirit,  and 

trtoqwil  perseverance,  manifested  in  all  their 
ynkc«f«liii<%  iind  exhort  them  to  a  stcmly  con- 
timiafiee  tnereio,*' 

*•  Resolved  'Itljtit  3,000  copies  of  the  abovu 
iMer  ADd  resolulions  be  printed  fur  the  use 

«rihb  society/' 
Mr.  Boaner. — These  are  the  raiautes  of  Uiose 

fdOlulioiiis  which  we  have  proved  to  have 
cotrrdjons  in  the  hand-wntingof  Mr.  Touke. 

[To  Mr,  Muciean  shauing  him  tume  papers.'] 
uA  jpou  fiud  these  at  Mr.  Adams's  house? — 
Yri,  %it. 

Ta  Mr.  Wood  fa  11.— Look  zi  that  [showing 
htm  a  paper]  whose  hand-writing  is  that  ? — 
autl  li  that  fshowing  another  paper]  Mr. 
Took*'*?— 1  believe  them  both  to  be  Mr. 
Tookc*s ;— there  arc  two  words  "  FreeNation," 
«uii  the  other  line  of  Mr.Tooke's  hand- writing. 

Mr.  Bojptr. — It  is  only  proving  the  rough 
draft,  which  is  altered. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — The  rough  draft 
tUouId  be  read  if  you  mean  to  bring  it  home 
lo  the  j^isoncr. 

[The  rough  draft  was  read  J 

Mf .  Attorney  Gcnerul. — Mr.  Adamsproved 

'   that  he   paid  for  printing  Paine's 
H<*%oIutions,  and  the  Address  to  the 

V  era)  newspapers  ;  we  will  now 
I  from  this  hook,   which  ̂ vas 

-     .r  '    lis.    There  is  an  obscrva- 
V  n    r. -i  Herald  and  the  World ; 
»    it  ih<  tl  to  insert  any  of  ilieso- 

t  '-   .  the  other  declined  lo  in- 

un  tiuf.   i     .  ..]j,  and  the  Gazetteer  re- 
UimnJ  the  money. 

id  from  abouk 
tsanddisburse- 

innji'.  vi  mc  .-^oLifrtv   jur  \  unstituliooal  In- 
livmaiioii  :J 

It 

Resolntions,  and  Address 

ATDTm?" £,  f.    d. **  2^d  May,  1792,  Argus,         -         -   1     4     0 
**  33d  -^—     Argus,        -         -    0  10     6 
»<  35th  .^—   Mornin^Chronicle,1     4    0 

**  Herald,    returned,  decli* 
oinig  to  insert  any  of  the 

socictv's  publications. •*  World,  declined. 

*•  Oracle,        -    -  J     5    0 
**  Gazetteer,  returned. 

"  Morning  Post,  not 
insertccT 

"English Chronicle,!  6 
**  General  Evening,  t    7 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 
tion;] 

"  At  a  Meeting  held,  Friday,  25lh  of  May» 
1793,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern. Strand, 

"  Present, 

"  ISIr.  Bush  in  the  chair, 

•♦  Mr.  Tooke,  Dr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Merry, 
Paine,  Mr*  Frost, Mr.  Booney,Mr.C. Sha 
Mr.  J,  Adorns, Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr. A.  BuSh7 
Lord  paer,  major  Cartwright,  Mr.  Gerrald, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Lockliart,  Mr.  Favell, 
Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Williams,  rev.  Dr.  Towcn, 
Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  Fitzgerald^ 
Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  W.bharpe,  Mr.  Tuffin,  Mr. 
Balmanno,  Mr.  Kemble,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
M.  Pearson. 

'<  Ordered,  That  G,000  more  copies  of  the 
bills,  directed  at  the  last  meeting,  be  printed : 
That  100  be  sent  to  each  of  the  twelve  as- 

sociated members  of  the  Sheffield  Constitu- 

tional Societies  ;  100  to  each  of  the  twelve  as- 
sociated members  of  the  Norwich  Constitu- 

tional Society  ;  SOO  to  each  of  the  other  socie- 
ties corresponding  with  this  society  ;  300  lo 

Mr.  Joyce  for  Mr.  Fox  of  Derby  ;  and  200  lo 

the  society  at  Beipar/* 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £^re. — What  is  that 

book  ? 

Mr.  G  ibbi. —lt\s  Mr.  Adams's  private  book, 
in  which,  pn^bably,  he  kept  the  accounts. 

Mr.  Twke.—i  beg  pardon,  we  confess  the 

payment  of  our  debts, 
Mr.  Efi/cirtf.— Mr.  Tooke  admits  they  paid 

their  debts ;  I  wish  every  body  could  admit 
as  much. 

Mr.  Oilth."  I  submit  that  it  is  not  evidence. 
Mr.  Justice  Luwrence. — It  is  evidence  that 

the  sums  eiitercd  there  were  paid  by  him. 
Mr.  GMi, — If  he  ha*  proved  the  fact,  that 

the  sums  which  are  in  that  book  were  paid 
by  him,  then  that  fact  is  proved  out  of  his 
mouth;  when  1  made  the  objection  it  wasof- 
fcrcd  as  a  book  of  the  .society. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdontild.^YLe  said, 
last  night  that  all  the  entries  in  that  book  were 
of  diabursemenls  made  by  him. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  i!yre.--What  is  this  an 
account  of? 
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Mr.  Aitornet/  General. — It  is  for  printing 
Painc's  Letter  and  the  Address  to  the  Jacobins. 

[The  following  extract  was  read  from  a  book 
containing  the  general  receipts  and  dis- 

bursements of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information :] 

£,    t.    d. 

*«  May  15th.  Goldncy,  as  per  re- 
ceipt, for  printing  Painc*s  Let- ter and  Address  to  the  Jacobins.      12  12   0 

*'  May  25th.  Parcel  to  Sheffield, 
with  Paine's  Letter  to  Dundas         0    9  11 

<<  Ditto  to  Norwich  0    8    8 
**  Parcel      to    Leicester,    with 

Paine*s  Letter  to  Dundas  0    16 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrence. — Upon  lookins  back 
to  my  notes,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have 
not  mistaken,  as  to  what  Adams  said ;  he 
said  the  book  contained  true  entries,  as  he 
believed ;  I  thought  that  applied  to  the  book 
of  accounts;  but,  upon  looking  over  my 
notes,  I  believe  he  applied  it  to  the  entries  in 
the  book  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Your  lordship  is  quite  cor- 
rect; it  applied  to  the  book  or  the  society. 

Mr.  Justice  Lawrence. — I  believe,  from  my 
memory,  that  it  applied  to  both. 

[The  folk>wing  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  (Constitutional 
Information :] 

«  May  25th. 
<'  Read  a  communication  from  the  London 

Corresponding  Society,  as  follows : 
**  Sir ; — By  direction  of  the  delegates  of  the 

London  Corresponding  Society,  f  have  the 
honour  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  their 

Favell,  Mr.  Kemble.  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Mr.  Balraanoo,  Mr.  Gerrald,  Mr. 
Walsh. 

«  The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  sent 
1,200  of  the  printed  tills,  ordered  at  the  last 
meeting,  to  the  Sheffield  Constitutional  So- 
ciety;  1,200  to  the  Norwich  Constitutional 
Society ;  to  the  Southwark  Constitutional  So- 

ciety SOO;  to  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety 800 ;  to  Mr.  Joyce,  to  be  torwsrded  to 

Mr.  Fox  of  Derby,  900 ;  to  the  Constitutional 
Whies  200 ;  to  the  society  at  Belpar  900. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  send  to  Mr. 
Joyce,  to  be  forwarded  to  Birmingham,  600 ; 
to  the  society  at  Aldgate  200 ;  to  Mr.  Walker^ 
of  Manchester,  1,200;  to  lord  Daer,  to  be 
forwarded  to  Liverpool,  200 ;  to  Mr.  Rutt,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Cambridge,  500 ;  and  400  to 
lord  Sempil,  to  be  distributed  among  the  so- 

cieties in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glasgow.** 
[The  following  letter,  from  the  London  Coiw 

responding  Society,  was  read.] 
Thursday  Slsf,  Jfoy,  1799. 

*'  Sir ; — ^The  London  Corresponding  Socie^J 
return  thanks  to  the  Society  for  Constitu- 

tional Information  for  the  communication  of 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine's  letter  to  them,  and  of 
their  resolutions  subsequent  thereto. 

''  It  gives  us  infinite  satisfaction  to  think 
that  mankind  will  soon  reap  the  advantage  of 
Mr.  Paiue's  labours,  in  a  new  and  cheaper 
edition  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

<*  We  are,  however,  no  ways  surprised  at 
the  report  of  a  prosecution  beinz  commenced 
a^inst  his  works,  for,  by  the  doctrine  sub- 

stituted for  law  in  England,  that  truth  con- 
stitutes the  libel,  the  very  many  truths  in 

Honour  u.  ciiciu.  u-  ,o  you  a  copy  oi  incir  y^^  volumes  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  render address  and  regulations  which  I  request  you  ̂ ^^^  completely  libellous;  and  force  admi- wiU  communicate  to  the  Constitutional  So-  |  nislration,  perhaps  against  their  inclination, to  submit  them  to  the  impartial  investigation ciety.     I  am  truly,  sir,  your  obedient  and 
▼cry  Immble  servant, 

"  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary. 

"  Bell,  Excter-slrcct,  May  24th,  1792." 
**  To  the  chairman  of  the  Constitutional 

Society." 
"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 

be  returned  to  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, for  the  communication  wtiich  it  has 

made  to  this  society ;  and  that  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  said  communication  be 

postponed  to  the  next  meeting  of  this  society." 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anclior  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  1st  of  June, 
17PC, 

"  PllESFNT, 

"  Robert  Merry,  esq. ;  in  the  Chair, 

"  Mr.  J.  II.  Tookc,  Mr.  I''rost,rev.  Mr. .Joyce, 
Mr.  W.  Sharpc,  air.  West,  Mr.  John  Mar- 

tin, Mr.  M.  Pearson,  lord  Daer,  Mr.  Bon- 
ney,  Mr.  Rutt,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  G.  Wil- 

liams, Mr.  M.  Bush,  Capt.  Tookc  Harwood, 
Mr.  I  WiUiams,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  B.  Cooper, 
Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  Aspinal,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 

of  competent  judges. 

"  llis  majesty's  proclamation  next  engages 
our  notice :  After  reading  it  with  great  atten- 

tion, we  discard  an  idea  thrown  out  bv  some, 
that  it  had  been  drawn  up  and  sent  mrth,  at 
this  juncture,  with  a  view  of  raising  unfavour- 

able prejudices  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  Mr.  Paine,  or  his  works,  now  under  a 
prosecution ;  inasmuch  as  such  an  attempt,  if 
it  could  be  proved*  would  not  only  bear  ma- 

lice on  the  face  of  it,  but  would  likewise  be  a 
most  daring  violation  of  the  laws. 

"  We  are  more  willing  to  discover  therein 
his  majesty's  great  goodness  of  heart  and  pa- 

ternal care,  anticipating  our  warmest  wishes, 

giving  the  greatest  encouragement  to  our  dif- 
ferent societies,  and  holding  forth  the  same 

strong  desire  with  us  of  abiding  by  the  contti* 
tution  in  iti  pure  and  uncorrupt  atate ;  of  se- 

curing the  public  peace  and  prosperity  ;  oi  pre- 
serving  ̂ »  ALL  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
rights  and  liberties,  both  religious  and  civil  g 
and  seeming,  in  fact,  to  encourage  them  under 
the  most  serious  consideratkn  of  ikmr  mm 
xoelfare,  and  that  (^  tkmt  ̂ 0/mM9i  to  JQBI 



10^  tad  onHis  Ibair  endeavours  with  ours  in 
frnterdiag  ̂ ^hut  aU  niteniptu  aiming  at  the 

*  *  HI  vf  wholesome  ttnd  regular  goveru- 
<ige  and  rcpreiss,  to  the 
a  ft  proc€cdinjgt  tending 

iiiconirovertibly  the 

iyo>ing  ihe  royai  sane- 
I  in  exercisiug  our  rigljt 
lid  wiiere  wc  please,  of 

evir*.  cts  AS  wc  lUiuk  proper^ 
t£im%Tui:\  *jw-citizens,  and  ofunil* 

ii^#iir  en  >  obtain  a  perfect  reprc- 
MfllatioD  H.  i..^.  i.<r.iient,  we  are  luking  the 
hl64t  Oirlbou  of  sccurtiig  to  ourselves  and 
•sr  posterity  all  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 

peace. 
•*  Yielding  to  the  society  for  ConstHutional 

la^mation,  both  In  priority  of  iuslitulion 
and  in  greatness  of  abilities,  we  yet  put  in 
our  claiai  lor  euuaiity  of  zeal  to\^ards  the 

poblic  gvod.  and  nrm  deienuinaiion  to  obtain 
It.  Wc  arc»  with  grrit  ebteem,  sir,  your 
^ithfitly  biimhlc  scrvdnts, 

**  Maitrice  Maroahot,  chairman. 
"  TuoifA.»  Haruy.  secretary." 

Addrcaaed,  *^  Major  Cartwn^ht,  chairman 
ci  the  Society  for  Consiilulional  Infor- 

•  Ordered^  That  the  said  letter  be  pub- 
Ubed  m  such  newspapers  as  will  receive  the 

idfifliMnienU  of  this  society/' 

"  At  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Andior  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday  the  8lh  of 

Present, 

Mr,  Sturch  in  the  chair, 

"Mr  '  "  "  jke,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr-  Bonnev, 
coJ:  .  Dr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr. 
Sinciini,  Ml.  M,  Pearson,  Mr.  Lockhart, 
itev.  Mr,  Joyce,  Mr.  Favell,  Mr.  John 
Martin,  Mr  Choppin,  captain  Tookc  Har- 
w»od,  Mr,  M.  Bush,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr. 
rLatm^nrio,  Mr.  j^spiuaU  Mr,  West,  Mr.  G. 

s  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  Mr. 
%  Mr.  Tufiin«  Mr.  Fitxgerald,  Mr, 

J*  L.  B«tlev,  Mr<  J.  Adams. 

••  Reeved,  That  an  of-on  comniitlec  of 
tiift  mriiiber«  of  this  society  roccl  at  the 

«€ielafr%  houje  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock, 
to  lake  into  consider^lion  Mr.  Paine's  letter, 
frbicb  i*9  to  be  printed  in  the  Argus  of  to- 
nortow ;  and  that  the  committee  huve  power 
It  ttmnsmtt  copie?)  thereof  to  the  dillerenl 
Cotreapoodtng  Societies  in  the  country,  if 

lltqrahall  think  proper." 

Iffr.  Aitifrneji  G e7ieral,—Y out  lordship  will 
iad.  frwiM  *i(b>0(|iient  entries,  that  those 
iDordf — "  I '  f  er,*' — means  Mr.  Paine's 
1e?ter  to  M  -^^  given  in  evidence  upon 
^      '    '-  ,  »iijd  which  will  be  civcn  in 

._  .J  on  this;  and  your  lordship 
•ill  ULtiif  in  tin:  book  q(  accounts,  a  parcel  to 

Xgrwidiy  of  Paiuc's  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas;  a 

parcel  to  Sheffield ;  a  parcel  to  Glasgow ;  ano- 
ther parcel  to  Sheftield  ;  another  to  Norwich, 

AlC.  We  will  now  r*::n\  the  proceedings  of 
the  Constittttional  Soritty,  of  the  S5th  of 

May,  and  the  J5th  June,  179'2. 
"  May  25,  1792. 

<*  Read  a  paper  called  a  proclamation,  dated 
2i5t  instant. 

*•  tJrdcred,  Tliai  the  ibllowinc  resolutions, 
relating  to  the  said  paper,  ralteJ  a  proclamdi- 
lion,  he  published  in  all  the  newspapers. 

"  The  society  look  into  consideration  a 
paper,  gti-  -l'*  -  irculaied,  under  the  name 
vi  VI   ph  I,    whereupon   the  society 
came  to  L...  .^.;...ing  resolutions: 

''  Resolved,  Thiit  tlie  grcul  pains  taken  in 
the  aforesaid  circulalcd  paper,  to  inform  the 

people  of  their  happiness,  appears  to  this  so- 
ciety to  be  at  least  unuecessary;  for,  if  the 

people  are  happy,  they  need  not  the  informa- 
tion; and,  if  they  are  not  so,  it  is  not  a  pro- 

clamation that  will  make  Ihcm  believe  it. 

*'  Resolved,  Tliat  the  people  necessarily 
separated,  for  the  purpose  of  following  ihcir 
several  occupations,  and  aricndujg  to  their 
domestic  concerns,  have  a  ri^ht  to  meet,  as* 
sociale,  and  communicate  together,  upon  all 
matters  relative  to  their  comnion  goo*l ;  and 
it  is  a  duty  they  reciprocally  owe  to  each 
other,  so  to  do. 

"  Resolved,  That  any  publicftlion?,  how- 
ever denominated,  which  tend  either  directly, 

or  by  loose,  general,  and  obscure  expre*»siona, 
to  pVohibit  or  control  the  aforesaid  right  of 
association,  or  any  other  ri^ht,  renders  the 
exercise  of  that  right  the  more  necessary,  and 
especially  under  the  present  tirr  urn  stances, 
when  the  weight  of  taxes,  and  the  excessive 
dcarness  of  provisions,  aie  subjects  uf  general 
complaint;  and  an  apprehension  prevails, 
that  a  confederacy  of  courts  i*  formed,  or 
forming,  against  the  natural  and  civil  rights of  man. 

"  Resolved,  That  as  it  is  a  more  jgrievous 
injur;*'  to  kill  than  to  defame,  so  is  it  in  the 
opinion  of  lhii>  society  much  worse,  to  repeal 
and  expunge,  than  to  vilify  and  brin^  into 
conteuipt  the  wise  and  wholesome  provisions 
made  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

*•  Resolved,  That  the  provision*  of  an  act 
of  the  sixth  of  William  and  Mary,  chap.  2, 

*  That  from  henceforth  no  parliament  whatso- 
ever, that  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be 

called,  assembled,  or  held,  shall  have  any 
continuance,  any  longer  than  for  three  years 
only,  at  the  farthest,  to  be  accounted  from 
the  day  on  which,  by  the  writs  of  summons, 
the  said  parUaments  shall  be  appointed  W 

meet :'  * 
"  Also,  That  the  provision  of  ( 2  William  3, 

chap.  2,  '  that  all  matters  and  tilings  relating 
to  the  well  governing  of  this  kingdom,  which 
are  moncrly  cognizable  in  the  privy  council, 
by  tnc  laws  and  custonos  of  this  realm,  sliall 

be  transacted  there,  aadaAHieiiCAuUou'&Xa^fiXRL 
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same:' 
"  Also,  That  the  farther  pn>vision  by  the 

said  act, '  that  no  person  who  has  an  office,  or 
place  of  profit,  under  the  kinz  or  receives  a 
pension  from  the  crown,  shall  be  capable  of 
serrioe  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
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jpon  shall  be  sig;ned  by  such  of  the  privy       Daer,   Mr.  Aspioal,   colonel  Miles,   Mr- 
il  as  shall  advise  and  consent  to  the       Walsh,  Mr.  Cooper, 

«  Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Cortes- 
ponding  Society,  stating,  that  they  had  opened 
a  subscription  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Paine, 
and  that  they  wished  six  of  their  members 
might  be  associated  with  this  society. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired 
to  inform  the  secretary  of  the  London  Cor- 

responding Society,  that  this  society  receive 
their  proposal  with  pleasure ;  and  are  willing 
to  admit  such  six  of  the  members  whom  they 
shall  nominate,  to  be  associated  members  of 
this  society. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  subscription  be  opened 
in  this  society,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine,  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  the  London 

Corresponding  Society,  and  the  two  last  reso- 
lutions, be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

«  Resolved,  That  ia,000  copies  of  Mr. 
Paine's  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  be 
printed  by  this  society,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
mg  transmitted  to  our  correspondents  through- 

out Great  Britain ;  and  ttiat  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  direct  the  same. 

''  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  con- 
sist of  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Chatfield, 

Rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Simmonds,  and  Mr. 
Frost. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  subscription  for  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Paine,  opened  by  this  society, 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  this 

society." 

mons :' 
**  Resolved,  That  the  foreeoing  were,  in 

a  ̂ eat  dezree,  wise  and  wholesome  pro- 
visions, made  for  the  preservation  and  secu- 

rit^r  of  the  rights  and  liberty  of  the  people, 
wmch,  notwithstandins,  so  hr  from  being 
since  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  subse- 

quent laws,  have,  to  our  great  mischief,  been 
totally  repealed  and  taken  away. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  monstrous  enormity 
and  erievance  of  the  present  national  debt; 

"  The  grievous  oppression  of  seventeen 
millions  annually  of  taxes ; 

'*  The  scandalous  duration  of  parliaments 
for  seven  years; 

"  Private  proprietors  of  boroughs,  falsely 
pretending  to  be,  and  really  acting  as,  repre- 

sentatives of  the  people ; 
"  Judges  claimine  in  all  cases,  and  under 

all  circumstances,  Uie  determination  of  thp 

oinunality  or  innocence  of  any  act,  exclu- 
sively of  tne  jury ;  expensive  armainents,  and 

menacing  proclamations  and  encampments, 
in  time  of  a  profound  peace : 

'*  These  things  we  cannot  believe  either 
wise  or  wholesome ;  and  we  declare  it  to  be 
a  fiital  omission,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion,  that  these  things  were  not  sufficiently 
Buarded  against ;  and  we  feel  it  our  duty,  to 
tne  utmost  of  our  power,  to  obtain  a  full  and 
fair  representation  of  the  people,  which  we 
hold  to  be  the  only  effectual  security  for  their 
lights,  liberties,  and  property,  and  to  be  the 
only  measure  that  can  produce  that  due  sub- 

mission to  the  laws,  and  that  just  confidence 
in  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  parliament, 

-which  are  declared  in  the  said  paper,  called  a 
proclamation,  to  be  the  chicf^  causes  (under 
Providence)  of  the  wealth,  the  happiness,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom. 

*'  Mr. Tooke,  from  the  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting,  to  inquire  relative  to  the 
rumour  of  a  prosecution  against  Mr.  Paine, 
desired  time  to  make  their  report  till  a  future 

meeting." 

«  At  a  Meeting,  held  on  Friday,  the  15th 
of  June,  1792,  at  the  Crown  and 
tavern,  Strand, 

'*  Present, 

''  J.  H.  Tooke,  esq.  in  the  chair, 
**  Mr.  Simmonds,  Mr.  Bonncy,  Mr.  Frost, 

Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  W.  sliarpe,  Mr.  C. 
Hull,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Lock- 
hart,  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  A.  Bush,  Mr.  Chop- 
Sin,  Mr.  Wood,   Mr.  Chatfield,   Rev.  Mr. 
oyce.  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr. 

Sinclair,  Mr.  Stttfch,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  lord 

Mr  Bower. — Here  is  the  original  minute  of 
these  proceedings.  I  will  prove  they  are  Mr. 
Tookc*s  hand- writing. 

Mr.  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  liojicr. — Mr.  Woodfall,  whose  hand- 
writing do  you  believe  this  paper  to  be  ? 

Mr.  William  Woodfall— \  believe  this  to  l)r. 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand-wriiing. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Certainly  it  is. 

[The  rough  drafl  of  the  Minutes  was  read.] 

Mr.  Daniel  Adams  called  again. 

Mr.  Bower. — Look  and  see  whether  this 
book  of  accounts  contains  an  account  of  your 
expenditure,  for  the  use  of  the  Constitutional 
Society?— Yes,  it  does. 

There  are  some  marginal  notes  there — 
"  returned  by  the  Oracle" — and  other  papers; 

Anchor  |  are  those  minutes  of  your  making.^—They 

'  are. 

Were  they  made  because  the  papers  were 
so  returned  from  the  publishers  of  these 
newspapers  ? — Yes,  they  declined  inserting 
them  in  tlieir  papers. 

Does  this  book  contain  a  true  account  of 
your  expenditures  for  the  use  of  that  society? — It  docs. 

Mr.  Bower. — Look  at  the  entry  of  a  meeting 
on  the  22d  of  July,  1792;  where  was  that 
meeting  held  ?~At  my  bouse. 
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U  thil  an  entry  of  a  meeting  tliai  was  Itcld 
fmul»st  itmr^— ̂ li  js. 

And  till*  narut's  of  the  parties  appearing 
Ibcre  wercpPTfions  present  iil  .some  purl  of  the 
CTcnsng  f — Some    pari  of  the  evening  they 

Mr.  OiW«  — What  is  this  entry  ? 
Lanl  Cliicr  Justice  Kj^re. — U  is  an  entry 

vtiirli  ̂ ns  re:i<l  htst  night,  dc  hnte  esse,  Mr. 
A^f  '  prove  it  :  by  some 
met-  ihe  geuerul  accuunt, 
iicmi>i<^j  ih.il  iijceung. 

£Ttie  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  lb*;  Soctely  for  Conslilutiunal  Infwrnia- 
tlOlltJ 

**  At  a  Meeting  tjcid  at  the  Crown  and 
Aaebor  UverPf  uu  iriday,  22 J  of  JunCj  171^3» 

"  PatSEKTi 

Mr.  Frost  in  Ihe  chair, 

•  Dr.  Edward?,  Mr.  C  Sl.arpc,  Mr.  Paine, 
Mr.  J»  H.  I'.'oke,  Dr.  Maxwell,  fcv.  Mr. 
Jove«,  Mr.  Botmey,  Mr.  J.  Joyce,  Lord 
Sempill,  Mr.  Slurch,  Mr.  Jcnning!?,  Mr.  M^ 
Busii,  Mr.  Buih,  Mr.  Unit,  Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Balmanno,  Mr.  Bakcwell,  Mr  (J.  Wit- 
Imros  Mr.  Chalfield,  Mr.  Wutla,  Mr.  J. 
3(»rtin,  Mr.  Sinrluir, 

••Xjr  Tiir.Lp  reported  that  an  information 
«IB  T  list  Mr.  Paine,*  lor  his  publica- 
tioov  ,^iits  of  Man. 

"  Ordf  red,  Thiit  the  subscription  entered 
into  for  the  benefit  of  Mr,  Thonuis  Paine,  be 
eotertd  m  a  separate  part  of  the  book,  and 

Iteptop^n   for  l be  members  of  this  societ}'. 
••If  u  il  to  the  society  that  Mr.  Favcli 
haTir  many  similar  concerns  on  his 
bftOci  10  be  excused  from  receiving 
the  ̂   113  on  Mr.  Painc's  act  omit." 

••  1  rUat  the  subscriptions  be  re- 

ceive lionney,  Mr.  Faine's  solicitor." 
"  .V:         -u  reported  thai  iIjc  commitlce, 

ai^pointcd  to  urcuJate  Mr.  Paine's  letter  to 
Mr.  Dundas,  had  obtained  an  estimate  for 

pnntinf  li^.OOiJ,  wluch  amounted  to  25^." 
"  Ordered,  That  12,000  copies  of  tlie  said 

letter  be  printed,  according  to  the  estimate 
reported. 

"  Revived,  That  the  said  enrncnitlee  be 
rrquested  to  meet  on  this  day  scvenijght,  iit 

four  o'clock,  at  this  place,  to  consider  of  the 
btfl  me:itis  of  circulating  the  same." 

T%ama$  Chapman,  called  again. — examined  by 
Mr.  Garraw. 

Lftst  night  you  gave  an  account  of  your 

pruilirur    xhr-  first   piTt    of    Puioc's    llightS   Ol' 
rjd  as  look  at  the  ser-t>nd  part 

t  .iny  part  of  that  by  Mr.  Puine'si 
orders  .''— rsol  of  tais  book. 

You  mean  not  \h^\  particular  book  f — Not 
lliat  ptf  ticuJiLr  book. 

*  See  Uie  Trkl  of Tbomas  Palaei  nnt},  Vol. 
it,  p.  557. 
VOL.  XXV, 
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Did  you  print  up  to  any  extent^  and  to  what 
page  of  llic  scconfJ  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man 
for  Mr.  Paine— look  at  this  copy,  it  is  one  I 
had  occasion  to  show  you  a  few  days  ago-^ 
did  you  print  any  part  ol  that  for  Mr.  Paine  ?— 
This  is  not  the  copy  ̂ ou  gave  me  before  I 
did  not  print  this  particular  book;  1  ai^  cer- 
tam  this  is  not  the  book,  because  this  is  itie 
third  edition. 

[Another  copy  shown  to  the  witness.} 
This  is  not  mine. 

Mr.  Oarrow. — You  told  us,  in  the  course  of 
your  evidence  in  this  cause,  that  you  printed 
the  first  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  lor  Mr. 
PaiDC  i* — Yes. 
Did  you  see  Mr.  Paine  upon  the  subject 

ufany  publication  called  the  sjccood  part  of  the 
RighlsolMan?— Idid, 

Di<l  you  nrint  any  part  of  that  work  for 
him  ?— I  dia, 

V  p  to  what  page  ? — Up  to  page  148, 1  think, 
^Vhen  you  had  printed  so  fur,  did  any  thing 

pass  which  broke  off  the  connexion,  in  busi- 
nesP,  between  you  and  Mr.  Paine  ?^Yes. 
Do  you  know,  from  your  own  knowledge 

or  fr  jm  Mr.  Paine,  who  was  applied  to  to  go 
on  wjlii  that  publication? — ^Froraparticularcir- 
ciim5.tances  I  know  that  Mr.  Bensky  was  ap- 

plied to. Do  you  know  in  point  of  fact,  who  took  up 
the  printing  from  where  you  left  off  ? — 1  do 
not. 

The  book  you  have  in  your  hand,  appears 

to  be  published  by  Jordan? — It  does. 

Jeretniah  Samuel  Jordan,  sworn.— examined  by 
Mr.  Garrcw. 

You  are  a  bookseller  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  publishing  the  Rights  of 
Man  tor  Mr.  Paine  r — Yes, 

Did  you  deliver  any  copies  of  that  work,  at 
any  lime,  to  Mr.  While?— I  do  not  recollect. 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr  While.' — Yes. 
Dill  you  ever  see  Mr.  Wluie  upon  the  sub- 

ject of  the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  f 
-— Ves. 

Try  to  recollect  yourself  and  tell  me  whe- 
ther, upon  that  occasion,  you  did  or  not  give 

Mr.  While  a  copy  of  that  work  ? — I  cannot  re- 
collect— it  is  two  years  since — and  I  have  not 

the  least  recollection  upon  the  subject,  whe- 
tlicr  1  did  or  not, 

Ixiuk  at  thit  book,  and  tell  me  whether  you 
b(  licve  that  to  be  one  published  by  you  ?— I 
do  not  think  this  was  published  by  nic. 

Look  at  it?— I  do  not  believe  it  was  pub- iislicdbvmc. 

Why? — Because  X  see  there  is  my  own  wri- 
ting upon  the  title;  it  was  bought  from  ano- 

ttn/r  person. 
Have  you  any  doubt  that  it  was  once  in 

your  possession  »— It  was  in  my  possession 
undoubtedly.  « 

Hut  YOU  did  not  print  it  f — No ;  nor  I  did not  sell  tins  book. 

Did  you  buy  it?— ApcrsonbDu^Hitvi.foi  «ia.^ 
M 
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Whdm  did  yoii  redeiVfc  it  frotb  ?--From  a 
Mr.  Huntley,  I  see. 
Who  is  he  ?— He  live^  I  beliete^  ib  Duke- 

fftreet,  Orosvenor-sduare. 
A9  you  did  not  sell  it,  perh&ps  you  gate  it 

away '—-It  is  likely  I  did. 
Sedffi^  your  own  hand -Writing  upon  it,  and 

feitollecting  you  had  some  couversation  with 
Mr.  White  upon  the  second  part  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  have  you  the  least  doubt,  upon  your 
oath,  that  you  eave  Mr.  White  that  book  ? — 
I  cannot  say ;  1  rather  think  I  might. 

Mr.  Garrtta. — Rather  think  you  might !— I 
cannot  be  positive ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  cir- 
cumstance. 

What  is  in  your  hand-writing?—**  Bought 
of  Mr.  Johnson,  February  the  IJBth,  1792, 
by  Mr.  Huntley." 

This  is  a  memorandum  of  your  own? — Yes. 
Upon  what  occasion  did  you  make  that  me- 

morandum ? — Because  I  was  desirous  to  know 
Whether  Mr.  Johnson  had  sold  any. 

That  desire  could  not  have  led  you  to  make 
that  memorandum  P — It  was  to  be  certain 
that  Mr.  Johnson  had  sold  it. 

Upon  what  occasion  did  you  make  that  me- 
morandum ?-^Because  I  understood  my  name 

was  nut  to  it,  and  thetefore  I  did  not  expect 
that  Mr.  Johnson  would  sell  them. 

You  thought  Mr.  Johnson  would  not  sell 
the  book  with  your  name  t6  it  ? — Yes. 

Was  your  name  put  to  it  without  your  con- 
sent .'—It  was  not. 

What  do  you  mean  by  Johnson  not  selling 
the  book  with  your  name  to  it  ? — He  had  my 
consent  to  put  my  name  to  them,  but  I  thought 
he  would  nut  sell  them  with  my  name  to 
them,  as  his  own  was  not.  ■ 

Your  consent  was  given,  then,  to  put  your 
name  to  that  ?— Yes. 

You  say  you  did  not  puWibh  that  book — 
y<ou  do  not  cull  giving  a  book  away  publishing 
a  book— publishing  is  sdhng  ?— Yes ;  though 
I  publislied  a  great  number  of  the  books,  I 
dM  not  publish  this,  because  I  did  not  sell  it. 

Did  vou  publish  any  of  which  this  is  a  copy  ? 
—I  did. 

Have  you  my  doubt  that  you  published 
iome  of  which  this  is  one  c<jpy  ? — Not  at  all. 
Whom  did  you  publish  them  for? — For 

Ml".  Paine. 
Had  you  communications  with  Mr.  Paine 

upon  the  subject  of  the  publication  ?— Very 
little ;   I  had  some  conversation  with  him. 

Was  there  any  profit i*— Yes. Was  there  anv  account  to  be  rendered  ? — 
Yes. 

Had  you  any  account,  upon  the  subject  of 
that  publication,  with  Mr.  Paine,  or  with  Mr. 
Tooke?— With  Mr.  Paine. 

Do  yon  know  Mr.  llurne  Tooke  .?^Yes. 
Did  you  ever  see  him  upon  the  subject  of 

th«  publication  of  that  second  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man  ? — I  do  not  recollect  upon  the 
aecoad  pan. 

Endeavour  to  recoUect  j-ouwclf?  —  When 
nt^  actios^  wtta  eoHtfiMflkcxn]^  d^aitot  toc^  I ^eniio  JUr,  Tooke. 

I  suppose  the  prosecution  you  mean? — 
Yes ;  for  publishing  the  second  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man— I  went,  according  to  orders, 
to  Mr.  Tooke. 

Did  you  communicate  to  him  that  you 
came  in  consequence  of  orders  ? — Yes,  in  con- 

sequence of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  Mr. Paine. 

Did  that  letter  direct  you  to  so  to  Mr. 
Tooke  ?— I  do  not  recollect  that  it  did. 

You  told  me  you  went,  in  consequence  of 
an  order,  to  Mr.  Tooke?— In  consequence  of 
an  order  from-Mr.  Paine  I  went  to  Mr.  Tooke's^ 
ezpect'mg  to  meet  Mr.  Paine  there. 

Did  you  meet  Mr.  Paine  there?— I  did. 
WasMr.  Tooke  there  too  ?— He  was. 
Recollect  what  passed  when  Mr.  Paine  and^ 

Mr.  Tooke  were  presetit? — I  cannot  say- 
Mr.  Tooke  and  I  had  a  little  dispute  about 
my  being  timid,  in  consequence  of  the  action. 
Having  a  sort  of  dispute  enables  one  to 

recollect  the  conversation  more  than  when 

one  has  no  dispute— What  was  the  conver- 
sation ? — Mr.  Tooke  seemed  angry  that  I  was 

timid  and  doubtful  of  leaving  me  actioD  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  Bonncy. 
Had  it  been  before  that  settled  that  Mr. 

Bonney  should  defend  you  upon  that  proee- 
secution  ? — I  saw  Air.  Bonney  at  that  time  at 

Mr.  Tooke's. Who  else  was  present?— Mr.  King,  that  is 
an  attorney  I  took  with  me ;  I  was  rather 

timid,  and  was  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Paine*s 
proceedings ;  I  was  rather  fearful ;  I  there- 

fore took  the  gentleman  recommended  to  me, 
Mr.  King,  an  attorney,  as  a  witness.  I  reaHy 
cannot  recollect  what  passed. 

Was  any  body  else  there  ?— Only  Mr.  Tooke 
and  Mr.  Bonney. 

You  were  fearful,  you  say,  of  trusting  Mr. 
Bonncy  with  your  defence?- 1  was  rather 
fearful. 

Can  you  recollect  wliat  Mr.  Tooke  said  to 
you  uj)on  that  subject  ?— He  said  Mr.  Paine 
had  employed  Mr.  Bonney  for  the  defence; 
I  might  |o  home  a^^out  my  business,  and 
rest  satisfied  that  Mr.  Bonney  would  take 
care  of  the  business. 

Can  you  say  whether  that  book  which  you 
now  hold  in  your  baud  is  one  of  that  edition, 
about  which  vou  had  this  conversation  ? — I 

cannot  say  it  is.- Perhaps  1  am  in  an  error  as  to  the  edition? 
— This  ib  not  the  same  edition. 

Is  it  a  copy  of  the  same  book  ? — Yes. 
Mr.  Enkinc.—\h,\v  do  you  know  that  this 

is  one  of  the  copirs? — Because  there  is  my 
own  hand-writing  on  this  book. 

Mr.  Erskine. — Is  it  pritited  by  you  ? — I  did 
not  print  it ;  I  published  it. 
How  do  you  know  that  is  one  ?— Because 

there  is  mv  own  writing  upon  it. 
How  did  you  know  that  it  was  a- copy  When 

you  put  yuur  writing  on  it,  yOti  onW  ̂ lOMdit 
then,  I  siippose,  as  you  do  now  ? — Vcs. 

Mr.  Gurrdv.— Was  this  one  of  th^i 
of- that  work  which  you  had  for 



WA%  Dever  in  my  hou»e,  I  believer 
r  I  it 

.,...  ...I  pjirtictilur  book?— No;  not  Ihfit 
piifticuJar  book 

Jrrtmmk  SMttutl  Jordan  cross-examined  by 
Mr.  Krthtnc, 

You  Teat  and  bought  tbat  book  ? — ^I  :»ent 
far  a. 

Aod  when  you  bitil  bought  it  '^on  put  yotir 
luaie  upon  M«  a«  ft  proof  Lhut  U  wufi  th«  book 

JW)  bouf^ht  !•— Yes. 
Uov  do  you   know  Ibat  tbe   book   vou 

•»»s  ihe  book  which  you  yourself  bad 
If —'No;     I  can  not  ?viy  that  —  this 

nf"^""  ''   -  in  my  houte  till  I  bought  it 
— tk^  ojir  lo, 

t     5lr-  _. — ^  Look   at   ̂ ^i<  ̂ <f>na:ing  the 
mittf  itHiWAer  <:r>/«yl  to  wii  sen^e 
of  the  urord //iiWiiA,  Jul  yu  i  thiil?— I 

Niy  to  I  hi*  very  Wok,  1  published  ft 
ir  offt  bvok  tike  thi«. 

Um4  those  whicii  yo4i  ̂ nd  Johnson  sold — 
tttblbbeH  bv  you— your  i 
Iftldi 
llbi*li 

Oti 

the  p«*per  is  ral 
You    MTP    1    ̂ ' 

pQ»ef--I  - 

lumc  upon  liiem— 
the  general  lippearance  which 

ler  ?— Yes, 
lid  that  sort  of 

LLniarly,  because 

bookseller,  I  sup- 
Uouks. 

lur  of  Mr.  Paine's 
iliRthasfiassed 
seller,  of  that 

tJiteoL  liic^e  published 
.1  aiioiuer  edition. 

I  tdilujii :'— Nu  ;  another  octavo 
priutttd    for    D.    Jord^in,    Viccn,- 

lUipf  ytM  seen  any  with  J.  S,  Jordan,  of 
,1-,*    ,..„   .t,  ,*  ̂ x^orc  not  published  by  you?— -11  a  suiaU  eciition. 

—You  know  no  more  of  that 
iie  other  bimlv  ? 

—We  propobc  to  read  them 'ice. 

—  Lt  is  not  our  object  at  all \ 
rcf  Justice  Eyre. — U  wns  read  aub- 

i  t  he  aanic  evidence  before 
^AII  1  j^iy  if!,  1  do  not  think 

catcd  about  it;  I  submit 

"/r^. — The  question 
'^  Cuurt  was  of  opi- 

i  *.  .-v^n  published  ihruugh 
i  jiis  was  ti  rcasuudble  evidence 
It  „^  .-  ...-  -  _.y,  tlut  It  WM  the  same  book. 

[SewfauJ  Kxtmcts  from  the  Rights  of  Mao^ 
TttTt  the  Second,  were  rc;id.] 

\7yk  Uard>'!i  Trial,  anU,  Vol.  24,  page  500.1 
Mi*  Juo^— >  ikewise  i 

n^l  to  lief  ir«!  >•  at  uf  that 
book— it  v^  i   '  .  but  not 
^  leaf  »',:  iilence— I 
^|llat  tiir  j:rcr:uc  in  iv  be  r»  i  i. 

[The  prefetc  wgs  read.] 

[Hde  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol  24,  p>ge  303.] 

[The  foUowiHg  entries  were  read  from  tho 
book$  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Informatiop :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
tavernj  Strand,  Friday^  9*nh  of  June,  1792, 

"  Dr.  Edwards  in  the  chair, 

^  Ixjrd  Sempill,  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Fttt! 

Mr.  Chuppin,  Mr.  VV.  ̂ '      ̂     **     t\        y, Mr.  Hull,  Mr- Un%h. 
ton,  Mr.  VVilliiims,  Mi.  ̂   ...... .v .,.,  ,»>.  ^.u. 

Joyce,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Captain  T.  Har- 
wji^j,  Mr,  8uic!*tir,  Mr,  Fitzgerald^  Mr. 
Bush,    Mr,    Balmanno,   Mr.    Watts, Kentish, 

**  Mr.  Sturch  reported  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  of  the  best  means  of 

circulultng  M**.  Maine's  Letter  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Dundas^  that  ihey  were  of  opmion  the 

letter  should  be  sent  as  follows  ■• 
"  850  Kev.  Mr.  Morn?,  Great  Yarmouth. 
»*  too  Mr,  Kotcutt,  Ipswich,  Suffolk. 
<*  100  Rev.  Mr.  Uowe,  Shicwsbury. 
"  150  Mr.  Sampson  Kingsford,  Canterbury. **  Sent  to  Mr.  Joyco. 

«  laoo  Mr.  Thomas  Wtilker,  Manchester. 
•'   1200  Mr.  CyflT,  Norwich. 
"  1200  Mr.  Ashton,  Sheffield. 
*«     aoo  Mr.  Fox,  Derby, 

**     100  Mr  LogHden^Cheshimt,  Herts. 
**     lOO  Editor  of  the  Leicester  Herald, 

cester. 
**    150  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  Birmingham. "  Sent  by  coacjf 

"    «00  Exeter. 

«     100  Mr.  Hazlett,  Weymouth. 
**  Sent  to  Mr.  Puller's,  leather-seller, 

Long- Acre. 

"    400    Mr.  Audlcy,  Cambridge. 

"     900     Mr,  Na«h,*Royslon. 
*'  Sent  by  Mr.  ilutt,  Thame&>Btic4 

*'    JiOO  London  Corre'^pondiug  Society;  sent 
to  Mr.  Hawes, 

"      50  AldguteSwict.v;  sent  to  the  MUre, 
*'      .DO  Coniititutiunul  Whig« ;    sent  to  Mc 

Conner, 

"        6  Mr.  Lamblon  ;  sent  lo  him. 
*♦        6  Mr.  WhitbrcHd:  sent  lo  him. 

**     800  Friends  of  the  People,  Borough ;  ̂ent 
to  .Mr   Favell. 

"    100  Mr.  Bu^h ;  *ent  to  him. 
"    300  Mr.   Pearson,  and   Mr.   Balmaj)n< 

tent  to  them. 

**    400  Lord  Sempill,  Glasgow. 

^*  100  Mr.  rhomas  Francis,  Birminghaon. 
"  100  Rev.  Mr.  Martin. 

"  100  Rev.  Mr.  Joyce  ;  lord  Stanhopc'8. 
"  100  Mr.  Frost,  Spring  GanJcns. 
"  100  Rev.  Mr.  PolVicas^ ,  V^Vt  ̂ S,  ̂  \igciX.. 
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'<    100  Rev.  Mr.  Toulmin,  Taunton. 
*'    100  Rev.  Mr.  Corrie,  Broomsgrove. 
"    100  Rev.  Mr.  Wychc,  Maidstone. 
«    200  Mr.  Rutt,  Thames-street. 
**    SOO  Rev.  Mr.  Lh»yd,  Sussex. 
"    100  Rev.  Mr.  Mills,  Portsmouth. 

"  Seot  to  Mr  Sturch,  and  by  him  sent 
to  the  different  persons. 

"    700  Mr.  Johnson,  St.  Paul's  Church-yard, 
for  different  parts  of  the  country. 

•'  8962 

"Ordered,  That  the  letter  be  circulated 
agreeable  to  the  report  of  the  committee." 

''  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
6th  July,  179«, 

"  Present, 

"  Mr.  Sturch  in  the  chair, 

**  Mr.  Chatfield,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  lord  Sempill, 
.,   Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Sinimonds,  Uev.  Mr.  Joyce, 

Mr.    Bonney,    Mr.    Broukhank,    (/olonel 
Keating,  Mr.  M.  Pearson,  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  I 
Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Balmanno,  Mr.  Jennings,  I 
Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  J.  II.  Tooke,  CapUin  Tooke  I 
liarwood,  Mr.   Bakewell,  Mr.  Hind,   Mr. 
0.  Williams  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr.  J.  Wil- 

liams, Mr.  Sutton,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Walsh, 
Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Barlow, 
Dr.  Kentish, 

"  Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  returning  thanks  for  the 

communication  of  this  Society,  and  forward* 
iug  the  following  names  as  proper  persons  to 
be  elected  associated  members  of  this  so- 

ciety :  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Margarot,  Mr.  Ilichter, 
Mr.  Littlejohn,  Mr.  Grant,  and  iSlr.  Gow.'^ 

Mr.  Maclean. — (  found  this  letter  among 
Mr.  Adams's  papers. 
[A  Letter  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary, 

addressed  to  Mr.  D.  Adams,  dated  July  6, 
1792,  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  24,  page  189.] 
Mr.  I.tft/xt<n.— This  is  one  of  the  books  I 

found  at  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 
Mr.  Law. — It  is  one  of  the  200  which  were 

transmitted  by  the  Constitutional  Society  to 
Hardy. 

[It  was  read.] 

**  Mr.  Paine's  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 
London.  June  6,  J 792. 

"  Sir; — As  you  opened  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  May  25th,*  on  the  pro- 

clamation for  suppressing  publication^  which 
that  proclamation  (without  naming  any)  calls 
wicked  and  seditious,  and  as  you  applied 
those  opprobrious  cpitliets  to  the  works  in  • 

*  See  this  Debate  in  the  New  Pari.  Hist. 
Vol29fP.  1476. 

tituled  RIGHTS  OF  MAN,  I  think  it  imne. 
cessary  to  offer  any  other  reason  for  ad- 

dressing this  letter  to  you. 

**  I  bezin,  then,  at  once,  by  declaring,  that 
I  do  not  believe  there  are  to  be  found  in  the 
writings  of  any  author,  ancient  or  modern,  on 
the  sunject  of  government,  a  spirit  of  greater 
benignity,  and  a  stronger  inculcation  of  moral 
principles  than  in  those  which  I  have  pub- 

lished. They  come,  sir,  from  a  man  who, 
by  having  lived  in  difllerent  countries,  and 
under  different  systems  of  government,  and 
who,  being  intimate  in  the  construction  of 
them,  is  a  better  judse  of  the  subject  than  it 
is  possible  that  you,  from  the  want  of  those 
opportunities,  can  be ; — and  besides  this,  they 
come  from  a  heart  that  knows  noc  how  to 

beguile. 
"  I  will  further  say,  that  when  that  mo- 

ment arrives  in  which  the  best  consolation 
that  shall  be  lefl  will  be  that  of  looking  back 
on  some  past  actions,  more  virtuous,  more 
meritorious  than  the  rest,  I  shall  then  with 
happiness  remember  among  other  things,  I 
have  written  the  RIGHTS  OF  MAN.— As  fo 
what  proclamations,  or  prosecutions,  or  place- 

men, or  )>lace  expectants — those  who  possess, 
or  those  wjio  are  gaping  for  office,  may  say  oi 
them,  it  will  not  alter  their  character,  either 
with  the  world  or  with  me. 

**  Having,  sir,  made  this  declaration,  I  shalt 
proceed  to  remark,  not  particularly  upon  your 
own  speech  on  that  occasion,  but  on  any  other 
speech  to  which  your  motion  on  that  day  gave 
rise ;  and  I  shall  begin  with  that  of  Mr. 
Adam. 

**  This  Gentleman  accuses  me  of  not  havinz 
done  the  very  thing  that  I  have  done,  and 
which  (he  says)  if  1  had  done,  he  should  not 
have  accused  me. 

*  Mr.  Adam  in  his  speech  (see  the  Morning 
Chronicle  ol  May  26)  says,  •  That  he  had  weU 
*  considered  the  subject  of  Constitutional  Pub- 
*  licutions,  and  was  by  no  means  ready  to  say 
*  (but  the  contrary)  that  books  of  science  iijwn 
*  government,  though  recom mending  adoctrine 
*  or  system  different  from  the  form  ofourcoo- 
*  stitution  (meaning  that  of  England)  were  fit 
*  objects  of  prosecution  ;  that  if  he  did,  he 
<  must  condemn  (which  he  meant  not  to  do) 
*  Harrington  for  his  Oceana,  sirTHOMAsMoax 
*  for  his  Eutopia,  and  Hume  for  his  Idea  of  a 
*  Perfect  Commonwealth.   But  (continued  Mr, 
*  Adam)  the  publication  of  Mr.  Paine  was  very 
'  different,  for  it  reviled  «  hat  was  most  sacred 
*  in  the  constitution,  destroyed  every  principle 
*  of  subordination,  and  established  nothing  in 

*  their  room** "  I  readily  perceive  that  Mr.  Adam  had  not 
read  the  Second  Part  of  Rights  of  Man,  and  I 
am  put  under  the  necessity,  cither  of  submit- 

ting to  an  erroneous  charge,  or  of  justifying 
myself  against  it ;  and  I  shall  certainly  prefer 
the  latter.— If  then  I  shall  prove  to  Mr.  A  dak 
tfaat,  in  my  reasoning  upoo  ̂ yiteiiif  of  g»- 

•  New  ParLOist.  VoL  f0^^  titT.!  *  **• 

t      ■■■■■'■   '■'''•      ' 



\\A'  \  thitiK,  as  words 
drr  -in  ?y»<.lem  of  govem- 

a   not  enislini;  in  theory  only, 
i   full  and  esUiblished  practice, 

;i  .  ;  -  ̂ icandtjcally  and  practically  free  from 
-:":i ''.•'  vtrcsi  and  defects  of  the   English  go- 

,    and   crtpable  of  producing  more 
to  the  people,  and  that  also  with 

th  part  of  the  taxes,  which  the  pre* 

fcn   jof   English    governraenl  con- 
he  wilTdo  me  the  justice  when 

'i  the  House  to  get  up  and  con- 
.  ,1  .1,,^!  .Virn  in  siiyino;^  that  I 

I  that  I  had  dtitroyed 
hstwn.    Having  thus 

e,  I  now  come  to  the  point. 
,  ,  ad  IVrtofltlGHTS OF  MAN. 

I  bftvc    •  <d  government  into  Iwo 
ckssei  gi  .  the  one  the  hereditary 
syftcm;  the  utiicr  the  reprrsentative  system. 

*•  In  the  Fin»t   Part  of  Jlights  <tj  Man,  I 
hm^€  tired  to  show,  and  1  challenge 
mpf  lie  it,  that  there  does  not  exi^t 
•  fig!  ("lish  hereditary  govcmmeDl; 
<r,ii  rds,  hereditary  governors;  be- 
Ciiifr  rv  government  always  means  a 
rrr  t  to  come,  and  the  case  always 

tli^.  -..-  i  -ople  who  are  to  live  afterwards, 
always  the  same  right  to  choose  a  go- 

for  themselves,  as  the  people  bad 
who  tired  before  them. 

**  In  llie  Second  Part  of  Righls  of  Man, 
Ibiv^  not  repeated  iho&e  argn m en t$,  because 
thcj  are  irretutable;  but  have  confined  my- 
ael/toibow  the  defects  of  what  is  called  he- 

fodiUry  ̂ vernment,  or  hereditary  succession  ; 
ilmt  it  roust,  from  the  nature  of  it,  throw  go- 
♦ertimriit  into  the  hands  of  men  totally  un- 
wortliy  of  it  from  want  of  principle,  or  unfit- 
teil  foriifnjm  want  of  capacity —  James  the 
ftr^  *  iinf  i<  rrMorded  as  an  insUnrc  of  the  first 

:  t*e*t ;  und  instances  are  to  be  found 
I  over  Europe  to  prove  the  truth  of 

the  Uuer. 

•*  To  fthow  the  abstiirdity  of  the  hereditary 
mtotn  stiU  more  strongly,  I  ̂nh  now  put  the 
f«||^«rTn{»  4H5C :  take  any  fifty  men  promiscn- 

I  I  it  will  he  very  extraordinary,  if  ont 
frnber,  one  man  should  be  found, 

!'s  and  talents  taken   together, 
(    r  it  have  principles,  and  others 
1i  !v  ,.i-,  v^.niUI  render  him  a  person  truly 
fir  «  J  »<■  tiil  any  very  extraordinary  office  of 
Ti  .1     I     I  !rii«*t.     If  tlicn  Mich  a  litness  of  cha- 
r    t  f  <.  'jtiid  nut  be  expected  to  be  found  in 

•    i    >n  one  person  out  of  fifty,  it  would 
I I  once  in  a  thousand  years  to  the 
of  any  one  family,  admitting  each 

♦(»  hold  the  oflicc  twenty  years, 
-  "f  *orncthin^  hi  the  constilu* 

u,^f  mrrtd  :  but  I  hope  h« 
Mary  suc<  essiun,  a  thing 

■  .ialion  ot  every  or- luon  sense, 

i.  .ir  M  i   „,vf    <ii'ji  iiistory  and  ffc  the 
MiltiMltf^  of  tnen^  otherwise  virtuouS;  who 

have  died  arid  iheTr  r.,«.i;««  been  ruined,  in 
defence  of  knavis  .  and  vvhich  tt»cy 
would  not  hdve  duu  _  .  li  cy  reaboned  at  all 
upon  the  system  ;  I  do  not  know  a  ̂ eater 
good  that  an  individual  can  renrler  to  mankiud 
than  to  endeavour  to  break  the  chains  of  po- 

litical superstition.  Those  chains  arc  now 
di<4solving  fast,  and  proclamations  and  pr<isc> 
cutions  will  serve  but  lo  hasten  that  disso- 
lution. 

"  Having  thus  spoken  of  the  hereditary 
system  as  a  bad  system,  and  subject  lo  every 
possible  defectj  I  now  come  lo  the  represen- 

tative system  ;  and  this  Mr.  Adam  will  6nd 
stated  in  the  Second  Pari  of  Rights  of  Man. 
not  only  as  the  best,  but  as  the  only  Theory  of 
government  under  which  the  liberties  of  a 
people  can  be  permanently  secure. 

**  Bui  it  is  needless  now  to  talk  of  mere 
theory,  since  there  is  already  a  governraenl  in 
full  practice ;  established  upon  that  theory,  or 
in  other  words,  upon  the  Rights  of  Man,  and 
has  been  so  for  almost  twenty  years,  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  a  speech  of  his  some  short  time  since, 
said,  '  That  there  never  did,  and  never  could 
*  exist,  a  government  established  upon  those 
'  rights,  and  that  if  it  began  at  noon,  it  wnuld 
*  end  at  night*  Mr.  Pitt  is  not  yet  arrived  at 
the  degree  of  a  school  boy  in  this  species  of 
knowledge.  His  practice  has  been  confined 
to  the  means  of  extorting  revenuet  and  his 
boast  HUs  been— how  much  f  Whereas  the 
boast  of  the  system  of  government  that  I  am 
speaking  of,  is  not  how  much,  hut  how  little. 

**  The  system  of  government  purely  repre- 
sentative, unmixed  with  any  thing  of  here* 

dilary  nonsense,  bcfi;an  in  America.  I  will 
now  compare  the  cflects  of  that  sysien»  of  go- 

vernment with  the  system  of  government  in 
England)  both  during,  and  since  the  close  of the  war. 

"  So  powerful  is  ihe  representative  system; 
first,  b^  combining  and  consolidating  alt  the 
parts  of  a  country  together,  however  great  the 
extent;  and  secondly,  hv  adniillu^g  of  none 
but  men  properly  qualified  into  the  govern* 
menl,  or  dismissing  iheiii.  if  they  prove  to  be 
otherwise,  that  America  was  enabled  thereby 
totally  to  defeat  and  overthrow  all  the  sl hemes 
and  projects  of  the  hereditary  government  of 
England  af:airi«t  her  As  the  e^lahli^hment 
of  the  revolution  and  independence  of  America 
is  a  proof  of  this  fact,  it  is  needless  to  enlarge 

upon  it **  1  now  come  to  the  comnamtive  effect  of 
the  two  systems  unce  the  close  oF  the  war, 
and  I  request  Mr.  Ar>4M  to  attend  to  it. 

**  America  had  internally  sustained  the  rav- 
age of  upwards  of  seven  vears  of  war,  which 

England  had  not  England  sustained  only 
the  expense  of  the  war,  whereas  America  sus- 
tuiiied  not  only  the  expense  but  the  destruction 
of  property  com  milled  by  both  armies.  Not « 
house  was  built  during  that  periwl,  and  many 
thousands  were  destroyed.  The  faf/r^s  and 
plantations  along  the  coast  of  the  country,  for 
more  than  a  thousand  miles,  were  laid  waisle. 
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Her  commerce  was  annihilated.  Her  ships 
were  either  taken  or  had  rotted  within  her  own 
liarhours.  The  credit  of  her  funds  bad  fallen 
tip  wards  of  ninety  percent,  that  is,  an  original 
hmidred  pounds  would  not  sell  for  ten  pounds. 
In  fine,  she  was  apparently  put  back  an  hun- 

dred vears  when  the  war  closed;  which  was 
not  the  case  with  England. 

"  But  such  was  the  event,  that  the  same 
representative  system  of  government,  though 
since  better  organized,  which  enabled  her  to 
conquer,  enabled  her  also  to  recover;  and  she 
now  presents  a  more  flourishing  condition, 
and  a  more  happy  and  harmonized  society 
under  that  system  of  government,  than  any 
country  in  the  world  can  boast  under  any 
Other.  Her  towns  are  rebuilt,  much  better 
than  before  :  her  commerce  is  spread  ov^  the 
world,  and  her  funds  hav«  risen  from  less 
than  ten  pounds  the  hundred  to  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty.  Mr.  Pitt  and  his 

colleaj^ues,  talk  of  the  things  that  have  hap- 
pened in  his  boyish  administration  without 

knowing  what  greater  things  have  happened 
elsewhere,  and  under  other  systems  of  go- vernment. 

**  I  next  come  to  state  the  expense  of  the 
two  Systems,  as  they  now  stand  in  each  of 
the  countries ;  but  it  may  first  be  proper  to 
observe,  that  government  in  America  is  what 
it  ought  to  be,  a  matter  of  honour  apd  trust, 
and  not  made  a  trade  of  for  the  purpose  of 
lucre. 

**  The  whole  amount  of  the  nctt  taxes  in 
England  (exclusive  of  the  expense  of  collec* 
tion,  of  drawbacks,  of  seizures  and  condem- 

nations, of  fines  and  penalties,  of  fees  of  oi^ce, 
of  litigations  and  informers,  which  are  some 
of  the  blessed  means  of  enforcing  them)  is, 
seventeen  millions.  Of  this  sum,  about  nine 
millions  go  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt,  and  the  remainder,  being 
about  eight  millions,  is  for  the  current  annuu 
expenses.  Thus  much  fur  one  side  of  the 
case.    I  now  come  to  the  other. 

**  The  expense  of  all  the  several  depart* 
monts  of  the  general  representative  govern- 

ment uf  tlie  Lnited  States  of  America,  ex- 
tcndlnjg  over  a  space  of  country  nearly  ten 
times  larger  than  England,  is  two  hundred 
and  ninety- four  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
filty-cight  dollars,  which,  at  4».  Qd.  per  dol- 

lar, is  66,275/.  1  li.  sterling,  and  is  thus  ap. 
portioned : 

"  Ei-ptnse  of  the  Executive  Department. 

"  The  office  of  the  presidency,  at 
which  the  president  receives  no-  ̂ .  j. 
thing  for  himself  .....  6,626  0 

"Vice-president-    1,125  0 
"Chief-justice    900  0 
"  Five  associated  justices   -    -    -  3,937  10 
"  Nineteen  judges  of  districts  and 

attorney-general    -    -    -    .    -  6,873  15 

"  Ltgitlalivt  Department, 

"  Members  of  CoQgrew  at  six  dol- 

lars (1/.  7s.)  per  day,  their  secre-    X.       4. 
taries,  clerks,  chaplains,  messen- 

gers, door-keepers,  &c.    -    -    -  S5,515    0 
**  Treatury  Department, 

"  Secretary,  assistant,  comptroller, 
auditor,  treasurer,  register,  and 
loan  office  keeper,  in  each  state, 
together  with  all  necessary  clerks, 
omce-keepers,  &c.  -    ...    -  li}^35    0 

"  Department  of  State,  including 
Foreign  Ajfairt, 

"  Secretary,  clerks,  &c.  &c.    -    -    1,406    5 
«  Department  of  War, 

"  Secretary,   clerks,   paymasters, 
comraiasiooers,  &c.    ....    1,463  10 

"    Committionen  for     tettling 
Old  Account*, 

"  The  whole  board,  clerks,  &c.    -    fl,598  15 

"   Incidental    and    Contingent 

Espeme*, 
For  firewood,  stationary,  print- 

ing, &c.    4,006  16 

Total    -    66,S75  11 

"  On  account  of  the  incursions  of  the  In- 
dians on  the  back  settlements,  Congress  is  a| 

this  time  obliged  to  keep  six  thousand  militia 
in  pay,  in  addition  to  a  regiment  of  foot,  and 
a  battalion  of  artillery,  which  it  always  keeps; 
and  this  increases  the  expense  of  the  war  dfr- 
partment  to  390,000  dollars,  which  is  87,7951. 
sterling,  but  when  peace  shall  be  concluded 
with  the  Indians,  the  greatest  part  of  the  ex- 

pense will  cease,  and  the  total  amount  of  the 
expense  of  government,  including  that  of  the 
armv,  will  not  amount  to  one  hundred  thciu- 
saou  pounds  sterling,  which,  as  liae  been  al* 
ready  stated,  is  but  an  eightieth  part  of  the 
expenses  of  the  English  government. 

"  I  request  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Dundas, 
and  all  those  who  are  talking  of  constitutions^ 
and  blessings,  and  kings,  and  lords,  and  the 
Lord  knows  what,  to  Took  at  this  statement 
Here  is  a  form  and  system  of  government, 
that  is  better  organized  and  better  admi- 

nistered than  any  government  in  the  world, 
and  that  for  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  per  annum,  and  yet  every  member  of 
Congress  receives,  as  a  compensation  for  bis 
time  and  attendance  on  public  business,  one 
pound  seven  shillings  per  day,  wliich  is  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  five  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

**  This  is  a  government  that  has  nothing 
to  fear.  It  needs  no  proclamation  to  deter 
people  from  writing  and  reading.  It  needs 
no  political  superstition  to  support  it.  It  was 
by  encouraging  discussion,  and  rendering  the 
press  free  u(»on  all  subjects  of  govecnmeot 
that  the  principles  of  government  became  ua* 
derstood  m  America,  and  the  pmk  an  now 
eiyoyiDgthepru^tiileaiiafiaQdBtlfti.  ¥m 



ffS] 
Jher  Ffigh  Treason, 

Imr  o''  'umnlts,  and  disorders  in  that 
ootmti.  t-  there  exists  no  cause  to 
l^tidticc  liicm.     Those  tfiings  are  never  the 
effect  of  freedoffi,  hiii  of  resirttiol,  opprei5ion. 

IS  not  thai  class  of  poor 
*  are  so  numerously 

',  and  who  nre  to 
.   , —    .oil,   that  they  are 
ihi*  IS  in  m  great  measure  to  be 
t.  tini  1i%  \]u  difterencc  of  procla- 

e  of  government*^ 
LictTweenthatcoitn- 

W  hut  the  labouring  people  of 
tiui  rcuiiiry  earn  ihcy  apply  to  their  own 

and  to  the  cduiaiion  of  their  children, 
Att  not   pay  it  away  in  taxes  as  fa?vt  as 

.  '"Mi  court- f"'  '  i  -ncc, 
li^l  of  |»  ind 

1  OS  this,  thfv  iiiveiL-arn- 
I  of  rtverenting  them- 

M,r.  iiily  of  ro^pecliitg  each 
«t  laugli  M   lliu^e  imajiiuary 
W  ^^  jud  lords,  and  all  the 
fr.  I  courts. 

irtd  pensioners,  or  those 
Ybo  expect  to  be  such,  are  lavish  in  praise  of 
l^»nmeut,  it  h  not  a  sign  of  its  being  a 
food  oat.    Tha  penMon-list  alone,  in  Eng- 

L      Sad  jvte  sir  Jotrs  Sii*rLAiR*s  Ilihtory  of  the 
^^^^Mr,  page  6.  of  the  Appendix)  is  one 
H^^HHl  »nd  seven  thousand  four  hundred 

■B*r^  .  ]-,  which  is  more  than  the  ex - 

'mle  gttverntntnt  of  America 
1  am  no(A   mure  cuuvinced 

,1  the  offer  iJiat  was  made  to 

,..a1  p<MinHs»  for  the  topy*right 
Pari  of  Ht^titt  of  Man,  together 

ii^iiniDg  copv  riEht  of  the  J  ir*l 
}Mj  *»*  to  have  effected*  fjy  a  tjuick  sup- 

s^ian,  vhat  ia  now  u  item  pled  to  he  dune 
ition,     riie  conuesion  which  the 

  *    made  IhAl  ufter  has  with  tlie 

g-oftice,  may  furnish  part  of  the 
uinng  into  this  aDair«  wlien  the 

alt  pirase  to   bring  ilieir  prose- 
i»<Mje.    But  lo  icluru  tn  my  subject — 

sjid  m  the  Stconil  Hart  of  Rightt 
1  repeat  It  here,  that  the  service 
"  ̂leilie*  called  king,  prehident, 

r,  or  any  thing  ctsc,  cannot 
'  any  country,  ui  the  legular 
.   than  leu  thuu^naud  pounds 

I   huve  a  better  man  in  Amc* 

•  'lie  i*l  a  geutleinuu  than  any  king 
►V  of,  who  i\i}eh  not  occasion  even 

t  ii>Al  rxpcuHOi  tor  though  tho  saldry  is 

■  *»i  s,fi  Si.  he  doe*  not  acti-pl  it,  and  il  is 
tbl  I  «^  that  are  paid  ont 
of  a  man  is  called  is, 
otn  .  "'JKg'    Jlisworlhand 
ttuir^t  C4n  render  hun  valu- 
■^^     *  L..,.,.    ̂ „(j  lyr^s^  and 

.  ̂ ^cJfabout  con- 
l  have  shown  in 

,     -i  if  Martf  that  an 

A.  D.  t1§i.  t 

alliance  may  be  formed  between  England^ 
France,  a/id  America,  and  that  the  expenae!^ 
of  government  in  England  may  be  put  back 
to  one  million  and  an  half,  via.  ^, 

♦*  Civil  expense  of  government  -    500,000 
«  Army    -.--.-..    500,000 
**  Navy    --------     500,000 

1.500,000 

And  even  this  sum  is  fifteen  limes  greater 
than  the  expenses  of  government  are  in 
America;  and  it  is  also  greater  than  the 
whole  peace  establishment  of  England 
amounted  to  about  an  hundred  years  ago.  Sa, 
much  has  the  weight  and  oppression  oY  taxes 
increased  since  the  Revolution,  and  especially 
since  the  year  1714. 

«  To  shew  that  the  sum  of  500,000/.  iitj 
sufficient  lo  defray  all  the  civil  expenses  of 
government,  I  have,  in  that  work,  annexed, 
llie  following  estimate  for  any  country  of  the 
same  extent  as  England. 

"  In  the  first  place,  three  hundred  repre- 
sentatives, fairly  elected,  are  sufiicienl  for  all 

the  purposes  to  which  legislation  can  apply^ 
and  preferable  lo  a  larger  number. 

*'  If  titen  an  allowance,  at  the  rate  of  five 
hundred  pounds  per  ann.  be  made  lo  every 
representative,  deducting  for  nonallcndance^ 
the  expense,  if  the  whole  number  altended  six 
raonllis  each  year,  would  be  *  -  75,000 
"  The   ofhciiil    departments    could 

not  possibly  exceed  the  fulluw'mg number  with  the  salaries  annexed, viz. 

«  4J  ofliccs,  at  10,000/.  each,  -  30,000 
"  10  ditto,  at  5,000A  each,  -  50,000^ 
"  20  ditto,  at  2.000/.  each,  -  40,00a 
'*  40  ditto,  at  1,000/.  each,  -  40,000 
**  eoo  ditto,  at  500/.  each,  •  100,00a 
"  300  ditto,  at  '200l,  each,  -  60^000 
'*  500  ditto,  at  100/,  each,  -  50,000 
<*  700    ditto,    at  75/.  cucli,  -        53,500 

X497,50a 

•'  If  a  nation  chose,  it  might  deduct  four 
per  cenl.  from  all  the  ofFires,  and  make  one  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  and  style 
the  person  who  should  £11  it,  king,  or  ma^ 
jesly,  or  madjesly,  or  give  him  any  other  title* 

'*  I'aking,  horwever,  this  sum  of  one  million. 
and  an  halt,  as  an  abundant  supply  for  all  Iho 
expenses  of  government  under  any  form  w  hat* 

I  ever,  there  will  remam  a  surphis  of  nearly  six 
millions  and  a  half  out  of  the  present  taxes, 
after  paying  the  interest  of  the  national  debl>. 
and  1  have  shown  in  the  Second  V&rXo(Rlght$. 
of  Man^  what  appears  to  me,  the  best  moik  of  | 
applying  the  surplus  money ;  for  I  am  now 
speaking  of  expenses  and  saving»,  and  not  oi 

by  btems  of  government. 
"  1  have,  in  the  first  place,  estimated  the 

'  poorratcs :*♦  'ivi,  i..illit>ns annually, and showo 
;  that  the  tr  A  step  would  be  to  aWv&Vv 

"  the  poor-i^.^,  ,-  aie\y  ̂ ^\ivc\\  viqvAA  V^l  a 
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saving  of  two  millions  to  the  house-keepers), 
and  to  remit  four  millions  out  of  the  surplus 
taxes  to  the  poor,  to  lie  paid  to  them  in  money 
in  pro|K>rtion  to  the  numlier  of  children  m 
each  tamily,  and  the  number  of  aged  persons. 

<*  I  have  estimated  the  number  ofpersons 
of  both  sexes  in  England  of  fifty  years  of  age 
and  upwards  at  490,^)00,  and  have  taken  one 
tliird  of  this  number,  viz.  140,000,  to  be  poor 

people. 
«  To  save  long  calculations,  I  have  taken 

70,000  of  them  to  be  upwards  of  fifty  years  of 
age  and  under  sixty,  and  the  other  to  be  sixty 
years  and  upwards  ;  find  to  allow  six  pounds 
per  ann.  to  the  former  class,  and  ten  pounds 
per  annum  to  the  latter. '  The  expense  of 
which  will  be : 

<*  Seventy  thousand  persons  at  6/. 
per  ann.   430,000 

<<  Seventy  thousand  persons  at,  10/. 
per  ann.     ------    700,000 

j£.  1,120,000 

**  There  will  then  remain  of  the  four  millions 
4,880,000/.  I  have  staled  two  different  me- 

thods of  appropriating  this  money.  The  one 
is  to  pay  it  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
diildrcn  in  each  family  at  the  rate  of  three  or 
four  pounds  per  ann.  for  each  child ;  the 
other  18,  to  apportion  it  according  to  the  ex- 

pense of  living  in  different  counties ;  but  in 
either  of  these  cases  itwould,  together  with  the 
allowance  made  to  the  aged,  completely  take 
off  taxes  from  one-third  of  all  the  families  in 
England,  besides  relieving  all  the  other 
families  from  the  burthen  ofpoor- rates. 

"  The  whole  number  of  families  in  Eng- 
land, allotting  five  souls  to  each  family,  is  one 

million  fourliundred  thousand,  of  which  I 
take  one-third,  vis.  466,666,  to  be  poor 
families  who  now  pay  four  million  of  taxes, 
and  that  the  poorest  pays  at  least  four  guineas 
a  year ;  and  that  the  other  thirteen  millions 
are  paid  by  the  other  two-thirds.  The  plan, 
therefore,  as  stated  in  the  work  is,  first,  to 
remit,  or  repay,  as  is  already  stated,  this  sum 
of  four  millions  to  the  poor,  because  it  is  im- 

possible to  separate  them  from  the  others  in 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  taxes  on  arti- 

cles of  consumption ;  and  secondly,  to  abolish 
the  poor-rates,  the  house  and  window  light 
tax,  and  to  change  the  commutation  tax  into  a 
progressive  tax  on  lar^e  estates,  the  particulars 
of  all  which  are  set  forth  in  the  work,  and  to 
which  I  desire  Mr.  Adam  to  refer  for  parti- 

culars. I  shall  here  content  myself  with  say- 
ing, that  to  a  town  of  the  popul4tion  of  Man- 

chester, it  will  make  a  difference  in  its  favour, 
compared  with  the  prc!»rnt  state  of  thincs, 
of  upwards  of  fifly  thousand  pounds  annually, 
and  so  in  proportion  to  all  other  places 
throughout  tne  nation.  This  certainly  is  of 
more  consequence,  than  that  the  same  siuns 
should  be  collected  to  be  afterwards  ̂ pcnt 
by  riotous  and  profligate  courtiers,  ana  in 
mghthr  revds  at  the  Star  and  Garter  tavvOi 

**  I  will  conclude  this  part  of  my  letter  with 
an  extract  from  the  Second  Part  of  Rights  of 
Man,  which  Mr.  Dundas  (a  man  rolling  in 
luxury  at  the  expense  of  the  nation)  has 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  *  wicked.' 

**  By  the  operation  of  this  plan,  the  poor 
laws,  those  instruments  of  civil  torture,  will 
he  superseded,  and  the  wasteful  expense  of 
litigation  prevented.  The  hearts  of  the  hu- 

mane will  not  be  shocked  by  ragged  and  hun- 
gry children,  and  persons  of^eventy  and 

eij^hty  years  of  age  oegging  for  bread.  The 
dying  poor  will  not  be  dragged  from  place  to 
place,  to  breathe  their  last,  as  a  reprisal  of 
parish  upon  parish.  Widows  will  have  a 
maintenance  for  their  children,  and  not  he 
carted  away,  on  the  death  of  their  husbands, 
like  culprits  and  criminals,,  and  children  will 
no  longer  be  considered  as  increasing  the 
distresses  of  their  parents.  The  haunts  of 
the  wretched  will  be  known,  because  it  will 
be  to  their  advantage,  and  the  number  of 
petty  crimes,  the  offspring  of  poverty  and 
distress,  will  be  lessen^.  The  poor,  as  well 
as  the  rich,  will  then  be  interested  in  the  sup- 
Eort  of  government,  and  the  cause  and  appre* 
ension  of  riots  and  tumults  will  cease. — *  Ye 

'  who  sit  in  case,  and  solace  yourselves  in 
'  plenty,  and  such  there  are  in  Turkey  and 
'  Russia  as  well  as  in  England,  and  who  say 
*  to  yourselves,  are  ue  not  well  off'f  have  ye 
'  thought  of  these  things  ?  When  ye  do,  ye 
'  will  cease  to  speak  and  feel  for  yourselves 
'alone.'— -Rights  of  Man,  Parts,  p.  136. 

"  After  this  remission  of  four  millions  be 
made,  and  the  poor-rates  and  house  window- 
light  tax  be  abolished,  and  the  commutation 
tax  changed,  there  will  still  remain  nearly 
one  million  and  a  half  of  surplus  taxes  ;  and 
as  by  an  alliance  between  England,  France, 
and  America,  armies  and  navies  will,  in  a 

great  measure,  be  rendered  unnecessary,  and' as  men  who  have  either  been  brought  up  in, 
or  lon^  habited  to  those  lines  of  life,  are 
still  citizens  of  a  nation  in  common  with  the 
rest,  and  have  a  right  to  participate  in  all 
plans  of  national  benefit,  it  is  staled  in  that 
work  (Rights  of  Man,  Part  2),  to  apply  an- 

nually 507,000/.  out  of  the  surplus  taxes  to 
this  purpose  in  the  following  manner : 

"  To  fifteen  thousand  disbanded  sol- 
diers, 3«.  per  week  each  (clear  of 

deductions)  during  life  -    -    -    -    117,000 
"  Additional  pay  to  the  remaining 

soldiers  per  ann.  -    -----      19,500 
"  To  the  officers  of  the  disbanded 

corps,  during  life,  the  same  sura 
of     -   -    117,000 

"  To  fitteen  thousand  disbanded  sail- 
ors, St.  per  week  during  life     -    117,000 

<<  Additional  pay  to  tlic  remaining 
sailors   --     19,500 

**  To  the  officers  of  the  disbanded 

part  of  the  navy  during  life    -        117/>00 
-    £,SOTfiOO 



Jf7] 
Jot  High  Trdaiott. 

*'  The  timits  to  which  it  is  proper  to  con- 
fine tins  l«ttcr,  will  not  admit  of  my  entering 

into  lurtlier  particulars.  I  address  it  to  Mr. 
Duoda-s  bccaus«  he  look  the  lead  in  the  de- 
h^ltt  ̂ ^^  ̂ ^  wishes,  t  suppose^  to  appe&r 
coiupicuous;  but  th«  purpose  of  it  is  to  Jus- 
liff  myMlf  from  the  charge  which  Mr.  Adam 
ln»  tD>de. 

**  This  gentleman,  as  has  been  observed  in 
Ihe  beginning  of  this  letter,  considers  the 

of  HaiTia|ton,  More,  and  Hume,  as 
and  1e^  publications,  because  they 

itd  by  comparison,  though  in  so  doing 
ihcj  showed  plans  and  systems  of  govern- 
meat^  not  only  difierent  from,  but  preferable 
tov  that  uf  England ;  and  he  accuses  me  of 
CBileavouring  to  confuse,  instead  of  producing 
m  system  in  the  room  of  that  which  I  had 

ttas<  '  Mst;  whereas  the  fact  is,  that  I 
ha%  t  reasoned  by  comparison  of  the 
reprr'scuL.Auve  against  the  hereditary  system, 
Uut  I  have  gone  farther;  fur  1  have  produced 
aa  iD&taiice  of  a  government  established  en- 

tirely on  the  representative  system,  under 
which  much  greater  happiness  is  enjoyed, 
Audi  fewer  taxes  required,  and  much  higher 
Cf^tt  is  established,  than  under  the  system 
of  ffoveniment  in  England.  The  funds  in 
Enfnnd  have  risen  since  the  war  only,  from 

»7/.,  and  they  have  been  down,  since 
.j.mation,  to  87/.,  whereas  the  funds 

LQ  America  rose  in  the  mean  time  from  lOL 
to  120/. 

**  His  charge  a^inst  me  of  '  destroying 
'  ftfiy  principle  of  sulwrdination,'  is  equally 
a»  i^oimdless,  which  even  a  single  paragraph 
litNii  the  work  will  prove,  and  which  1  shall 
hen  Qoole : 

•*  *  rormcrly,  when  divisions  arose  respect' 
*  tog  0>vprnmcnts,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
•sword,  and  a  civil  war  ensued.  That  savage 
*cuat4>m  IS  exploded  by  the  new  system,  and 
*  rttomru  U  had  (o  a  National  Convcntum, 
'  Discussion,  and  the  general  will,  arbitrates 
'  Ibc  question,  and  to  this,  private  opinion 
*  yields  with  a  good  grace,  and  order  is  prc- 
»  aeraetf  ttiiinffrrt</>ieJ/— Rights  of  Man,  Part 
8,  p   173. 

"  That  two  diftercnt  charges  should  he 
brought  at  the  same  lime,  the  una  by  a  nicrn- 
Vtf  of  the  legislature  for  nai  duingi*  cert^iiti 

thing,  and  the  other  by  the  attorney-general 
lor  dmng  it,  is  a  strange  jumble  of  tontnt- 
dictjons.  I  liave  now  justified  myself,  or  the 
vucit  rather,  against  the  first,  by  stating  the 
casein  this  letter,  and  thejustihcation  of  the 
odier  uritl  be  undertaken  m  its  proper  place. 
Bui  in  any  case  the  work  will  go  on. 

*•  I   ̂ hall  now  conclude  this  letter,  with 

'     ction  I  found  against 
•  outaincd  in  the  Se- 

nj  Man  when  1  had  writ- 
ir ;  I  *  ■•  hat  they  would  beneiicially 
,.:-.rr-L    .'i    ,.,L-..  ■,nn*'ty-rtne  persons  out  of 
r   *fj    hi.rjiJr*:'!    ilu'-r.-i !•  ' ii    i  i "    Malign,  and 
I    •  rr-j._.rr:.  v.Lniiil  Uul  Jlj.\c   ;.j:llitiL  :jI  room  fur 
iw'w  T  ►  ait  from  the  direct  and  di5iutcrej>ted 

VuL  \X\\ 
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principle  of  honour;  but  the  prosecution  now 
commenced  has  fortunately  renjoved  that  ob- 

jection, and  Uie  approvers'  and  protectors  of that  work  now  feel  the  immediate  impulse  of 
honour,  added  to  that  of  national  interest.  I 
am,  Mr  Dundas,  not  your  obedient  humble 
servant,  but  the  contrary, 

♦*  TUOMAS  Paise." 

Mr.  Law. — On  the  6th  of  July  there  is  an 
entry  of  the  six  members  of  the  Corresponding 
Society,  who  were  proposed  to  be  associated 
members,  and  they  were  elected  on  the  t3th. 

[The  entry  of  the  13th  of  July  read.] 

[Vide  Uardy^s  trial,  aiU^^  Voh  «4,  p.  490] 

Mr.  Atiornev  General. — I  am  Cow  going  to 

read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy  to  Mr.^Tooke, 
found  among  Mr.  Tooke's  papers,  giving  him 
an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  London  Cor- 

responding Society. 

James  Thornton  called  again. 

Mr.  Law. — You  are  a  clerk,  I  believe,  in 

the  pohce-office,  in  Marlborougli-strccL — Yes. 

Look  at  this  letter,  is  it  marked  by  you  ? 
—Yes. 

Where  did  yon  find  it?— In  Mr.  llorm 
Tooke's  house. 

[It  was  read.] 

"  Sir; — I  will  esteem  it  a  particular  favour 
if  you  can  recollect  to  bring  in  your  pocket, 
on  Friday,  that   letter  which  I  knt  to  you 
about  three  or  four  weeks  ago.     J  am  rather 
at  a  loss  to  write  to  that  gentleman,  without 

bein^  in  possession  iif  his  letter.    We  keep       _ 
still  increasing  in  number,  knowledge,  and      ■ 
stability  ;  and  wc  are  about  to  plant  two  more      1 
colonics  next  week,  which  will  make  the  lllh 
and  lath  division.    The  situation  promises  to 
be  very  fertile,    I  am,  sir,  witli  great  respect, 
your  mo^t  humble  servant, 

"  Thomas  IUrdy,** 
**  Julv  24lh,  1792,  No.  4,  Taylor's- 

building«,  Chando£-strccl,  Covent- 

garden." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  am  now  going 
to  give  in  evidence  a  letter,  dated  the  Bth  of 
August,  1793,  from  Thomas  Hardy  to  Mr.  J 
Tooke,  found  in  possession  of  Mr.  Tooke,  de-  I 
siring  him  to  revise  an  address  of  tlie  Loudon 
Corresponding  Sociely,  and  desiring  to  have 
his  opinion  whether  it  was  proper  he  should 

send  a  copy  to  the  secretary  of  the  Conslilu- 
tional  Society. 

John  Thompion  called  again, 

Mr,  Law. — Where  did  yon  find  this  leli 

—In  Mr.  Home  Tookc*s  house,  at  W 
blcdon. 

[It  was  read,] 

'*  Sir; — I  take  the  liberty  ̂ f  sending  you  a 

proof  copy  of  the  address  to  .the  public,  from 
lie  London  Corresponding  Society,  ̂ id  ho^^e 

.-  N 

»to 

ect,     I 

J 
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it  will  mfiorit  your  «tMntionymiidiii«otti^in«a-> 
sure  your  approbation-^hafi  be  exoe^ioely 
happy  to  be  tstvoured  with  yoar  opinion  of  it 
before  we  print  it,  which  we  expect  to  -lio  'be- fore Monday. 

**  la  it  proper  to  send  *  copy  to  theHecre- 
tary  of  the  London  ConratitutioHal  Society 
next  week,  as  that  society  does  not  meet  be- 

fore the  last  Friday  of  September.  ̂   I«a)>  sir, 
with  great  respect,  your  most  obedrent,  hum- 

ble servant,  "  Thomas  Hardy.'* 
«  Auffust  6th,  1798,  No.  4,  Taylor's- 

biiildingSy  Chandos-street,  Covent- 

earden." 
A&ressed  <<  John  Home  Tookt^  esq.''  , 

John  Thompfpn  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Where  did  yon  find  thait  letter?— I  can- 
not  exactly  say  in  what  part  of  the  house  I 
found  it. 

Did  you  find  it  yourself,  or  did  any  other 

?erson  give  it  youf — I  picked  it  out  myself; 
showed  it  to  Mr.  Ford,  and  Mr.  Ford  told 

me  to  mark  it. 
Did  you  attend  Mr.  Ford  in  search  of  my 

papers  ?— I  did. 
And  you  did  not  pick  them  out,  but  he 

did  ? — He  sat  at  the  table  writing ;  I  picked 
them  out  and  gave  them  to  him,  and  he  looked 
them  over. 
Who  else  was  there  ?— Thornton.— What 

I  picked  out  and  cave  him,  and  he  thought 
necessary  to  mark,  1  marked  them. 

Did  you  take  all  the  papers,  that  were 
marked,  in  my  house  ? — No  I  gave  them  to 
Mr.  Ford )  when  he  looked  them  over,  he  gave 
them  to  me. 

There  was  another  witness  called  just  now 
to  prove  some  other  paper  or  letter  found  in 
my  house  ;  it  is  not  tuat  I  want  to  contest 
their  being  found  in  my  house ;  but  what  I 
wanted  to  Know  is,  how  one  gentleman  comes 
to  have  a  warrant  to  take  mv  papers,  and  then 
a  number  of  persons  are  caflM  to  prove  they 
w^e  there. — Had  you  a  warrant  to  take  my 

papers  ? — ^No. I  want  to  know  what  this  kind  of  seizure  of 

papers  is  ;  it  is  of  some  consequence  to- know, 
oeeause,  if  a  troop  of  police  officers  are  let  into 
a  man's  house,  the  papers  that  are  produced 
%rtll  not  be  the  papers  that  were  found  in  the 
house  P — Mr.  Frost  was  there,  and  saw  every 
thin^that  was  taken,  and  so  was  Mr.Vaughan. 

Did  they  take  aily  of  the  papers  ? — ^No. 
Can  you  tell  fai'e  how  many  papers  were trt:eri?-~No. 
You  were  not  the  only  man  that  took 

papers  ? — No  ;  Mr.  Thornton  had  some. 
Was  there  any  body  besides  you  and  Thorn- 

ton who  had  any  of  my  papers  ? — No  other 
Ersons  but  Mr.  Thornton  and  myself,  that  I 

ow  atprescht. 
Mr.  IboA*.— There  are  more  papers  in  my 

house  than  a  man  cduld  read  in  a  year. 
Mr.  Aitamof  OeneraL-^Vfhtu  you  and 

ThomtOD  took  the  papers,  you  say,  Mr.  Frost 

•sd  Mr.  Vaughaa'were  present  P— They  were. 
Did  thigraes  all  the  pi4»en  that  were  takMf 

—I  am  pretty  certaki  Mr.  VaughM  IdtflLa  list 
ofali  the  papct«— they  weit  alliwrtdown  ilipeliF 

a  paper. 
Mr.  T00ke.-^\oii  belong  to  ̂ e  police  of- 

fice ? — ^I  am  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  office  iiv 
Whitechapel. 

And  can  you  s^ear  that  Mr.  Vaughan  aaw 
all  the  papers  that  were  taken  ?— There  were 
two  Hsts  taken, one  by  Mr.  Ford,  the  other  by 
Mr.  Vaughan. 

I  ask  you,  wbethcryou  suppose  Mr.  Vau^fttta 
tobeposseMedofsuch  lenses,  as  can  cMVer'* 
mine  what  another  tnan  does  ?  or  have  yoof 

such  senses  that  you  can  tell  what  he -saw  ?-s- 
All  the  papers  I  took  I  preseffte4  vo  Mr. 
Ford,  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  nttirng  together,  antf 
I  understood  them  all  to  be  taken  down  hf 
Mr.  Vaughan  ;  there  was  then  another  cOpjr 
made  of  that,  which  was  given  toMr.  Vaughift 
by  Mr.  Ford  I  belkve. 

Mr.  Attomty  Genefa/.— fethaps  yon  kndw 
whether  Mr.Vaughan  and  Mr.  Ttoii,  wei« 
there  by  appointment  ?•— I  understood  «o. 

You  do  not  know  the  fact  ?•— No. 
You  had  no  authority  but  a  warrant  ?^No. 
And  that  wa5  granted  in  the  usual  way  ?— • 

I  cannot  sa^;  I  do  not  mJderait&flPd  UtOBt 

practice. Mr.  Attorney  General.r—1  am  wm  ̂ ing  lo 
read  a  paper  likewise  found  in  the  custody  nf 
Mr.  Tooke,  which  is  a  letter  from  MarnMit; 
who  became  one  of  the  associated  memoers^ 

to  Mr.  Tooke,  desiring  his  advice  and  opisiton^ about  an  address  to  tne  National  Conventtoo 
of  France,  dated  the  15th  of  September  17M. 
Mr.  Attorney  General  io  Thornton,—^ 

Where  did  you  find  that  paper  P--4n  Mr, 
Hume  Tookc's  house,  at  Wimbledon. 

[It  was  read.] 

**  M .  Marcarot  wishes  to  submit  to  Mr. 

Home  Tooke's  consideration,  whether  a  plan 
might  not  be  adopted  for  obtaining  the  assent 
of  all  the  different  societies  throughout  the  na- 

tion, to  an  animated  (but  safe)  dedaration, 
assuring  the  French  that  we  entertain  the 
roost  friendly  dispositions,  &c.  &c.  towards 
them ;  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  discountenance  all  hostile  attempts  on 
the  part  of  the  ministry,  should  the  latter  be 
base  enough  to  forfeit  the  nation's  pledged faith  of  neutrality. 

^  M.  M.  conceives  such  a  measure  will  prove 
more  useful  than  a  partial,  and,  perhaps,  com- 
paratively  speaking,  an  inconsiderable  sub- 

scription, which  would,  however,  be  no  ways 
impeded  thereby :  a  similar  declaration  would 
certainly  quiet  their  jealousies  with  regard  t» 
the  English ;  and  would  encourage  them  in 
their  arduous  struggle,  while  the  numbers  of 
well-wishers  to  their  cause,  who  might  come 
forvrard  here  with  only  their  signatures  to  the 
declaration,  would  give  a  most  seveee  chedr 
to  all  open  or  even  under  handed  ministerial 
attempts. 

*< Saturday,  15th  September,  17f>9, 

No.  10,  Uigh-street,  Maiybene."- 
Addressed  «<—llonieT<wALe,  esq.''    . 
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K  Ai:  .7  )      I  Tbc  next  is  sx  l«tter 

J'l     ..•  >;  ember   J 6th,  1792. 
Hr   n  ,i,jv  1,1  ;vir    1  uokc,  upon  the  same 
tt,  I  kiiii  i    jn  Mr.  Tooke'9  house  at  the 
JGpe. 
7%ornion*- 
I  house. 

found  thU  paper  in  Mr. 

Jamri  Tiorutofi^ — cross^examiDed  by 
Mr.  Tooke, 

[tut  }ni)  rciii  that  letter  which  haajustnow 
rcftd  f — I  think  uoL 

I  you  AFC  not  sure  f-^ome  I  carelesfiJy 
(•d  over, 
yoa  looked  tb^t  over  carelessly,  when  you 
il»l  (mri  mcorameoding  an  atlertipt  to 
iheJmiJuiisiM  (»f  the  French,  did  yoti  not 
UitAt  the,  airlniinistnition  of  thia  diiy 

I  have  been  very  glad  if  it  had  succeeded  ? 
MNi  no  recolleclioDy  at  pre^nt,  whetlier 
resKl  It. 

»wcr,— What  the  witness  lliou^hl  at 
1  object  to  !u5  being  asked,  tor  the 

imtiioij  '    il^t  is  a  great  deal 
Co   a  ss   who   has  seixed 

what  he   iii'»u-!ii,  upon  looking  at 
|>iipcr»,  ini«ht  be  tht;  o{>4rnon  of  other 

^k-     *'  ̂'  ■>  Tiot  the  colour  or  semblance  of 
ihat  the  prisoner  mu&l  know 

i-.e. — If  I  am  wrong  1  will  take  the 
t  a  correction  from  your  lordship ; 

i  bof»«  yvMi  wilt  think  that  a  man  whose 
nft  ao  teized   has  a  right  to  make  a 

Niqiiiry  after  their  contents ;  I  protetst 
rm  a  great  while  Hgo,  they  are  let- 
Jv  my  liouse  scut  from  other  per* 

uwi  being  declared  whether  1  did 
ii-equence  of  those  recommen- 
v'c  I  have  rather  made  an  ob- 

rjT  ii.^  rour&u  of  exs-mination — 
JPi/re.—  Itis  .itl  nbser- 

f„.    ,.i_  -Ijape  of  aqtiestion. 
Iintk€.—\  believe  it  was  *o — it  struck 

I  T!tt>   dihninistratiou  might  now  t)os- 
'    those  tiicn  who  wisheu  to 
i'iesof  the  French  had  suc- 

l— Uu4  u  struck  mc  ̂ i  the  moment  that 
imfiroiw. 

[The  letter  was  read.] 

; — Mr.  Margarot  would   be  glad  to 
ffuitr  opinion  of  that  propasition  he  has 

llltied  to  your  judgment.  I  thmk  with  him 
\t  wmdfi  h^ivc  a  good  effect,  at  the  same 
li  piion  to  g;o  on  as  it  now  does, 

jusand  signattjres  would  have 
^w^l^iX  loaa  HA  many  thousand  pounds, 

ligbtsubachbc  tlmt  &U1D.— 1  am, 
freat  retpect,  your  roost  humble 

TiioM&s  Haudy." 

!8ifieiiifacr  16,  un.  No.  9,  riccadiJiy,*' 
**  John  Home  Tookcy  cm.  Rich- 

Paildmss.** 

[The  following  entries  wer^  read  from  ihc 
books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  la- formation  :] 

"Ala  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Aachor  tavern,  Stradd,  Friday,  Sep- 

tember  88th,  1792,*' 
[Vide  Hardy's  Trials  an/^;Vol.  24,  page  499.1 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  i\m 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Straud,  on  Friday, 

October  5tb,  179«." 

[Vide  Uardy's  Trial,  and  Vol  24,  page  SOQ.] 

Mr.  4f^ney  Ccncrat. — Your  lordship  ob- 
serves, that  by  the  entry  which  was  made 

upon  tlie  28th  of  September,  it  is  reiolved, 
that  the  secretary  fthall  express  the  limnks  of 
the  Constitutional  Society  to  the  London  Cor^ 

res-pondiajj  Society  for  their  communication, 
and  acquamt  them  that  this  hociely  do  very 

highly  approve  of  their  intentioQ.—l  am  now 
going  to  prove  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  Uic 
secretary  of  the  former  society,  to  Mr.  Hardy 
lite  secretai^^  of  the  other  society,  which  con- 

veys that  approbation, 
Mr.  Lauiun. — This  is  one  of  the  letters  I 

found  in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

[The  letter  was  read.] 

"Dear  sir;— Your  letter  of  the  2lsl  Sepi^ 
teraber,  was  read  to  the  Society  for  Constitu- 

tional Information  last  Friday,  and  I  am  de* 
sired  to  express  their  thank*  to  the  Loudon 
Corresponding  Society  for  their  commiuiica- 
tion*  and  to  acquaint  them  that  the  society  do 
very  highly  iipprove  of  their  intention, — I  ara, 
dear  sir,  your  much  obliged,  humble  servant^ 

"D.  Adaus,  secretary.'* 

"  TookeVcourt,  3d  October,  If 93." 

"  Mr.  Hardy,  secretary  to  the  London 

Corresponding  Society.'* 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — Your  lordship  re- 

collects, that  in  a  letter  which  has  been  read 
in  evidence,  dated  the  8th  of  August^  Mr. 
Hardy  says  he  Imd  sent  a  proof  copy  of  the 
address  of  the  London  Correspcdiding  Society, 
I  now  produce  the  address  of  the  <  o rres pond- 

ing Society,  dated  the  6lh  of  August,  which 
was  founff  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hardy. 

Mr,  JJiuiitn, — This  is  one  of  the  pamphlets 

I  found  ib  Mr.  Hardy *$  house. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anU,  Vol.  24,  page  382.] 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 

of  the  Society  "for  ConsliluHonal  Infor- 
mation :] 

*'  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anclior  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 

12lh  October,  179-2." 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anr^,  Vol,  24,  pp.  510,53 1] 

Mr.  AtUrnrif  General. — Here  is  the  origi- 
nal letter,  signed  M^^^iQ^  «ik^^  \V:as^^^  ̂ \ 
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which  the  letter  that  has  now  been  read  is  a 

copy. — Mr.  Maclean,  did  vou  find  this  ]>aper  P 
Mr.  Maclean.-^l  found  this  paper  at  Mr. 

Adams's. 
Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— It  is  exactly  the 

same. 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation :] 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday, 

October  19lh,  1792." 

[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  Q4,  p.  588.] 
« At  a  Meeting:  of  the  Society  held  at  the 

Crown  and  Ancnor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday, 

October  Sbth,  179'^.'' 

[Fide Haidy's Trial,  anti  Vol.  «4, p.'585.] 
"  At  a  Meeting;  of  the  Society  held  at  the 

Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 

November  «d,  1798." 

[Hrfe  Hardy's  Trial,  anti  Vol.  84,  p.  586.] 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
November  9lh,  1792." 
4  [Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  fln/e.  Vol.  84,  p.  586.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  will  now  produce 
a  letter  from  Barlow  and  Frost,  who  appear  to 
have  gone  over  to  France  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  this  address,  stating  what  had  pas- 

sed on  presentinz  it^  between  them  and  the 
president  of  the  National  Convention. 

Mr.  Maclean  I  found  these  papers  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[Read  by  the  clerk  of  the  court.] 

[  Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  84,  p.  589.] 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  now  going  to 

read  their  address  to  the  National  Convention. 

.[It  was  read.] 

[  Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  84,  p.  589.] 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^This  paper  is  tha 

translation  of  the  president's  answer. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  84,  p.  530.] 
Mr.TAom/on.— I  found  these  two  papers  in 

Mr.  Home  Tooke's  house  at  Wimbledon. 
rToMr.  William  ITood/a//.;— Whose  hand- 

writinz  do  you  believe  tliesc  to  beP — Both  of 
them  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing. 

Mr.  r«)*e.— They  are  my  hand-writing. 
[Tliey  were  read.] 

"  Translation  •  of  the  draught  of  an  Address  to 
the  President  of  the  French  Convention." 

*  «  Mr.  Huskisson  was  called  and  desired 
to  look  at  the  French  copy,  while  tlie  clerk 
read  the  translatMHi."  Blonchardft  Edit,  Sec 
Mr.  HuskisaoD's  examination  on  the  trial  of 
7:itoiaMsHMT^y,Mnii,\oL9^^  5S1. 
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[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  84,  p.  539.] 

**  Draught  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Tooke  to  the 

Mayor  of  Paris." 
[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  24,  p.  538.]  •. 
One  of  the  /Mry.—What  is  the  date  of  that 

letter  ? 
Mr.  SkeUon. — It  has  no  date. 
Mr.  Enkine. — But  it  was  before  the  com- 

mencemetit  of  the  war^  because  it  was  before 
Mr.  Frost  went  to  Pans. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Here  is  the  answer 
to  it,  which  will  best  show  the  date. 

Mr.  Thornton. — I  found  this  paper  in  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  ft  house  at  Wimbledon. 

(To  Mr.  William  Ifoo^^ai/.;— Here  is  a  me- 
morandum of  when  this  paper  was  received — 

Whose  hand-writinz  is  that?— The  words 

"  Received  at  Wimbledon,  Wednesday,  Oc- 
tober 9th,"  1  take  to  be  Mr.  Home  Tooke's. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Yes,  they  are  mine. 

[A  letter,  signed  ̂*  Petion,"  addressed  to  the 
**  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Revolution," 
dated  "6  th  October,  first  year  of  the  French 
Republic,"  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  34,  p.  538.] 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 

of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion:] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  December 

14th,  1792." [Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ati/i.  Vol.  24.  p.  531.] 
Mr.  Solicitor  General. — (lo  Mr,  Maclean.) 

NVhere  did  you  find  that  paper  ?~In  the  pos* 
session  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.— This  is  a  letter 
from  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty 
and  Equality,  sitting  at  La5n,  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  84,  p.  533.] 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 

of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- mation :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown 

.  and  Anchor  tavern,  Friday,  2 1st  of  December, 
1792, 

*•  Present, 

*'  Mr.  Reader  in  the  chair, 

«  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Bonney.  Mr. 
John  Martin,  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  Uolcrofi, 
Mr.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.WUhatns,  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Gerrald,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr. 
Chatfieid,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr. 
Wills.  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  G.  WUUams^ 
Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  \Vhjte,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr. 
Cooperi  Mr.  Moorey  iord  Scmpill,  Mr.  Tum- 
buU. 



}r  High  Treason* 

**  Read  the  following  letter  from  the  So- 
^dciy  of  the  Fricods  of  Liberty  and  Equality 
l«t  M«f6fi,  in  the  departnieiU  of  the  Siioiie 
•od  tbe  Loire.^ 

-  Ordered,  Thai  the  saroe  be  entered  in 
Ibt  Bimtite*  of  this  society. 

•  Rr^oU-cd.Thai  Mr.  H.Tooke,  Mr.  Moore, 
'c,  lord  Scmpil!,   Mr,  Gerrald,  Mr. 
r.   Reader,  Mr.  FiUgcrald,  and  Mr. 

XJcCiut> ,  be  a  Coniinitlee  for  foreign  Corres- 
pondence. 

*•  Ke*olved»  Thai  the  letter  from  the  said 
tociety  he  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fo- 
feign  Corres-pondence. 

Urtlercd,  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
Comtnittce  of  Foreign  Correspondence  be  en- 
|lcrcd  in  a  separate  book. 

•*  Resolved,  That  the  said  commillee  meet 

this  place  at  half  past  three  o'clock  on  the 
'day  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  society.'* 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  am  now  going  to 
an  entry  of  tbe  Mh  of  October,  1792,  which 

tUtes,  'that  a  letter  ̂ as  received  from  Mr. 
Joel  BArlotf,  commiioicating  to  the  Consti- 

UttioDft)  Society  his  book,  intituled,  *♦  A  Letter 

lo  Ibe  National  Con ven lion  of  France." 
Mr.  £r»^inf.— That  was  also  read  upon 

Mr.  Hnrdy's  trial. 
Mr.  Attorn fy  General. — It  was. 

fnie  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Society  for  Couslitutioaal  In- 
fbfnmtioD :] 

•  A»  a  Meeting  of  the  Society,  October 
Sill,  vt9^r 

[fWr  Ilardy's  Trial,  antl.  Vol.  84,  p.  50<>.] 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society,  October 

[Tidi  Hardy 'a  Trial,  antt.  Vol.  34,  p.  /ilO.] 

JAi*  Jmeph   Mruon    sworn.^Examined  by 
Mr.  Bower, 

You  are  a  bookseller  ? — Yes. 
Be  so  good  as  look  at  that  book,  which  was 

shown  to  you  la^t  week ;  did  you  print  and 
fHibllhli  Uiat? — I  printed  a  hook  with  this 
title. 

That  book  which  you  saw  lait  week  ?— I 
cmool  tell  whether  it  is  the  same,  or  not;  it 
baft  the  appearance  of  it. 
Did  you  publish  a  book  of  that  kind,  and 

whom  did  you  publish  it  for?— I  printed  it  at 
the  reaut^t  of  the  author. 

By  the  author,  do  you  mean  Joel  Barlow  ? -Vcs, 

You  were  emploved  by  him  as  his  printer  ? —Yes. 

And  you  believe  that  to  be  tbe  book  you 
printed  ̂ ~  It  has  ali  tlie  appearance  of  it;  I 
could  not  tell  without  I  read  it. 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  book  of  thai  ap- 
pemoce,  besides  that  which  was  published 

•  See  the  Trial  of  Thomas  Hardv,  anti, 
Vol.  ?4,  |».  533. 

^^^A.  D
.  1794,    * 

[ElffiM^fiul  from  a  Letter  lo  the  National 
Convention  of  rranci-,  on  the  defects  of  the 
Constitution  of  1791,  und  the  extent  of  the 
amendments  which  ought  to  be  applied ;  bj 
Joel  Barlow,  esq.  author  of  Advice  to  the 
Privileged  Orders.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ant(,  Vol.  24,  p.  512.] 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  tor  Constitutional  Infor- mation :] 

«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  l\ 
Crown  and  Anchor,  Friday,  October  i< 

1792." 

[Vide  Hardy*s  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  24,  p.  58S. 

Mr.  Attorney  Generfl/.— This  your  lordship 
observes  is  an  approbation  of  that  letter,  and 
an  order  for  it  to  l>e  publiiihed,  Mr.  Adams, 
]Q  his  account,  charges  for  the  publication  of 

Joel  Barlow's  letter  in  the  different  news* 

papers. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  persons  styl 
themselves  the  Editors  of  the  Patriot. 

Mr.  MaeUan, — I  found  this  among  Mr. 
Adatns's  papers. 

fit  was  read] 

«  Sheffieid,   loth  October,  1792. 
"  Sir; — In  consequence  of  a  hint  from  y< 

society,  that  small  and  cheap  publicatic 
would  be  of  ̂ cat  benefit  towards  enlighten- 

ing the  pubhc  mind  in  political  information, 
we  some  time  ago  set  on  foot  a  periodical 
work,  the  Patriot,  and  we  took  the  liberty 
about  three  montns  since  to  transmit  you 

such  numbers  as  were  then  published, 'en- treating your  perusal  of  them,  and  alier  that 
your  candid  opinion  as  to  the  matter  con- 

tained therein,  and  any  htitts  which  you  might 
please  to  think  would  add  to  its  public  utihty, 
and  contribute  to  its  improvement;  considering 
ourselves  as  actins  upon  priociples  alone, 

joined  to  an  ardent  desire  to  forward  and  pro- 
mote the  interef^ts  of  the  great  cause  of  trcc- 

dom,  and  that  we  were  doing  what  your  so- 
I  cieiy  had  expressly  recommended,  we  Haltered 
ourselves  we  mi;;hl  make  this  request,  and 
that  it  would  not  have  been  thought  unrea- 

sonable; and  as  we  conveyed  our  sentiments 
in  terms  of  the  grealcM  respect  and  delereoee 
to  Ihe  superiority  o1  abitilies  which  you  have 
to  boast,  bemg  united  in  your  honourable 
body,  we  thought  that  the  common  civility 
which,  on  such  occasions,  actuates  men,  cven« 
differing  in  o/anipitc,  and  at  variance  with 
each  other,  would  have  insured  us  an  answer; 
wc  have  been  deceived,  our  efforts  to  serve 
the  cause  appear  to  your  society,  it  would 
seem,  dc&ervuig  no  other  nolice  than  silence 
and  contempt;  this  we  are  something  sur* 
prised  at,  as  in  a  cause  t'ke  thu^  a  good  intent 
(ion  only  we  think  deserves  to  be  commended, 

VVc  are  perfectly  aware  of,  and  rejoitc  to  re- 
flect on  the  splendid  talents  which  ornament 

your  society,  and  are  convinced  that  any  thing 
wc  can  write  must  appear  to  some  ftsno^^X 
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you  very  trifling  and  puny  offorts;  but  to  do 
our  best  is  as  much  as  is  allotted  to  man,  mon 
mmiia  pottumut  omneSf  and  we  cannot  foraetj 

while  we  coatemplate  the  ma^ficent  splen- 
dor of  the  sun,  that,  when  deprived  of  his  en- 

livening light,  we  find  ourselves  highly  in- 
debted  to  the  small  and  feeble  glimmering  of 
a  taper ;  we  avowed  that  our  work  was  in* 
tended  to  impress  its  contents  on  the  great 
body  of  the  Deople;  we  pretended  not  to  an^ 
originality  farther  than  the  work  itself,  dedi- 

cated solely  to  purposes  never  before  attempt- 
ed ;  and  as  to  superior  excellence,  we  had  not 

the  vanity  id  lay  claim  to  any,  we  looked  for 
no  compliments,  wc  only  wished  for  advice, 
and  certainly  approbation,  where  it  might  be 
deemed  by  vou  to  be  due,  would  have  been 
highly  gratifying  to  us. 
^  Disappointed  in  all  our  expectations,  it 

may  perhaps  appear  odd  and  extraordinary 
that  we  should  trouble  you  again ;  feeling  as 
men,  and  we  hope  possessed  of  the  laudable 
and  proper  spirit  of  gentlemen,  did  we  act  on 
4he  unpulse  of  punctilio  and  etiquette  only, 
we  should  in  all  likelihood  consider  our  pens 
as  tied  up,  but  as  volunteers  in  the  most  glo- 

rious cause  which  can  animate  and  actuate 
the  minds  of  men,  we  shake  off  the  feeble 
fetters  of  ceremonious  exactness,  and  once 
inore  present  ourselves  to  your  notice,  as 
sealous  supporters  of  those  rights  of  man,  of 
which  we  are  happy  to  see  your  society  so 
worthily  placed  at  the  head. 

**  Witbiu  a  few  days  past  we  have  received 
a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  a  society  in- 

tended to  be  established  at  Stockport,  which 
we  think  it. necessary  to  fiubmit  to  your  in- 
S[>ection,  and  have  accordingly  sent  it  here* 
with  ;  vour  society  will  find  tnereby  what  uu- 
justifiabic  means  are  adopted  by  the  enemies 
to  reform,  and  the  frienas  and  tools  of  arbi> 

tru-y  power,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  those societies,  and  to  crush  and  annihilate  our 
efforts  in  their  bud ;  we  thought  it  prudent 
and  necessary  to  answer  the  letter  imme- 

diately, and  to  eive  them  such  encouragement 
as  our  feeble  talents  will  permit ;  that  we  also  ̂ 
submit  to  your  consideraXion  in  the  copy  of 
the  letter  to  Mr.  Andrews,  which  accompanies 
his  to  US;  we  cannot  help  reflecting  that  un- 

less the  friends  to  reform  stand  by  and  suc- 
cour each  other,  they  cannot  hope  for  suc- 

^«ss ;  and  we  therefore  indulge  ourselves  with 
the  hope,  that  your  society  will  think  this 
society  at  Stockport  deserving  their  attention, 
and  give  them  their  sanction,  advice,  and  sup- 

port 
"  Having  done  this,  we  have  satisfied  our 

consciences,  and  hasten  to  conclude,  only  re- 
questing leave  to  add,  that  in  addressing  our 

last  letter  to  your  society,  we  protest  that  we 
had  no  idea  we  should  give  offence ;  we  are 
thoroughly  convinced  notliing  but  the  most 
I>erfect  and  eeneral  unanimity  can  ever  en- 

title the  firiends  of  freedom  to  expect  success 
i^nst  the  founidable  host  of  enemies  with 
which  they  have  to  contqnd^  under  thia  con- 

viction  we  have  caused  our  feelings  as  men  to 

g've  place  to  our  duties  as  citizens ;  one  veiy ture  occasion  that  may  offer,  we  shall  take 
care  to  give  your  society  the  earliest  informj^ 
tioa  of  any  matter  arising  within  our  know- 

ledge, which  we  think  may  be  important  and 
necessary  fur  them  to  be  made  acquainted 
with,  for  the  general  good ;  at  the  same  time 
assuring  you,  that  firom  ourselves,  and  oo  our 
own  account,  you  need  not  be  under  appr»» 

hension  of  any  farther  intrusion';  we  would indeed  a3k  pairdon  fur  that  we  have  idready 
niade,.  only  tha^  we  conceive,  according  to 
every  fair  criterion  of  judgpent,  we  maj 
justly  say  the  crime  has  earned  the  punish- 

ment alons  with  it  We  are,  &c.  witn  great 

respect,  feilow-citizens,  your's  most  sinoeiely 
as  such, 

*'  Tbs  Edftobs  op  the  pATBunv'* 
Addressed,  **  D.  Adams,  esq.  Secretary 

to  the  Society  fur  Constitutional  In- 
formation, Tooke's  court,  Chancer]^ 

lane,  London.'' Mr.  Bomer. — We  will  now  read  a  letter  jkhat 
was  inclosed  im  the  letter  which  has  been  jusi read. 

Mr.  Muclean. — ^I  found  this  among  Mr, 
Adams's  papers. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hard>-*s  Trial,  anlj.  Vol.  ii,  p.  S9y] 
pThe  following  entries  were  read  firom  the 

books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Xn-> formatmn :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti-. 
tutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  November  9w 
1792, 

"   PaESEKT, 

**  Mr.  Frost  in  the  chair, 

**  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  BoeviUe,  Mr.  Walsh,  Dr. 
Edwards,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  Mr. 
Sturch,  Mr.  Sbarpe,  Mr.  Geddes,  cokmel 
Keating,  Mr.  Ra«,  Mr.  Bakewell,  Mr.  Jovce, 
Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  SiBeiak^ 
Mr.  Ilolcroft,  Mr.  WiUiams,  Mr.  Hind,  Mr. 
Tuffin,  Mr.  M.  Bush,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr. 
Aspinal,  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

**  The  secretary  read  the  letter  from  the 
editor  of  the  Patriot,  at  Sheffield. 

'*  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  corres- 
pondence be  appointed  to  consider  of  and  pr^ 

pare  answers  to  all  such  letters  as  are,  or  may 
DC  sent  to  this  society. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Joyce, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Frost,  Mr.  Bonney,  and  Mr. 
Uolcroft,  compose  the  said  committee. 

«  Ordered,  That  the  two  letters  sent  to  this 
!U)ciety,  from  the  editor  of  the  Patriot,  at  Shef- 

field, be  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

<'  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Societv  for  Cooitittt^ 
tional  Information,  held  at  ibe  CrowD  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Stnmd.  Friday.  9tb  NovaBber, 



**  U)fi3  Sempll  \t\  the  chair, 
Boeville,  ,    Mr.  Hull,    Mr. 
'M,  Mr.J^^i  ..Sut Ion, Mr. Frost, 

Mr,  >[ureti,  colonel  Keating, 
Mr  H,4riow,  Mr, Tuffio,  Mr. 

^  Marrrarot,    Mr.  Watts.   Mr. 
JL    i!'  I    Ail    J   Hi  )>lm,  captain  i*errv,  Mr. 

K'    «. -■:  I  'JO, 
Mi.  Ovifi,^,  .   -.   — ,  -    :    ̂   -    .,  jao. 
Mr*  Lockbart,  Mr.  Moore. 

*  Rtad  the  refiort  of  tlie  committee  of  cor- 

'  A  letter  was  produced  b}-  them,  and  read, 
fal  ftoBwcr  to  the  editors  of  liic  Pihtriot,  to 
vbteh  Oil  oraeodment  was  inuved,  and  se- 
mmAtdy  md  th«  question  being  put  tlicreon, 
«iicimed  iti  the  afhrmalive,  and  ordered 
ttnihe  9(ieretarjr  send  the  s^td  letter  to  the 
f<Har  of  the  Patriot,  at  Shcflicld,  signed  by 

Iboi  io  the  OAine  of  the  50cirty  " 
Mt.  !Wt»r<Wfln  — 1  found  this  paper  in  tlie 
fMMttsi  'r.  Adams. 
(Tb  *  n  WoQdfall.)-^Do  yon  believe 

ttf  V^i  ̂ i  Ltiis  loiter  to  be  of  Mr.  Tooke's 
hM-writing  f—Thc  words  "  attend  those  ef- 
(vrUt**  1  beheve  to  be  Tooke'»  writing. 

Iftr.   TUiA^. — Those  words  arc  mine. 

[It  wai  read.] 

(MrOmlffH  Tfkl,  tfTi#i,  Vol.  fl4,  page  829] 

Mr,  Btfitf^.—Having^  before  proved  that  the 
LKlAon  Corresponding  8<jciety  sr/nl  nieml»efs 
likeflieocmted  ̂ iih  the  Loodun  Cun<«titu- 
tioiMd  JiPCtCty,  vh  rordinf^Kiidmttted 
tail  of  which  mc  llarJv»  the  secie- 
iMtf  of  the  Loiuioii  i  orruspondiiig  Socict), 
!«•  one.  I  am  iio^  g^*ing  to  read  a  letter 
6«BI  ̂ 1"  "^ '"^*  to>laruy,  as  secretary  of  the 
imiAtii  hding  Society. 

Ci'iP  M  .  ..  -^  u.)  —Where  did  you  find  that 
f^m  r — I  found  it  in  Mr.  tlardy's  house. 

(iMlcrfroni  "      '  ned  P.  W.  Frost,  to 
Hr.  Thon  racd,  "  Htockport, 
FiitHliia  c;  ;  .  .ice  nnd  the  Rights 

T<  til  of  September,  J 792, 
d  1....  .-.  Jctober^  and  aenlacopy 

cf  ihc  address,"  read.] 

Mr.  I?r«i\»iif— Answered  by  Mr.  Hznh-  f 
Mr.  B«*cr.^Ye9. 

(rUk  Uudy's  Trial,  anU,  Vol.  24,  p.  388.] 
Vfr    k.n,.  #r  — w>  are  now  going  to  read  a 
i'  .ich. 

-I    fwund    these    papers    in 
tlirih*  itotae. 

[Utter    from   M     '^  t    to  Mr.  Joseph 
kiwairr.  »^Gcri  *  Friend*  of  Hni- 
imaj  I'oicii  Ai*i  i  . . . '-  .  V .  ti  h  l9  of  JSt an  Society, 
Kiiil|UH»  dated   London,  Octuber  llth, 

(iWlUr^*^  Trial,  onti,  Vol,  M,  p.  385] 

[telliTT  from  Nerwirh  \a  Tbanhfts  Haillyy 
signed  George  Euapp,  Isaac  Saint,  wai 
thony  CaddewoLiId,  dated  November  Itth^ 1791?,  read,] 

[Vide  Uardy'i  Trials  aati.  Vol  £4,  p.  399.] 
[Letter  from  1(L  MaiigiM«t,  in  omwer  W 

the  l:isi,  dated  November  S6lb>  I7y«,  pro* duced.J 

Mr.  Knkinc. — This  has  been  read  before. 
Mr.  Bower. — It  has. 
Mr,  Erskinc, — I  wish  your  lordship  to  un- 

do^tand  that  I  do  not  mean  what  I  am  now 

saying,  ill  the  siiApe  of  an  obyoctioik  Tha$ 
paper  was  read  against  Mr.  Hardy,  bec^na^  j 
It  wa$  found  in  nis  possession;  and  it  h  a^ 
draft  of  an  answer  which  he,  Mr.  Hardy,  wa^ 
supposed  to  have  meditated  to  scad  to  a  letter 
written  to  him:  but  upon  wUat  priiniple  of 
law,  of  evidence,  or  ol  eo«nmoii  scqm,  it  can 
be  read  upon  this  ooca^ion,  I  know  not. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr«. — It  was  rea^  aft 
evidence  against  Mr  Hardy. 

Mr.  Erskinc. — lie  i»  not  now  before  iht 
Court — ^hc  is  acquitted. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  -Eyre. — Cerlainly  he  is 
not ;  but  as  a  person  oosoerned  in  tiMi  lano* 
action,  the  cuilt  of  which  is  imputed  to  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Enkine, — Can  your  lordship  consider 
this  as  any  guilt  as  connected  with  a  persoQ 
now  accjuitted  ? 

Lord  Chief  Jii*.ticc  Eyre.— Hii  acquillal  of 
his  share  makes  no  dilfcrcnce  in  the  Irans- 
aclion;  the  jury  have  thought  it  right  to  say< 
he  was  not  guilty  :  this  goes  lo  the  whole  gc- 
neral  plan  of  the  e%'idente ;  there  are  tw^ 
di-iinct  partf,  one  to  the  general  plan,  and  ih^ 
other  lo  the  particular  facts. 

Mr.  Erskinc, ^l  perfectly  understand  tha 
Court ;  I  am  satisfied. 

[Letkor  signed  M,  Msf^gvot  read.] 

IVide  TIardy*s  Trial,  ante,  Vol  34,  p.  393.] 
Mr.  Bower. — This  necmh  to  finish  the  writ- 

ten evidence,  we  oflfer,  ofthe  year  1792  ;  and 
your  lordships  will  understund  we  are  now  go* 
ing  to  read  an  entry  from  the  book  of  lire  So- 

ciety for  Constitutional  Inl^ormation,  oo  the 
18lh  of  January,  179^. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy^s  Trial,  aiife.  Vol.  84,  page  540j 
[A  rough  drafl  of  tlie  al)ovc  entry  shown  to| 

Mr.  William  WoodfaU.J 

Mr.  Percew^. — In  whose  hand-writmg  are  < 
these  words :— "  A  member  of  Ihc  Naljonn  < 
Convention  of  France  being  considered  bv  uf 
as — *•  ?— I    believe  them    to  be  Mr.  llornC 

Tooke's.  ' ! 
ATr.  Too^.— That  is  roy  hand- writing. 

[The  following  entries  were  rcid  from  tlie 
hooks  of  the  Society  for  ConatJintionAl  In- formation :] 
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«'  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Uvern,  Friday^  Jan.  S5tb, 

1793." 
[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  atUi,  Vol.  24,  p.  540.] 

^  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  held  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 

February  1  St,  1793." 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  an/^.  Vol.  24,  p.  540.] 

Joseph  Deboffe,  swom.->£zaniinedlby 
Mr.  Xav. 

Did  you  receive  these  three  papers  as  the 
Moniteurs  of  the  tburth,  sixth,  ana  seventh  of 
January,  1793  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Enkine. — They  are  the  same  we  had 
upon  the  last  trial,  I  suppose  } 

Ml.  fiover.—- They  are. 
Deboffc—Theie  are  the  original  papers, 

which  were  imported  from  Paris,  as  I  ex- 
pressed when  I  was  here  before.* 

Shortly  after  the  time  when  they  respec- 
tively bear  date  ?— THfey  were  received  within 

five  or  six  days,  I  suppose,  of  the  Paris  date ; 
they  were  imported  as  I  mentioned  before. 

Jp$epk  Vtb^  cross-exammed  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

These  three  papers  you  sold  ?~I  cannot  as- 
certain whether  they  came  out  of  my  shop,  or 

not;  but,  at  the  same  time, I  can  ascertain 
that  they  are  the  real  Paris  papers. 

Have  you  any  of  the  Momteur  of  this  date  ? 
—I  have  had  a  great  many. 

Did  you  sell  a  great  many  }^l  have  sold  as 
many  as  I  had  regular  subscribers  for  :  I  was 
not  in  the  habit  of  sellinz  papers  loosely,  but 
such  noblemen  and  gent^men  as  subscribed 
rejgularly,  I  had  the  honour  of  serving  them 
with  regularity.  I  have  sold  some  hundreds 
in  regular  connexions,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Moniteur,  down  to  the  time  when  the 
communication  was  totally  stopped. 
How  long  have  you  been  out  of  prison  ? — 

Me  in  prison ! 
I  ask  you  ?— Never  in  my  life. 
Have  not  you  been  prosecuted  ?— Never  in 

my  life. 
Kor  threatened  to  be  prosecuted  ? — No. 
When  were  you  first  applied  to  to  come  here 

upon  this  occasion  ? — I  was  subpoenaed  to  ap- 
pear here. 

Were  not  you  frightened  ? — I  did  not  know 
what  I  should  be  subpcenaed  for. 

But  you  thought  you  had  done  no  crime  ? 
— My  conscience  is  clear ;  I  liad  nothing  to 
reproach  myself  with. 
You  thought  it  a  safe  thing  to  sell  these 

papers  f — Yes,  while  the  Post-office  sold  them, 
and  several  of  the  shops  sold  them,  as  well  as 
me,  having  paid  the  regular  duty  at  the  Cus- 
tom-house. 

And  others  d^d  the  same  ? — Yes. 
And  you  never  were  afraid  of  the  conse- 

*  Set  the  examination  of  this  witness  on  the 
Trial  of  Thomas  Hardy,  ant^  Vol.  24,  p.  54f . 

Trial  qf  John.  Home  Tooke 
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I  <]uence  at  all  } — ^I  was  never.    I  looked  upon I  it  the  law  was  to  save  me  the  same  as  every 

I  body  else. '  That  th6  law  would  protect  you  P — Not  me 
in  particular ;  if  it  would  protect  me,  it  would 
protect  others ;  therefore,  the  people  of  the 

I  Post-office  should  be  punished. 
Mr.  Tooke, — You  are  a  very  honest  man. 
Mr.  WiUiatH  If  oocf/h//.— I  beg  pardon  for  a 

moment ;  as  the  witness  is  a  foreigner  here,  I 
beg  leave,  as  an  amkus  curia,  to  say  that  he 
lived  formerly  with  me,  and  is,  as  Mr.  Tooke 
has  last  denominated  him,  a  very  honest  man indeed. 

[Mr.  Huskisson  delivered  into  Court  English 
translations  of  the  extracts  from  the  Moni- 

teurs produced.j 

Mr.  Ertkine. — ^Tnis  is  not  reading  any  thing 
out  of  the  books  of  the  Constitutional  Society. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre^^^They  are .  pas- 
sages in  these  papeis  which  that  society  re- 

commended for  perusal. 
Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— And  they  resolved 

that  that  resolution  should  be  pid>lished  in  the 
newspapers. 

[English  translations  of  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  Barr^re,  St.  Andre,  and  Row- 

land, were  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  antl,  Vol.  24,  p.  542.] 
[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 

book  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  .lo* formation :] 

*'  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  C^onsti- 
tutional  Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

chor tavern,  Friday,  15th  March,  1793, 
<*  Present, 

*'  Captain  Tooke  Harwood  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  Balmanno,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr. 
Martin,  Mr.  Fazackerly,  count  ZenoUa, 
Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Booney, 
Mr.  Symonds,  Rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Hol- 
croft,  Mr.  Swainson,  Mr.  Banks,  lord  Senk- 
Sill,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Parkinson,  Mr.  Bailey, 
Ir.  Frost,  Mr.  Williams. 

"  Mr.  Gay,  of  Duke-street,  St.  James's, was  proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke,  and  seconded  by 

Mr.  Bonney.'* Mr.  Tooke.-~ls  there  a  Christian  name  to 
that  Mr.  Gay? 

Mr.  Shelton. — ^There  is  no  Christian  name. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  society 

be  given  to  Joel  Barlow  and  John  Frost,  for 
their  conduct  in  the  presentation  of  the  ad- 

dress of  this  Society  to  the  National  Conven- tion of  France ;  and  tliat  Mr.  Frost  be  assured 
that  our  regard  for  him  is  not  lessened  but 
increased  by  the  prosecutions  and  persecu- 

tions which 'his  faithful  and  due  disctuurg^  of that  commission  may  bring  upon  him. 
"  Ordered,  That  this  resolution  bepab, 

lished  in  the  newspapers." 
«  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Societj  for* 



!»} 
^rffigk  Treasonl 

tutiofuil  Inforui.iuuii,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
ADcUor  tavern,  Stnind,  rriday,  titjd  March, 
1799, 

"  Pretest, 

**  Mr.  Symonds  in  the  chair, 

_?•  Mr.  Prost,  Mr.  UuU,  count  Zenobio.  Mr, 
Tooke,  Mr.  Wills  ̂ 'rd  Sempill,  Mr.  B4jft- 

Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Satchell,    Mr.  .lolm 
Mr.   An?ell,    Mr.   Holcroft,    Mr. 

lo,  capu  T.  Harwood*  Mr.  Parkin- 
Mr.  J.  Williams,   Dr.  Kentish,  Mr. 

trgarot^  Mr.  Hardy, 

Road  a  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 
^  Society,  containing  their  resoUilions, 

;UxlflB^  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr,  Litilejohn  from 
tbot  iociety;  and  consequcnUy,  that  they 
cafLM>t  any  loncer  sit  in  the  Society  for  Con- 
9litutional  Information,  as  associated  mem- 
t.  t!ic  I>ondon  Corrcsnonding  Society. 

cdj  Thul  the  Lonaon  Correspond - 
iiij;^.^i'_,j,  he  rcNqvicsted  to  elect  two  mero- 
Wia,  who  have  their  confidence,  to  »u}»piY  the 
fhcea  of  the  associated  members  vacant  by 
ibilr  resolution. 

«*  ResolTedy  That  Mr.  Marearot  be  re- 
to  be  09ie  of  the  stewards  of  the  an- 
dmner* 

^  Mr.  Margarot,  being  present,  accepted 
thtof&ee. 

**  Mr.  Hardy  expressed  his  readiness  to  ac< 
ent  of  the  offiice  of  steward. 
^  BiemA  a  letter  from  the  United  Political 

Stdciliov  of  Norwich . 
**  Rcflolred,  TIiai  the  consideration  of  the 

flud  ktter  be  postponed  till  the  next  meeting/' 

Mr.  MacUan. — I  found  this  paper  in  tlic 
lion  of  Mr»  Adami*. 

Genera L — ^This    is  a  letter 
-March,  1793,  which  is  roen- 

,.1  »#ceedings  of  the  Constilulional 
the  2*i<l  of  March— it  is  a  letter 
rjiiM  Political  Societies  at  Nor- 

stitulional  Sociely  in  London, 
t  of  a  Convention, 

Mr 
dated 

OpOQ  I 

(Tbe  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
bootk  of  tbe  Society  for  Cou^titutiunal  In- 
foroDatwD:] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Sociely,  at  the  Crown 
lOd  Aochur  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  March  ̂ 9, 

[Twdt  Uifd/s  Trial,  and,  Vol.  S4,  p.  ̂ 9.] 

**  At   a    Meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the 
Cf.^wn  arid  Anchor  tavern,  Slrand,  Friday, 

l^fid*  Uardy'i  Trial,  anii.  Vol.  54,  p.  549.] 

'^  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  at  the  Crown 
ttd  Anchor  Uvern,  Friday,  April  12,  1793." 

[fide  Unrdy's  Truil,  ant^,  Vol  34,  p,  551.] 
Mf .  JUl^mty  General. — Refer  back  to  the 

«f  March,  when  it  was  deferred;  was 
Toolce  pre«eDt  then } 

Mr.i>7ic/<f>n.— IJe  was  not. 
Mr.  JEr«/t*nf .— You  mean  his  name  is  not  in 

the  book. 

Mr,  Attorney  General, — I  alvsays  meail;! 

present,  as  appears  by  the  book— was  he  pre* 
sent  upon  the  22d,  when  it  appears  by  the 
book  to  be  deferred  ? 

Mr.  SheUon.^Yes,  he  was. 
Mr.  Attorney  Generat.-^Vie  will  now  read 

the  letter  of  the  5th  of  March,  from  tlie  United 
Political  Societies. 

[It  was  read.] 

IVide  Hardy *s  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  21,  p.  548,] 

Thomai  Wagstaffe  sworn, — Examined  by  Mr. 
Attorney  General. 

Look  at  that  paper  (shaming  U  to  the  tvii' 
neu).  Did  you  ever  find  that  paper  in  any 

place? — Yes',  at  Isaac  Saint's,  at  Norwich. Mr.  Attctrnry  General, — I  will  now  call 
Maclean,  to  prove,  that  he  found,  in  the  pos* 
session  of  Mr.  Adams,  a  draft  of  a  letter,* 
which  your  lordship  will  afterwards  find 
copied  into  this  letter  louud  at  SainCs,  at 

Norwich,  by  Wagstafi'e.  f Mr.  A/^c^an. — I  found  this  paper  Jn  the| 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[It  was  read  J 

[Titfc  Hardy's  Trial,  rtnr^  Vol.  24.  p.  551.] 
Mr.  Daniel  Adams  again  called* 

Mr.  Attorney  General,— Look  at  thatj   tfij 
that  your  hand-writing,   and  was  it  sent 
Norwich,  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  ol 
the  i2th  of  April,    1793,  which    apjicars  iaj 
your  hook  ? — It  is  my  haiul-writing,  and  W 
was  sent  tu  Mr.  Saint,  at  Norwich. 

Was  it  sent  in  con^^cqucuce  of  a  resolution 

oflhe  l^ih  of  April,  1793:  **  Uesolved,  That] the  said  answer  be  sent  by  the  scrrelary  t©4 

the  secretary  of  the  said  societies":' — Yes. 
That  is  the  Idler  that  was  written^  is  it?.— 

It  is. 
Mr.  Attorney  Generai, ^li  is  a  prrcise  copy 

with  the  signature  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  that  drali 
which  has  Dccn  read. 

I  proceed  now  to  read  a  letter  of  the  J 7th 
of  May,  1793,  from  Margaret  and  Hardy,  who 
were  both  associated  members  of  the  Consti« 
tutional  Societjr,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
ciety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People^  at  Edii 
burgh. 

Mr.  I^wruii. — ^This  is  one  of  the  letters  (| 

found  in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

[It  was  read] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ant^,  Vol  24,  p.  407.] 

Mr.  Attorney  Gc«<'ra/.— This  is  a  letter 
from  Skirving,  in  ani^we^  to  that  letter,  the 
draft  of  which  your  lordships  have  heard  read. 
(To  Mr.  LuuzuH,)  Did  you  tind  this  paper  any 
where  ? 

Mr.  Lausun. — I  found  this  paper  al  Mr. 
Hardy's  house. 
0 



195]         85  GEORGE  HI. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  «4,  p.  408.] 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 

of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- tion :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  at  tlie  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  June  98, 1793, 
«*  Present, 

**  Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  chair, 

'  Mr.  Walker  (Manchester),  Mr.  Bonne^,Mr. 
Martin,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Parkmson, 
Mr.  Chatfield,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Banks, 
Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr. 
Camphell,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr.MargaroC, 
Mr.  J,  H.  Tooke,  Dr.  Redhead,  Mr.  Hoi- croft, 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  Address  to  the  British 

Nation. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Tooke  and  Mr.  Yorke 
be  requested  to  prepare  the  said  Address.^ 

Mr.  Attorn^  General. — Having  read  a  let- 
ter from  the  United  Societies  of  Norwich,  to 

the  Constitutional  Society  in  London,  with 
their  answer  relative  to  a  convention,  or  an 
Address  to  the  King,  I  am  now  goine  to  read 
a  letter  from  the  Political  Society  at  Norwich, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  relative  to  the  same  objects,  meaning 
to  lead  the  answer  presently. 

{To  Mr.  LauMun.) — ^Where  did  you  find 
these  papers  f—ln  Mr.  Hardy's  bouse. 
[Letter  from  the  Political  Societies  at  Nor- 

wich, to  the  secretary  of  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society;  indorsed,  "received 

the  «5th  June,  1793,"  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  atUi,  Vol.  «4,  p.  411.] 
Mr,  Attorney  General. — I  will  now  read 

the  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  last  letter  firom 
Margarut  and  Hardy,  dated  the  S5th  of  July, 
1798. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  24,  p.  41«.] 
Mr.  Maclean.^l  found  this  paper  in  the 

possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^This  is  a  letter 

from  Calender,  at  Edinburgh,  to  Hardy,  dated 
October  5,  1793. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  antl,  Vol.  84,  p.  48^.] 
[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 

books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
formatwn :] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

ehot  trnverBi  October  95tb,  1703." 

Trial  qfJ^kn  Home  T<i€^e  £iM 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ant^,  Vol.  «4,  p.  654.J 

"  At  an  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  October  88tb« 

1793." 
[nde  Hardy's  Trial,  antt,  Vol.  34,  p.  556.] 
Mt.  Attorney  General  to  Jdr.  William  Scott ̂  

— ^Where  did  you  find  these  papers  ?  (tkowing 
them  to  the  witness). — Among  papers  taken 
out  of  the  custodv  of  Skirvine,at  Edinbureh, 
they  are  intituled,  ''  Scroll  of  Minutes  of  m 
British  Convention.'' 

Mr.  Tooke. — If  I  am  wrong  ̂ oar  lordship 
will  stop  me  in  a  minute;  but  if  by  that  mi« 
nute  I  nave  a  chance  of  saving  you  an  hour 
you  will  not  bUme  me  for  having  made  the 
attempt  The  prosecutors  have  proved  hj 
their  own  witness,  that  though  my  name  ap- 

pears in  the  book  on  the  35th  of  Octob^n*, 
when  the  motion  was  made  for  an  extraor- 

dinary meeting  on  the  38th,  that  I  was  cer^ 
tainly  not  present,  there  being  a  strong  cif- 
cumstance  which  enabled  the  witness  to  re- 

member my  absence  on  that  day.  On  the 
88th  of  October,  he  likewise  proves  thai  I 
was  not  present,  and  on  that  day  my  name 
does  not,  though  it  misht,  have  appeared  in 
the  book,  notwithstanding  my  beine  absent ; 
— but  will  it  then  be  fit  or  proper  that  upoii 
my  trial,  having  first  of  all  proved  by  tneur 
own  witness,  that  I  not  only  was  absent  when 
this  motion  was  made,  and  all  that  followed 
in  consequence  of  it,  but  that  I  was  likewise 
exceedingly  averse  from  it,  very  angry  at  il^ 
and  suffered  much  abuse  in  consequence  of 
that  difference  of  opinion — will  it  be  fit  (p^- 

haps  it  may  be  consonant  with  the  rest  of^the 
proceeding)  that  those  very  actions  and  mea- 

sures, which  most  of  all  I  disapproved,  should 
be  read  to  the  jury,  who  may,  perhaps,  forgjet 
that  circumstance  while  they  are  reading  it, 
or  recollect  some  unpleasant  circumstances 
while  it  may  be  read?-~Wiil  it  be  fit  that  the 
measures  which  I  appear  most  particularly 
and  distinguishlngly  to  disapprove,  should  be 
read  to  the  jun^in  order  to  criminate  me? 

Mr.  Lav. — The  approbation  of  Mr.  Tooke 
to  the  measure  of  this  convention,  is  contain- 

ed in  a  minute  of  the  17th  of  January,  1794, 
when  he  was  in  th^  chair. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  whole  plan of  the  trial  requires  that  we  should  admit  this 
as  evidence  of  a  part  of  the  general  trans- 

action—at  the  same  time  it  certainly  will  not 
be  forgotten,  that  as  to  the  particular  circum- 

stances of  sending  delegates;  in  the  first 
place,  you  were  absent  when  the  delegates 
were  appointed — in  the  next  place,  as  far  as 
your  opinion  could  be  collected,  you  were 
against  sending  those  delegates :  but  not  only 
will  it  be  to  be  read,  because  it  makes  a  part 
of  the  general  transaction  charged  as  a  con- 

spiracy, but  it  mav  also  be  read  upon  the 
g|round  last  opened— namely,  that  the 
ceedings  of  trat  Convention  were  afterwards 
approved  of  in  the  Constitutional  Society^  anA 



IfTJ 
fat  High  Treason* 

pnii  of  the  minute$  may  be  person&Uj 
hrought  booio  to  you. 

Mr.  *li*At^.— I  ljr:g  pardon  then— as  far  as 
I  wai  co«cerT>c<J,  Ui€  readinj  this,  and  en- 
dMkVOuring  to  apply  trus  t<j  me,  \%  extremely 
mtllil  to  me ;  my  defence  for  objecting  is,  I 
iM  It  iu  save  the  lime  of  the  Court. 

LbH  Chief  Justice  Eytt, — You  will  do  right 
1^  wmkn  every  use  that  you  can  possibly  make 

[EktncU  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Con* 
VqdUoo  at  Edinburgh  read :] 

^  Coiove&tioo  Uallf  November  33d,  1793. 

*'  Tifth  Day's  Sitting," 

tpdt  Skirrio^s  Case,  anti.  Vol.  93,  p.  426.] 

^^V  Coovcaiion  H^^  November  38th,  1793. 

^M  "  Ninth  Day's  Sitting/' 

^^»iiu  ̂skirving'sCase,  anU,  Vol  33^  p.  433.] 
^^P^  Cocivention  Hail,  first  year  of  the  British 

CoBvtsitJoiv  99th  of  November,  1793. 

*"  Tenth  Day's  Silting." 

[H^Sktmng's  Case,  anti,  Vol.  23,  p.  434.] 

"  CQOy«otioQ  Mali,  November  30th,  1793. 

^K  ^  Eleventh  Day's  Sitting." 

^^Kieffiumng'sCase,  anti.  Vol.  93,  p.  436.] 

^^■"  CoBf«Dtioa  Hall,  Monday,  December  2d, 

^^BMi  ifst  yeftr  of  the  British  Convention. 

^^  "  Twdfth  Day's  Sitting," 

(n4«8kinriiig*sCase,  otU^,  Vol.  S3,  p.  43a] 

**  Edinburgh,  December  4lh,  1793. 

*•  Fourteenth  Sitting  of  the  British  Con- 

f  rye  Skirriog's  Case,  ante,  Vol.  23,  p.  449.] 

Afr.  Mrtkine. — Now,  do  indulge  us  with 
nttdiag  that  which  we  had  before  about  the 
fcur  noundg  raised,  and  the  two  bad  shillings, 

»nal  bank — and  also  the  manner 

I  lie  convenlion  was  dispersed. 

(Uttk  uf'  Arraigtu, — I  do  Dot  know  where 

A,  D.  n». 
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I Mr.  Ertkme. — Then  find  it,  sir;  I  beg  you \  I  am  io  no  hurry  about  it.  1  will  wait 
it  is  found. 

Mr,  Sotk'Uor  GeneriiL — ^The  proceedings 
of  the  Cod  vent  ion  do  not  contain  anything 
alcHl  the  dispersion  of  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Eftkiue. — It  was  read  last  time. 
Hr.  Solicitor  General, — What  you  allude  to 

%is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Margarot :  the  money 

IM  collected,  i  beheve,  in  the  fourth  day*s 

[It  was  read.] 

Edinburgli,  91st  November,  1793." 
ifidtSkktu^^Cu^  ontij  Vol  S3,  p.  432.] 

[The  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In* f«;>rmation :] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  tot  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  January  lOlh, 
1794, 

PUBSSKT, 

Mr.  Banks  in  the  chair, 

*•  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  Mr.  J.  Pearson»  Mr. 
Williams,  iMr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr* 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Hull,  count  Zeno* 
bio,  Mr,  J,  WilUams,  Mr.  Holcrofi,  Mr. 

Campbell  (Neckinger),  Mr.  Wardic,  Mr. 
Cliatfidd,  Mr.  Weldon,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr, 
Parkinson,  Mr,  Rutt. 

<*  Resolved,  That  the  important  letter  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Smclair,  tne  dclecate  from 

this  sociely  to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh^, 

and  the  subsequent  proceedings  ut'  that  Con-( 
vention,  be  taken  into  consideriition  on  Friday ' 
next,  and  that  a  zeneral  meeiiug  of  the  so* 
ciety  be  called  for  mat  purpose. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resotulion 
be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti* 
tutional  Infurmation,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

chor tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  January  I7tb, 

1794." 
IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante.  Vol.  24,  p.  558.] 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  bc^g  that  the  account  of  the 
last  meeting  may  be  read  over  agddn,  because ; 
it  appears  so  diHerently  from  the  printed  re- ' 

port— the  only  intelligence  that  I  could  pos." 
sibly  have  till  this  moment— I  beg  that  thos«] 
resolutions  may  be  read — when  1  proposed 
miestion  to  my  lord  chief  justice,   whether 
toe  proceedings   of  the   Bntish  ConventioDj 
should  be   read — it  was  stated  that  an  ap»l 
probation    would    be    found    afterwards   m 

the  sociely*s  books  of  those  proceedings.     I 
do  not  mean  to  impute  it  to  the  gentleman 
whoever  did  so  state,  for  he  mi[;ht  mistake, 
and  as  I  cannot  recollect  every  thing  in  the 

books,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  this  een-^ 
,  tieman,  who  was  not  in  llie  society,  should.-* , 
It  was  stated  by  the  counsel  for  the  crown, 

!  at  the  time  I  proposed  the  question,  whether^ 

it  would  be  fit  to  read  the  proceedings  of  the^ 
j  Brili*>h  Convention,  since  ineir  own  witnesseej 
j  have  proved  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
Uii  opposed  it— it  was  staled  as  a  reason  for] 
reading  them,  that  it  would  afterwards  appear] 
from  the  books,  that  I,  together  with  olh( 
members,  had  approved  of  the  proceeding*  ̂  
the  Convention. 

Now  these  last  resolutions  prove  mosl.' 
clearly,  from  the  very  part  of  the  prooecdings' 
of  the  society,  which  was  stated  as  the  reasoi 
for  readmg  the  proceedings  of  the  Briljslil 
Convention,  that  instead  of  an  approbatioi 

being  given  by  me  (unless  I  have  mis  heard 
it)  it  appeared  Uul  a&  ̂ oqu  ̂   ̂ ^^^  \«;^\i< 
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lions  came  to  be  proposed,  Mr.  Home  Tooke, 
who  was  in  the  chair  till  then,  quitted  the 
chair  in  the  niidsl  of  reading  the  resolutions, 
and  that  Mr.  Gerrald  took  the  chair,  and  then 
came  the  approbation  of  those  proceedings 
which  very  well  nnght  come,  because  be  was 
a  party  in  those  proceedings. 

So  far  from  proving  an  approbation  of  the 
proceedings,  they  prove  that  that  which  was 
stated  as  a  cause  for  reading  them,  should  not 
have  been  so  stated.  I  beg  that  I  may  not 
be  supposed  to  mean  to  cast  any  imputation 
upon  the  gentleman,  who  made  the  mistake, 
I  mean  no  such  thing,lea8t  of  all  to  the  gen- 

tleman whom  I  now  understand  to  have  stated 
it,  for  I  have  the  utmost  respect  for  him,  and 
I  have  it  for  all  the  gentlemen.  I  beg  those 
resolutions  may  be  read  over  a^in,  and  then 
the  Court  and  jury  will  see  that  just  before  the 
approbation  of  those  proceedmgs  came,  I 
quitted  the  chair,  and  another  person  took  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  fit  that  the 
observation  should  be  made,  and  that  the 
paper  be  read  again  to  see  whether  it  is 
founded. 

Mt.  Attorney  General. — Your  lordship  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  say  I  was  not  the  person 
who  made  the  observation— and  I  wish  to 
add,  that  if  I  had  been  the  person  who  made 
it,  I  certainly  should  have  made  the  observa- 

tion upon  a  great  many  more  proceedings  than 
this. 

Mr.  Law. — ^There  is  no  notice  taken  of  who 
wasjn  the  chair,  but  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  in 
the  chair  at  the  beginning  of  the  meeting,  and 
there  is  this  resolution — "  Resolved  that  we 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  Conven- 

tion." Upon  the  face  of  that  proceeding 
there  is  nothing  to  induce  one  to  believe  there 
had  been  a  change  in  the  chair. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Read  that  again. 
Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Read  the  resolu- 

tions of  the  10th  and  the  17th. 
Mr.  Tooke. — I  call  for  those  resolutions 

only  of  the  17th,  which  plainly  show,  if  books 
can  show  any  thing,  that  immediately  before 
the  resolutions  were  moved  approving  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  British  Convention,  I  in- 

stantly quitted  the  chair,  in  the  middle  of  the 
string;  of  resolutions,  and  another  person  took 
my  place. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Kyre. — I  wish  that  to  be 
read  that  I  may  take  a  note  of  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  very  desirous 
that  it  may  be  read. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  want  to  know 
where  it  is  that  the  circumstance  of  Mr, 

Took's  leaving  the  chair  first  appears — Is  it 
immediately  atler — "  Resolved  that  those  who 
imitate  his  example  deserve  his  fate." } 

Mr.  ShclUm.'-lt  is. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — At  the  meeting  on 

the  lOlh,  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  was  present,  as 
appears  by  the  book,  it  was  resolved—"  That 
tiie  important  letters  received  from  Sinclair, 
the  delegate  from  this  society  to  the  conven- 
t}oi}  at  Julinburgh,  and  tlie  subsequent  pro- 

ceedings of  that  conyention,  be  taken  intb 
consideration  on  Friday  next,  and  that  a  gene- 

ral meeting  of  the  society  be  called  for  that 
purpose.'* — *^  Resolved  that  this  be  publishei 
m  the  newspapers.*'  Then  there  is  the  meet- 

ing of  the  I7tn,  to  which  I  beg  your  lordship's attention. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  do  not  mean  to  be  captious ; 
but  I  beg  to  know  whiether  my  request  ou^t 
not  fairly  and  reasonably  to  be  complied  with 
and  then  the  attorney  general  to  re-read,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  any  other  resolutions. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  think  that  you 
are  strictly  entitled  to  have  that  part  of  the 
paper  read  which  you  request  should  be  read, 
and  if  any  thing  is  thought  necessary  to  be 
read  by  way  of  explaining  it,  that  the  proper 
time  for  its  being  read  is  afterwards. 

Mr.  Tooi^e.^-i  wish  to  have  the  minute  read 
from  the  beginning  to  that  place. 

[It  was  read  again.] 

Mr.  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General, — ^The  last  article  on 

that  day  is — "  Read  a  letter  from  Hardy,  se- 
cretary to  the  London  Corresponding  Society.*' 

This  is  the  letter  from  Hardy :  dat«l  Januaiy 
10th,  1794. 

[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anU^VoX,  S4,  p.  435.] 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the 

books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- formation :] 

<'  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

chor tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  January  S4th, 

1794." 
[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  antl.  Vol.  24,  p.  559.] 
Mr.  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper  in  the 

possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Mr.  William  Woodfall.-^l  believe  this  to  be 

the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke. 
Mr.  Toi)ke. — ^This  was  proved  before,  it  is 

an  ironical  prophecy  written  by  me,  unfortu- 
nately and  too  fatally  fulfilled. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  going  to  read 
a  resohition  that  was  entered  in  the  Consti- 

tutional Society's  book  on  the  24th  of  January 
1794,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^That  is  the  same  thing  you 
have  been  reading ;  you  have  read  it  in  print, 
and  now  you  are  going  to  read  the  manuscript. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — No,  I  read  it  from 
the  society's  book  ;  my  lord  was  kind  enough 
to  tell  me  this  morning,  that  when  I  produced 
a  rough  draft  in  the  hand>writing  of  the  pri- 

soner, it  was  my  duty  to  read  it;  folbwmg 
that  advice,  I  am  going  to  read  it. 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Your  lordship  will 
recollect  I  have  proved  that  Mr.  Martin  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke ;  I  have  also  proved 
that  Mr.  Hardy  was  an  associated  member  of 
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poUi»h« 

hr  I'oabljtmional  Sociely  i  I  am  now  going 
provf  tbjkt  tlir  ytUircss  of  ihe  London  Cor- 
:*l-  of  the  20th  of  January, 
1794,  >  staled  to  be  "  The  most 

;ni  .iiioM-'.  Ml  ihc  London  Corre  spond- 

r»fly/*— ftndis  the  address  alluded  to  in 
lUonsofthe  '24  th  of  January,  1794, 

p^RBoke's  hand-writmg,  where  he  stat«s, 
tCorre^jKinding  So<;icty  had  deserved 

of  their  country/' 
Mr.    l<w/c«. — What  the    atiorney>§eneral 

states  to  be  proved,  I  am  sure  he  thinks  is 
rgtcd,  Wt  it  is  po«>sible  that  he  may  cir,  and 

Itiink  he  docs  now,  or  else  I  do  greatly ;  I 

BMBliieg  thai  the  beginning  of  that  last  cntr^^ 
infty  be  read  over  ugain,  to  sec  whether  "  The 
ncsl  excellent  address  of  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society"  refers  to  any  and  what  date. 
Mr.  Altornexf  General. — It  refers  to  no  date. 

I  cm  '>•  '  ̂   <  '  mil  a  witness  to  prove  that  the 
Lopd  wading  Society  (ftlr.    Martin 
beiti^  -     -  J  air,  and  Mr.  Hardy  secretary) 
poUi»h«d  iin  address  upon  the  20th  of  Janu- 

It^  ;  and  I  mean  to  prove  by  evidence 

^le  address  which  is  spoken  o*^  m  the  re- 
ts of  Uie  94th  of  January,  1704,  iy  the 

of  the  20ttj  of  January,  1794. 
Mr    Tooke — Do  I  understand  it  right — 

'lliatv  Ai  mean  to  prove  that  ? 
%\'  if-al. — I  shall  prove  tl  by 

that  I  A II 11.  tl  I  shall  leave  to  the  jury 
(i|ioii  I  wish  not   to  be  misunder- 
sMmd — a  ..  -..^  to  say,  and  I  hope  I  do  not  do 
wrong  when  1  tell  you,  once  furallylliat  when 

^J  «tali'  i1i.il  I  Itave  proved  any  tiling  I  mean 
t!mn  that  I  have  (wfered  evi- 

-  cl  of  which  is  for  the  cQDsidc- 
M*  the  jury. 
T'lrtfrf  —I  hope  t  have  not  hinted  or  in- 

iiallest  idea,  when  I  think  you 
I  I  any  thing,  but  that  it  is  the 
;L^f  •  rror,  and  nothing  elhe. 
,Attorn€i/  General. — I  am  always  obliged 
wh«o  you  correct  mc. 

Davidson,  sworn. — Enamined  by 
Mr.  Attorney  General. 

Ton  ire  a  printer,  I  believe  ? — I  am, 
Do  ywk  know  Mr.  Hardy  or  Mr.  Martin  ? — 
toiow  Mr.  tlardy. 
Were  you  employed  by  Mr  Hardy  to  print 
ly  thing  before  or  after  the  30th  of  January 

P— .1  was,  belbrethe  20th  of  January. 
liDok  at  this  paper  {the  addreu  of  the  20th 

^^7*? I) ;  did  vou  print  this  pamphlet  f 
Hievcldid. 

e«nployed  you  to  print  it  ? — Mr.  Thel- 

Who  paid  you  for  it  ? — I  am  not  yet  paid 
it 

[r,    Arfnrt)f}i   n^nf<tnl, — I  will  now  prove 
If  lU  of  January,  1704, 

ion  of  the  secretary 
1 1  Naciety, 

^D  id  you  find  this  any 
P — Ye*,  I  lound  it  in  the  possession  of 

A.  D.  urn.  twi 
[It  wftft  tead.] 

[nde  Hardy's  Trial,  aul?,  Vol  S4,  p.  441.] 

Mr,  Attorney  GeneraL^l  am  now  going 
to  prove  a  letter  of  the  24  th  of  January,  1794, 
from  ThoaiHS  llardy^  secretary  to  the  London 
Corresponding  Sociely,  directed  to  citizen 
Adams ;  which  letter  accompanied  2»ome 
copies  of  ihe  pubUcatioa  which  has  just  been 
read. 

Mr.  MacUan. — I  found  this  letter  at  Mr, 

Adams's. [It  was  read] 

*^  CiTi?-EN  Adams; — I  am  ordered  by  the 
L^ondon  Corresponding  Society  to  transmit  to 
the  Society  for  ConMitutional  Informaiion  a 
few  copies  of  their  late  publications. 

**  TuoMAS  Hardt,  secretary ,*• 

"  Friday,  Jan.  24th,  1794." 
'Addressed  "  Citizen  Adams," 

Mr  .Attorney   General. — I  propose  now 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Martm,  the  p< 

son  who  signs  those  resolutions  as  chairmao,^ 
giving  an  account  of  their  proceedings, 

Mr,  Willititn  Walker^  sworn, 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Did  you  ever  see 
Mr.  John  Martm  write  ? — I  have. 

Be  so  good  as  look  at  that  letter^Is  that 
his  h&nd.wriiing  ?^I  believe  it  to  be  his  hand* writing. 

[It  was  read.] 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante.  Vol.  U,  p*  477.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — X  shall  next  read 
letter  of  the  lUh  of  Januarj-,  1794,  from 
Tboraait^  Hardy,  found  in  the  custody  of  Mr, 
Saint,  at  Norwich,  relative  to  the  intended 

proceedings  of  the  '20  th  of  January  1794. 
Mr.  Jamti  Waltk,  sworn. — Examined  by 

Mr.  Attorney  General. 

Look  at  that  paper,  and  tell  my  lord  and 
the  jury  whether  you  found  it,  and  whercf — 
I  found  this  paper  in  the  house  of  a  maa  ̂  
the  name  of  Samt,  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  94,  p.  435:^ 

Mr.  Attorney  General.-^l  am  now  gotnc 
to  prove  a  letter  which  was  likewise  lounu 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Saint,  dated  the  28tK 
of  January,  1794,  written  by  Thomaa  Hardy. 
—This  letter  was  forgotten  to  be  read  on  toe 
last  trial. 

Mr.  Walsh.^l  found  this  letter  at  Mf, 

Saint's  at  Nonvich. 

[It  was  read.] 
London  mth  Jan,  1794. 

"  Fellow  Citizens ;— On  Friday  last  we  an- 
swered your  letter,  and  acknowledged  at  tke 

same  time  the  receipt  of  your  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  we  highly  aj^prove,  and 
many  of  which  we  \ia,s^  dv&^itusaXn^  \  ̂ % 
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send  you  also  some  addresses  resolved  upon 
at  our  general  meeting,  and  which  we  hope 
you  win  also  approve,  and  answer  without 
deiav :  the  times  are  fiill  of  danger ;  wc  must 
be  firm,  active,  and  unanimous,  or  all  is  lost 
— no  timidity,  no  dilatory  weakness,  or  we 
are  undone. — Yours,  for  the  society, 

*^  Thomas  H&bdt,  secretary. 

'^  P.  S.  I  have  just  heard  a  report  that 
there  are  messengers  sent  down  to  Edinburgh 
to  bring  Margarot  and  Skirving  up  to  Lon- 

don :  excuse  haste.  When  you  write  again 
please  to  send  to  me,  under  eever,  to  the  same 

person.'' Addressed,  «Mr.  William  Laws,  Saint 
Mary's,  Norwich." 

Mr.  AUomof  GeneraL'^lt  is  in  order  now 
that  I  should  offer  to  your  lordship  a  ̂ tness 
to  prove  the  hand-writing  of  .the  letter  of  Mr. 
Thelwall  who  wasan  associated  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  —  I  mention  it  now 
merely  that  I  ma}[  have  an  opportunity  of  prov- 

ing tmit  hand-writine.  There  b  another  letter 
ofuiesame  person,  which,  forthesame  reason, 

I  beg  your  lordship's  indulgence  to  offer  to- 
morrow morning. 

{The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 
tion:] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- tutional L;iformation,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  on  Friday  the  7th  of 
Febniaiy,  1794, 

"  Present, 

*'  Dr.  Kentish  in  the  chair, 

^  Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Bryant, 
Mr.ArthurBlake,Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Weldon,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr.  Green, 
Mr.  J.  Pearson,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr. 
Thompson,  M.  P.  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  J.  Wil- 
liams,  rev.  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Parkinson. 

"  It  was  moved  tliat  a  circular  letter  be 
■ent  to  each  member  of  this  society  with  a 
statement  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  delegate 
of  this  society  to  the  Convention  at  Edin- 

burgh, and  requesting  their  assistance  to  the 
fund  already  subscribed  for  him.  Passed 
unanimously." 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — Your  lordship  ob- 
serves that  the  entry  as  it  is  now  react  is — 

«  It  was  moved  that  a  circular  letter  be  sent 
to  each  member  with  a  statement  of  Sin- 

clair's case:"  I  shall  now  call  Mr.  Maclean, 
to  prove  the  original  minutes  by  which  it  ap- 

pears that  that  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Tookc ;  and  then  I  shall  give  in  evidence  a 

letter  of  Mr.  Tooke's  writing. 
(lb  Mr.  Maclean.)— Did  you  find  this 

paper  anv  where  ? — I  found  it  at  Mr.  Adams's. 
Mr.  ibolce.-^The  fact  is  certainly  so— I 

moved  iL  and  wrote  the  letter. 
Mr.  Attorney  General  {to  Mr.  William 

WoodfaU.)^hoQk  at  the  aignature  to  this t 

letter,  at  the  writing  at  the  back  of  it,  and 
two  or  three  interlineations  in  the  middle  of 

it  P— -The  interlineations,  the  signature^  and 
the  indorsement,  are,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Tooke's  hand-vriting. 

Mr.  Attorney  GeiMra/.— This  paper,  finind 
at  Mr.  Adams's,  is  a  roush  draught  of  the  re- 

solutions copied  into  the  Dook,  but  with  these 
variations— m  the  roueh  drafl  it  is  ''Mr. 
Tooke  moved,"  in  the  book  it  is,  **  It  was 

moved." [The  rough  draft  was  read.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General.-^Thtn  I  deuro 
that  the  entries  of  the  meeting,  on  the  Tih  of 
February,  1794^  at  which  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
was  present,  may  be  raul,  with  respect  to 
the  addresses  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  Scotland,  and  those  with  respect  to 

Sinclau*. 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 

of  the  Society  for  Constitutu>nal  Informa* 
tion:] 

**  February  7f  A,  1794. 

*<  Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  relative  to 
the  Address  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  passed  at  the  meetins  on  the  94tE 
of  January  last,  be  sent  to  the  Edinburgh 
Gazetteer,  for  insertion. 

*'  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  reso* 
lutions  of  the  84th  of  January  be  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding  So* ciety. 

**  Mr.  J.  Williams  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Sinclair  at  Edinburgh,  dated  1st  February, 
1794. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  do  now  read 
the  statement  of  the  subscription  for  Mr. 
Sinclair. 

*'  It  was  then  moved  that  a  circular  letter 
be  sent  to  each  member  of  thi»  society  with 
a  statement  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  delegate 
of  this  society  to  the  Convention  at  Edin- 
burgh,  and  requesting  their  assistance  to  the 
fund  already  subscribed  for  him.  Passed 

unanimously." 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Now  read  thai 
letter  to  which  there  is  Mr.  Tooke*s  hand- 

writing—** Signed,  by  order  of  the  society* 
John  Home  Tooke." 

[It  was  read.] 

"Sir; — I  am  directed  by  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  to  write  to  all  the 
members  of  the  society,  requesting  their  con« 
tribution  towards  the  support  of  Mr.  Sinclair. 

**  When  the  delegates  from  the  different 
Constitutional  Societies  in  Scotland,  lately 

met  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
S4ilting  together,  and  concerting  of  measures 
which  might  be  proper  to  be  pursued,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament,  Mr.  SiDCttir 
attended,  as  delegate,  from  the  Socielj  fv 
Constitutional  Imormationi    and 
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•ccftsioDi  wilh  a  modemtiou  and 
irhidi  have  not  only  l>een  highly  ap^ 
Un  have  much  endeared  him  tQ  this 

**  For  that  conduct,  which  ive  highly  ajK 
pnyrCt  Mr.  Sinclair  was  indicted  in  Scotland^ 
«od  returned  lo  London  upon  bail;  since  that 

Mr.  Skirving  and  Mr.  Margarol  have 
sefUeoccd  in  Scotland  (for  the  same 

IS  Mr.  Sinclair)  lo  fourteen  years 
iliont  with  the  fate  of  Messrs.  Pal- 

\f,.\.    i.L,r.,»«^  jQ{|  Margaret  before 
kjtc>  r  has  returned  to  Scot> 

I-  _,_  :  _  3  I  his  fanh,  as  a  private 
towards  hia  bail^  and  in  discharge  of  his 

imtf  tOMtards  an  oppressed  and  insulted  pub- 
Be  ;  he  has  relumed,  not  to  take  a  fair  trial, 
but,  as  be  h  well  persuaded,  to  a  settled  con- 
vktk>0  ajul  senleuce.  These  sentences  of 
lllQSportation  are  ntnxltiei  both  to  England 
■od  to  Scotland,  and  exceed,  in  cruelty  and 
kaDddeoce,  any  thing  practised  in  the  odious 
IM  abhorred  reigns  of  the  Stuarts;  and  these 
MUenc^a  are  lo  be  carried  into  execution 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  by 

him  whu  fonnerly  (though  hypocritically  and 
UtftdMrrou^Jy)  professed  himself  a  strenuous 
•ivoeate  for  parliaraentary  reform,  and  hina- 
fflf  net  the  delegates  throughout  England, 
iiRB)l»led  in  convention,  at  the  Thatched 
House  tavern,  for  the  same  purpose  as  that 
Itor  which  the  late  conventiou  met  in  Scot- 
bud 

I  it  one  day  be  the  fate  of  this  Mr. 
I  ried  by  the  people  of  this  insulted 

^:  -^cd  country,  for  his  treachery   to 
t.  of  parliamentary  reform,  we  trust 
ihrj  \»iii  ticver  consent  lo  send  him  to  Botany 

Bay;  in  the  mean  time  we  e'trnestly  solicit 
vrii.r    ̂ --vfafjce  lo  alleviate  I  he  sufferings  of 

r'sMiuation,  and  (oaftoTvl  him  every 
.L  ijur  power,  unckr  tlmt  his  honour- 

«hic  ami  meritorious  martyrdom,  in  which, 
■ad  tu  wurse  (if  Iherc  be   worse),  we  declare 
MUclvcs  ready  to  follow   him  m  pursuit  of 
1|m  ftame  object,  videlicet,  a  fair  representa- 
lioD  of  the  people  in  parliament — By  order 
•flhe  society, 

*'  John  Horne  Tooke." 

Mr.  Soikitar  General. — Now  refer  to  the 

metii>g  of  the  society  on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
117,  when  this  letter  was  produced,  signed  by 
iMi^bairtnan,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  ancl 

in  the  books. 

A.  D.  1794. 
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lie  following  entries  were  read  from  the 
books  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation :] 

At  ft  ̂ Trrlinl7  of  til©  Sociciy  for  Constitit- 
•>n,  h fid  at  the  Crown  and 

r»f  ,  atrand,  Friday,  tlie  Uthof 
r,  ir«4, 

"  PatSE3?T, 

**  Mr-  J.  IL  Tooke,  in  the  chair, 

*  Mr.  lluW,  Mr,  W.  Sharpo,  Mr.  Boimeyi  rcv» 

Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  J,  Williams 
Mr.  Beck,  Mr.  G.  Williams,Mr.  Ashton,  Mr- 
Stark,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr*  Bryant,  Mr.  Banksy 
Mr.  Parkinson. 

■•  The  secretary  produced  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  be  sent  to  the  members  of  the  society,  in 
conformity  with  the  order  of  the  last  meeimg, 
two  amendments  were  proposed  and  agre^ 

to/' 

"  Resolved,  That  the  letter,  now  produced 
and  amended,  be  signed  by  the  chairman,  and 
that  the  same  be  printed  and  sent  to  the 
members  of  this  society. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  7th  of  March, 
1794, 

*'  PaESEKT, 

^  Mr.  Sharpe  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  Gawlcr,  rev.  J.  Joyce,  Mr,  Bonnej. 
Mr  Blake,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  G, 
Wilhams,  Mr.  Satcliell,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr. 
Kyd,  Mr,  Stark,  Mr.  HuU,  Mr.  Holcroft, 
Mr.  Chatheld,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Rutt, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Beck,  Mr,  Banks, 
Mr.  IL  Campbell,  Mr.  Fawcctt. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sinclair  at  Edin* 
burgh. 

**  Resolved,  That  Mr,  Hull  be  requested  to 
obtain  credit  for  Mr.  Sinclair  at  Edinburgh 
for  twenty  guineas,  on  account  of  this  So- 

ciety." 
"  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  pay  Mr. 

Williams  ten  pounds,  remitted  by  him  to  Mr. 
Sinclair,  out  of  the  subscription  for  Mr.  Sin- clair. 

**  Mr.  Tooke  gave  notice  that  he  would  at 
the  ne.tt  meatino  of  this  society  move  that 
two  books  should  be  opened ;  one  of  them 
bound  in  black,  m  which  shall  be  entered  all 
the  enormities  of  those  who  deserve  Ihe  cen- 

sure, and  in  the  other  the  merits  of  those  who 

deserve  the  gratitude  of  the  society.*' 

Mr.  Attorney  Gtncral. — I  am  now  coming 
lo  what  I  stited  I  would  read  to-morrow 

morning, — I  must  trouble  your  lordship  to  go 
back  to  a  lelter  from  iMargarol  to  the  Korwich 
societies,  d.ited  Edinburgh,  tiic  21lh  of  No- 

vember, 1793.  Mur^arut  was  not  only  a 
luember  of  ihc  Constitutional  Society,  but  a 

delegate  of  the  Corresponding  Society  in 
Loudon,  and  also  a  delegate  of  the  societies 
in  Norwich  to  liie  Scotch  Convention, 

Mr.  ir«^A.— I  found  this  paper  at  Mr^ 
Saint's  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

'*  Edinburgh,  24M  November^  1793. 

"  Gentlemen  t— I  yesterday  received,  your' letter  of  the  iOlh  current,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  7th,  requesting  your  society  to  send  a 
Delegate  to  the  Genera!  Convention ;  I  am 
sorry  you  cannot  conveniently  do  so,  as  an 
addition  %o  our  number  would  be  very  serv  ica* 
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ftUe.  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  return  you 
my  thanks  fur  the  confidence  you  have  re- 
nosed  in  me ;  I  chearfully  accept  the  office  of 
celesau.  for  the  united  societies  in  Norwich, 
to  whom,  as  we  have  long  been  in  corres- 

pondence, I  cannot  think  myself  entirely  un- 
KDOwn ;  be  assured  then,  my  worthy  fcllow- 
citizf  ns,  that  I  will  endeavour,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  poor  abilities,  to  prove  myself  worthy  of 
the  great  trust  reposed  in  me. 

*•  You  talk  of  bearing  your  share  of  the  ex- 
penses—to this  I  rep^,  that  it  is  one  of  ouf 

first  principles,  and  that,  therefore,  I  am 
bouna  to  accept  it ;  but  while  I  do  so,  I  am 
equally  bound  to  inform  my  constituents  in 
'wnal  manner  the  suiiplies  I  may  receive  from 
them  are  to  be  employed  for  their  advantage. 
You  will  then  learn  that  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society  allows  both  its  delegates  a 
certain  weekly  sum,  besides  their  expenses  to 
and  from  London  :  but  as  that  allowance  is 

leculated  not  so  much  by  their  good  wishes 

as  oy  the  scanty  state  of^  their  nnances,  we find  ourselves  obliged  not  only  to  bear  a  certain 
part  of  the  expenses,  but  also  feel  ourselves 
very  much  cramped  in  our  proceedmgs,  and 
cannot,  without  great  pecuniary  inconve- 

nience, visit  the  different  parts  of  Scotland, 
-which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  should  be 
instructed  and  encouraged  before  we  return  to 
EngUmd.  My  colleague,  Joseph  Gerrald, 
means  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  sitting  of  the 
convention  is  over,  to  return  to  London,  in 
order  that  the  society,  having  only  one  to 
provide  for,  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  en- 

courage the  furtherance  of  so  important 
a  mission,  and  that  I  may  then  spend  a 
month  or  six  weeks  in  visiting  the  numerous 
friends  to  reform  in  various  parts,  in  bringing 
them  to  adopt  an  uniform  system  of  regula- 

tions. If,  therefore,  the  plan  (which  I  be- 
lieve absolutely  necessary)  meets  your  appro- 

bation, whatever  supplies  you  may  thimk  pro- 
per to  transmit  to  me  shall  be  employed 

therein  ;  and,  as  we  have  already  met  with 
signal  success  since  our  arrival,  I  make  no 
doubt  but  if  I  am  enabled  to  continue  in 

Scotland  a  few  weeks  longer,  it  will  much  ad- 
vance the  cause.  I  wHl  now  proceed  to 

give  you  an  account  of  what  has  happened 
ere. 
*<  You  know  that  at  our  arrival  here  we 

found  that  the  convention  had,  after  sitting, 
four  days,  adjourned,  and  the  delegates  were 
all  gone  back  to  their  respective  habitations, 
without  proceeding  any  farther  in  the  busi- 

ness of  reform,  tnan  simply  agreeing  that 
nothing  short  of  universal  suffrage  and  an- 

nual parliaments  would  satisfy  them,  and  on 
that  ground  proposing  not  to  send  any  peti- 

tion to  the  king  or  to  the  parliament,  least  by 
so  doing  the  enemies  of  reform  might  be 
lemptea  to  counteract  their  wish,  and  exert 
themselves  to  prevent  a  peace ;  but  at  the 
same  time  it  was  recommended  bv  the  con- 

vention, that  all  friends  to  reform  should  sign 
iny  petiUoQ  for  pcace^  which  might  prigioate 

in  another  quarter.  We  sooa  prevailed  on 
the  Edinburgh  committee  to  recall  the  ad* 
journed  cunvenliun  ;  the  country  societies, 
informed  that  England  meant  to  take  a  serious 
part  in  the  great  cause,  sent  back  all  their 
former  delegates,  and  several  of  them  who 
had  not  sent  delegates  to  the  prior  convention, 
have  sent  some  to  this  one.  On  Tuesday, 
the  19th  instant,  the  convention  opened.  The 
number  of  delegates  amounted  to  180;  some 
of  them  came  even  from  so  far  as  Cromartie : 
the  reception  we  experienced  was  highly 
flattering ;  we  mutually  gave  and  received  en- 

couragement and  animation.  I  shall  not  at 
present  attempt  to  give  vou  a  minute  detail 
of  what  has  since  passed,  because  the  minutes 
are  to  be  printed,  and  then  I  will  not  fail  send- 

ing you  a  few  copies  of  them,  and  will,  I  hope, 
be  able  at  my  return  to  come  to  Norwich, 
and  give  you  an  accurate  verbal  account  of 
every  transaction ;  mean  time,  if  you  have  any 
instructions  to  give  me,  send  them  without 
delay,  otherwise  I  shall  act  fur  you  coufonar 
ably  to  those  laid  down  by  the  London  Cor- 

responding Society,  a  copy  of  which  you 
doubtless  have  receivefl  from  them.  The 
Convention  have  begun  by  establishing  a  set 
of  rules  for  the  organization  of  the  present 
and  even  future  conventions :  next  wo  esta- 

blished a  Committee  of  Union  between  the 
two  nations,  a  Committee  of  Finance,  and  a 
committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 

tecting or  establishing  a  patriotic  newspaper. 
And  on  Saturday  last  we  passed  a  provisory 
decree  of  union,  the  whole  convention,  stancU 
ing  hand  in  hand,  solemnly  pledged  tliem- 
selves  to  each  other,  to  renounce  all  national 
distinctions,  to  abide  firmly,  and  truly  by 
each  other,  until  the  great  end  is  obtained  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  we  assumed  the  title 
of  The  British  Convention  of  Delegates  of  the 
People,  associated  to  obtain  Universal  Suffrage 
and  Annual  Parliaments. 

**  In  my  next  I  will  give  you  another  ad- 
dress for  those  letters  which  you  may  write 

me,  until  you  make  use  of  the  samc^which  I 

sent  you  before  ;  be  so  good  also  as'  to  send me  two  or  three  unsuspected  directions  for  my 
letters,  because  I  much  fear  that  at  times  cu- 

riosity engages  the  people  employed  in  the 
post  office  to  open  our  correspondence.  Mr. 
Muir  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Palmer  have  both  been 

put  on  board  the  Royal  George  cutter,  and 
nave  been  sent  off  to  London.  The  news 
from  the  continent  you  are  better  informed 
of  than  I  can  he,  therefore  I  shall  not  talk  of 
that.  Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  you 
can.  and  assure  the  society,  from  me,  that 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring 
about  a  speedy  and  a  thorough  reform  of  par^ 
liament :  but  I  must  not  hide  from  you  that 
our  greatest  hopes  are  on  the  country  where  I 
now  am,  for  not  only  a  majority  ot  the  peo- 

ple are  on  our  side,  but  they  are  most  of 
them  so  well-informed  that  they  only  require 
the  English  delegates  to  encourage  them  in 
the  name  of  their  respective  aocxetie8|  and 



fsr  High  Trenton* 
proceed  regularly  ahd  firmly :  lo 

thmtmj  hopes  are  sanguine  that  a  relorm  will 

liccoirt^  n, ,,..„„...  ;.t  ........ 
lam  I  lis  und  fellow- 

ywu,    :_.>.      ..^.^^.J,c  anil   fellow. 

"  MllBlCE  MAaOAROT." 

Iff.  AUomey  GtneraL — I  propose  to  read 
a  letlcr  of  the  end  of  December,  1793, 

fnttt  Mr.  G«rrald   and  Mr.  Margarol,  who 
>^  i^cs  from  the  Londoa  Corrcspou- 

y,  and  also  tnerobers  of  the  Couili- 
liiLiOiiLii  >uciety. 
{I^  Mr.  Gurnttl).  Look  at  that  pflpcf^did 

^  find  tliat  in  any  pbice  ̂ — I  found  it  in  the 
of  Mr.  Hardy. 

[It  WAS  read] 

(Fwfo  Haitly's  Trial,  ante,  Vol  24,  p>  41t8,] 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — I  propose  now  to 

"  a  letter  of  the  lOth  of  March,  1794,  from 
liwgarot  to  Ihe  Ncirwich  Society. 

Mr.  Health. — I  found  this  paper  at  Mr. 
Ssinfs  boitse  at  Norwich.    , 

[It  was  read.] 

**S^     '      '   ":   10th  qf  March,  i79A. 
**  Wcrtfi  t  and  Fellow  Cilizeos ; — 

OlirU»7  hi^it:  kti..^  longer  than  wa::»  at  tir&t 

tipeclcd,  1  a%*ait  tnyseli  of  theil  dcbiy  to  ac- 
ko(»irled^t  the  receipt  of  twenty  pounds  from 
four  ioci^iy,  which  nave  been  delivered  to  me 
l^TllOfii^s  HardVj  our  secretary,  to  whom 
jFMt  had  n^tnittcd  them,  and  who  has  been 

here  purposely  lo  see  inc,  and  make 
MTao^ments  ior  the  future,  but  whose 
ns  has  called  him  back  to  London  be- 

fore ajay  thing  could  be  settled  between  us, 
Ai  £r$t  ht  seemed  to  think  that  the  money 
wsi  m^ant  by  yo\i  to  be  divided  among  the 
timr  whoare  now  suffcrin;;  together;  but,  on 

mj  *r  ;  1  "'  •  •  H'Mi  that  those  gentlemen 
r  oD'lhan  myself  in  ihiit 

.-  ..  that  they  are  conlinualiy 
:  present*,  and  arc  moreover 
itny  noblemen  and  rich  mero- 

Uxi  ot  piiriiaiiicDt^  these  latter  ̂ eekl^g  only 
<I  mveh  (car)  lo  make  a  party  alfair  of  it,  that 
hs  pive  the  money  to  my  own  disposal.  If, 
hiwcf^er,  you  meant  otherwise,  your  intention 
iitsil  be  complied  with  immediately  on  its 

bdog  made  known  to  me. — So  much  for  pe- 
fUaiK&T  ^This  mttrMing  10  ihipi  of  »ar 
itgm  I  !  i  for   the  Channel,  and  it  h 

'      irt^iu'niv  indi  iht  Brett  Jiect  ixout  :  rumour, 
lys  magnifytnji;  Ihwgt^  gnyx  thtre  are  70 
\9f  French  nt  uu,  if  tu,  thfrc  mutt  be  a  num- 

iramsporU  aman^   thim^  and  a  dctfcnt 
ftttk^biy  be  the  conmijuriujc,    Fvr   Gi^fs 

woHhy  frunJif  do  nitt  relax  in   the 
ffirtcdcm — continue  ost/ou  have  begttn — 

te your  oom  iociet iV* — unUe  n  it h  others 
r,  and  mnkt  no  dottU  hutt  mtoner  or 
1'  >ir%  uill  ite   croaftiid  with 

I  10  thank  yoti  for  the  at- 
\0L  X.\V. 

fectionate  address  I  received  from  vou.  Be 
assured  that  my  utmost  amliition  wifi  crver  be 
to  deserve  your  confidence  and  your  esteem. 
The  tide  of  fortune,  however  strongly  it  may 
run  agains-l  our  cause  at  present,  must  soon 
have  a  turn :  the  eyes  of  mankind  will  na- 

turally open— when  their  pockets  empty,  and 
their  blood  spills,  they  will  ask  each  oilier  for 
whom  are  we  liius  sacrificing  ourselves,  and 
murdering  others?  What  advajilage  results 
to  us  from  all  this  expenditure  and  daughter? 
And  by  interfering  in  the  governmeui  of  ano- 

ther country,  do  we  not  set  other  nations  an 
example  lo  inlcrfere  with  our  own  government, 
and  to  model  it  as  they  think  proper  ?  Should 
they  do  so,  popery  and  despotism  must  be  our 
lot— may  gracjous  Providence  avert  it ;  may 
wc  rather  all  to  a  man  be  determined  to  live 

free  or  die  !  In  my  exile  nothing  would  afflict 
me  so  much  as  to  hear  tliat  niy  couulry  was 
enslaved,  and  that  my  countrymen  bulged 
their  chains,  I  trusty  however,  the  natjgrial 
spirit  of  Britons  will  prevent  it.  Adieu,  my 
dear  friends  j  and  ever  remember  your 
faithful **  M.  MAFCAROt. 

"  P.  S.  This  day  a  mock  debate  concern- 

ing our  Sentence  is  toti»kc  place  in  P   .'' 

It  lieing  DOW  nine  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night, 
the  court  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  on  VVe4-j ncsday  mornmg. 

SeftionS'fumse  in  the  Old  Bailey,  Wednesday^ 
November  the  10th, 

P&C5£f«T, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre  ;  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald;  Mr.  Baron  ilothaii) ;  Mr.  Ju>^- 
lice  Grose  ;  Mr.  Justice  I^wrcucc ;  and 

others,  his  Majesty's  Justices,  &c. 
Jvhn  Home  Tooke  set  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  |now  going 
to  prove  a  letter  of  the  36th  of  May,  1792, 

from  Ashton,  of  Sheffield,  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Society,  which  relates  to  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  Iriends  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Thmtaa  Mavlffan.—l  fouml  this  paper 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[It  was  read.] 

[  Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante  Vol.  U,  p.  IJ 1 1,] 

(To  Mr.  William  WoodraU,)—l.oi,k  at  the 

inlerhneation  of  the  word  " /Vafn"  ?— Ihat  is 
an  interlineation  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing, 

Mr.  Touke. — Ye*,  1  wrote  the  word  ̂ *  fromJ* 
Mr.  Solicitor  GeneraL—Wc  are  now  going 

to  give,  in  evidence,  a  letter  which  was  omit- 
ted last  night,  From  the  London  C-orresponding 

Society  to  the  Constitutional  Society  at  She^ 
field,  m  which  they  state,  they  do  not  expect 
that  any  petitions  will  proilutc a  reform;  bul 
still  they  wish  petitions  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Edoard  Lauzun, — I  found  this  paper 

in  Mr.  Hardy 'a  house. r 
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[It  was  read,] 

IVide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  24,  p.  406.J 
Mr.  Edward  Lauzun. — ^I  found  this  paper 

in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 

[A  letter  from  Margarot  and  Hardy,  to  Kilmin- 
ster,  secretary  to  the  Birmingham  Society 
ibr  Constitutional  Information,  June  10th, 
17W.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anU,  Vol.  24,  p.  410.] 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  (To  Mr.  William 

Scott  J-'Did  you  find  this  paper  any  where  ? 
— I  found  it  amongst  Mr.  Skirving's  papers. 

[A  letter  from  Thomas  Hardy,  to- William 
Skirving,  £dinburgh,dated  London,OGtober 
5tb,  1793,  read.] 

[Fu^eHaidy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  84,  p.  490.] 

"Mi.Attornfy  General — I  am  going  to  pro- duce the  commissions  of  Margurot  and  6er* 
raid  (who,  vour  lordship  will  recollect,  were 
members  of  both  societies)  as  delegates  to  the 
CQDTention  in  Scotland. 

[They  were  read.] 

{Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  «4,  p.  484.] 
Mr.  Solicitor  General. — We  will  now  read 

the  entry  in  the  books  of  the  Constitutional 
Society;,  of  the  8th  of  November,  ir93,  in 
which  it  is  stated,  that  letters  were  read  from 
the  societies  at  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  Birming- 

ham, in  answer  to  their  secretary's  letter  of 
Ae  28th  of  October,  which  letter,  your  lord- 

ship recollects,  was  relative  to  sending  depu- 
ties to  the  convention. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the 
book  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information :] 

"  At  a  Meetinjg  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- tional Information  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  8th  November, 
1793, 

"  Present, 

"  Mr.  J.  Williams  in  the  diair, 

"Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,  count  Zenobio,  Mr. 
William  Sharpe,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Wills, 
Mr.  MarUn,  Dr.  Kentish,  Mr.  Wardle, 
Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Chatfield,  Mr.  Holcroft, 
**  Read  letters  from  the  Constitutional  So- 

cieties at  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  Birmingham, 
in  answer  to  the  secretary's  letter  of  the  28th 
ullimo." 

Mr.  Attometf  General. — I  shall  now  pro- 
duce letters  in'  answer  to  the  Constitutional Society,  relative  to  sending  delegates  to  the Scotch  Convention. 

Triat  of  John  Home  Tooh  fflfi 

"  Sheffield  CommiUee  Room  of  the  Cnnstityb 
tional  Society,  November  1st,  1793. 

((Sir;— Your  letter,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  in 
London,  ara  this  moment  delivered  to  me  by 
Mr.  Asbton,  in  answer  to  which  I  sit  dowo 
instantly  to  inform  yod  that  this  society  has 
already  transmitted  its  sentiments  to  the  se- 

cretary of  the  convention  in  Edinburgh;.  Mr. 
Skirving,  and  declined  sending  a  delegatioar 
for  reasons  which  I  will  transcribe  in  the 
words  of  our  letter. — ^That  it  woukl  have 

^ven  this  society  the  most  heart  felt  satisfiic- 
tion  to  have  had  a  delegation  present  at  their 
approathing  convention,  had  we  received 
timely  notice  of  their  wishes  that  it  should  be 
so — but  it  unfortunately  happens,  that  all  the 
gentlemen  belonging  tu  the  society,  which  it 
would  choose  for  so  important  a  business,  are 
so  previously  engaged  in  afiairs  whith  tbey 
cannot  possibly  postpone  in  so  short  an  intev* 
val,  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  comply  with 
their  requisition  on  the  present  occasion. 

''This  society  are  also  of  opinion,  that  to 
give  such  a  measure  its  full  effect,  it  would  be 
nocessarv  that  the  other  societies  in  Soutb 
Britain  should  have  communication  with  each 
other  on  the  subject,  and  be  able  to  ascertain 
that  deputations  would  be  sent  from  at  least 
a  muonty  of  the  soeieties  in  Uiis  part  of  the 
kingdom.  And  to  evince  that  we  should  be 
happy  to  unite  our  efforts  with  theirs  in  one 
firm  and  settled  plan,  we  assure  them,  that  if 
they  think  proper  to  fix  another  meetine  in 
January  or  February,  or  anv  other  time  which 
may  be  more  agreeahle,aBa  give  us  immediate 
notice  thereof,  and  that  they  wish  to  see  ddJe- 
gates  from  the  several  societies  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom,  we  will  write  to  all  those  we 
are  in  correspondence  with,  to  get  such  a  de- 
legatidn  as  may  be  truly  respectable  and  in^ 

portant. "  The  above  extract  will  evince  to  you,  sir, 
and  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information 
how  far  your  proceeding  meets  with  our  ap- 

probation. There  is  a  worthy  member  of  this 
society  and  of  the  committee,  and  I  believe 
also  of  the  committee  of  twelve,  admitted  into 
your  society,  citizen  Alcock,  now  in  London 
and  I  doubt  not  but  he  has,  before  this  will 
reach  you,  given  you  the  whole  information 
herein  contained ;  but  so  scrupulously  exact 
am  I  in  answering  every  letter  on  public  bur 
siness,  that  I  will  not  trust  to  him,  though  I 
know  he  is  particularly  desirous  of  being  in- 

troduced to  you. 

"  I  was  chosen  secretary,  jtro  tempore^  to  an- 
swer the  letter  from  Mr.  Skirving,  and  there- 

fore continue  the  office  tlius  much  farther, 
not  to  keep  you  in  suspense,  as  the  commit- 

tee will  not  meet  again  before  Wednesd^ 
next,  and  two  or  three  of  the  members,  who 

in  the  possession  of  Mr  Adams. 

Jit  was  read.] 

have  seen  your  letter  before  I  did,  sent  to  re- 

Mr,  Thomat  MacUan.^  I  found  this  paper  1  *1""^  ̂   ̂°"*^  ̂ ^  ̂• 
the  oosMMion  of  Mr  A  Ham.  r^r    ̂      «  j  cannot  close  this  letter  without 

ing,  that  all  the  societies  we  «ni  in 
dence  with,  have 
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io  their  communications  for  several  months 

;  lo  many  we  have  &ddressed  more  than 
or  iwo  JcttcrB  without  receiving  any  an- 
s.  This  society  has  been  very  uctive,  and 

Mrtkakriy  in  publishingf  by  which  several 
«MiiMiM/i  baveaufferedccnsiderabtyy  as  the 

has  fallen  chiefly  on  ihem.  We  have 
J  thousand  members^  but  a  vast  majority 

them  being  working  men,  the  war,  which 
ileprived  many  of  them  of  all  employ- 

'y  and  almost  every  one  of  4a//' his  eant' we  have  been  crippled  more  than  any 
r  in  tbe  kingdom.  We  have  the  satis- 
loQ  to  know  that  «pe  havt  done  great  good, 

hot  I  fear  we  must  content  ourselves  with 
gqed  imientions  and  Irishes  in  future,  aa  our 
Jusfds  are  not  only  exhausted,  but  the  society 
ii  cotMidcrably  in  debt,  and  that  debt  must 
611  oo  a  few  who  have  stood  forward  on  every 
ocosion  witli  their  zeal,  their  active  efiforts, 
and  their  crt^it. 

**  It  appears  to  me,  that  if  the  societies  do 
not  become  more  active,  and  more  united  in 
their  efforts  in  the  time  to  come,  what  ihey 
hart  done  hitherto  will  be  rendered  useless, 
and  arbitrary  power  will  trample  on  all  that 
b  dear  and  vaKiable  to  freemen.  Tbe  mea- 
flares  Litely  adopted  in  the  sister  kingdom, 
m«Diirri  as  opposite  to,  and  incompatible  with 
a6ee  cron^titulion  as  firc^  and  waler,  and  since 
Jbllovcd  up  by  the  most  slavish  and  horrid 
dnciflnni  m  tbe  courts  in  Scotland,  have 
UMMfto  been  viewed  only  with  a  degree  of 
apalhy  by  the  great  bodies  in  the  kingdom, 
which  we  little  Iblks  in  the  country  look  up 
to  fi»r  examples,  styling  themselves  patriotic^ 
Mebas  •  the  Society  for  Conslitutioniil  Intbr- 
'Aialion,  in  Lrmdon/  ^  The  Fricndsof  the 

'  People,  ditto.'  '  The  Friends  to  the  Liberty 
«rth«  Press,'  that  we  begin  almost  to  think 

it  IS  tirne  to  uip  tho^e  buds  of  freedom 

  ■    ̂  f  :;inning  to   blosj^m   with  so 
,  lest  they  should  be  exposefl 

\a  „.   .-.  -    i>eing  blighted  by  those  torpid 
wtiich  appear  to  have   chilled  every 

nimattng  influence  in  those  great  barriers 

" "  "    we  looked   to   for  defence  and  pro- 

**  I  assure  you,  my  good  sir,  nothing  is  far- 
iSier  from  my  intention  than  to  give  the 
aniailest  offence — I  am  a  staunch  Ucmocrat, 
nd  apeak  my  mind  freely ;  uiid  1  hope  yuu 
viU  consider  what  I  have  hinted  at  the  su- 

poieoesa  which  appears  at  preseiit  tu  po«>ses!» 
tpo  grvat  a  away,  as  merely  the  clfect  of  that 
warmth  and  z^l  for  the  great  cause  we  arc 
both  ftlTi'jntioM^  to  support  and  forward,  the 
eauM  '.  n  and  parliamentary  refurm. 
t  a^,  >v  -reatest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
aMcot  aervaiit, 

**  Matthew  Caitpbell  Brown, 

••  Secretary,  pro  tempore,  to  the 
«*  Constitutional  Society,  Sheffield/' 

Mr.  D.  Adams,  Attorney 

tt  Law,  Tooke'5-courl,  Chaaccry- 

\7U^ Mr.  Solicitor  Geveral. — Now  I  will  show, 
from  the  proceeding-^  ot  llie  British  Conven- 

tion, that  notwithstanding  this  letter,  the 
Sheffield  Society  did  send  a  delegate. 

[Extract  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  British 
Convention,  res^j] 

"  AODITIOKAL   DeLEGATIOKS:  | 

"  Crown  and  Anchor ,  London^ 

<*  Charles  Sinclair,  Henry  Yorkc." 

"  London  Corresponding  Sorieti^^ 

"  Joseph  Gerrald,  Maurice  MargaroL' 

«  Sheffield  Constitutional  Society, 
**  Matthew  Campbell  Brown." 

Mr,  Solicitor  Generat^-^Now  1  will  sho^ 
from  their  proceedings  that  Matthew  Camp 
bell  Brown  was  an  active  member  of  th< 
British  Convention. 

[Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Bril 
Convention,  read :] 

**  Citizen  Brown,  of  Sheffield,  produced 
commission  from  the  Leeds  Constitutional^ 

Society,  appointing  him  their  delegate,  whichl 
was  received  and  approved  of  by  the  Conveiwl 

tion." 
"  Edinburgh,  November  2d,  tT9», 

'*  Seventh  Day's  Sitting. 

*'  Citizen  Matthew  Campbell   Brown  in  ihoj 

chair/'  '^ Mr.  Solicitor  General. — Now  we  will 
the  letter  from  Leeds,  that  was  mentioned 

the  same  entry  in  the  Constitutional  Society 'i books. 

Mr.  Thomas  Muclean. — I  found  this  papei 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[It  was  read.} 

**  .Sir; — Yotir's  of  the  ̂ Pth  I  received,  and 
laid  it  before  the  commjllce  of  the  Leeds  So-i'^ 
ciciy  on  Monday  the  4th  of  iliii»  instant. 

"  It  is  wit!j  {Trctit  satisfaction  we  read  your 
letter,  and  approve  your  having  elcrtrd  your; 
delegates  to  serve  upon  such  a  laudable  «jnder-» 
taking;  but  if  you  meant  for  the  Leeds  So- 

ciety to  adopt  the  same  measure*^,  shall  be, 
gUd  if  you  uill  answer  this  ivimediately ;  ai 

we  are  not  acquainted  with  the  time  ot'  their sitting  we  fear  our  delegates  would  be  too 
late.  1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  hum- 

ble servant, 
"  Charles  Hukdley, 

'*  Secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Society.**, 

*' Quarry  Hili.bth  yitventier,  ir93/' 
Addressed^  **  D.  Adams,  e9*:|.  No.  4, 

Tooke's-court,     Cli.xntciry-lane, 

l^udon/' Mr,  Attorney  Gent rui. — We  will  now  raad 
a  letter  from  Hardy  to  the  Norwith  Society, 

desiring  them  to  &end  delegates  to  ihc  Scoteti 
CoaveDtioD,and  we  shatll^tovtiVSxt^  «L^\«i\si>a^^ 
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Margarot,  who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society. 

Mr.  James  WaUh. — I  found  this  paper  in 
Mr.  Saint's  house,  at  Norwich. 

[It  was  read.] 

'*  London  Corresponding  Society^ 
Nov.  SS,  1793. 

"  Fellow-citizens ; — You  have  been  already 
informed,  by  the  correspondence  subsisting 
between  the  respective  divisions  of  the  Pa- 

triotic societies  in  England  and  Scotland,  of 
the  Convention  called  and  now  sitting  in 
Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
speedy  and  radical  reform  in  the  system  of 
parliamentary  representation;  and  you  are 
also  in  possession  of  the  circumstances  of  our 
having  sent  two  delegates  (citizens  Margarot 
and  Gerrald)  to  represent  our  increasing  so- 
dety  in  that  respectable  assembly.  The  so- 

ciety for  Constitutional  Information  also  elect- 
ed two  representatives  (citizens  Yorke  and 

Sinclair)  tne  latter  only  of  whom  has  gone 
to  Scotland  for  the  discharge  of  his  important 
mission. 

**  Citizens,  the  object  of  our  present  letter 
is  to  inform  you  of  the  important  communi- 

cations which  our  mission  has  already  pro* 
duced.  The  spirit  and  resolution  it  has  dif- 

fused through  the  respective  societies  in  Scot- 
land—the rapid  increase  of  the  avowed  friends 

of  liberty,  which  has  already  made  its  ap- 
pearance, and  the  prospects  which  have  been 

opened  before  us  of  the  most  complete  union, 
the  most  determined  perseverance,  the  most 
active  exertion  in  every  constitutional  mea- 

sure, that  can  be  devised  for  the  recovery  of 
our  rights,  and  the  compkte  renovation  of  the 
liberties  and  happiness,  which  as  men  we  are 
entitled  to,  and,  as  Britons,  we  have  been  taught 
to  expect.  An  increase  of  affection,  of  zeal, 
and  of  confidence ;  a  concert  of  permanent 
union ;  a  free  communication  and  comparison 
of  sentiments  and  intentions;  mature  deli- 

beration and  mutual  reliance— these  are  the 
fruits  of  the  wise  and  spirited  measures  adopt- 
ed  by  the  friends  of  liberty  in  Scotland,  and 

seconded  by  the  societies  of  London' and  of Ireland. 

"  Britons,  and  fellow-citizens!  Let  us  rouse 
you  to  immediate  co-operation  with  these 
efforts  for  the  general  good ;— let  us  awake 
you  to  a  sense  ot  the  importance  of  the  pre- 

sent moment,  and  persuade  you,  persuade  all 
the  patriotic  societies  in  Englund  to  strengthen 
by  their  immediate  junction  with  this  grand 
federation ; — that  as  those  who  are  hostile  to 
Our  irccdom  are  already  united  by  compacts, 
interests,  and  coalitions,  the  friends  also  of 
that  i;loriou>  principle  may  be  bound  together 
by  a  Jink  still  more  firm,  more  intimate,  and 
more  din  able,  to  resisl  every  oppression  and 
usurpation  that  may  he  attempted,  and  vin- 

dicate the  *  llights  of  Man.' 
"  The  society  at  Norwich  has  already,  in 

somedesree,  imitated  our  example:  for  though 
lime  aoa  convenieDcedid  not  {lermit  them  to 

elect  a  separate  delej^te,  they  ha^e  sent  % 
written  authority  to  citizen  Margarot  to  act 
for  them  in  that  capacity,  together  with  idp 
structions  to  enable  him  to  state  their  senti* 
ments  to  the  convention,  and  directions  for 
him  to  correspond  with  them ,  and  render 
their  fraternity  more  complete. 

**  Citizens !  Permit  us  to  unite  our  Toioes 
with  those  of  our  brethren  in  the  North,  to 
request  you.  b^  some  such  method  (if  you 
cannot  render  it  convenient  immediately  to 
send  a  delegate  of  your  own|  to  assist  the 
closer  union,  and  more  immecliate  communi- 

cation of  the  respective  societies.^Persuaded 
as  we  are  that  the  friends  of  libertjTy  if  en* 
couraged  by  the  conviction  of  ̂ nenl  union 
to  step  forward,  and  avow  their  sentiments^ 
are  already  so  numerous  and  respectable  as  to 
ensure  a  speedy  termination  of  the  calamities 
of  an  unjustifiable  war,  and  a  restoration  of 
every  right  to  which  Britons  and  freemen  are 
entitled.  We  are,  in  the  firm  assurance  of 
your  zeal  and  sincerity  in  the  cause  of  liberty^ 
your  affectionate  fellow  citizens, 

«  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary. 

"  P.  S. — I  received  your  letter,  and  I  sent 

it  to  Edinburgh  according  to  your  direction.** 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  now  going  ia 

read  from  the  book  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety an  entry  of  the  6th  of  December,  17(W ; 

that  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Tooke,  as  far  as 
that  fact  is  made  to  appear  by  the  book,  a  let- 

ter was  read  from  Sinclair,  one  of  their  dele- 
§ates,  to  the  Constitutional  Societv  in  Lon- 
on,  desiring  that  a  secret  and  select  com- 

mittee might  be  appointed  to  correspond  with 
him ;  and  that  a  secret  and  select  committee 
was  accordingly  appointed. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  on  Friday,  the  6th  of 
December,  1793, *'  Presekt, 

**  Mr.  Bonney  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  J.  II.  Tooke.  Mr.  W.  Sharpe,  count 
Zenobio,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Balmanno, 
Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Wardle, 
Mr.Chatfield,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  B.  Cooper, 
Mr.  Holcroit,  Mr.Satchcll,  Mr.  Hardy. 

*•  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  Sinclair, 
delegate  from  this  society  at  Edinburgh,  dated 

the  7th  of  November,  with  the  secretary's answer  to  that  letter;  and  also  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Sinclair,  dated  the  12tli  of  No- 
vember. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  general  meeting  of  this 
society  be  called  for  the  second  Friday  in 
January  next,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  important  letters  received  from  the  dele- 
gate,  Mr.  Sinclair. 



ion%  with 

••  BcMil«ied,T}    -T^mmc e  be  appomuil 
Iceate,  Mr.  Siuclair,  i 

f*filiohpedpT.,».    U,ilmanno,  Mr.  John  , 

'^tlliaBitt  Mr*  Miirlin^  Mr.  nonney,  and  Mr.  | 
cofopof^  llie  CL.iiimjllce." 
MtorutK  'lam  going  to  read  { 

fteltcra  fi>  ur  that  are  referred 
in  this  rcsoluUou. 

Mr.  *Thotnat  .\tacUan,'-l  found  these  three 
ID  the  pcsscsbioD  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[Tliey  were  read,] 

'  Edinburgh,  7th  Navembtr,  1703. 
Tj— '       '     '  '  lice  to  my  instruction «  I 
M  I  of  iJic  '&tate  of  atFairs 

•■fii4i>  ̂ -  in   time  Mill  permit, 

Wbco  1  ematy  I  tbiind  tl^iat  the  CoQvcn> 
"  m«f^f     »Tul   III    ii';\in  recalled  by  their 
:c<><  l^lhofthismonlli, 

r.val  of  the  deputies 

L-^ocictVt  3^"d  the  iiitiran- 
>rt%  ot  England  J  thai  the 
^\  was  the  chief  obijlacic 
'/fltos ;  and  such  indeed 

M  by  tlic  friends  of 
.inco  among  thein : 

iiiii  fraakncs-s  m  iheir 
us,   and  above  all,  so 

r  a  union  ot  sentiment, 

hut  it  ̂ ill  be  highly  dis- 
r.  if  >i  *pifii  traiiphl  with 
•  Lfr  to  the  iufiertng  mil* 

i  n  !.<:  permitted  to  lan- 
r  ' cmrnt.  I  therefore 

irlic^l  opportunity  of 
.  Jore  the  society,  in 

Li*:it  mcy  uKiy  Lxcrci^e  llicir  discretion 

ibe  slrps  nt'^c*^;jry  to  be  taken  for 

_"'  ling  oor  numbers,  utid  rendering 
mtasure^  as  effectual  as  pris^^tblc,  Tlie 

of  the  petjplc  here  gives  me  the 
r«l9*>il  to  hope  that  IhfV  are  ready, 

itlMftlf  to  nrqnii  thentsulvei>  iA  their  duty, 
atidc&  I  act  in  pcrfoci  unison  ̂ ith  the  ropre- 
mtjUi^ts  t*1  thi'  Lorics(>on(liug  Soctcty«  I 
ftiltcr  iJi>»(*lf  tlut  our  (.untluct  tias  tended 
Iffy  itmrh  tr,  rrrovcr  tlirm  from  tl»e  lera- 
pocwy  d- ;  otcft^ioncd   by   their  re* 
fdvlns  f  H  |>«>m   Engfind.     Ever 
•iiie*  'regularly  attpuded 
iil  ti  1  arc  nutnrron^  hiuI 

^miy.  u  «i(  i,-hi>  iiu!  i'»yond  measure  to  sec 
niAlbtr^  unnirul  mc  who  appear  to  «:itr«fice 
tOotl^r  objcrls  to  the  j^rent  ratoe  in  wUkh 

nrc  cugajicd.  To  the  i^iipcrhcial  ob- 
.f  il... -.vif<>ijie  seventy  of  the  sentence 

Of  M  4  Air.  I'aliiier,  may  appear  to 
coiltr .  i  I  f.iy  of  tin- (h^imsiiii.n  of  the 

feoftie^  but  1  am  huppy  u  a>»-^ 
?ure  yoti  ot  it*- truth,     1  *   Do- 

Li'iit-cr  here  thun 

.    _<    iiirit    (l)Ot  lh*'JUH- 
ay  tortCisponds  pcrkLtly 
r»t,    The  fate  of  l^almer 

pres'iion  on  the 
rm^  circultlcd 

[SIS 

yesterday  iliat  U  was  Ujc  intentioQ  of  eovenu 
meut  to  »end  the  lattex  un  shipbo«ra  iitime* 
difttcly;  great  pains  were  taken  to  prcitcrve 
the  peoplu  tranquil,  as  it  v^as  appreheaded 
tliat  it  miglJt  bo  an  artifice  ol  the  commoo 
enemy »  in  order  to  excite  di^tiurbance,  and 
this  opinion  appears  to  be  founded,  a«  Mr. 
Muir  was  desired  lo  hold  liimsctf  in  readiness 

to  go  where,  or  when  he  knoweth  not;  indeed 
nothing  can  exceed  the  foliy  of  the  proccc<l- 
ings  against  this  man,  they  seem  carelul  that 
nothing  ahall  be  omitted  to  be  done  that  can 
possibly  attach  the  public  notice  antl  affection 
to  him;  he  is  conhiicd  with  another  person 
in  a  &mall  room,  thetioor  of  which  is  ol  intone, 
and  no  more  than  two  visitors  arc  permitted 
to  be  in  the  room  at  the  same  time;  in  shorty 
all  judiciul  proceedings  here  are  ?uu)mary,and 
all  punishmcnls  are  aevere  in  the  extreme ;  if 
a  man  h  suspected,  he  is  immediately  appre- 
bt^mled,  and  undergoes  a  secret  vxammation; 
this  vi^n  the  case  with  Mr.  Hamillon  Uowan, 
who  was  apprehended  on  luesdtiy  in  Mr. 
Mtiir'8  rooni,  in  about  two  hours  after  his  ar- 

rival, upon  a  charge  of  seditious  laTxn- 
TioNS,  andforichich  he  ts  heid  to  bail  to  ttund 
triai  ,-*  Hm  excellent  patriot  has  it  in  con- 
teniplation  to  make  them  a  present  of  the 
bail,  as  he  thinks  it  may  be  accrptabU ;  he  is 
accompanied  by  the  honourable  Simon  Butler, 
and  both  return  to  Ireland  this  day. 

**  Since  even  the  intentions  of  men  arc  here 
become  matters  of  le^^al  inquirj,  and,  in  some 

degree,  oJ"  punishment,  and  as  the  crown  law- yers luny  attribute  what  intentions  they  please 
to  the  accused,  it  is  not  improbable  but  the 
delegates  from  London,  notwithstanding  our 
utmost  caution,  may  be  honoured  by  a  visit 
from  those  worthy  alguazils.  Be  not,  how* 
ever,  apprehensive  about  us  ;  for,  upon  exami- 

nation, [  tind  the  proceedings^  here  soraethiag 
more  mdd  than  those  of  the  inquisition.  We 

arc  prepared  acconliiigly.  ̂ Vc  have  taken 
our  resolution  lo  follow  the  example  of  colonel 
Lilbourne,  in  refusing  to  answer  any  questions 
until  the  people  are  athniltcd  ;  and  then  to 
maintain  that  we  are  bound  lo  answer  a  cri- 

minal chiirgeonly  before  a  jury  of  the  country, 
who  alone  can  determine  its  guilt  or  its  Inno- 
cence, 

**  Pray  inform  mo  why  my  friend  and  col- 
league is  not  h*Te;  if  a  continuance  of  his 

dtsordfr  unhappily  prevents  him,  it  wdl  b<s  ab- 
soliiitlv  titc^^sary  to  send  another  by  the 
ni*-  '  Ttir^  convention.     If  you  had  sent 
tw.  it<«v  from  England  (and  if  your 
atLi  -    ^  L.veitioiis  had   equalled  those  of 
the  citizens  hem,  three  limes  the  number 
might  have  been  sent  with  ease)  its  cftects 
would  have  been  great  beyond  calculation.  I 
Judge  from  what  f  see  ;  and,  I  hope,  that  no 
txcrtion  shall  be  wimiingon  your  part  to  in- 

duce the  other  societies  to  follow  the  example 
which  you  have  set  them  ;  for  myself,  I  beg 
you  to  inform  llic  society,  that  no  pcrsomil 

•^  Sm  Vd.  38,  p.  150,  noU. 
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conaiderstion  shall  ever  shake  mv  seal  in  a 
cause,  tiie  accomplishment  of  which,  from  my 
earliest  year^  I  have  ever  considered  as  an  in- 

dispensable dutyy  and  which,  at  present  de- 
rives alfresh  impulse  fiom  the  miseries  or  that 

jdass  of  men  from  whom  I  have  no  right  to 
think  myself  removed.  In  times,  like  these^ 
the  post  of  daneer  is  the  post  of  honour ;  and 
he  who  will  not  be  used,  ought  to  be  abused. 
I  aoo,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

CbABLES  SiNCLAia, 

"Delegate  from  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,'* 

^  D.  Adams,  esq.  secretary  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information.^' 

TfW  of  John  Home  TooJke  [S20 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your 

«  Robinion\  LeUh  Walk, 
t^h  Nooember,  179S. 

^  Dear  nr;— Upon  mature  reflection,  I  bes 
leave  to  request  that  the  society  may  be  pleased 
to  appoint  a  secret  and  select  committee,  to  I  nations,  and  to  adopt  those  measures  which, 

,_  L  /._.t.-_  :__^  .L-ii    ai  Ibis  aag/u/ period,  may  have  a  tendency  to 

will  keep  my  promise, 
very  humble  servant, **  Charles  Sivclaib, 

**  Delegate  from  the  Society  for  Constilo* 
tional  Information." 

^  P.  S.   Pray  have  the  goodness  to  order 
me  the  Morning  Chronicle  from  Rideway's,  for 
I  have  no  time  to  spend  in  a  coffee-house.'' 
Addressed  **  D.  Adams,  Secretary  to  the  So- 

ciety for  Constitutional  Information.'* 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Now  read  the  let- 

ter dated  7th  Nov.  1793. 
"  Sir; — ^I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 

you,  that  the  delegates  from  the  societies  in 
London  have,  at  length,  arrived  at  Edinburgh. 
Delegates  from  the  other  societies  in  England 
and  who  are  now  upon  the  road,  will  soon  also 
be  here  to  wait  upon  the  FRIEN  DS  OF  THE 
PEOPLE, in  order  to  esublish  an  INDISSO- 

LUBLE FRATERNITY  between   the  two 

receive  such  further  communication  as  shall 

appear  proper  to  be  referred  to  them  :  they 
will  necessarily  be  invested  with  a  responsible 
Ewer  to  return  an  immediate  answer  to  my 

ters:  the  time  is  now  nearly  arrived  when 
it  1^11  be  necessary  for  you  to  do  much  or  no- 

thing ;  upon  all  similar  occasions,  what  has 
been  so  fatal  as  distrust  ?  A  p>mmittee  formed 
firom  the  talents  and  integrity  of  the  society, 
ought  to  be  confided  in ;  here  at  the  advanced 
guard  I  am  ready  to  set  the  example. 

*^  Mr.  Skirving  called  upon  us  this  morning, 
and  informed  us  thathe  expects  a  very  full  con- 
▼ention;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  our  ar- 

rival, many  new  societies  are  formed,  and  form- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Lord 

Daer  is  just  come  to  town. 
^  I  wish  you  to  send  me,  immediately,  a 

number  of  your  publications,  as  I  think  they 
may  be  distributed  here  with  infinite  advan- 

tage. You  can  send  them  by  the  Royal 
Charlotte,  from  the  George  and  Blue  Boar, 

Holborn,  directed  to  me  at  Robinson's,  Leith Walk. 

**  Although  Mr.  Muir  is  in  very  bad  health 
he  is  expected  to  be  instantly  removed  to  Lon- 

don ;  if^so,  let  me  assure  the  society  they  can- not oblige  the  Scotch  more,  than  bv  paying 

him  every  attention ;  they  consider  nim  *^as  a martyr  in  their  cause.  A  subscription  is 
opened  for  him  here,  and,  perhaps,  it  may  be 
very  advisable  to  forward  it  in  London,  as 
much  as  possible;  for,  by  all  accounts,  his 
small  fortune  has  been  quite  impaired  in  the 
public  service. 

'<  The  Friends  of  the  People,  in  Edinburgh, 
invited  the  two  Irish  gentlemen,  mentioned 
in  my  last,  and  Margarot,  Gerrald,  and  my- 

self, to  a  sumptuous  dinner,  which  they  had 
prepared  for  us.  The  health  of  my  constitu- 

ents was  given  with  three  times  three ;  in  re- 
turn for  which  I  took  upon  me  to  assure 

them,  that  they,  who  have  so  long  deserved 
well  of  their  country,  shall  not  now  relax 
Iheir  endeavoursy— ia  mil  confidence  that  they 

save  the  country. 
«  SOLEMNLY  pledged,  as  vou  are,  to  a 

common  and  JUST  cause,  no  hardship  and 
no  expense  can  be  thought  tuo  great  for  you, 
while  you  are  conscious  that  you  are  dis- 

charging; your  duty.  With  no  propriety  can 
you  refuse  to  attend  upon  your  brethren  from 
England,  who,  at  so  much  expense,  and  from 
so  great  a  distance,  have  come  to  unite  their 
affections  and  deliberations  with  you. 

**  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  coincidence  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  general  committee  here, 
again  to  recall  the  SOCIETIES  by  their  dele- 

gates to  this  place.  Every  moment  is  preci- 
ous, and  delay  is  synonimous  to  treachery. 

"  I  expect  therefore,  sir,  to  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  on  the  19th  current,  in  the 
GENERAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  DE- 
LEGATES,  in  compliance  with  the  public 
advertisement,  which  I  was  bound  to  insert 
in  my  official  capacity,  in  ihc  GAZETfEER 
of  yesterday  ;  to  which  I  entreat  your  parti- 

cular attention. 

"  If  you  cannot  possibly  attend,  it  will  be 
proper  to  call  the  COMMITTEE  of  your  SO- 

CIETY to  appoint  one  or  two  in  your  place. 
No  exertion  on  the  part  of  a  friend  should  be 
wanting  at  this  important  criiis  to  render  this 
CONVENTION  still  more  respectable ;  and 
none  who  have  the  cause  at  heart,  and  discern 
how  MUCH  IS  AT  STAKE,  willbe  remiss. 

"  Let  it  be  our  ardent  prayer  to  GOD,  that 
his  wisdom  may  direct  their  measures,  and 
that  his  benediction  may  attend  the  execution 
of  them.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servaut, 
'  "  William  Skirvino,  secretary." 

"  Edinburgh  Nov.  7th,  179S. 
Addressed  '*  D.  Adams,  esq.  TookeV 

court,  Chancery-lane,  London." 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^The  next  letter  I 
offer  in  evidence  is  dated  Tolbooth,  the,  S4th 
of  Jaouaiy,  1794,  from  Margarot  to  Hard7» 



«1 
Jhf  fftgh  Treason* 

ot  slmwing  there 
vtffc  anDtxJ  posed. 

Mf* Mm  ijurnt It— i  njuiid  this  paper  in 

Mr.  IUn)y*A  houM. 
[It  wiis  read,] 

[mt  Hmnly'8  Trial,  anti.Vol  U,  p.  479.] 
Mr.  /Iflonirv  GfnrrflA— Twill  now  produce 

aklter  of  Mr.*ThclwaH\  who  your  lordship 
iVeoOecU  15  ul«iO  an  associated  nrK^mber  of  the 
^tl^^nl•  I Kjital  Society  ;  and  I  produce  it  for 
Vi  yf  bavin?  a  passage  in  it  read  ro- 

ll address V  the  20th  of  January, 

V*.  '«!  Corresponding  Society ;  having 
U  the  icltcr  by  which  thai  address 
w»»ctttn(«unicated  ly  Hardy,  the  eerretary 
of  the  fjondon  Corresponding  Society,  to 
Adams,  the  jecretary  of  the  Constitutional 

Sodcty ;  and  having'  read  the  entry  of  the f^  of  January,  1794,  which  states^  that 
the  mott  excelteot  address  of  the  London 

Conrf>|H>ndtn^  Society  was  approved  of  by 
Ukc  Constiuitional  Society  ."—I  have  taken 
tbchbcrty  of  mentioning  thus  much  because 
1  uoder»tIind  in  the  last  trial,  in  my  absence, 
tfai&  letter  was  not  read, your  lordship  think- 
in^  it  was  not  evidence.— I  conceive  that  it  h 
fndmrr,  and  I  beg  leave  to  offer  it. 

: — Mr.  Tooke  desires  me  to  make 
lic  I  to  it. 

The  KeTCrend  Richard  WiUiamSf  sworn. 

Mr,  Soitcititr  General. — Look  al  that  letter, 
(wLotting  it  to  the  7i^itne$t) — Do  you  know 
vhote  hajid-writing  il  is? — I  believe  the  aig- 
BSIiira  to  be  Mr.  ifielwall's. 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr,  Thelwall  write? — 

What  do  3rou  say  to  the  rest ;  is  that  his 
haMlrwrittog  f — I  do  not  know. 

[It  was  read.] 

•*  Dear  Jack ;— I  send  jou  three  dozen  of 
•oog^  copies  of  cither  uf  which  1  would  have 

gu  p*«  to  whoever  may  ask  for  them  that  ia 
BlBtlgF  10  sing  them;  t  believe  at  this  time 
IbtJ  mt^  do  a  great  deal  of  gocKJ,  if  well  dis- 
MJliatwl  :  I  have  printed  three  thousand  of 
Cidi ;   ihey  sell  like  wildfire. 

•*!  Rcnd  you  also  a  little  pamphlet,  contain- 
aao  extract  from  a  speech  of  mine,  for  pub- 

lag  which  the  bookseller,  is  now  in  New- 
and  IS  to  be  tried  for  sedition ;  1  send  you 
ft  copy  of  the  indictment ;    show  them 

llkoiil  to  your  friends,  they  will  illustrutc  one 
•f  Itw  aon^. 

*  Yow  will  also  receive  several  copies  of  ad- 
iRIM.li  published  by  the  Lond<jn  Currcspond- 
in^  Sorirty ;  one  of  them  was  drawn  up  by 
mjielf,  the  other  is  partly  the  work  ot  liornc 
Tooke,  and  parity  of  the  citizen  who  has 
9^|Ded  it  :vt  chaim^.^n  :  we  h.Td  above  a  thou- 
•ud  people  aAt.finh|rd  to  pn.*^s  these  resol u- 
tioQ»-  it  wa^a  l:'  v— a  day  of  triumph 
toliber^,  to  wIji  i  wdl  bereaAer  owe 
a  contideniblr  partoi  her  iiappiness. 

^1  wBa  cbairman  al  ihi:  dinueT^  and  I  as- t 

sort  you  I  gave  them  some  fine  toast3.^Ah^ 
9a  trs,ipaira,  9a  ira  ! 

•*  Give  some  copies  of  tlic  resohitions  to 
Sampson  Head  Fountain ;  and,  in  short, 
spread  them  about  as  much  aa^ou  canj  I 
have  distributed  above  fifteen  hundred  with 

n:^y  own  hand. 
'*  London  b  not  the  only  place  that  is  alive, 

Scotland  is  full  of  liberty  boys — Sheffield, 
Norwich,  Manchester,  and  heaps  of  places  the 
same  ;  in  short,  I  believe  the  country  will  not 
be  humbugged  any  longer ;  and  that,  before 
half  of  the  next  campaign  is  over,  the  wise 
men  of  Gotliam  will  be  obliged  to  call  back 
their  troops  from  the  triumpnant  republic  of 
France,  and  grant  iia  our  aicuTs. 

**  Adieu,  citizen  Jack,  I  can  think  of  Do* 
thing  but  politics  ;  pray,  when  you  have  any 
advice  to  give  me,  do  it  olump  and  open,  with- 

out any  apology,  it  is  tlie  duty  of  friends  to 
speak  their  minds  without  restraint;  and  re- 

member I  am  the  advocate  of  equality  and 

perfect  freedotn,    your*a, 
«  J.  TttiLWaU.,"* 

"  I  send  you  also  some  resolutions  passed 
at  Norwich,  and  a  Scotch  newspaper,  in  whicti 
you  will  find  the  trial  of  our  delegate,  Mar- 
garot ;  Gerrald,  our  other  delegate,  and  Sin- 

clair, delegate  of  another  patriotic  society,  set 
off  last  night  to  be  tried,  cast,  and  sentenced 
to  transportation  also;  but  patriots  disdain  to 
stoop  before  oppression,  and  set  tyrants  and 

tyranny  at  defiance.'' Addressed  "  Citizen  Jack  Velkra" 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — I  shall  next  read  an 
entry  from  the  Constitutional  Society's  book, 
relative  to  the  mode  in  which  the  society  at 
Sheffield  keep  public  fasts. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  booka 
of  tha  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa* 
lion :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  al  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  31st  March, 
1794, 

"  Present, 

«*  Rev,  Mr.  Joyce  in  the  chair, 

"  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr 
Sharpe,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr.  Wardlc,  Mr.  Ash- 
more,  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Beck, 
Mr.  Fawcetl,  Mr.  Chattield,  Mr.  Holcrof^, 
Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  John  Williams,  Mr. 
Richter. 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  this  society  be  directed  to  MTite  to  the 

friends  of  peace  and  reform  at  Sheffield,  and 
to  assure  them  that  this  society  views  with 
pleasure  their  steady  exertions  to  obtain  a  fair 
representation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain 

in  parliament,  and  the  proper  methods  which 
they  have  taken  to  employ  usefully  those  days 
which  may  be  appointed  for  pubhc  fasts. 

"  Resolved  unanimously.  That  this  rcso- 
tutioa  be  publii&hcd  ta  the  U'^^^v^v^t^* 
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**  Resolved  unanimoiis]^,  That  this  motion, 
when  printed,  be  transmitted  to  the  society 
of  the  Friends  of  Peace  and  Reform,  at  Shef- 
field. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  anniversary  dinner 
of  this  society  be  held  on  Friday,  the  2d  of 
May,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  tavern. 
Strand. 

**  Resolved,  That  citizen  Wharton  be  re- 
quested to  take  the  chair  on  that  day. 

**  Resolved,  That  citizens  Thompson,  Chat- 
field,  Wardle,  and  W.Sliarpe,  be  requested 
to  accept  the  office  of  stewards  on  that  day. 

**  They  being  present  accepted  of  the  said 

office." 
Mr.  Atiomey  General.— I  read  that  entry 

because  I  shall  presently  offer  to  your  lord- 
ship in  evidence  what  was  done  at  Sheffield 

upon  the  public  fast. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  books 
of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Intbrma- tion :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

chor tavern,  Friday,  March  28th,   1794. 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ant^,  Vol.  24,  page  561.] 
Mr.  Attorney  General  —I  do  not  find  the word  citizen  m  the  book  before  the  21st  of 

Marcli,  1794.  I  will  now  call  Mr.  Maclean 

to  prove  the  finding  in  Mr.  Adams's  posses- 
sion a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  stating  the 

names  of  tiiosc  members  whom  they  delegated 
to  the  Constitutional  Society,  according  to 
the  last  order,  to  invite  them  to  send  to  this 
society,  next  Friday,  a  delegation  of  some  of 
their  members. 

Mr.  Thomas  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

[It  was  read.] 
"  April Zd,  1794. 

"  Citizen ; — I  am  directed  to  send  to  the 
society  for  Constitutional  Information  the  fol- 

lowing resolutions  of  the  committee  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society.  April  Sd, 
1794. 

"  Resolved,  That  Matthew  Moore,  Jolm 
Baxter,*  John  Thelwall,  Richard  Hudgson, 

•  «  His"  [Mr.  HorneTooke's]  "  Sunday  par- 
ties were  not  unfrequently  enlivened  by  the 

introduction  of  extraordinary  men,  or  the  in- 
tervention of  iiilerebtiiig  anecdotes.  One  day, 

just  as  dinner  was  ready,  and  whcti  all  the 
company  were  already  convoked  in  the  draw- 
ing-roum,  the  name  of  Mr.  I^xter  was  an- 

nounced, who,  on  account  of  his  being  a 
stranger,  cr>uld  not  obtaiu  admittance  farther 
than  the  hail.  The  host,  with  his  usual 
courtesy,  ordered  that  he  should  be  conducted 
into  the  a|>artmenl,  in  which  the  guests  were 
then  sittine,  declaring,  at  tiic  same  time,  that 
he  believed  there  must  be  some  uii»>take,  as 
he  was  unacquainted  with  any  one  who  bore 
this  name.   On  bis  entrance,  the  stranger  ob- 

and  John  Lovett,  members  of  this  society, 
are  appointed  to  hold  a  conference  with  such 
members  of  the  society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation as  they  shall  think  fit  to  appoint, 
at  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  evening,  tne  4th 

April. "  Thomas  Hardy,  secretary." 
Addressed,  "  D.  Adams,  secretary  to 

the  society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 

mation.'' 
[The  following  entry  was  read  from  the  book 

of  the  society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 
tion :] 

"  At  a  Meeting  of  the  society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  at  the  Crown  and  An- 

chor tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  April  4, 1794." 

{Vide  Hardy*s  Trial,  ante^  Wo\.  24,  page  563.] 
Mr.  John  Gurnell. — I  found  this  paper  in 

Mr.  Hardy's  possession. 
Mr.  Attorney  GencraL — ^This  is  a  paper 

found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hardy,  but  it 
seems  necessary  I  should  prove  it  to  oe  his 
hand-writing ;  it^ppears  from  the  book,  your 
lordship  observes,  that  he  was  present  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1794 ;  this  paper  states  what 
passed  upon  the  4th  of  April. 

Alexander  Grant  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr 
Solicitor  General. 

Look  at  that  paper;  can  you  tell  whose 
hand-writing  it  is  ? — I  cannot,  I  never  saw 
this  before;  I  cannot  swear  to  the  hand* writing. 

Whose  hand-writinc  do  you  believe  it  to 
be  ? — I  cannot  say ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever 
saw  it. 

Do  you  know  Thomas  Hardy  ? — Yes,  very well. 

Did  you  ever  see  him  write?— Frequendy. 
Now,  look  at  the  paper,  and  say  whose 

hand-writing  you  believe  it  to  be  ? — I  cannot say. 

served,  '  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  had 
'  the  honour  of  being  tried  along  with  Mr. 
*  Tooke,  and  that  he  had  now  taKcn  the  li- 
*  bcrty  to  repair  to  Wimbledon,  to  pay  his  rc- 
*  spccts  in  person.* 

"  *  Ah,  my  good  sir!  I  recollect  you  well!* 
exclaims    the   hoary    traitor,   *  and  ̂ entl&* 
*  men,'  adds  he,  turning  at  the  same  time  to 
the  company,  *  permit  me  to  introduce  a  bro- 
*  ther  sufferer  to  you ;  he  is  a  little  fellow, 
*  whom  I  never  saw  but  once  before;  but  he 
*  is  at  the  same  time  a  hero :  lor  while  we 
*  were  in  the  ttail  dock,  about  to  be  arraigned, 
*  and  as  yet  uncertain  of  our  fate,  he  stepped 
*  forward  to  me  and  exclaimed:  IVIr.  Tooke, 
*  our  lives  have  hitherto  been  but  of  little 
*  service  to  our  country ;  let  us  then  behave 
*  like  men,  and  see,  if  by  dying  bravely,  we 
*  caimot  prove  of  some  service  to  the  com- 
*  mou wealth.' '' —  Memoirs  of  John  Hormt 
Tooke f  by  Alexander  Stephens,  esq.;  VtL  St 

p.  900. 



for  High  Tfiasom 

fyou  bdicvft  it  t-  Vr  ̂ i   ' md- writing ?— 
mot  *wear  that  h  id-writiDg  ;  if 

kw  \n%  name,  I  cou<,.  i., ..  .L.i:Ucr. 
Lord  Chirf  Justice  %re. — You  have  »0€n 

wnte  ? — Yes. 
Lord  Chief  Juiilicc  -Pvrc.— From  the  know- 

you   have  acquired  of  his  miittncr  of 
f,  do  you  or  not  believe  that  to  1)6  his 

rnling  ?" — It  is  so  different  from  whiit  I 

"iK-cn  before  of  his  hand-writiDg,  that  I not  beheve  it  is  his. 

Mr»  Attorney  GeneraL — I  wish  to  apologize 
your  lordship  for  this  examination ;  the 

is  swore  to  it  before. 
Grant. — 1  said  then  1  could  not  swear  to  il. 

'Xjord   Chief  Justice    Eyre — The  question 
to  you  is.  Whether  from  hiiving  seen 

write,  YOU  have  such  »  knowledge  of 

of  writing,  as  to  be  able  to  form  a 
that  it  is  his  hand-whling  or  notf — I 

lot  ̂ y  ih4t  it  i$  his  hand  writmg,  for  I 
not  »o<f  him  write  it. 

lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — You  oudit  to 
JoiOw  that  is  not  the  (question  a^kcd  you; 

arc  not  asked,  whetlier  lie  did  in  fact 
it  or  no,  but  tvhethcr  yuu  believe,  from 

koowledge  you  have  of  his  hand- writing 

'  it  is  his  hand  writing  or  not? — There  is kiJ*nty  of  hand. 
fjf r«  Stxiictttir  General.— y^n  have  said  that 

do  not  believe  il  to  be  his;  do  you  abide 
thmt  or  oolP— I  beg  to  look  at  il  acam  ;  it 

LoertaJiily  like  his  haud-wntiog,  but  1  can< 
iwcar  to  iL 

Tou  have  told  the  jury  that  you  do  not  be- 
lt to  be  his  hand ;  t  ask  you,  whether 

by  that  answer  f— I  cannot  swear 
rt  is  his  hand- writing;  there  isasimi< 

You  miist  lell  us,  whether  you  abide  by 
il  you  «aid  i  you  told  the  jury  you  did  not 

lirve  it ;  do  you  say  that  aunin ;  because,  if 
do.  it  is  very  well;  you  nave  a  right  to 

K>r  yourself. 
fr*  T*M)ke, — It  will  be  very  difficult  for  him 

by  his  opinion  ;  for  he  has  said  both 
that  he  did  believe  it  to  be  sinninr,  and 
did  not ;  but  we  do  not  object;  I  have 

objection  to  Mr,  Attorney  General's  dis- 
'*^io^  hi<  own  evidence,  but  I  have  no  ob- 
>v         '    il  this  as  evidence,  and  to  the 1  in. 

Ill  '  '  ■-■  Eyre.— I  cannot  do  that ; sec  IS  udmitled  is  evidence 
iwbich  iio  wvjc^u.wjii  occurs  to  me, 

GritMt, — I  can  only  say,  it  is  vcr}'  like  the 
-writing  of  Mr.  Uordy;  I  cannot  swear 

it 

Mr.  Atlorruy  Gener<iL — I  will  now  read  an 
from  the  book  of  the  society  for  Con- 

Inlbrmation,  of  the  11th  of  Aprils 

[It  was  r««d.] 

[FiA  «Ard/s Triiil,  anti.  Vol,  34,  p.  564] 

Hr.  ThtmoM  Maeleou.—l  found  this  paper 
b  tht  poiMMioii  of  Mr«  Aduiud. 

A.  D-  iim. 

[sse 

VOL  XXV, 

Mr.  Attamey  Omer<*/.— This  paper  is  a 
rough  draft  of  purt  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
nth  of  April,  I7t>4.  I  will  call  Mr.  Wood- 
fall  to  prove  who&e  hand-writing  is  in  it. 
{To  Mr,  \Vm,  Uw<y/ti^/}-*VV  hose  hand- writ- 

ing do  you  beheve  this  to  be?— 1  am  a  slranKCf 
to  the  hand-writing  of  the  substance  of  the 
paper ;  but  there  are  inlerlinealions  of  the 
word  '*  Society"— in  two  places,  which  I  be- 

heve to  be  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  wr itmg. Is  there  another  interlineation  of  &  few 

words,  which  h.ive  been  struck  out  again? — 
Yes;  ImiI  I  cHnrjul  !<>peak  to  the  hand -writing,  J 

Mr.  Vmke. — I  believe  I  have  written  the 

word  '.•  sw.iety"  here  twice. 
Mr.  SoUator  General. — Mr.  Shelton»  you 

will  read  this  paper,  and  you  will  take  notice, 
that  there  b  a  word  with  a  line  drawn  >] round  it. 

[The  rough  draft  was  read.]  ; 

Mr.  Totf&e.— Mr.  Solicitor  General,  if  you 
will  give  me  leave,  and  I  believe  you  will 
think  it  very  proper,  by  the  evidence  you  have 
produced,  for  nic  to  explain  this  i>aper;  and 
1  hope  I  do  not  do  wrong  to  point  it  out  to 

you;  my  mr-mory  helps  me  in  thi^  respect; 
and,  with  that  evidence  which  you  have 
heard,  enables  me  to  say,  that  this  is  plainly 
a  very  idle  business,  done  to  save  the  secretary 

trouble- 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  should  be  sorry 

to  interrupt— 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^This  is  obserra^ 

tion  upon  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke — Your  lordship  will  see  it  is'l 
not  observation-^-^— 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — It  gives  me  great 
pain  to  interpose;  but  that  cannot  be  per- 
mitlc<l  lo  come  from  a  gentleman  because  he 
takes  an  active  part  in  his  own  cause,  which 
should  shut  the  month  uf  his  counsel. 

Mr.  Gibbt. — As  to  the  gentleman  himself 
taking  a  part  in  this  cause,  it  is  utterly  ini-  ̂ 
possible  for  any  counsel  to  possess  himself  of 
this  cause. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  am  sure  I  caa 
rely  upon  the  candur  of  Mr  Gibbs,  so  far  as 
to  do  me  justice  in  the  situation  in  which  I 
stand ;  if  he  will  inform  me,  that,  in  his  judg- 

ment, there  is  the  least  degree  of  impropriety^ 

in  my  interposingt  I  will  not  interpose  again- 

during  the  whole^of  the  cause. Mr.  Gibbs. — 1  certainly  never  will  give  my 

judgment  upon  any  impropriety  of  ̂ifours —     - 
Mr.  Tooke. — If  the  Attorney  General  will 

please  to  cast  his  eye  upon  this  paper,  he  will 
nnd  I  am  not  making  observations,  or  doing 
any  thing  improper;  he  will  see  that  words, 
which  were  evidently  taken  from  this  papef^ 
have  been  read  as  a  part  of  it  which  ought  ̂ 

not  to  have  been  read  as  a  part  of  it;  and* 
I  am  going  to  explain  how  it  happened^ 
thai  this  difficulty  arose — I  am  not  going 
to  make  exception  lo  any  thing  that  pars- 

ed, but  that,  in  a  paper  the  clerk  has  read^ 
words  hav^  beea  read  (tvi\  \sq\\o^\Vj 
Q 
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him)  which  make  no  pari  of  the  pttpef— tere 
are  two  ways  of  erasing  from  any  wntUigy  thai 
which  you  do  not  mean  shall  make  a  part  of 
it— one  isy  hy  striking  your  pen  throush  the 
word  you  mean  to  erase — another  is,  oy  en- 
circlios  it  with  a  line;  this  is  encircled,  and 
yet  it  IS  read  as  if  it  was  part  of  this  paper— 
you  might  as  well  read  the  erasure  ofa  paper 
tliat  is  erased  one  way,  as  the  erasure  oSf  a 

paper  that  is  erased  another  iray — this  is  the 
only  thing  I  was  going  to  remark,  to  show 
you,  that  this  was  an  erasure,  and  how  it  hap- 
pened. 

Lord  Chief  JusticeEjrrev—Thisis  not  aproper 
time  to  do  that — ^but  your  observation  upon 
readine  it,  if  it  appears  to  you  not  to  have  been 
properly  read,  is  fair  and  right — because  it 
ought  to  be  properly  read>— you  say  there  ap- 

pear to  be  words  struck  out,  and  other  words 
put  in  over,  do  not  you  ?  and  you  conceive  the 
words  put  in  over  ought  not  to  be  read  ? 

Mr.  TooAe.— No,  my  lord. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Sure,— The  paper  is  to 

be  read  as  it  is ;  and  if  there  are  words  that 
arc  struck  out,  and  other  words  put  in ;  or,  if 
there  are  words  put  in  in  parts,  without  stnk- 
iog  out  the  other  words,  yet  the  whole  of 
the  paper  must  be  read,and  must  be  seen,  and 
then  it  will  be  for  the  judgment  of  the  jury, 
what  is  the  real  paper  taken  altogether,  and 
'U'hich  cannot  be  determined  properly  by  any body  but  the  jury. 

Mr.  Attorney  General — ^Your  lordship  will 
permit  me  to  put  the  Court  ia  mind,  that  Mr. 
Solicitor-general,  when  he  put  the  paper  into 
the  hands  ofMr.  Shelton,  desired  hmi  to  take 
notice  where  there  was  a  word  with  a  line 
drawn  round  it. 

Ix)rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^Thc  paper  is  to 
be  read,  and  with  that  word  scored  all  round 
it— whether  tliat  word  ought  to  be  taken  as 
purt  of  the  contents  of  the  paper,  or  ought  not 
to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  contents  of  the 
paper,  will  be  for  the  judgment  of  the  jury. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  only  wish  now  to 

!iay,  by  way  ot  explaining  myselJ',  that  I  desire tu  have  the  fact  known  to  your  lordship  and 
the  jury,  what  words  were  scored  round,  with- 

out saying,  in  this  stage  of  the  cause,  that  I 
have  any  observation  to  make  upon  that  fact, 
but  I  wished  to  have  that  ̂ t  ascertained. 

Mr.  Shelton.-^l  mentioned,  as  I  read  the 
paper,  that  the  words  were  scored  round. 

One  of  the  Jury. — We  shall  be  glad  to  un- 
derstand what  words  are  scored  round. 

[The  paper  handed  to  the  Jury.] 

Mr.  Tooke. — By  the  very  questi6n  of  the 
jury  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  what  i  was 
going  to  say  would  have  been  useful  to  Mr. 
Attornev-general,  to  the  Court,  and  on  every 
side,  and  it  was  not  meant  by  way  of  obser- 
vation. 

l4>rd  Chief  Justice  JSyrv. — If  it  is  now  to 
explain  the  appearance  of  the  paper,  tkaX  ceiw 
tainly  ia  breakmg  in  upon  their  case. 

Mr.  Ibolv— laubnuttoyourloKUbip^  that 
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it  is  no  such  thing,  and  if  Mr.  Attomey-^eMial 
had  not  mislaken  mv  object,  I  should  in  one 
minute  have  saved  all  this  time,  which  it.Bqr- 
chief  object.  Your  loidahip  has  bef#M  ]COu 
two  papers  instead  of  one.  I  am  not  malong 
observations  or  explanations,  except  ibr  the 
advantage  of  the  attomey-seneral  a«d  the 
Court,  and  I  believe  I  am  not  breaking  ia  Vfon 
any  rule  of  law ;  I  did  it  meiely  to  save  time, 
for  it  is  no  ol^ect  to  me— it  ia,  in  fiict^  two 
papers— it  is  a  report  ot  the  committee,  and  a 
resolution  of  tlie  society.    By  encircling  the 
word  Cowoentum  with  a  line,  that  copy 
for  two  copies.  With  the  word  conv€ntkiii&,iay 
it  is  the  report  of  the  committee— With  the 
word  convention  oiUM,  is  the  resolutioa  of  th^ 
society— that  was  all  I  was  gpine  to  say. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— There  is  no  aort 
of  objection  to  your  explanation,  but  that  it  ia 
ezplaaation  by  observation  upon  the  evidence, 
and  therefore  should  have  made  part  oi  your 
case;  but  I  a^ree  that  your  observation  is  fiu^ 
an<l  probably  is  well  founded. 

Mr,  Attorney  Geiitfra/.— This  mode  of  coa^ 
ducting  a  cause  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to. 

perhaps  a  littie  out  of  order  too.  I  meant 

calling  your  lordship's  attention  to  thoae words  bemg  scored  round,  to  apprize  the 
court  of  the  fact,  I  say  no  more  now,  thaa 
that  I  have  a  great  deal  to  observe  upon  that 
very  facL 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—l  have  no  doubt 
at  all  that  you  have,  it  i&  certainly  open  to  ob« 
scrvation. 

Mr.  Solicitifr  General. — I  am  now  going  to 
produce  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  AprO,  17M» 
from  Hardy,  which  is  mentioned  in  that 
minute. 

(To  Mr,  Afflcteon.J— Where  did  you  find 
that  paper?— In  Uie  possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

(To  Alexander  Grant.) — ^Yousay  you  have 
seen  Mr.  Hardy  write  ;  look  at  the  signature 
to  this  letter,  and  tell  me  whether  it  is  his. 
hand-wriUog  ? — I  believe  it  is. 

[A  letter  from  Thomas  Ilardv,  to  Daniel 
Adams,  dated  the  10th  of  April,  1794,  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  84,  p.  565.] 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.— This  is  a  printed 
circular  letter  of  the  London  CorresiK>nding 
Society,  which  was  found  in  the  possession  <n 
Mr.  Saint  at  Norwich. 

Mr.  James  WaUh,^l  fotmd  this  printed 
letter  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Saint  at  Nor- wich. 

[Circular  Lettcf ,  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  r^.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante,  Vol.  84,  p.  481.] 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Here  is  a  bundle  of 
the  same  papers ;  I  shall  call  Mr.  Lauzun  to 
prove  where  he  found  Uieni. 

Mr.  Edward  Jjauzun:—!  found  these  papers 
in  Mr.  Hardy's  house, 

Mr.  Aitorney  General— I  ttn  now  going  to 
read  a  letter  which  was  found  in  the  €m&^ 
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Tr.  Tlanfy,  from  Alexander 
Mitcbell,  secretary  to  the  society  at  Stnit- 
htvm,0taT  '"  '  *  '  <<]  rcceivcfl  a  circular 
tellrtr  re«p'  Convention  lo  be 
held  in  Etiki>''<  «.  vmi  tii^i  they  had  appoiQted 
a  ̂ le^te  to  attend  it. 

Mr.  Edaeard  Jjiuzun, — I  fottnd  thi»  paper 
Iffr.  llardy^i  hOuscu 

fjToni  Alexander  Mitchell,  to  Thomas 
If,  dalcd  Strathavcn,  9th  of  April,  1791, 

read.] 

TV^f- Hardy's  Trial,  antS,  Vol,  34,  p.  483.] 
Mr.  AttarHey  GcnaaL-^Tht  Norwich  So- 

■Ktv,  your  lordiiihip  recollects^  was  associated 
with  the  CortstituUouaJ  Society.  I  shall  now 
jMove  that  they  came  to  a  resolution  to  send 
?ltl%Hfi«  lo  the  British  Convention  as  soon  as 
ciXsd  for. 

CT»  Mr,  ITfl/iA.;— Where  did  vou  find  this 
book  ?— At  Mr.  Saint's  at  Norwich. 

[Tbe  following  entry  was  read  from  the 

^1  said  book :] 

^H  <<  Monday,  Ftbrnary  9Uh,  1794. 
^^k^^t  a  General  Meeting  of  Delec^tes,  held 
HKne-Cellar, 
^^^^tI  waa  unanimously  re&olved.  That  one 
^^V  ViCfre  delegates  should  be  sent  to  the  next 
^^^meral  convention,  so  soon  as  called  for  by 

tHB'limdon  correspoodentfi/' 

Mr.  Attom/Of  General, — I  am  now  going  to 

'  a  letter  dated  April  the  24th,  1794,  from 
'  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 

ve  to  this  object  of  calling  a  general  con- 

%  Gumeil. — This  paper  1  found  in 
fOlfteiaion  of  Mr.  Hardy. 

from  the  Bristol  Constilutional  So- 
lo Thomas  Hardy,  dated  the  24th  of 

I,  179#,  read.J 

[ndt  Uardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  «♦,  p.  484] 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^The  next  is  a  letter 

the    society  at  Newcastle,  to  ilardy, 
the  S4thot  April,  1791,  which  desires 
iwcr  lo  be  directed  to  Jaracss  Smilli, 

Pt  to  Uie  care  of  Mr.  Hunter^  publican, 
tier  Rank.    I  will  call  Mr.  GurneJl  lo 

?vc  in  whose  possession  he  found  ihislcller, 
'  icti  I  wdl  read  the  answer  to  it. 
.  John  Gurnell, — 1  found  this  paper  in 

Ml.  Hardy's  house. 

[Latter  dated  Newcastle  iijion-tync,  2lth 
April,  1794,  addressed  M r.  Harding,  No.  9, 

or  19,  l*iccadiny,LondoQ.J 

IVidt  Hardy's  Trial,  on/*:.  Vol.  S4,  page  433.] 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Here  is  a  paper 

vhich  has  indorsed  upon  the  back  of  it^ — "  Copy 
Of  ao  answer  to  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  ad- 
dmiferito  John  Smith/' &£c. 

Mf  *  John  Oumell. — I  found  this  paper  lo 
iba  gumaniUD  of  Mr.  Hardy. 

A.  0.  ITS*. 

Mr.  Attorney  Generat.^l  read  thin  paper  t^' 
prove  that  this  is  aconnnunicalionoftheir  hu 

tention  relative  to  acunvention  :  at  '  '  '  i 
it  is  a  declaration  under  the  hand   •  i 

Hardy,  that  the  committee  ol  corn  ^ 
and  co-operation,  which  your  lor<  , 
had  been  appointed  upon  the  11  iL  ,    Ij 
met  twice  a  week. 

[Answer  dated  the  1st  of  May,  1794,  to  tha 
letter  from  Newcaslle-upon-Tyne,  dated. 
April  the  24th,  1794,  read.] 

{Vide  Uardy*s  Trial,  nnlf,  Vol,  84,  p.  484.] 
.       .  ^  I' 

Mr.  Attorney  General^^l  will  now  prove  a- 
letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  ShciTield  Con-* 
stitutional  Society,  whrch  was  found  in  Iha 
possession  of  Mr.Thelwall,  whom  your  lord^ 
ship  will  recollect  to  be  one  of  the  cooinnttea 

of  correspondence  and  co-operation.  I| 
states  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  the  open 
air  at  Halifax,  of  persons  from  Ixeds,  Wajce- 
iield,  Huddersfield  and  Bradford,  to  consider 
on  the  measures  to  be  adopted  preparatory  to 

a  general  convention,  ami '''^""ur  the  direc- 
tions of  the  London  Corr*  Society. 

Mr.  WiUmm  Ti        .u. 

Mr.  Wiltiam  Tims.— I  found  Uiis  paper  on; 
the  person  of  Mr,  Thclwull. 
[Letter    dated    ShetliekJ,  May    lllh,     1794, 

signed  William  Broomhead,  secretary, read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  «n/«,  Vol.  24,  p.  487.] 
Mr,  Attorney  General, — I  am  now  going  to 

prove  an  entry  in  thb  account  book  Mr* 
Adams  spoke  of  upon  the  14th  of  March, 
1794. — *'Cksh  paid  Thelwall,  by  order,  six 

euineas."  Your  lordship  recollects,  that  I 
nave  proved  the  address  of  the  '^Oth  of  Ja- 
nuary;  I  am  going  to  explain  that  evidence 

by  a  short  letter  of  Mr.  Thcl wall's,  found  in 
the  custody  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  sub«lancc  ot 
which  letter  is,  that  he  sends  for  a  list  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 

formation, at  tbe  request  of  citizen  Tuoke, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  same  he  desires  six 
guineas,  which  is  the  sura  mentioned  in  this 
book  to  be  paid  to  hira  for  prinling  the  last 

2,500  addresses. 
Mr,  Thomas  Maclean. — I  found  this  paper 

in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams, 

[The  following  extract  was  read  from  a  boo 
containing    the  general  receipt*  and  di;^ 
burseinents  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  :] 

"  FritJay^  14th  March,  1794,  cash  paid 

Thelwall,  by  order,  six  guineas." 
[The  letter  was  read.] 

**  Citizen  ;— Be  kind  enough  to  let  my  boy 
have  a  list  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  (at  the  request  of  citizen  Tooke) 
when  I  send  him  to-morrow ;  also,  by  the 
request  of  same,  six  guineas  for  prinling  the 
last  2,500  addresses,  ike.  Yours, 

**  J,  XWELWJllL,'* 
"  Addressed  **  Mr,  D.  Adaiils." 
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Mr.  Attorney  GeneraL^I  have  read,  out  of 
the  Constitutional  Society's  book,  a  resolution 
of  the  S  1st  of  March,  1794,  which  is  in  these 
-words—**  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the 
secretary  of  this  society  be  directed  to  write 
to  the  Friends  of  Peace  and  Reform  at  Shef- 

field, and  to  assure  them  that  this  society 
views  witli  pleasure  their  steady  exertions  to 
obtain  a  fair  representation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  and  the  proper  methods  which 
they  have  taken  to  employ  usefiilly  those 
days  which  maybe  appointed  for  public  ̂ ts." 
I  will  now  call  a  witness  to  prove  his  finding, 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Hardy,  an  account  of 

the  proceedings  upon  the  Fast-day  at  Shef- 
field, together  witn  a  resolution  of  the  Cor- 

respond mj^  Society,  and  a  resolution  of  the 
Constitutional  Society,  printed  together. 

Mr.  Edward  Lauiun. — ^This  is  one  of  the 

books  I  found  in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 
[It  was  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  84,  p.  636.] 
William   Broomhead   sworn— Examined   by 

Mr.  Law, 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  at  Sheffield  ?— Yes. 

Were  you  secretary  to  that  society? — ^Yes, 
for  about  five  months. 

You  were  secretary  up  to  the  month  of  May 
last,  I  believe?— Yes,  when  I  was  taken  up. 

Did  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Yorke,  otherwise  called  Redhead  P*-^Yes. 

Did  he  attend  the  meetings  of  that  so- 
ciety ? — Frequently  he  did  attend. 

Was  Yorke  a  settled  inhabitant  of  Sheffiekl, 
0T  only  an  occasional  comer  there?— Only  oc- 
casional. 

Do  you  remember  a  meeting  held  on  the 
Castle-hill,  at  Sheffield.— Yes. 

W  hen  was  that  ? — I  was  at  that  meeting. 
I  believe  it  was  on  the  7  th  of  April  ?— Yes, 

I  was  at  tiiat  meeting. 
Do  you  rememberliaving  any  conversation 

with  Yorke,  prior  to  that  meeting,  in  which 
the  business  of  that  meeting  was  arranged 
between  you,  Yorke,  and  any  other  person  ? 
— I  do  recollect  a  meeting  of  that  sort,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  all  the  particulars  that  might 
be  discoursed  upon, 
Was  Gale  present  at  that  meetine  ? — ^Yes. 
Were  there  any  body  but  Gale,  Yorke,  and 

you  at  that  meeting  ? — I  think  there  might 
oe  several  more,  but  I  do  not  recollect  parti- 

cularly their  names. 
You  arc  an  associated  member,  I  believe, 

of  the  Constitutional  Society  in  London ;  are 
you  not  ?— I  suppose  I  was  sometime  back. What  was  settled  to  be  done  at  the  meet- 

ing on  the  Castle-hill,  which  was  to  be  held 
upon  the  7th  of  April  ?— The  resolutions  were 
drawn  up,  and  it  was  agreed  that  an  address, 
or  the  substance  of  what  was  to  be  delivered 
there,  should  be  wrote  by  Mr.  Yorke. 

^  See  his  Trial,  a.  d.  1795,  in  this  CoUec- 

Was  any  address  to  Parliament  agreed  to 
be  prepared?— No,  to  the  king. 

Was  there  anv  agreement  respecting  tho 

pro|>osing  any  address  to  parliament  ? — That 
motion  was  made,  but  it  was  neeatived. 
Was  there  no  arrangement  between  you, 

Yorke,  and  Gale,  respecting  the  negativing 
that  motion,  prior  to  the  time  of  its  being 
made? — It  was  so  settled,  but  I  had  no  voice 
in  it 

Between  whom  was  it  settled  that  there 
should  be  a  proposition  at  this  meeting  made 
for  addressine  parliament;  and  that  tlutt  pro- 

position should  be  negatived  when  made  ? — 
There  were  Yorke  and  Gale,  but  I  suppose 
tliat  was  settled,  as  it  was  determined^  to  pe- 

tition the  king. 
You  say  it  was  settled  between  Yorke  and 

Gale  that  such  a  proposition  should  be  made, 
and  should  be  negatived  ? — Yes. 
Who  was  to  muce  that  motion? — ^They  or- 

dered me  to  make  the  motion  for  addressing 

parliament. Did  you  afterwards  at  the  meeting  held  on 
the  7th  of  April,  in  consequence  of  this  agree- 

ment, make  that  motion  ? — I  did. 
Do  you  recollect  what  were  the  terms  of 

the  motion  that  you  made  ?-^That  a  petitioa 
should  be  drawn  up  to  the  House  ot  Com- 

mons, praying  for  a  reform  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  people. 

Upon  your  making  that  motion,  what  past- 
ed amongst  the  people  assembled  ? — It  was 

opposed. 
Did  any  body  second  it? — No,  1  think  it 

was  not  seconded;  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection it  was  not. 

In  what  manner  was  that  motion  received 

by  the  persons  assembled,  with  applause,  or 
disapprobation,  or  how  ?  —The  people  in  such 
meetings  generally  wait  for  the  countenance 
of  the  leaders  of  the  meeting  very  fre- 

quently. I  ask  you  what  passed;  how  was  your 
motion  received?— I  do  not  recollect  that 
there  was  either  approbation  or  disapproba- 

tion shown  by  the  people  themselves,  but  it 
was  opposed,  I  suppose,  previous,  or  rather 
before  they  might  snow  cither  tlieir  approba- 

tion or  disapproljation. 
And  not  being  seconded,  it  fell  to  the 

ground  ?— Yes. And  that  had  been  previously  settled  be- 
tween Gale  and  Yorke  ? — Yes,  that  was  set- tied. 

Do  you  remember  the  speech  that  was  made 
upon  that  occasion  by  Yorke  ? — I  remember 
he  did  make  a  speech,  but  I  cannot  recollect the  substance  otit. 

Was  that  speech  published  ?— It  was. 
(To  Mr.  Maclean.) — Where  did  you  find 

^is  paper  ? — I  found  it  in  t^e  possession  of 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Law  to  William  Broomhead. — Did  vou 
send  any  number  of  these  printed  pampfaJeH 
to  Mr.  Adams  ?— Yes,  in  a  oox. 

By  whose  orders  F— Th^  ptmDOl  4m4  c^ 

fe^ed  about  the  meeting.  ' 
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Vofie  and  OateF — Yes,  and  several 

were  to  send  them  to  Adams P— No; 
\\\  i  thmk. 

lect  yourself?— I  tnigKt  send  to  both. 

[read  from  a  printed  pamphlet,  in- 
"  Proceedines  of  the  FubJic  Meet- 

mg  held  m  J^lipffield,  in  the  open  air,  on 
the  7 Ih  of  April,  1794.] 

[luic  Uaniy*s  Trial,  antr^  Vol.  8i>  p.  613.] 
WUliam  Br^oathmd   cross-examined  by 

Mr.  Gi66f. 

Yos  were  one  of  this  society  at  Sheffield  P — 

Haul  jrour  society  any  views  of  overturning 
^vrrninenl  by  force? — No;  not  that  I 

of. 

lUd  aoy  of  those,  with  whom  you  were  ftc- 

"  ited,  any  ideaof  overtuniing  the  govern- 
by  force  f — None,  that  1  know  of. 

Hid  iliey  any  idea,  or  intenLion^  of  attack- 
IKtb*  persoQ  or  character  of  the  king,  in 

awstitution  ? — No,  they  tiad  not. 
How  were  Ihey  aflectcd   to  the  king?— 

~     h\  to  tht:  king !  why  as  well  as  any  peo- 

inlention  of  overturning  the 
),^i  Lufd^,  or  of  breaking  in  upon  their 
rity  in  the  state  ?— No ;  not  to  my  know- 

any*  whom  you  knew,  of  the  society, 
MKb  intentions? — No,  not  to  ray  know- 

tone  that  you  knew,  of  course,  had? — 

Ll  was  the  object  of  the  society  P — A 
m  the  dcmocratical  part  of  the  British 

ittition. 

What  Uo  you  mean  by  the  democratical 
,?— The  repre&cnlative  part — in  the  House 
Commons. 

Yuur  only  object,  then,  was  a  reform  in 
loUHc  of  Parliament  P^ It  is  all  that  I 
ui 

know  of  any  other  views  in  any  of 
? — I  know  of  no  other  views  in 

'the  societies. 
it  iht  intent,  of  any  you  knew  in  this 

Jy,  to  uhuin  even  Ihat  end  by  force  ?— 
I  that  1  know  of. 

^illuim  Brovmhtad  re-examined  by  Mr,  Lau\ 

Wljrn  ll  was  agreed  that  they  should  not 
iti'  irnt,  but  your  raotJDn,  for  that 

be  negatived,  did  you  appre- 
.JUjlu   liiat   this    reform  was  to  be  ob- 

by  the  medium  of  parliament? — That 
tiUd  amo()g8l  a  very  few  person s»  as  I 

le  of  before. 

Do  y<rtj  apprehend  that  to  have  been  the 
of  ihr  peTMtns  by  whom  it  was  settled, 
^,  y.^rl*'  *;ih     i»nf)  yourself,  to  obtain 

>^(  parliament? — If 
_   ̂   ,  ,      ous  had  those  evil 
K  HI*  MnknowQ  to  mc ;  and  I  ftm  cef- 

A,  D,  1794.     J 

tain  to  the  major  part  of  the  society;  if  there! 
were  any  individuals,  cither  Yorke,  Gale,  orj 
any  other  who  had  such  views,  it  was  ua> 
known  to  us;  but  deference  wa£  paid  to  themj 
in  the  ordering  and  conductmg  the  affiurs  of) 
the  society. 

What  was  your  reason  for  being  a  party  ia  i 

this  sliam  motion  ? — There  arc  many  mei^ 
besides  me,  that  are  not  expert  in  law  and 
goTernment,  and  yet  may  agree  with  the  ho- 1 
nest  views  of  their  friends,  or  those  they  look 
upon  as  their  friends,  considering  them  as< 

superior  in  understanding  to  themselves;  I* was  secretary,  and  therefore  it  became  my\ 
office  more  than  my  choice. 

To  make  sham  motions :  answer  my  ques«| 
tion,  why  you  was  a  parly  to  that  sham  mo« 
lion  ? — I  was  a  passive  person,  as  being  »ccre« 
tary,  and  receivmg  a  small  allowance  on  that| 
account ;  I  was  passive  in  that  particular,  and  1 
was  frec^ueotly  told  that  I  had  no  right  to  givaj 
my  sentmienls. 

Do  you  know  where  Gale  is  gone? — I  dol 

not.  "  -V 
You  have  not  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of] 

him  ialcly  ? — I  have  not. 
Mr.  Justice  i>Brence»— What  were  you  fre* 

quentl^  told? — I  have  been  opposed  giving 

my  opinion  and  sentiments  also,  as  bein|^ secretary  ;  I  have  been  told  tliere  that  I 
no  right 

George  Widdison  sworn. — Examined  by Mr.  Law. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

Society,  at  .Sheilield  ? — Yes. 
When  did  you  become  a  member  of  that 

society  ?— It  is  belter  tlian  two  years  ago. 
Of  what  particular  division  were  you  a 

member  in  that  society? — We  were  not  ia^ 
divisions  at  that  time. 

Afterwards  of  what  division  were  you  a* 
member  ?— I  think  it  was  number  one. 

Were  you  a  delegate  of  that  division?^* 
Part  of  the  time. 

When  were  you  elected  a  delecate? — ^At 
the  time  that  those  divisions  were  nrst  form^ . 

ed,  I  believe* 
Do  you  recollect  when  that  was? — I  do 

not ;  1  believe  the  books  will  explain  it. 
Was  it  in  1793,  or  1793?— I  really  do  not 

know. 

Of  what  number  might  your  society,  in  the 
whole,  consist,  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge 
at  its  largest  number? — About  six  hundred 
regular  members,  1  beheve. 

How  often  were  the  meetings  of  your  so* 

ciety  held? — Once  a  fortnight. 
On  any  particular  day  in  tho  week  ?— -Thera , 

was  a  particular  day  adapted  to  each  divi* 
sion;  ours  was,  I  think,  on  the  Tuesday  o^ Wednesday. 

How  often  were  the  general  meetings  of  I 

the  society  held? — They  were  not  exactly  tho'^ same;  sometimes  they  were  regular,  somo^l 
times  not ;  thev  were  about  once  a  monlh,  of 
oQce  in  six  wecuvSa 
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When  did  ]rou  first  see  York  at  Sheffield? 
-^Perhaps  that  might  be  near  upon  two  yearft 
HP-    

£)6  you  nieati  fipofn  the  preseAt  'UmeP— > 
Yes ;  I  think  it  is,  or  belter  than  that. 

Then  it  was  somewhere  towards  the  latter 
€nd  of  the  year  ITOf  r— Tes;  I  think  aome- 
lime  in  that  year. 

Did  you  Me  him  at  any  meeting  of  the 
aociety  ?— Yes ;  I  have  aeen  him  at  several. 
When  did  ̂ on  first  see  him?— The  first 

time  I  saw  bmi,  I  think,  was  at  a  fri<>nd'i house. 
Do  yon  i^coUeet  when  you  first  saw  him  itt 

the  chair  at  any  of  those  meetings?— The 
Artt  tiUM  I  Mlw  him  in  the  chair  was,  I  be- 
]ieve»  at  a  meetine  in  Queen-street ;  the  only 
thitog  I  can  recollect  it  by  was,  that  it  waa 
tome  few  months  aftek-  the  execution  of  the 
Jdna  of  France. 

That  wouM  then  be,  perhaps,  the  beginning 
of  the^ear  179S  ?— Perna|^s  it  was. 
Was  Yotke  generally  m  the  chair?— He 

was,  when  he  was  at  the  meeting,  generally 
in  the  chair. 
How  long  afVer  you  firM  saw  him  in  the 

chair,  did  he  continue  at  Sheffield  ?— I  do  not 
ree6Uect  that  he  stuped  k>ng  after  that;  peN 
hm  a  few  weeks. 

Had  you  occasion  to  see  him  often  ?— Not 
very  often  at  that  time. 
poyou  remember  a  meeting  of  the  society, 

held  m  the  back  fields,  when  any  delegates 
were  elected  ?— Yes. 
Who  were  elected  delegates?— Mr.  Browne 

was  elected  a  delegate. 

Where  was  he  delegated  to?*To  the  con- 
vention at  Edinburgh. 

Who  was  Brown  ?— When  he  first  came  to 
Sheffield  he  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a  player, 
and  afterwards  he  took  up  that  of  an  a^ 
tomey. 

He  was  delegated  by  your  society  to  Edin- 
burgh, to  the  convention  ? — Yes. 

Did  he  go  P— Yes. 
Was  he  supported  there,  do  you  know ;  or 

wore  his  family  supported  by  your  society?— 
I  believe  both  were. 
Do  you  remember  Yorke  lodging  at  the 

iiouse  of  one  Cawlhorne? — ^Ycs.  very  well. 
When  was  that?— The  latter  end  of  last 

March.  I  think. 
I  believe  you  attended  him  wlien  he  was 

there?— Yes. 
In  what  capacity  ?— As  his  hair-drcsscr. 
Do  you  remeralier,  about  that  time,  having 

any  conversation  with  Yorke  respecting  arms? 
—Not  any  there,  to  my  kuowleagc. 

Where  had  you,  and  when  was  the  first 
time?— At  a  Mr.  Ideal's,  a  grocer's,  some- 
•rhere  about  Hollis's  Croft. 

Did  Yorke  lodge  at  Deal's?— Yes. 
He  shifted  fipom  Cawthome's  to  Deal's  ?— 

He  left  Cawthome's,  and  went,  as  I  under- 
atoodt  Upon  some  business  to  Manchcttlcr; 
wrhan  he  came  back,  be  went  to  Deal's. 

What  did  tie  say  about  •anna;  do  you  re- 

Trud^Johk  Nomi  Toohe 

collect  pikts  ever  being  mentioned?— Yes; 
we  have  frequently  spoke  about  pikes. 

What  partKuhU'  con vteraation  had  you  about 
them  ?— He  seemed  to  agree  upon  the  neioes- 
sity  of  their  being  made. 

Did  he  give  you  any  directions  respecting 
the  making  any  part  of  them  ? — ^Not  direct. 

In  what  manner  did  he  indirectly,  if  he  did 
not  direct!  V,  rave  you  any  ?— He  gave  me  to 
understand  that  Mr.  Gale  would  take  a  dozen 
for  his  owd  defence,  if  I  was  to  mak*  any; 
whether  he  had  the  ord^  from  Gale,  or  beard 
any  body  else  say  that,  I  cannot  say. 

He  told  you  Gale  would  take  a  dozen  ? — 
Yea. 

Did  you  make  any  for  Gale  ?<^Ye8. 
What  part  of  the  mstrument  dkl  you  make  f —The  handle. 

How  many  did  you  make?— About  aidoaeiiy 
or  a  dozen  and  a  half. 

What  time  was  it  fcn made  these? — ^I  can^ 
not  recollect  the  particular  time;  I  think  ill 
the  beginning  of  April. 

Did  you  show  any  of  these  pikes  to  Yorket 
^I  took  oMe  with  me,  when  I  went  to  dress 
him  one  morning,  to  ask  his  opinion  bf  the 
form  of  it,  and  the  length,  whether  it  Would 
do;  he  said,  he  should  think  it  would  do,  or 
it  would  do. 

Have  you  any  other  employment  than  thai 
of  a  hair-dresifet-?— Yes;  a  turner. 

Then  you  understood  the  manner  of  mak* 
ing  the  thing  you  were  directed  to  make? — 
Yes. 

Did  he  give  you  any  direction,  as  to  the 
length  of  these  pika-handles? — I  cannot  re- col^ct  that  he  did. 

What  was  the  size  of  the  pike-handle  you 
carried  with  you  to  him  ? — About  seven  feel lone. 

Was  that  the  form  and  size  which  he  ap- 
proved ? — Yes. 

Did  you  ever  put  on  a  pike-bead  to  it  in  bis 
presence  ?— No. 

Have  you  fitted  any  to  them  yourself? — I 
was  to  have  done,  if  I  had  gone  forward  with 
the  business. 

Had  you  any  conversation,  from  time  to 
time,  with  Vorke,  how  you  went  on  with 
them  ? — He  asked  me,  some  few  times,  how 
I  went  on ;  if  I  had  made  any  of  those  han- 

dles, he  asked  me  some  few  times. 
Did  he  tell  you  where  any  pike-heads  were 

left  for  them  ?— I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 
Where  did  you  get  the  pike-heads,  if  you 

got  any  ?--THey  were  to  come  from  one  Da- 

vison's. Did  you  know  whether  any  hoops  were 
used  about  these  pikes  ?— There  were  hoops 
put  on  at  the  end  where  the  pike  was  put 
in  at. 
Who  provided  those  hoops  for  the  shafts 

you  had  made? — I  provided  those  hoops  my- 
self. 
Who  gave  you  any  direction,  respecting 

thotto  hoops,  where  you  were  to  get  the  ma- 
terials of  which  they  were  made:  were  they 



ifofif — ^I  got  Ibem  of  lli^  por^""  *U-^\  osed  lo 
it  oc  with  other  iron-booi  n\, 

Did>'Qugt*t  Iheniupun  }  n  credit? — Ye». 
Yoi  did  nothing  farlhcT  to  them  than  make 
tl»ili:i  -No. 
Ibti  Irew  yourself 
froat^  '—Ye:*, 
Did  u  to  Vorke  your  reasons  for 

vtlhflr^  !'"     '  I  lilt 
Wha  '1  belween  you  and 
YiOfkCp  i.  wjthdrawiDg  yourself 
tt.  Lold  him,  one  morning 
I  ■^..,.  w  .^i^v>  liim,  liitit  1  ikiought  we 

loo  tar,  with  rcs^ieci  to  uur  pro- 
asked  me  in  wiiat ;  I  told  him 

ta  wiyni  of  universal  suDrage« 
Dia  you»  on  account  of  your  dislike  of  iheir 

piCCMiigftp  withdraw  ypurself  from  being 
aiqr  longer  a  member  of  that  society  ?— Yes, 
Mt  m  ttioch  from  any  dislike,  but  I  was  con- 
WDod  in  my  own  mind  that  it  would  carry 
ua  tOQ  ̂ ^  l»y  drawing  in  a  greater  number  of 
MOfe  to  «»ve  their  voices  for  members  of 

imfam'-^^  '  rhfv  were  acquainted  with 
tlitOa'  It  less. 
Whti.  .-v.;  _»^u  „.widraw  yourself  ?•< -Some- 

lime  ia  April  last, 
U'Ad   vuu  aikv  conversatioa  with  Davison 

— Ycf,  several  times. 
I  «4>ii  tell  you  re<;pecting  them  F 

— i  ije%rr  nfiiicf*>tood  any  ihing  farther  from 
Oarison  tluin  that  thev  were  made  to  defend 
aundvea  with  at  Shetbeld. 

Did  you  understuud  what  number  had  been 
Badc^— I  ikid  not;  I  ratber  think  1  was  al- 
BWfl  the  hfht  that  made  any  handles. 

DwJ  any  body  else  make  any? — Only  me,  I 

Did  »"*i^  '*<^p  or  any  body  else,  show  you 
a&y  cil  ^  that  were  to  be  out  upon 
Ibete  s^  -  1  '..  I  had  been  preparer  by  any 
WdW — 1  have  seen  pd^es;  there  were  two 
«r  lliree  in  my  place. 

Describe  the  size  of  them?  —About  cicht 
iacbcs  in  length,  perhaps  one  inch  and  a 
qMfter  in  the  orotuJest  part. 

fiutyour^A  had  not  been  fitted  on  ̂ —No. 

Ctarge  Widdit&nj  cross-examined  by 
Mr  CMi. 

Were  you,  in  those  proceedings  at  Shef* 
ItU^  ̂ ..  ,.w,^v   t,.  ri,^  I  ,,,..  ..r  ,,j  his  aulho* 

Riy?-  luld. 
Do  \         _.    _,    „.„,     ere  concerned 

10  Uiia  society  who  had  any  intent  to  attack 
tha  power  or  the  per!>on  oi  the  king  ? — Not 
tettiy  knowledge  there  wat  not, 
^ould  you  Mve  continued  in  the  society  if 

ytn  had  any  apprehension  that  such  were  the 
wilentionH  of  it  ? — J  would  not. 

Yow  ■  .lie  in  that  society  a  consi- 4«abl'  Yes,  sir. 

You  Lirkeaoi  m  '  '  -uffraiqe — what  was 
te|lItBupiiCi  VI  t  society  genentMy 
^■■Qft  whose plaii  v..i,-,  it  —It  first  originated 
^Uh  what  was  drawn  up  by  the  duke  of  Rich- oiood. 

[23S 

This  letter  tias  been  ihown  you  before,  trom 
the  fluke  of  Itichmond  to  colonel  Shafmaa 

[Shews  the  ietUr  lo  the  n^ifncri]— Was  that  the 
letter  freqviently  read  in  the  society,  and  upon 
which  the  society  in  general  acted  ? — It  is ; 
that  is  the  letter,  and  I  believe  that  was  tlio 
general  idea  that  we  at  that  time  all  adhered 
to,  because  we  thought  there  would  be  no 
other  plan  so  effectual,  to  make  tlie  House  oi 
Commons  what  it  was  originally  intended  it 
should  be  by  the  constitution, 

Vour  object  was,  that  the  House  sliould  ba 
what  It  was  ong;inally  intended  it  should  be 

by  tlie  conilituUon  ? — Yes. 
Had  you  any  idea  of  producing  this  refbrni 

by  force  ? — No^  never ;  I  had  not  any  idea  ol 
the  kind. 

Do  you  know  that  any  other  member  of  Cha 
society  had  any  such  iutfintious  ?— No ;  I  do not. 

Did  you  understand  from  any  members  of 
the  society  that  any  such  plan  was  in  agita- 

tion ?~*No  ;  I  did  not. 
You  say  you  afterwards  withdrew  yourself 

from  the  society  ? — Yes. 
I  think  you  said  the  only  ground  for  with- 

drawing your  j>clf  was,  Uuityou  altered  your 
opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  universal  suf- 

frage?—I  did. 
And  was  that  the  only  ground  of  yourwjtb* 

drawing  yourself? — Yes,  the  principal  one. 
You  nave  been  asked  about  these  pikes^^ 

you  say  some  one  told  you  that  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Gale  would  take  a  dozen  of  Ihe  pike* 
shafts  from  ̂ ou  if  you  would  make  them  f^- 
Yes. 

Were  these  pikes  lo  be  made  for  any  other 
purpose  than  for  defending  yourselves  from 
any  attacks,  which  you  had  reason  totbmk  the 
other  party  would  make  upon  you,  at  Sheilield  f 
— I  believe  they  were  never  intended  for  any  ; 
other  purpose  ;  I  remember,  in  particular^ 
that  Gale's  house  had  been  attacked  once  or 
more,  by  a  great  number  of  people,  when 
some  particular  news  was  come  to  town ;  they  , 
swore  vengeance  against  him,  on  account  oJF 
his  paper,  and  several  of  his  friends  were  then 
obliged  to  defend  his  hou<^c — several  were  so- 

licited to  come  on  that  accouut.  And  that 

was  what  I  understood  tliey  wanted  those 
arms  for. 

And  it  was  on  that  account  you  iliink  that 
these  pikes  were  provided— to  defend  him  and 
ins  friends  from  similar  attacks  f — 1  under- 

stood it  in  that  hght;  and  I  believe,  froii^^ 
whatever  I  knew  of  Gale,  that  he  was  too 
honest  a  man  to  have  any  other  intcittlou 
himself. 

But  you  know  that  this  attack  was  made 
upon  him  ? — I  cannot  say  I  wa.s  an  cye-witncM 
to  it,  but  I  had  it  from  responsible  witnesses 
that  did  know  it  and  saw  it. 

It  was  publicly  known  in  the  town  that 
such  a  thing  did  pass? — Yes,  and  there  were 
butchers  and  other  people  threatened  my 
house  and  more. 

Whether  you  hilve  not  beard  ̂ o^leof  tU^ 
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opposite  party  at  Sheffield  declare,  in  terms, 
that  if  there  should  be  an  invasion  they  would 
first  fall  upon  you  ? — ^Yes,  I  have. 

Do  you,  in  your  conscience,  believe,  thai  the 
only  cause  for  talking  of  and  preparing  those 
few  pikes  was,  because  an  attack  was  really 
apprehended  from  the  other  i^rty  upon  Gale, 
and  those  who  were  of  his  opinions?— I  believe 
that  was  the  only  ground  that  ever  they  were 
made  at  all,  as  rar  as  I  could  learn.  , 

Do  ̂ ou  recollect  any  instance  when  the 
house  in  which  you  live  yourself  was  attacked 
and  threatened  ?-<-I  cannot  say  that  I  do. 

Had  you  any  idea  either  of  your  own,  or  do 
you  conceive  from  any  thing  you  have  heard 
firom  any  of  the  people  who  belonged  to  this 
society,  that  these  pikes  were  to  be  employed 
for  any  purpose  asninstthe  power  of  the  go- 

vernment P — No,  I  never  understood  it  in  that 
light;  because  the  rabble  that  was  among 
-us  the  government  had  little  concern  in ;  I 
believe  Bfmiford,  Thomas  Penn,  and  another 
fellow  were  the  principal  cause  of  it  all. 

Pray  who  is  that  third  person  that  you  speak 
of  ? — I  forget  his  name,  the  man  at  Dronfield 
.—-I  believe  he  is  a  parson. 

Why  do  you  thinV  him  the  cause  of  it  P— 
From  the  inflammatory  letters  that  he  pub- 

lished in  the  Sheffield  paper,  called  the  Cou* 
rant. 

What  was  the  purpose  of  these  letters  ?— 
Recommending  to  the  party  called  by  the 
name  of  Aristocrats  to  take  up  arms  and  exter- 
terminate  us. — ^There  is  a  book  of  mine,  1  be- 

lieve, now  in  the  privy  council,  which  points 
to  this  particular  paper,  where  this  inflamma- 

tory letter  appeared. 
A  book  that  was  seized  in  your  house,  that 

contains  an  account  of  these  very  papers  that 
you  speak  of?— Yes,  the  principal  ones  of 
them. 

George  WiUdison,  re-examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

You  said,  I  think,  there  were  some  persons 
who  threatened  you  that  in  case  there  was  an 
invasion  they  would  first  fall  upon  you?-» 
Yes. 

Will  you  name  those  persons  who  did 
threaten  you  that  in  case  there  was  an  inva- 

sion they* would  fall  upon  you— Name  any  of 

Trial  ofJ^n  H<me  Toake  [240 

vou?— I  cannot  say  it  did  at  that  time,  but  I 
have  been  frequently  told  by  other  people  that 
the  same  threat  was  made  use  of;  but  I  can- 

not charge  my  memory  with  any  person  mak- 
ing use  of  that  threat  but  him,  though  I 

have  had  that  threat,  and  similar  ones,  imde 
use  of  in  different  companies  I  have  been  in. 

Do  you  remember  any  person  that  threw 
out  those  threats  in  the  difierent  companies 

j[ou  have  been  in  ?— I  cannot  say  I  can  par- ticularly. 

I  ask  you  to  recollect  the  name  of  any  per- 
son that  threw  out  those  threats  in  the  dif- 

ferent companies  you  have  been  in  ?— At  I 
never  expected  these  matters  would  he  called 
into  a  court  of  justice — I  never  paid  that  par- 

ticular attention  to  the  people  who  made  use 
of  them;  it  was  from  the  general  tenor  of  the 
conversation  that  passed  uat  I  speak  of  these- 

Did  you  or  Gale,  or  any  persons  who  might 
be  the  object  of  these  threats,  ever  apply  to  any 
magistrate  for  protection  ? — ^No,  I  cannot  say 
that  I  did,  because  it  was  seldom  that  thev 
could  have  that  justice  done  to  them  whicn 
they  expected. 

Does  not  Mr.  Wilkinson,  a  magistrate,  re- 
side very  near  the  town  of  Sheffield? — ^Yes. 

When  you  had  lately  a  riot,  did  not  he  come 
into  town  at  the  head  of  some  dragoons  and 
restore  peace  there?— There  was  no  dis- 
turbance. 

Was  not  a  house  began  to  be  pulled  dowo^ 
and  set  fire  to ;  and  was  there  not  a  person 
executed  for  that  crime  ? — Yes ;  it  was  not 
till  after  their  coming  that  this  riot  began ; 
there  was  no  riot  till  Mr.  Wilkinson  brought 
the  soldiers  in. 

So  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the  soldiers  made 
the  riot  ? — It  began  on  that  very  day. 

Then  they  set  fire  to  that  house? — 
Mr.  Gibbs. — lie  has  not  said  Mr.  Wilkinson 

set  6re  to  this  house ;  he  is  your  own  witness, 
and  he  is  not  to  be  examined  in  this  way. — ^I 
humbly  beg  your  lordship's  protection  of  the 
witness,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  protection  of 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar;  Mr.  Law  is  putting 
in  the  mouth  of  the  witness  that  Mr.  Wilkin- 

son and  the  dragoons  made  that  riot,  and  set 
lire  to  the  house ;  that,  I  humbly  conceive, 

them  ? — I  can  only  recollect  one,  because  we  j  is  not  the  way  in  which  a  counsel^  examining 
had  so  many  of  these  wranglings  and  disputes  ,  a  witness,  ought  to  put  words  into  his  mouth, 
about  politics  and  the  kind,  that  I  cannot  :  Mr.  Law. — I  am  not  putting  it  into  the 
charge  my  memory  to  swear  to  any  one  per-  mouth  of  tliis  witness,  nor  will  I  suggest  to 
son  but  one,  and  that  unc  is  a  person  who  is  •  this  witness  or  any  uthcr,  to  say  that 
now  in  the  association  at  Shefiield.  which  is  not  the   truth  ;    but  1  asked  this 

What  is  his  name  ? — William  Frith. 
Was  any  body  by  when  he  threatened  you 

in  tills  way? — I  cannot  say;  this  was  at  his 
own  house. 
When  was  it  ? — Some  time  before  the 

armed  association  began. 
How  long  ago  was  it  ? — Above  a  twelve- 

month ago,  1  rather  think,  or  pretty  near. 
No  pikes  were  prepared,  I  think,  till  about 

March  last?— No. 
."^o  that  threat  did  out  very  much  frighten 

witness  (who  takes  u{>on  himself  to  state  that 
there  was  no  riot  in  the  town  till  Mr.  Wilkin- 

son and  the  dragoons  came)  whether  they  oc- 
casioned the  riot.  I  have  asked  to  a  fiKt 

which  is  notorious  to  tlie  witness,  and  pcar- 
fcctly  so  to  myself,  having  been  concerned  in 
the  prosecution,  whether  a  house  was  not  set 
on  fire,  and  a  man  executed  lor  it. — 1  ask  him 
whether  he  meant  to  impute  to  Mr.  Wilkin- 

son and  the  dragoons  any  participatioiiiiilfatti 
omduef. 



^Jbr  High  Treason 
Lord  Chitf  Jutticc  Eyre, — Tbe  objection 

that  iostead  of  asking  whether  Mr.  Wil* 
>od  the  dragoonsi  set  ihe  house  on  fire, 

fOU  slalfld  to  the  wittiest — *'  Then  tliey  set 
Bfe  tothsl  house  ;"  that  i6  not  'a  way  ot  ask- 

^>I.  My  ftjeud  stated  it  »s  if  tbe nilBc^  hiiil  ̂ o  said, 
Mr  Xrfw. — I  asked  him  if  he  did  say  so. 
L^rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre* — In<leed  fuu  did 

BOt  put  tt  ae  a  quci^tion. 
llr.  L^of.-^You  \m\e  said  Iheie  was  no  riot 

tSlMr.  Wilkinson  and  ihe  dragoons  camts — 
Do  you  wean  to  say  that  the  riot  wa<»  occit- 

"by  them? — I  beheve  ihcy  priucipalJy it;    there  was  uone  bclure  I  hey 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,^  Do  you  mean 
IfaHl'lliat  provoked  the  people  in  the  town  to 
IBike  the  riot,  or,  that  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the 

to^oons  made  the  riot  ihcroselvcs  ?-*Tbe  t»- 
inagia  llic  commons  was  the  principal  cause 

of'tt ;  the  people  rose,  and  opposed  the  ma- 
g'strate^  m  doing  it ;  they  brought  in  troops r  the  purposf  of  protecting  them  in  doing 
it ;  that  enraged  the  minds  of  the  lower  people 
ifi  Sbef&eld,  and  they  were  dissatlstied  with 
Mr.  Wilkinson  for  bringing  the  troops  in, 

Mr.  Law, — You  said  you  could  not  hava 
re  done  to  you  which  you  expected 

--  I  '  .1  ever  apply  tor  justice,  or  for  pro- 
liirtififi  lo  any  magi^trnte  resident  in  or  near 

Sfacficld,  nnd  were  refused' — ^Thcrc  have  been 
SpH^icBtioni :  I  ray&elf  have  applied  far  it, 
mo  been  refused  :  1  applied  to  Mr.  Wilkinson 
lor  it,  and  when  the  cause  can^e  to  be  heard, 
Mr.  Wilkinson  was  not  upon  the  bencht  and 
Mr.Atborpc  decided  it —I  was  in  a  public 
lUMIiet  we  happened  to  have  a  dispute  upon 
pirfitirt  as  ttsual,  and  we  got  from  one  thing 
tolBOther  till  we  had  a  quarrel,  or  rni^undcr- 
amdine,  between  us ;  at  last  tlie  greatest 
Mft  ofwefii  set  upon  me;  they  tumbled  oie 
OOVD  HAirs,  shook  the  money  out  of  my 
pocket,  and  hpenl  tt :  Mr.  Athorpe  connived 
It  the  business,  when  they  tendered  tbe 
aumej  before  him  upon  the  bench,  and  threat- 
tned  10  kend  me  to  the  pillory  if  I  cume  to 
bim  any  more  to  eomplain  of  such  n  bu^^iness. 

You  siud  vou  hiid  merely  proceeded  on  the 

dake  of  RirKmond'^  plan?^Ves. 
Mr.  CJ*M«. —  Did  you  say  they  tendered  the 

aonej  befurc  the  justice  ? — Yes. 
Mr.  liflr«>,^VVere  not  tbe  works  of  Paine 

md  in  your  (Society  ?^Yes,  some  part  of  them 
Iwe  been  read  there. 

,  Yoti  did  not  proceed  upon  this  plan  > — N^o; 
«e  approved  ot  a  great  part  of  his  work^,  be- 
CMiicit  was  wrote  upon  the  principles  of  li- 
betly  and  freeilom,  and  ijo  on,  but  there  were 
gntt  partH  of  it  which  none  of  us  understood, 

audi    '  iiink  he  himself  did. 
Di<i  '  ed  upon  his  pliin  or  tbe  duke 
-^T'  — We  went  upon  the  duke  of 

I  n  from  the  first  beginning,  and 
*t  *,...u^T  .*.... w red  to  that. 

And  did  not  deviate  into  Paine's  plan  ?*-Nq. VOL.  XXV , 

D.  1791.  l^n 

Mr.  Gibbt, — You  approved  the  duke*s  plan, 
and  likewise  of  so  much  of  Paine's  works  as 
fell  in  witli  that  plan?— Yes. 

Vou  said,  at  the  time  that  you  attcndc<l  tfie 
justices,  the  people  that  got  this  money  olfcrcd 
it  you  again  ? — Yes ;  they  paid  it  down  before 
the  justices,  and  he  returned  it  to  mc  htmself, 

Mr,  Soii,cU4jr  Ocntral.—Thh  witness  h;is 
mentioned  the  couversaliou  wiih  DaviMjn 

upon  the  subject  of  arms,  I  will  now  pruve  a 
letter  trom  iJavJson,  upon  the  same  subject, 
found  in  the  possession  of  Hnrdy. 

(To  Mr.  Gi/«««//^— W'here  did  you  find 
this  paper? — I  found  it  in  the  possession  of Mr.  Hardy. 

[Letter  dated  Sheffield,  April  the  24lb,  1794, 
signed  Richard  Davison,  addressed  citizen 
IJardy,  read.] 

[Vide  Ilardy»s  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  34,  p.  588-] 

Mr.  SoiicUor  General. — There  was  another 
letter  :o  the  Norwich  Patriotic  Society, 
from  the  same  person,  enclosed  in  that  letter, 

which  was  also  tbund  at  Hardy's. 
(To  Mr.  GurnetU— Where  did  you  find 

this  paper  ?— This  I  ̂undalso  in  Mr.  Hardy's 

possession. 
[Letter  signed  Richard  Davison,  addressed  to 

the  secretary  of  the  Norwich  Patriotic  So- 
ciety, read,] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  84,  p.  588.] 

I^drd  Chief  Justice  Eyre  — ("/b  Widdimn.) 
— W^hat  business  did  Davison  follow  ? — A 

printer. Mr.  Solicitor  General. — ^Your  lordship  will 
recollect,  that  in  the  proceeding  of  the  «iHh  of 
March,  t794,  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of 
the  Corresponding  Society,  to  the  Society 
for  roostiluiional  Information,  dated  the  27tK 
of  March  was  read,  in  which  there  was  this 

postscript : — "  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a 
general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  holden 

OB  Mimday.  tlie  14th  of  April,  the  place  to  be 
announced  bv  public  advertisement."  Your 
lordship  willalsorecollectthat,  Mr.  Martin  was  a 

mem  berof  this  society,  proposed  by  Mr.  Tooke 
and  that  the  letter  of  thanks,  written  by  bim 

upon  that  occasion,  was  correcttd  liy  Mr» 
Tooke.  I  am  now  goins;  to  produce  to  your 

lordship,  the  paper  which  was  prepared  by 
that  Mr.  Martm,  of  resolutions  to  be  entered 

mto  on  the  14lh  of  April— they  are  not  the 
same  as  were  actually  entered  into,  hut  they 

were  prepared  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  being 
entered  into  upon  that  tlay. 

Mr.  Gibh. —  It  has  been  determined,  I  be- 
lieve, thai  m  order  to  show  a  general  plot,  any 

thing  found  in  the  possession  of  nny  man 
living  may  be  given  in  evidence — there  is  no 
doubt  that  in  this  way  it  is  evidence. — The 
ground  upon  which  tlie  court  has  decided*  I 
appreheud,  that  this  is  evidence,  aud  upon 
which  certainly  it  is  admissible  according  to 
the  decision  they  have  come  to  is,  ttvavMw^vvSk 
R 
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n-as  a  member,  and  every  thing,  therefore, 
that  he  has  ever  done,  since  he  was  a  meniber, 
is  evidence  aeainst  Mr.  Tooke. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr«.— To  state  it  cor- 
rectly, every  thins;  that  be  has  done  (he  being 

a  member)  that  nas  relation  to  this  generu 
subject  is  evidence  respecting  that  general 
subject — it  is  a  different  proposition  to  say  any 
thing  done  by  him  is  evidence. 

Mr.  Gt6Af.— Any  thing  is  admissible  evi- 
dence they  can  shape  to  this  case,  not  only 

the  acts  of  the  members  of  this  society,  but  of 
any  man  in  the  world-—— 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %r«.— The  acts  of  any 
man  that  is  proved  to  have  taken  a  part  in  the 
general  transaction  are  evidence. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  -Whether  it  affects  Mr.  Took« 
or  no. 

Ix)rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— Whether  it  af- 
fects Mr.  Tooke  or  no. 

Mr.  Gifr&«.— What  I  wish  is,  to  shut  out  oc- 
casional observations  in  the  course  of  the  evi* 

dence. 

Mr.  Tooke,--!  beg  to  say,  that  I  believe  my 
learned  counsel  was  by  the  altercation  beat 
out  of  the  remark  he  at  first  made,  and  the 
thing  he  objected  to— Mr.  Solicitor- general 
prefaced  an  account  of  the  paper  which  he 
was  going  to  have  read,  with  Mr.  Martin's 
beine  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Constitu- 

tional Information,  and  that  he  had  been  no- 
minated by  me,  without  mentioning  the  time 

when  he  was  nominated  by  me  as  a  member 
of  the  Constitutiorial  Society — he  prefaces  the 
introduction  of  this  letter,  which  is  of  a  very 
late  date,  with  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Mar- 

tin's being  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Infurmation,  and  that  he  was  no- 

minaird  by  me — I  understand  the  putting 
them  close  together  without  remarking  the 
dates,  to  have  been  Mr.  Gibbs's  originsU  ob- 
jection. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  J!yre.— That  was  not  the 
original  objection,  but  is  a  very  proper  im- 

provement of  it,  and  it  is  very  fair. 
Mr.  Gibbs. — My  objection  was  the  introdu- 

cing it  with  any  introduction. 
Mr.  SolicUnr  General. — With  submission 

to  your  lordship,  I  did  no  more  than  state  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Martin  was  connected 
with  this  transaction,  to  show  that  that  was 
an  act  to  be  given  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Charles  Schaw,  sworn. 

Mr.    Law.   Where    did   vou  find    this 
paper  ?— At  Mr.  Thel wall's. 

Evan  Evans,  sworn. 

Mr.  2^w. — Do  yon  know  whose  hand- writ- 
ing this  \%}  ( shotcing  the  ari/neis  the  paper.)--' 

Mr.  John  Martin'^. 
Did  you  hear  him  read  that  paper  prior  to 

the  14th  of  April,  1794?— I  heard  him  read  it 
to  Mr.  Pearce,  in  the  KingVbench. 

What  did  he  say  respecting  the  paper,  at 
the  time  he  read  it  ? — I  cannot  recollect  what 
ht  said  ooocerning  it ;  I  liave  heard  him  read 

something  concerning  taking  arms  against the  king. 

Mr.  &»Mf.— Never  mind  what  you  beard 
him  read — what  did  he  say } — He  desired 
Mr.  Pearce  to  take  the  resolutions  to  Chalk 
Farm ;  it  was  intended  to  meet  at  a  house  in 
Tottenham-rfx>urt-road,  at  one  time,  and  the 
place  was  thought  to  be  too  small ;  he  denied 
nim  to  take  the  resolutions  to  Chalk  Farm, 
and  to  return  as  soon  as  the  meeting  was  over. 

Did  he  read  these  over  ?— He  did  read  thera 
over  to  Pearce,  and  another  man,  in  the 
room. 

Did  he  express  any  approbation  of  them  ? 
-^Mr.  Pearce  came  back  after  the  neetia^ 
and  said  that  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Did  he  make  any  observations  upon  their 
tendency  ? — ^Yes,  he  said  he  wrote  the  resolu- 

tions for  Chalk  Farm  ;  and  he  had  put  plenty 
of  Cayenne  pepper  into  them,  and  tnat  if  tbqr 
followed  his  (Martin's)  advice,  there  would be  warm  work. 

Etan  JCvans,— cross-examined  by  Mr.  Tooke, 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Gay  ?— I  do  perfectly well. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Gay  lives,  or  did 
live  ?— I  cannot  rightly  recollect ;  he  lives 
somewhere  towards  St.  James's. 

Have  you  not  said  you  knew  he  lived  in 
Duke-street? — I  do  not  know  that  I  have  said 
so;  I  believe  he  lived  somewhere  there* 
abouts. 

Have  you  not  said  so  in  this  court T^I  said 
I  believed  so. 
Why  did  you  believe  so? — Because  I  have 

oAen  heard  he  lived  towards  St.  James's. 
What  is  he  ? — A  perfumer  or  hair-dresser ; 

he  is  often  with  Martin. 
Mr.  Tooke. — Ibeg  pardon  for  asking  a  ques- 

tion that  appears  to  be  so  impertinent  but 
from  good  authority  I  am  informed,  that  the 
Attorney- general,  when  I  was  not  present, 
pledged  himself  that  this  was  the  Mr.  Gay 
whom  I  had  nominated  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information — 
perhaps,  your  lordship  may  recollect  it— it 
stamped  a  prejudice  upon  roe—  at  least  it  was 
so  inserted  in  all  the  public  papers— and  I  do 
not  find  that  that  circumstance  is  now  brought 
forward. — It  is  not  unpleasant  in  a  serious 
cause  now  and  then,  when  fairly  and  properly 
introduced,  to  hear  a  very  strance  tale  if  it  i$ 
a  short  one. — ^Thcre  is  a  Nicholas  Gay,  esq. 
a  gentleman  pretty  nnich  known  to  many  per- 

sons in  this  court  whose  custom  has  been  to 
travel  over  all  parts  of  Europe  ;  this  gentle- 

man was  nominatcnl  by  me  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information ; 
and,  I  believe,  that  this  is  one  instance  of  the 
strong  delusion  put  upon  those  verv  honout- 
able  gentlemen  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-ge- 

neral, and  for  their  sake  chi'eflv  I  mention  it. —This  Mr.  Nicholas  Gay  did  ilineonce,  about 
s  year  ag^  at  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information,  and  he  was  talking  of  triivelfiAg 
to  Rttiua,  where,  I  believe,  he  is  at  present 



Mf,  X^ar,— I  im  sorry  to  iDtemipt  Mr. 
7mk9    but  ht»  tills  any  reference  to  the  ti- 

Lord Cfaief  Justice  Ei^re,^Tv  be  uure  at  this 
novDCdC  it  bas  no  reference  to  the  present 
cxa4»tn«tion ;  thercfyre  if  you  insist  upon  it, 
1  nust  <Jc*irc  Mr,  Tor»ke  to  rciruin,  till  the 

tioft  comes  when  Mr.  Gav's  name  is  properly 
MUbrwInced  on  the  part  oi  the  preset  ution,  or 
till  It  i«  introduced  (it  it  caji  be  introduced)  on 
dM  Mn  ofthe  prisoner. 

Mr.  GiM«.--It  hasalready  been  introduced 
oa  lb«  part  of  llic  proscculion,  for  they  have 
ffnm  something  in  cviiknce  about  a  &lr.  Gay 
wml  was  mentjoned  in  a  letter  by  oue  of  the 

Iff,  Xmp.^I  have  no  olwjection  to  Mr. 
Toolbe  p«i»hiaghjseiaminalion  respecting  Mr. 
Gay  as  Iv  at  he  can.  I  am  objecting  to  his 
maliii^  itbMrvat  ton  s . 

Mr.  TuoAe.— I  thought  lo  save  time— Mr. 
EtaDSy  do  you  know  that  there  does  exist  a 

■Wl  named  Nicholas  Gay  ? — ^This  Oay  that  I 
■i«li«  bb  oafna  ib  Richarcl  Gay. 
You  do  not  know  a  Nicholas  Gay  ? — No. 
Did  you  ever  hear  tliut  there  was  such  a 

ma  I — Kg. 

Do  you  know  that  this  Mr.  Richard  Gay 
i|teiid»  his  time  in  travellingabroad  T — I  never 

k»e«  htm  till  I  came  into  the  King's  bench. 
Did  you  ever  hear  lliat  he  had  lieen,  or  in- 

taadad  to  go, to  Russia?— No— I  did  not. 
Did  ;|rou  ever  hear  that  he  had  dined  with 

teSocietjr  for  Constitutional  Information  ? — 
1  eaaUDlbe  sure  of  that. 

Ftrinus  Mr.  Evans  you  have  heard  of  that 
Mr.  Kicoolas  Gay  ?— I  never  hr^rd  the  name 

niift  Mr.  Richard  Gay  then  ?— I  have  seen 
Uoi  acveml  times. 

Toanuiy  huveheard  from  him, or  somebody 
IbftlkJiew  him,  that  he  was  stjppo!.cd  to  t>e  k 
■wmbcrof  the  Constitutional  Society .—   
fh  WAS  a  member  of  the  same  society  as 

Mr.  Mitrtin ;  he  was  a  messenger  to  the  so* 
dvtyaf  1  understood,  or  something  of  that  sort 

Did  you  ever  hear  him,  or  Mr.  Martin, 
alkine  of  his  dining  once  at  the  Society  for 
C'  t«al  Information?— I  never  did. 

ever  hear  yourself,  or  from  any 
^enon  ui*t  hemrd  this  gentleman  talk  of  tra- 
■dUiag,  that  a  strange  accident  happened  to 

a  bis  Ulking  of  timTelling  some- 
_..   ,  „  ̂ y,  or  informer,  who  was  present, 

aoi  hearing  the  whole  of  the  conver^attuo, 
lemt  fur.v;trJ  and  inquired  where  that  gen- 
t  ;;  to  whiclj  some  person  who 
k'  Ler  of  the  inquirer  answered, 
U|iuo  my  word  he  is  going  much  farther  than 
I  dtt«  to  wy :  you  ba^ve  not  heard  of  that } — 
II«9«aoi. 

Mu  WiUiam  Watket  swom.^Examined  hy 
Mr.  Soticitor  General, 

Do  joci  kijow  Mr.  John  Martm's  hand- 

Did  you  ever  sec  him  write? — I  have. 
Look  at  this  paper  f  (the  pitper  pr&dutrd  t>if 

Mr.  Schaw), — 1  believe  that  lo  be  his  lAand* writing. 

[It  was  read.] 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  London  Cor* 
responding  Society,  held  at  on  Monday 
the  14th  of  Apr;l,  1794- 

[Fide  Hardy's  Trial,  ante.  Vol  Si,  page  870.] 

Mr.  SalifUor  General  to  Mr.  LoHtHn^^ 

Where  <lid  you  find  this  paper?— In  Mr. 

Hardy's  house. 

The  proreedingfi  "  at  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  lMt\i\on  Corresponding  Society,  held  on 
the  Green,  at  Chalk  Farm,  on  Monday  the 

14ih  of  April,  1794,"  read. 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  nnd,  Vol.  «4,  p.  735.] 
Mr.  Scikitor  General. — We  will  now  rea<l 

some  resolutions  of  the  society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information,  on  the  9th  ol  May^  1794, 

with  respect  to  printing  d  pamphlet  contain- 
ing cectain  proceedings  of  the  London  Cor- 

respondiag  iocie ty. 

[The  following  entry  was  read  from  llie  book 
of  the  .Society  for  Cooslilutional  Infor- mation t] 

**  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  May  9,  1794," 

[Vide  Uardy's  Trial,  anti^  Vol.  24,  p.  565.] 
Mr,  Solicitor  Central, — ^We  will  now 

duce  a  pamphlet  found  in  tht  possession 
Mr.  Adams,  the  last  proceeding  of  the  secot 
of  May,  the  general  proceedings  of  the  X\ 
societies. 

(To  Mr.  Maclean.) — Where  did  you  fin( 
this  pamphlet  .'^This  pamphlet  I  found  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Solicitor  Generni.—Th'iB  pamphlet  con-] tains  the  proceedings  of  the  Corrcspojtdiiigj 
Society  of  the  27th  of  March,  and  of  the  50» 
ciety  for  Constitutional  Inforioaliun  of  the 
5t8th  of  March,  1794.  There  is  an  address  lo 

Muir,  Palmer,  Skirvin^  and  Margarot,  con* 
tained  in  the  proceedings  of  the  29th  of 
March. 

[The  pamphlet  was  read.] 

[Vide  Uardy's  Trial,  anU,  Vol.  S4.  pages  561 
to  563, and  566  to  573.] 

Mr.   William  Sharye  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Xaw. 

You  were  a  member  of  the  Constitutionalj 

Society  I  believe? — Yes. 
Do  you  know  at  what  time  you  were  elccW 

edf — I  beUcve  about  two  years  and  a 

ago- By  whom  were  you  propo^  ? — I  cannot recollect. 

Have  the  goodneu  lo  try  to  iecv.VVw:\l— \ 
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was  told  from  the  books  that  Bfr.  Horne 
Tooke  proposed  me ;  but  I  never  knew  it  per- 
sonally. 

Mr.  Tookc. — It  was  so. 
Mr.  Law. — Did  you  continue  to  attend  afler 

the  time  of  your  first  election  down  to  May, 
1794  f_At  different  times. 
Do  you  recollect  being  present  on  the  88th 

of  March,  1794,  when  a  letter  was  received 
by  the  Constitutional  Society,  from  the  Cor- 

responding Society,  respcctmg  the  necessity 
of  formiog  a  convention  of  the  people  f — Not 
haviiie  made  memorandums  of  dates,  I  6nd  a 
diiBciuty  in  recollecting;  I  remember  some- 

thing to  that  purpose. 
You  were  present  when  a  letter  of  that 

sort  came  from  the  Corresponding  Society  ? — 
Yes. 

Did  your  society  concur  with  them  in  the 
proposed  resolution  ? — I  believe  they  did. 
Were  you  present  afterwards,  on  the  4th 

of  April,  1794  ? — If  you  name  what  was  done 
I  may  recollect. 
When  five  gentlemen  from  the  Correspond- 

ing Society,  came  to  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety as  delegates?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  an^  other  five  persons  of 
your  society  being  desired  to  be  nominated  to 
Toin  with  them  as  a  committee  ? — I  remember 
being  at  the  society  when  five  gentlemen 
were  there. 

VVhocame  frotn  the  Corresponding  society  ? —Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  the  five  per- 
sons ?— No ;  I  never  saw  them  before  in  my life. 

Was  there  any  body  appointed  by  your  so- 
ciety to  meet  them  as  a  committee  of  co- 

operation. Were  you  one  of  them? — I  was 
one ;  I  understood  it  as  a  committee  of  dele- 

gation. 
By  whom  were  you  proposed  ? — I  think  by 

Mr.  Home  Tooke. 
You  afterwards  met  ? — Yes. 
Did  you  propose  any  body  ? — No. 
Were  you  present  when  the  report  of  these 

delegates  was  made,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1794  f — I  believe  not;  I  do  not  remember. 

Were  you  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
of  correspon«lence? — I  was  one  of  the  dele- 

gates; that  is  all  that  I  understand. 
Appointed  on  that  day,  the  11th  of  April? — Yes. 

Was  there  besides  that,  a  committee  of 
correspondence?— That  I  cannot  tell;  I  was 
one  or  the  committee  of  delegation. 

Mr.  William  Sharpt. — Cross- eiamined  by 
Mr  Tooke. 

Mr.  Sharpe ;  the  gentlemen  who  have  called 
you  as  a  witoes^  appear  to  have  as  good  an 
Opinion  of  yuu  as  I  have.  It  is  said  that  I 
nominated  }ou  to  some  delegation:  do  you 
think  that  1  did  it  because  I  had  a  guod  opi- 

nion of  yi»u? — Yes. 
I  believe  you  have  often  heard  me  speak 

my  sentiments  upon  the   different  subjects 

that  have  been  lately  agitated  in  pofitia  f<— 
Yes. 

You  may,  or  may  not,  have  heard  me  at 
acme  time  or  other  say,  that  I  would  imtker 

be  Bovemed  by  St.  James's,  than  St  Giles'*  ̂  
— Yea;  I  remember  it  very  well. 

I  fancy  you  have  often  been  in  my  home? 

— ^Ycs. 

I  believe  our  acquaintance  first  besan  with 
the  wish  that  I  had,  that  you  shoiDd  teach 

my  two  daughters  to  engrave? — ^Yes. I  believe  you  have  assisted  them  in  that 

way?— I  have. 
You  have  been  very  constantly,  in  the  suio- 

mer  time,  I  suppose,  in  my  house?— Yes,  I 
have. 

You  have  worked  there  yourself? — I  have. 
You  have  engraved  much  there? — ^Yes. 
Possibly  you  can  tell  in  what  manner  I 

live,  and  how  my  family  is  ordered  and  di- 
rected ? — ^Yes. 

Perhaps  you  know  that  I  had  a  horse  in 
the  stable?— Yes. 

Do  you  ever  recollect  my  riding  out  upo» 
it?— Yes. 

Oflen  ? — No,  only  once  with  me. 
Once  in  two  years? — Yes. 
Did  I  ever  walk  outside  my  gate  ? — ^Yes. 
Often  ?— Very  seldom. 
How  often  do  you  believe  in  two  years  ?— 

I  do  not  believe  you  walked  out  above  twice. 
You  can  tell  whether  I  have  much  com- 

pany  in  the  week  ?— Very  little  in  the  week. 
How  was  I  employed  ?— Generally  in  your 

garden;  and,  when  in  doors,  you  was  em- 
ployed in  looking  over  old  books,  I  suppose 

for  your  great  work,  and  writing,  and  playing 
at  whist. 

Do  you  remember,  at  any  time,  my  receiv- 
ing an  anonymous  letter,  directed  to  me  from 

Ireland,  inclosing  a.  letter  to  Mr.  Paine  ? — 
Yes,  I  do. 

What  was  done  with  it  ?— Put  into  the  fire. 
Was  the  letter  to  Mr.  Paine  opened  ?— No, 

you  would  not  open  it ;  it  being  an  anonym 
mous  letter,  you  told  me  to  witness  that  you 
put  it  into  the  fire  without  opening  it. 

Can  ̂ ou  recollect  on  the  15th  of  May,  the 
day  before  I  was  appreheuded,  where  you 
dined  ?— Yes,  in  Spital-square. 

Can  you  recollect  any  particular  circum- 
stance tliat  passed  there  at  the  dinner?— Yes, 

there  was  a  conversation  about  a  letter  from 

Mr.  Joyce  to  you,  which  I  understood  was  in- 
tercepted. 

Do  you  know  that  I  ever  received  any  letter 
from  Mr.  Joyce,  in  my  life?— You  said  you 
had  not  received  any. 

Vou  do  not  know  that  I  had?— I  do  not 
know  that  you  ever  did. 

Do  you  know  that  I  ever  wrote  him  one  in 
my  life? — You  are  very  backward  at  writing 
letters,  I  should  suppose  not. 

Were  you  informed  of  the  subject  of  that 
letter  ?— Yes,  that  letter  was  alluding  to  the 
Red  Book ;  there  were  to  be  extracts  made 

from  the  Red  Book,  of  the  sinecures  and  pen- 
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^Oilt  trbicli  Mr.  PUt  and  his  family  received  | 
torn  i' .     Mr  Joyce  culled  uix^n  mc  ; 
the  ii  1  WAS  taken  up,  and  told  oie  he 
}i/td  sent  A  idler  to  yini.  to  acquaint  you  that 
Ilardy  was  taken  up,  and  desired  you  to  be 
tmdy  ftl  Spttalhelds  on  Thursday  next,  with 
those  eitratts. 

Do  5011  recolltct  the  story  being  menliooed 
at  lh«  dinner,  and  consideru.b]y  laugbcd  ai? — 
it  was. 

Do  you  remember  one  expression  in  that 

►  1  "  Is  it  possible  to  be  ready  by 
f* — ^I  remember  that  was  talked  of 

recollect  the  interception  of  this  letter 
much  taJktd  of  at  that  dinner? — Yes. 

»ich  rf»ntiiiat'd  iht?  horrible  plot  of  taking 
Lfrom  the  Court  Calendar  a  list  of  large  »ine 

ilaces  and  pensions  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 

lily,  and  crc.itiirc*  ? — Yes.  | 
[r.  Tookr, — I  ask  thc^e  qvie^tions,  because  1 

believe  it  wj«s  for  thib  plot  that  I  was  ap-  I 
Ejhcnded  the  next  dny;  if  the  mierceptcd 

ler  i^  u»  court  have  1  u  right  to  ask  for  its 
"  icliiiij  ? 

Lcc«i  Chief  Justice  £yr<.-^If  tliere  is  a  Ict- 
which  I  j  m  the  bands  of  the  ulhcers  of  the 

that  appears  to  you  to  be  necessary  fur 
defence,  to  he  sure  you  may  call  upon 
lo  pruhice  it. 

Mr*  Ttntke.^l  mean  for  the  purpose  of  this 
-eiafniuation  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Etfre. — To  be  sure,  if 
have  it,  they  will  produce  it.     Is  it  a 

tier  from  Mr  Jovce,  buppo^ed  lo  be  inter- 

'.  Toake. — A  letter  from  Mr.  Joyce  tome, 
;h  WTH"   inJ«-irt  n(ed. 

Jjord  C  ce  Fyre. — That  is,   there 
a  ci  I  u  thdt  such  a  thmg  had 

ir.  Tvoke. — A  great  deal  more  than  that : 
I  am  informetf,  trora  preliy  good  aythontv, 
tlial  m.  letter  waa  iulerceplcd,  which  siiuuld 
have  come  by  tlie  po!»t  to  me,  on  the  VVed- 
Btaday  prevbous  to  my  apprehension ;  that 

I  produced  before  the  privy  cnuucii,  and 
jllie  nubiecl  of  very  sern<u5»  esamiiKilion  ; 
great  ;Jann,  antf  great  apprehensions, 
entertained  from  the  particular  way  of 

Wwf  iiiii  if  lur;  utjd  it  Is  lor  the  purpose 
t  idUon  that  I  wish  lo  have 

[The  letter  shown  to  the  witness.] 

Tooke. — Did  you  cirer  see  that  fetter 
I? — I  never  saw  U  before;  I  was  only 

of  It 

Were  you  euimined  to  the  sub&taDce  of 

t2ut  '  the  privy  council  ? — No, 
>'  jue^tion<»  aiked  you  in  the  privy 

couiKii,  iMd^uve  to  tbat  letter  ? — No,  but  ilie 
substance  of  it  confirms  what  Mr.  Joyce  said 
to  me. 

Mr*  TooAe.— May  this  tetter  be  read  ? 
Mr.  Xor, — It  comes  to  your  evidence r  I>o 

jrott  kikiw  the  baiid-wiilh^  of  that  letter  f-^ 
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No,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  Mr.Joyce*s hand-writing. 

Have  yon  f^een  him  write?— I  have. 
Mr.  7 wi/rr. — Were  you  sometimes  at  tJic 

society  for  C  on^titutional  Intormatton^  when 
I  have  been  present? — Yes,  often. 

Hiive  )ou  olte4i  gune  with  me  in  my  chaise 
lo  Wimhledoiu  from  thai  t»i>ciety  ?— Yes* 

At  what  iUTie  did  we  Ireqiieutly  leave  that 

society  ? — During  the  husine.vs  of  the  Scotch 
Convention,  we  wcul  early,  we  went  at  the 

beginning,  becaiivc  you  dtd  nut  like  to  stay 
when  that  nidttrr  Wii«  before  the  society;  at 
other  iiiiie>!  we  hitve  frequently  sbiid  Ute, 
somefntir^  till  «en  o'clock,  at  other  times  W€ 
have  come  away  early 

Mr  Law  ̂ Mt  Tooke*  you  may  have  the 
letter  read  Dow,  if  It  is  to  answer  any  pur- 

pose. 

Mr.  Taoke.—l  desire  to  have  it  read. 

[The  Letter  was  read.]  ^^^H 

'*  Dear  Citizen ; — This  morning,  at  $S^^ 
o'clock,  cilixrn  llurdy  was  taken  away,  by 
order  from  the  secretary  of  Maic*s  office :  they 
seiied  every  thing  ihey  could  l.iy  hands  on.*-^ 
Query,  U  tl  possible  to  get  ready  by  Thurs- 

day? Your'b,  J.  JoTca.*' 
Addressed,  "  J.  H.  Tooke,  esq." 

Mr.  Tooke. — Do  you  know,  by  conversation 
with  Mr.  Joyce,  whjit  it  was  I  was  to  be  ready 
with  by  Thursday?-  The  extracts  frum  the 
Red  Buok,  vi  the  emoluments  that  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  f^tmily  derived  twin  ttie  public, 

Li>rd  Chief  Justice  £yr*!. — ^who  was  to 
make  those  extracts? — Mri  Tooke  wa^  to  make 

the  exlrai  t*i. 
Mr.  /tjo/cr,— In  your  passage  lo  dine  atMr. 

Pearson**,  in  S  pi  til-square,  did  you  see  any 
light  horse?  — Yes,  I  saw  the  last  pa?»s  the 
wnidow ;  I  was  told  there  were  some  hglit 
horse ;  I  looked  through,  and  saw  the  last. 

Was  it  understood,  or  had  you  any  reason 

to  suppose,  that  these  light  horse  were  sent       J 
in  cousequciice  of  the  interception  of  this  let-       I 
tcr,  conlHininp  this  horrid  treason? — I  under- 
slootl  so,  thut  ihe  army  wa.^  out. 

I^rd  Chief  Justice  Kyre. — What  reason  had 
you  to  understand  that  ?— A  person  came  and 
told  me,  th;it  there  went  to  .Spitalfields  some 
light  horse  that  day.  1  inquired  ol  a  miUtary 

I  gentleman,  a  day  or  two  ttlier,  and  he  said 
I  there  was  an  order  came  the  night  before,  for 
them  to  be  there. 

Mr.  Tooke- — Do  you  know,  of  your  own 
knowledge,  that  for  the  two  year"*  U»t  past  I 
was  always  very  denimus  that  nuthljtg  should       J 
be  done  at  ttie  society ,  thai  nothing  iinpor-       I 
tant  should  he  done^ — I  cannot  tell. 

Do  you  know,  of  your  own  ktiowJ*  dge,  that 
1  wa!>  drMroui  ot  very  long  adjournments  ?— 

\  Yes,  i  heard  persona  ctjiit;  bun  aKaiuat  long 
I  adjournment*;  and  \  md  -t^iuud  you  waa  tha 
I  person  complained  d^i-iiivi. 

:  Do  you  know  liiat'l  wished  lo  Stay  af  litini#« I  and  not  U)  go  fr«<iD«oUy  to  Loiidwi^¥»M I 
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always  expressed  a  Irish  of  living  in  your 
garden ;  you  said  you  did  not  care  wlieiher 
you  ever  we«t  out 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  me  wish  for  an  act 
of  parliament,  to  make  it  death  for  me  ever 
to  go  out  ? — I  have  heard  that 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  club  that  dined 
before  we  met?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  any  thing  secret  passing 
there?— No.    Vistlors  were  Emitted  there. 

Have  you  read  the  reports  of  the  secret 
committees  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament? 
—No. 

Did  you  ever  see  or  know  of  the  trans- 
actions of  distant  societies  in  the  country,  or 

in  London?— No. 
Did  you  ever  read  all  the  papers  or  trans- 

actions of  the  society  to  which  you  belonged? —No. 

Do  you  remember  any  other  person  ever 
f lying  themselves  the  trouble  to  read  what 
ad  passed  ?— No,  I  do  not. 
Have  I  ever,  when  I  have  quitted  the  so- 

dety  earl^',  spoken  to  you,  or  to  others  in 
^r  hearmg,  to  request  them  to  obtain  ad> 
joumments  of  the  society,  when  I  coald  not 

slay  for  the  purpose  mjrself? — I  cannot  be  po- 
sitive, but  I  rememlier  something  of  that 

sort 
Were  all  the  members  of  the  society  for 

Constitutional  Information,  at  least  when  you 
met  them,  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  P — 
No. 

Did  they  fremiently  debate  and  contradict 
each  otlier  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  ever  remember  any  such  thing  as 
a  secret  committee  in  that  society? — No, 
>lievor. 

Can  you  recollect  frequent  mention  being 
made  of  correspondents  in  different  places, 
wImi  there  were  none? — Yes,  I  remember 
iMtriog  ioking  about  that. 

In  Ireland,  France,  and  Scotland ;  do  you 
remember  committees  of  correspondence  be- 
iogappointed  frequently ?— Yes. 
Do  you  remember  their  meeting? — I  do 

Tou  were  of  a  committee  of  correspondence 
€BGe  or  twice  ? — I  do  not  know  only  this  last 
one;  I  never  met  any  but  this  last  one. 

Do  you  recollect  any  reason  being  given, 
why  you  were  nominated  by  me  to  be  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence? — I  understood 
you  had  a  good  opinion  of  me. 

Do  you  recollect  what  my  opinions  were 
relative  to  universal  suffrage?— O  yes,  you 
were  a^inst  it,  sir. 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  hard  upon  me  to  be  com- 
pelled, in  order  to  get  at  the  facts,  to  ask,  in 

this  cross-examination,  ^  if  I  thought  these 
things  were  crimes;  I  think  them  not,  but  I 
put  the  facts  from  myself,  that  I  may  not 
nave  to  encounter  the  abilities  of  the  attorney 
and  solicitor-general,  who  perhaps  will  prove 
these  things  to  be  crimte;  otherwise,  in  my 
own  mind,  I  think  them  to  be  no  crimes. 
Have  you  ever  heard  me  say  any  thing  against 

DM  9fJohn  Hornt  Toohe 

[»» 

the  constitutioh  of  thb  country,  By  King^ 
Lords^  and  Commons? — ^Never,  you  always 
spoke  for  it. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  I  was  for  sending 
delegates  to  the  British  Convention^  in  Scot- 

land, or  not  P — I  cannot  tell,  for  I  came  in 
late  that  night  that  it  was  proposed. 
Do  you  recollect  any  dispute  upon  that 

subject  between  me  and  any  body  else? — I 
cannot  remember. 

Did  you,  at  any  time  in  the  year  1793,  re- 
ceive letters  full  of  inquiries,  whether  I  was 

not  bribed  and  pensioned  by  the  court?— I 
received  letters  from  the  country,  tlesiring  to 
know  from  me,  being  intimate  with  you,  whe- 

ther the  reports  were  true,  that  you  were! 
bribed,  that  you  had  a  pension  from  the 
court,  that  you  had  deserted  the  cause  of  li- 

berty, they  wanted  to  know  from  me. 
Do  you  know  what  was  the  reason  of  sucb 

a  report?— On  account  of  your  opposing  the 
business  of  the  Scotch  Convention. 

Do  you  recollect  the  letter  which  I  wrote 
for  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Sinclair f — I  do  not remember  that 

Can  you  remember  whether  I  distinguished 
between  assisting  a  man  to  do  a  thing,  and 
assisting  him  af\er  he  had  done  what  I  dis- 

liked, because  he  was  unfortunate? — Yes,  that 
I  remember  very  well. 

You  have  dined  at  my  house  I  believe  some- 
times on  a  Sunday  ? — Yes. 

What  was  ray  custom,  with  regard  to  my 
Sunday  ? — Why,  your  employments  were  as 
usuul  on  the  other  days,  except  your  having 
friends  to  dinner. 

Had  I  always  company  on  a  Sunday?— Generally. 

At  what  time  did  thty  usually  come  ? — I 
believe  between  the  hours  of  two  and  four. 

About  what  time  did  they  usually  go  ?—i 
Some  went  at  six,  others  at  seven  or  eight o'clock. 

Was  all  the  conversation  open  and  public  ? 
—Yes. 

Did  any  friend  of  mine  bring  any  body  he 
pleased,  whether  I  knew  him  or  not  f— Some 
did. 

Did  you  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  do 
so  ? — Yes,  and  made  use  of  that  liberty. 

Did  any  dangerous  or  improper  conversa* 
tion,  as  far  as  you  know,  ever  pass  at  my 
table?— I  do  not  remember  any;  it  was  all 
the  usual  conversation  that  passes  at  other tables. 

You  have  dined  with  me  often  upon  a  Sun- 
day, with  numbers  of  other  persons,  both  po- 

litical persons,  and  persons  who  did  not  trou- 
ble their  heads  witli  politics,  I  believe? — 

Yes. 
Have  you  ever  heard  me  say  that  if  there 

was  trouble  in  this  country  I  supposed  my- 
self should  be  one  of  the  first  victims  ?— 

Often. 
.  Have  you  ever  heard  me  give  thu  rettoa 
why  I  thought  so?— Yes;  because  JOQ  vrdukl 
oppose  any  mischievous  characters. 
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^id  ic  because  I  bsve  already  opposed  all 
yirtieff — Ye$;  I  remember  your  making  use 
of  some  ttrong  expressions,  that  if  you  was 
csecm«)  by  all  the  world ,  what  you  con- 
c^vri!  T  i  l.c  your  duty  you  should  do, 

Uneat  the  meeting  of  the  annu 
ii  fic«dof  May,  1794?— Yes. 

i   ji       :i  rt'collect  the  substance  of  what  I 

t\(i.   -,,,<]  * — No;  I  only  caught  a  word  or 
t«o,  btiixig  at  the  bottom  of  the  room. 

Du!  yi>ii  hear  at  the  bottom  of  the  room 
*  warning  to  the  company  not  to 

ij  object  of  their  censure? — I  did "-r  It. 

.  au  remember  that  I  was  myself  pretty 
•      ̂ ••— !   ut  that  meeting?— I  only 

,iade  an  aristocratic  speech, 
._,  .  '^...^.  Justice  Eifre. — Was  llrnt  the 

CQOirenatJoD  in  the  room? — Yes;  coDversa> 
taon  in  the  room,  and  afterwards. 

Mr,  T<»o*r,— Was  it  a  difficult  mailer  to  be 

•Anltted  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
illtcitiofisl  luformation? — No;  a  very  easy 

Wcr»  there  many  refused,  who  were  willing 
10  he  meniberst  in  the  course  of  the  two  years 
th«t  you  were  a  member? — Very  few  as  I 
nseollect. 

Wa5  '  -T:~!;4bly  diligent,  or  remarkably 
carelc^  i  e  business  of  that  society  ? — 
I  iJbouj^i..  j^u  ,vas  cifcless. 

Do  yiH*  believe  that  the  professions  which 
I  mAde  for  a  Reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 

muD%^  >n  the  method  of  election,  were  a  prc- 
lett.  Of  my  real  sendracnls? — Your  real  sen- 
timeuU, 

Hare  you  any  strong  reason  to  believe  so? 
—I  have  great  reason  to  believe  so;  you  said 
every  thing  would  be  rieht  if  the  Commons 
Hmite  was  scttlid  according  to  the  principles 
at  the  Revolution. 

lla\  ^on  to  believe  that  I  preferred 
ib%  gi  ;  of  England  to  the  govern' 
acot  o.    i  ........  ? — You  preferred  it  because 
yob  liked  it  yourself. 

You  do  Dot  know  to  what  degree  I  liked  it? —No. 

Were  ymi  ever  taken  into  custody  ?— Yes, 
hff  a  persoo  with  a  warrant  from  the  secretary 
ofiialr. 

W^tt  w»5  Ihccause?—!  do  not  know;  it 

wii  aid  "  treasonable  practices." 
Were  you  alone  in  custody  f— Yes. 
What  did  you  suppose  to  be  the  object  of 

the  liociery  for  Constitutional  Information? — 
A  ParlianientaiT  Reform. 

^  Did  you  lliink  they  had  any  other  object  in 
•Ww?— No;  the  name  expressed  the  object : 
I  understood  so. 

Did  you  tlunk  any  of  the  members  intended 
la uae  force ? — No:  I  never  saw  any  thine  of 

the  kifkd  ^ 

tM  you  any  reason  to  suspect  that  of  any 
jbcra? — ^No. 

.-ver  the  subject  of  conversation 
of  the  members  ? — No. 
you  were  of  the  committee  of  co- 

operation  ?— T  really  do  not  know,  ilicrc  ar* 
so  maiiy  names. 

You  were  to  co-operate  with  some  of  tht 
members  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  tO' 
co-operate,  it  says  in  some  of  the  papers,  for  « 

great  end— What  was  the  great  end  f— A  par* 
uamentary  reform. 

Did  I  ever  attend  any  of  those  committoei  f>" 

—No. 

Do  you  remember  at  any  time  any  of  thoa 
associated  members  (I  think  they  arc  calle«i^-^ 
from  the  societies  at  SheflReld,  at  Norwich^ 
and  other  places,  ever  atirnding  the  Society: 
for  Constitutional  Information?— No,  I  do  uiOii 
remember. 

Their  names  were  put  in  the  book,  but  you 
do  not  recollect  tlial  ihcy  ever  attended  ?- 
No  ;  I  paid  so  little  attention  sometimes. 

Do  you  recollect  a  hundred  thoiiLJi;ind  copies 
of  something  (I  do  not  know  what)  being  or- 

dered to  be  distributed  among  the  corrcspon* 
dents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ?— 1  r©« 
member  hearing  of  such  a  circum-stauce. 

Did  you  ever  see  any  of  Ihcm  ?— No. 
Then  you  do  not  know  thai  ibey  were  ever 

printed  ?— No. 
Do  you  think  they  were  printed  ?— I  should 

suppose  not. 
llow  much  money  do  you  think  a  hundred 

thousand  copies  of  a  sheet*  full  would  cost?—! 
I  cannot  say. 

I  believe'  you  have  some  peculiar  ways  ofi< 
thinkingof  reUgionof  yourown  ?— I  bavemj own  ways. 

I  do  not  want  lo  inquire  into  them  *,  but  did  j 
you  ever  hear  me  consent  to  any  attack  upon 
any  e«>tablishment  •  of  this  country,  rehgiom 
or  civil  ? — Never. 

Have  you  notalways  heard  me  &peak  again! 
dissenters  of  every  kmd,  civil  and  religiousj-^ 

*  At  a  subsequent  period  Home  Ti>oke  thi 
expressed  himself: 
"Reform!  God  forbid.    I  tremble  at  the^ 

very  name  of  reform.    The  Scotch  and  th< 

English  lawyer  in  conjunction,— -and — witlii 
botb  the  Indies  in  their  patronage,  point 
the  Eccc  Homo  witli  a  sneer  ;  and  insultioglj 

bid  us—*  Behold  the  fate  of  a  reformer  !' 
'*  No,  With  our  eyes  open  to  the  condition 

ofthcmall,you  know  that  your  friend  Bosvillej 
and  1  have  entered  into  a  strict  engagement^ 
to  belong  for  ever  to  the  established  goveri 
ment,  to  the  establbhed  church,  and  to  the 

eatahlished  lan^age  of  our  country:  becaua 
they  are  established.  Establish  what  yt 
please ;  Do  but  establish ;  and,  whilst  thi 
estabUshment  shall  last,  we  shall  be  perfecllj 

convinced  of  its  propriety."  Ei^ia  rirtfoirT* 
part  %  p.  490  4to  ed.  of  1805. 

t "  Mr.  Home  Tooke  wasa  great  stickler  fo 
the  church  of  England.  Noteven  the  mitr< 
Horsley  himself  ever  stood  up  with  greati 
zeal  for  its  rights  and  privileges  than  he  di< 
on  all  occasions  when  they  were  indiscreetJj 

questioned." 
"  Descantiag  oi\  l\uftSu\>iec\ox\ft  <ia^^^TOi 
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^  I  do  not  confine  it ;  have  you  not  con* 
stantly  and  perpetually  heard  me  defending 
tvtty  establishmoDt  of  the  country  strenu- 
0U8ly»  aeainst  those  who  opposed  it  ?— Yes ; 
your  on^  object  was  a  reform  in  the  Com- 

mons House  of  Parliament— and  I  understand 
you  thought  that  every  thing  would  be  right 
if  that  was  obtained. 

Did  you  suppose  me  a  great  bigot  for  the 
church  of  England,  or  any  other  church  ?— 
No ;  I  thought  you  had  no  religion  at  all. 

Do  you  mean,  by  havine  no  religion  at  all, 
that  I  had  no  preference  r—No  preference? 
that  you  were  for  letting  every  body  ei\joy 
their  own. 

But  you  do  not  suppose  I  would  eat  little 
children  without  being  dressed  P— No. 

What  was  your  subscription  to  the  Society 
lor  Constitutional  Information  ? — A  guinea  a 

year. 
If  any  expenses  had  been  incurred  besides 

the  guinea  that  you  subscribed,  should  you 
have  thought  yourself  answerable  for  them  ? ^No. 

If  any  member  had  done  any  act  without 
your  concurring,  and  beins  a  party  in  it,  should 
yOu  have  thought  yourself  answerable? — No. 

Then  if  I  was  guilty  of  treason,  you  would 
not  have  thought  yourself  liable,  as  a  member 
of  that  society,  to  be  apprehended  for  treason- 

able practices — that  is,  till  you  were  appre- 
hended ?— No. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  a  society  as  the 
Lumber  Troop?— I  have 
Were  you  a  member  of  it  ? — Never. 
Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  first  of  their  re- 

gulations i^,  that  every  member  of  that  so- 
ciety  has  permission  to  knock  down  any 
bailiff,  constable,  or  watchman  he  pleases  ? — 
No,  1  never  did. 

Mr  Tooke, — I  did  not  mean  to  raise  a  laugh, 
roy  lord,  I  only  meant  to  show  the  danger 
these  gentlemen  run. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.—^I  did  not  object  to 
a  great  deal  of  this  examination. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — A  great  deal  of 
H,  though  not  quite  strictly  correct,  certainly 
goes  materially  to  the  defence. 

Mr.  Christopher  Hull  sworn. — Examined 
by  Mr.  G arrow. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  ?— Yes. 

From  what  time  were  you  a  member  ? — I 
do  not  immediately  recollect ;  I  believe  from 
some  time  about  the  year  1791. 

house,  a  clergyman,  who  happened  to  be  pre- 
sent, whispered  to  me,  *  that  he  was  extremely 

*  glad  he  had  dined  in  company  with   Mr. 
*  Tooke,  for  he  had  always  been  given  to  un- 
'  derstand  that  he  was  disaffected  both  in  re- 
*  spect  to  Church  and  Sute ;  but  now  he 
'  would  return  home  fully  convinced,  that,there 
*  was  not  a  more  loval  subject  or  a  more  or- 
'  thodox  divine,  witnin  tlie  dominions  of  the 
<  king  of  England.''   Stephens's  life  of  Home 
TooAe,  Vol  g,p.  477. 

Trial  i^fJohn  Home  Tooke  p5# 

Have  you  continued  so  till  the  present- 
time  ?— I  have  continued  a  member  till  the 
present  moment. 

Were  you  present  at  a  meeting  on  the  Slat 
of  March  last?— I  cannot  tell;  f  do  not  re- 

collect any  date  whatever. 
Do  vou  remember  being  present  at  toy 

time  when  a^  report  was  made  from  a  C<mk- 
mittec  of  Correspondence  ?~No,  I  was  noL 

Were  you  present  at  the  appointment  of 
any  committee? — I  do  not  recollect. 

Have  you  ever  heard  of  »  committee  called 
a  Committee  of  Conference?— I  do  not  recol- 

lect to  have  heard  of  it  till  this  moment.- 
Have  you  heard  of  a  committee  of  corres- 

pondence ?— Yes,  I  believe  I  have.  Behn  you 
go  on  sir,  I  wish  to  know  what  that  committee 
of  correspondence  was ;  if  ft  is  the  committee 
for  which  these  gentlemen  are  indicted,  I 
never  heard  of  it  tiii  I  saw  it  in  the  indicW 
ment. 

I  know  no  other  description  of  it  than  a 
committee  of  correspondence  ?— I  do  not  know 
whether  I  heard  of  that  committtee  in  the society. 

Were  you  present  at  any  meeting  of  the 
society  when  anv  committee  was  appointed 
for  any  purpose  ?— I  do  not  recollect  tmU  ever 
I  was,  e3ccept  one  I  was  upon. 

For  what  purpose  was  that  committee  ap-> 
pointed  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

How  long  ago  ?— I  cannot  tell ;  it  might  be 
about  the  year  1798.  I  have  seen  the  report, 
and  I  believe  I  heard  it  before  the  privy 
council. 
Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 

Joyce  ? — Yes. 
Do  you  remember  being  present  at  any 

meeting  in  the  month  of  April,  recently,  be- 
fore ^ou  were  examined  before  the  privy 

council— being  present  at  any  meeting  when 
Joyce  was  in  the  chair  ? — I  recollect  Mr.  Jovce 
in  the  chair  at  the  dinner ;  I  do  not  recollect 
him  in  the  chair  at  any  meeting  of  the  society. 

I  asked  you  whether  you  were  present  at 

any  time  when  any  committee  which  had* 
been  previously  appointed  made  a  report? — I 
do  not  remember  being  present  wncn  any 
committee  made  any  report^  nor  I  do  not  be- 

lieve I  was. 

Nor  being .  present  when  any  report  ̂ *as 
read  ? — No,  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Do  you  recollect  proposing  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Dubarry  to  be  a  member  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  remember  when  thai  was  ? — No,  i 
do  not. 

Mr.  Garrow. — As  you  cannot  recollect  any 
dates,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  any  more 

questions. Mr.  Solicitor  General  (to  Mr.  fMUSun)—' 
Where  did  you  find  this  paper  ? — I  found  this- 

paper  in  Mr.  Hardy's  house. 
[Extracts  were  read  from  the  Report  of  the 

Committee  of  Constitution  of  tne  LondoB 

Corresponding  Society. — ^No  date.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti,  Vol.  94,  page  ATS.] 



fir  mgi 
Mr  5Wr-»^^  ̂ ^«^^../...Therc  b  no  dale  to 

II  just  read,  aod  I 
of  It  any  otherwise 

by  ihc  iiinc  when  the  comniittj^c  were 
nntrd. 

'eli) — Will  v<JU  say  where  you 
f  r  ?— ,1  (vuiid  it  ill  the  desk  of 
Xlr,  lUrdy. 

Mr.  tSWiri/dr  General. — ^This  is  the  uppoinl- 
i<  "      '    "     '        '  .11  to  he  a  deh?{»ate 
i  iriiig  this  coDslilu- 
liWi#  .     tiiUi-'l  -en   .>  _rij,,  ui      i^prjl,   1792. 

[It  wa^  read,] 

[Hai^  Harder**  Triiil,  ami.  Vol.  34,  page  575.] 

Mr.  Solkkvr  GeaeraL  —We  shall  now  read 
«  IvUer  to  the  people  ni  France,  from  :Mr 
PuiK?,  which  wus  (»rmlrd  by  Ihc  London  Cor- 
ne9|iof»  ̂ fi*  Sin\y\^  ;  ,uul  ul  whlch  your  lord- 
Aiv   !  lett  they   sent  ;wu   Itundred 
C5Cl>it^-  ri^tiiutionul  Society. 

f  jirn»f//.^~Did  yoii  find  this  paper 

'.  ? — This  I  ibuud*  io  Mr  IJardy's 

:nfls  Paine  to  the  ]>eopTc  of 
liedunri  distrihuled,  gr.iti^  hy 

offcj-pouding  Sociel^v,  dated 
ber  !J5th,  first  year  ot^Jic  He- 

(rSdlt  lUnJy*»  Trial,  anii.  Vol.  24,  p.  495.) 

lir.  Attorney  GineraL — My  lord»  we  tuive 
BQwdoaed  our  case  on  the  part  ot  the  prose- 

!-"'■ 

^ 

Thamm  Enkine  [afterwards  lord 
Erskinc] ;  —  GenlJeraen    of  the  | 
'  urelhe^itnalion  in  which 

^tnod  ii[>  lu  utldress  my- 
>  iu  un>  [tUcc,  with  that  which  I 
— ithcn  I  redtcl  upon  the  emo- 

U^...^       J  at  ihsit  time  ahnost  weighed  and 
fMbCtl  ma  down  into  the  earth,  wtth  those 
vhicU  at  this  mun^ent  animiite  and  support 
n>e,  I  icafcciy  know  Uuw  it»  bear  myself,  or 
in  v?i2t  muTuier  to  conduct  my  cause, 

-OiMlemeiit  upon  the  imt  trial, 
-il,  but  firiivlyaiKl  ably  sup* 

my    hoDouruliic,    c\r   llr?nt,    and 
nd,  wliosc  ̂ s^i^Lul':€  I    uil  have^ — 

[Htxt  Mr,  Krskine  was  inlcrrnptcd  by  the 
Pfiivr-  rii  uii-  by  somr  workmen,  which 
tl  1  (lered  lo  be  stopl ;  this  hav- 
tu^  ne,  he  proceeded,] 

Cktitlemrn,  i  am  too  mudi  used  to  public 
-  •    » -     •  •'!  -';^-.  -• '-'-d  by  any  of  these 

!» 1  nm  rather  cbd 

to 
itid 

liud  bj  liiia  exvclieut  iriciid, 

who  BOW  9it6  by  me ;  •  yet,  under  eircum* 
stances  of  distress  and  agitution,  wliich 
assistance  cnuld  remove,  and  which  I  eTci 
now  trennble  to  look  back  upon — I  appeal 
in  this  place  as  the  representative  of  a  pooij 
luwiy,  und  obscure  mechiuiic,  known  onli 
of  course,  tu  i>€TSnns  in  equal  obscurity  witl 
himself;  yet,  in  his  nnrae  and  person,  had 
beiir  itp  Hsainst  a  pressure  with  which  no  ad* 

vocate  in  llngland  ever  before  had  to  content" for  the  most  favounnl  or  powerful   5ubjc< 
1  had  to  contend,  in  the  first  place,  again! 
the  va*t  and  extensive— but,  after  the  verdict 
which  has   been   given,  I  will   not   s;ty  the 
cruithinq  inlluence  of  the  crown,   1    had  to 
struggle,  from   the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
w  ith  that  deep  and  solid  interest  which  every 
good  subject  takes,  and  ought  to  take  In  the 
life  of  the  chief  magistrate  a|jpoiiiled  to  cx« 
cote  the  laws,  and  who>c  satcty  is  so  ins 
parubly  connected  with  the  general  happiness, 
and  the  slabilily  of  the  government.     I  had 
farther    to    contend  vuth    an   interest   more 

powerful  and  energetic— with  that  iieiHruJic, 
and  benevolent  interest,  founded  up»4i  utfcc-^ 

lion  for  the  king's  person,  which  ha*-  ̂ o  lon[" heen,  arid,  I  trust,  ever  will  remain  the  chj 
ractcrislie  of  Englishmen.    These  f  reposse? 
sions,  just  in  themselves,  hut  connected  wi( 

dangerous  partialities,    would,   at  antf  t'tmi have  been    suflicieatly  lormitlahle ;    but 
what  season  had  I  to  contend  with  them? 
had  to  contend  with  them  when  a  cloud 

prcjudif  es  covered  every  person  whose  nan 
could  l>e   mentmncd   or  lhou*:hl  of  in   tlu 

course  of   my  defence — prejurhces  not  onll 
propagated  by  honest,  thouj^ii   (iiisliiken  ze« 
nut  fomented  in  other  quarters  by  wickedi 
beyimd  the  power  of  language  to  express 
and  nil  directed  against  the  societies  of  whicl 
Ihc    prisoners   were  members;   vnhf  tHcaut 
thetf  hud  prfsumr.d  ttt  do  wtuU  tho%t  uho  pro* 
iecuttd    thtm    had  done  Infore    thtm  in  olhi 
times  ;  nitdfnwi  the  doitifi    of  whkh  thetf  hat 
rtihed  their  foitunr*^    and  ncquired  tht 

power  lo  prosecute  and  to  oppte%t. 
I  had  to  contend  too  witn  all  this  in  a  mt 

fearful  &eaH)n  ;  when  the  light  and  humanity,^ 
even  of  an  English  public,  was  with   no  ce 
tainty  to  he  reckoned  on — when  the  face 
the  earth  was  drawn  into  convulsions — whc 
bad  men  were  trembling  for  what  otighi  t< 
follow,  and  o:oi>d  men  for  what  ought  not— 
and  when  idl  the  principles  of  our  free  con* 
stitution,  under  the  dominion  of  a  delusivt 
or    wickedly  infused   terror,    seemed  to 
trampled  under  foot.    Gentlemen,  when  w< 
reflect,  however,  upon  the   sound  princinle 
of  the  law  of  England,  and  the  exalted  lit! 

tory  of  its  justice,  I  mij^ht,  under  other  cir-* cumstances,  have  looked  even  those  dani^rrs 

in  the  face.     There  would  have  still  r-----,    1 
that  which  is  paramouDt  to  the  or  i 
and  the  corrector  of  its  abuses  :— li.^..    ..    .J 

*  Mr.  Gibbs,  now  [I«I8J  lord  clueM^'^*" 
of  Ihc  Court  q(  Cc»mmou  Flca^. 
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still  havo  remained  that  greaf  tnbimaU  nked 
by  the  wisdom  of  our  anceslon,  for  the  sup- 

.port  of  the  people**  rights; — that  tribunal which  has  made  the  la«r  itself,  and  which  has 
given  me  i/ou  to  look  at-*thaA  tribunal,  wbich» 
from  age  to  age,  has  been  the  champioa  of 
pubhc  liberty,  and  which  has  so  lone,  and  so 
oflen  been  planted  before  it  as  a  shield  in  the 
day  of  trouble.  But  lookins  to  that  ouarter, 
^instead  of  this  friendly  shield  of  the  sub- 

ject, I  found  a  sharp  and  destroying  sword 
i<i  the  hand  of  an  enemy :  the  feotecti no 
Commons  was  itself  the  AccuSBm  of   kt 
CLIENT,  AND  ACTED  AS  A  SOLICITOE  TO  FEE- 
PARE  TUB   VBET     nniEFS    FOR    THE     PEOSECU- 

TioN.  I  am  not  making  complaints,  but 
stating  the  facts  as  they  eiisted.  The  very 
briefs,  I  say,  without  which  my  learned 
friends  (as  they  themselves  agree)  could  not 
have  travelled  through  the  cause,  were  pre« 
pared  by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain!—, 
came  before  the  jury  stamped  with  all  its  in- 

fluence and  authority,  preceded  by  proclama- 
tions, and  the  publications  of  autnoritative 

reports,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  that 
the  influence  of  the  prejudgment  might  be 
co-extcnsive  with  the  island. 

I  had,  therefore,  to  contend  with  an  im- 
peachment, without  the  justice  belonging^  to 

such  a  proceeding.— When  a  subject  is  im- 
peached by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  he 

IS  not  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  country;  whjr  ?— 
because  the  benevolent  institutions  of  our 
wise  forefathers  forbad  it.  They  considered, 
tliat,  when  the  Commons  were  the  accusers, 
llie  jury  were  the  accusers  also. — ^They  conu- 
dered  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  and  the 
Commons  at  large,  to  be  one  and  the  same 
thing,  tliough  one  would  think,  from  the  pro- 

ceedings in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  and 
every  thing  connected  with  them,  that  they 
had  no  connexion  with  one  another ;  but  that 
on  the  contrary,  the  House  of  Commons 
was  holding  out  a  siege  against  its  constitu- 

ents, and  supporting  its  authority  against  the 
prisilcscs  of  the  people,  whose  tepreseula- 
tives  Uiey  are  and  ought  to  be.  Upon  an 
impeachment,  besides,  the  Lords  in  Parlia- 

ment, upon  the  same  nrinciple,  form  a  cri- 
minal court  of  justice  for  all  the  subjects  of 

England.  A  common  man  is  not  forced  be- 
fore tliat  high  assembly,  but  fliet  to  U  for  re- 

fuge; because,  as  Mr.  Justice  Blackstonc 
well  expresses  it  *  all  the  rest  of  the  nation 
is  supposed,  by  the  law,  to  be  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  representatives.  But 
did  the  Lords  in  Parliament  stand  in  that  si- 

tuation in  the  case  of  the  prisoners  at  this 
bar?  Though  not  formally  arraigned  before 
tlie  great  men  of  the  realm,  could  they  look 
up  to  them  for  countenance  and  support? 
Gentlemen,  the  Lords  united  themselves  with 
the  Commons  in  the  accusation,  and,  like 
the  Commons,  prejudged  the  cause  by  the 
publication  of  reports,  which  contain  the 

whole  mass  all'  the  criminating  evidence. -  -      ■ 

•  4BlBck.Comm.36J. 

I  had,  besides  all  thia^  to  wade  tikromh  a 
mass  of  matter  beyond  the  reach  of  fanoiHa 
understanding  to  disentansle  or  comprabead, 
and  which  no  strength  of  body  could  com- 

municate if  uuderst(x>d ;  a  situation  to  ntw 
and  unparalleled  in  the  criminal  justice  of 
the  country,  that  the  judges  were  oblindto 
make  new  experiments  upon  our  legu  ea 
stitutbn,  to  invent  the  means  of  trial :  I  go 
•k)ng  with  the  decision  of  the  Court  at  to 
the  ̂ joumment,  though  I  waive  no  priTiln 
for  my  client ;  but  wi^t  shall  we  say  ona 
decision,  which  nothing  but  necessity  could 
have  justified,  yet  which  starts  up  for  the 
first  time  in  the  year  1794,  after  tna  cooiti^ 
tution  has  endured  for  so  many  centuriet ; 
and  which  biings  the  judges  of  the  land  in 
consultation  together,  to  consider  how  by 
device,  indulgence,  or  consent,  or  how  tf 
last,  by  the  compulsion  of  authoritj^,  th^ 
might  DC  able  to  deal  with  a  case,  which  had 
not  only  no  parallel,  but  nothing  even  aaao 
logous  to  it  in  the  records  or  traditions  of  our country  ? 

I  had  lastly  to  contend  with  all  that  amj 
of  ability  and  learning  which  is  now  before 
me,  though  with  this  consolation,  that  tho 
contention  was  with  honourable  men.  It  is 

the  glory  of  the  English  bar,  that  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  of  its  members  is 

no  mean  security  of  the  subject. 
When,  in  spite  of  all  this  mighty,  and 

seemingly  insuperable  pressure,  I  recollect 
that  an  humble  and  obsciu-e  individual  was 
not  merely  acquitted,  but  delivered  with 
triumph  from  the  dangers  which  surrounded 
him ;— when  I  call  to  mind  that  his  deliver- 

ance was  sealed  by  a  verdict,  not  obtained  by 
cabal,  or  legal  artifice,  but  supported  by  prin- 

ciples which  every  man  who  nas  a  heart  in 
his  bosom  must  approve,  and  which  accord- 

ingly HAS  obtained  the  most  marked  and  pub- 
lic approbation ;  when  I  consider  all  this— it 

raises  up  a  whirlwiufl  of  emotions  in  my 
mind,  which  none  but  ilt  who  rides  upon  the 
whirlwind  could  give  utterance  to  express. 
In  that  season  of  danger,  when  I  thought  a 
combination  of  circumstances  existed  which 
no  innocence  could  overcome,  and  having  no 
strength  of  my  own  to  rely  on,  I  could  only 
desire  to  place  the  jury  under  the  protection 
of  that  benevolent  Providence,  which  has  so 

long  peculiarly  watched  over  the  fortunes  of 
this  favoured  island  :  sincerely,  and  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  I  wished  that  a  verdict 
should  be  given,  such  as  a  jury  might  look  up 
to  God,  as  well  as  around  them  to  man,  when 
they  pronounced  it.  Gentlemen, that  verdict 
is  given ; — it  is  recorded,— and  the  honour 
and  justice  of  the  men  who,  as  the  instru- 

ments of  Providence,  pronounced  it,  are  re- 
corded, I  trust,  for  ever  along  with  it 

It  may  be  said  that  this  wa^  of  considenog 
the  subject  is  the  result  ot  a  warm  etrtbu* 
siastic  temper,  under  the  influence  of  a  leli- 
^ous  education,  and  it  may  be  8D-»but  then 
u  anotlicr  point  of  view  in  whkh  men  of  lil 
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'(IT  educated,  roiist  coosi- 
licr  IW  All  men  must  nzrce  in  runsidcriog 
Uie  decisioft  as  m  great  and  solid  advantage  to 
ibc  eouoliy,  because  they  mu^t  Ace  in  it  th«t 
•or  jfltdltltttkkiis  ane  sound.  Ail  men  must 

aclcBowtodge  that  no  cvrnl  could  lie  more  for- 
taMlP  tfaao  a  public  trial,  whicli  ha»  demon- 

■titled  thai  wc  hold  0'4r  lives,  and  every  thing 
foost  dear  to  us,  under  a  law  whicli  aulhios 
Ctn  Mpcnede ;  since  there  is  liitlc  IJicelJhoou 
Itel  iPQlt  will  desire  to  change  a  constituticm 
vfascli  to  thoroughly  protects  them.^And  be- 
fort  tilts  tmaac  h  over,  you  will  sec  that  ot> 
wtm  bts  ever  had  auy  such  di&posiiion. 

Ototlttuin^  mt  now  coroe  to  the  merits  of 
ike  CBMite  ttaetf ;  and  though,  it  I  were  my* 
nlT  at  the  bar»  instead  of  the  hMioarable 
ftodemao  who  is  arraigned  before  you,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  trouble  you  very  little 
IB  Djr  own  defence,  yet  I  oiean  to  pursue  oo 
xuch  course  as  the  advocate  of  otuebs.  i 
my  tfce  advocate  of  otusrS:  for  ray  client 
faast  forgive  me  if  1  almost  lose  sight  of  Aiji» 
in  the  determination  of  my  duties.  Indeed, 
I  can  hardly  find  him  out  in  the  n\ass  of  mat- 

ter whkh  has  been  read  to  you.  One  k 
to  search  for  iiim  through  the  pro^ 
^  and  with  difhculty  can  tind  his 
whilst  others,  to  whom  I  owe  a  siini- 

ItratlrAliot),  and  who  stand  behind  for  trial, 
■re  widaulitedly  implicated  in  part  of  tliat 
which  has  been  fruitlessly  read  again^^t  uiu. 
It  is  thb  aionc  which  obliges  me  at  all  to 

ider  the  quality  of  the  transactions  before 

and  lo  apply  them  to  the  law,  Ic&t  as- 
~  iacts  and  erroneous  doctrines  should 
ae  at  mnatker  time,  and  in  another  cha- 

^^  I,  touching  in  their  consequences  the 
aifeljr  af  the  other  prisoners,  and  of  the  whole 
ftmie  of  this  land. 

The  first  thm^  wc  have  to  consider  in  tliis, 
tt  hi  all  oUier  trials,  is,  the  nature  of  the  ac- 
falMMl — What  are  wc  here  about  ? — Fof  to 
ttj  the  truth, it  is  a  little  difficult  at  first  \4cw 
It  fiod  ̂ t  out.  It  Ls  the  gbry  of  the  English 
ll«,  tt?tt  it  re^uiret^^  even  in  the  commonest 
aam^ijbrtiart  in  a  case  of  bhQd)y  the  utmof^t 
|MtiBOB  of  cbar^,  and  a  prool  correspond- 
wa^  firectaei — hitting  die  bird  in  the  vwy 
<s[fa;  tIrictW  conformable,  not  merely  to  tbc 

sdMMiee  01  the  crime,  but'  to  the  accusing 

IjEt  as  sef     r       're,  what  the  charge  is — Whoi  I  iiour  to  discuss  this  sub- 

JMI  bt£M»e,  ii  vv;i'«  tu  another  jury,  and,  in- 
dstd.  to  another  court;  fur  I  now  see  on  the 

hton  an  hooomablo   and  learnctl  judge,* 
aatthen  pesent :  ̂ ome  of  you  al^, 

probably  were  in  tbc  way  of 
MBicCi  and  of  receiving  an  impression  from 
iht  ahle  address  of  the  attorney-general,  in 

luction  of  Mr,  Hardy *s  trial :    you 
hound  to  be  present  ia  court  when  the 

jtqf.vaa  called,  and  it  is  not  to  be  f^upposed, 
having  discharged,  on  that   day 

your  duty  to  the  public  by  a  painful  attt 
ance,  while  tlie  caa^c  was  opened,  yuu  would 
continue  it  m  order  to  licar  the  dclcocc  wilU 
which  you  had   no  manner  of  concern.     If] 

you  come,  tlicrcfore,  with  any  bias  tr    -       ■  j. 
uiinds  from  the  >Uuation  you  werr  i 
by  your  duties,  it  mmt  l)e  a  bias  agj^;,,  .  ...  ; 
for  you  heard  every  thing  on  on«  side,  and 
nothing  upon  the  ottier:  il  become*  uiy  duly, 

therefore,  to  go  over  again  the  aaroe  argu- 
ments wtiich  I  employed  before,  though  soma 

oi  you  are  not  yet  recovered  from  tlu-  iutigue 
of  attending  to  them.  Nor  is  the  task  less 
nauseous  to  myself;  iiot  irksofne  as  it  is,  it 
must  be  performed;  — 1  am  not  placed  here 
to  establish  a  reputation  for  speaking,  or  to 
amuse  others  with  the  novelty  of  tlisi  uur*e  j 
but  to  defend  inooccnce,  and  to  mauitaiu  the 
liberties  of  my  country. 

Gentlemen,'  the  charge  is  thi»— 
The  indictmenislatea,  *^  That  all  the  priso- 

ners  **  (whose  names  I  shall  liereafter  cniune-i 
rate  when  I  come  to  remark  upon  llie  evi-^ 
dence)  "  intending  to  excite  iusurrcctton,  re*4 
beUioD,  and  war  against  the  king,  and  to  sub-1 
vert  the  rule  and  government  of  tlie  kingdora^v 
and  to  depose  the  king  from  his  royal  state 
and    government  of  the  kingdom,   and  to 
bring  and  put  the  king  to  deutli— malicioi 
and  traitorously,  and  with  force,  did,  at 
themi.elve$,  and   together    with  other  fi 
truitors,  conspire,  compass,  and  imagine,  to 
excite     iniiurrection,     rebellion,    and    war, 

against  the  king,  and  to  subvert  the  Icgisla-i 
ture,  rule,  and  government  of  the  kingdonii^i 
and  to  depose  the  king  from  the  royiil  state 
and  government  of  the   kingdom,    ajnd  toi 
ISHINO  AND  fVJ  OUR  SiLiD  LoRO  THE    KlNC    TCKJ 

DEATu."  This  is  tlie  whole  charge — But  as  il 
is  an  offence  which  has  its  seat  in  the  heaitpi 
tlie  treason  being  complete  by  the  unconsum- 
mated  intention,  it  is  enacted  by  positive  sta^4 
tute,and  was  indeed  the  ancient  practice  upoii^ 

the  general  principles  of  Knglish  law,  thathe« 
who  is  accused  ot  this  crime,  which  consists- 
in  the  invisible  operations  of  the  mind,  should* 
have  it  distinctly  disclosed  to  him  upon  tli6 
same  record,  what  acts  the  crown  intends  lO' 
establish,  uiion  the  trial,  as  indicative  of  the< 
treason;  which  acts  do  not  constitule  tbe< 

crime,  but  art;  charged  upon  the  record  as  the' 
means  eniploy#*d  by  ilie  prisoner  to  accomplish 

the  intention  ag'iinst  Uie  king's  lite,  which  it< the  treason  under  the  first  branch  of  the 
statute. 

The  record  therefore  goeson  to  charj^c,  lliat, 

"  in  order  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  brin^to  etfecti 
llieir  most  evil  and  treasonable  compassin;;s 

and  imagmationi^,"  (that  is  to  s.iv,  tlu- com* i 
passings  and  imaginations  ant'  verrvj 
ed,  via.  to  brmg  and  put  the  v.  tth,) 

"  they  met,  consulted,  conspired,  and  agreed  < 
among  themselves,  and  others,  to  the  jurors  < 
unknown,  to  cause  and  procure  a  coo ventioai 

and  meeting  ot  divers  subjects  oi'  the  realm, 
to  be  held  and  assembled  within  this  kia^^j 

4lom."    No Wf  to  ordcf  to  cliyku^iaXt  >^v^  Vs 
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-  sense  of  this  anomalous  crime,  and  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  coufoundine  the  treason  with 
the  OVERT  ACT,  which  is  only  charged  as  the 
manifestation  of  it, — let  us  pause  here  a  little, 
and  see  what  would  have  been  tlie  consequence 
if  the  charge  had  finished  here,  without  farther 
connecting  the  overt  act  with  the  treason, 
by  directly  charging  tlie  convention  to  have 
been  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  BRfNo- 
iNG  the  king  to  death.  I  shall  not  be  put 
to  argue  that  no  proceedings  could  have  been 
had  upon  such  a  defective  indictment ;  since 
common  sense  must  inform  the  most  unlet- 

tered mind,  that  merely  to  hold  a  convention 
of  the  people,  which  might  be  for  various 
PURPOSES,  without  allesing  for  what  purpose 
it  was  assembled,  would  not  only  not  amount 
to  high  treason, but  to  no  crime  whatsoever. 
The  indictment,  therefore,  of  necessity,  pro- , 
ceeds  to  aver,  that  "  they  conspired  to  hold 
this  convention,  wirn  intent,  and  in  orders 
thai  the  persons  so  to  be  assembled  at  such  con- 

vention nud  mertingf  should  and  might,  wick- 
edly and  traitorously  fWUhout  and  in  defiance  of 

the  authority f  and  againk  the  mill  of  the  par- 
liament of  this  kingdom^  subvert  and  alter,  and 

cause  to  be  subverted  and  altered,  the  legislature, 

rule,  and  government  of  the  kingdom."  What 
then  is  the  charge  in  this  first  count  of  the  in- 

dictment, when  its  members  are  connected 
together,  aixi  taken  as  one  whole?  It  is, 
that  the  prisoner  conspired,  and  confederated, 
vriih  others,  to  subvert  the  rule  and  govern- 

ment of  the  kingdom,  and  lo  depose  the  king, 
and  to  BuiNG  and  put  him  to  death;  which 
last  of  the  three  is  the  only  essential  charge : 
for  I  shall  not  be  put  to  argue  that  the  indict- 

ment would  have  been  equally  complete  with- 
out the  two  former,  and  wholly  and  radically 

,  defective  without  the  latter;  since  it  has  been, 
and  will  again  be  conceded  to  me,  that  tue 
XrOMPASSlNC  THE  KING's  DEATH  IS  THE  GIST 
OF  THE  INDICTMENT,  WHICH  NOTHING  CAN 
ADD  TO,  AND  THE  OMISSION  OF  WHICH  NO- 

THING CAN  supply.  The  indictment,  there- 
fore, having  charged  the  traitorous  compass- 
ing, proceeds,  in  conformity  to  the  statute, 

to  state  the  act  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  fulfilment  of  it ;  which  you  observe, 

is  not  an  armed  assembly  to  seize  and  dcbtroy 

at  once  the  person  of  the  king,  but  a  conspi- 

racy to  cfi'cct  the  same  purpose  through  the medium  of  a  convention  ;  the  indictment, 
therefore,  charges  their  design  to  assemble 
this  convention,  not  as  a  meeting  lo  petition 
for  the  reform  of  parliament,  or  to  deliberate 
upon  the  grievances  of  the  country,  but  with 
•the  fixed  and  rooted  intent  in  the  mind,  that 
this  convention,  when  got  together,  whatever 
might  be  its  external  pretext,  should  depose 
tlie  king,  AND  put  him  to  death.  It  is  im- 

possible, Iherctbre,  to  separate  the  members 
of  this  ̂ largc  without  destroying  its  whole 
existence;  l>ccause  the  charge  ot  the  com- 
.  passing  would  be  utterly  void  without  the 
overt  act  which  the  statute  require  to  be 
charged  as  the  means  employed  by  the  ̂ iso- 

ner  to  accomplish  it,  because'  no  otbef  acts can  be  resorted  to  for  its  establishment)  and 
because  the  overt  act  would  be  equally  nuga- 

tory if  separated  from  the  compassing ;  since 
THE  OVERT  ACT  DOES  NOT  SUBSTANTIVELY  CON- 

STITUTE THE  TRL'ASON  WHEN  SEPARATED  FROM 
THE  TRAITOROUS  PURPOSE  OF  TUE  MIND  WHICH 

PRODUCED  IT,  BUT  IS  ONLY  THE  VISIBLE  MANI- 
FESTATION OF  THE  TRAITOROUS  INTENTION, 

WHICH    19    ADMITTED,   ON    ALL    HANDS,  TO   BE 
THE  CRIME. — Your  officc,  therefore,  gentle- 

men— (I  defy  the  wit,  or  wisdom,  or  artifice  of 
man,  to  remove  me  from  the  passion) — your 
office.is  to  try  whether  the  record,  inseparable 
as  I  have  shown  it  to  be  in  its  members,  be 
TRUE  OR  false;— or,  to  sum  up  its  contents 
in  a  word,  whether  the  prisoner  contpired,  witk 
others,  to  hold  a  convention  or  meeting,  with  the 
design  that,  under  the  mask  of  reform  of  par^ 
liament,  it  should  depose  the  kingfrom  his  royal 
office^  and  destroy  his  life. 

There  are  several  other  overt  acts  charged 
in  the  indif  tment,  to  which,  however,  you 
will  see,  at  a  glance,  that  the  same  principle 
will  uniformly  apply ;  since  the  compassing 
the  death  of  the  king  is  alike  the  charge  in 

all  of  them  ;  the  overt  acts  only  difi'eringfrom 
one  another,  as  the  indictment  charires  dif- 

ferent acts  connected  with  the  assembling  of 
tliis  convention— such  as  howKX.  was  to  beheld 
~who  were  lo  form  committees  for  projecting 
its  meeting — and  so  on — which  I  do  not  par- 

ticularize just  now,  because  I  sluill  have  oc- 
casion to  consider  them  distinctly  when  I 

come  to  the  particulars  of  the  evidence. 
There  is  one  of  the  counts,  however,  that  has 
been  so  stron(:ly  relied  on  in  argument,  and 
to  which  so  larwe  a  portion  of  the  evidence 
has  been  thought  to  apply,  that  it  is  neces- 

sary, in  this  place,  to  allend  lo  its  structure. 
I  mean  the  count  which  charges  the  circula- 

tion of  papers.  We  have  heard  a  great  many 
of  them  read,  and  they  will  he  a  lesson  to  me 
never  again  to  destroy  old  newspapers  as 
useless  wrappings,  but  lo  treasure  them  up 
as  precious  manuscripts  for  the  discovery  of 
plots  and  secrets  of  conspirators :  for,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  the  wnole  of  the  written 

evidence— by  which  so  deep  laid  and  detesta- 
ble a  conspiracy  is  supposed  to  have  been  de- 

veloped by  the  seizure  of  the  persons  and 
correspondences  of  traitors— has  been  to  be 
found,  fur  two  years  past,  upon  the  public  hie 
of  every  common  newspaper,  and  retailed, 

over  and  over  again,  in  every  lown  and  c(»un- 
try  magazine  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  too 

with  the  implied  consent  of  his  majesty's  at- 
torney-general, who  could  not  help  seeing 

them,  jet  who  never  thought  of  prosecuting 
any  man  for  their  publication.  Yet  these 
said  old  newspapers  have  been  on  a  sudden 
collected  together,  and  their  circulation 
charged  as  an  overt  act  of  hizh  treason 
against  the  honourable  gentleman  before  you; 

although,  with  a  very  few  and  perfectly  harm- 
less exceptions,  it  has  not  been  shown  that  be 

either  wrote  them,  or  published  them,  or  read 

them,  or  even  hiem  of  their  exislence. 
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ujg  otliLis  to  join  Ujciu  m  tlic  iiccoinpli&hinenl 
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tile  others  lo  ongiHutc  s'U'h  u  -  ^  ,  ; 
but  directly  chjirgos  ihccrmiiuui  purpose  of 
oxcitiug  otijer*  to  dssiat  in  the  accoinplish- 
itient  ot  one  aircidy  hatched  lu  the  mind  and 
inieution  ot  the  pri!:»oLii.'r, 

Oeutktiicn,  I  shouid  not  farther  enlarge 
upon  mailer  wluch  appearb  to  be  so  seU* 
evK^  '  V  '-'- especially  do  I  perceive  that  I 
^**;  i»t  ol  the  Court  lo  the  meaning 
and      _, u»n  ut  the  mdictincTtf        '  '■  v? 
*>tutc<l  It,  wtie  il  nut  ihiiton  the  ;  ,[ 
it  wdsdirtctly  que^^lioned  by  ihe  :...,_.  ^, 
nerul,  in  an  argument  which  1  cunnui  posjibiy 
reconcile  with  any  one  prmcipleor  precedent 
of  Knghsh  hw.  1  am  pen»Udded  that  he  wilJ 
not  cons^ider  this  obscrvdljon  as  a  (fersonal 
iituck  upon  his  integrity,  or  any  depreciation 

of  htb  profebsiondl  leurning^*  tor  both  of 
which  I  have  dlways  h^d  4  great  respect. 
The  truth  is,  when  the  mind  hds  long  been 
engaged  upon  a  particular  suliject,  and  has 
happened  to  look  at  it  ui  a  partttular  point  of 
view,  it  is  its  natunil  intiruiity  to  draw  into 
the  vottex  ol  lb  own  idca^,  whatever  it  can 

lay  hold  of,  however  unsuiled  to  thiMr  sup- 
port, I  cannot  account  upon  atiy  other  prin- 

ciple for  the  doctrine  maintained  by  so  very 

learned  a  pi-rsun,  in  hi^  late  reply  in  ihisplacx'; 
a  doctrine  so  extraordinary,  that  [  would  not 
venture  U*  quote  it  from  my  own  memory, 
and  which  I  ̂ hall,  therefore,  read  to  you 
from  ihc  note  I  have  been  furnished  with  by 
my  k.irnLd  friend  who  sits  near  me  [Vlr, 
Gurneyj:  aductnne  which  I  am  ijcrsuadcdltie 
soltritor-gencral  would  not, uputt  rejection,  re- 
maiiitiitn  to  be  the  law;  and  which»  it  it  were 
the  law,  1  would  not  livu  in  the  country  longer 
than  to  tinisli  my  address  to  you  Lie  bay!» 

roundly,  that  the  law  upon  l))i>»  subject  is  per- 
fectly dear ;  namely,  that  any  act  done  (at- 

tend*, 1  beseech  you,  to  the  expressioo),  *'  that 
any  act  done  uhtch  May  endanger  the  life  of' ihe  kiagf  is,  in  the  judgment  of  thv  law^  an  uci 
done  in  purmancc  of  an  tntent  lo  compau  hts 
death — Thid  the  aci  u,  in  jtolnt  vf  liuv,  rft- 
monUratirc  of  the  purpotc^  and  eomtitutef  the 
crtme  of  high  irtawn  ;  that  the  imaginatwn  of 
perianal  harm  to  the  km^  fann*  no  part  of  it  ; 
and  that  it  is  not  material  whether  the  person 

*  Sec  Hardy's  Trial  mti  Vol.  SI,  pp. 
1069, 1094,  109^. 

nt^^ 
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charged  tUtdin  amiempMon the amsequencet 
tM  mighi  foUom  fnm  tokat  he  did,  it  being 
itMeienty  independently  of  mil  iniemiion,  ̂ the 
4^h  cf  the  king  wat  a  probable  consbf- 

^BVCE  cfmhet  he  was  ahout  to  do,** Gentlemen,  one  hardly  knows  where  one 
is  after  reading  so  strange  and  confounding  a 
proposition.  The  argument,  in  short,  is  nei- 

ther more  nor  less  than  this — ^That  if  I  do  an 
act,  though  with  the  most  innocent  mind,  and 
without  contempkiting  that  any  danger  can 
possibly  touch  the  king;  nay^  more,  if  from 
a  mbtaken  teal  1  do  an  act  from  which  the 
jury  are  convinced  that  I  honestly  conceived 
bis  person  would  be  safer,  and  his  reicn  more 
secure  and  illustrious ;  yet,  if  not  in  the  events 
but  only  in  the  opinion  rflawyert,  my  conduct 
led  to  the  direct  contrary  consequence,  I  am 
to  be  adjudged  in  law  a  compasser  of  the 
king's  death. — I  am  to  be  found,  in  point  of 
law,  to  htne  intended  what  I  never  thought  of; 
and  a  jury,  whose  orovince  is  to  declare  the 
FACT,  is  to  be  boun<{  in  conscience  to  find  me 

guilty  of  designing  the  king*s  death,  though ttteir  consciences  inform  them,  from  the 
whole  evidence,  that  I  sought  nothing  but 
the  health  of  his  person,  and  the  honour  of 
hiscrown.-—— Gentlemen,  this  is  such  a  mon- 

strous, horrible  proposition,  that  I  would  ra- 
ther, at  the  ena  of  all  these  causes,  when  I 

had  finished  my  duty  to  their  unfortunate  ob- 
jects, die  upon  my  knees,  thankine  God  that, 

for  the  protection  of  innocence,  and  the  safety 
of  my  country,  I  had  been  made  the  instru- 

ment of  denying  and  reprobating  it,  than  live 
to  the  age  of  Mcthusalem  for  letting  it  pass 
unexposed  and  unrebuked.  It  may  be  curious 
to  examine  to  what  conclusions  this  doctrine 

of  a  lawyer's  speculation  upon  probable  con- 
sequences, shutting  out  the  examination  of 

actual  intention,  might  lead.  It  is  part  of  the 
evidence  before  you  against  the  honourable 
gentleman  at  your  bar,  thai  a  proposition  was 
TOsde  to,  and  adopted  by,  the  Constitutional 
Society  to  send  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Edinburgh ;  and  you  have  been  desired, 
from  this  measure,  and  others  of  a  similar 
bearing,  to  find  an  intention  to  destroy  the 
king,  trom  the  probable  consequence  of  such 
I>roccctrmg8.  Let  us  try  the  validity  of  this 
osic — ^The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 

ple (some  of  whose  proceedings  are  in  evi- 
dence) had  a  similar  proposition  made  to  Ihcm 

to  send  a  delegate  to  this  same  convention. 

particular  conduct  of  reformers,  though  ap- 
G ovine  of  their  general  and  avowed  object, 

r.  Yorke^fl  speech  at  Sheffield,  and  all  the matter  besides  which  has  consumed  our  time 
and  patience  for  three  days  past,  would  have 
lieen  read  to  establish  my  conspiracy  with 
people  whom  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  in  the 
courbc  of  my  existence.  It  is,  besides,  equally 
high  treason  to  compass  and  imagine  the 
death  of  the  heir  apparent,  as  the  death  of 
the  king ;  and  if  the  nature  of  the  coospiracy 

was  to  reach  the  king's  life,  by  subverting  the 
government,  its  subversion  would  lead  as  di- 

rectly, in  its  consequence,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  successor,  and  conseauently  would, 

upon  the  acknowledged  principles  of  law,  be 

a  compassing  of  the  death  of^  the  Prince  of Wales.  See,  then,  to  what  monstrous  con- 
clusions it  would  lead,  if  an  act  could  be  gob- 

sidered  as  legally  conclusive  of  an  intention, 
instead  of  examininc  it  with  the  eye  of  reason, 
and  as  a  fact  from  the  circumstances  attend- 

ing it.  It  so  happened  that  at  this  very  time, 
and  though  a  member  of  this  society  of  re- 

formers, I  was  attorney-^neral  to  the  Prince; 
swcrn  of  his  privy  council ;  hi^  in  his  per- 

sonal confidence;  and  full  of^that  afi^tron 
for  him  whkh  I  yet  retain. — Would  it  have 
been  said,  gentlemen  (I  am  not  seeking  credit 
with  you  for  my  integrity),  but  would  it  have 
been  said  without  ridicule,  that  a  man, 
placed  as  I  was  in  a  high  situation  about  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  crown,  who  had  at  once 
the  will  and  the  privilege  to  reward  my  ser- 

vices; that  1,  who  was  serving  him  at  the 
very  moment  in  terms  of  confidence  and  re- 

gard, was  to  be  taken  conclusively,  as  ajudg" 
went  of  abstract  law,  to  be  plotting  his  poli- 

tical destruction,  and  his  natural  death  ? 
This  doctrine,  so  absurd  and  irrational, 

does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  supported  by  any 
thing  like  legal  authority. 

In  the  first  place,  let  it  be  recollected  that 
this  is  an  indictment  on  a  statute,  and  not 
upon  the  common  law,  which  has  the  prece- 

dents made  by  jiulges  for  its  foundation ; — 
the  rule  of  action  here  depends  upon  a  writ- 

ten UNALTERABLE  rcford,  cuacted  by  the 
legislature  of  the  kingdom  for  the  protection 
of  the  subject's  lite,  and  which  tne  judges 
upon  the  bench  have  no  right  lo  transgress 
or  altera  letter  of,  because  other  judges  may 
have  done  so  before  them.  As  far  as  the  law 
sbmds  upon  tradition,  it  is  made  by  the  pre- 

and  the  measure  was  only  rejected,  after  a  cedents  ofjud^,  and  there  is  no  other  evi- 
considerable  degree  of  debate.  Su|)pose,  dence  of  its  existence  ;  but  a  statute  is  ever 
then,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  agreed  to  present  to  s]>eak  for  itself,  in  all  courts,  and 
send  one,  and  that  I,  who  am  now  speaking  in  all  ages ;  and  I  say  with  certainty — speak- 
to  you,  had  been  of  the  number  wno  con-  ing  in  my  own  name  and  person,  and  desiring 
scnted,  I  should  then  have  been  in  a  worse 
predicament  than  my  client,  who  appears  to 
nave  opposed  it ;  1  should  have  l)een  found 
to  have  consented  to  an  act,  which,  according 
to  sotne  legal  cusuidSf  had  a  tendency  to  de- 

stroy the  king ;  and  although  my  life  was  la- 
lioriously  devoted  to  the  duties  of  my  profes- 

sion, wliich  cut  mc  ofl'  from  atteiidiiig  to  the 

to  stand  or  fall  as  a  professional  man,  by  what 
I  utter,  that  the  law  is  as  I  maintained  it 
upon  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy,  and  as  I 
maintain  it  now.  I  admit  that  a  statute,  like 
tlie  common  law,  must  receive  a  iudicial  in- 

terpretation ;  and  that,  wherever  the  letter  «C 
an  act  of  parliament  is  ambiguous,  She 
conitnictionB  which  have  been  fint  p«( 



Mn^tUiXf  ouglU  toconltnue  to  im  the  nilr. 

*"  I  itbera  tt  statute  is  expressed  in  such 
UfiMBbigiious  terms,  Ibat  but  one  gram- 

Llicml  or  rational  consirucuon  can  be  put 
BO  It;  when  the  first  depart\ire  from  that 
\iy  construction  does  not  apf>ear  to  have 

txken  its  rise  from  any  siipposetJ  ambiguity  of 
ttA  depression  in  the  niinda  of  those  who 
<tnit  depairlrd  from  it,  whirh  is  the  general 
litxtorj  of  constructive  departures  fn>m  writ- 
leu  fa&ws,  but  cornea  down  tainted  with  the 

»0U  degraded  profligacy  ufjud;  '     i<jus^ 
Ijf  devoted  to  arbitrary  and  ci  rn- 

the  vtry  wriler^  aim  purges 
and  decisions  fir^t  supported 

tii_.  -  .:  misconstructions,  honestly  ad- 
Lboa  to  be  misconf»truclions,And  lament 

tsd  reptobfttc  their  introduction  ;  when  the 
ame  iMncotation  and  reprobation  of  them  is 
hmdcd  down  from  commentator  tu  commen- 

t*lor,  and  from  court  to  court,  through  the 
wboic  series  of  constructive  judgments:  and 
lanliy,  when  parliament  itself  in  ditferent 
«gBi»  as  the  evil  became  intolerable,  has 

swtpt  tiietxi  atl  tway  ;  when,  to  avoid  the  in- 
troQuetioti  of  new  dtfBcuUies,  it  has  ciiutious- 
fjrkfk  Uie  old  letter  of  the  slalute  standing 
to  ifwlr  foritsclf,  without  any  other  commen« 
tMjr  Uno  U>e  destruction  of  every  one  that 
fttr  had  been  made  upon  it,  and  the  reversal 
rfwrery  judgment  which  ever  had  departed 
htm  ica  Jectery  concludino^  with  the  positive 
pfQ^bitifHit  in  all  future  time,  of  the  one  and 

^l^lbe  other  : — in  such  a  case,  1  do  maintain, 
Boii  M  «a  English  lawyer,  feel  myseU  bound 
Ibrtlie  ffuhiic  safety  to  declare^  in  opposition 
lO  vlifttcvcr  authorities  may  be  founa  to  tbc 
nmntwty,  that  if  the  statute  of  Edward  3rd, 
€aa  be  de^Mrted  from  by  construction,  or  can 
b«  jifdced  otherwise  than  if  it  w*o  p*ssed 

torsAOAr,  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no 
wmk  thing  a»  written  law  m  England.* 

Oeciilefi>eii,  you  wvli  find  me  justified  in 

jphiil  1  aay  by  the  language  of  the  statute  it- 
.wllien  is  clear  anu  unambiguous,  and  by 

ions  of  its  genuine  meaning  by 
tent  parliaments. 
wimU  of  the  statute  of  the  55th  of 

1,  are  these: 

IS  divers  opinions  have  been  be- 
^f»re  t/iii  iime,  in  what  case  treason  shall  be 

ftDd  what  not — the  king,  at  the  request 
'S  and  Commons,  has  made  a  de- 
-  hereinaltcr  fulloweth  : 
i  man  doili  roinnHM  or  imaeine 

ith  of  our  lonJ  or  of  our  mdy 
or  of  their  <  i  and  heir  ;  or 

do  levy  war  against  the  kino  in  his 

ilm,   rjr  be  adherent  to  the  king's  enemieti 
'n-y,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort, 
I  be  proveably   attainted  of  open 

deed  by  people  of  their  condition." 

•  Of  the  citcnt  of  the  authority  of  adjudjred 
tm*%,  tocne  consideration  is  had  in  a  note  to 

Hkliird  lbompsoa*s  Case^  Vol.  8,  p.  78,  of lbi»  Coll^ctloii* 
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The  reason  of  p:issing  il,  a^  expressod  Uy 
tbc  ait  itselC  ̂ ^nd  hy  iord  Hale  ano  lord  Coka 
in  their  Commentaries,  deraonstmtcs  the  ille- 

gality of  any  dcpiuture  from  its  ietter ;  be- 
cause it  was  passed  to  give  certainty  to  a  aim* 

whicli,  hy  judicial  ctmstructiotu^had  before 
become  uncertain.  Lord  Halo  says  "  that 
at  common  law  there  was  a  great  latitude ' 
used  in  raising  offences  to  the  crime  and 
punishment  of  treason,  by  way  of  interpreta- 

tion; and  arbitrary  construction^  whicb 
brought  in  great  inconvenience  and  uncer- 

tainty." Tliua,  "  accroaching  of  royal  power 
was  a  usual  charge  of  treason  ancientlj, 
ti  tough  a  very  uncertain  charge ;  that  no  maa 
could  tell  what  it  was,  or  what  defence  to 

make  to  it/'  He  then  proceeds  to  state  va-^ 
nous  instances  of  cruelty  ami  vexation,  and 
concludes  irtth  thi*  oiuervaticn  : 

*<  By  these,  and  the  like  instances,  thai 
mi^ht  be  given,  it  appears  how  uncertain  and 
arbitrary  the  law  of  treason  was  befork  thii 

STATUTE  of  the  25th  of  Edwai-d  3rd,  whereby 
it  came  to  pass,  that  almost  every  offence  thai 
wa<?,  or  seemed  to  be,  a  breach  of  the  faitb 
and  allegiance  due  to  the  king,  was  by  rou- 
struction,  and  cotue^tiencef  and  interpretation. 

raised  into  the  offence  of  high  treason." 
To  put  an  eud  to  these  evils,  therefore,  and 

Co  give  to  the  harassed  subjects  of  England 
security  and  peace,  this  sacred  law  was  roade$ 
but  for  a  season  with  very  little  effect,  be- 

cause wicked  judffes  still  broke  in  upon  its 
protecting  letter  by  arbitrary  constniclions, 
insomuch  that  lord  ilale  observes,  that  al- 

though the  statute  of  Edward  3rd  had  ex- 
pressly directed  that  nothing  should  be  de« 

clared  to  be  treason,  but  cases  within  its 

enacting  letter — *'  vet  that  things  were  so  car- 
ried by  parlies  anc{  factions  in  the  succeeding 

reign  of  Richard  Snd,  that  it  was  little  ob- 
served ;  but  aa  this  or  the  other  party  pre- 
vailed, so  the  crime  of  high  treason  was  in  a 

manner  arbitrarily  imposed  and  adjudged," 
'*  which  by  various  vicissitudes  and  revolu- 

tions mischieied  all  parties,  first  or  last,  and 
left  a  great  inquietude  and  unsettledness  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  was  one  of  the 

occasions  of  the  unhappiness  of  that  king,"  ♦ 
AU  these  mischiefs,  he  further  observes,  aroae 
from  breaking  the  great  boundary  of  treason 
by  a  departure  from  the  letter  of  the  statute, 
which  was  so  great  a  snare  to  the  subject, 
that  after  many  temporary  acts  of  parlicAmenl 
passed  and  repealed,  and  man^  vexatious 
and  illegal  judgments,  clashing^  with,  and  con- 

tradicting one  another,  the  statute  of  queeo 
Mary  was  at  last  enacted,  which  swept  them 
all  away,  anrl  as  lord  Coke  observes,  in  hit 
commentary  upon  it,  in  the  second  institute^ 
not  only  set  up  ag^in  the  very  letter  of  the 
statute  of  the  fiSth  of  Edward  3fd,  but  re- 

pealed all  jiidicml  interpretations  paat  and 
prohibited  all  recurrence  to  them  in  future. 

I  will  give  it  you  in  his  own  words ; ''  In  thic 

•   1  llalc's  p.  C.  cli.  ai. 
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statute  of  Mary  two  things  are  to  be  observed,  t  dently  of  a  design  against  his  life,  bnt  only 

rirst,  that  the  word  expressed'  in  the  statute  |  as  an  overt  act  tu  nrove  the  compassing  of 
of  Mary  excludes  all  implications  or  inferences  ■  his  deaih  ;  and  so  far  was  Hale  from  consi- 
whatsoever.  Secondly,  that  no  former  at-  j  dering  that  constructive  attempts  \\\\q\\  the 

tatnder,  judgment,  precedent,  resolution,  or  I  king's  government  or  authority,  witiioiit  direct 
opinion  of  judge*  or  Justicet,  of  high  treason,  |  force  pointed  against  his  person,  could  eveD 

other  than  such  as  are  specified  and  expressed  '  be  offered  as  evidence  to  support  an  indict- 
in  the  statute  of  Edward  Ard,  are  to  beJoUou-ed 
or  drawn  into  example.  For  the  word^^  be 
PLAIN  AND  DIRECT — *Thatfrom  henceforth 
'  no  act,  deed,  or  offence  shall  be  taken, 
'  had,  deemed,  or  adjudged  to  be  high  trea- 
*  son,  but  only  such  as  are  declared  and  cx- 
*  pressed  in  the  said  act  of  the  S5th  of  Edward 

<  3rd,  any  act  of  parliament  or  statute  af\er  the 

'  S5tb  of'^Edward  3rd,  or  any  other  declaration 
*  or  matter,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.' 

I  do  therefore  maintain,  that  the  statute  of 
kins  ildward  3rd,  plain  in  itself,  and  rendered 
sUlfmorc  so  by  the  parliamentary  exjjosition 
of  the  act  of  queen  Mary,  is  a  peremptory 
RULE,  and  that  no  appeal  can  be  had  upon  the 
subject  to  any  writers  or  decisions,  whatever 
may  be  the  reputation  of  the  one,  or  the  au- 

thority of  the  other 
I  find  nothing,  however,  in  any  writer  of  cha- 

racter, or  in  any  decision,  which  deserves  the 
name  of  authority,  to  which  such  an  appeal 
could  successfully  be  made  Lord  Hafe  no 

where  says,  that  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the 
government,  or  any  rebellion,  pointed  merely 
at  the  king's  royal  authority,  is  high  treason within  this  branch  of  the  statute.  He  uni- 

formly considers  the  crime  as  a  design  against 

the  kmg's  NATURAL  life;  and  treats  nothing 
even  as  an  overt  act  of  it,  that  is  not  so 

pointed  against  the  king's  person,  as  to  be 
legal  evidence  of  a  conspiracy  against  his  ex- 

istence. "  If  mm,"  savs  Hale,  **  conspire 
Mtf  DEATH  of  the  king,  anh  thereupon  provide 

weapons,  or  send  letters  in  the  execution  of 
it,  this  is  an  overt  act  within  this  statute." 
Undoubtedly  it  is— but  mark  the  principle, 
and  attend  to  lord  Hale's  languasc,  which  is 

plainly  this :— H'  men  conspire  the  death  of 

ment  for  compas!>ing  his  death,  that  he  seems 
anxious  to  prevent  the  reader  from  running 
to  such  a  conclusion ;  fur  he  immediately  after- 

wards says,  **  But  then  this  must  be  intended 
of  a  conspiracy /bfci6/^  to  detain  and  impri- 

son the  king/'* Gentlemen,  I  have  only  troubled  you  with 
these  observations,  to  prevent  any  thing 

H  hich  has  been  offered  as  evidence  upon  this ' 
trial,  from  being  at  all  confounded  in  your 
minds,  as  connected  with  the  charge. — Wc 
have  indeed  attempted  nothing  agamst  the 

king's  government ;  but  leaving  that  still  to  be 
the  question,  there  is  not  a  tittle  in  the  whole 

body  of  the  proof,  which  has  any  the're- 
motest  relation  to  any  conspiracy  to  seise  the 
king,  or^to  depose  him,  whicn  alone  could  sup- 

port a  charge  of  compassing  the  king's death;  for  the  indictment  itself  does  not 

point  even  to  any  conspiracy  to  depose  the 
king  directly  by  force  against  his  person,  but 
only  constructively,  through  tlie  medium  of 
a  subversion  of  the  government. 

Gentlemen,  the  charge,  therefore,  which 
the  crown  seeks  to  bring  home  to  us,  not 
only  as  it  is  to  be  collected  from  the  indict- 

ment, but  as  it  is  explicitly  pointed  by  the 
argument,  is  this — that  a  design  was  formed 
to  call  a  convention  of  the  nation,  and  that 
the  i^isoner  at  the  bar  was  engaged  in  it; 
that  he  consulted  with  others  for  the  appoint- 

ment of  committees  of  co-operation  and  con- 
ference, consisting  of  the  persons  now  in  pri- 

son, who  were  delegated  by  the  two  great  Lon- 
don societies  at  the  head  of  the  conspiracy;  and 

that  the  convention,  which  was  to  be  assembled 
as  the  result  of  tliis  confederacy,  was  to  de- 

stroy, by  foicc,  the  legal  government  of  the 
the  king,  and  do  these  things  in  execution  of  •  country,  and  to  form  itself  into  a  legislature 
the  conspiracy,  the  things  so  done  are  legal  i  for  the  nation  :  thereby  superseding,  not  only 

evidences    of  the  treason^:  but  the  treason,  I  the  functions  cf  the  three  branches  of  parlia- which  is  the  intention  of  the  mind  against  the 

king's  life,  must  fir^t  exist,  before  any  step 
could  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  it. 

Another  passage  in  lord  Hule,  upon  which 

the  whole  argument  ag'.iinst  us  appears  in  a 
manner  to  be  built,  is,  in  my  mind,  equally 
clear,  and  perfectly  consistent  with  the  letter 
of  the  statute : 

inent,  but  ll>e  executive  authority  of  the 
crown: — that  this,  and  this  alone,  was  the 
secret  object  of  all  these  societies,  though 
covered  with  popular  pretexts  of  restoring 
the  constitution,  until  their  machinations 
should  be  sufliciently  ripe  to  throw  off  the 
veil,  to  avow  their  principles,  and  to  esta- 

blish   them   by  force:  that  this,  therefore. 

'*  If  men  conspire  to  imprison  the  king  by  I  amounted  to  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  king, 
"  *     '  '*     which  was  an  overt  act  of  high  treason  for 

compassing  his  death. 
Gentlemen,  I  am  sure  I  have  done  jus- 

tice to  the  crown  in  my  statement  of  its  pro- 
position ;  and  I  will  be  equally  just  in  my 

answer  to  it. — For  I  admit,  that  if  the  attor* 

ney -general  satisfies  you  upon  the  Jact,  that 
this  proposition   is  true,  he  gives  you  evi- 

*  1  Hale's  r.  C.  cb.  xm. 

FORCE  AND  A  STRo.NG  HAND, Until  hc  hasyicld 
ed  to  certain  demands,  and  for  that  purpose 
gather  company,  or  write  letters,  is  an  overt 

act  to  prove  the  compassing  the  king's  death ; for  it  is  in  effect  to  despoil  him  of  his  kingly 
government,  and  was  so  adjudged  by  all  the 

judges  in  the  lord  Cobham's  case."  ■ 
Here,  you  observe,  that  the  conspira- 

cy, even  to  imprison  the  king,  is  not  stated 
as  a  substaotivc  act  of  treason,  indcpcn- 
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Jor  High  Treason* 

froon  wlienrp  it  on  'lit  tu  hr  left  tor  yotir 
•erioiw  ju  rt  ihusc  who 
en2a2<<]  ij]  to  usurp  the 

ijj\^  ,,  ftiiu;i)L   nut    be  reascn;ib}y 
ve  also  coJiteiupJiited  hh  de- 

iijch  was  so  likely  to  follow  from 
tiuii  •>(  his  olfice.     I  desire  it  may 

t,  ihut  I  have   never  dented, 
f  on  the  former  trial ;  that  ihe 

ring's  natural  life  wjis  not f.  ice  of  a  forcible  coercion 

■vj.i.  '^"Of.iion  of  his  autho- 

y;  with  deliberation, 

itu  .   .         Ij I e  consequence,  is 
good  t:vti>KHVt.  itf  (h-e  intention   to  product 

li  ronuifueftce.    My  whole  argument  has 
©'  and  still  is,  that  the  intention 

4  f.  KtKC's  LTFK  r*  THE   CRIME,  T«AT 
t:  «;E   rt    llATTFR    OF    FACT,    A»D    NOT 
hi  LAW,    AND    TUAT    IT    MUST    TUILIIB-  > 
f  1  ED  ur  TOtJ  ttlK  JURY,  IKMEAD 

TIIF  ABSTRACT  RESULT  OF  A 

I.SUBI  !*;<»♦  u-i  nON,  FROM  ANY  FACT  WHICH 
MHS  HOT  OttllXTtT  EMUllACE.  AND  lOMPRC- 
9^M9  TItE  USILKITJUN  WUICU  COKSTITUTLS  THE 
TEK AM>K. 

HuL  iTiii   this  i^   the  law  of  Englund,  and 

applicable  to  the  pre- 
"dlely  does   not  depend 

upon  rt.tiv  ̂ fgninji!*it  of  mine,  nor  upon  any 

appeiU   I    have   mude   to    the   diiihorilative 
^m;ting«  of  the  sA<:es  (d  llie  profession     I 
tufc  a  much  heller  security  fur  my  purpose— 

»t  'it  whal  his  lordhbip,  who  is  to 
I  I  drlibrration'?,  h^^  ̂ ^^itl  upon 

L   wijl   siiy  upon   another;  1 

havF  «  ^  and  direct  »uUiorily  of  Jord 

ch'Hi  re,  in  thai  pail  of  1h»  charge I  y,  where  he  laid  before  them 

we  are  now  engaged  in  for 

on,    **  If,*'  says  his  lordship, 
ijid  to  consider   the  professed 

1  iioy  of  liiese  a«.suci;ilions,  a  relbrm 

It  nt,  a*  mere  culour,  and  as  a  pre- 
It'  order  to  cover  deeper  deM|jns 
-^  •'I  tlie  whole  constitution  and 

nj    the    co<imiry;    the  case    of 

'  ked  iu  jiurh  designs  is  that  which 
.    .....     ..rudy    considered.     Whetlier  this 
ii  to  Ar  not,  »*i  MEKE  MATTf.K  OP  FACT;  as 

io  « I  licit  I  t^hall  only  remind  you,  that  an 

'')  a  charge  of  tht&  nature,  which to  make  out  that  the  ostensible 

futfiCAc  IB  a  mere  veil,  under  which  h  coo- 

eialed  h  trstifofif*  conspiracy,  requires  cool 
tod  d*  ution,  and  the  mortal' 
ttodiv'  :    and   that  the    result 

llNtllJ  hr  p'-rjti-t/j^  cltar  and  sutitfuctor^. 

In  ibe  tfi'airs  of  common  life,  no  man  is 
JMtiiied  in  imputing  to  another  a  meaning 
CMlfiry  to  what  he  htmsell  expresses,  but 

■fOB  Ule  fullest  evidence,"*  This  the  learned 
jid^  Wys  dowa  with  the  greatest  propriety 
I*  t  gei>en1  rule  of  evidence,  applicable  to 

■U   CMDf,  tnd  therefore   most  emphatically 

applicable  to  high  treason,  wlicre  the  prisoner 

is  not  lo  be  truniiialed  by  conjccltin'*,  am" 
inferences,  or  strains  of  wit,  but  proveabij 
attainted  according  to  the  Janguage  of  thi 
statute,  It  must  be  rementbercd,  too,  thai 
this  sound  and  salutary  doctrine  was  not  de* 

livered  by  the  court  as  an  abstract  proposition^ 
but  tiie  application  of  it  was  directly  pvintcd 
to  the  occasion,  djni]  given  to  the  ̂ T.ind  jury, 

as  a  standard  to  direct  their  jii  '  '>,  //,| very  matter  Ltfore  m.    The  •  fore- 

is  brought  beyond   tlic  pown  w.  t..i-iun  or4 
controversy,  to  oue  short  point,  djientangleii^ 

from  all  ambiguity  or  lepl  distinction  :  smco] 
upon  the  express  authority  of  the  Court  whicl 
sits  to  try  the  prisoner,  independently  of  al 
other  authorities,  it  is  a  mere  naked  queitioL 
of/act  whiclx  tou  arc  to  examine  :— there  it] 
nothing   which  can    affect    him   Uf^alty^  of 
which,  it  is  even  conlended,  can  affect  himJ 

unless  you  are  prepared  to  say,  uj>on  your^ 

oaths,  in  the  presence  of  God  and  your  coun-^i 
try,  that  you  have  materials  in  e^'ldence  t>ei<] 
fore  you,  from   whence  you  feel  yourselvc»j 
bound  in  conscience  to  pronounce,  that  theiS 

parties   who  engaged   in   the  proposition   orj 
holding  a  convention,  did  kot  engage  in  il 
according  to  their  professions  to  collect  the 

public  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  nationalj 
abuses,  and  for  the  consideniljon  of  constitu-' 

tional  redress,  hut  for  the  direct,  though  con- 
cealed purpose,  ol  resisting,  ky  forct,  thei 

authority  i>f  parliament,     rrepeatlhe  expres-t 
sion,  of  resibling,  by  poucf,  the  authority  ofd 
pa>  liament,  and  assuming  to  themselves  the 
coDtrotaud  dominion  of  tlie  nation     Tuts  n 

the  fact  to  be  made  out,  and  the  bcrdebt 

or   Ti)E  PROOF  IS  vroN    the  Crown. — ^£   do^f 
not  stand  here  to  disprove,  but  to  examine, 
what  has  been  proved ;  and  I  confess  mysel^^ 
therefore,  to  be  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  pursue  ( 

my  discoarse — for  you  have  heard  nothing 
upon  which  you  would  pull  a  feather  out  ol 

a  sparrow's  wing.    There  is  not  ouly  no  evi-i 
dence  upon  which  reasonable  men  inight  de-j 
liberate  between  a  verdict  of  Guilty  ar  Not, 

guilty,  but,  literally,  no  i  vidknce  at  ail;—] 
nothing  that  I  could  address  myself  lo,  buttl 
through  the  medium  of  ridicule,  which,  mucht] 
as  it  would  apply  to  the  occasion  iu  other, 
respects.  It  would  be  indecent  to  indulge  in, 

upon  ii  great  State  Trial,  so  deeply  concerning  i] 
the  dignity  oflhe  country,  and  so  seriously  a^«| 
fectiug  the  unfortunate  persons  whom  I  shall 

be  cailcd  upon  to  defend  iicreaftcr.  • 

I^t  not,  however,  this  condition  of  ii  pro* 
seculicin,    commenced    under    «uch  exalted. 

auspices,  depend  upon  my  single  assertion,  ii 
but  let  it  be  brought  to  the  test  of  exami« 
nation. 

The  attorney- general  contend-*,  that  he  ha*( 
made  out  proveablt,  i.  t.  without  the  pos«^ 
sibility  oi  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  this  con- 

vention was  projected  for  the  detestable  pur-' 
pose  charged  by  the  indictment;  And  that 
their  avowed  objects  wera  nothing  but  a 

surface  of  colour  and  deceit.    Uc  says,  that* 
T 
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two  societies  were  set  on  foot  in  this  town  for 
these  traitorous  objects:  that  one  of  them 
(the  Constitutional  Society)  was  instituted  by 
Mr.  Tooke,  and  that  he  organized  and  super- 

intended the  others :— that  he  prepared  their 
resolutions -.—that  he  superintended  their 
correspondence  with  similar  societies,  which 
were  established  at  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  most  of 
the  populous  towns  in  both  parts  of  Great 
Britain;  and  that  the  whole  body  of  their 
communications  with  one  another  manifested 

their  design  a^inst  the  very  bein^  of  the 
government.  This  is  the  proposition — but 
as  he  proved  it,  or  any  part  of  it?  I  an- 

swer— he  has  not. — In  the  first  place,  did  Mr. 
Tooke  set  on  foot  the  Constitutional  Society  ? 
— I  answer  again,  he  did  not. — It  was  insti- 

tuted by  a  most  worthy  and  honourable  per- 
son, who  will  be  called  before  you  as  a  wit- 

ness, if  you  shall  not  think  your  time  mis- 
pent  in  hearing  evidence  where  nothing  has 
been  proved:  it  was  instituted  by  major 
Cartwright  a  man  as  much  attached  to  the 
constitution  of  his  country,and  as  enlightened 
to  understand  it,  as  any  one  who  hears  me, 
whatiever  may  be  his  station.  This  assertion 
IS  not  made  ut>m  the  instructions  of  a  brief ; 
I  speak  from  my  own  knowledge  of  the 
man :  major  Cartwright,  who  began  that 
institution,  continued  to  be  a  member  of  it 
during  the  progress  of  its  proceedings  ar- 

raigned before  ̂ ou;  he  is  a  member  of  it 
now;  and  he  will  tell  you,  that  he  shall  con- 

tinue to  be  one,  notwithstanding  this  prose- 
cution, until  its  objects  arc  accomplished. 

The  Constitutional  Society  was  instituted 
by  this  gentleman,  for  thfe  object  which  it 
has  uniformly  professed  and  adhered  to — an 
object  which  it  pursued  in  common  with 
some  of  the  ereatest  and  wisest  men  which 

this  country  has  for  ages  produced ;  it  was 
instituted  to  produce,  if  possible,  by  the  pro- 

gressive influence  of  public  opinion,  a  reform 
IN  TRE  Commons  House  of  Parliament; 

a  measure  certainly  not  originated  by  major 
Cartwright,  but  forced  by  the  corniptions  of 
parliament  itself,  and  the  consequent  cala- 

mities of  our  country,  upon  the  attention 
of  every  enlightened  statesman  during  the 
present  reign.  The  father  of  the  present 
minister  uniformly  and  publicly  imputed  the 
calamities  of  Great  Britain  to  this  fatal 
source.  The  succession  of  destructive  wars, 
without  a  national  object; — the  rash  and 
improvident  expenditure  of  public  mone^; 
the  ravages  upon  the  constitution  by  the  m- 
flucnce  of  the  Crown — were  all  of  them  as- 

cribed by  this  great  statesman  to  the  loss  of 
that  control  in  the  people,  over  the  proceed- 

ings of  parliament,  which  they  were  entitled 
to  by  the  ancient  principles  of  the  constitu- 

tion. The  great  carl  of  Chatham  was  one  of 
the  first  persons  who  called  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  re- 

form in  parliament,  to  redeem  the  tiation 
from  niin;  it  was  the  great: feature  of  his 
iife^  and  the  foundation  of  his  fame. 

As  the  avowed  objects  of  the  society  wera 
thus  originated  and  countenanced  by  persons 
of  the  highest  station,  let  us  see  whether  it 
was  instituted  for  the  perversion  of  these 
principles  by  obscure  and  necessitous  men :— - 
gentlemen,  the  contrary  is  most  notorious; 
and  it  ms^  be  established  by  referring  to  the 
names  of  the  original  members ;  the  duke 
of  Richmond  was  one  of  the  earliest ;  and 
he  pushed  the  principle  and  the  practice  of 
reformation  very  much  farther  than  Mr. 
Tooke  has  ever  been  disposed  to  follow  him  ; 
a  fact  which  I  promise  to  establish  by  the 
uniform  tenour  of  his  life.  Mr.  Tooke  con- 

sidered the  disposition  of  the  popular  franchise 
of  election  as  mattier  of  eipediency  in  govern- 

ment, and  to  be  moulded  by  parliament  in 
its  discretion  for  the  attainment  of  constitu- 

tional freedom  ;  the  duke,  on  the  other  hand, 
considered  universal  suffrage  to  be  an  inhe- 

rent privilege  of  the  people — to  be  claimed 
by  them  as  of  right,  ana  not  yielded  to  them 
as  an  indulgence.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 

at,  therefore,  that  his  grace*s  doctrine  should 
acquire  the  ascendancy ;  since,  independentiy 
of  liis  illustrious  patronage,  they  were  more 
flattering,  and  better  calculated  for  a  rapid 

progress.  *  I  agree  with  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, that  there  exists  in  the  people  of  £ng*- 

land,  as  in  every  people,  an  inherent  right  to 
be  governed  according  to  the  universal  assent 
of  the  community;    but   I  think  that  the 

nle  would  judge  weakly  for  themselves 
Bsiring  their  representatives  to  carry  for- 

wwd  to  tne  Crown,  for  its  ratification,  the 
system  of  universal  suffrage.  Yet,  while 

I  say  this,  as  Mr.  Tooke's  sentiments,  and 
as  my  own,  I  confess,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  arguments  by  which  the  duke  of  Rich- 

mond supported  his  system,  and  which  has 
been  uniformly  followed  by  all  the  other  pri- 

soners, were  not  calculated  to  impose  upon 
the  ignorant,  but  arc  well  worthy  ot  attention 
and  consideration  from  the  wise.  The  duke's 
argument  was  of  this  sort  (I  do  not  profess 
to  adopt  the  very  phrase) — **  When  it  is  con- 
ceded,*'  says  his  grace,  "  that  some  reform  of 
parliament  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the 

safety  of  the  country,  icho  is  to  insure  a  re-' form  that  will  give  general  satisfaction,  and 
produce  obedience  and  stability  ?  If  you  go 
to  a  eiven  extent,  founded  upon  principles  of 
expediency,  others,  upon  the  same  principles, 
will  seek  to  push  it  to  an  extent  still  farther, 
and  others  to  an  extent  beyond  that ;  so  that 
reformation,  however  pure  the  desire  of  its 
author,  instead  of  giving  firmness  and  vigour 
to  government,  would  only  be  the  parent  of 
discontent."  This  was  the  difficulty  which 
occurred  to  the  duke ;  and  out  of  it  be  saw 
no  road,  as  he  himself  expresses  it,  but  a 
reform  upon  principle,  which  grants  nothing 
from    expediency   or    favour,    "  but  which 
GIVES  to  every    man  HIS  OWN."     TllCSC  WetC 

his  grace's  doctrines,  as  I  shall  cead  them 

presently  from  the  work  which  he  aeki^olr-' iedged  m  the  course  of  bis  former  evidence^ 



f&r  W^h  Treitiok, 
oul  which  Appears,  throughout  the  xvhott 
CBittie,  to  Imve  been  tuc  vlry  scriptvrc  of 

ALL  TUESc  ^  '.-  -^  'J'hese,  I  doubt  Dot, 
are  his  gru  ins  still;  for  though  a 
tacn  may  cL....^.  i...  scoiiments  in  matters 

Whkfa  (iepciid  upoQ  policy  and  expediency — 
thMigh  he  roay  thinK  it  prudent  to  graDt  at 
cat  time  that,  which  farther  retkctioo  may 
suggest  to  be  unwise  to  be  grante^l,  yet  no 
liouesi  man  can  change  his  mind  as  to  the 
wopriety  of  givmc:  to  every  man  what  he 
fceuev«s  and  acl  ^  to  be  his  own. 

filul  the  duke  of  '  i  s  opmions  are  not 
the  question:  it  i=*  ̂ umcienl  for  me,  that 
wbea  these  opinions  were  published,  and  for 
a  !—  «"">e  insisted  on  by  this  inlclligeut 
HI,  as  person,  no  man  liviBg  thought 
«J  ....,;  ̂ .;,  or  can  now  reasonably  impute, 
Id  hira  a  de^iorn  to  overturn  the  constitution, 
or  to  enervate  its  functions,  Yet  you  are 
jiOi^  called  upon  to  devote  to  in£amy  and 
death  the  gentleman  whom  I  am  defending, 
u  tor  treading  in  tiie  duke  of  Kich- 
m  j>s— not  indeed  for  adopting  the 
pbm  ijt  uoLversal  suffiragCfOr  for  followin<>  it 
up  by  the  same  means  which  the  duke  nas 
iceomnaendtx),  but  fur  shrinking  to  a  plan 
fu  more  restramed  and  nioderate,  and  de- 
tUming  even  to  effect  that  system  of  modcra- 
tiaOf  vy  the  procedure  which  the  duke  both 
inatloited  Axi)  M(Acits£D. 

But  it  seems  all  the^e  doctrines  and  pro* 
csodiugv  are  hut  cofuyr  and  dectif^  manifested 
bgrthe  di^iphne  and  regularity  of  their  siege 
•ignnst  the  character  and  authority  of  govern- 

ment. 'I'he  conspirators  sat,  it  ̂ ^eems,  by 
4d^«titd  authontjft  from  muKitudes  tuo  large 

fo.  '  i; — they    did    so,  certainly; 
>)  c  exampfe,  in  form  as  well  as 
iu  ̂uiJ!ju*iii,. ,  I'i  ihehighe«*tniien  in  the  kingr" 
dom,  among  whom,  by  the-hy,  are  to  be 
6aod  manv  of  the  members  of  lliat  govern- 
meot  which  has  levied  this  prosecution.  I 
inli  prove  to  you  (for  I  have  now  in  Court 
•omfi  of  the  firvl  and  mo^t  honourable  men 

i&  the  kingdom  to  pruve  it),  thnt  in  the  year 
1180,  the  very  same  plan  of  delegation  from 

U.d»e«  was  miopttfd,  and  for  the  iden- 
I  of  correcting,  by  the  formidable 
ithlic  discountenance  ami  censure, 

1  '     '         uilimre  of  public  mooey, 
by  corrupt  niHuence  in I  ,.  ,11  nrovc,  that  for 

<tf  rcfonuing 

  ^  -in,  these  ho- 
s  who  were  nevtjr  accused 
I  rea!>on,  >at  in  convention  in 
I  the  city  of  l^iidon  ;  dcle- 
nt  district**  were  iippoinled, 

tome  of  wiiijiu  ̂ u-e  now  in  my  eye  ;  and  you 
will  find,  in  short,  that  no  gue  step,  in  form 
cv  10  uitMUnoe,  ha&  been  taken  by  the  un- 
Airtnnate  persons  who  are  now  the  subjects 
of  iIkU  prosecution,  that  were  not  taken,  and, 
hi  mf  opinion,  legally  and  constitutionally 
UkuBu  hj  their  superiors,  whose  exam|>les 
Uhiyntve  followed.    Let  my  exfresi^oos  be 

"a,  n  179^1. 

pTS 

the  i(i< 
wraDg 

f 

tbe  C 

ptbperly  ulTderstooil ;  1  stand  upon  a  srcat 
theatre,  and  should  be  sorry  to  say  any  Aing 
which  I  cau  have  occasion  to  recall.  Let  it 
be  recollected,  that  I  am  not  defending  uU 
the  papcrt  which  have  been  read;  some  of 
them  are  rash  and  absurd  in  the  extreme; 
many  of  them  are  indecent ;  many  of  them 
clash  with  one  another,  which  is  not  sur- 

pri&in|^,  since  they  were  written  by  persons 
of  various  descri|»tioi]s,  who  had  no  rommtf> 
nication  with  one  another.  But  that  is  not 

the  question — the  question  is,  nkut  were  the 

objects  of  thue  soctetiejr,  from  the  result  t^'  the, 
whole  tvidence  f  These  papers  arc  not  prose* 
cuted  as  libels,  but  are  charged  to  have  beea 
written  with  (he  intention  to  promote  a  ci>0- 
venlion  to  supersede  and  assume  the  govern- 

ment But  will  any  honest  man  say,  that  he 
can  collect  from  these  writings,  taken  in  a 
maUf  and  as  indicative  of  the  pursuits  of 
their  authors,  any  such  intention  or  system? 

on  the  contrary,  it  is  impossible  to  ii<<ten  to 
them  with  common  candour  and  attention, 
without  observing,  that  the  needle  is  not 
truer  to  the  pole,  though,  when  it  is  disturbed 
and  agitated,  it  oscillates  round  the  point  of 
its  attraction,  than  these  poor  people  were 
to  the  promrition  of  reform  is  thf,  Commons 
HousK  or  PAUhtAMK.NT,  by  collecting  the 
sense  of  the  people  on  the  subject;  conscious 
that  though  purliament,  as  the  duke  of 
Richmond  expresses  it,  would  not  spontO' 
rieouifif  yield  what  those  who  sway  it  have  a 
corrupt  interest  in  refuMng,  yet  that  it  might 
be  obtained  by  that  which  must,  and  willini 
the  end,  obtain  every  thing  from  any  govern- 

ment, however  consUtuled  — the  slow^  gra- 
dual, and  progressive  eftect of  public  opinion; 

— ^this  was  their  object — and  I  do  maintaio 
here,  in  my  own  person,  that  it  is  the  privi- 
le^  of  Englishmen  so  to  collect  the  opinion 
of  the  country;  and  that  it  is  the  duly  of 
parliament,  nay,  its  very  use  and  office  in 

the  state,  to  attend  to,  and  to  give  eH'ect  to the  opinions  so  collected  — An  eminent  per- 
son [Edmund  Burke]  whose  writings  I  have 

often  had  occasion  to  cite,  e.xpfc^%es  this 
sentiment  with  admirable  justness  and  force — 
^*  The  virtue,  spirit,  and  essence  of  u  Housa 
of  Commons  consists  in  its  being  the  express 

image  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation.  It  was 
I  not  instituted  to  be  a  conlroul  rrow  the  peo- 

'  pie,  as  of  late  it  has  been  taught,  by  a  doc- 
trine of  ihe  most  pernicious  tendency.  It 

was  designed  as  a  control  roll  the  people."* 
"  The  House  of  Commons  was  supposed  ori* 
ginally  to  be  no  part  qf  the  itundtng  goitrn* 
ment  of  thii  country.  It  was  considered  as  a 
control^  issaing  immtdiateli/  fron»  I  he  |»eople, 
and  speedily  to  be  resolved  into  the  ma^s 

from  whence  it  arose. "f 

♦  Thoughts  on  the  Cause  of  the  Present 

Discontents,  Burke's  Works  V  ol.  2,  p.  386, Qvo.cdit.  of  18t)l. 

t  Thoughts  on  the  Cause  of  Ihe  Present 
Discontents,  Burke's  Works,  Vol  ?,  p.  237, 8vo.cdiLof  ItiOU 
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To  bring  Iiack  the  House  of  Commons  to 
this  genuine  office  and  character,  by  fixing 
the  public  attention  to  its  departure  from  i^ 
was  the  obvious  drift  of  all  the  proceedings  of 
the  societies,  as  they  are  fairly  to  be  collected 
from  the  evidence.  Undoubtedly  there  are 
among  the  papers  strong  invectives  against 
unbridled  monarchies,  TOcause  they  .were 
written  while  monarchs,  having  no  law  but 
their  unbridled  ambitions,  were  laying  waste 
the  liberties  of  the  world ;— there  are,  I  ad- 

mit, strong  censures  upon  those  corruptions 
which  have  embarked  this  country  in  a  sys- 

tem (as  they  thought  it)  of  tyranny  and  in- 
justice ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  them  which 

touches  the  king  of  Great  Britain's  majesty 
or  office,  or  the  hereditary  dignity  of  the 
Peers;  there  is  nothing  which  glances  at  a 
wish  to  introduce  a  republic  into  England : 
there  is  strong  democracy,  indeed,  but  it  is 
confined  to  its  proper  sphere— to  the  restora^ 
tion  of  the  House  of  Commons,  whicu  is 
THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  DEMOCRACY  OF  EnGLAND. 

The  House  of  Commons  is  perpetually 
talked  of  as  if  it  were  a  self-existing  body,  in- 
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fif\y-eigh't,  which  is  a  majoritv  of  the  House. 
So  that  every  thing  that  is  to  bind  and  ascer- 

tain your  rights  or  mine ; — every  measure  that 
is  to  promote  the  glory,  or  to  bring  on  the  (de- 

struction of  the  country ;— every  act  or  system 
of  government,  which  is  either  to  give  us  the 
continued  prosperity  of  peace,  or  to  afBict  us 
with  wasting  and  calamitous  wars;— every 
event  that  may  render  this  mighty  nation 
flourishing  and  happy  to  the  latest  posterity, 
or  bend  it  down  to  the  ignominious  yoke 

of  foreign  or  domestic  enemies;  all  these 
heartstrings  of  a  |)eople,  instead  of  depending 
upona  House  of  Commons,  proceeding  from 
themselves,  are  to  be  pulled  and  torn  asunder, 
as  the  caprice  or  interest  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  individuals,  who  choose  irepresenta<- 
tives  for  the  whole  kingdom  may  suffer  or  di- 

rect. Yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  the  pride  and 

glory  of  the  English  government  that  by  law 
we  are  equal,  livmg  under  the  same  sanction, 
and  enjoying  similar  privileges. 

Gentlemen,  all  this  was  made  manifest  to 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  honourable 

gentleman  *  who  made  the  motion  I  allude  to, 
dependent  of  the  people;  whereas  it  is  their  |  and  who  held  a  language  which  the  meanest 
mere  agent ;  the  organ  by  which  they  speak  '  man  in  England  can  understand.  His  Ian- 
and  act ;  and  which  betrays  and  abdicates  its  '  guage  was  this — "  I  assert  this  to  be  the  con- 
trust  the  moment  that  it  assumes  a  language  '  dition  of  England  ;  if  you  say  it  is  not — do 
of  its  own,  which  the  people  do  not  auspicate    justice  to  yourselves  bycalling  upon  us  for  the 

and  approve.  'I  ake  away  such  a  House  of 
Commons  from  the  British  government — re- 

move the  control  which  the  people  have  in  it 
upon  the  executive  authority  by  the  free  choice 
of  their  representatives,  and  then  tell  me  how 

it  dirt'erb  from  the  most  despotic  establish- ments, which  are  the  just  detestation  of  the 
world.  Yet  how  can  it  be  asserted  that  tlie 

people  of  England  have  that  control,  if  they 
nave  not  the  free  choice  vi  hich  bestows  it  P 
The  Society  of  the  Tricnds  of  the  People, 
part  of  wljose  proceedings  the  crown  has 
thought  tit  to  mdke  evidence,  and  to  speak  of 
with  respect,  have  placed  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  demonstrated 

proof,and  expose  your  calumniators  to  reproach 
—but  if  it  be  the  condition  of  England,  shall 

it  not  be  redressed."  Gentlemen,  the  proof 
was  not  received,  and  the  grievance  con- 

tinues. This  is  the  clue  to  the  whole  evi- dence. 

I  do  not  mean,  therefore,  to  say  (and  let  it 
be  understood  that  I  have  not  said),  that  my 
clirnts  would  not  be  equally  guilty,  and  equally 
subject  to  capital  punishment,  it,  under  the 
irritation  of  this  or  any  other  grievance,  they 
had  said— Let  us  supersede  this  surreptitious 

parliament,  and  hold  a  convention  to  assume 
its  functions.  —  When  I  asserted  that  the 

people  in  tliis,  and  in  every  country,  had  a 
by  posjitive  evidence,  this  fallen,  humiliated  i  fight  to  change  llieir  government,  I  never 
condition  of  the  country.  They  offered  to  meant— what  must  have  been  supposed  by  the 

prove,  that  I'ecrs  and  the  treasury  actually  Court,  from  the  indulgent  interruption  I  re- 
nominate ninety  members,  and  procure,  by  ceived— I  never  meant  that  each  individual, 

influence,  the  return  of  seventy-seven  more,  choosing  for  himself,  might  rise  in  arms  to 
making  together  one  hundred  and  sixty- seven:  i  overturn,  by  force,  an  established   constilu- 
that  ninety-one  mdividiial  commoners  in  the 
country  procure  the  election  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine,  and  that  one  hundred  and 
sixty-two  individuals  absolutely  return  three 
})undrcd  and  six  members,  a  majority  of  the 
entire  iiou*>c  of  Commons. 

(icntleuien,  thisa  is  no  vague  assertion  of 

tion— Ear  from  it,  gentlemen — I  meant  to 
say— what  the  people  of  England  will  he  tlie 
last  to  misunderstand,  as  they  were  the  first 
to  practise  -that  all  governments  stand  upon 
the  public  will,  and  ought  to  endure  only  for 
the  puldic  benefit ;  and  that  when  this  sacred 
maxim  is  forgotten,  or  tiampled  upon,  a  na* 

mine — I  am  reading  the  precise  state  of  it,  as     tion,  without  the  conspiracy  of  individuals 
■  ,r      .  i_  .  .  ..      •  wiiirii  triiniual  law  can  act  upon,  will,  sooner 

or  later,  do  UMlfiustice.  1  meant  farther  to 
say,  that  when  1  observe  men  referring  to 
these  great  and  original  principles  of  society — 
when  I  see  them  recurring,  in  argument,  to 

*  Mr.  Charles  Grey;  afterwards  [second] 
Earl  Grey. 

it  was  offered  by  a  regular  motion   in  parlia 
iiiciit,  which  L  hud  my.self  the  honour  to  se- 

cond :*  we  oHered  to  establish,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  si:.ty-two  persons  did  actually  return 

three  hundred  and  six  out  of  five  huudrcMl  and 

•  Sec  the  New  Tdrl.  Hist.  Vol.  30,  pp.  7ii7, 



aij        ̂ ^^      for  High  Treason 
thie  lif^d?  of  frecilom  which  their  ancestors 

' — when  I  suf  Englishnaen  par- 
n«;  to  the:  cloriou*;  cm  of  ihe 

];.  ,  .,.  Li.u,  wht^n  their  fathers  drove  from  the 
iui.    I'  ,  i.r  fif  the  crown  a  riueof  kiui»s  which 

vcr  Ihcm  ahnost  ume  beyond 

^^tit  for  a  private  man  (to  them 
-'■"•  in  thi:ir  sltail — when  I 

r.   .  .   I  I  .  [josilion,  I  am  so  far  from 

f  '  ='M;ickoh  the  king'!>au- 
' ,  it  is  a  fresh  confir- 
n  in  his  title  ;**-li is 

.  tae  king  of  the  people,  upon  the 
Avt\c  ihat  the  people  can  change 

^^ ;  and  it  is  the  most  glorious  title 
prince  can  enjoy,    Tiii^r.  ahe  wy 

t!». — 1  love  the  kirij^,  but  I  cun  have 
I  i^-spect  or  affection  tor  hinni  than  tiiat 

from  the  common  relation  of 

if^cl — Dm  ?ipeulkingof  Ai»i  who 
1  ntiture  is  to  succeed  him,  luul 
iiorc  ihun  a  common  interest  m 

/^,  ,,,...  itid  glor>",  1  hold  the  same  lan- 
KU»aCi  *nd  liAve  ever,  piibhcly  and  privately, 
beiJ  it.     If  he  IS  not  to  inherit  and  to  hll  the 

tiiru lie  upon  thitt  t^e^t  and  roost  honoiimble 
tltk,  hi?  udicritance  is  not  worth  having,  and 
u  ool  lung  to  he  had. — They  who  act  upon 
toy  ,ah»j«  principle,  betray  the  king,  ami  en* 
dftDLj  ibUshment. — Say  to  the  people 
ci  1  tis  IS  your  constitution— It  is 
Bol  it'll  Ik*  <J  ii|Hjn  you  at  a  weight  to  crush 

yctu — bill  hj'?  dei>c ended  to  you   from  your 
wise  tori.'Idthcr*,  for  your  protection  and  hap- 
piiKJU^-lt  I*  ///Lir  mslilutinn,  the  work  of 
their  wiMlam.and  their  heroic  valour — As  they 
nude  Jt  Un  till  ni«<c)vei»  and  their  posterity,  sn 
fm  may  <  h.t(ig;e  it  for  you  and  foryours.  •  Bgt 
WtU.  TO|i    WA5.TOH.I.Y    tlRStUOT  YOUR  INUEKI- 

TAsiCK  f  Say  ihi«i  to  lhem«  and,  to  u^e  the 
CBprffcMun  uf  a  celebrated  speaker,*  in  the 
4aM  of  America,  **  They  wi)l  chng  and  grap- 
nfe  to  tlieir  roust iiutiun,  and  no  lorce  under 
JhfCavcn  Will  tear  them  from  their  allegiance  to 
:*  "'^  !  t  those,  then,  who  govern  the  country, 

i.w  tli»y  propagate  the  fashionable 
'  ...n.ini  puwer. — 1^1  them  recol 

1(  tt  i  people  are  generous  and 
€1*1)^  lijw  the  Vkilue  of  ibcir  own 
il»tiiiiiitin».'~i  real  them  with  hherjihty,  con- 
£dmce,  and  ju»licc,  and  nothing  is  to  be 
Inrcd. — Hut  tf,  on  the  utlier  hancl,  a  system 
^f  cofi^lraint  and  terror  in  to  be  puriiueil,  and 
one  part  ol  Ihe  nation  frtgblened  or  corrupted 
til  derame  the  other,  (  tremble  to  think  of, 

—I  4'  ^ivc  utterance,  in  this  place,  to the  V  e*. 

■J  i  .^.r-n  by  the  duke  of  Rich- WOQV  .ivowed  and  wise  reason 
Ibr  1  ;n  tiic  cau?sc  of  reform ;  and 

-  It  in  hi:i  publication,  which 
^    >of  has  demonstrated  to  have 

iud  Burke 

[  hpccch  on  moving  Ttesolutioni  for  Conci- 
liition  with  America.    New  VmL  Ili&t  Vol 
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been  the  cause  and  the  model  of  all  the  pro* 

ceediogt  before  you  ? — why  then  are  their  mo- 
tives assumed  or  arsucd,  agaiEi«»t  the  whole 

evidence,  to  be  difercal  f  I  will  read  the 

passaee: ^'Tne  lesser  reform  has  been  attempted  with 
every  possible  advantage  in  its  favour ;  not 
only  llrom  the  lealous  support  of  the  advocates 
for  a  more  effectual  one,  but  from  the  asvi5t- 
ancc  of  men  of  great  weight,  both  in  and  out 
of  power.  But  with  all  Iheje  temperaments 
and  helps  it  has  (iiiled.  Not  one  proselyte 
ha&  been  gained  from  conuption  ;  nor  has  the 
least  ray  of  hope  been  held  out  trom  anjr 
quarter,  that  the  House  of  Commons  was  ii 
chned  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  refo 
The  weight  of  corruption  has  crushed 
more  gentle,  as  it  would  Imve  deteated  a: 
more  efficacious  plan,  in  the  same  circuni* 
stances.  From  tliat  quarter,  therelbre,  I 

have  nothing  to  hope."  IVtnn  uhut  tfuartfr 
n-as  there  nothing  to  hope  f  From  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  had  been  tried,  in  which 
not  one  proselyte  had  been  gameil  from  cor- 

ruption. What  then  was  his  resource?  1 
fehall  gtve  it  to  you  in  hiisi  own  wurds :  **  It  is 
from  the  people  at  large  that  I  expect  any 
good.  And  1  am  convinced  that  the  only 
way  (o  make  them  tieel  that  they  »ire  really 
concerned  in  the  business,  is  to  contend  for 
their  fuii,  dear^  and  indisputahie  rights  of  uni" 

versai  reprtientution"  Kjght*-  that  are  repug- 
nant and  contradictory  cannot  exist.  If  tnere 

be  a  right  in  the  people  to  universal  suffrage, 
it  is  the  covcrnment  which  conspires  against 
the  people,  and  not  the  people  against  go> 
vcrnment.  But  my  client  offers  no  such  ar- 
gijnient— A«  diffcn  totally  from  the  duke  of 
Richmond;  and  therefore,  when  his  grace 
comes  here  to  give  evidence,  he  ought  not, 
upon  the  only  principle  which  can  justify 
these  proceedings,  to  be  permitted  to  retire ; 
since  he  has  written  and  done  ten  times  more 
than  can  be  imputed  to  the  unhappy,  miserable 
men  who  arc  now  languishing  in  prison,  for 
following  much  less  than  his  example.  His 
grace,  in  the  same  paper,  expresses  himself 
farther,  in  these  remarkable  words  : — '*  When 
the  people  are  fairly  and  equally  represented 
in  parliament,  when  they  have  annual  oppor* 
tunities  of  changing  their  deputies,  and, 
through  them,  of  controlling  every  abuse  of 
government  in  a  safe,  ea^y,  and  legal  way, 
there  can  be  no  longer  any  reason  for  recur- 

ring to  those  ever  dangerous,  tjioitgb  some- 
times NtCESSARY,  liXPEiUtNTS  OP  AN  ARIItP 

FORCE,    WHICH    SOTUINC  BUT    A    »AD  COVEBK- 
MF-NT  CAN  jLSTJFT.  Such  a  ma^nauiiiiou* 
end  to  your  proceedings,  when,  alter  having 
restorecl  liberty,  commerce,  and  free  govern- 

ment to  your  country,  you  shall  voluntarily 
retire  to  the  noble  character  of  private  citizens, 
peaceably  enjoying  the  blessings  you  havepro- 
cured,  will  crown  your  labours  wiih  everlast- 

ing glory,  and  is  worthy  the  genuine  patriotic 

spirit  which  animates  the  Irish  volunteers.'* I^l  it  not  be  forgotten  that  this  letter  was 
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ftfldresscd  to  colonel  Sharman,  romnnuiding  a 
large  armed  force  in  iFclaod,  without  com- 

mission from  the  crown. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  amazing  the  different  ef^ 
feet  which  the  tame  writings  have,  according 
as  the  author  happens  to  be  cited  when  the 
work  is  read.    It  this  letter,  which,  coming 
from  the  pen  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  is 
only  a  spirited  remonstrance  a^inst  corrupt 
ministers,  had  been  read  in  evidence  by  Mr. ' 
Shelton  at  the  table,  as  the  letter  of  citizen  j 

Margarot,  Skirving,  of  Yorke,  the  whole  mass  | 
would  instantly  have  been  transmuted  into  | 
high  treason  against  the  king.  j 

But  it  seems  tliat  their  objects  were  dif-  j 
fercnt — for  that  it  is  plain  thc^  had  abandoned  i  equally  implicated  in  guilt, 
theconstitutiunalmodeof  petition,  which  was  I  subject  to  death  under  the 
miune  recommended  in  this  letter.  I  main- 

tain that  tliis  imputation  is  directly  in  the 
teeth  of  the  whole  body  of  the  evidence.  All 
the  witnesses,  both  now,  aod  upon  the  former 
trial,  and  thic  witnesses  too  tor  the  crown, 
prove  tlie  ycTy  reverse; — they  all  say  that 
they  looked  to  success  throueh  the  slow  ope- 

ration of  reason ;— that  they  Knew  the  House 
of  Commons  would  disreganl,  as  it  had  often 
disregarded,  the  scatterra  petitions  of  tmall 
num&n  ;  but  that  if  they  could  collect  the 
uni9enmlienstofthepeopU}moTi  the  subject,  the 
success  of  their  object  woula  be  insured,  and  in- 

sured through  the  rcgularorgansof government. 
How  else  were  the  questions  on  the  slave  trade 
carried  P — Parliament  had  treated  the  mea- 

sure, in  its  origin,  with  contempt ;  and  I  must 
say,  that  the  arguments  against  its  sudden  or 
speedy  abolition  were  so  weighty,  in  my 
mind,  that  I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  it ; 
because  I  knew,  from  an  acquaintance  with 
the  islands,  tliat  part  of  the  evidence  was  cr- 
toneous  and  exaggerated,  and  because  I 
thought  the  white  population  totally  inade- 

quate and  insiifhcicnt  to  maintain  the  settle- 
ments established  under  the  faith  of  the  na- 

tion ;  but  when  at  last  the  ujtdX  voice  of  the 

people  of  En;;land  came  to  be  collected  toge- 
ther— when  p;irliaineiit  was  surrounded,  not 

with  arms,  Ijut  by  petitions — I  recollected 
that  I  was  a  representative  of  tiic  people,  and    IkmIv  ;  governed  by  its  majority,  and  bound 

let  us  see  how  many  are  to  be  involved  m  it; 
for  Mr.  Attorney  General  is  a  person  of  too 
much  wisdom  and  experience  to  impute  to 
the  seven  people  in  Newgate  the  design  to 
call  a  parliament  without  a  wide-spread  cxmd- 
bination.  How  then  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  ? 
And  to  what  circumference  is  the  empire  of  dcu 
struction  to  extend  ?  If  the  evidence  of  the  con- 

spiracy is  to  be  collected  from  the  whole  mass 
and  tenour  of  the  conduct  of  these  societies, 
and  is  to  attach  upon  the  prisoners,  not  from 
any  specific  acts  of  their  own,  but  principAlIy 
because  they  belong  to  some  one  of  them  as 
members,  it  is  plain  that  all  who  have  at  any 
time  belonged,  or  yet  belong  to  them,  are and  equally 

law.  How 

many  tenants  at  the  will  of  the  ministers  are 

upon  this  principle  to  hold  their  lives  in 
Great  Britain  ?  All  the  hundred  and  eiehty 
delegates  who  met  at  Edinburgh,  and  alTthe 
thousands  who  sent  them,  are  of  that  de- 

scription ;  and  thousands  more  in  every  po- 
pulous town  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Let  every  man,  therefore,  m  respon- 
sible for  his  own  acts,  and  not  for  the  writ- 
ings and  opinions  of  others,  and  more 

especially  of  others  whom  he  never  saw  or 
heard  of.  When  men  co-operate  fbr  some 
PUBLIC  object,  which  in  common  they  agree 

in,  it  can  never  happen  that  they  shall  agree 
in  every  thing  belonging  to  it;  nor  are  s 

man*s  opinions  ever  to  be  taken,  even  by  tbe 
result  of  the  resolutions  of  those  with  whom 

he  associates  for  an  avowed  object. — I  shaH 
exhibit  to  you  a  proof  of  this  in  one  of  the 
most  enlightened  men  that  England  ever 
bred,  and  to  whom  she  owes  unparalleled 
obligations.  I  mean  to  call  Mr.  Fox,  who 
will  tell  you  tliat  he  was  a  delegate  for  West- 

minster,'in  the  year  1780,  when  a  convention was  held  to  consider  of  the  btst  means  for  ob- 
taining a  reform  in  parliament ;  his  opinions 

were  always  adverse  to  universal  suffrage, 
yet,  nevertheless,  his  name  appears  to  the  pe- 

tition which  asked  it  of  the  House  of  Com- 

mons, being  signe<l  to  it  as  chairman  of  the 

that  my  opinion  ought  to  be  controlled  by  the 
judgment  of  the  nation.  Many  others  I  W- 
iicvc,  conducted  thcmscK'Cs  upon  the  same 
princi^ile.  The  constituent*  of  any  pivcn 
meuibcr  have  no  risjht  to  control  his  jinlg- 
mcut,  hVT  THi:  vofrp/nF  the  peofi.e  of  K.no- 

LASU,     IPOX     ANT     SCBJECT,    01' CUT    TO    nC     A 
UII.F.  TO  Tiic  Ilousr.  OF  COMMONS.  Those 

very  petitions,  upon  the  iuhject  of  the  slave 
trade,  were  collti  led  too  in  the  very  manner 
which  now  gives  such  mighty  offence  :  they 
were  managed  by  delegation  anti  committees 
of  conference  and  co-operation  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom. 

Let  us  next  examine  what  part  of  the  of- 

to  give  effect  to  it:>  procee<hng«.  In  the  :<ame 
manner  vicious  men  may  mix  themselves 
amoiit;  the  honest,  with  the  ulterior  design  of 
establishing  evil  upon  tl;e  basis  of  what  is 
good :  it  ever  must  be  so  in  all  the  trans- 

actions of  the  world  ;  and  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence may  Icid  to  a  suspicion,  th.it  it  might 

be  so  in  the  present  instance ;  but  tor  that  very 
to  be  the  more  abun- 

forcign  and 

irrt'levant  matter  ;  and  shonld  examine  into 

e:kch  man's  guilt  or  innocence,  by  his  own  in- divuhhil  conduct. 

(ienilcinen,   I  have  hitherto  insisted  upon 
the  views  of  the   Coiivtitutional  JkKriety  as 

reason  a  jury  lai^ht 

duntiv  cautious  ol  the  cfi'ect  i»f 

fence,  upon  the  principles  it  is  contendcti  to  ;  they  are  to  l>e  cv))lccleil  trom  its  origin  and 

exist,   applies  peculiarly  to  the  unfortunate  '  its  arts ;   and  I  nmet^ually  prepared  to  show 
trisoners  who  have  been  selected  tor  criminal    (indcoil  it  must  decisively  appears  already,  by 

justice;  «id  if  their  guilt  can  be  csublUhed, !  every  tiling  which  lias  \>ccn  proved  by  tM 



9851 fifr  High  Treason. 

tf^ftwii),  tbal  the  objects  of  the  Corresponding 
Society  were  precisely  similar;  Ihal  they 
wcf«  «»o«cd  D\'  their  original  instilulion. 
whicb  tHey  pthlishffd  lo  Ih*  world ;  and 
«lMcb,  lied   upwards  of  three 

ever  f  mce  in  most  cx- 
',  !■  ir  lUii  \y\  l|»e  cruvvn 

II.  i:  \  fr  .  M  t  uijiirlous  or 
.,  atiei  li.i\iiig  for  nil  that 
,:hrd  inlo  every  newspaper, 

and  »t*i«  I-....,  ..\  l»y  ever)'  buukseller  in  the 
Idfigdutn,  witttuut  even  u  common  informa- 
tieo  heij»i»  put  upon  the  file  against  any 
printer  for  a  libel,  they  havn  been  suddenly 
got  tr.r,  t^n  r,  nni  agfkiust  their  authors,  but 
» ;  r  to  their  very  ejiistence,  and 
iu  ihc    ebbyratc    coramentary 

u^t4i  V  of  hifjh  treason,  which  yon 
htif**  1  d  to  Itslca  to  Jor  so  tnuny 

djty*  togtHH-r. 
Jjei  us  now  examine  the  original  institutkm 

<jf  '*     '"    •    I uUng  Society,  and  see  wbe- 
t:  iind   fairness  it    lurnixhcs 
L  li  iiavc  been  made  upon  ir. 

s  itii  the  introduction  of  dan- 

E  — jct  on  the  very  front  of  it 
V.  ^^i  out  'fcith  describing  their  ob- 

^  hay — *'  Laying  uside  all  prelen- 
tioikt  U>  t^figinaUtif^  we  claim  no  other  merit 
ihar)  that  of  monndering  what  has  already 
I  I  in  our  common  cause,  by  the  duke 
<  id,  Mr.  Pill,  find  thttir  thtn  honest 

b?ick,  and  perstvero  in  support- 
diiur  and  ical    the  banners  of 

y    displayed  by  ihcm," — Now  I 
liiy  fter^m,  who  wdl  only  consent  to  eic- 

erc»e  tli-  . .  mnwn  candour  of  a  gentleman 
fto  ta  of  the  scrupulous  reserve  of 
crlmii  ,   whether  it  was  possible  for 
£  e  object  v/is  to  fjcrseverc  in 
!.•  ii  Mr>  Pilt  and  the  duke  of 

BidiaionU  luwd  uriuinaled  and  descrted^ — bet- 
\n  w   nK*re   di^^tnittly  to   express  it.     Tht 
L  nd  unambji^uous — ■ 
1  »hitr  and  deceit ; — 

til  iiiLV  who  assert  that  a 

is  I  he  very  reverse  of  his  ex- 
\titve  that  variance  as  a  mat- 
I  oiuparing  his  conduct  with 
—  Hiis  any  such  proof  been 
I   li  1-  before  us?   So  fmr  from 

^^_«    ..      ji<  u   upon  the  second  trial. 
rtje mcquillal  of  Mr    Hardy,  who  stood 

h(fmr  «  jnry  lo  an-wer  for  this  vfry  paper, 
AUTHOR,  and  to  wliich 
The  whole  object  of 

MT  ihii  variance  between 

icty,  and  this  its  original 
i.M^--iun;     wilh  what  success, 

rilirt  has  iccorded:    not  a  witness 

•   jhr  crown  who  did  not  prove 
-r   of   the  unputution;    and 
d  as  it  was  of  the  most  pri- 

>.  of  all  whom   rashness  thought 
'  t,  ntjt  a  j^frtp  of  wrilin^r  was  pro- 
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withitanJlng  the  arquUtat  of  the  mioived  auih<tr  * 
and  puhihlitr  qftku paper,  to  the  espresfed  M* 
ttn/aiiuiu  of  the  Court  and  cmmtry^  it  is  now 
read  ater  again  as  evidrnec,  and  tehemtntfy 
insisted  utjon  with  the  rcry  tame  arguments 
uhirh  had  httn  Ufitre  rejected^  with  thiM  dtf- 
frtence  itnli)^  that  instead  of  beinf^  tirgcd  a$ 
formtriltf  against  him  who  was  arxounlabiefor 
its  contaits,  (h(y  are  now  employed  aeainU  a 
grnthmuH  luho  f/yc-*  not  appear  from  any  prvnf 
to  have  been  even  acquainted  with  its  existence; 
and  who  began,  and  had  been  pursuing  ni3  ob- 

ject (trhatCTcr  it  was),  for  years  t*efore  ih9 
paper  had  a  beings  which  is  used  to  decypher 
his  itttentions.  How  completely  is  the  lord 

chief  justice^s  argument  sunverled,  and  tora 
to  pieces  by  this  procedure!— So  far  from 
sanctioning  the  principle,  that  men  are  not 
entitled  to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 

fair  construction  of  their  expressions,  his  lonl- 
ship  told  the  jury,  that,  in  a  case  so  highly 
penal*  they  were  not  even  strictly  to  be  bound  [ 
by  their  literal  intcrprclalion :  yel  you  arc 
now  gravely  asked  to  condemn  to  death  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar,  by  taking  the  meaning 
to  be  directly  the  reverse  of  what  langua^. 
has  established,  altltough  all  the  extrinsic 

evidence  by  which  alone  such  a  latitude  of*] 
judgment  could  be  endured,  tails  in  with  and 
supports  the  ordinary  construction  of  the writing. 

The  logic  by  which  this  raode  of  judi^raent, 
is  established  keeps  pace  in  novelty  with  the^^ 

IfropositioD  itself:  '*  People  may  taik  of  their^j 
oyalty,"  says  the  solicitor-general,  "  and  of, 
Iheir  love  for  the  constitution,  when  nothing, 
like  it  is  in  their  hearts.    Lord  Lovai  *  did  so 
when  he  was  plotting  the  destruction  of  hit 

country."    Surely  thi^  observation  is  hardly, 
worthy  of  so  learned  a  roan— Lord  Lovat  took^ 
up  arms  against  the  king;    he  was  actually, 

taken  in  open  and  banded  rebellion  ;   and,' therefore, to  be  sure,  any  thins  he  micht  have, 
said  or  written  upon  the  subject  of  nis  prin- 

ciples or  intentions  could  be  of  no  avail 
whatever  he  might  have  said  or  nnV/fw,  hi 

I  open  deed  condemned  htm.      If  a  man  holds  a. 
knife  lo  my  throat  lo  destroy  me,  it  is  in  vain, 
for  him  to  «ay  he  loves  me.— But  to  give  tbi^^ 
case  of  lord  Lovat  any  bearing  upon  the  pre-^ 
sent,  you  must  first  prove  that  our  design  wa  [ 
to  arm :    and  I  shall  then  admit  the  argu^^ 
ment  and  the  conclusion.    But  has  any  such, 

proof  been  given  upon  the  present  trial  ?   It^j 
nas  not  been    attempted— the  abortive  evi-j 
dence  of  arms  has  been   abandoned— evcn^ 
the  solitary  pike,  that  formerly  glared  rebel' 
lion  from  the  corner  of  the  Court,  no  longer, 
makes  its  appearance;   and  the  knives  have; 
retired  to  their  ancient    office    of  carvini 

Happy  was  it,  indeed,  for  me.  that  they  wc« 
ever  produced  ;  for  so  perfectly  common  l^erui 
they  throughout  all  England,  and  so  notori-- 
ously  in  use  for  the  most  ordinary  purposes, 
^^—^^^^^^^^^~^^^^~^^^^~^^^^^'^        ■— ^^^i^j— ^^^^^ 

*  See  his  trinl  in  this  CoUecttoo,  Vol.  la 

p.  5W. 
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that  public  justice  and  benevolence,  shocked 
ai^he  perversion  of  truth  in  the  evidence 
concemine  them,  kept  pouring  them  in  upon 
me  from  all  quarters.  The  box  before  me  is 
half  full  of  them ;  and  if  all  other  trades 

should  fail  me,  I  might  set  up  a  cutler's  shop 
in  consequence  of  this  cause. 

The  next  passage  of  the  original  institu- 
tion, which  the  solicitor-generu  selected  for 

observation,  is  precisely  of  the  same  sort. 
It  is  impossible  to  support  his  argument  on 
it  without  confounding  the  whole  structure  of 

language— If  (say  they)  we  can  once  regain 
an  annual  parliament,  to  be  fairly  diosen  by 
the  people,  they  will  then  be  restored  to 
their  just  share  in  the  government  of  their 
country.  The  expression  is,  regain  annual 

parliaments — yet  the  charge  is,  that  the  con- 
stitution was  to  be  wholly  subverted,  and  a 

new  and  different  one  established. — How  is  it 

possible  to  regain  that  which  was  never  be- 
fore established  ?-^How  were  they  to  regain 

that  which  they  were  themselves  to  invent, 
and  to  create  f — How  was  that  to  be  restored 
which  never  before  had  an  existence  ? 

The  next  accusation  against  the  Corres- 
ponding Society  is  so  manifestly  and  so 

glaringly  unjust,  that  I  feci  I  have  a  right  to 
complain  of  its  introduction  :  though  nut  of 
its  introduction  by  my  learned  friends,  who 
were  bound  to  lay  before  the  jury  all  the  ma- 

terials which  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament, 

representing  the  nation,  had  adopted  upon 
the  subiect;  the  attorney-general  was  un- 

doubtedly boimd  in  justice  to  the  prisoner,  as 

well  as  in  deference  to  parhament,  not  to 
garble  the  proceedings,  but  to  submit  the 
whole  of  them  to  your  consideration.  I  have 
no  complaint  against  Aim,  or  against  any  of 
the  honourable  men  who  assist  him.  So  far 
from  it,  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart,  at  this 
moment,  than  that  the  impression  of  my  ob- 

servations should  reach  beyond  the  Court, 
and  affect  the  attorney  general  himself, 
whose  candour  and  integrity  I  know  will 
be  open  to  receive  them.  It  was  impossible 
he  could  know  what  he  has  learned  from  the 

evidence  in  the  last  cause,  or  what  he  is  yet 
to  learn  from  it  in  this. — And  as  I  foresee 
that  the  most  beneficial  consequences  may 
arise  to  others  hereaiUT,  from   the  subject 

Gentlemen,  the  accusation  which  the 
House  of  Commons  made  part  of  its  report, 

and  the  injustice  of  which  I  complain  is,  that 
the  Corresponding  Society  haa  no  sooner 
been  established,  than  a  society  at  Norwich 
wrote  to  them  to  know. the  object  of  their  in- 

stitution ;  and  that  so  conscious  were  the^ 
that  their  designs  were  different  from  their 
public  professions,  that,  instead  of  at  once 
appealing  to  their  printed  institution,  to 
speak  for  itself  upon  the  occasion,  they 
wrote  a  dark,  guarded,  enigmatical  letter,  in 
order  to  conceal  a  purpose  which  could  not 

with  prudence  or  safet^v  he  revealed.  I  con- 
fess, I  never  in  my  life  was  so  much  sur- 

prised as  at  the  impudence  and  falsehood  of 
this  assertion ;  for  I  maintain,  that  it  is  not 
possible  for  language  to  furnish  an  answer 
more  explicit,  nor  one  that  in  more  direct 
terms  did  appeal  to  their  public  declaraUoos 
for  their  designs.  I  will  read  to  ytiu  the  very 
words  of  the  correspondence :  the  Norwich 

Society  say — "  Our  principal  design  in  writ- 
ing, is,  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of 

knowing  more  exactly  what  may  be  thought 
the  most  eligible  steps  to  he  taken,  in  carry- 

ing on  this  great  business  of  our  ass4»ciated 
brethren,  and  to  h:ive  an  opportunity  to  ask 
such  sort  of  questions  as  may  be  thought 
very  reasonable  among  the  brethren ;  espe- 

cially when  we  think  that  publications  are 
covered  with  a  sort  of  obscurity  in  it,  as  the 

Sheffield  people's  declaration,  which  seemed 
determined  to  support  the  duke  of  Rich- 

mond's plan  only ;  but  since  wc  find,  in  a 
printed  letter  received  from  them  in  a  book, 
that  they  mean  to  abide  by  some  moderate 
reform,  as  may  hereafter  be  brought  forward 
by  the  Friends  of  the  People,  which  method 
is  uncertain  to  us.  Again,  we  find  that  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  and  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  do  not  exactly 

agree ; — we  could  be  glad  to  know  the  rea- 
son. It  seems  to  me  as  though  the  difference 

was  this — the  Friends  of  the  People  mean 
only  a  partial  reform,  because  they  leave  out 

the  words  expressing  the  duke  of  Richmond's 
plan,  and  talk  only  of  a  reform ;  while  the 
Manchc!>ter  people  seem  to  intimate,  by  ad- 
dressini^  Mr.  Paine,  us  though  thi'ynere  intent 
«;><»«    republican   principles   only. Now,  to 

being  sccu  by  my  learned  friend  in  its  true  i  come  closer  to  the  main  question,  it  is  only 
and  uenuine  colours,  I  shall,  whatever  may  j  desired  to  know  whether  the  generality  of 
be  the  lahuur  lo  myx*lf,  prcH*eed  in  the  dt- 1  the  societies  mean  to  rcft  satisfied  with  the 
tcclion  of  the  faliaiies  which  have  been  I  duke  of  Kichmond's  plan  only ;  (.»Il  WHE- 
heaped  on  oueam.thrr,  though  manvof  them  i  THKIJ  IT  IS  TIIKIK  PKIVATt:  OF^IGN 
have  little  or  n..  application  to  the  Jefcmc  in  III)  KIP  IP  MDNAKtllY  liY  THE 
which  I  am  n..vv  injj.ti^rd.  My  client,  indeed. '  H(H>T?,  AND  PLACi:  DEM(K:RACY  IN 
generously  imin»^e!>  tins  burden :  as  he  lookinl    IfS  STKAD." 
only  to  the  i;t  iicral  happiiiex.  in  the  conduct 
which  briij;;'*  Inm  u  priM^ncr  before  you, 
without  aiix  |Hj».MhIe  viiw  i«f  advanljjie  to 
hhnself.  *<i  lie  Uow  luitks  anxiou'-lv  ruuiul 

Mm  Willi  the  •'ante  titu^ruw"  and  indt  p(>nJi  iit 

This  is  the  Icllt  r,  \]:c  language  of  which 
has  been  ̂ o  mi^lttilv  relied  uyon,  and  which 
i>  priutrd  in  italic^  and  capUal>  in  the  reports 
of  Kith  lli)ti>('h  %}(  Parliauu'iit.  But  what,  in 

the  fir>l  pla'j\  h.ive  the  t'orrc>poudiug  So- 
ipirit,  and  cnfeel.le>,  l»\  expaiiNum.  ihc  arjzu-    cicty  to  do  with  li:c  laiii;u.ii;e  of  this  letter; 
ment  of  his    own  innoceiut.-,  that   it  itia\  t  and  how,  in  comuK'n  decency  or  < 

extend  to  protect  the  innocemc  of  others, '  scusc,  cau  it  td'ccl  rum?  Is  it'to  be A/jd  to  vindicate  the  freedom  of  his  country.    I 
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ibaU  Iw  liuitelied  upon  mc,  be- 
I  am  ftbsunlJy  or  impcrtiucnlly  nskcd 

whether  my  intcntiona  be  liaitorou*:    tinlebS 
Inct  or   iJeclaralions  have 

.K  suspicion,  or  unless  the 
il   h^   intention  can  be  collecU'd 
A^i^WEU  ?    If  my  anxjctr^   imlccd, 

iijiin-,'1.-,    cunc!ij*iun    a^iin'+l    inc,     that    is 
<|uilr  itiujitier  thij;:      h<  I  nn,  tlierelore,  exa- 
tfcuie //-rW  ,    lor  i1j€  *fifsii<»N  13  no  evidence 
»t  all   \i\\\  as  it  is  inlroductorv  of  the  reply  : 
w!     M,!,u](l  yoti  hclicve  il? — the  anmcr  is  not 

iie<!,  that  I  can  find,  in  the  rejiorts; 
oily  suppressed;   and  is  oulj  inlro- 

*]tir»-ii,  hv  tlie  candour  of  the  crown,  in  Ihe 
conduct  of  the  prosecution.     The    answer, 
which    bears  date  tlie    96tb  of  Noremhcr 

1T9f ,  begins,  as  was  natural,  with  tecapitu- 
Utinc:  the  r]uebtions  put  to  them,   nearly  in 
Ube  lAngiij|>c  of  the  letter  itself;    and  theft 
ihtj  tmy — *•  And  as  to  the  object  we  hare  in 

%  we  refer  you  to  our  addresses ;  you  will 
Bce  we  mean  to  disseminate  political 

and  thereby  engage  the  judiciuus 
Mft  of  tbe  nation  lo  demand  a  reU oration  of 
kwir  rights  in  annual  pabliame>ts;    the 
lik«mbcT«  of  those  parhaments  owivg  fkeir 
gketian.  fa  the  unbought^  and  evtn  unhimitd^ 
itftmge  of  every  citaen  in   poi*euion  nf  hit 

^dmiin^and  not  irfCapacMittfd  by  crime:t.**'^Thh 
it  the  answer  of  the  Corresponding  Society. 
iUMl  having  set  myself  to  rights  With  my 
kwned  friends  at  the  bar,  but  meanlfir^  (o 
MCtfkd  my  courtesy  no  farther,  because  jtis- 
Iks  eonftnes  rt  to  /A-rm,  surely  I  have  a  right 
tfrask  whether  it  be  consistent  with  llic  i\if^' 

or  character  of  a  great  and  august  trl- 
to  accuse  persons  capitally  arrested, 

before  the  season  of  their  trial,  of  having 
ak  fmm  questions  put  to  ihero  lor  afi 

«f|iG«Jt«tin    of   their  motives,  alihaugh  th&y 
vni^wMtd  (if  tht  antwrr  J  have  juit  tead  to 
fkifh  rrfert  the  fueatiortK  po»itii>ett/  and 

ritimMiy  to  their  iiriginat  uddrea*  ;  which 

fmsts'  the  same   le»al  object'*,  if  possible, 
mh  aitdiiional   precision ;    and   which  tells  ' 

thai    from   these  object'*  m  a    trcond 
deltntuUd  and  exprascd^  thty  menn  nti- 

llrr  to  deviate  to  tht  right  or  Irf}^  but  ta  pursue 
IIbm  6y  afi  meant  rnnti^tent  with  the  law  and 

C0ui$f'ijt'<f.'i  at'  thr  Lirte:dam. 
Th-  ii)n,  which  is  made  ttwm 

Ihe  1 1    ̂   ir  proceedings,  is  still  of 
tll»  temc  complexion, and  turns  round  directly 
!d  their  support. 
The  thur^,  yon  observe,  is  for  conspiring 

to  htM 

■-i  ̂ A  1 

>nventioij  in  England,  in  the  year 
1  the  government,  and  to  de- 
)y  the  kinu; ;    all    the    papers 
h  have  been  read,  with  CLtrlter 

-en  only  produced  to  convince 
,....  r,r%ii,,rj   ̂ vas  projectetl  for 

To  establish   this 

tJong,  Mr.  Solicitor 
i  ̂       i      r  tnc  leave  to  remUid 

.  .|rf  oitni,  "^  Look  to  the  lan- 
'1  1. 1»  ihey  ihemsclres  speak  of  the 

V'.  "i,    .\\v. 

proceeding  in  agibition— Let  ns  agree  to  bold 
ANOTHER  British  Cpnvention — What  could 

this  mean?"  says  my  learned  ty\en(\^  f^!/t*tg  a 
itron/i  emphciis  upon  the  word  AMOitieR^— 
**  What  could  it  possibly  mean,  but  a  resolu- 

tion to  hold  another  Convention  smiiAr  to 

that  which  had  been  hrld  m  North  tiritai/t^ 
coiisisliui;  of  dele^Hles  frura  the  difrennt  sol 
cietic*,  and  which  had  been  before  di'-persciJ 

by  the  authority  of  the  law  ?"  I  takf:  him  ar 
Ills    WORD  — IT  COULD    RAVE    SO   OTlltR   MCaM- 

CNR.  They  most  unqucstionubly  intended  a 
cohs'ention,  similar,  m  all  re^pei  is,  to  the 
one  at  Kdinhurgh,  which  had  been  suddenly 
dissolved;  and  consequently,  upon  ius  owfi 
principles,  to  make  out  a  case  of  treason 
against  the  prisoners  who  projected  this 
EirfitiSM  Convention,  he  must  show  that  the 
a^scmblinff  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh  waa 
an  act  of  nigh  treason  in  all  who  were  en- 

gaged in  it.  To  establish,  upon  his  own 
principle  of  their  desi^s  bcin*  t^imilar,  that 
ihfc  English  Convention  was  prfur  ♦  '  ith 
the  view  of  assuming  and  exerc;  e 
functions  of  parhament,  he  is  ,„..  ..v.^ly 
bound  to  show  that  the  Convenlion  at  Edio- 

birrgh,  oi  which  it  was  a  type,  did  actually 
assume  and  e^tercise  them!  Han  he  esta- 

blished erther  of  these  proofs?— Has  he 
shorwn,  by  evidence,  thai  the  hundred  and 

eighty  persons  who,  as  delegates  from  the dilieretrt  societies  in  Scotland,  assembled  at 
E<fiiJbftrgh  under  th*  name  of  a  convention, 
did  in  fact  its^cmhh  to  supersede  the  parlia- 
ment  of  the  kingdom,  and  were  godty  of  the 

crime  Of  high  treason  ?  —  Has  he*  shown (which,  to  maintain  his  argument,  he  is 
bound  to  do)  that  all  those,  who  sent  them 
for  that  purjKise,  were  implicated  in  the  same 
gmlt? — If  he  has,  he  has  stnick  at  the  lives 
of  thousands  and  ten  thousands  of  his  ma- 

jesty's most  affectionule  subjects  in  North Brhain,  who  were  members  of  tho^c  societies. 

Has  be  proved  distinctly  that  thin  Edinburgh 
Convention  did  actualtif  nuNme  if  iliftfaft,or 
untf^of the functiitm  ol^otimmrnt^  which  he 
says  would  have  been  jsjsumed  here,  by  the 
meeting  in  agitation,  hufl  it  not  been  nipped 
in  tlie  bud  by  (he  arrc<l  of  the  prisoners,  the 
seizure  of  their  papers,  and  the  institution  of 
this  solemn  proceeding  ? 

The  solicitor-general  having  himself  made 
this  the  question,  a^,  indeed,  he  Could  not 
avoid  it,  let  us  examine  what  has  been  proved 
upon  the  subject.  And  in  entering  upon  this 

duty,  it  really  fiUsi  me  v»^iih  horror  to  think 
that  the  lives  of  men— what  do  I  say— op 
mfn! — that  the  lives  of  IvNCMsiiMFy  sl*iould 
depend  iqx»n  the  successful  resohition  of  such 
a  chaos  of  matter  a^  is  yiread  before  me,  in 
which  every  facully  of  the  mind  is  bcwil- 
A.-rr-A  .nd  confotmiied; — that  they  should 

have  iUcir  own  writings  to  explain, 
mn  transactions  to  answer  for,  but 

that  there  shoiild  be  hea|>ed  upon  their  heads 
every  thing  that  has  been  said,  written,  or 
transat tcil,  fw  years  together,  in  every  corner 

U 
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of  the  kingdom,  by  penoDS  with  whom  thej 
not  only  never  actea,  but  whose  names  or 
existences  they  never  heard  of.  If  the  cri- 

minal Jaw  of  England  countenances  such  a 
proceeding,  how  is  the  subject  to  contend 
with  any  prosecution  which  the  crown 
chooses  to  institute  F—W here  is  the  man  ca- 

pable of  assisting  him  upon  such  a  trial  ? — 
What  purse  is  equal  to  the  expense  of  wit- 

nesses?— and  where  is  the  tribunal  equal, 
in  body  and  in  mind,  to  its  decision  ? 

In  the  first  place,  however,  and  before  I 
proceed  to  explore  the  proceedings  of  the 
Edinburgh  Convention,  in  the  best  way  I  can 
throuch  the  maze  of  materials  before  us,  let 
me  ask,  as  a  preliminary  question,  what  the 
hon.  gentleman,  whom  I  repretent,  had  to  do  with 
them  f — Supposing  all  it.i  tramactions  had  been 
trea$on,  how  is  he  affected  bv  them  f — It  has 
been  assumed  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  an  active 

promoter  of  the  Scotch  Convention,  because 
nis  name  stands  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
Constitutiontd  Society  as  present  when  the 
sending  of  a  delegate  to  Edinburgh  was  un- 

der deliberation.  Good  God!  Gentlemen, 
how  gross  is  this  conclusion,  and  how  per 

used  to  wuHi  an  act  of  parliament  mi^ 

fine  him  for  life— who  was  painfully^ ing  a  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  leaminjg,  than  the  rudest  health 

could  with  safety  brmg  to  it— who  was  in- 
tensely devoted  to  resetfches  which  willhemf^ 

ter  astonish,  and  will  not  he  soon  forgotten  by 
the  world — who  was,  at  that  very  moment,  en- 

gaged in  a  work  such  as  the  labour  of  man 
never  before  undertook,  nor  perhaps  his  in- 

genuity ever  accomplished— who  had  laid  out 
near  an  hundred  pounds  only  in  packs  of 
cards  to  elude  by  artifice  and  contrivance  the 
frailty  of  memory  and  the  shortness  of  life, 
otherwise  insumcient  for  the  magnitude  ot 
hb  pursuit — who  never  saw  the  Constitutional 
Society  but  in  the  courtesy  of  a  few  short 
momentSvaf\er  dining  with  some  of  its  .most 
respectable  members ;  and  who  fositivehji  ̂  

jected  to  the  very  measure  which  is  the  w*noIe foundation  of  the  prosecution,  is,  neverthelcKM, 
gravely  considered  to  be  the  master- string, 
which  was  continually  pulling  and  directing 
all  the  inferior  movements  ot  a  conspiracy  as 
extensive  as  the  island,  the  planner  Qf  a  revo- 

lution in  the  government,  and  the  active  head 
nicious  is  the  principle  which  concludes  it ! —  i  of  an  armed  rebellion  against  its  authority. 

his  entry  would  not  be  evidence  in  an  action 
•for  ten  pounds ;  yet  what  would  not  do  upon 
such  an  occasion,  or  upon  a  charge  for  killing 
a  hare  or  a  partridge,  is  to  be  used  as  evidence 
to  destroy  the  life  of  an  English  subject,  and 
with  it  the  law  and  constitution  of  the  king- 

dom.— ^The  society  has  been  considered  as  a 
corporation  ; — its  books  have  been  laid  upon 
the  tabic  as  authoritative  acts,  binding  upon 
all  its  members ;  and  the  pen  of  the  secretary 
of  a  club  is  to  conclude  upon  a  fact  which  is 
to  affect  life.— The  real  truth  is  (and  it  ought 
tobe  a  inlemn  teaming  to  Courts  of  Justice  not 
to  depart  from  the  strict  rules  of  evidence) 
Mr.  Tooke  was  not  present  when  the  propo- 

sition for  sending  a  delegate  to  Edinburgh 
was  made ;  neither  did  the  proposition,  when 
made,  on  that  day  receive  the  concurrence  or 
approbation  of  the  society,  but,  on  the  con- 

trary, was  objected  to  by 'the  majority;  not because  they  thought  it  criminal,  but  because 
they  believed  it  Xoht  useless.  The  farther  dis- 

cussion of  the  subject  was,  therefore,  post- 
poned from  the  35th  to  the  S8th  of  October, 

when  a  special  exlraordinarv  meetins;  was  ap- 
pointed, and  Mr.  John  Williams,  the  mover 

of  the  proposition,  was  sent  to  Wimbledon  to 
request  Mr.  Tooke  to  attend  and  support  it; 

but  it  appears  by  Mr.  Adams's  evidence  that he  absolutely  refused  to  come,  and  treated 
the  proposal  as  frivolous  and  impertinent,  in- 

somuch that  he  was  consideredasa  man  bribed 
and  pensioned  to  betray  the  cause  of  parlia- 

mentary reform,  by  withholding  his  support  to 
a  legal  and  well  meant  proposition  in  favour  of 
the  procecdinnfi  in  Scotland.  Yet  this  gentle- 
inan,  greatly  advanced  in  years,  and  declining 
in  his  health,  who  was  shut  up  at  this  time, 
and  long  before,  within  the  compass  of  his 
house  and  garden  at  Wimbledoo;  where  he 

Gentlemen,  is  this  a  proposition  to  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  ot  honest  and  enlightened 
men,  upon  a  trial  of  life  and  death? — Why, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Arabian  Nights  Enter- 

tainments, or  in  the  Tales  of  the  Fairies,  which 

is  not  dull  matter  of  fact  compared  with  it/>^ 
But  the  truth  is,  as  it  stands  already  upon 
Mr.  Adams's  evidence,  that  so  little  was  the 
energy  of  the  society  upon  the  subject,  that, 
at  the  general,  adjourned,  and  extraohiinary 
meeting,  which  was  to  decide  upon  this  great 
question,  which  Mr.  Tooke  thought  so  small 
a  one,  but  upon  which  the  fate  of  Great  Bri- 

tain is  considered  here  as  having  depended, 

only  'seven  people  gave  their  attendance; 
and  although  Mr.  Yorke  was  chosen  delenite 
to  give  countenance  to  the  cause  and  toTor- 
mer  resolutions,  yet  there  were  obstacles  to 
the  completion  of  his  mission,  because  the 
ways  and  meant  could  not  be  provided  for  his 

support. 
It  appears  also,  by  Mr.  Adams's  evidence, 

that  the  Constitutional  Society,  which,  for  the 
purposes  of  this  proceedioe,  nas  been  repre- 

sented as  a  sanguinary  ana  widely  extended 
conspiracy,  consisted  only  of  a  few  ̂ ntlemen, 
who  wished  well  to  the  cause  of  constitu- 

tional reform,  which  they  were  tgo  honest  to 
abandon,  but  too  insignificant  in  wealth,  or 
numbers,  efficaciously  to  support.  Jn  order, 
therefore,  to  prevent  themselves  from  being 
laushed  out  of  a  very  honourable  purpose, 
andto  prevent  the  honest  and  independent 
part  of  the  public  from  giving  up  the  cause 
of  reform,  form  the  despair  of  countenance 
and  support,  they  published  in  their  resolu- 

tions thousands  of  papers  which  they  never 
printed,  and  expended  large  sums  which  tiiigr 
never  had.— I  might  therefore,  irtioUj 

cUneallconsideretioaofthfi  Scpldl^  ~~ 
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tmpcrtiflent  and  irrelevam,  and  if  I 
my  own  master  I  would  do  so  ;  but  the 
g^ntirman  who  has  a  right  to  direct  my 
met,  with  a  cenero?;ity  wliich  must  endear 
to  every  body,  even  m  this  very  moment, 
Im  leca  mc  preparing  to  measure  my 
ir»e  by  the  exigency  of  his  own  particu- 

defcnce,  insists  upon  my  meeting  the  so- 
if-giencrJi  upon  the  major  proposition  of 

is  argument : — **  I  could  maintain,"  says  my 
HClienl,  interrupting  his  own  counsel  in  his 

defence,  "  I  could  maintain  that  I  am 
DOl  criminal  (you  have  already,  indeed,  amply 
maintained  it) ;  but  thai  it  not  enough  ;  v^ben 
the  lives  of  others,  and  the  privileges  of  my 
country,  are  embarked  in  the  controversy  j  I 

call  upon  you,  therefore,  Mr.  Erskine",  to flnintain,  that  I  litre  u  no  criminality — I  desire 
that  the  acts  of  others,  through  whose  sides 
I  am  vainly  sought  to  be  wounded,  in  order 

llttt  llie  re^'erbcrating  stroke  may  pierce  them 
deeper,  may  be  vindicated  and  explaro- 

\/* — In  obedience  to  the  task-master,  then, 
it  us  see  what  this  convention  did  :■ — 
One  of  iheir  first  declarations,  and  which 
preposterously  rehetl  on  to  prove  iheir 

ttion  of  the  powers  of  government,  is  in 
words — 

•*  Resolved,  That  this  convention,  consider- 
Ibc  calamitous  consequences  of  any  act 

ftbe  legislature" — Act  of  the  legislature  ! 
AVhy,  according  to  these  gentlemen,  tliey 

rcrc  TBtMSFLVES  THt  LF.Cf3L*TUBr,    fOT    thc 
iture  was  gone,  if  their  argument  be 

the  moment  the  convention  sat. 

t**  Resolved,  That  this  convention,  consider- 
[•Ing  the  calamitous  consequences  of  any  act 

'  tbc  Wi«»lature,  which  may  tend  1o  deprive 
or  any  part  of  the  people,  of  their 

iNed  right  to  meet  by  themselves,  or 
irdele^tes,  to  discuss  any  matter  relative 
tbcir  rights,  whether  of  a  pubhc  or  private 

',  and  holding  the  same  to  be  totally 
msistcnt  with  the  first  principles  and  safe- 
of   society,  and  also  subversive  of  tbe 

IVCWy     ANP  AC&NOWtCDGED  CONSTITUTIONAL 

LfBamTtes  op  Englishmfs"   Gentlemen, 
J  mist  pause  here,  though  in  the  very  middle 

'  M  fcntence,  because  every  limb  and  mem- of  it  furnishes  a  decisive  rcftitatioJi  of  the 

1"     r    arc  men  accused   of  having 
Mprcme  authority,  and  as  tbe 

-i  i.nglish  law,  who  are  yet  peace- 
ting^  under  the  bannert   of  the  taw, 

Siilablc  privileges  of  subjects  to  dia- 
cuts   the   rights  which    that    law    bestows. 
'Ihey    then    say,    and  here,  il  seems,    lies 

treason  — "  We  do  therefore    declare, 
God    and    our    country,    tliat    we 

^ball  pay  no  regard  to  any  act  which   shall 
lioilifiiic  against  the  comsriTtj'TioN   op  our 

rrar."     But,  according  to  the  other  side 
t«f  the  tji^le,  thc  constitution  of  the  country 

"Vis  f**  :v  ■  'v!,  and  all  its  powers  assumed  by 
thiM  :i,  although,  in  the  very  pro- 
CDt^u.^     .....  1  they  thus  most  unaccountably 

lor  commentary,  they  bow  obedience 

to  all  acts  ctmtistent  ttith  the  r 

only  refuse  it  to  such  as,  in  n  i- 
litated  against  the  first  prinrij.l.r ...  .i-i  i  i.^- 
lish  government,  which  they  were  determined 
to  support,  instead  of  being  banded  to  over- 
turn.  But,  in  what  manner,  and  to  what  ex- 

tentj  did  Ihe^  project  a  resistance  to  acts  mi- 
litating against  their  rights  ;*  Did  they  me- 

ditate, by  force,  the  destruction  of  parliament 
which  iiifrin^cd  them?  Listen  to  Ihc  con- 

clusion of  this  declaration,  upon  which  so 
much  has  been  said,  and  tlien  tell  me  whe*, 
ihcr  this  body  can,  with  common  decency 
justice,  be  charged  as  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 
**  Wc  wilt  continue  tn  anembU  to  cmisider  tks 
hcU  meant  by  uhich  ve  can  accowptnh  a  real 
representutwn  oT  the  neople,  a nd  «  n n u al  par- 
liamentty  until  compelled  to  desist  by  superior 
Joree,*'  What  is  this  but  saying,  that  they 
will,  for  an  honest  end,  abide  the  penalties  of 
an  unjust  law,  rather  than  escape  from  them 

by  its  observance  ?  Mr.  Justice  Blackslonc' 
truly  say&,  that  there  is  nothing  even  immoral 
in  such  disobedience — for  that,  if  there  were 

— ^prohibitory  and  penal  regulations  would  be 
snares  to  the  conscience  of  the  subject.  The 

fact  is,  there  never  had  been  a  law  in  Eng- 
land, nor  was  there  any  then  in  existence, 

to  prohibit  the  measures  they  wen-  *-i..7:i.>p4 
in.    An  act  which  had  just  been  i 
Ireland  had,  lor  the  hrst  lime,  de<  ii 
proceedings  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  though 
without  an  act  we  are  now  treating  them  as 
high  treason;  and  the  introduciiun  of  a  simi- 

lar hill  into  the  Enghsh  imrliament  liciug  the 
common  report,  they  resolved  not  lo  sanction 
its  unconstitutional  principle,  much  less  be- 

fore the  law  existed,  liy  a  voluntary  ol)edience, 
but  to  wail  its  regular  enforcement  by  the 
magistrates. — ^This  is  not  only  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  resolution  it?.elf,  but  it  is 
established  beyond  a  doubl,  by  tlieir  subse- 

quent conduct,  as  it  appears  by  the  letter  of 
Margarot,  the  delegate  of  the  Corresponding 

Society,  who,  giving  an  account  of  their  dis- 
f)ersion  by  the  magtstrates,  as  I  shall  present- 
y  read  it  to  you,  expresses  himself  lo  this 
etTeci — "  If,"  says  he,  "we  had  desisted 
without  the  exertion  of  superior  lurcc,  il 
would  have  been  surrendering  our  rights,  and 
the  privileges  of  others;  but,  wlicn  called 

upon  by  superior  force,"  i.  e.  by  the  autho- 
nly  of  thc  magistrate,  "  the  submission 
could  not  be  considered  as  an  acknowledg- 

ment of  transCTession  on  our  part^." — Tlie 
dissolution  of  this  parliament  (as  it  is  gravely 

styled)  is  described,  liy  Margaret's  letter,  to 
have  been  effected  thus  ;— **  Two  messengers 
came  again  into  our  room  with  Gcrraki ;  thev 

left  a  summons  lo  appear  at  ten  o'clock  :  with 
Margarot  they  left  nothing  but  a  request  to 

accompany  Gerrald  to  the" office  ;  yet,  when arrived  there,  he  found  that  a  warrant  was 

issued  against  him  for  the  purpose  of  detain- 
ing liim  a  prisoner.  On  Thursday  the  whole 

convention  were  equally  ill  used ;  the  provost 
wcut,  and  after  pulling  Matthew  Campbell 
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BrowD,  of  Sheffield,  out  of  the  ehair,  ordered 
^convention  to  disperse,  and  told  tbem,  b« 
would  allow  no  such  meetings  in  future. 
The  next  day,  the  convention  havix^  afreet] 
to  meet  at  another  pl^ce  out  of  the  lufi^iiio 
tion  of  the  provost,  we  bad  not  lone  heei)  ̂ s- 
^mbled,  beibre  the  sheriff  appeared  ani|oi^st 
us,  and  h^^vine  asked  whetner  the  meetmg 
was  the  Uritish  Convention,  and  being  ̂ i^ 
e'^ered  in  the  a^&rmative,  ordered  u^  W  de- 

part. He  asked  who  was  president— upon 
which  MargaroL  hs^ving  openly  asked  and 
obtained  leaye  fnun  the  convention,  placed 
himself  in  the  chair,  and  ̂ Id  the  sherMf  he 
would  not  break  up  the  meeting,  nnltt$  wi- 
canMtUutiQnalfy/orcid  tktreto,  hjf  the  9kttijf*$ 
pulling  him  out  cfthe  chair ;  which  the  latter 
after  some  hesitatbn,  complied  with.  The 
ex-presidentyGerrald,  wastnen  jput  into  the 
chair  in  or^er  to  be  pulled  out  b^  the  sheriff 
i\lso,  which  being  done,  the  n^ecting  was  then 
closed  with  prayer,  and  thecompai^y  departed 

peaceably.''  Now,  does  the  whole  history  of 
numan  tolly  furnish  any  thing  so  extrava- 
rauitly  absurd  and  ridiculous,  as  to  consider 
ibis  as  the  suppression  of  an  extensive  and 
armed  rebellion,  and  as  a  sort  of  counter-re- 

volution in  Great  Britain  \ 
Upon  the  trial  of  a  solemn  and  important 

cause,  up^n  which  not  only  the  lives  of  inno* 
cent  men  are  depending,  but  the  existence  of 
the  laws  themselves  imilcr  which  we  live, 
I  am  afraid  to  run  into  observations  which 
are  ludicrous ;  but  such  is  the  preposterous 
nature  of  this  whole  business,  that  it  is  im- 

possible to  avoid  it.  In  reading  Uie  minutes 
of  this  convention,  as  the  regular  proceedings 
of  a  parliament,  holding  at  once  the  sword 
and  purse  of  the  kingdom,  we  have  frequently 
encountered  with  matter  which,  whetner  we 
would  or  110,  has  convulsed  us  with  laughter 
iii  the  midst  of  the  awful  duty  we  are  en- 

gaged in.  In  the  minutes  of  tlic  fifth  day, 
toe  21st  of  November  1793,  we  find  the 
deputv  secretary  informing  the  convention 
that  he  hud  last  night  received  fiAcen  shil- 

lings from  six  visitors,  whicli  was  ordered  to 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Skirving,  with  three  shillings 
more  already  collected  ;  and,  on  the  day  fol- 

lowing we  have  Mr.  Margarot  movins  (I  sup- 
pose m  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means), 

tliat  a  general  collection  should  be  made, 
which  being  consented  to,  and  Mr.  Callendar 

GpQsidend  as  ha^nvtg  intended  to  MmHRO  |0 
thepaselves,  and  indeed,  for  a  sea«Q|i,  t» 
l^ve  exercised  all  the  fwvetionB  of  this  giwi 
c<HUHUy>  protected  as  it  is  )^  a  vast  slav4lH| 
^4Py*  bv  a  national  militia,  coosistine  pf  «B 
tM  gentlennen  of  Enghmd  whose  landed  m^ 
terests  depend  upon  the  stability  of  the  goin 
vernment,  and  by  the  great  body  of  Of^leat 
men^hants  and  mooied  men,  w^iose  fonuimi 
are  vested  in  the  p«biic  funds,  and  theielqr. 
their  possessioivs  aW  the  hopes  of  their  Ah 
milies  entwined  within  the  vciy  bewfl^  o( 
the  sUte. 
There  is  another  poial  of  view,  ftmm, 

whence  if  we  examine  t|>is  proceeding,  ii 
rpi\st  appear,  if  possible,  still  more  eatnuv^ 
dinary.  I  admit  that,  in  consequence  of  tbft 
dispersbn  which  they  considered  to  be  iU»« 
gal,  a  great  man^  iofUPUnatory  paoers  vtntt 
written;  and  that  it  was  thought  auviseal^k^ 
itpon  the  whole,  to  subject  the  principal  pcm 
sons  en^ed  in  this  convention,  ta  a  fenl 
prosecution.  But  how  were  they  prosecuted  t 
and  by  that  very  government  which  has  van 
sjtituted  the  present  proceedings  ?  Were  they 
prosecuted  lor  high  treason?— No— Was  th» 
charge  of  treason  ever  thought  of^  or  een- 
nect^  with  their  names  ?— I  answer  mevbs, 
-T-Althoush  thev  were  not  «iel  together,  like 
Mr.  Hardy  and  the  other  unfortunate  pfWi 
souers,  to  consider  how  they  thould  in  Juiw^ 
\^M  a  convention,  but  were  taken,  flagrant* 
delicto,  in  the  very  act  of  holding  i/Me,  andof 
holding  precisely  such  a  one  as  the  prisoBMI 
arc   charged  with    having  only    projected; 
TUKY   WERF.  ONLY  ACCV8£D  OF  A  MISD£M£AJfOllt. 

I  repeat  the  expresssion,  they  were  onlv  pitH 
secuted  for  a  misdemeanor,  although  taken  im 
the  act  of  holding  precitefy  such  u  cowoentitm 
at  the  prisonen  on(y  projected.  For  I  agaia 
refer  to  the  solicitor-general,  whether  he  did 
not  tmce  assert,  ana  his  learned  coacljutur 
THore  than  tuice,  that  the  conspiracy  char^psd 
upon  the  record  was  to  hold  a  conventNA 
similar  to  that  which  had  been  held  and  put 
down  in  Scotland. 

I  assert  also  that  government  had  the  same 
materials  in  its  hands  for  conviction  whioh 
it  has  at  this  hour — they  had  spies  in  eveiy 
corner. 

  "  There  was  not  a  man 

*'  But  in  his  house  they  had  a  servant  fee 'd.** 

and  Mr.  Scott  being  appointed   collectors,  I  And  the  minutes  of  the  convention,  which 
these  gentlemen  made  their  report  inUdnter 

£.  *.  d. 
That  there  had  been  drawn  -  4  5  8 
But  of  which  there  being  two  had 

shilUngx  the  balance  was  -  4  3  8 
To  which  a  person  of  the  name  of  Moore 
added  a  shiiliiis.  Yet  x\i\h  assembly  of  poor 
unarmed  people,  rol lectins  sixpences  to  pay 
for  their  room  and  their  advertisements,  who 
were  dis|H.'iscd  by  a  common  justice  of  the 
peace,  with  less  bustle  than  a  watchman  puts. 
AH  end  Co  a  brawling;  in  the  corner  of  a,  street 
taitry  night  throufbout  the  year,  are  now 

have  been  read  at  your  table  as  evidence  of 
I  high  treason,  were  seized  by  the  provost  and 
,  sheriff  of  Ir^inburgh,  in  1793,  and  read  as 
I  evidence  against  Margarot  and  Gerrald,  when 
;  prosecuted  only  for  libels  in  the  Justiciaiy 

'  Court. 

What  shall  we  say  then  of  a  government 

which  lays  a  snare  i'or  innocent  blood,  bjr 
giving  to  an  act  tiie  character  of  a  misdemea- 

nor, wailing  for  future  victims  when  it  should 
be  exalted  to  tlie  denomination  of 
and  treason.  <E*entlemen,  I  make  dq. 
charge   upon   govc 
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ofatl  tcfewncs  upon  the  suliject,  good  or  evil 
—I  believe  that  Uic  fit  of  &liinii  came  verjr 
lQJil0nt^  «f>^f  v.^^'v  lately  yjwn  tbera;  and 
Ibm  tl  IV,  even  now,  upon  wb&t 

priacji'i  .  re,  or  what  they  have  to 
boBe  inm  tb«ir  pruceediiigs. 
The  ma^i^traies  of  Edinburgh  having 

braogt^'  ^r9  uf  the  convention  before 
Um  cou  aciary,  they  were  convicted 
«C  mlldccnt^jjuirs ;  but  tb&»e  judgments,  in- 
ftotil  of  f^roducinf  the  cHect  that  was  ex* 

MOted  rrcmi  '  '     '<1  (as  ever  happens 
tnm  pCTvci '  L^reat  irritation  and 

:Qt.      Mnv\  \Mir,  lu  my  mind)  and  in 
is  far  more  important,  in  some  of  the 

''«>  COUUlrV,  ILLEGAL  ?RO- 

nigh  I  (fo  not  mean,  in 
tiiy  Attack  upon  magis- 
t  of  their  duty — 
.'  %f«.— It  should  not 

ke  itat4Ml  b«fe  U»ai  Ihcy  were  illegal 
Mr.  ErUune, — I  did  not  say  they  were  Ulc- 

IH^I  fdud,  thai  in  Mr  OFJKJON  tkty  wete  jo, 
md  ikai  iAey  avrr  quciiioncd  in  pttrimmtnt  a* 
■c4.  It  IS  nut  my  purpose  to  give  offrnce  to 
hit  lordatvip,  wiu)  ha^  given  u»  an  indulgent 
lai  attentive  bearing  through  the  whole 
•oBT^c  of  thii  cause;  but  it  b  material  to 

ttale^  imc»H*'-^  •■  ̂ "^ounts  for  some  of  the 
"  io  that  the  opinion  and 

of  I  -  tj  judges  af  re  ̂ uej/«w«- 
kk;  thjit  tiiey  were  actuaUy  questioned  in 
fifiia4Kietit  (as  thxt  may  yet  hereaftfr  ap. 

iE»i;  and  were  pronouncw!  by  the 
men  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 

harsh,  unconsti^utionaJ,  and  Hie 
SflMtfiing,  therefore,  un<kr  the  lash  of 
MMeocea,  wiiicli  they  cun!»idered  to  be 

I  believing  tliat  their  colleagues  had 
4mm  nothing  more  thun  the  law  authurize<l, 
md  tboir  cooKiences  suggested,  they  came 
li  aa  iotcoiperate  re^iokiUoa  concerning  tlie 

8a0lcbj<»dges  whiL-b,  though  so  {strongly  re- 
loliMi^ciMU  ccftaioly  have  no  sort  of  appli- 
frtiwi  to  the  cMise,  since  if  titey  had  knocked 
m  the  head  the  lord  justice  clerk  and  ail 
kafarathtenf  while  pref^tding  in  their  court, 

of  contenting  lh<un!:>eTvei»wiih  libelling 
it  would  not  have  been  high  treason 
the  untute  of  Edward  the  third.  This 

b«ig-bear  of  a  resolution  is  in  these 
>lafD  not  afraid  to  mc«t  it : 

*  BcKsived,  That  law  cea&es  to  be  an  object 
<f  obedieoce  whenever  it  becomes  an  instni* 

Miof  opprcaeiojL" 
It  m  mere  ibtlfact  propo^itton,   to 
I  WMld  aibscribe  my  own  name  at 

Mayfmm. 
*•  Ecfohml,  That  wc  call  to  mind,  with 

dw  iwpcit  salts^tion,  the  fate  of  the  infa- 
■Mi  Jefierioi,  once  lord  chief  justice  of 
Imliiid.  who,  at  tl)e  era  of  the  glorious  Ee- 
lokiiiDO,  for  the  many  inirjuitoua  sentences 
bi  hid  fttiacd, «%»  torn  to  pieces  by  a  brave 

*"  ttoolpiid,  TIM  those  who  imitate  his 
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Gentlemen,  if  the  applicatioQ  of  this 
was  meant  lo  be  made  to  the  recent  procttdi 
ings  of  the  Scotch  judges,  it  may  be  a  libel 
upon  their  person  £>  and  authority  for  anj 
thing  I  know  or  care,  I  see  nothing  that  it 
either  criminal  or  indecent.  In  my  mind, on 
the  contrary,  the  promulgation  of  such  awful 
and  wieful  rcBections  should  not  be  lef^  to 

the  irre^lar,  and  often  misa])plied  promul- 
gation ot  private  men,  but  should  be  promul- 

gated at  solemn  festivals  by  the  authority  of 
the  slate  itself.  There  ought,  in  my  opmion, 

to  be  public  anniversaries  of  the  detestable^ 
as  well  as  of  the  illustriou^i  actions  of  man* 

kind,  in  order  that,  by  the  influence  of  neg^ 
tive,  as  well  as  of  positive  example,  the  great* 
est  }>osMble  hold  may  be  taken  of  the  grand 

ruling  passion  of  our  nature,  and  the  surest ' 

indication  of  its  immortaUty— the  passion  of" living  in  the  minds  of  others  beyond  the  pe  • 
riod  of  our  frail  and  transitory  existence— By 
such  an  institution,  public  men  would  every 
moment  be  im fuelled  forward  in  the  path  of 
their  duty  by  the  pro$|iectivc  immortal  re- 

wards of  un  approving  posterity;  and»  what 
is  &  till  more  imporLiOt,  and  far  mure  applica- 

ble 10  my  prrsenl  purpose,  wicked  men, 
clothed  with  hum^n  authority  over  their  fel- 
luw-creatnre!>,  wimid  be  deterred  by  the  same 
means  from  the  abuse  of  them ;  because,  in 
the  very  monwsni  when  they  wfrc  a*K)ut  td 
barter  away  the  lilc  of  innocence,  or  the  pub- 
he  justice  of  their  country*  for  some  miseni* 
ble  advance  of  ambition  in  the  decline  of  ii 

transitory  life,  they  might,  perhutts,  start 
buck  from  the  temptation,  appdileu  by  tha 
awful  view  of  future  ages  rising  u|>  before  the 
tmaginaiion,  sitting  in  judgment  up(»n  tbeiff 
characters,  and  proclaiming  them  with  iodi^ 
nation  to  the  uuivcrse. 

But  how,  iifier  all,  do  these  resolutions 

(whatever  praise  or  blame  may  belong  t« 
them)  apply  tu  the  matter  in  band  f  Kor  Mr. 
Tooke  positively  refused  to  vanttion  them. 
Though  chairman  of  the  meeting,  he  would 
not  remain  in  the  chair  when  they  wero 
p4i(ised  ;  and  I  wit!  call,  if  you  think  it  mate- 

rial, the  very  person  who  tock  his  pbct  while 
they  were  pii^sing.  Yet,  nevertheless,  they 
are  brought  forward  against  him,  and  insisted 
upon  with  the  same  lirgiiments  as  if  he  had^ 
been  their  autlior  Cenllemen,  this  is  into- 

lerable.— The  whole  hisLorv  of  human  injus- 
tice can  produce  nothing  like  tt.  -  /%«  prin-* 

ctpU  Hcemg  to  6/*,  thtU  aH  tKe  UMs  writ  fen  by 
atty  man  in  the  world  who  a  I  ttnif  time  hat  supm 
pwitd  a  refutm  in  purliuiHirnt,  u^katever  may 

fre  the  tubjfct  of  them,  and  him-evrr  cUuhing' 
with  ane  another  in  dtMgn  or  opiuwn^  may  b^ 
drawn  into  the  fvtrfex,  and  iMinttd  to  fonviei 

of  high  trtutOH  Mr.  JoHh.  klorne.  t^Htke,  By 
reading  these  contradictory  prrtormances  a^ 
the  evidence  of  his  de^ign^,  they  uiake  hiin 
one  day  a  reformer  of  the  House  cfCoinmonf. 
— the  next  a  rank  republican, — the  third  well 

afl'ected  to  our  mixed  constitution, — and  the 
fourth  TChipsing  into  a  republican  agtizL — In 
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this  manner,  by  reading  juat  what  they  please, 
and  insisting  upon  their  own  construction  of 
what  they  read,  the  honourable  eentleman 
is  made  to  oscillate  like  a  pendolum,  from 
side  to  side,  in  the  vibrations  of  opinion, 
without  pursuing  any  fixed  or  rational  cotn% ; 
although  I  will  show  you  that,  of  all  men 
in  the  world,  he  has  been  the  most  uniform, 
firm,  and  inflexible  in  his  political  course. 

The  next  paper  which  they  read  is  hardly, 
1  think,  at  all  connected  with  the  important 
;subject  of  the  trial,  being  a  mere  squib  upon 
the  present  Just  and  necessary  war.  It  is  a 
resolution  of  the  Constitutional  Society  of  the 
34th  of  January,  to  which  Mr.  Tooke  was 
privy,  in  which  it  was  resolved— ''That an 
excellent  address  of  the  Corresponding  So- 

ciety should  be  inserted  in  their  books.  And 

that  the  king's  speech  to  his  parliament  be inserted  Huder  it,  in  order  that  they  may  both 
be  always  ready  for  the  perpetual  reference  of 
the  members  of  this  society  during  the  con- 

tinuance of  the  present  unfortunate  war — 
and  that,  in  perpetuam  rei  memorianif  they 
may  be  printed  in  one  sheet  at  the  happy 
conclusion  of  it,  which  happy  conclusion  ac- 

cording to  the  present  prosperous  appearances, 
we  hope  and  believe  not  to  be  many  months 
distant" 

Gentlemen,  surely  it  is  not  treason  to  be- 
lieve that  which  ministers  are  daily  holdins 

forth^surely  it  is  not  treason  to  expect  ana 
believe  upon  the  authority  of  parliament  that 
the  war  we  are  engaged  in  will  soon  be 
brought  to  a  prosperous  issue.  Would  the 
people  of  this  country  have  been  so  composed 
in  a  conjuncture,  which  for  calamity  has  no 
parallel  in  the  history  of  Great  Britain,  but 
for  these  constant  declarations  of  the  king's 
ministers,  which  Mr.  Tooke  is  only  accused 
of  having  believed?  Were  we  not  told  (I 
am  not  entering  upon  political  controvergyy  but 
defending  my  client) — But  were  we  not  told 
daily,  that  the  war  would  be  brought  to  a 

speedy  and  happy  termination .''  And  can  it 
be  criminal  in  a  subject  to  give  faith  to  the 
acts  and  declarations  of  government  ?  But 
supposing  it,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be  only 
irony  upon  administration,  and  a  ridicule  of 
their  proceedings,  which  may  perhaps  be  the 
bebt  coustniction : — is  a  man^s  life  to  depend 
in  this  country  upon  his  admiration  or  sup- 

port of  any  particular  set  of  ministers  ?  I  care 
not  a  straw  what  vou,  the  jury,  who  arc  to 

decide  Hpon  my  client's  conduct,  may  think 
upon  these  topics,  or  upon  the  ministers  of 
the  day; — I  rely  upon  your  judgiiicnls>  as 
honest  men,  impressed  with  a  sense  of  reli- 
f;ioi),  who  know  the  sanctity  of  the  oath  you 
lave  taken,  and  the  duty  which  it  imposes, 
and  J  only  introduce  these  subjects,  not  be- 

cause I  think  them  relevant,  but  because 
they  have  been  thought  so  by  tlie  crown,  who 
read  these  papers  to  condemn  us. 

But  it  is  the  conclution  of  this  resolution, 
1  believe,  which  gives  the  offence,  where, 
upon  motion,  the  words  **  faithful  and  ho- 

nourable," which  stood  applied  to  the  parlia- 
ment, were  expunged,  and  the  words  *'  his, 

and  his  only,''  mserted  in  their  stead.— Whst 
then  P-i-This  is  no  denial  of  the  fideli^  of  thff 
kine  to  his  parliament,  but  is  an  inshniationy 
on  tne  contrary,  that  tlie  parliament  was  un- 
ftithfiil  to  the  king.  If  it  can  be  considered, 
therefore,  in  the  serious  light  of  a  libel  upon 
cny  authority,  it  is  a  defamation  of  the  Homse 
of  Cummons,  But  we  are  not  brought  here  to 
answer  for  a  hbel  upon  that  assembly;  we 
are  accused  of  a  conspiracy  to  cut  off  the 
kine — and  in  <m!er  to  prove  it,  they  give  in 
evidence  an  idle  squib  asainst  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  not  teithfulTy  serving  him ;  so 
that  if  the  paper  were  deserving  of  any  oon- 
sideration  one  way  or  the  other,  it  makes 
quite  against  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used 
— unless  it  is  meant  to  be  contended,  tluit  the 
king  and  the  House  of  Commons  are  one  and the  same  thing. 

Another  matter  equally  irrelevant  has  been 
also  introduced,  very  fortunately,  however, 
for  the  honourable  gentleman  at  your  bar,  be- 

cause it  afibrds  a  signal  instance  of  his  gene- 
rosity and  nobleness  of  mind.  I  speak  of  his 

letter  promoting  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Sin- 
clair, who  had  been  convkted  in  Scotland  for 

actinz  as  a  delemite  at  the  convention. 
Although  Mr.Tooke  notonly  never  sent  him 

as  delegate,  but  strenuously  objected  to  his  de- 
legation;— though  he  to  uniformly  opposed 

the  whole  measure  which  led  to  his  convi^ 
tion  and  punishment,  as  to  lead  to  the  ques- 

tion of  his  own  sincerity  in  the  minds  of  some 
who  supported  it; — although  the  consequence 
of  the  sentence  could  not  have  pulled  a  hair 
out  of  his  head,  but  led,  on  the  contrarv,  .to 
confirm  the  prudence  and  propriety  of  his 
conduct ; — yet  in  the  hour  of  Mr.  Sinclair's 
distress,  he  was  the  first  man  to  step  forward 
to  support  him,  and  to  take  upon  himself  the 
Eublic  odium  of  protecting  him,  though  he 
ad  privately  discountenanced  every  act 

which  could  give  the  sufi'erer  any  claim  to  his countenance  or  support.  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  my  worthy  triend  the  attorney-general 
is  too  honourable  a  man  to  make  a  single  ob- 

servation on  this  genuine  act  of  disinterested 
benevolence. — But  I  am  not  the  less  obliged 
to  Mr.  Gibbs  for  not  sufiering  me  to  omit  in 
its  place,  a  matter  which  redounds  so  highly 
to  the  honour  of  the  gentleman  we  arc  de- fending. 

It  is  tlie  same  spirit  that  dictated  the  other 
part  of  the  letter  which  regards  Mr.  Pitt. 
Filled  with  indignation  that  an  innocent  man 
should  be  devoted  to  a  prison  for  treading  in 
the  very  steps  which  had  conducted  that  mi- 

nister to  liis  present  situation,  he  says  (I  have 
mislaid  the  letter,  but  can  nearly  remember 
the  expression),  "  That  if  ever  that  man 
should  be  brought  to  his  trial  for  his  desertion 
of  the  cause  of  parliamentary  reform,  for 
which  Mr.  Sinclair  was  to  suffer,  he  hoped  the 
country  would  not  consent  to  send  kim  10 

Botany  Bay," 
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iiuliri  ,  ^    ■  :  j^i.ung  ihe 
0  r     Put, 

n,  we  romc  nt  last  to  the  very 
1  viz.  the  cronspimcy  to 
1  in  Eiiglaad,  and  the 
ti.  :  lor  thiit  purpose; — and  it  is 
•  <rciim5laucer,  a  cirrumsUQce 
to  niv  v  conclusive  of  the  pre- 
ieot  t  (  mc^n  to  reverse  the 

Carmzi  »l.  •  irol'  yoti  will,  and «hich  nil  canool),  that  Mr. 

lliriU'  w\  ,  Ijeen  acquitted,  wa^s 
I  /r  mover  of  the  propo- 

jiiveotion— and  that  all 

'lent  &trp3  taken  iu  the  accom- 
of  it,  down  to  the  day  when  the 

]vi9M4icj^&  were  sirnt  to  the  Towcr^  were  tuken 
mil  OHijf  miih  kii  ftrtvity^  but  throuf^li  hi$  direct 
9gemqf  i  mod  that  every  letter  and  paper  which 
Iii8  &a read  upon  the  subjetl,  bears  the  sig- 
muire  of  iti^  nanii%  nian^  of  them  bein^  alM} 
of  Ilia  ovQ  composiitiun.      If  the  convention, 

liicrelcDre,  vt*M  oh<'iimlc<l  for  tlie  detestable 
duu-ged  by  this    indictment*    Mr. 

who  has  been  accjuitted,  was  the  on* 
1  the  principal  traitor ;  whatever  was 
ill  ceriaioiy  knew;    whatever  was 

done  Qpoa  it,  ut  not  only  did,  but  actually 
l^d  ibc  way  tu  the  doing  of  by  athert. — iV 
tJjcrp  wtts  a  cun^plracy,  he  was  manifesUy  the 
pnrvripal  cons^viralor* 

't  assertion  or  argument  of  mine — 
1!  -ed  by  the  crown  which  now^  pro- 
»ct:iac5  ^^iT,  Tooke — and  Mr,  Hardy  was 
tl^ercforc  ,/iVs/,  and  most  properly,  selected 
ia  tfud  i  because  the  object  of  the  one  we 
moQw  engaged  in,  and  of  every  other  that 
Can  MiccrriTto  it,  are  only  to  apply  by  rr- 
s>  ition  and  rW/n/fTa/ circumstances, 
li  t5  which  were  direttltf  hrouaht 
Ir  r.  Hardy,  who  stands  acquitted  by 
1>  ..  Day,  which  were  without  con* 
trnver^y  .Mimitted  by  bis  counsel  The  Court 
■idy  in  summing  up  the  evidence  in  the 
fmn  tiijtl,  tliat  it  liad  been  but  feebly  ar- 
fned  that  Mr.  Uardy  was  doI  imphcaled  in 
soiBt  part  of  the  evidence. 
CeotJemrn,  this  was  but  a  cautious  and  in- 

didgcfil  mode  of  sUtemenl  by  the  Court,  lest 
riwhainos  might  be  suppot^ed  to  have  been 
aade  br  us  which  counsel  ought  not  lo 
Wake;  (or  certainly  we  neither  did,  nor  could 
Uleflipt  Xo  deny  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  cog- 
niMnt  oft  &(3d  active  in  every  transaction 
H^cb  regarded  the  British  Convention,  Ihe 

L,  jaOemscin  charged  upon  the  record.  The 

R^lfllBll^-general,  therefore,  is  reducrd  to  this 
^  flBraa,  either  to  contest  the  justice  of  the 

which  acquitted  Hardy,  or  lo 
resent  prosecution.  That  this 
■an  of  the  cause  will  appear 
,11   fUr    nr,-.,r>fs. 

•  ntion  appears  to 
I      ly,  who  has  already 

bfco  scijuiticd  by  his  cguotrj,  bating  re- 

(bfioer  verdict 

1  tr 

eeived  a  letter,  which  has  been  i^^nd  in  yoy, 
from  a  country  correspondent.  4  at 
the   Eilinburgh    Convention    1  un* 
properly  and  illegally  dispersed,  it  would  bt 
proper  lo  hold  iinother;  he  laid  the  proposal 
before  the  Corresponding^  Society,  who 
adopted  it  upon  the  27lh  ot  Alarch  1?94,  and 
transmitted  a  cop>  of  their  nsolulion  upon 
the  subject  to  the  Constitutional  Society  fot 
their  approbation.  Mr.  Hardy,  therefore,  was 
not  merely  active  as  secretary  in  the  progrefts 
of  the  convention,  but  was  in  his  osin  pertan^ 
the  first  mover  and  proposer  of  it;  and  it  is 
impossible  that  the  jury  could  have  honour- 

ably acquitted  him  upon  any  other  principle 
than  their  total  and  absolute  disbelief  that 
the  measure  was  nursued  for  the  detesUiblt 

purposes  imputed  by  this  indictment. 
Gentlemen,  the  best  way  to  support  that 

judgment,  and  to  bring  you  to  the  same  con* 
elusion,  is  to  examine  the  proceedings,  and  to 
let  them  speak  for  themsclvcs. 
The  Corresponding  Society,  upon  Mr. 

Hardy's  proposition,  navin»  on  the  '27tli  of 
March  1794,  adopted  a  resolution  which  they 
transmitted  to  the  Constitutional  Society  fot 
approbation,  that  society  met  the  next  day, 
the  28tli  of  March  to  consider  it;  the  reso- 

lution was  sent  in  the  form  of  a  letter  from 

Mr.  Hardy  himself,  in  these  words : 
*^  I  am  directed  by  the  Loudon  Correspond- 

ing Society  to  transmit  the  following  rcsutu- 
ttons  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mat  ion,  and  to  request  the  sentiments  of  that 
society  respecting  the  important  measures 
which  the  present  juncture  of  aflairs  seems  to 
require.  The  London  Corresponding  Society 
conceives  that  the  moment  is  arrived  when  a 

full  and  explicit  declaration  is  necessary  fronii 
all  the  friends  of  freedom,  whether  the  lata 
ILLEGAL  and  unhe;ud-of  prosecutions  and 
sentences  shall  determine  us  to  abandon  our 

CALSt." 
To  pause  here  a  little^Does  not  this  id- 

contestably  show  that  their  cause  (witli  whalk 

ever  irregularity  it  might  have  been  pur<iued) 
was  no  other  than  the  cause  of  parliamen- 

tary reform; — is  it  not  demonstration  thai 
they  considered  the  persons  convicted  la 
Scotland  as  wrongtully  convicted? — It  is  not 
in  human  nature, — it  is  Iwjyond  the  flight  of 
human  impudence  or  follv,  that  men  under 
a  gpvernaienl  of  law  should  publicly  declaim 
against  prosecutions  as  illegal,  tyranniraly 
and  unheard-of,  if  they  had  either  themselvea 
considered  them,  or  if  they  had  been  held  by 
others  tu  have  been  the  regular  proceedings 
against  traitors  arrested  in  rebellion  against 
their  country.  Construing,  therefore,  tbi» 
part  of  the  letter  as  common  charity  and 
common  sense  must  concur  in  the  coustruc- 
Uoo,  and  as  the  former  jury  construed  it;  it 
is  no  more  than  this — They  say  to  the  Con* 

slilutional  Society,  "  As  we  are  in  the  pro* 
gress  of  an  honest  cause — ^as  we  are  pursuing 
a  legal  purpose  by  legal  means,  which  ntbtrs 
have  adopted  before  us ;  shall  we  abiiudon  it, 
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Unified  by  the  unrighteous  judgments  ofaoo- 
ther  country  ?  or  shall  we  unite  and  persevere 
in  its  support,  confiding  that  whatever  may 
be  the  condition  of  Scotlandf  there  is  no  law 
here  in  England  which  can  condemn  us, 
nor  any  judires  who  can  be  interested  in  its 
perversion  ?  Let  ua  concur,,  therefore,  in  the 
necessity  of  another  convention,  as  the  only 
legal  and  constitutional  means  of  redressing 
the  grievances  which  op])ress  us,  and  which 
can  only  lie  cfilectually  redressed  by  a  full  and 
free  rrpresientation  of  the  people  of  Great 

Britain." The  crime,  therefore,  imputed  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  is  only  this,— that,  ad- 

dressed in  this  manner  by  the  Corrresponding 
Society  m>  de»cribing  U»  objects^  it  assented  to 
the  apiHiintment  of  a  committee  of  their  so- 

ciety, to  meet  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
other,  to  con^iider  of  the  proper  steps  to  be 
taken  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  so 
descril)ed. 

This  is  the  whole  that  can  be  charged  upon 
this  society ;  for  there  is  no  evidence  whatever, 
;even  of  any  of  its  members  heine  acquainted 
with  the  design  of  considering  of  a  Conven- 

tion, until  it  came  to  them  in  the  shape  of  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Hardy,  who  has  been  acquitted  : 

all  the  antecedent  part  being  ab3olutf.lt  and 
ENTIRELY  niH  OWN.  This  proposition,  in- 

deed, was  so  far  from  coming  to  the  Constitu* 
tioDal  Society  as  the  members  of  a  secret  con- 

spiracy, that  it  was  made  in  the  most  public 
manner  to  other  societies,  with  whom  they 
notoriously  ̂ •e^e  not  connected;  it  was  made 
to  the  Sotioty  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member, 
whose  prinriples  and  conduct  have  been 
spoken  of  with  respect  throughout  these  pro- 

ceedings. When  we  received  their  proposal 
we  were  as  well  acquainted  with  all  the  ante- 

cedent proceedings  of  the  societies,  as  the 

evidence  makes ns'acquainted  with  them  now; and  we  still  flatter  ourselves  that  we  were  as 
capable  of  understanding  the  meaning  of 
what  was  addressed  to  ourselves,  as  those  who 
since  then  have  assumc<l  to  themselves  the 
oi&ce  of  decipherers ;  yet,  with  all  this  know- 

ledge, we  rciurnefl  an  affectionate  answer  to 
these  BLOo[)Y  conspirators; — we  wrote  to 
them,  that  we  heartily  concurred  with  them 
in  the  objects  they  had  in  view,  but  differed 
from  them  in  the  expediency  and  prudence  of 
the  means  hy  which   they  had  proposed  to 
SVC  tRem  effect — We,  therefore,  understood 

leir  object  in  the  «ime  light  with  the  Con- 
iitjtutional  Society,  viz.  the  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons  only ;  and  the  difl^ercncc 
between  us  is  reduced  to  a  difference  in  judg- 

ment, as  to  the  meant  for  producing  an  end 
which  in  couunon  was  appnived. 

Gentlemen,  the  Constitutional  Society  hav- 
ing agreed,  as  I  have  just  now  stated  to  you. 

Id  appoint  some  of  their  members  to  confer 
with  others  appointed  by  the  Corresponding 
Society,  upon  tne  subject  of  the  resolution  of 
Ihe  srth  of  March,  understood  by  them  as  I 
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have  explained  it  to  you,  we  are  brought  by 
the  evidence  to  the  consideration  of  that  overt 
act  upon  the  record  which  charges  these  com- 

mittees so  appointed  with  the  crime  of  high 
treason  in  these  words  - "  That  with  force  and 
arms  they  did  traitorously  consent  and  agree, 
that  Jeremiah  Joyce,  John  Augustus  Bonney, 

John  Horue  Tooke,  Thomas'  Wardle,  MaV thew  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  John  Baxter, 
Richard  Hodgson,  John  Lovett,  William 
Sharpe,  and  one  John  Pearson,  should  confer 
and  meet,  and  co-operate  together,  for  and 
towards  the  callin;:  and  assembling  such  con- 

vention for  the  traitorous  purp<jses  aforesaid :" 
i.  e,  as  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  ffir  subverting 
the  government,  and  deposing  and  destroying 
the  king.  Here  another  dilemma  inevitably 
encloses  the  crown;  because  this  charge  of 
conferring  together  towards  the  calling  a  con- 

vention which  was  to  be  held  for  these 
traitorous  purposes,  cannot  possibly  be  ui^ed 
against  these  eleven  persons  appointed  to  con- 

fer together  concerning  it,  unless  the  major 
proposition  can  first  be  established,  that  such 
a  traitorous  convention  was  originally  in  the 
contemplation  of  those  who  appointed  them. 
For  these  eleven  persons  are  not  charged  as 
having  originated  the  convention,  but  each 
prisoner  in  his  turn  is  charged  with  havine 
contented  and  agreed  ihn  these  persons  should 
confer  together  upon  the  means  to  give  effect 
to  a  treason  already  hatched  and  contemplated, 
which  inevitably  throws  them  back  upon  Mr. 
Hardy,  who  has  been  acquitted ;  for  how,  in 
Xhe  name  of  common  sense,  can  their  guilt  bo 
consistent  with  his  innocence?  I  say,  this 
is  a  dilemma,  because  there  is  no  road  out  of 
this  absurdity  but  by  running  into  another: 
since  to  confine  the  gfiiilt  to  the  prisoners  who 
co-operated  together  in  exclusion  of  those  who 
appointed  them  to  do  so ;  it  must  be  assumed 
that  they  were,  honafide^  appointed  to  confer 
towards  calling  a  meeting,  which  had  for  it$ 
real  and  honest  object,  a  reform  in  parlia- 

ment :  but  that  they  were  no  sooner  appointed, 
than,  without  the  consent  of  those  who  had 
deputed  them,  they  confederated  to  change 
the  purpose  of  the  deputation,  and  conspired 
among  their  eleven  selves  to  form  a  parlia- 

ment for  niling  by  force  of  arms  over  this 
mighty  kingdom. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen,  whether 
there  ever  was  a  proposition  so  utterly  out  of 

the  whole  course  of  human  affairs,* as  that six  men  of  one  very  numerous  society,  and 
five  out  of  another  equally  numerous,  unani- 

mously appointed  to  confer  upon  any  given 
object,  no  mutter  wiiat,  should  oe  taken  with- 

out a  shadow  of  evidence,  to  have  in  an  instant 
departed  from  the  trust  rcpi>se.d  in  them,  and 
to  have  set  on  foot  a  .serret  plan  which  they 
durst  not  communicate  even  to  their  principJs 
and  CO  conspirators,  and  which,  with  or  with- 

out couimiuiication,  was  wholly  visioDaryand 
impracticable. 

Gentlemen,  I  know  that  my  learned  fineadt 
are  incapable  of  publicly  maintaiahig  io  pM- 
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rafiinj'tci  Ifi  ill  * I    admil   thiit  ihey    all  their  drlihtratumt  aere  singly  tJirecttd,  ihe 

I J  I  oiil^  folate  it  to  I  king's  title  would  be  more  firrn,^his  jM^rsoii 
oi'  the  alleniulivc more  secure, — his  crown  Tnore  illustrious, — 

eleven  persons  are  only  ,'  and  its  inheritance  in  his  line  raorc  crrlain, — 
banged  the  purpose  of  a    than  l»y  seeking  their  support  frijm  \Uc  conli- 
iiot  traitorous,  a  thing  ad-    "nation    of  abuses  which   hud   so  recently 

to  t*c  absurd  and  irralional,  or  dse  ,  overturned  a  throne,  that»  propped  as  il  wus 
deputed  them  were  traitors  aIi»o ;  the    by  armie*^,   And  the   bigotry  of    the  people, 

'  "       '  -•  -    '■        seemed  de5lin**d  to  endnre  lor  mnny  genera- 

Lain  ungiimliy  not  traitorous,  a  thing  ad- 

»iijfi  i^  inevitable  ;  because  tt  is  inipos 
jwy  lh.ll  the  societies  who  deputed  I  lions,  hut    which,  nevi 

iiol  know  their  own  motives  and  ,  by  it!j  own  corruptions, s 

'       *    ;    and   the   supposition   is     '    " 
luded  by  the  evidence ; 

N 

I  .  appointed  were  to  do  no 
-  hut  were  to  report  to  the 
i    re5>ull  of  their  dclibcra- 

,rppiDrts  trom  I  hem  were  accordingly 
id  at  the  society,  in  the  presence 

•  ̂ ble  nicmbc-Ts  now  at  large, 
.1$  have  not  been  even  nicn- 

>u&pectcd  m  the  course  of  these  pro- 

U,  therefore,  impossible  to  impute  guilt 
:    pri>oner»»  ̂ elccicd    for    punislmient, 
it  cx'^fitding  il  to  a  compass   to  whicii 
I   will  i<e  hartly  enough  to  say,  it  shall 
t>c  cNUndfd  ;   how  nijny  persons  upon 

M'tflc   would  be  principals  in  trea<!ion, 
t\  t)f  a   misprision   *>f  it  ?     Even/ man 

'  i  Ihe  T^ariotii  HUciftUx  ihnwghout  the 
u  flit  /f«f^,  ity  t'tlimgiUjf!,  ta  thttny 

n  ua*  an  fwt.     To  say  no- 

J  avjAgance'of  such  a  wide  im- UUun  i.i  ili>luyalty  and  rebellion,  what  can 
wrmrv  «Ung*ruih  injpolicy  than  to  invite 

lo  believe,  whiiblaltcmfils  arc 
oad  to  destroy  our  constttu- 

'  opie  of  Engl^id  are  ulreacfy 

inconsisttncies,  if  possible, 
:  to  be  ciirounterid  wjth   in 

I  hurdle  agtiinsl  the  pTi.sonrrs 
inol,  than  even  in  this  wide  ex- 

i  l<i  t>llier> ;  for  if  any  of  the  few 

i.(j'i*4rtg  o«/y    tttrlve    in    number)    be 
■of   this  irea'jon,    ihey  must  all  be 

it  is  quite  in  vain  to  tlimk  of  distin- 
guuliinfr  rtr  sppHrutin^  Ihrm  ;  yetwwne  of  them 

u»  '   and  u/AiTA  are  judicially 
ion. — Mr.  Sharpe,  the 

I  JUT  of  the  committee,  was 
ci4i^«n,  but  not  examined  as 

iiid  the  btU  was  thrown  out 

agaui*it  Mr.  Lovett,  another 
1  am,  therefore,  entitled  to 

in  innocent  man  who  ought  not 
h*:pn  art;u'*e<l,  and  who  will  tell 

I  shall  call  him  us  u 

1-  not  a  fcyllabic   pa^ssed 
,  which  the  kim;  upon  his 
have   heard;   tfmt  neither 

>rd  wilh  irre- 
ior  himself, '    Tlemnly 

he  be. 
timely 

igusc  of  Commou^,  to  which 

■    luineil 

linto 

dust,  and  shook,  or  niOH;  ji-n'in;,   Mi4kei»  at 

this  moment,  the  whole  habituble'worid  willi its  full. 

That  Mr.  Richtcr^  another  of    the  com-i 
mittec,  and  now  in  Newgale,  meant  nothing^ 
more  th«n  the  reform  tn  the  House  of  Cont* 

mons,  I  will  prove  to  you   by  Mr.  llous,  one 
of  the  most  respectable  men  in  our  profession, 
and  whose  honour  and  veracity  are  above  all 
question.    He  will  tell  you,  that  he  saw  hini 
after  the  Friends  of  the  People  had  rdused  to 
concur  in  sending  delegates  to  the  propost 
convention,  when  Uichter  assured  him,  thai 

in  the  plan  they  had  adopted  they  had  acicij 
for  the  best»  but  that  they  were  desirous  la; 
act  cordially  with  the  Friends  of  the  People 
in  whatever  they  thought  the  most  conducive 
to  promote  the  constitutional  object  they  were] 
engaged  in.     J  believe,  indeed,  that  the  mass 
of  these  societies  thtnigltt  with  niany  others, 

of  which  class  I  profess  myself  to' be  onc^j though  I  differ  with  them  in  the  means,  that 
nolhmg  can  so  certainly  tend  to  support  the 
throne  as  a  reform  hi  the  Commons  Llouse  of 

parliamcnl.—VVhciher  you  thmk  with  them 
or  wilh  me  on  this  subject  is  of  no  conse- 

quence— il  is  enough  if  you  believe  that  thejf 

thought  *3,  find  honc^Hy  acted  upon  their  opt-'' 
nions ;  opinions  whichat  alt  events  were  en- 

tertained and  acted  upon  by  many  illus^lrioua 
persons  now  present,  some  of  whom  I  will 
call  as  the  wil  lif)gf  and  others  as  the  unwdling 
witnesses  to  the  Tact, 

But  as  tlie  quality  of  their  acts  is  best  to  \pq 
ascertained  by  the  acts  themselves,  let  us  ex- 

amine what'lhij  committees  did,  and  what was  done  by  the  societies  who  supported them. 

On  the  Itth  of  ApriJ  Ihey  made  their  report 
in  these  words : 

"  Resolved,  Tliat  it  appears  to  this  com- 
mitlee  very  dctirable  that  a  general  mcetinj; 
or  convention  of  the  friends  of  liberty  should 

be  called." — For  what? — to  depose  the  kinjn,? 
— to  subvert  the  government  ?— NO.  But,m 

the  concluding^  words  of  the  resolution,  "  Fnr 
the  purpcise  of  takujg  into  consideration  the 
proper  tiieans  of  obtaining  a  fuU  and  fair  re* 

prctentalion  of  the  people  in  parhament.** 
This  resolution^  ajler  tame  objection  to  tfig 
uord  convention^  was  adopted.  Now,  I  desire 
distinctly  to  know  wh^  Ibis  resolution  is  to  be 
perverted  from  its  ordinary  meaning  any  more 

than  many  similar  resolutions  in  other" times? The  lord  chief  justice  in  the  former  trial  aaid* 
m  so  many  words,  ttial  it  must  be  towi^tdtA. 
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to  these  societies,  and  to  the  prisoner  Hardy, 
that  they  set  out  originally  upon  the  duke  of 
Richmond't  plan. — If  this  De  so,  it  is  for  the 
crown  t<)  establish  at  what  period^and  by  whom, 
this  system  was  abandoned,  and  what  is  the 
evidence  of  the  abandonment. — ^Does  the  at- 

torney-general mean  to  say  that  it  is  high 
treason  for  a  number  of  persons  collected  to- 
f  ether  to  make  a  delegation  to  a  smaller  num- 
er  from  amons  themselves  for  any  purposes, 

Icg-al,  or  illegal?  He  will  certainly  not  say 
that. — So  that,  in  whatever  view  the  matter 
for  deliberation  is  examined,  the  question  still 
returns,  and  must  for  ever  return  to  its  only 
legal  centre,  viz.  the  object  they  had  in 
VIEW  in  this  delegation ;  and  that  examination 
cannot  rationally  take  place  but  either  by 
looking  at  the  acts  themselves,  and  judging 
of  them  as  they  present  themselTjet  to  view,  or 
else  by  showing,  from  extrinsic  evidence,  that 
they  are  not  what  they  appear  upon  the  sur- 

face, but  are  directed  to  concealed  and  wicked 
objects. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  it  has  been  con- 
ceded from  the  beginning,  even  by  the  court 

(as  I  have  just  observed)  m  its  charge  to  the 
grand  jury,  that  their  avowed  object  was  a 
constitutional  reform  ;  and  as  to  the  last,  I 
call  aloud  upon  those  who  ask  you  to  pro- 
noimce,  that  a  forcible  subversion  of  the  go- 

vernment was  intended,  to  confess  that  the 
very  idea  of  such  a  charge  was  disavowed  and 
reprobated  even  by  the  very  witnesses  they 
brought  forward  to  establish  it  Upon  the  first 
trial  they  called  a  great  number,  who,  without 

a  single  exception,  one  after  another,  posi- 
tively swore  tnat  hostility  to  the  government, 

or  an  attack  upon  it  by  force,  never  enterea 
into  their  contemplation;  and  Mr.  Gibbs,  as 
I  am  informed,  in  my  absence  to-day,  esta- 

blished the  same  truth  by  cross-examination 
of  the  Sheffield  witnesses,  who,  with  one  as- 

sent, as  I  see  from  a  note  now  before  me, 
all  declared  they  had  been  insulted  and 
abused,  which  was  the  origin  of  the  few  pikes 
manufactured  for  their  defence ;  and  the  at- 
tornev-seneral  appears  to  have  been  so  well 
satisfied,  that  the  whole  evidence  concerning 
arms  was  "  a  beggarly  account  of  empty 
boxes,''  unfit  for  a  second  introduction  in  so 
momentous  a  cause,  that  he  gave  up  the 
whole  of  it,  and  we  have  heard  not  a  syllable 
ot  that  which  assumed  so  grave  an  aspect 
when  Hardy  lately  stood  in  judgment  before 
you  ;  nor  has  even  Franklow  himself,  and  the 
Ix)yal  Lambeth  Association,  made  their  ap- 
|>earance. — In  my  opinion  it  was  sound  discre- 

tion to  abandon  that  parol  evidence.  To  have 
called  peo{)le  who  literally  knew  nothing  of 
tlie  societies,  would  have  been  to  expose 
weakness ;  to  have  again  called  honest  wit- 

nesses, who  knew  any  thing,  would  have  been 
to  prove  too  much,  because  the  falsehood  of 
the  imputation  would  again  have  been  mani- 

fested ;  and  to  have  attempted  it  a  second  time 
by  spies  and  informers,  would  only  have  been 
u&clcssly  bringing  up  their  raggamuffins  to  be 

peppered:  a  conduct  which  sinks  a  cause  ia 
the  opinion  even  of  Jefieries  himself,  who. 
when  Serjeant  Jefferies,  upon  the  trial  of  lord 
Russell,  said  to  the  jury — **  Remember  aw 
bring  no  ignominious  persons  here  ;  we  have  net 
raked  the  gaols  for  evidence ;  we  have  brought 
before  you  no  scandalous  spies  and  iKFO&MEftSy 

but  men  worthy  of  credit** To  say  the  truth,  gentlemen,  their  pirol 
testimony  being  thus  subtracted,  there  has 
been  brought  forward  in  this  cause  no  evidence 
either  creditable  or  scandalous ;  for,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  papers  not  worth  a  farthings 
I  will  undertake  to  collect  from  the  coffee- 

houses of  London  a  complete  facsimile  of  ihe 
Report  of  both  Houses  of  parliament,  which 
has  consumed  so  many  days  in  reading,  and 

for  no  part  of  which^  as  I  have  noticM  for- 
merly, any  author,  pnnter,  or  publisher,  has 

been  ever  called  to  account. 
We  have  now  reached  the  finale  of  the;.bii« 

sincss — the  great  catastrophe — and  it  is  awfal 
to  examine  upon  what  small  pivots  the  fate  of 
nations  depends,  and  to  contemplate  the  mi- 

raculous escape  of  our  country. — ^The  two 
committees  agreed  to  meet  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  in  Beaufort  Buildings,  and  no  time 
was  to  be  lost;  for  Hessians  and  Hanoveriajos 
were  upon  them. 

When  the  14th  of  April  came,  which  should 
have  been  their  first  meeting,  there  was  do 
meeting  at  all,  but  a  great  multitude  of  people, 
of  different  descriptions,  assembled  at  Chalk- 
Farm. — My  learned  friends,  I  see,  arc  taking 
notes  on  this  subject ;  but  let  them  recollect^ 
that  Lovett,  whose  case  has  been  before  the 
accusing  jury,  and  who  stands  wholly  dis- 

charged from  guilt  or  suspicion,  was  chairman 
of  this  meeting,  and,  at  the  same  time,  a 
member  of  the  committees  of  conference  and 

co-operation;  yet  now  when  the  leader  him- 
self is  exculpated,  and  not  exposed  even  to 

the  hazard  and  inconvenience  of  a  trial,  he 
is  to  be  hung  to-day  round  the  neck  of  the 
eentleman  at  your  bar,  who  never  was  at 
Chalk-Farm  in  his  life ; — who  never  heard  of 
the  meeting,  nor  of  the  existence  of  the  place 
at  which  it  was  held,  till  he  read  it  in  the  news- 

papers, as  we  all  did,  and  who  never  saw  Mr. 
Lovett  till  he  met  him  in  the  Tower,  when  he 
was  pointed  out  to  him  as  one  of  the  persons 
with  whom  he  had  long  been  engaged  in  a 
conspiracy.  Thank  God  these  experiments 
are  not  only  harmless,  but  useful:— they  serve 
as  a  clue  when  the  contrivance  is  more  plau- sible. 

The  next  Thursday  after  the  meeting  at 
Chalk  Farm  was  the  17lh  of  April.  Now  at- 

tend to  the  proceedings  of  these  conspirators, 
pressed  to  a  moment  in  point  of  time,  and 
whose  schemes  were  ripe  tor  execution.  Not 
one  of  them  came. — The  2tth  of  April  was 
the  third  Thursday,  when  the  coinniillee  from 
the  Corresponding  Society  attended,  but,  not 
being  met  by  the  other,  there  was  of  covia^ 
no  conference.  On  the  28th  of  April,  fidf 
three  weeks  afler  tneir  original  appomtniflB^ 
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tiicj  at  Ust  assembled ;  and,  after  having 
eoaferrcil  conceroing  the  news  of  the  day,  &nd 
€KH3>perttted  in  taking  snuff  out  of  one  an- 

other's boxes,  the^  retired  to  their  homes 
without  uttering  a  syllable  concerning  the 
king  or  hi»  parliament.  These  important 

(Tt '  •"-  «*r>re  repeated  on  the  5th  of  May ; 
oil  May  the   I2lh,  aUhough  tio 
f  m^-.  „.n  :  ad  then  been  held,  and  though 

proceedings,  as  I  have  stated  them  to 
yoUy  had  been  fully  linvcstigated  before  the 
privy  council ;  though  the  societies  were  con- 
flitulcd  for  purposes  perfectly  notorious,  and 
leoe  unopt>o$ed ;  though  all  their  mceliugs 
bid  been  pubUcly  advertised,  and  their  cor- 
If^fioiidence  as  open  as  the  day,  Blr.  Hardy 
Vi»  suddenly  arrested — dragged  out  of  his  bed 

MAtj^ht — lorn  from  the  arras
  of  an  affec- 

I  wife,  who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  terror  and 
t,  although  he  can  now  tell  you,  upon 

ID  oath  accredited  by  hit*  full  and  honourable 

icquitial,  that  he  bad  not  a  conception  in  his 
iniodt  even  after  he  was  in  the  custody  of  the 

bw,  thftt  hi^h  treason,  or  any  other  crime 
wtikh  verged  towards  disloyalty  or  rebellion ^ 
was  to  be  imputed  to  him. 
Gentlemen,  the  alarm  which  seized  upon 

IDVcrnfnent  at  this  period  seems  to  have  in- 
fBfted  the  most  frivolous  circumstances  with 

Jtnd  design    against  the  state,    of 
have  had  a  notable  instance,   in  a 

Ir.  I  n  by  Mr,  Joyce  to  Mr.  Tooke,  on 
il.  i^dy  was  arrested,   which,   being 
ml.':  tl  r  ;  I  1,  was  packed  up  into  the  green 
boi  iJavxt,  and  reserved  as  evidence  of  a  plot. 
tlM  letter  runs  thus — "  Hardy  and  Adams 

wcta  taJcen  up  this  morning  by  a  king's  mes- 
leottr,  and  all  their  books  and  papers  seized  ;'* 
aodUien,  foliowiog  a  long  dash,  '*  Can  you 
k&  KEAi>Y  BV  THURSDAY?" — This  letter,  gen- 

tlemen is  another  lesson  of  caution  against 
vague  suspicions ;  the  red  book  was  not  a  list 
pfpecaODS  to  be  saved,  in  opposition  to  the 
UkJc  book,  of  those  to  be  sacrificed ;  but 

Ui*  Tooke  having  undertaken  to  collect,  from 
tike  Court  Calendar,  a  list  of  th«  titles,  oBices 
lad  pensions  bestowed  by   Ala.   Pitt   ufon 
Ma.  PfYT,    nl-i    RELATIONS,    FBI  ENDS,    AND   DE- 
rucDUTTS,  and  being  too  correct  to  come  out 
will*  a  wurk,  of  that  ma^uilude  and  extent, 

rt  notice,  had  hxed  no  time  for  it, 
'»  ijced  Mr.  Joyce,  who  was  impatient 
i!'(  Ut>  ̂ ntliiK-:iUon.  to  ask  if  he  could  be  ready 
»ilii  kt  by  Tlmrsday.  Another  curious  cir* 
QtBitafice,  ot  similar  importance,  occurred 

ibe  aamc  time,  which  1  utarvci  ha^  not 
in  evidence  before  you.  I  will  tell 

jeii the  story,  which  is  so  stamped  with  the 
eilwh-^-  '•"iL^uishes  my  client,  that  it  will 
Ipnk  uthuut  proof.     A  ̂ py  came 
ttieni^ -.  ,^.  -  tliC  society  to  see  whut  he  could 
«dtlect|  when  there  happened  to  be  prcf^ent  a 
lb*  (^y,  a  man  of  large  Ibrtune^  and  a  great 
lovelier  (the  gentleman  I  speak  of  is  a  mem- 
Wr  olf  Ibe  Friends  of  the  People,  iatroduceil 
bf  mv  frtand  Mr.  Tierney,  now  in  my  eye). 
Iiuam.  Gay,  in  the  course  of  hi»  travcb, 
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had  found  a  stone  inscribed  by  Mr.  Stuart^, 
another   great   traveller,    as  the  end  of  tiio,^ 
world  ;  but  resolving  to  push  on  farther,  and^ 
to  show  his  contempt  of  the  bounded  vicwn 

of  former  discoveries,  wrote  upon  it,   ♦' Thia 
is  the  be^lnnin^  of  the  world— treating  it  a^| 
the  grounti  from  which  he  meant  to  s'tart  upua 
his  tour.    The  plan  being  introduced  iijj  cou<f^ 
sideration  while  Mr.  Gay  was  present,   Mr, 

Tooke  said,  **  Look  ye,  genilemeu,  there  is 
person  in  the  room  disposed  to  go  tooaLATtft^j 
LENGTHS  than  any  of  us  would  choo»e  to  foUj 
low  him.'*    This  allusion  to  the  intrepid  tra*J 
veller  was  picked  up  by  the  spy  as  evidence 
of  the  plot;  and  if  I  had  the  rummaging 
the  green  boxes,  I  would  undertake  to  hi 
the  information  amons;'  the  papers. 

Gentlemen,  in  tracing,  as  I  have  done.  ihn\ 
proceedings  of  the  societies  towards  holding 
this  convention,  I  have  continued  to  follow 
the  instructions  of  my  client,  in  totaliy  los.m| 
sight  of  Aw  defence,  in  order  to  keep  dangfji 
at  a  distance  from  athtn ;  for  I  have  now  onlj 
to  remind  you,  since  the  fact  has  appearc 
already,  that  the  orisoner  took  no  share  what#»j 

soever  io  any  of  tuese  proceedings. — He  con-i 
sidered  thein,  indeed,  to  be  leg^,  but,  in  hi»| 
enliditcncd  judgment,  not  convenient,  nor 
likefy  to  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the 
object ;  and  therefore,  when  the  resolution  of 
appointing  a  committee  was  adopted,  and  lus 
name  was  proposed  as  a  member,  he  objected -^ 
to  it,  declared  he  would  not  attend,  nor  have 
any  thing  whatever  to  do  with  it  Vou  n>ay 

ask,  pel  haps,  why,  after  Uiat  refusal,  he  suf- 
fered his  name  to  stand  upon  the  committee? 

— and  why  he  did  not  withdraw  himself 
wholly  from  the  society  ? — In  answer  to  that, 
he  has  told  you  much  belter  than  1  can,  as  he 
can,  indeed,  tell  you  any  thing  much  better, 
that  as  lie  considered  ttie  proposilion  not  la 
be  criminal  or  illegal,  he  did  not  feel  himselt 
at  liherty  to  abandon  a  laudable  pursuit  by 
breaking  up  or  dividing  the  socicly,  for  mere 
difference  of  upinion  with  re?.pect  to  the  mode 
of  obtaining  il.  This  conduct  was  manly  and 
honouiable,  and  it  by  no  means  stands  upon 
Mr.  Tooke's  assertion  :  the  t^cl  and  a  most 
iiTiportiinl  one  it  is,  rests  upon  eviilence,  and 
not  u]>ori  our  evidence  { (or  our  seusou  of  giving 

it  is  not  yet  arrived j^  but  Mpon  the  evidence 
relied  an  btf  the  Croanjor  the  e!>tubli%hnient  of 
guUi ;  and  which,  therefore,  inubt  be  wholly 
adopted,  or  wholly  rejected. 

It  will  appear  farther,  and  more  distinctly, 

that  Mr.  'lookc  persisted  in  his  resolution  ; — 
that  he  was  a  total  stranger  to  their  proceerl- 
irigs;  that  the  committee  of  correspundcncc, 
ol  which  he  objected  to  be  a  member,  never 
met;  and  that  the  only  reason  why  his  name 
stands  as  a  member  ol  the  committee  of  cor- 

respondence, to  which  he  not  only  did  not 
abs^ent,  but  the  formaUon  of  which  he  never 
knew,  was,  that  it  was  resolved,  in  his  al>- 
scncc,  thai  the  commilleo  which  had  bcfurc 

been  appointed  to  confer^  should  ul-^o  he  a 
commitlee  to  c^o^crotc  ■,  ̂ M  ̂ i  ̂   VvvXs:.  o^- 
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count  was  this  same  committee,  that  Mr. 
Adams,  when  examined  for  the  crown  (though 
secrclary  of  the  society),  declared,  upon  his 
oalh,  that  he  never  had  heard  of  it  until  he 
read  it  out  of  the  book,  as  a  witness  in  the 
court. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  great  sub- 
stantive leading  overt  act  in  the  iimictment, 

viz.  the  conspiracy  to  hold  a  convention  to 
subvert  the  government,  to  which  all  the 
other  charges  are  undoubtedly  subservient, 
is  not  only  not  brought  home  to  the  hon.  gen- 

tleman at  the  bar,  but  appears  to  be  without 
foundation  altogether;  and  it  is  equally  evi- 

dent, by  the  conduct  of  the  crown,  that  they 
think  so  ;  for,  if  they  had  proved  their  charge 
by  the  evidence  of  the  facts  which  belonged 
to  it,  their  task  was  finished ;  and  all  matter, 
collateral  or  foreign,  would  not  only  have 
tccn  irrelevant,  but  injurious  to  the  prosecu- 

tion;  but,  conscious  that  the  traitorous  in- 
tention could  neither  be  legally  nor  rationally 

collected  from  any  one  fact  appertaining  to 
tlic  subject  in  agitation,  they  have  heaped 
matter  upon  matter  on  his  head  from  various 
quarters,  totally  disconnected  with  the  charge, 
and  with  one  another,  in  order  that  these 
transactions,  though  sindy  neither  treason, 
nor  any  other  crime,  might,  when  tacked  to- 

gether, amotint  to  whatever  might  be  found 
necessary  to  destroy  him.  In  this  manner 
that  unfortunate  statesman,  lord  Strafford,* 
was  sacrificed ;  but  the  shameful  violation  of 
the  law  of  England,  which  alone  could  have 
supported  his  condemnation,  has  ever  been 
spoken  of  with  detestation  by  every  lawyer, 
of  whatever  party,   who  has  live<l  since  his  _ 
trial ;  and,  what  is  the  next  evidence  of  its  |  If  I  sail  on  the  Thames  and  split  my  vessel 
turpitude  and  illegality,  has  been  considered  j  on  an  anchor,  in  case  there  be  no  buoy  to 

the  whole  nation,  no  longer  protected  hy  ju$' 
tice,  are  tubjected  to  arbitrary  will  and  pUO' 

sure." 

Gentlemen,  it  may  be  said  that  the  shame^ 
fill  case  I  have  cited  is  not  like  the  present. 
Certainly  it  is  not — for  the  unguardea  words 
which  the  historian  reprobates  the  enhancing 
into  treason,  were  the  unguarded  words  of 
lord  Strafford  himself;  the  rash  writings  were 
hit  writings ;  and  the  passionate  actions  were 
his  oan.  But  what  is  accumulated  and  lifted 

up  into  treason  against  the  prisoner  to-day 
are  the  unguarded  words, — the  rash  writings, 
— and  the  passionate  actions  of  others ;  of 
some  with  whom  he  differed ;  of  many  whom 
he  never  saw ;  and  mostly  of  those  to  whose 
venr  existence  he  was  a  stranger. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  no  fears  fjr  my  client; 
but  in  what  language  shall  I  spealc  of  this 
dreadful  principle  for  the  benefit  of  my  coun- 

try? I  will  speak  of  it  in  the  language  of  the 
innocent  victim  to  them ; — in  the  eloquent 
words  of  lord  Strafford  himself  upon  his  triaJ. 

"  Where  has  this  species  of  guilt  lain  so 
long  concealed,'* — said  Strafforu  in  conclu- 

sion : — "  where  has  this  fire  been  so  long 
buried,  during  so  many  centuries,  that  no 
smoke  should  appear  till  it  burst  out  at  once, 
to  consume  me  and  my  children?  Better  it 
were  to  live  under  no  law  at  all,  and,  by  the 

maxims  of  cautious  prudence,  to  conform  our- 
selves the  best  we  can,  to  the  arbitrary  will 

of  a  master,  than  fiincy  we  have  a  law  on 
which  we  can  rely,  and  find  at  last,  that  this 

law  shall  infiict  a  punishment  precedent  to  the 
promulgation,  and  try  us  by  maxims  unheard 
of  till  the  very  moment  o?  the  prosecution. 

as  a  blot  in  the  page  of  English  history,  by 

historians  of  all  parlies  and  opinions.*  Mr. David  fluino,  a  luan  not  to  be  named  as  a 
compiler  of  mere  facts,  but  as  a  profound  po- 

litician and  philosopher,  speaks  of  it  in  the 
manner  which  I  will  read  to  you,  notwith- 
standing  his  leaning  to  high  and  arbitrary 

principles  of  government.  In  his  si.\th  vo- 
lume, page  431,  speaking  of  lord  Strafford's 

attainder,  he  says,  "  As  this  species  of  trea- 
son, discvnocrcd  by  the  Commons'*  (the  Com- 

mons have  also  the  merit  of  discovering  this), 
*•  is  entirely  new  and  unknown  to  the  laws  ; 
w>  is  the  species  of  proof  by  which  they  pre- 

tend to  fix  that  guilt  upon  the  prisoner.  They 
have  invented  a  kind  of  accumulative  or  con- 

strvctire  evidence,  by  which  many  actions, 
eitl.n  totally  innocent  in  themselves,  or  cri- 

minal ill  a  much  inferior  degree,  shall,  vrhen 
united  J  amount  to  treason,  and  subject  the 
I'crson  to  the  highest  penalties  inflicted  by  the 
'«i*'. — A  hasty  and  unguarded  word,  a  rash 
aiul  pa^«sionate  action,  assisted  by  the  male- 

volent frincy  of  the  accuser,  and  tortured  by 
<3oublful  constructions,  is  transmuted  into  the 
c1ee])est  guilt ;   and  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 

^Scehh  case  ante  Vol.  5,  p.  1361. 

give  warning,  the  party  shall  pay  mc 
damages :  but  if  the  anchor  be  marked  out, 
then  is  the  striking  on  it  at  my  own  peril. 
Where  is  the  mark  set  upon  this  crime  ? — 
Where  the  token  by  which  1  should  discover 
it  ? — It  has  lain  concealed,  under  water ;  and 
no  human  prudence,  no  human  innocence, 
could  save  me  from  the  dcsimction  with 
which  I  am  at  present  threatened. 

"  It  is  now  full  two   hundred  and   forty 
{rears  since  treasons  were  defined;  and  so 
ong  has  it  been  since  any  man  was  touched 
to  ttiis  extent,  upon  this  crime,  before  myself. 
We  have  lived,  my  lords,  happily  to  ourselves 
at  home : — we  have  lived  gloriously  abroad 
to  the  world: — let  us  be  content  with  what 
our  fathers  have  left  us : — let  not  our  ambi- 

tion carry  us  to  be  more  learned  than  they 
were,  in  these  killing  and  destructive  arts. 
Great  wisdom  it  will  he  in  your  lordships, 
and  just  providence  for  yourselves,  for  your 
posterities,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  to  cast 

from  you,  into  the  fire,  these  bloody  and  mys- 
terious volumes  c»f  arbitrary  and  constructive 

treasons,  as  the  primitive  christians  did  their 
books  of  curious  arts,  and  betake  youmlvet 
to  the  plain  letter  of  the  statute,  wbkh  tdii 
you  where  the  crime  is,  and  poiptoMlte  jfM 
the  path  by  which  you  may  avoid  it 



t,  loour  own  dcstniclion,  awake 

[\vo-  lion**  by  rallUni^  iiji  :i  compuiy 
.,  ,  ^^Mrh  have  lain  for  so  niuny 
bv  forgotten  and   neglected. 

ill  i:  •',•>.  add  nol  lliis,  my  lords, 
that  I,  for  my  other 

*iis»  be  the  means  of 
K  A  fiitctdchl  so  pernicious  to  ilic 
ibcriics  of  my  native  rountrv- 
t^er,  ibcsc  gcuUeinen  at  the  ojir  say 

%peAk  for  the  common  weal  Ih;  and  they 
r  I,  under  favour,  it  is  I  who^  in 
speak  for  the  commonwealth, 
e  those  which  are  endeavoured 

fd agAiust  nie, must  draw  along 
.v.iiences  and  miseries,  that,  in  a 

the  kingdom  will  be  in  the  con- 
fessed in  a  statute  of  Henry  4lh, 

DO  niun  ^hall  know  by  what  rule  to  go* 
hi-j  words  and  actions.'* 

Proud  as  I  lun  of  being  a  subject  of  this 
irv  my  duty  compels  rac  to  remind  you, 
I  plendourof  truth  and  eloiiueiicc 

4  before  an  abandoned  trmunal, 
li.iii  5i.i|»eTseded  all  the  rules  of  taw  and 
her  re^tr.iinls  of  justice,  arrd  which 
i*lcn  unmoved  to  even  these  concliid- 

rds  :  "  My  lords,  1  have  troubled  your 
ips  a  great  deal  longer  than  I  should 
lone,  were  it  nM  Tor  the  interest  of 

pledges,  which  a  saint  in  heaven  left 

Atiould  be  loatli" — "  Here,"  says  the 
I,  "  be  pointed  to  liis  chddren,  and 

weeping  Hopped  him.***  And  if  1  were 
attempt  to  proceed  farther  in  this  melan- 
oiy  page,  my  lear^  would  5>lop  me  also. 
But  let  us  look  to  what  followed  from 

psc  pr.  '  ;  —  they  were  condemned '« 1  laud  recorded  as  a  beacon 

H.    'Ihcaclrocities,  "That 
seeing  no  hopes  to  effect 

  ._..^  by  ordinary  way  or  me- 
rocetdings,  did  at  last  resolve  to 
c  destruction  and  attainder  of  the 

earl,  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  he  iherc- 
puqioscly  made  to  condemn  him  xtpon 

tine  treantm.     None  of  tht  f/retendcJ 
Ifein^  treition  apart ̂   and  w  could  not  be 

TiiK  WHOLE,  if  lUey  had  been  proved,  as 
were  ool.    llierelbre  it  is  enacted,  that 

ids  and  proceedings  relating  to  the 
lider  be  wliolly  funcelled,  and  taken 

'    theinlciii  that  the  same  may 
in  a  filer  ages,  or  brought  into 

, ,  , ...  ..w  prejudice  of  any  person  what- 

^iiiiiltf   fate  attended  the  attainders  of 
,  and  will,  sooner  or 

i»ily  unJM*)tjudgmenl, 
Kui'Uijd  pittisefves  iter  free  constitu- 

id,    therefore,   notwithstanding    the 
tigurc  loo  frequently  made  by  mo- 

>hets^  whose  prophetic  writings  re* 

'u  r  ine  period  of  their  hil- 
il  d  this  public  prediction — 

'  Sec  iiilhi»  r<anectk»i},  ViA.  3,  p.  MOr. 

That  lon^,  long  before  one  half  of  the  au- 
dience which  falls  these  benches,  shaU,  by 

the  course  of  nature,  be  called  from  the 
world,  these  very  judgments  in  Scotland, 
which,  more  than  any  thing  else,  have  pro- 

duced the  present  trial,  will  be  stigmatized, 
repealed,  and  with  indignation  reversed ;  not 
by  violence,  or  in  irregular  convention,  but 
in  the  ordinary  legal  lorms  of  a  British  par* liament. 

The  attorney-general  will  pfrhaps  say, 
that  the  col  lateral  facts  are  not  established  in 
order  to  be  accumulated  into  guilt,  as  io  the 
case  of  lord  Straflbrd ; — that  he  disavows 
(which  1  admit,  to  his  honour,  he  most  dis- 

tinctly did)  all  accumulations  and  conttructive 
treasons,  but  that  he  establishes  them  to  ma- 

nifest the  intention  which  led  to  the  transac- 
tJcm  charged  upon  the  record.  Be  it  so,  pro- 

vided they  do  lead  distinctly  to  I  hat  mani- 
festation. Bullet  us  shortly  e:<amine  them; 

and  then,  if  the  rules  of  ihe'Court  would  per- mit me,  I  would  not  only  ask  of  vou  twelve 
men,  but  of  every  man,  a^,  and  of  every 
woman  within  the  reach  of  my  voice,  whe- 

ther they  would  kill  a  fly  upon  ihem ;  yet  you 
are  asked  to  devote  to  destruction  upon  them 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  now  standi 
before  you. 

The  collateral  facts,  as  my  memory  serves 
me  to  recollect  them,  and  from  whence  the 
traitorous  intention  is  to  be  inferred,  are,  that 
Mr.  Tooke  contributed  to  the  circulation  of 
the  works  of  Thomas  Paine,  containing  gross 
matter  again  *il  the  monarchy  of  the  country ; — 
thwt  he  consented  to  send  a  congratulatory 
address  to  the  convention  of  France  ; — that 
he  was  privy  to  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Joel 
Barlow,  who  had  delivered  this  congratulation 
at  Paris  J  and  lastly,  that  he  had  himself 
written  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  con- 

vention, offering  to  subscribe  4,000  livres  to- 
wards carrying  on  the  war  then  existmg  be- 
tween the  states  of  Europe  and  France,  even 

though  part  of  it  in  the  event,  should  hap|»en 
to  be  applied  when  this  country  should  be  in- 

volved in  the  same  contest. 

Gentlemen,  though  I  feel  myself  very  much 
exhau'ited,  1  have  strength  #nough  left  just  to 
touch  upon  these  matters  in  their  order. 

With  regard  to  the  first,  I  am  surprised 

that  the  hiHiory  of  Mr.  Patne's  writings,  and 
the  apjirobation  they  mefc  with,  as  connected 
with  the  lu'w  con?ititution  of  France,  are  so 
verv'  little  understood ;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
under sviand  it,  to  account  for  the  assent  and 
encouragement  which  many  persons,  allached 
to  the  free  constitution  of  Great  Britain,  were 
forced  to  bestow  upon  many  parts  of  a  work, 
though  written  iindoubtedl/by  an  author  who 
was  an  enemy  to  its  principles. 

Gentlemen,  it  happened  that  when  France 
threw  oft  the  gvdling  yoke  of  arbitrary  roo- 
natchy,  which  had  been  attended  with  such 
iiihnite  evds  to  lierself,  niid  wnich  had  pro- 

duced so  many  calamities  to  (>reftt  Britain,  a 

very  general  exultation  pervaded  this  country  -^ 
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and  surely  it  was  a  natural  theme  of  exulta- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  which  had    the  world.    This  honest  and  harmless  enthu- 

given  light  and  freedom  for  ages  to  the  world, 
to  see  so  large  a  portion  of  the  human  race 
suddenly  emancipated  from  a  bondage  not 
only  ignominious  to  France  but  danjgerous  to 
this  island.  They  recollected  thccKsolatins 
wars  which  her  ambition  had  lighted  up,  and 
the  expensive  burthens  which  our  resistance 
to  them  had  entailed  upon  us ;  they  felt  also, 
in  the  terrible  disasters  of  France,  a  iust  pride 
in  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  ana  a  wnole- 
some  lesson  to  the  present  age  and  posterity 
not  to  degenerate  from  their  example.  They 
saw  France  foiling  a  victim  to  the  continuation 
and  multiplication  of  those  abuser  in  govern- 

ment, which  our  wise  progenitors  had  perpe- 
tually mitigated  bv  temperate  and  salutary 

reformations;  and,  they  saw  therefore,  no- 
thing to  fear  from  the  contagion  of  her  dis- 

orders :  her  arbitrary  state,  her  superstitious 
church,  had  undergone  no  alterations;  and 
for  want  of  those  repairs  which  the  edifices  of 
civil  life  equally  require  with  material  struc- 

tures, thev  crumbled  suddenly  into  dust; 
whereas,  by  the  fortunate  comcidcnce  of 
accident,  as  much  as  by  the  exertions  of  wis- 

dom and  virtue,  our  condition  had  been  slowly 
and  progressively  ameliorated— our  civil  power 
had  been  tempered  and  moderated,  and  our 
religion  purified  and  reformed;  the  condition 
of  civil  life  had  changed  and  bettered  under 
their  iuliuencc,  and  the  country  had  started 
up  even  amid  revolution  with  superior  secu- 

rity and  illustration. 
Gentleman,  these  reflections  were  not 

merely  the  silent,  but  the  avowed  expressions 
of  some  of  the  first  persons  in  England,  on 
the  first  burst  of  the  French  revolution ;  and, 
I  verily  believe,  the  same  sensations  diffused 
themselves  widely  throu<^hout  the  kingdom ; 
but,  very  iinlbrtunatcly  tor  France,  for  Eng- 

land, fur  Europe,  and  for  humanity,  this  sen- 
sation, tiic  natural  result  of  freedom  and  in- 

dependence, was  not  universally  felt ;— very 
unfortunately,  lUe  powers  of  Europe  wouM 
not  yield  to  an  independent  nation  the  com- 

mon right  of  judging  for  itself  in  its  own  con- 
cerns, nor  in  prudence  leave  to  it  tlie  good 

and  evil  of  its  own  government. —AH  Europe 
c'jnibiiied  against  France,  and  levied  war 
a;^ain«)t  her  infant  constitution. — The  despots 
ot  the  carlli,  with  whom  the  king  of  Great 
liritain  had  no  common  interest,  trembling 
for  their  own  rotten  institutions,  and  looking 
to  the  wrongs  and  suflerings  of  their  subjects 
drew  the  sword  (a<j  was  natural  for  despotism 
to  draw  il;  to  dispute  the  right  of  a  people  to 
change  their  ancient  institutions. — This  very 
conilMnation  naturally  assimilated  with  the 
{):itriotiMn  of  France  the  public  spirit  of  Eng- 
and,  since  our  own  Revolution  was  supported 
upon  no  other  foundation  than  the  principle 
which  was  not  only  denied,  hut  was  by  vio- 

lence to  be  exlcraiiimtcd  ;  and  many  per- 
sons, therefore,  notoriously  attached  to  the 

British  government,  expressed  their  reproba- 

tion of  this  conspiracy  agjainst  the  freedom  of 

siasm,  however,  met  with  a  very  sudden,  and, 
in  its  consequences  an  unfortunate  check. 
A  gentleman,  of  the  first  talents  for  writine 
in  the  world^  composed  a  book,  I  am  bound 
to  believe  with  an  honourable  mind,  but  a 
book  which  produced  a  more  universal  and 
more  mischievous  effect,  than  any  which 
perhaps  our  own  or  any  other  times  have 

produced.  When  Mr.  Burke's  book  upon 
the  French  Revolution  was  first  pablished,  at 
which  period  our  government  had  taken  no 
active  part  against  it,  no  man  assimilated  the 
changes  of  France  to  the  condition  of  our 
country — no  man  talked  of,  or  figured  in  his 
imagination,  a  revolution  in  England,  which 
had  already  had  her  revolution,  and  bad  ob- 

tained the  freedom  which  France  was  then 

stniggling  to  obtain. — Did  it  follow,  because 
men  rejoiced  that  France  had  asserted  her 
liberty,  that  they  thought  liberty  could  exist 
in  no  other  form  than  that  which  France  had 
chosen  ?  Did  it  follow,  because  men,  living 
under  the  government  of  this  free  country, 
condemned  and  reprobated  the  danferoua 
precedent  of  suffering  the  liberty  of  any  na- 

tion to  be  overborne  oy  foreign  force— did  it 
follow  from  thence  that  they  were  resolved 
to  change  for  the  accidental  and  untried  con- 

dition ot  France  the  ancient  and  tried  con- 
stitution of  our  own  country  ? — I  feel  within 

myself  that  I  can  rejoice,  as  I  do  rejoice,  in 
the  liberty  of  France,  without  meaning  to 
surrender  my  own,  wliich,  though  protected 
by  other  forms,  and  growing  out  of  far  more 
fortunate  conjunctures,  stands  u))on  the  same 
basis,  of  the  right  of  a  people  to  change  their 
government  and  be  free.  Can  any  man  in 
England  deny  this?— Yes,  Gentlemen,  Mr. 
Burke  has  denied  it ;  and  that  denial  was  tlie 

origin  of  Mr.  Paine-s  book.— Mr.  Burke  de- 
nied POSITIVELY  AND  IN  TERMS — that  Fraucc 

had  any  right  to  change  her  own  govern- 
ment, and  even  took  up  the  cudgeb  for  all 

the  despots  of  Europe,  who,  at  the  very  time 
were  levying  a  barbarous,  scandalous,  and  op- 

pressive war,  to  maintain  the  same  proposi- 
tion by  the  sword. 

This  work  brought  forward  again,  after  a 
long  silence,  Mr.  Thomas  Faim:,  who  was 
indeed  a  republican  beyond  all  question,  but 
who  had  become  so  in  consequence  of  the 
same  corrupt  and  scandalous  atlempt  to  beat 
down  by  force  the  liberties  of  a  nation ; — he 
became  a  republican  in  conse(|ucncc  of  the 
similar  and  lamentable  contest  between  (^reat 
Britain  and  America;  and  it  is  rather  a  curi- 

ous circumstance,  that  thi>  very  Mr. 
BrRKE,  who  consider:}  Mr.  I  Vine  as  a  man 
not  to  be  reasoned  with,  hut  only  to  be  an- 

swered by  criminal  justice,  and  who  con- 
demns as  a  traitor  every  man  who  attempts 

to  name  him, — himself  expressed  his  appro- 
bation of  the  very  same  doctrines  publislied 

bv  Mr.  Paine,  when  Mr.  Burke  himself  was 
pleading  the  cause  of  a  nation  dctcnnmed  to  be 
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;  not  •(  f'^reign  n:itioD  which 
•IwiT-  Vni,  but  tliccnusc 

mini  /t..^,M.i,   w.  L/j»en  war  and  rebel - 
linst  11m*   crown  and  ]>arliaJTient  of 

in.     Mr.  Painc,  during  ilie  same 
his  book  called  Common  Sense, 

to  the  Americans  in  arms  against 
It  ig  ihein  to  throw  off  the  yoke 

.iiintry,  and  to  declare  their 
i4eucc, — Geutlcmeu,  from  having  de- 
Mr,  Paine  upnu  his  Iriul  tor  writing  his 
►rk,*  which   Mr,  Tookc  is  accused  of 

^  approved,  1  am,  of  course,  intimately 
mied  with  its  iontcnts,  and  u  ith  tho«;c 

lis  former  writings ;   and  I  take  upon  me 

sny,  thut  every  utTcMsive  topic  against  mo- 
mchy,  and  all  the  juinciples  of  the  Rights  of 

now  »  '^vrdcti   with  such   horror,    are 
.id  in  many  instances  almost 

It  found  in  the  former  publica- 
m.     When  lilr.  IVmc  wrote  his  Common 

Jtise,  nets  of  parliament  had  declared  Arar- 
to  be  iti  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  England 

L5  c\crting  every  nerve  to  subdue  her ;  yet, 
that  moment  Mr.   Burke,  not  in  his  place 
pafliamcnf,  where  his  words  arc  not  to  be 

iKr^ti        "    '    ':  in  «i  |»amphl*»t  publicly  cir<. dar  of  this  took,  Common  Sense, 

ijijii.ji^'S  the  powerful  effect  it  hiirl 
riud  of  America,  in  bringing  them 

kfir-MiO-^.'      ...1   -  L-Mowieagt:-^,  that ihor  were  true, 

ible.  •     In  the 

impale',  ̂ ?er  l  p;trt^  of  which  I  stated 
former  jury,  he  declaredj  that  he  felt 

▼iclory   obtained  by  the  king's  arms 
America  rui  a  blow  upon  his  hear  I ; — 

claimed  all  triumph  in  the  shiughler 
iptivity  of  names  which  had  been  fa- 
to  him  from  his  infancy ;   and,  with  all 

ftpicudour  of  his  elonuence,  expressed  hit 
>r  th^t  they  had  fallen  under  the  hands 

ilnmgcr''-,  whose  barbarous  appellatiuus}  he 

ly'knew   how  to  pronounce.     Gentle- 
If  1  am  not  censurin;^  Mr.  Burke  for  these 

;  M)  far  from  it,  Oiat  they  sanctify  his 
ler  with  me,  and  ever  prevent  me  from 
rhinc;  him  but   with    rc^pect.      But 

u%  at  IcAsl,  have  equal  Justice.    While 
writiogH  continue  tne  object  of  admira- 
tind  their  author  is  heici  forth  as  the 

ipinn  of  our  constitution,  let  not  Mr. 
ter  at  the  bar  of  the  Old 

)  time  of  profound  pearc 
!i  1  wiien  every  speech  from  the 
kl  LTeaihed  nothing  but  its  con- 
lutv,  '  v,M^i.sc(i  only  the  ̂ ame  detestation 

the  exertions  of  foreign  despotism  against 
wliif  h  Ibc  other  did  not  scruple,  in 

M  and  in  the  time  of  open  war, 
le  .  1  excrtionsof  his  country. 

Uriher  the  extreme  absurdity 
liiatiou,  if  it  be  possible  Airther  to 

•  See  the  trials  nnti,  Vol.  9«,  p.  357. 
t  Utter  to  lh<»  Sheriffs  of  Bristol,  Burke's 

'prkfj  Vtl.  a,  p.  Iii3,  Uvo.  cd.  of  1801. 

expose  it,  let  mc  aippose  that  wc  were  a^airi 
at  peace  with  France,  while  the  other  nationt 
who  arc  now  our  allies  should  continue  ttf 

prosecute  tlic  war:— would  it  (hen  be  criminal 
to  congratulate  France  upon  her  successes 
against  tliem?  When  that  time  arrive* 
niight  I  not  hone«ly  wish  the  triumph  o 
the  French  arms?  and  might  I  not  lawfull 
express  that  wish?  1  know  certainly  Uiat 
might,  and  I  know,  also,  that  I  wotild. — 
observe  that  this  sentiment  seems  a  bold  one 

but  who  is  prepared  to  tcti  me  that  I  si 
notF  1  wir,L  assert  the  freedom  of  an  En 
hshraan;  1  will  maintain  the  dignity 

man  j  I  will  vindicate  and  glory  in  the  prin-^' ciples  which  raised  this  countr>'  to  her  pr 
eminence  among  the  nations  of  the  cartU 
and  as  she  shone  thebhghl  star  of  the  mnr 
ing,  to  shed  the  U^hl  of  liberty  upon  natio^ 
which  now  enjoy  il,  so  may  she  continue  i 
her  radiant  sphrrCf  to  revive  the  anrient  pri 
vilcges  of  the  world,  which  have  been  iosf 
and  still  to  brin^  them  forward  tr>  longu 
and  people  who  nave  never  yet  known  the 
in  the  mysterious  progression  of  things  ! 

It  was  the  denial  of  tliese  rights  of  men, 
which  Ki;  '    '  liad  been  the  first  to  a' 
sert,  thai  i    Mr.  Paine  to  write  hi 

book  upc'ii  I.JI-'  t  icoch  Revolution,  but  whtc 
was  wriltcii  when  we  were  not  only  at  pea 
with  France,  but  when  she  was  liolding  out 

the  arms  of  friendship  to  embrace  us,  *"  \Vc have  subpoenaed  the  officer  of  the  House  of 
Lords  to  attend  with  the  correspondence  be- 

tween lord  Crenville  and  Mr.  Chauvehn, 
lonff,  long  after  that  period,  in  which  you 
will  find  tin  absolute  tfenial  of  eim»lty,  and 

professions  of  peace  and  friendship,  the  sin- 
cerity of  whicli  declarations  had  been  uni 

formly  experienced  by  our  countrymen  i 
France,  who  had  been  received  with  aiTectioiiL 

cordiality,  and  respect.  I  admit  that  the  work  ' of  Paine  contained  at  the  same  lime  slron:^ 
and  coarse  reflections  ag.\in5l  the  system  of 
the  British  government;  but  Mr.  Tookc  not 
only  disapproved  of  those  parts  of  the  book, 
but  expressed  his  disapprobation  of  llieni  to 
the  author^  he  repeatedly  argued  with  him 
the  merits  of  our  government,  and  told  him 

plainly  that  he  had  dt^fij^ured  hi*  work  by 
the  passages  which  apphcd  to  England,  and 
which  were  afterwards  selected  for  prosecu- 

tion, *  Is  il  fair  to  pronounce,  then,  against 
the  whole  tenor  of  life  atul  conversation,  that 
Mr.  Tooke  approved  of  the  destniclion  of 
monarchy,  because  he  promoted  the  circula- 

tion of  a  book,  nine-tenllis  of  wlutli  was 
wholly  collateral  to  the  subject,  and  which 

contained  iinportant  and  valuable  truths, 
Consistent  with,  and  even  Icadmg  to  its  pre>- 

scrvalion  ?  Only  twelve  pages  of  Mr.  Paine's book  were  ever  selcclea  as  inimical  to  the 

constitution,  whilst  above  two  hundred  con- 
tain reflections  which,  if  properly  attended  t 

miRht  secure  it  from  ll»c  very  attack  h 
m^es  upon  tt  in  the  rest. 

*  Sec  the  aote  in  v*  ̂^*  ̂ ^  ̂ ^^^  o\\m». 
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Let  us  try  Mr.  Burke's  work  by  the  same 
test. — ^Though  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  written 
with  an  honest  intention,  yet  it  contains,  in 
my  mind,  a  dangerous  principle,  destructive 

of  British  libert};.r— What  then?  Ought  I  to 
seek  its  suppression  ?  Ought  I  to  pronounce 
him  to  be  criminal  who  promotes  its  circula- 

tion ?  So  far  from  it,  that  I  shall  take  care  to 

put  it  into  the  hands  of  those  whose  princi- 
ples are  left  to  my  formation. — I  shall  take 

care  that  they  have  the  advantage  of  doing, 
in  the  regular  progression  of  youthful  study, 
what  I  have  done  even  in  the  short  intervals 

of  laborious  life ; — that  they  shall  transcribe 
with  their  own  hands  from  all  the  works  of 

this  most  extraordinary  person,  and  from  the 
last,  among  the  rest,  the  soundest  truths  of 

religion,— the  justest  principles  of  morals,  in- 
culcated and  rendered  delightful  by  the  most 

sublime  eloquence,— the  highest  reach  of  phi- 
losophy brought  down  to  the  level  of  common 

minds,  by.  the  most  captivating  taste, — the 
most  enlightened  observations  on  history, 
and  the  most  copious  collection  of  useful 
maxims,  from  the  experience  of  common  life. 
All  this  they  shall  do,  and  separate  for  them- 
sehes  the  good  from  the  evil,  taking  the  one 
as  far  more  than  a  counterpoise  to  the  other. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Tooke  had  an  additional 

and  a  generous  motive  for  appearing  to  be 
the  supporter  of  Mr.  Paine — the  constitution 
was  wounded  through  his  sides — I  blush,  as  a 
Briton,  to  recollect,  that  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  among  the  highest  orders,  to  deprive 
this  man  of  a  British  trial. — ^This  is  the  clue 

to  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct,  and  to  which,  if  there 
filiould  be  no  other  witness,  I  will  step  for- 
ward  to  be  examined — I  assert  that  there  was 
a  conspiracy  to  shut  out  Mr.  Paine  from  the 
privilege  of  being  defended:  he  was  to  be 
deprived  of  counsel ;  and  I,  who  now  speak 
to  you  was  liircatencd  with  the  loss  of  othce, 
if  I  appeared  as  his  advocate — I  was  told,  in 
plain  terms,  that  1  must  not  defend  Mr.  Paine 
— I  did  defend  him,  and  1  did  lose  my  office.  * 

It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Tooke 
interfered — Mr.  Paine  was  not  in  circum- 

stances to  support  the  expense  of  his  trial, 
and  Mr.  Tooke  became  a  subscriber  to  his 

defence,  though  he  differed  from  him,  as  I 
have  told  you,  in  the  application  of  his  prin- 

ciples to  the  British  government,  and  had 
both  pubhcly  am)  privately  expressed  that 

dift'crencp.  That  Mr.  Tooke's  approbation  of 
Mr.  Painc's  work,  and  of  the  French  llcvo- 
lution,  were  founded  upon  no  disgust  to  our 
own  coiislllnlion,  was  tuaniftstcd  in  the  most 
public  munntT,  at  the  very  same  period.  A 
meeting  was  lield  at  the  Crown  and  ̂ \nchor, 

*  When  Paine  was  brou-^ht  to  trial,  lord 
Erskine  (then  Mr.  Krskine)  was  attorney-ge- 

neral to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  was  re- 
moved; but  his  Royal  Highness  afterwards 

appointed  him  his  chancellor,  which  uifice  he 
held  till  he  received  the  Great  Seal  from  the 

King.    Hgiitor  of  Erskinc's  Speeches, 

Trial  of  John  Home  Tooke 
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not  called  by  Mr.  Tooke,  but  at  which  he  was 
present,  to  celebrate  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  French  Revolution,  where  a  noble  lord 
(earl  Stanhope)  was  in  the  chair,  and  a  mo- 

tion was  made,  ''  That  this  meeting  does 
most  cordially  rejoice  in  the  establisnmcnt 
and  confirmation  of  liberty  in  France,  and 

'  that  it  beholds,  with  pecuhar  satisfaction,  the 
sentiments  of  amity  and  good-will  which  ap- 

pear to  pervade  the  people  of  that  country 
towards  this,  especially  at  a  time  when  it  is 

the  manifest  interest"  (as  God  k^ows  it  is) 
"  of  both  states,  that  nothing  should  interrupt 
the  harmony  between  them,  which  is  so  es- 

sential to    the  freedom  and   happiness,  not 

only  of  both  nations,  but  of  all  mankind." 
Mr.  Home  Tooke— and  I  do  not  think,  after 
I  have  read  this,  that  I  shall  be  suffered  to  go 
on  making  any  more  remaiks  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  because  it  is  a  key  of  the  whole- 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  begged  that  the  honourable 
gentleman,  who  was  the  mover,  would  add  to 

I  his  motion,  some  qualifying  clause,  to  guard 

I  a^inst  misunderstanding  and  misreprcsenta- 
i  tion ; — that  there  was  a  very  wide  difference 
between  England  and  France ;  that  the  state- 
vessel  of  France  had  been  not  onlv  tempest- 
beaten,  and  shattered,  but  absolutely  bulged ; 
whereas,  in  England,  we  had  a  noble,  stately, 
and  sound  vessel,  sailing  prosperously  upon 
the  bosom  of  the  ocean ;  that  it  was  true» 

after  a  long  course,  she  might,  upon  examina- 
tion, appear  somewhat  foul  at  the  bottom,  and 

require  some  necessary  repairs,  but  that  her 
main  timbers  were  all  sound. — He  thcretbre 

requested,  that  there  should  be  an  addition  to 
the  motion,  but  that,  if  that  addition  was  not 
made,   he  should  move  il   himself— accord- 

ingly, he  did   move   in    public,  "  that    this 
meeting  feci  equal  satisfaction,  that  the  peo- 

ple of  England,  by  the  virtuous  exertions  of 
their  ancestors,  have  not  so  hard  a  task  to 
perform  as  the  Frencli  arc  cMigaged  in,  but 
have  only  to  maintain  and  improve  the  con- 

stitution which  their  ancestors  have  trans- 
mitted to  tiicin." — When  Mr.  Tooke  moved 

this  amendment,  he  did  il  in  iiin  i  .von  of 
THK  WMOLF.  roiNun,  and  pulilisheil  of  course, 
to  all  inrinkind,  those  opinions,  which  I  will 

prove  to  have  been  uniformly  his~if  indeed 
It  is  necessary  to   prove  theui,  when  the  at- 

torney-general has  been   so  liberally  wasting 
his  strength  in   proving  them,  lor  the  last 
three  days.     Mr.  Tooke,  when  he  proposed 
this  motion,  was  acting  upon   the  ordinary 

principle  of  his  life,  winch,  for  his  own  satis- 
faction, rather  than  for  yours,  I   shall  prove 

from  y<:ar  to  year. — I  will  lake  him  up  in 
the  year  17U0,  and  bring  him  down   to  the 
very  lime  when   he  comes  to  your  bar,  and 
show  that  he  has  ever  heeii  sledfast  in  favour 

of    the    pure,    uncorruplcd    constitution    of 
Great  Britain,  but  a  mortal  cm  mi/  to  its  abuses. 

This  disposition  is  so  far  from  being  dan- 
gerous to  public  tranquillity,  that  it  is  its 

surest  and  its  best  support.    Would  you  pre- 
vent the  infection  of  French  governmenl 



rtfithilig  iliU  country^  give  to  the  people 
firifetiral  bJc«mgs  of  their  own.    li  is 

iUle  to   sulxitie  the  human  mind   by 
^  war  against  opinions ;  it  may  succeed 

fwison.  Dtit  the  end  thereof  is  death ; 

V  said,*  that  a  forbidden  book 
I  i(ih  that  rties  op  in  the  face  of 
i  ^ccks  to  tread  it  out;  and  that  a 
V                 it  which  secku    its   safety  in   the 

n  of  the  press  by  sanguinary  pe- 
like  the  senllcman  who  heightened 

M\c  wan  of  his  park  lo  keep  out  the  crows  — 
the  htjman  mind  cannot  be  imprisoned;  it  is 
r       ̂   -^i  -   and  immortal:  reform,  therefore, 

which  obscyre  the  constitution, 
i.ivwer  for  its  safety.    Above  all 

*.  \  men  feel  and  enjoy  the  ini- 
1  on   of  mild   and  equal  laws. 

lo  God,  we  have  laieiy  felt  and 
m  in  xiVts  place,  and  our  con^titu- 
tbc  firmer  from  the  event;  whilst 

viDlries,  Bt  the  same  moment,  the 
f  persecution  and  terror  lias  made 
follow  upon  revoltilion,  and  filled 

iiic  t  jrcn  with  blootj  and  desolation. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  now  lay  before  you  Mr. 
T^'-^'^*   litical  sentiments  when  they  could 
r  s  be  writleri  to  serve  a  purpose; 
di„  .  ....,_  his  lordship  will  permit  Mr,  Gibbs 
to  read  them,  as  my  voice  and  strength  begin 
to  £ul  tne. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrf.—What  is  it? 
Mr.  Krtkine, — A  piece  of  evidence  I  have 

tA  offer.     I  am  too  much  exhausted  to  read  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Et/rc. — If  you  wish  to 
yourself,  sit  down ;  we  will  wait  pa- 
;  but  we  should  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Ertkine.—l   have  nearly  finished.     It 
II  a  letter  whiten  to  iord  A^hburton,  who 
ft--  r^->-  -  ,,tir  |ord^hlp  knows,  was  the  cele- 
l'  Dunning,  who  was  engaged  in  a 
iL,^.,.,.,  ,  .triiament:  and  >1  r.  Home Tooke 
v^Ple  this  letter  lo  him  upon  the  subject  of 

parliamentary  reform^  in  the  year  iTH". 

[Mr  Gihbs  here  read  the  following  Extract :] 

the  vole  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 

iV  liist,  purliurornt,  it  seems,  do  not  yet 
.thtL.k  it  necessiiry  lo  liike  into  consideration 
-Iha  kiAie  tif  representation  In  this  country. 
IIowev^  1,  notwithstanding  that  vote, 
Itm  '  ;ue  enough  to  believe,  that 

!-•  of  a  peaceful   revolution, 
!<an  any  wliith  has  luipponed 

..icutof  ourbiixon  ancestors  in 

11  .  ;  and  which  will  convey  down 
\  -_  ^jstenly  all  the  blessings  of  which 
^oiuicaJ  s>ociety  is  capable, 

*♦  Mv    l(ird»  ray  expectations    arc    greatly 
insicad   of  being  depressed,   by  the 

-us  which  were  urged  a^^nst  Mrrpilt's 

•Oof  "^rmWrnan  says,  *  He  cannot  ue  an^ 
'r  ' ''  mtitHm  tcmifJ  anncer  ;  jfor  ti •   gavtrnment  with   a   thipf  a 

.       *  SC«  Vol  22.  p,  UO, 
VOU  XXV. 

*  manj  t>r   a  guinea^  tatmrdi    earryhtg  Cn  the 
*  war  tilth  Tif;our^  iw  toirards  eUaOinhing  that 
*  mych'unhedfur  object^  peace.* 

"  My  lord,  i  hope  the  measure  will  be 
made  to  produce  to  governineiu  both  skips, 
and  wen^  and  gxiinrus.  For  they  would  be 
very  poor  politicians,  indeed,  who  could  not 
in  one  measure  comprehend  many  purposes : 
and  still  poorer,  who  iihould  miss  liie  present 
opportunity  of  obtaining,  by  this  one  mea- 

sure of  reform,  every  desirable  object  of  the slate, 

**  Another  gentleman  apprehends  that  *  no* 
*  thing  le*»  than  giving  mery  man  it^  the  kin^ 
*  dom  a  vtttc  would  give  universal  saliif'uctiun* 

"  Mt/  lordy  Itrutt  thut  there  are  veriffcn.  p 
sons  in  the  kingdom  who  desire  so  improper  a 
iffipraeticable  a  measure.  Btit,  if  there  rci 
maniff  the  uisdom  lyf  partiamefit  a\iuid  correct 
their  plan^  and  the  corrected  uQuid  be  well 
pleased  at  the  cor  reel  ion, 

**  My  lord,  I  shall  not  waste  a  word  to  show 
the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  representation 
of  this  country.  I  shall  only  consider  the 
mode  of  reform  ;  and  endeavour  to  show  that 
it  is  not  difficult  to  embrace  every  interest  in 
the  state,  and  to  satisfy  well-meaning  men 
of  every  description.  To  this  end  I  am  com- 

pelled iirst  lo  remove  the  prejudices,  and,  in- 
deed, Just  otjections^  which  some  persons  en- 

tertain to  allthe  modes  of  reform  which  have 
hitherto  been  recommended. 

"  My  virtuous  and  inestimable  friend, 
major  Cartwrighl,  is  a  zealous  and  nn  abl 
advocate  for  equni  and  untvcrmi  rt'prescnta' 
tion  ;  that  is,  for  an  equal  and  umvtrsal  shxre 
of  every  man  in  the  govcrmneut.  My  lord, 
I  conceive  his  argumtnt  to  be  this:  every 
man  has  an  equal  ri«sht  to  freedom  and  secu- 

rity. No  man  can  be  free  who  bus  not  % 
voice  in  the  framing  of  those  laws  by  whic 
he  is  to  be  governed.  He  who  is  not  repre- 

sented has  not  ttiis  voice;  theretore,  eve 

man  has  aa  equal  right  to  representation,  o' lo  a  share  in  the  government.  11  is  tinal  con- 
clusion is,  that  every  man  has  a  right  lo  an 

Cfjual  share  in  representation. 
**  Now,  my  lord,  I  conceive  the  crforto  lie 

ehicjhf  in  the"  cone  Ills.  ion.  For  there  is  a  very 
great  dift'erence  bftvveen  having  nu  egtiat 
right  to  a  ihnrc,  and  a  ri»ht  to  an  equal  shar€m 
An  estate  maybe  devised  by  will  among 
many  persons  in  different  proportions;  loon 
five  pounds,  to  another  live  hundrcil,  \c. 
each  person  wdl  have  an  equal  right  to  his 
share,  hut  not  a  right  to  an  tjqual  share. 

**  This  principle  is  farther  attempted  to  In? 
enforced  hyan  as>cTtion,  that  Mhe  al)  of  on 
*  man  is  as  dear  lo  him  as  the  all  of  anothci 

'  man  is  lo  that  other.*  But,  my  lurd,  thif 
maxim  will  not  hold  by  any  means;  for  s 
small  all  is  not,  fur  vciy  gr>od  reasons,  so  dca 
as  a  great  all.  A  small  all  may  be  lost,  and 
easily  regained  ;  it  may  very  oJicn,  and  wit^ 
great  wisdom,  be  risked  for  the  cliance  of 
greater;  it  may  be  so  small  as  to  be  lillle  o|^ 
not  at  aU  woi ih  defending  or  c^rii^^  (ot^  I 

Y 

BO* 

] 
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eo  qui  xonam  perdidit.  But  a  large  all  can 
never  be  recovered ;  it  hat  been  amauing  and 
acatmulating^  j>€rh4ip9f  from  father  to  son  for 
many  gcnemtions  ;  or  it  hat  been  the  proauct 
of  a  long  lift  of  induUry  and  talentt ;  or  the 
conseguence  of  tome  circumttance  which  will 
ntver  return.  But  I  am  sure  I  need  not  dwell 
upon  this,  without  placing  the  extremes  of 
fortune  in  array  against  each  other;  every 
jiian  whose  all  has  varied  at  different  periods 
of  his  life,  can  speak  for  himself,  and  say 
vhelher  the  dcarness  in  which  he  held  these 
different  alls,  was  ec^ual.  The  lowest  order  of 
men  consume  their  all  daily,  as  fast  as  they 
acquire  it. 

*'  My  lord,  justice  and  policy  require  that 
benefit  and  burthen,  that  the  «We  of  power 
and  the  share  of  contribution  to  that  power, 
should  be  as  nearly  proportioned  as  possible. 
If  aristocracy  will  have  all  power,  they  are 
tyrants  and  unjust  to  the  people,  because  aris- 

tocracy alone  does  not  bear  the  whole  bur- 
tlien.  If  the  smallest  individual  of  the  people 
contends  to  be  equal  in  power  to  the  greatest 
individual,  he  too  is  in  his  turn  unjust  in  his 
demands ;  for  his  burthen  and  contribution 
are  not  equal. 

"  Hitherto,  my  lord,  I  have  only  argued 
against  Vhe  eyualHy  ;  I  shall  now  venture  to 
speak  against  the  universality  of  representa- 

tion, or  of  a  share  in  the  government ;  for  the 
terms  amount  to  the  same. 

"  Freedom  and  security  ought  surely  to  be 
equal  and  universal.  But,  mv  lord,  I  am  not 
at  all  backward  to  contend  that  some  of  the 
members  of  a  society  may  be  free  and  secure^ 
-without  having  a  share  in  the  government. 
The  happiness,  and  Irecdom,  and  security  of 
the  whole,  may  even  be  advanced  by  tliC  ex- 

clusion of  some,  not  front  freedom  and  secu- 
rity, but  from  a  >haic  in  the  government." 

Mr.  Er$kiiif. — These  arc  Mr.  Tooke*s  sen- 
timents, and  tlicy  speak  fur  themselves,  with- 

out any  commentary,  it  is  verj-  fortunate  for 
inc,  therefore,  as  well  as  for  the  unfortunate 
gentleman  whom  I  represent, that  the  subject 
of  his  defence  is  almo!>l  exhausted,  bccau-jc  I 
myself  am  entirely  so;  and  surely  that  circum-  !  explicit  manner  in  which  he  made  this  decla- 

and  although  I  knew  the  disposition  of  my 
honourable  and  learned  friends  to  have  left  me 
at  home,  till  the  season  arrived  fur  the  defence 
of  the  prisoner,  yet  amid  the  chaos  of  matter 
which  the  fulfilmentof  their  duty  obliged  them 
to  lay  before  you,  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  know,  within  even  hours,  the  time  I  should 
be  wanted.  I  hope,  however,  that  amidst 
all  these  pressures  I  have  been  able  to  lay  be- 

fore you  suflicient  information  for  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duty  to  the  prisoner  and  to  the 

public. — ^The  matter  for  your  consideration 
oeing  a  mere  matter  of  fact — Hat  the  priaoner 
at  the  bar  conspired,  with  others,  to  depote  the 
king,  and  to  subvert  by  force  the  government  tf 
the  kingdom  f 

The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Tooke  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  excellent  government,  which  my 

learned  friend,  Mr.  Gibbs,  has  just  read  to 
you,  would  in  themselves  be  sufficient  to  ex- 

pose the  falsehood  of  the  charge.  The  pub- 
lication cannot  be  considered  as  a  pretext,  be- 

cause they  have  ever  been  uniformly  supported 
by  his  conduct. — One  of  the  most  honourable 
men  in  this  country  now  present,  will  nrove 
to  you  that  he  acted  upon  these  principles  at 
the  time  he  published  them,  and  offered  all 
his  influence  and  exertions  to  promote  Mr. 

Pitt's  plan,  which  was  then  in  agitation ;  and 
I  win  lead  him  on  in  your  view,  day  by  day, 
from  that  period  till  within  a  fortnight  of  his 
apprehension  for  this  supposed  treason.  Mr. 
Francis,  a  most  honourable  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  one  of  the  society 
called  the  Friends  of  the  Feople,  having  sug- 

gested a  plan  for  the  rcfurni  ot  parliament, 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  moderate  and 
reasonable,  applied  to  Mr.  Tooke,  who  was 
then  supposed  to  be  plotting  the  destruction 
of  his  country,  to  give  liini  his  assistanc({upoii 
it.  Mr.  Tooke's  answer  was  this — ^**  Onc-hl\h, 
or  one  tenth,  nay  one  twentieth  part  of  what 
you  arc  asking  would  be  a  solid  benctit,  and  I 

will  give  it  my  support.'^  Mr.  Francis  will 
tell  YOU  this  upon  his  oath,  and  he  will  add 
what  he  has  told  mc  repeatedly  in  private,  that 
he  grew  in  his  esteem  from  the  candid  and 

&tance  nlU!^t  present  in  the  strongest  colours  to 
men  of  your  justice  and  discernment,  the  fatal 
precedent  of  such  a  trial ;  s«ince,  if  I  were  even 
capable  of  grasping  in  my  mind  more  matter 
than  the  greatest  reach  of  human  thought  and 
memory  could  comprehend,  the  bodily  strength 
of  the  strongest  miin  would  sink  under  the 
delivery. 

1  h^ve  been  placed  here,  as  you  know,  in  a 
most  arduous  and  anxious  situation  for  many 
days  during  the  late  trial ; — I  have  had  no  op- 

portunity of  rest  in  the  interval,  but  have  been 
called  incessunlly  to  the  other  labours  of  my 
profession,  and  am  now  brought  back  again  to 
the  "Stake  without  the  refreshment  which  na- 

ture requires,  for  it  must  be  a  dishonest  mind  I 

ration.  Mr.  Muirpe  has  also  proved,  that  at 
tiic  very  time  when  all  this  scene  of  ̂ lilt  is 
ini]nitcd,  Mr.  Tooke  was  uniformly  maintain- 

ing the  same  sentiments  in  the  most  unre- 
served confidence  of  private  friendbhip.  I 

could  go  on  indeed,  calling  witness  after  wit- 
lurss  throughout  the  wide-extended  circle  of 
all  who  have  ever  known  him,  that  a  firm  and 
zealous  attachment  to  the  British  government, 
in  its  uncorruptcd  state,  has  been  the  uniform 
and  zealous  tenor  of  his  o]>inions  and  conduct; 
yet  in  the  teeth  of  this  evidence  of  a  whole 
life,  you  arc  called  upon,  on  your  oaths,  to 
shed  his  blood,  by  the  verdict  you  arc  to  give 
in  this  place.  >\ 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  conclude  without  ob- 
which  could  feci  the  tranquillity  necessary  for  |  serving  tliat  the  conductof  this  abused  and 

hrouchout  the  whoU 
eatltXed  him  to  admin* 

its  reception ;  I  came  into  court  thismornhig  j  fortunate  gentleman,  throughout  the  whole  of 
perfectly  subdued  with  fatigue  and  agitation,    the  trial;  has  certainly 
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tkmand  rnpect ;  f  had  undoubtedly  prepared 
(Iftoeonducl  hbcau^c  id  a  manner  totally 

It  from  that  which  I  have  pursued ;  it 

my  purpoM  to  ha%*e  selected  those  parts 
irdy  by  which  he  wai  affected, 
catlcntioti  to  the  particular 

la  nave  sej>aratL*d  him  from  the  rest. 
tuch  acQurse  I  could  have  steered  bts  ves- 

R  safely  out  of  the  storm,  and  brought  her, 

~witho>ilt    ikcnagc,    into   i  harbour  of  safety, 
'lite  the  other  unfortunate  prisoners  were to   ride  out  this  liwhd  tetnpe6t.     But  he 

"  Qn  holding  out  a  rope  to  save  the  in- 
t  ffom  danger^ he  would  not  suffer  his 

loe  to  be  put  upon  the  footing  which  dis- 
ition  vrould  have  sug;;e^led.     On  the  con- 

though  not  iniphcaied  himself  in  the 
^ged  conspiracy,  he   has  charged   me   to 

and  Jcftlroy  my  strength  to  prove  that 
^iiilt  can  be  brought  home  to  others, 

;  in  ha^iiiRbcrti  matle  the  humble  in- 
it  of  so  much  good — my   heart  was 
much  in  u  cause, 

rniv  CP4»  that  I  am  tearing  my?etf  to 
us  beyond  my  powers — I  have 
I  strength  to  proceed  farther — 
J,  desire  to  cvnciliule  your  fa- 
I'Uvate  your  judgments  by  clo- 

iR  U$e  close  of  my  discourse  ;— but  I 
Elodc  this  cause,  as  I  concluded  the  ihi' 
by  miploring  that  you  may  be  eniighl- 

Irdgby  that  Power  which  can  algne  unerringly 
the  human  mmd  in  the  pursuit  of  truth 

Jiutke. 

pt  being  now  near  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
the  Court  adjourned  to  lo-morruw  murn- 

log,  niae  o'clock.] 

jm  Uouit  in  the  Old  Bailfy,  Thurtday^ 
November  the  mth. 

t|  ri>»ef  Justice  Eyte,  Ix)rd  Chief  Baron 
,\\i\  Mr.  Bsiron  Ilotham,  Mr.  Justice 
vir.  Justice  lawruncc,  and  others, 

rii-  \i  ij»'iit>'b  JusiiccA, &c. 
Jvhi  Home  Tookt  bct  to  the  bar. 

EriKEMc^ronTMc  DrrtjrcAXT, 

l^jor  Curtm'right  swom. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Eraktne. 

Arc  you  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

sly,    whose    prucccdinc^  have  been  ex- 
iii  this  cotirtf — UY  t!ie   S«jciciy  for 

Liriional  In  formation,  I  am. 
»w  Jong  have  you   bren   a  member  of 

Itial  siucirty  ?*-From  Us  first  institution. 
instituted  ? — I 

<<ue  of  the  first 
jti)b  was  anollicr, icr. 

  .  j^   K  ;  — i  -..^  one. 
What  wcrti  the  objccU  of  the  3S5oci*ition  ? 

— Ticv  proposed  to  give  to  the  public  Con- 

A.  D.  179*. 

stjtiUional  Information,  as  eiqpiressed  in  thd' 
original  title  of  the  soticly,  and  of  which  thdi 
members  who  composed  it  thought  the  pubU<|l 
were  very  much  in  need, 

Mr.  Tooke, — My  lord  chief  jti?ticc,   I  hoj 
I  am  not  disorderly,  and  I  hope  the  Jiwiiv^^ 

of  my  application  to  you  will  uoi  bt  '    n, 
I  had  prepared  a  very  great  boily  >  fi 
before  L  knew  the  cour^*  which  liit-  |.iv-i.».a- 
tion  might  take.  I  am  not  dcsin>U8  to  inlro«l} 
duce  before  this  Court,  and  consequently  beij 
fore  the  nution,  a  great  deal  ai  rvidcnc( 
which  1  origmally  thought  might  possibly 
necessary  for  my  defence.  If  the  (  ourt,  the 
prosecutor,  and  the  jury,  should  think  it  not 
necessary  for  nic  to  go  on,  with  that  body  of 
evidence  which  I  meant  im  prodiire,  I  bhall 
then  be  very  well  contented  not  to  protlucc  it, 

having  no  other  motive  whatever,  than  to  ap- 
pear to  do  that  which  is  barely  U'  i: 

my  own  defence,  and  anxiotisly  v  r 
instead  of  Iom'       If  in   ihe   i-j.mnMi  i,i 
others,  or  api  do  from  any  ntottTC 
Ujat  which  i.s;..^  ,,. .^.^sary,  I  may  confine 
myself  merely  and  bareJy  to  that  which  I 
ought.  I  hope  your  lordship  will  roI  mis- 
untlerstand  me,  I  cannot  speak  more  fully 

with  propriety  but  if  the  Court,  the  pro^p- 
cntor,  and  the  jury*  do  not  think  if  s' 
necessary  that  I  should  ̂ >  into  fl '  , 
I  am  very  willing  to  relinqviish  it ;  .lu  1  bt  g  I 
may  **;o  into  the  e^vldence  by  the  direction  of 
your  Turdship.  ^ 

J^rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — .It  does  not  m)» 
pear  to  me,  Mr,  Tooke,  that  it  is  possible  for 
the  Court  to  say  one  word  upon  that  i^ubject : 
iili  that  the  Court  can  do  is,  when  you  offer  a 
head  of  evidence  to  say,  whettier  in  their 
judgment  that  head  of  eVideiice  is  competent 

to  "the  present  inquiry.  If  the  prosecutor thinks  ht  to  say  any  tblnj;  to  you  upon  the 
subject,  that  is  quite  another  consideration, 
l)ut  the  Court  certainly  cannot  take  upon 
itself  to  give  any  intimation  or  direction  in 
any  respect;  lor  myself,  individually,  I  have 
no  wish  to  nffrrow  the  grounds  of  your  defence 
in  anv  manner,  I  shall  wish  that  you  hkiv  lay 
it  before  thejury,  in  the  fullest  manner,  as  far 
as  the  rules  of  law  and  of  evidence  will  pemriit 
\ou  to  do  it,  and  I  shall  thi[ik  no  time  mi&- 
tpcnt  in  hearini;  it. 

Mr.  Tttoke, — ^I  am  perfectly  aware,  and  do 
not  mean— I  know  if  I  did  mean,  I  should 
not  be  permitted — to  bring  incompetent  evi- 

dence; bul  I  could  do  no  olherwiHe  ihan  ad- 
dic?46  myself  to  the  Court,  perfectly  satisfied 

with  your  lordship's  answer  j  but  my  address 
is,  in  fact,  to  the  prosecutor,  though  I  apply 
to  your  ior^lship. 

Mr.  Attitrneif  Gfnfrfl/.— That  address  being; 
made  to  me  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Mr.  Tookc» 
to  inform  him,  that  I  '-peak  at  present  under 
an  impression,  that  when  the  ca*e,  on  the 
part  ot  the  prosecuior,  is  understoorl,  it  has 
received  as  yet,  in  the  oprning  uf  hi^  rounsrl, 
no  answer  ;  nnd  I,  therefore,  dcsvi«  VWaV  %Vt, 
Toukc  will  undeisVand  me^  mtatavw^Xo  ̂ VaXit 
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to  the  lury,  that  I  have  proved  the  case  upon 
the  indictment. 

Mr.  £ii/cinc;.— Then  we  will  go 'into  the 
whole  case.  Major  Cartwright,  What  were 
the  objects  of  that  association,  that  you  were 
proceeding  Ijo  state  ?*-^Tbe  objects  of  that 
society  were  saroply  to  give  Constitutional  In- 

formation to  the  public,  particularly,  and  ex- 
pressly, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  par- 

liamentary reform  for  the  recovery  of  their  lost 
rights. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—I  am  sorry  to 
distress  major  Cartwright,  but  I  do  not  hear 
one  word. 

Major  Cariwright. — I  was  asked  the  ob- 
jects of  that  society,  they  were  simply,  as  far 

as  I  know,  to  communicate  Constitutional  In- 
formation to  the  public,  and  particularly  to 

promote  a  recovery  of  what  they  thought  lost 
rights,  particularly  meaning  the  right  of  re- 

presentation in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Mr.  £rs/cin«.-- Having  sUted  this  to  have 

been  the  original  obiect,  and  you  remaining 
to  this  hour,  a  member  of  that  society — did 
the  society  ever,  to  your  knowledge,  change 
these  objects?—!  never  entertained  such  an 
idea. 

If  there  had  been  any  deviation  in  the  so- 
ciety, from  its  original  objects,  was  your  at- 

tendance upon  it  such  as  that  you  conceive 
you  must  have  known  it?— For  the  last  two 
years  it  has  scarcely  been  in  my  power  to  at- 

tend at  all ;  but  I  was  many  years  in  the 
habit  of  attending  that  society,  and  never  did 
perceive  any  indication  whatever  of  changing 
jts  object,  or  acting  upon  any  other  principle 
than  that  upon  wlut  h  it  set  out. 

Did  the  society,  in  pursuing  those  objects 
whicti  you  have  stated  to  have  existed,  adopt 
any  example  or  any  models  that  had  been 
set  by  other  persons  ? — In  the  out-set  of  that 
society,  I  believe  the  general  sentiment  of 
the  meml^rs  was  in  favour  of  universal  suf- 

frage, and  annual  parliaments-^that  society 
was  instituted  before  the  duke  of  Richmond 
brought  his  bill  into  parliament,  and  before 
his  publication  of  his  letter  to  colonel  Shar- 

man;  the  duke's  conduct,  upon  these  two  oc- 
casions, met  with  the  concurrence  and  appro- 

laation  of  that  society. 
Was  the  duke  of  Richmond's  letter  to  co- 

lonel Sharman,  circulated  among  the  members 
of  that  society  ? — Yes. 

And  did  the  duke's  plan,  as  staled  in  that 
Jctter,  r<  ccive  your  approbation  ?— That  is  a 
fact  I  cannot  positively  speak  to,  because  1 
do  not  recollect  the  particular  circumstance 
of  the  time  when  the  duke's  plan  was  s<» 
communicated;  but  1  have  no  doubt  at  all 
that  every  member  in  that  society,  who  was 

*  See  below  some  observations  upon  the 
examination  of  tliis  witness  in  the  arguments 
which  took  place  in  this  case  as  to  the  ad- 
mi^ssibility  of  extracts  from  a  letter  to  lord 
Ashburtun,  which  had  been  written  and  pub- 

ji/>hci}  by  the  prisoacr. 

in  the  habit  of  attending,  or  who  concerned 
himself  at  all  about  the  objects  of  that  so- 

ciety, did  perfectly  well  know  tho  nature  of 
the  plan  of  the  duke  of  Richmond's  bill, as  well  as  of  his  letter  to  colonel  Sharman. 
Do  you  remember  the  letter  to  colonel 

Sharmau  ? — I  have  read  it  formerly — I  pre- 
sume the  letter  brought  here  is  an  authentic 

copy  of  it. Mr.  Erskine. — It  has  been  proved  upon 
both  cases,  and  has  been  authenticated  upon 
oath  here  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  ? — Re- 

specting the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan,  as 
contained  in  the  bill  he  brought  into  parlia- 

ment, and  in  his  letter  to  colonel  Sharman, 
I  can  speak  from  a  particular  knowledge  of 
myself,  and  other  gentlemen,  acting  upon 
those  principles,  because  I  had  the  honour  of 
many  conversations  with  the  duke  of  Rich- 

mond upon  the  subject,  both  before  and 
after  he  brought  in  his  bill,  and  wrote  that 
letter. 

You  being  a  member  of  this  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  and  continuing 

to  be  so  after  the  duke's  application  to  par- 
liament, and  after  the  publication  of  bis  plan, 

did  you  continue  associated  to  carry  that  plan, 
as  far  as  you  could  do  it,  into  execution — I 
ask  as  far  as  related  to  yourself,  and  your  own 
opinions? — 1  continued,  and  I  believe  that 
the  society  itself  continued  to  act ;  I  cannot 
pretend  to  say,  that  the  sole  object  of  the  so- 

ciety was,  to  act  solely  and  precisely  upon  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  plan ;  but  their  great 
object  was  radical  essential  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  There  was  a  consider- 

able diversity  of  opinions  in  that  society  upon 
the  precise  plan  that  ought  to  be  adopted,  or 
that  was  most  likely  to  succeed ;  some  thought 
universal  suffrage  and  annual  parliaments, 
the  true  principles  of  the  constitution  :  I  was 
one  of  that  number,  and  am  of  that  number 
still ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  speak  for  my- 

self and  other  gentlemen,  for  whose  senti- 
ments I  can  answer,  that  the  Society  for  Con- 

stitutional Information  would  have  thought 
themselves,  and  their  country,  very  happy,  if 
a  reform,  very  considerably  short  ot  that 
which  they  conceived  to  be  real  perfection, 
could  have  been  obtained. 

Would  you  have  remained,  and  would  you 
stand  up  before  me  now  remaining  a  member 
of  that  society,  if,  from  all  you  know  of  it,  all 
voii  have  seen,  all  you  have  heard,  all  you 
have  observed,  you  had  had  reason  to  believe,  or 
to  suspect,  that  they  meant  to  subvert  the  go- 

vernment, and  to  destroy  the  office,  and  title 
of  the  king? — I  would  have  remained  in  that 
society,  let  their  objects  be  what  they  might, 
but  it  would  have  been  in  order  to  nave  re- 

moved men  who  had  such  objects. 
Did  you  ever  hear  any  person  in  that  so- 

ciety, propose  to  bring  any  such  matter  to  pass? — Never. 

Until  the  apprehension  of  the  unfortunate 
persons,  whose  trials  bring  us  into  this  place, 
had  you  ever  heard  of  any  such  disposition 



for  tfign  treason* 

•oetcly  ?— Never  in  llie  aroallcsl  par- 

e\*er  any  man  in  Ihat  society  make  » 
If)  or  proposition,  or  in  discourse  signify 

of  that  detestable  nature,  to  de- 
re,  the  govern racnl  and  laws  of 
? — Certainly  not. 

IrikiM. — I  beg  your  pardon  for  asking 
lbr*c   f]iie5tionj>,    because  you    seem  to 

(1  I  do  not  wonder—  ■     - 

I  listke  Etfre. — Ask  your  ques> 
loui  these  observations, 

tornejf  General. — I  did  desire  that 
'^^'  "-'    -t  !  counsel  were  billing  there, 
I  i^lit  be  somewhere  else, 

I  .^...ivuliy  about  staring  might 
removt?d, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Et/fc. — The  questions 
^ht  tu  be  put  withuul  tliese  observations. 

Ir.  Tnoke. — The  prisoner's  back  was  turned Uie  witness ;  1  have  not  looked  in  his  face. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  was  not  ad- *  to  you. 
Mr,  Et^kine. — I  have  a  right  to  look  in 
'   "  •  I  examine  him. 

'  ustice  Eyre. — But  not  to  make 

Mr.   Enjcine.^l  will    put    the    quettton 
without  any  periphrases,  that  it  may 

understood. — Did  you  ever,  in  uU  your  at- 
ice  upon  that  society,  hear  any  formal 

ID    made,    or    even  any    discourse  ul- 
that    went    to    any    of   the    objects 
upon  thb  indictment  ?  — Certainly 

Nqw,  Sir,   having  asked  you  concerning 
general  objects  of  the  Constitutional  So- 

and  you  having  told  the  Court  that  the 
dar  members  of  that  society  had  shades 
if  in  opinion  concerning  the  best 

lOtJ  pled,  I  would  ask  whether  you 
tnov,  .,,,  ̂ ..iiikmanat  tbe  bar,Mr,  Tooke  ? — 
hav/-  known  Mr.  Tookc  about  sixtee^i  years, 
li  IK  w.iir  knowledge  of  him  been  of  an  in- 
t  I  ?— Very  iniiniale 

'ur  knowledge  been  of  so  intimate  a 
irtBa  that,  knowing  him  in  private  life,  and 

'  1^  alto  a  member  of  the  same  society,  yoti caa  inform  the  Court  what  were  his  princi- 
ples and  opinions  as  regarding  this  question  f 

■    -Mr.  Tooke  al way  1^  appcarecTto  me,  both  in lis  public  conduct  ana  m  his  privjite  con- 
ion^,    to  be  a  steady,  hrm,   inflexible 
to  a  n  form  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

the  reform  that  he  was    the  linn, 
F^  and  indexible  friend  of,  upon  the  plan 
you  hold  in  your  hand,  or  any  plan  of 

nt  nature,  f>hoTl  of  that  ? — I  do  not 
■ithat  Mr.  Tonke  had  any  particular  ob- 
ion!>  to  this  plan,  but  I  know  that  it  did 
concur  with  his  particular  opinions. 

Uavc  you  ever  argued  that  mailer  with  him, 

'  found  a  Jiflference  of  opinion  between  Imii 
you? — 1  have. 

Did  you  find  Mr.  Tooke  in  any  part  of  his 
ublic  conduct,  or  in  the  course  of  thai  long 
itiniiicy  which  has  subsisted  between  you, 

.  D.  1794. 

a  man  floating  between  diilerpnt  opinions, 
taking  up  one  ooinion  one  day  and  another  on 
anollier,  or  did  ne  appear  to  you  to  be  steady 
to  one  particular  opinion? — Of  all  men  I  ever 
knew,  Mr.  Tooke  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
steadiest  and  most  invariable  in  his  opinions 
from  the  time  that  I  have  known  him,  be- 

cause I  believe  that  they  were  formed  prior  to 
that  period,  and  his  good  sense  never  gayc 
him  occasion  to  alter  them. 

In  the  lung  course  of  the  intimacy  that  you 
have  before  stated,  and  your  acqu;iinlaoce 

with  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct  in  public,  did  yoa 
ever  hear  any  thing  fall  from  him  dibrespect- 
ful  to  the  ol^ice  of  royalty  in  this  country  f — 
Quite  the  reverse  :  in  conversing  with  Mr. 
Tooke  upon  subjects  of  that  kind,  at  times, 
when  other  opinions  were  put  abroad,  I  have 
always  heard  him  maintain  that  the  regal 
and  the  aristocratical  branches  of  the  consti- 

tution of  this  country  were  good  and  excellent 
in  themselves,  and  that  it  a  reform  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  constitution,  meaning  the 
House  of  Commons,  could  be  obtained,  that 
our  Lonstitutiou  then,  in  his  opinion,  would 
be  the  most  perfect  of  any  upon  earth.  I  am 

not  repeating  Mr.  Tooke's  words,  because  I 
have  not  a  memory  sufficient  lor  that  pur- 

pose, but  I  remember  that  was  always  the 
imprecision  made  upon  my  mind  from  his  con- versalioiK 

1  hen  I  understand  you  not  to  be  stating 
what  Mr.  Tooke  has  said  upon  any  one  parti- 

cular occasion,  but  that  this  is  the  resuJt  of 
all  tliat  your  memory  furnishes  you  with  from 
his  conversation  ? — Yes,  for  sixteen  years  past invariably. 

How  lately  have  you  seen  Mr.  Tooke  before 
he  was  in  the  Tower,  when  of  course  you 
could  not  see  him  without  an  order  .^ — 1  do 
not  thmk  I  have  seen  him  since  the  spring  in 
the  year  1792. 

Did  you  in  the  spring  of  I7fis  find  any  va» 
riation,  or  tendency  to  a  variation,  in  those 
opinions,  which  he  had  so  long  inflexibly  pur- 

sued?—Not  the  least:  lean  recollect  a  con- 
versation, I  believe  two  or  three  limes  re* 

pealed,  at  different  times,  which  made  an 
impression  upon  my  mind  from  a  sort  of  illus- 

tration that  Mr.  Tooke  made  use  of,  in  order 
to  show  that  his  objects  did  not  go  the  same 
lengths  as  those  ot  Mr.  Paine  and  other  pcr- 
suns  who  had  speculated  upon  government; 
I  remember  particularly  his  illustrating  it  by 
speaking  of  persons  travelling  in  a  stage  coach 
together :  he  said,  men  ma^y  get  inlo  the  same 
stage-  coach  with  an  intention  of  travelling  to 
a  certain  distance ;  one  roan  chooses  to  get 
out  at  one  stage,  another  at  another ;  and  so 
some  men  may  want  something  more  than  a 
reform— I  want  a  reform  in  the  House  of 

Commons  only.  And,  still  pursuing  his  si- 
mile of  the  sta^e-coach,  he  said— If  I  and 

several  men  are  in  the  Windsor  stage,  when 
I  find  myself  at  Hounsiow,  1  get  out ;  they 
who  want  to  go  farther,  may  go  to  Windsor, 

cr  where  they  like;  but  when  I  get  to  Uoun* 
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«low  (Applying  it  to  the  House  of  CommonsV 
there  I  get  out ;  no  farther  will  I  jgo,  by  God. 

A  letter  has  been  read  in  evidence  here 
from  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion, of  which  you  then  were,  and  still  are.  a 
member,  to  the  society  of  gentlemen  called 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  in  Frith  street, 
which  has  been  attributed  here  to  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  by  the  counsel  for  the  crown :  be  so 
good  as  to  say  who  wrote  that  letter,  because 
your  society  is  not  a  corporation  ? — ^Not  Mr. 
Tooke ;  that  I  can  say  of  m  v  own  personal 
knowledge,  a  knowledge  which  cannot  de- 

ceive me. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  I  take  that  to  be 

the  letter  which  produced  the  answer  from 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  de- 

clining the  intercourse. 
Mr.  Erskine.  Just  so,  dated  Free  Masons' 

Tavern,  immediately  upon  the  institution  of 
the  Society  called  the  Friends  of  the  People; 
will  you  just  cast  your  eye  over  that  letter  ? — ^I 
have  read  tliis  letter  in  the  report  of  the  se- 

cret committee  of  the  House  ot' Commons,  I believe  it  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original. 
How  came  you  to  be  so  well  acquainted  with 

that  letter  ? — I  was  in  the  chair  at  the  time 
that  it  was  sent,  and  I  was  the  person  who 
subscribed  it  as  chairman. 

And  you  consented  to  the  sending  of  it  ? — 
I  did. 

What  was  the  object  of  sending  it — T  mean 
from  what  passed  in  the  society  at  the  time  it  j 
was  sent  ? — It  had  been  a  constant  observation  < 

tkm  of  theirs  to  parsue  more  than  a  parliamen- 
tary reform  in  the  House  of  Commons?—- The 

letter  I  should  imagine  will  explain  that. 
There  have  been  different  constructions  put 

a  I  upon  it;  I  want  to  know  what  passed  at  the 
time  it  was  sent— what  was  the  object  of  the 
society  that  sent  it?— Certainly  not  meaning 
any  thing  but  a  reform  in  the  House  of  Com- mons. 

At  the  time  that  this  letter  was  sent,  either 
upon  the  day  it  was  sent  or  before  the  day  it 
was  sent,  or  at  any  time  before  it  was  sent^ 
had  any  thing  been  starte<l,  in  the  society 
that  sent  it,  drawing  towards  any  farther  re- 

form than  a  reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons?— No  such  thing :  I  only  speak  of  my 

own  knowledge,  when  I  happened  to  m 
there :  nor  did  I  ever  hear  thatauy  such  thing 
had  ever  happened. 

Were  you  a  member  of  this  new  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  at  the  time  that  that 
letter  was  sent?— I  was. 

So  then,  if  I  understand  you  rijght,  you 
were  tlie  chairman  in  the  Coustitutional  So- 

ciety who  signed  that  letter,  which  was  writ- 
ten in  fact  to  yourself,  and  to  others,  in  the 

character  of  the  Friends  of  the  People? — 
Yes. 
Then  did  you  mean,  or  did  the  society 

mean,  to  your  knowled^,  to  signify  to  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  ot  which  you  were  one, 
that  you  meant  to  do  something  different 
from  yourself  in  another  place  ?— Certainly not. 

That  letter  was  received  by  the  Society  of in  the  Society  for  ConsUtutional  Information,  I 

that  gentlemen  in  opposition  to  government,  |  the  Friends  of  the  People ;  after  it  was'  re- in the  Houses  of  Parliament,  very  freouently  :  ceived,  and  after  the  answer  was  sent,  did  you 
made  great  professions  of  patriotism,  out  did  |  continue  to  be  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
not  always,  when  their  own  turn  was  served,  the  Friends  of  the  People  C — I  did,  and  am 
act  up  to  the  same  principles ;  that  letter  was  now. 
written  as  a  serious,  friendly,  solemn  warning  Did  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
to  that  new  society,  which  was  composed  in  a  pic  know,  and  do  Ihey  now  know,  that  you. 
considerable  degree  of  members  of  parlia- 
ment. 

A  warning  of  what  sort— for  what  purpose  ? 
— ^To  guard  them  ajgainst  a  departure  from 
those  principles  which  they  once  professed 
friendly  to  the  constitution. 

Was  that  a  general  observation  of  the  so- 
ciety at  the  time  they  sent  the  letter,  or  had 

it  an  application  to  any  particular  thing  which 
either  iiad  happened,  or  in  their  conception, 
might  happen? — I  conceive  it  was  not  meant 
to  convey  any  personal  reflection,  as  applied 
to  particular  gentlemen,  at  that  time,  hut 

only  as  the  result  of  those  obser\-ations  tliat 
thev  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making ;  that 
such  had  been  the  practice,  too  frequently,  of 
gentlemen  in  opposition. 

I  understand  you  then  to  say,  that  it  was 
not  meant  as  a  reflection  upon  any  particular  j 

who  »rc  a  member  of  their  ̂ ociety,  was  a 
member  of  the  othtr  society,  and  still  roiiti- 
nuc  to  be  so  ?— They  coiiJd  not  but  know  it,  be- 

cause I  had  signed  that  letter  as  chairman  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infurmation. 

Do  you  know  who  wrote  the  answer  to  the 
letter  which  is  bigncd  by  lord  Juhn  Russel  ? — 
No,  I  do  not. 

Are  there  any  other  members  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society  who  were  at  th.it  time  in  the 

same  predicament  with  yourself,  members  of 
both  societies  ? — I  caunut  call  to  mind  any 
in  particular  just  at  this  moment. 
Was  Doctor  Towers  one  ? — Yes,  he  was 

one. 
Is  not  Doctor  Towers  now  a  member  of 

the  Constitutional  Society? — Not  having  at- 
tended  of  late  I  cannot  answer  that. 
Upon  the  whole  am  I  to  understand  tliat 

man,  or  number  of  men,  but  in  consequence!  until  this  which  brings  us  into  this  place — 
of  Uie  observations  and  reflexions  of  the  so-  \  the  apprehension  of  the  prisoner, — you  nei- 
ciety  upon  that  subject  ?— Just  so.  :  ther  saw  nor  heard  any  thing  in  this  society 

Was  that  letter  then,  by  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  sent  to  the  Friends 
of  the  People  meant  to  convey  a  dctcrmina- 

which  led  you  to  believe  that  any  design 
against  the  constitution  was  in  agitation  ? — 
So  for  from  a  design  against  the  constitution. 
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for  High  Treasofi, 

Hhm  fcry  uojcct  of  the  society  was,  to  support 
the  cooautution,  and  lo  restore  it  ta  its  true 

c?cr  bear — 1  do  not  Kpe&k  of  a 
fc  jsaiioti— but  did  yoii  ever    hear 
91  :  towards  force  ot  arms  or  vio- 

Ic 
Hiive  yuu  any  reason  to  believe,  from  any 

ih<Qg  you  ever  heard^  saw^or  knew,  that  there 
«M  aOjT  »ucb  matter  m  agitation? — 1  have 
net* 

Major  Cnritmghi. ̂ ^x^mmcd  by  Mr.  Twke. 

Do  you  recollect  who  had  the  title  of  fa- 
ihtT  and  founder  of  the  Constitutional  So- 

del)*?-    ''  '      did   me  the  honour  to 
caUmt  ,  though  other  genlle- 
SMOu^.v  oi.tiM.ji.T  i^uncemed  in  its  institu- 
lam  with  myself. 
Were  v*iii  :i..|uainted  with  me  at  the  time 
cf  11   of  that    society? — I  am 
pr-    ,  f  ;   I   think  our  acquaiotancc 
COniBMit^vd  aitcrwards. 

[        Bp  3rwi  recollect  that  I  was  at  any  time, 

^■|^  yrofoafied    myself    to    be,   a     fi-iend    or 
HppNnifcr  of  the  scheme  of  universal  sufirage  ? 
r    — Certainly  not. 
1  Do  you  recollect  that  I  ever  disputed  with 

^^pti  that  which  you  thought  an  axiom,  and 
PBle  grnund  of  all  your  reasons,  ft^r  universal 
f    toffngcf  — I  tlo. 

From  what  author  was  ymtr  proposition 
which  you  grounded  your  plan? 
>r  which  Mr.  Tooke  rclerred  to, 

ug  I   then  huill  upon,  was  Locke; 
ctl  his  observing  that   when  I 
mine  the  position  of  Locke  upon 
t— I  think  he  called  it  his  dogma, 
misilaken — that  it  would  not  hear 

me  uul  to  the  conductions  that  I  drew  from  it. 
Wm  1  presumptuous  enough  to  think  that 

Locke  himself,  in  his  principle,  was  not  safe  ? 
-- Front  the  tenor  of  Mr.  Tooke*s  conversa- 

tion, li'  I  to  me  lo  conceive  that  Mr. 
Locke  ken,  ami  that  I  was  mistaken 

1    dbO'     '  *^-j  I  "i  go  so  far  into  the  discussion 
^■MT  the  buhjecl  with  Mr.  Tooke  as  I  wished  to 
^^4o-  hiK    T  \v:4vf:d  it  that  time,  as  1  did  not 
('  icntly  prepared  lo  discuss  so 
1              ,            »  with  sooble  a  man  as  Mr. 
Tookc  ;  therrtore  I  wished   to  take   farther 
time  for  cousidcration  before  I  renewed  the 

coovrrfatiou  with  him,  which  I  meant  lo  do, 
Wt  it  %o  happened  that  I  never  did. 

Do  you  recollect  what  that  proposition  was 
— wta  it  lhis»  that  every  man  has  a  right  to 

riiiire  1      '  '  rnment  ? — Yes,  thai  was  the 

**'  ^proposition  denied  by  me? — 
1  I    blether  it  was  expressed  in 
*■   '  -r,but  the  substance  of 
tt  was  a^  v  .le, 

llyou  ihi  -  IS  any  danger  in  these 
htemt  u^  afiswcnn":  the  question  I  am  going 
V>  puT,  you  will  dtclinc  it — Do  you  recollect 

an    engraving    with    numberless 

^  iud  It,  lending  to  prove  these  pro- 
i 

posiOons,  of  universal  suffrage,  and  the  T\^h% 
of  every  man  to  a  share  m  the  government? — Perfectly. 

Do  you  rccoUcct  whether,  disputing  the 
principle,  I  did  or  did  not  subscribe,  and  wh 
lothat  engraving? — ^ There  was  some  conv 
satioD  pa:<,6cd  upon  the  bubject;  but  my  re^] 
collection  is  so  taint  that  I  cannot  pretend  tm 
give  an  answer  to  say  what. 

From  any  conversation  between  you 
myself,  can  you,  or  can  you  not,  draw  an 
conclusions  of  my  opinions  of  Mr,  Paine  ani 
hia  writings  ? — 1  drew  conclusions,  in  my  ow 
mind,  from  conversations  that  Mr  Tookc  am 

I  had  u|H>n  Mr.  Painc's  writing*. What  were  those  conclusions  ?— That  M 
Tooke  by  no  means  approved  of  a  great  pa 

of  Mr.  Pftine's  writings  ;  but  that  he  thou 
other  parts  of  his  writings  would  he  very 
neficial,  not  only  to  this  nation,  but  to  oth< 

Did  you  then  think  that  I  approved  of  Ml 

Locke's  writmg**?— Only  in  part. 
Can  you  recollect  at  any  lime,  my  having 

spoken  generally  in  praise  of  Mr.  Locke  f->I 
do  not  remember. 

Did  you  ever  hear  mc  praise  a  pure  dGmo- 
cracy  ?— Quite  the  contrary. 

Have  you  ever  heard  me  contest  it  wil 
those  who  did  ?— Frequently. 

Major  Carticrighl. — Crnss*examined  by  Mr* 
Attornejf-GenrriU. 

As  far  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  Coi 
slitulional   Society,  tlie  last   time  you  wcl 
present,  in  that  society,  was  the  25th  of  May^ 
1792  ? — It  must  have  been  some  where  about 
that  time. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Tookc  <mce  the  25th 
of  May  1792  ?— I  IhJuk  it  is  highly  urobabl* 
that  )  attended  at  the  society,  till  about  the 
lime  that  I  left  town,  since  which  I  have  not 
seen  Mr.  Tooke,  till  I  saw  him  in  this  court. 

Of  course  you  can  know  nothing  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Constitutional  Society  smcc 

May,  1793,  except  as  you  may  have  seen 
them  in  print,  or  otherwise — You  have  not 
been  present  at  any  that  passed  ? — Certainly not. 

Vou  were  no  party  lo  the  addresses  to 
France?— I  was  a  parly  to  one  address;  I 
cannot  recollect  the  date ;  but  I  was  present 
at  that  society,  lo  the  best  of  my  remem- 

brance, when  a  Jellcr,  or  an  address,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kmd,  was  sent  to  the  society 

called  the  Friends  of  the  Constitution,  or 
Friends  of  Freedom,  at  Paris,  known  by  the 
name  of  Jacobins. 

That  roust  have  been  before  tlie  ̂ 5th  of 

May,  1792,  as  that  was  the  last  day  that  juu 
were  in  the  society  ?— To  be  sure. 
With  respect  to  any  future  addresses  to 

France,  you  were  no  parly  lo  them  ? — Ccr* 
tainly  not. 

You  were  no  party  to  any  correspondence 

with  Norwich,  or  any  other  place,'  about  a I  convention  to  be  hchJ,  either  m  Scotland  or 

England  ?— While  1  atteudcd  the  societ^i  L 
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do  not  remember  that  the  subject  of  a  conven- 
tion was  agitated. 

You  were,  of  course,  not  a  member  of  the 
society  at  a  time  when  a  letter  was  written 
to  the  editor  of  the  Patriot,  at  Sheffield,  iu 
which  it  is  staled  that  the  vipers,  Monarchy 
and  Aristocracy,  are  writhing  under  the  grasp 
of  infant  Freedom,  and,  in  which  the  society 
says,  may  peace,  happiness,  and  success  at* 
tend  its  efforts?— I  do  not  remember  any 
correspondence  of  that  kind,  when  I  attended 
the  society. 
Do  you  remember  any  conversation  pre- 

vious to  the  35th  of  May,  1799,  (what  passed 
afterwards  you  do  not  know),  in  which  Mo- 

narchy and  Aristocracy  were  s|>oken  of  by 
any  body  as  vipers  writhins  under  the  grasp 
of  infant  Freedom? — ^I  do  not  remember 
such  conversation. 

If  any  member  of  your  society  had  said  in 
a  letter  to  a  country  society,  that  the  vipers 
Monarchy  and  Aristocracy,  were  writhing 
under  the  grasp  of  infant  Freedom,  and  ex- 

pressed his  hopes  that  success  should  attend 
those  efforts,  you  would  have  been  vastly  sur- 

prised, should  not  you? — It  would  have  de- 
pended upon  the  particular  circumstances  to 

which  the  letter  applied. 
Do  yiju  mean  to  say,  that  if  there  had  been 

a  proposition  to  write  a  letter  containing 
those  expressions,  that  it  would  not  have  sur- 

prised you  if  such  a  letter  had  been  written? 
— If  it  had  applied  to  any  government  where 
Monarchy  and  Aristocracy  had  been  vipers 
to  Freedom,  I  should  have  thought  it  well 

applied.   . 
Then,  I  ask  you,  if  it  had  been  applied  to 

the  English  monarchy,  by  any  member  of 
your  society,  after  May,  17Q2,  should  not 
you  have  been  surprised  ?— That  is  a  general 
question,  to  which  it  is  very  diiiicult  to  give 
a  clear  and  satisfactory  answer;  because  I 
conceive  that  the  meaning  and  the  force  of 
expressions  depend  upon  the  context  of  the 
compositions  in  which  \.\^ty  are  introduced. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  in  that,  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it  that  it  does— You  have  stated 
M'hat,  indeed,  all  the  world  knew,  that  you 
were  the  father,  at  least  you  are  complimented 
with  the  title  of  the  father,  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information— You  have  like- 

wise stated,  if  I  understand  you,  that  you 
were,  and  still  are,  a  member  of  the  society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ?-  Yes. 

You  have  also  said  that  the  letter  which  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information  sent  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  was  a  solemn  admoni- 

tion to  them  for  the  purposes  you  have  men- 
tioned?—Yes. 

I  take  for  granted  that  you  could  not  pos- 
siblv  doubt  but  that  that  letter  would  be  very 
well  understood  to  be  such  by  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed — Have  you  seen  the  letter  ? — 
I  iiave,  sir.  In  so  large  a  society,  as  that  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  I  thought  that  it 
was  very  likely  that  there  might  be  different 
oj)iniona  formed ;  because^  in  large  societies. 

that  which  may  appear  to  one-man  to  be  good 
and  wholesome  advice,  may,  to  otberr,  ap- 

pear offensive,  because  every  man  has  not 
sense  to  take  advice. 

You  are  a  member,  you  say,  of  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People  r — Yes. 

You  may  recollect  my  lord  John  Russell'* 
writing  an  answer  to  that  letter? — I  do. 

You  may  recollect  also  that,  at  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  loid 
John  Russeirs  answer  was  approved  by  the 

Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  I* — I  ttiink I  do  remember  it. 
Possibly  you  may  recollect  then  that  the 

general  body  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  of 
whom  you  were  one,  stated  to  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  that  they  would 
have  no  further  correspondence  with  the  So- 

ciety for  Constitutional  Information,  because 
they  looked  upon  the  resolutions  and  proceed- 

ings in  that  letter  of  the  society,  as  immical  to 
the  principles  upon  which  they  proposed  to  in- 

form and  enlighten  the  people  ? 

Major  Cartwright. — There  is  so  much  con- 
tained in  the  question,  that  I  have  not  a  clear recollection  of  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.—Y ou  may  recollect 
then  that  the  general  body  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People  declined  having  any  more  inter- 

course with  the  Constitutional  Society — do  you 
recollect  that  ?— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  reason  of  it  to  be  this, 

that  the  Friends  of  'the  People  looked  upon the  resolutions  and  proceedings  in  that  letter 
as  inimical  to  the  principles  upon  which  they 
proposed  to«inform  and  to  enlighten  the  peo- 

ple ? — I  cannot  recollect  the  words,  but  1  re- 
member when  it  was  agitated  in  the  Society 

of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  whether  this 
letter  should  be  sent  (I  think  it  was  upou  that 
question)  that  there  was  so  much  division  of 
opinion  in  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People  that  the  question  was  carried  by  only 
one  single  vote,  as  I  recollect. 

The  question  about  this  letter  was  carried 

only  by  one  single  casting  vote :' — I  am  not 
sure  what  was  the  precise  question  relative  to 
that  letter;  I  think  it  was  whether  such  an 
answer  should,  or  should  not,  be  sent 

You  likewise,  perhaps,  may  recollect  that 
in  that  letter  lord  John  lUissell  says — "  Wc 
profess  not  to  entertain  a  wish  that  the  great 
plan  of  public  benefit  which  Mr.  Paine  has  so 
powerfully  recommended,  will  speedily  be 
carried  into  effect."  ? — I  remember  words  to 
that  effect. 

Possibly  you  may  also  recollect  that  that 
expression  is  taken  from  a  resolution  of  your 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  ap- 

proving a  resolution  sent  from  Manchester, 
in  which  arc  the  very  same  words — *'  that  the 
other  great  plans  of  public  benefit  which  Mr. 
Paine  has  so  powerfully  recommended,  will 

he  speedily  carried  into  effect."  ? — Very  pos- 
sibly. Sir. 

Signed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,*  of  Maii- 

*  See  his  Trial  ant^,  Vol.  ft^,  p.  1055. 



f^f  do  not  recoIJcct  tlic  circumstauce, 
II  it  \%  pouiblc. 
Do  1  undersUtid  you  right,  that  after  the 
icly  of  liie  Friemls  ot  tfie  iVopIc  had,  by 
CMliiig  vote,  or  olJicrwise,  iietlared  thai 

did  nol  profess  to  entertain  a  wish  that 

Ir.  Pame^s  plans  ot  benefit  should  be  car- 
iiito  L'fi'rct,  and  had  decUred  that  they idd  hold  no  correspondence  with  the  So- 

ny for  Conslitulioiiiil  Intormalion,  thai 
remained  a  member  of  both  ? — I  didy  and 

»tili. 

Then  you  remained  a  member  of  one  society 
bad  thanked  Mr.  Walker,  of  Manches- 

a  letter  professing  that  Mr.  Piiine'i  plans lie  licncfit  were  to  be  carried  nilo  exc- 
ion,  and  remained  a  member  of  another 
riety  which  had  expressly  told  vou  in  yoLir 

fctitutional  Society,  that  they  did  not  pro- 
to  entertain  such  a  wishP^I  remained  & 

iDeoiber  of  both  these  societies. 

Tbe  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  people 
banng  by  a  majority  given  this  answer  to  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Infurmation.did  you 
ever  explain  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 

the  People  in  what  respects  they  were  mis- 
taken about  ll^e  letter  of  the  Society  for  Con- 

flillgtiootU  Intbrmutionf  or  did  you  admit  that 
the  letter  of  the  Society  forConstiiuliuual  In- 
fonnatton,  was  rightly  intt^rprcled  by  the 
Friends  of  the  People? — There  was  no  expla- 
aetioo  given  on  the  part  of  the  Society  for 
CMistitutional  Information,  but  there  was 

some  explanation  given  by  rny.sc1f«  and  pos- 
sibly, as  well  as  I  recollect,  by  another  or 

two  of  ihe  members  of  the  tjociety  for  Con- 
stitutional lufonnatiun,  to  some  ot  the  mem- 

bers of  the  society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People 

As  you  were  a  member  of  both  societies,  I 

presume  you  infornjcd  the  Society  forConsti- 
luuona!  hdormation  what  had  passed  among 
I  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  about 
t  .  lice  of  opmioo  between  them  ? — 
\V  t  UjaI  convers'^tion  upon  it. 

You  never  set  the  Friends  of  the  People 
right  by  informing  them  that  you  did  not  mean 

to  introduce  those  delusive  plans— you  did  not 
•end  another  letter  to  explain  yourself?^!  did 
not  apprehend  ttiat  it  was  at  all  necessary. 

r».,i  , .  .,  pver  see  a  letter  of  the«6thof  May 
r  Mr.  Ashton,  of  Shcthcld.  to  the 
S  :  Constitutional  Information,  upon 
t  of  this   difference  between  Ibew 
Xr  5?—!  do  not  remember  it. 

lilt  j<  J  ever  see  a  letter  with  any  gentle- 
irj  1  .  iMnd-wrilmg  interspersed  in  it?— It 
t;iM  I  I  ̂ sibly  have  happened :  but  1  do  not 

rt^"..il.:.-!  It. 

I  I  s  far  as  appears  by  the  book, 
lb  if  resent  at  tne  Society  for  Con- 

itiiLj'  ■ 'ir n    -^rj  in  the  chair,  upon 
i;  r   ,  —I  do  Lot  recollect 
^Miisf         will  show  it. 

'i\ai  uj.i\  [■'>'-  Ii:ct  that  when 'you 
v.»'L  ;  r.rni,  tlx  fwclvc  persoDSjas- 
fv  i  it   I  iiiombcts  from  bhcffioJd,  John  Paul, 

A,  D.  I'm, 
Joseph  Galp,    and  others?— I  think  I 
*onu'  recolN:*  lion  oJ  some  associated  members 
being  introduced,  but  1  do  uol  rccoiltctany  of 
their  names. 

Nor  did  you  know  any  of  their  persons  ia 
all  human  probability? — Nol  thai  I  remcmbei 

But  you  agreed  to  associi^tc  twelve  pcrsoi 
of  whom  you  knew  nothing?^!  suppose  t1 
was  so  agrceil  in  the  society,  ttie  societj 
were  not  at  all  afraid  of  strxingers 
among  them. 

That  1  know;— having  agreed  to  associati 
lhe*e  twelve  persons  with  your  society,  did 

you  happen  to  see  the  letter  from  .'Sheffield 
to  the  s«:icty,  about  associating  those  twelve 
pcr&otts  with  the  society  ? — Indeed  I  do  not recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  seeing  any  letter  froi 
Sheffield  about  associating  those  memberi 
with  the  hand- writing  of  otlier  persons  ia«J 
strled  in  it/— I  do  not  recollect  particularly— 
if  the  letter  was  shown  me,  I  might  possiblj 
recollect  it,  but  I  do  not  at  present. 

You  may  iH.ssibly  recollect  that  there  wei 

several  rewjhiiiuns*  purporting  to  come  froi the  London  Corresponaing  Society,  and  pur«J 

porting  to  be  signed  "  1  homas  Hardy,  seen 
tary/*  upon  that  same  day,  the  iiOth  of  Marcl 
J?9«!. —  You  have  told  us  what  Mr,  Tooke  ha 

Said  about  the  rights  of  individuals—**  Re»j 
solved,  that  every  individual  has  a  ri^ht  to^ 
share  in  the  government  of  that  society  of* 
whichlieisameinber,unlessincapacitated"— •! 
'*  Hesolvcd,  that  nothing  but  nonage,  or  pri- 

vation of  reason,  or  an  offence  against  tli«i] 
general   rules    of    society   can    uicapacitat©.] 
him  "—and  several  others — Do  you  remember ' 
these  resolutions  ? — Seeing  so  many  of  laesa , 

sort  of  papers,  I  cannot  recollect  particularly^ when  such  papers  came  to  my  knowledge, 
where  1  saw  them  or  met  with  them. 

Do  you  remember  seeing  a  paper  in  tli^l 
society,  containing  those  resolutions,  witb, 

the  signature  of  "  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretory,*'] 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke? — I  do  not* 
recollect  it,  indterl. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  that  there  was  a7^ 
set  of  these  resolutions  in  the  possession  oi] 

the  secretary,  with  Ihc  isignalure,  '*  Thomao 
Hardy,  Setretar)',"  in  ilie  hand  writing  of  i 
Mr.  tookc  ?— I  do  not  know  it,  and  1  do  noC^j 
think  I  ever  did  know  it. 

Did  you,  or  did  you  not  know,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  had  been  consulted  about  the  constitii' 
tion  of  the  I/)ndon  Corresponding  Society  ?— 
I  did  not  know  it. 

It  appears  also  by  this  book,  that  you  were 

present  upon  the  20th  of  April  D9<i.  Do 
you  recollect  a  declaration  coming  from  tha^ 
Three  Tuns  Tavern,  Soulhwark,  from  person* 
calling  ihtmselves  the  Friends  of  the  People? 
—  i  think  1  do. 

Do  you  recollect  that  that  declaration  is 
introduced  by  wotds  which  form  the  dt  LLiri- 
tion  of  lights  ujmju  which  the  Frei 
tution  of  U9 1  was  tomiedi'— It  b  e '  _  / 

possible, Z 
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Db  ydu  rtcolket  a  retoliitioD,  **  That  the 
Metcise  of  the  right  of  active  ecfualcitizeoship, 
in  appointing  an  adeciiiatc  representative  go- 

vernment, IS  the  wisest  device  of  human 
Sticy,  and  the  only  security  of  national  firee- 

di"? — ^I  think  there  «ra»  a  proposition  of 
that  kind. 

Then  here  is  an  entry,  **  That  the  thanks  of 
the  Constitutional  Society  shall  be  given  to 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  at 
the  Three  Tuns  Tavern,  Southwark,"*  who had  come  to  this  resolution.  Were  the  thanks 

of  the  society  g^ven  them  ? — If  it  ap^iiears  upon 
their  book  I  presaroe  it  must  have  been  so; 
I  really  cannot  tecollect 

It  appears  also  that  you  were  present,  upon 
the  87th  of  April,  1793;  do  you  recollect 
that,  upon  the  4th  of  Mav,  1799^  there  were 
ttrchre  people  aseociated  from  Norwich? — 
That  appeared  at  the  Society  for  Constitu- 

tional Infermation. 

No ;  th^  did  not  appear  there  P— I  do  not 
recollect ;  I  have  never  looked  at  any  of  the 
resoluttoRB  since  that  time,  and  I  cannot  carry 
them  in  my  head. 

You  know  the  book  ?  You  have  seen  it  I 

^kve  say  i — ^I  have  seen  the  book,  but  I  should jiot  know  it  agam,  becanse  I  scarcely  ever 
looiked  into  it. 

Did^  ever  see  any  of  the  letters  from  Nor- 
wich, in  conspquehce  of  which  these  twelve 

^emikmmf  as  they  are  catted,  were  assodaied 
with  the  CcmstiUitional  Society? — ^I  cannot 
answer;  I  misht  have  seen  them^  if  they 
were  producee  when  I  was  presott,  but  I 
readly  do  not  recollect— I  have  seen  and  heard 
80  many  papers,  and  so  much  upon  the  sub- 

ject, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect 
them. 

Mr.  Paine  was  a  member  of  your  society? 
— I  thin4  he  was  an  associated  member; 
what  is  called  an  honorary  member. 

He  attended  pretty  much  at  your  meetings, 
I  believe,  m  the  beginning  of  the  jrear  1798  ?— 
He  did  attend  tl>en. 
Now  as  you  were  of  both  these  societies — 

if  the  Friends  of  the  People^  and  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  had  set  out 
together  upon  the  Hounalew  road,  did  yon 
mean  to  gfet  out  of  the  coach  at  Hounslow, 
or  how  much  &rifaer  did  you  intend  to  ̂   ? — 
I  meant  to  go  till  I  obtained  a  reform  m  the 
Heuae  of  Coomons. 

And  in  an^  company  that  chose  to  go 
with  you.  Did  vou  mean  to  tnivel  as  far  as 
Mr.  Paine  would  travel,  or  as  far  as  the 
Friends  of  the  People  would  travel?— I  did 
net  niean  to  govern  my  proceedings  by  any 
sotiety,  orany  man  whatever;  ny  wish  was 
%•  obtain  a  relorm  in  the  lioose  of  Commons, 
and  I  was  very  ghwl  of  the  assistance  of  any 
man  towards  obtaining  that  ol^t. 

Whether  he  meant  the  same  thing  as  you, 
,  -nr  not,  I  observe  you  were  present  when  Mr. 
Paaae's  works  were  recommended ;  had  yon 
any  thing  to  do  with  aupportiog  him  in  tim 
Iirosecution  against  him  P— Not  that  I  recol- 
ect;  IdoDotrcwember. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  what  paft  of  fait 
books  were  prosecuted  ?  Do  you  not  know, 
that  the  part  of  his  works  prosecuted  were  his 
doctrines  about  the  monarchy  of  this  oomiliy  P 
—I  apprehend  they  were. 

You  were  not  present  in  the  society  wbtM 
Mr.  Paine  offered  them  a  thousand  poMnoulBy 
as  the  profits  cif  bis  work  P— I  have  some  re* 
Gollectwn  of  a  letter  to  th^  effect  firona  Mr. 
Paine,  but  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  was  ]p»e* 
sent  when  it  was  produced,  or  not;  I  thiak 
the  letter  intimated,  that  the  profits  of  his 
work  amounted  to  a  thonsandfpoundiy^  and 
that  he  made  an  ofier  of  it  to  the  tooety, 
which  ofiier,  I  believe,  never  was  aeoepted^ 
for  I  never  heard  that  it 

Do  yon  know  Mr.  Gerrald  ?— No. 
You  know  nothing  of  Mr.  GemddP'^^No, 

I  am  not  sure  that  I  ever  saw  him< 
Heaeems  to  have  been  present  upeA  the 

18th  of  May,  when  you  were  in  the  chair  ? 
—Very  likely;  I  have  attended  the  meetr 
ing  when  the  room  has  been  tolembly  fuU^ 
and  I  have  not  known  three  &oes  in  it. 

Do  not  you  recollect  being  in  tbe  chmr 
when  Mr.  Paine  sent  his  letter  of  the  I8th 

of  May,  1798,  about  the  preserution?— I 
do  not  recollect  that  dicanistante,  bal  I 

might. 
if  it  appears  by  the  books  that  the  mai 

determined  to  support  tbe  defence  of  the  ̂ 

secution  of  Mr.  Paine,  when  you  was  in 'the chair,  have  you  any  dioubt  th«t  the  meetiils 
determined  to  sop|>ort  Mr.  Paine  ? — I  shoara 
take  it  for  granted  it  was  so.  * 

And  Uiis  was  to  support  him  agannst  a  pro- 
secution for  those  parts  of  tbe  works  which 

related  to  the  monarchy  of  this  country  P— 
I  rather  think  at  that  time  it  was  not  knowa 
what  were  the  parts  of  his  book  prosecuted. 

You  think  it  was  not  known  then  what 

were  the  parts  of  his  book  prosecuted  P— I think  so. 

But  it  nmst  be  known  before  the  prosecu- 
tion could  come  on  ? — ^To  be  sure. 

However,  if  at  first  they  did  not  mean  to 
support  him  in  that  part,  at  last  they  mvst 
hawe  meant  to  support  him  in  that  part — ^Yoa 
have  said,  that  it  any  body  had  meant  tb  at> 
tack  the  monarchy  of  this  countar,  you  vramM 
have  continued  in  tbe  society,  if  it  iiad  been 
only  to  get  them  out  of  it— how  came  you  tt> 
continue  in  the  society  a  member  with  Paine^ 
after  he  had  published  such  books  as  j6a 
know  ha  had  published  P— I  did  not  consKler 
Mr.  Paine'a  writings  as  in  tbe  nature  tif  a ■  I  I      I  ■  M  I  ■   -  ■■      I      !■  »■  ■    I     I.    — ^.M.^— » 

*  In  Blanchard's  report  of  this  trial,  the 
preceding   question  and  answer  are   g^ven 
thus: 

Mr.  Abtomtg  Gea^ra/.— If  it  appears  hjr 
the  books,  that  the  meeting  deternuned  to 
aufifwrt  Paine  ia  the  prosecution,  whett  yd* 
was  in  the  Chair,  have  yonany  doobtyoii  was 
in  the  Chair  at  the  time  ? 

Mqor  Carttnrif^^l  sfaoUld  taka  it  ftr 
grailtadlwaisa. 



icy  lo  oTcrtuni  th€  government,  but  is 
(JOS  upon  the  sul^ect  of  guvernmenl. 

upM)  tbal  ground,  that  Painc's  w&r !i3 
diacittftioos  ypoo  the  subject  of  goverr>- 

»ot,  you  mein'tng  not  to  permit  any  body ooniioup  in  lh«  society,  if  you  could  help 
vho  were  notattached  to  the  monarchy  of 

CDUOtry,  yaa  no  tur  it  handing  had  no  ob- 
~oo  to  associate  with  Mi.  Paine  in  the  so- 
f^  «kto  reasoned  upon  it  in  the  manner  we 
I  bwd;  but  if  there  had  been  any  thing 
ft  con»piracy,  you  would  have  staid  in  it 

ke«t>  him  out  of  the  society  ?— If  I  had 
red  thai  there  was  any  man  in  tlut  so- 

ioe  the  part  of  a    conspiriiLor^    Lo 
irn    the    government,    1  should    have 
^ht  it  my  outy,  not  only  to  have  oppojecl 
but  lo  have  removed  him,  if  po^sihle; 
if  his  critjics  were  of  such  a  ruturr,  lo 

innde  it  possible  lo  have  bruiight  him 
justice.  I  certainly  should  have  thought  it 
duty. 
Tou  were  oef «r  (>rescnt  at  the  Society  fos 

€#ciftftutional  Infortoatioo,  in  company  with 
lerrald  and  Sinclair^   after  they  nad  come 
>m  Scotland? — I  presume  I  could  not. 
Did  you  ever   happen  to  see   them  any 

re  else?— I  saw  Mr.  Sinclair*  Idouolre- 
ib«r  seeing  Mr.  Gerrald  at  all. 

Did  Mr.  Sinclair  ̂ taie  the  proceedings  that 
4  been  had  in  the  convention  in  Scotland } 
I  have  never  seen  Mr.  Sinclair,  to  my  re- 
»Ucelioci,  since  Spring  179^. 
Did  he  inform  you  of  what  had  passed  in 

Convention  in    Scotland  ? — Never  ;     I 
Mr.  Gerrald,  Co  my  knowledge,  in 

lUe,  but  Sinclair  I  have  never  seen  since 
Spring  of  179i. 

Then  1  understand  you  finally  to  say,  that 
y,*. .,  ....r  ir,(.^u  gi  any  of  li^^  meetings  of 
si  e  May,  17»a,  and  know  no- 

lL-j:  proceedings? — I  have  not  been 
li0  meeting  of  the  society  since  about 
II  WDe ;  I  do  cot  know  the  purticular  date. 

CortwrlgU  re-esarained  by  Mr.  Ttw^e. 

I  think  you  answered,  thai  you  believed 
did  not  know  me  before  you  saw  me  in 

Society  for  Constitutional  Information?^ 
lO,  Sir. 
I  uodersUKid  you  to  say,  that  you  supposed 

had  not  known  me  before  that  time  \-^ 
fhal  1  meant  to  say  was,  that  I  thought  my 

S"    '    s  of  you  was  after  the  society  was ut  it  vms  t>cfore  1  met  you  in  the 
irty;    because,  I  rather  incline  lo  think, 
)X  you  was  introtluced  upon  my  nomina- 
»n,  and  that  I  had  rcquesteil  you  to  become 
member  of  the  iiociety — I  think  thai  was 
jc  cascj  but  I  am  not  certain. 
You  have  exprcs&ed  so  much  respect  for 

and  confidence  in  me,  that  I  need  not 

|Ou  now  that  question,  but  whether,  be- 
jrott  had  respect  for  me,  and  coiiiidence 

ae,  you  had  not  heard  that  I  had  been 
:tBd  of  a  tibel  7  *— Yes  1  had. 

^  See  in  this  CoiJection  Vol.  30,  p.  651. 

A.  D.  vm^ 

vat 

I  desire  to  know  wliether  you  have  reail 
the  proceeding  in  Scotland,  kisainsl  Mt.  Oer-^ 
raid,  and  others  ̂ — I  have  only  read  tiie  trial 

ofMr,Muir.» 
Should  you  have  thought  yourself  disho- 

noured, if,  knovk'ing  no  other  harm  of  iUr. 
Muir,  whose  triul  you  have  read,  you  shouk), 
uutwitlisunding  that  conviction  and  rthsmft 
ful  punishmentf  aflerwafds  liave  asaodalc^ 
with  him  ? 

Mr.  Aiiormfy  Gfn^rsL  —  The  questMHa 
must  not  be  put  in  that  way. 
Mr.  Tooke. — It  i^  directly  to  your  ovn 

question. Mr.  Jttornenf  GenfruL-^l  must  not  sit 
here^  an  odkcr  of  public  justice  in  this  eoim- 
try,  to  hear  a  Question  put  in  that  way—* 
**  shameful  punishment!"— 

Ivurd  Chief  Justice  Eyrr. — I  really  con* 
ceived  the  word  t^nmeful,  there,  meant  ig* 
nominioas,  and  disgracing  the  person. 

Mr.  Tuoke — Ccrlamlv  no  other  way— ̂ nof 
at  all  rcdecling  upon  ihiue  who  passed  th# 

punishment 
Mr.  AUorney  General. —Then  I  am  Boiry 

for  the  internipuoQ.  I  understood  it  in  a 

dift'erent  sen^,  and,  in  the  ̂ ense  in  which  1 
umicfiitood  It,  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  taka 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  /boA*.— Major  Cartwrighl,  I  inquired 
of  you,  and  1  took  a  particular  instance,  ra-» 
ther  thau  a  general  one,  whether  you,  baviiic 
a  respect  for  me,  and  confidence  in  me,thougS 
you  knew  thai  I  bad  undergone  an  ignomi* 

nious  sentence,  and  having  read  Mr.  Mutr*f 
trial,  whether,  if  you  had  in  other  resuectt 
thought  him  pnhsessed  of  valuable  qualitiei 
you  bhould  have  refrained  from  asM>ciating 
with  him,  after  that  ignominious  sentence  hao 
been  pronto  need  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  fj/re.^ll  t»  materia), 
at  far  as  regards  yourself,  but  when  you  go 
beynnd  it,  to  the  can:  of  Mr.  Muir,  you  p^ 
out  of  the  case  which  js  now  in  judgment. 

Mr.  Tooke.^l  beg  your  lc»n!ship  to  per* 
cejve  the  motive  with  which  1  have  asked) 

this  question,  which  perhap-^  may  show  itii 
propriety.  The  attorney  geaertil  has  crosib) 
examined  major  Cartwrighl,  in  order  to  fix 

guilt  upon  me,  by  supposing  that  after  Paine's 
works  had  been  prosecuted,  I  had  continued 
to  u&soci-ite  with  him.  He  ha>^  attempted  t» 
hx  guilt  ̂ n  me,  by  supposing  me  to  h^ive  as- 

sist^ Mr.  Paine'9  supposed  poverty,  by  con- 
tributing to  his  defence.  It  is  for  that  reason^ 

I  and  in  answer  to  that  crois-examination,  that 
I  I  have  asked  major  Carlwrigbt  this  question, 
as  not  only  relative  lo  myself,  but  to  Mr. 
Muir,  or  any  other  person  who  had  bten  con- 

victed (which  Mr,  Paine  had  not  been)  of  a 
hbei,  which  would  have  induced  upon  him 
the  same  sort  of  punishment  I  a&ked  the 
question,  in  order  to  show,  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind  reason  in  the  same  way — that  no 
guilt  attaches  to  a  person,  nor  any  dif grace, 

t  See  bis  case,  anlj,  Vol.  tZ^  y,\\%. 
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for  having  associated  with  a  man  afler  he  was 
under  a  prosecution.  That  has  been  the  ob- 

ject, of  my  question. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — My  opinion  is, 

that  it  is  perfectly  correct  for  you  to  inquire 
with  regard  to  yourself,  and  also  perfectly  cor- 

rect to  ask  any  questions  that  have  an  imme- 
diate tendency  to  justify  your  associating  with 

Mr.  Paine,  but  what  this  gentleman  would 
do  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Muir  has  no  such  ten- 

dency, and  therefore  it  is  improper  to  be  in- 
troduced, because,  by  the  same  reason,  you 

might  speak  of  every  other  man,  who  has 
been  convicted  within  the  last  twenty  years. 

Mt.  Tooke. — I  meant  any  man. 
Mr.  £r»kine. — We  will  now  read  the  duke 

of  Richmond's  letter  to  colonel  Sharman. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — Ydu  must  call  the 

duke  of  Richmond  to  prove  it. 
Mr.  Erskine. — Certainly  I  am  not  bound 

to  do  that.  There  is  a  paper  which  was 
proved  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy,  and  has 
also  been  proved  on  this  trial,  to  which  I  wish 
to  point  the  attention  of  the  Court  —  the 
original  address  to  the  nation,  by  the  Ixindon 
Corresponding  Society,  ufion  its  first  institu- 

tion, holding  out  its  objects  to  the  world, 
which  objects,  the  Sheffiekl  Society  insist 
upon,  they  continued  in,  in  answer  to  the 
letter  sent  them  by  the  London  Oirrespond- 
ing  Society,  that  states  their  object  in  so  many 
words,  thus — '<  Laying  aside  all  pretensions 
to  originality,  we  claim  no  other  merit  than 
that  of  re-considering  and  verifying  what  has 
already  been  urged  m  our  common  cause,  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond ;" — and,  my  lord,  that 
is  not  all,  for  the  attorney- general,  within  five 
minutes  from  the  time  I  am  now  addressing 
your  lordshipf  has  laid  an  argumentative 
stress,  through  the  channel  of  the  cross-exa- 

mination  
Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  desire  the  ques- 

tion may  ))e  put  immediately  to  the  duke  of 
Richmond. 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^The  attorney-general  will 
see  that  I  do  not  want  the  duke  of  Richmond 
to  prove  what  I  hold  in  my  hand.  The  attor- 

ney-general, through  the  course  of  his  exa- 
mination, was  imputinj^  guilt  to  the  gentle- 

man whom  I  am  defending,  because  the  Con- 
stitutional Societv,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 

ber, received  twelve  associated  members  from 
the  Shcfheld  Society,  amongst  whom  Mr. 
Attorney  General  read,  within  five  minutes 
past,  the  name  of  Broomhead— that  Uroom- 
head  has  been  examined  as  a  witness  for  the 
Crown   — ^ 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  —  All  this  is  ob- 
servation. 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^No;  the  attorney-general 
opposes  my  reading  this  letter  to  colonel Sharman. 

Mr.  Attorney- General. — I  do  not  mean  to 
interrupt  Mr.  Erskine ;  but  I  do  humbly  bejg 
the  Court  will  be  to  eood  as  not  to  permit 
observations  upon  evidence. 

Mr.  Ertkine,-^l  am  not  making  observa- 

tions, but  I  am  arguine  my  rieht^  which  ̂  
understood  to  be  opposed,  to  read  this  letter. 

Mr.  Attomey-General. — My  learned  firiend 
understands  it  to  be  opposed,  when  I  say  it  is 
not  opposed. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  understood  you  to  say  that 
I  must  prove  it  by  the  duke  of  Richmond.  I 
am  ar^ine  that  I  am  not  obliged  to  do  that ; 

;  this  printed  paper  is  marked  b^  the  clerk  of 
'  arraigns,  as  the  plan  upon  which  the  witness 
:  said  they  went. 
I      Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  think  the  let- 

ter has  been  shown  to  some  of  the  witnesses, 
I  and  has  been  proved  to  be  a  paper  containing 
,  that  plan  upon  which  they  went,  and  therefore 
i  it  may  he  read. 
I      Mr.  GH>b$, — I  affirm  that  it  was ;  for  I  my- 
;  self  eave  it  to  the  witness,  and  then  gave  it  to 
'  Mr.  Shelton  tu  mark  it. 

Mr  Erskine. — [To  the  Clerk  of  Arraigns], 
—Is  that  your  signature  ? — It  is. 

Mr.  Attorney -General. — Without  more  in- 
terruption it  would  have  saved  time  if  Mr. 

Erskine  would  have  had  the  goodness  to  have 
said  to  us^this  letter  was  shown  to  Broom* 
head,  and  therefore  I  offer  it  as  evidence. 

[Letter  from  his  grace  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
to  lieutenant  colonel  Sharman^  dated, 
August  15th,  J  783,  read.] 

[Vide  Hardy's  Trial,  anti.  Vol.  94,  p.  104a] 
His  grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond — (Master- 

general  of  the  Ordnance) — sworn. — Exa- 
mined by  Mr.  Erskine. 

I  have  only  the  same  question  to  put  to 
!  your  grace  that  was  put  on  the  former  trial : 
I  your  grace  then  stated  that  there  had  been 
I  spurious  copies  of  the  letter  I  then  produced 
I  to  you.  This  copy  has  been  compared  with  a 
I  copy  then  produced  by  your  grace^Have 
;  you  that  copy  with  you? — 1  have. 

Your  grace  has  no  reason  to  think  there  is 
I  any  difrcrence  in  hearing  it  read?~I  have 
.  not. 

Mr.  £r«&itie~As  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to 
'  make  the  evidence  as  intelligible  as  possible, 
the  letter  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  to  colonel 
Sharman,  in  favour  of  annual  parliaments 
and  universal  suffrage,  having  been  now  read, 

I  propose  to  read  a  letter  to"  lord  Ashburton, written  and  published  by  Mr.  Tooke,  in  which 
,  — though  I   am  sure   every  man,  who  has 
j  heard  the  letter  just  read,  must  have  great 
;  respect  for  the  author  of  it— Mr.  Tooke  dif- 
'  fered  in  opinion  from  the  duke  of  Richmond  ; 
it  is  the  letter  from  which  extracts  were  read 
last  night,  in  the  course  of  my  address  to  the 
juiy.  Call  Mr.  John  Debrett. 

[Mr.  Debrett  did  not  immediately  appear.] 

Mr.  Attorney-General. — I  cannot  have  a 
doubt  that  any  paper  produced  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
or  Mr.  Erskine,  is  capable  of  proof;  but  what 
I  wish  to  know  is,  upon  what  principle  the 
works  of  a  gentleman,  in  a  former  part  of  his 
life;  are  evidence  in  such  a  cause  as  tliii. 



book  produced  hitherto, 
•nd'*   leltfr,   one  of  ihc 
an  a550ciaU'd  member  of 

Society   for   ConslJtulion.d    Infurinaiion, 
»t»l«d,  liial  thai  was  the  plan  (tjyun  vihich 
teted;    and  therefore    it   is  necessary 

wlrortncr  that  in  the  cause.     Mjr.  Paine's 
n  reail,  V»ecausc»  in  tlie  books 

li>.  inr  Conslitutional  Information, 
ujc  a  volt  number  of  entries  xshich  con- 

tbccn,  a^  wc  swhjnil,  with  tljie  pubhshing 
book  ;  but  I  do  not  find,  in  anything 

k  yet  passed^  any  atlusion  to  the  publi- 
ioonowsuted. 
]ttr.  Brgkiat.'-lt  is  his  declaration  in  writ- 

\r,  Ti»kt.^l  rather  beheve   the  Bench » 
even  the  attorney-general   himself  witl 
I  can  e;istiy  make  it  adiwissible  upon 

own  principle,  and  upon  his  own  practice. 
Ioo4«ness  of  that  evidence,  by  which  the 
of  Mr  Paine  was  introducftJ  a  day  or 

*go,   will  enable  me  (even  though  liie 
iisher  should  not  appear)  I  believe,  upon 

r ground,  to  introduce  this;  for  that 
uced  upon  the  suDpoaition  that  it 

the  same  as  was  eenerally  known  to  be 
ted  I  and  that  there  were  none  of  the 

kind  butofthiit  sort. 

Lor«l  Chief  Justice  Kyre. — ^Tbey  do  not  ob- 
upon  that  ground. 

Mr.  Tookt. — l/ponthe  other  OTOund,  which 
to  next,  I  think  it  will  be  still  easier 

me,  because  the  indictment  charge*  that 
irs  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations, 

ritings  were  published  ;  and  I  do  not 
how  many  more  under  the  word 

't ;"  It  is  so  loose  that  all  the  libraries 
£iirupe  might  have  been  brought  in  evi- 

agiiiiit'  me.  This  is  a  declaration,  a iphJet*  a  book,  it  is  an>  thing  that  you 

^5C,  contained  under  that  word  *♦  divers;" 
as  others  were  introduced,  that  were 

tlen  and  made  by  other  pefions,  because 

"fwere  mentbcrs  of  a  society  to  which  I 
orniigitl  not  belong,  or  were  connected 

ioinc  Siiciely  to  which  I  did  belong,  and 
ifore  were  to  operate  against  me ;  this  is 

declaration  of  my  own,  which,  surely,  is  as 
dotr  ii  declaration  of  my  mind,  as  those 

arc  of  the  mind  of  some  other  persons, 
wi-re  coonctted  wilJY  some  other  persons, 

ilb  whom  1  might  possibly  be  connected. 
Mr.  Attvrnttf-GentruL — ^I  shali  be  very 

iu  know  how  Mr,  Erskine  makes  it  evi- 

Krtkine, —  I  have  only  to  say«  thai  it 
to  ine  iJie  clearest  proposjition  in  the 

what  is  the  course  of  the  evidence  that 

ar  '  \o  your  lordshipj  pailof 
>lm  .c<f  ;  and  the  Court  can- 
V^"  'V'm  ihul  consistency 

art  Iroui,   shut  out 
,  ̂    -      -    -  ii  heard  what  it  has 

  k  heard. 

Wc'did  not  confine  our  examination  of 
jor  Carlirrtght  to  an  examination  of  that 

1791. 
gentleman  as  a  member  of  the  Constiiutionaf 
buciely,  but  as  a  man  who  knew  Mr.   Tooke 
in  private  life— who  was  acquainted  with  his 
principles,  and    his  opinions  UDcn  political 
subjects.     If  an  overt-act  of  rebellion  were 
proved  upon  Mr.  Tooke,  I  should  still  think 
such  evidence  admissible  ;  but  I  should  think 
it  very  weak  indeed  ;  as  I  aeree  with  the  so* 

licilor-gcneral,  tlmt  in  lortf  I^ovat's  case  it amounted  to  no  evidence  at  all,  where  a  mi 
is  taken  in  ftugranir  delictOy  where  a  man  i^] 
taken   in  open    rebellion,   to  offer  evident 
of  bis  loyal  principles ;  but  when  you  wai 
to  argue  a  man  into  an  intention  to  rebel, 
when  you  wish  to  argue  a  man  by  his  owi 

writings,  and  an  approbation  of  the  writingf^ 
of  others,  into  an  intention   to  subvert  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  ;  when,  by  con- 
stmction  and  inference,  (very   vaeuc  infer- 

ence I  think) you  are  to  argue  Mr.  1  ooke  into 
the  guilt  of  meaning,  not  a  reform  of  rcpre-i 
sentation  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whiclt^ 
he  says  was  his  intention,  and  which  majc 
Cartwrigbt,  who  knew  his  sentiments,  saif 
was  his  intention  ; — when  the  attorney -gene*] 
ral  means  to  argue  that  from  all  that  Mi*. 
Tooke  has  sanctioned,  as  wrillen  by  othcrtj 
be  meant  to  go  farther  than  the   duke  orj 
Richmond  meant,  cannot  I  rebut  that  tnfei^' 
ence,  by  showing  that  he  meant  to  go  evcqj 
short  of  what  the  duke  of  Richmond  meant  f, 
and  is  it  to  be  presumed,  or  is  it  to  be  sup- 

posed, in  any  casc—I  will  use  your  lordship's^ 
own  language,  which  is  bt^tter  than  any  whicJlj 
I  can  use—"  that  he  who  undertakes  to  makej 
out  that  the  ostensible  purpose  is  a  mere  vcilj,  i 
that  a  man  means ditferenlly  from  that  whictii 
he  expresses  his  meaning  to  be,  must  do  it  \^\ 
a  manner  so  satisfactory,  as  that  it  is  impos< 
sible  lo  doubt  llie  intention  to  be  diflcrent; 
for  that  It  is  contrary  to  all  fair  principle, 

contrary  tu  human  life  ao  to  reason."* Then  if  the  onimuM  is  the  cause,  (and  what  J 
else  is  the  cause?)  if  the  treason  is  in  the 
mind — as  in  the  mind  it  must  be— if  the 
overt-act  be  the  manifestation  of  that  Irea- 
son,  have  I  not  a  right  (and  what  was  the 
wljole  trial  of  Mr.  Hardy,  but  the  exercise 
of  that  right?)  to  rebut  the  inference  ?  VaUai 
quantum,  vatfte  potest — 1  do  not  mean  to  saj 
that  Mr.  Tooke,  or  any  body  else,  is  accjuittt 

upon  my  producing  any  given  weight  of  evi-i 
deuce ;  but  if  you  do  not  produce  any  one 
paper  which  you  yourself  say  is  an  overtact. 
and  you  have  proved  divers  papers  approved 
of  by  my  client,  interspersed  with  interlinea- 

tions by  him,  or  any  other  species  of  appro- 
bation of  writings  composed  by  others,  may 

I  not  rebut  that  presumpUon  by  the  very  cvi* 
deuce  1  urn  producing  ? 

What  is  the  answer?  The  answer  is  this— 

a  man  may  have  had  these  intentions,  and 
may  Itave  had  these  opinions  at  the  time 
when  this  book  was  pubUsLedf  and  he  maj 

*  See  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre's  cbsi^ge  te 
the  Grand  Jury,  anii,  Vol.  2i,  p.  S05. 
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forsake  those  intentions,  and  he  may  Uke  up 
others  at  a  later  period,  and  conspire  by 
force  iko  carry  them  into  execution*  He  may 
do  so,  but  we  are  examining  into  the  probabi- 

lity whether  he  did  so,  antf  I  am  not  to  stop 
here,  my  evidence  is  a  chain  consisting  of 
many  links— not  so  many  links  as  the  attor- 

ney-general's evidence  consists  of,  and  not 
■0  disjointed  as  his  links  arc— but  all  united 
together,— taking  up  this  gentleman  in  the 
year  1780,  ae  a  man  not  going  so  far  as  the 
noble  person  who  wrote  that  book,  but  dif- 

fering with  that  noble  person,  highly  respect- 
ing him  as  the  author  of  the  book;  and  every 

man,  I  think,  who  hears  it  read,  must  res- 
pect the  work  and  the  author  of  it,  although 

he  may  difier  (as  I  have  expressed  my  own 
4iJ9erence)  in  the  universality  of  that  repre- 
jentation  and  suffinge— I  mav,  Hke  m^  client, 
ttop  at  Hounslow  when  anotner  man  is  going 
to  Windsor  ;•— I  mean  to  contend,  and  I  jsivc 
the  attomejf-general  notice  of  it,  that  this  is 
circumstantial  evidence  in  order  to  decypher 
the  mind  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  and 
to  show  that  he  is  not  tbat  f4lse  traitor  which 
this  indictment  charges  him  to  be  from  his 
approbation  of  these  books,  which  are  not 
laid  to  his  charge  as  specific  crimes  upon  this 
record,  but  laid  as  manifestations  of  his  inten- 

tions, and  that  they  were,  published  by  him 
with  intention  to  subvert  the  government  of 
the  country. 

Your  lordship  is  already  acquainted  with 
tlie  contents  of  this  l)ook— I  shall  suppose 
that  Mr*  Debrett  were  hero  (and  the  objectran 
to  his  not  being  here  is  I  understand  waved) 
suppose  I  were  to  say  to  Mr.  Debrett.did  Mr. 
Tooke  come  to  you  and  ask  you  to  publish 
this  book  for  him  ?  He  did. — Did  you  read  the 
manuscript  ?  I  did  — Did  you  converse  with 
him  upon  the  contents  of  it?  I  did. — Did  Mr. 
Tooke  tell  you  that  tiiesc  were  hi»  opinions  P 
He  did.  If  that  is  not  evidence,  your  lord- 

ship must  score  out  of  your  book  every  thing 
you  have  been  talking  down  tiiis  morning,  for 
what  else  has  major  Cartwright  been  exa- 

mined to,  except  a  few  Ihiuas  that  related  to 
the  Constitutional  Society  ?  Upon  what  other 
principle  was  an  honourable  friend  of  mine 
(Mr.  Francis)  examined  *  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Hardy? 

Then  we  come  to  this  most  monstrous  pro- 
position, that  though  Mr.  Debrctl  might  have oeen  examined  as  a  witness  to  a  conversation 

with  Mr.  Tooke,  expressive  of  his  sentiments 
as  found  in  thiH  book,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  evi- 

dence when  it  is  published  to  the  whole  world. 
Let  us  pause  a  little,  aud  see  what  this  pro- 
l>ositiou  is,  and  how  it  will  be  maintained. 
The  object  of  all  this  is  to  prove  that  you 
luean  to  obtain  a  subversion  of  the  govern  • 
ment,  by  infecting  the  minds  of  others  with 
false  principles  of  j^overument,  by  infusing 
into  Ipe  public  a  dislike  to  their  own  consti- 

tution, and  thereby  at  last  to  be  able  to  ef- 

*  See  the  examination,  ant<,  Vol  24,  p.  UOii 

fbct  ycMur  traitorous  pnrpoH  by  the 
erfiil  engine  of  human  force,  that  which 
beyond  Ml  arms,  the  power  of  univenal  opi« 
nion,  against  which  most  undoubtcdlv  no  g^- 
Temment  that  ever  existed  could  ataioiL 
Then  if  that  be  so,  what  says  law,  and  what 
says  common  sense,  which  is  the  pareol  of 
all  law?— Why.  tbat  a  man  who  has  thai 
traitorous  purpose,  can  never  in  the  snDi4 
breath  be  publishiug  a  book  which  sbowa  ba 
is  not  of  that  mind,  that  he  conceives  that 
which  has  been  published  by  another  anUmr, 
however  lionourablo,  is  mistaken,  and  thai 
his  principles  are  not  of  the  same  sort.  I  baTe 
shown,  and  it  is  my  object  to  show,  thai  Vr. 
Tooke  wrote  this  wtna  Jide, — How  do  I  show 
it?  I  do  not  say  the  l>ook  shows  it,  but  that 
it  is  inconsistent  with  human  belief,  and 

oppose*  thcivhole  course  of  human  expari* 
ence,  that  a  man  who  wants  to  accomplish  a 
Eurpose  by  the  agency  of  others,  that  purpose 
eing  specifically  a  criminal  purpose,  should 

tell  the  whole  public  that  he  himself  is  not  a 
friend  to  that  purpose  he  wishes  to  accom* 
plish.  Whjr  then  at  a  much  later  period  than 
the  pubttcation  of  this  book,  which  was  in 
1789,  ouyor  Cartwriffht  says  Mr.  Tooke  was 
a  firm,  stmdy,  inflexible  man  to  his  opiniona. 
Was  he  a  man  likely  to  Uy  down  an  opinioo 
one  dsy,  take  it  up  another,  and  lay  it  down 
a^in  upon  a  third  ?  Why  is  not  the  character 
ot  a  man  evidence  ?  If  he  did  not  change 
those  opinions,  is  that  not  evidence  to  show 
he  was  not  a  man  likely  to  change  } 

If  a  man  is  accused  of  a  crime,  do  not  you 
examine  hischaracter  as  relative  to  that  crime? 
If  a  man  is  accused  of  an  unnatural  crime,  do 
you  ask  if  he  pays  his  debts  ?  He  may  be  a 
monster^  and  yet  pay  bis  debts.  No,  you 
ask  to  his  chastity,  to  his  morals.  If  a  man 
is  accused  of  a  robbery,  you  ask  questions 
analogous  to  the  nature  of  the  charge.— I 
speak  to  a  most  honourable  person  upon  the 
bench,  who  latelv  tried  Mr.  Purefoy  for  the 
murder  of  colonel  Koper  in  a  duel.*  What 
were  the  questions  asked  as  to  his  character. 
Were  they  whether  he  was  a  good  officer? 
Drilled  his  company  well?  Was  a  well-bred 
man?  Whether  ne  paid  his  debts?  No,  but 
whether  he  was  a  man  of  humanity.  A  gen- 

tleman came  from  a  great  distance  to  testify 
that  humanity  was  the  paramount  charao- 
teristic  of  his  dtsfiosition.  Why  then,  if  in- 

flexibility^ if  firmness,  if  steadiness  be  tue 
characterihtic  of  this  gentleman's  mind;  and 
if  the  crime  imputed  to  him  be  that  he  has 
either  conspired  to  levy  war  generally,  of 
which  I  r^  something  upon  the  record, 
against  the  king,  or  that  he  conspired  to  levy  it 
in  the  particular  modes  pointed  out  by  this 
indictment ;  tbat  is  to  say,  by  liolding  a  con- 

vention, with  the  intent  that  that conventioa, 
when  assembled,  should  subvert  by  violence 

*  For  this  offence  Mr.  Purefoy  was,  at 
Maidstone  Summer  Assises  1794,  triad  bdforo 
Mr.  Baron  Hotham,  and  acquitted. 
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far  Wgh  Treason. 

Ibtb«|^<         '      '       It  ofihu  kingdrim ;  that 
lit  sliu  1 1  all  this  purpofie  by  kU 

buiiRs  and  pamphlets,  *vhich  though 
oflhem  may  bf,  and  uuduubledly  were 

ilbtlp,  thty  mtrt  noX  either  publbhed  or  tp- 
proTvd  4*r  by  Mr.  Tooke,  have  1  not  m  right  to 
tmtttite  even  the  foundation  of  ihe  evi* 
dcoce? 

Does  the  attorney-general  mezn  to  argue 
tint  tbU  evidence  19  conclusive  P  Suppose  I 
wmn  to  say  >our  evidence  i^  false,  from  which 
Tcw  wi?h  to  infer  that  Mr.  Tnoke  savr  all  those 

i^llers  (ttjm  Norwich,  Manche^er,  Sheffield, 
«t  any  where  else,  without  debating  the  qun- 
litjr  of  tl>ern,  why  I  have  a  right  to  use  this 
tndence  two  ways ;  to  negative  the  probabi- 

lity of  lii!^  Aeeing  ihese  letters  at  all ;  or,  if  he 

iatti|l|>osed  to  liave  seen  them,  and  to  be  im- 
la  their  contents,  to  negative  the 
IS  puqxise  which  constitutes  the 

aifMff)  this  recorcK 
tftt^ie  name  of  the  prisoner  and  the  consti- 

tution *»f  thiscountrv,  I  call  upon  your  lorrl- 
thips  never  to  foreet  that  we  are  here  not 
upon  the  trul  of  m  libel,  but  we  are  hereupon 
a  trial  for  treason.  In  compassing  the  death 
©f  the  king — that  do  evidence  is  relevant 
wfaididoes  not  go  to  that  point;  that  the 

trideo<-c  which  your  lyrd!>hip  has  admitted  is, 
thai  the  mind  of  the  man  may  be  sifted,  and 
Mftmi  no  ol^»e^  principle  can  tlie  allorney-ge- 
atnl  stArMi  up  to  make  h\^  refdy  to  the  jury, 

1  mm  nut  charjting  my  hon.  and  worthy 
fiieiMl  Uie  attortiey-gfnrral.  with  meaning  to 
gjIkOt  out  any  thm<^,  which  fur  the  moment  hi» 
own  con^ience  di>es  not  tell  him  Ite  has  a 

ngbt  to  do;  but  I  am  argutiig  it  fairlVt  and  I 
cuflAot  help  spying,  it  appears  to  me  that  this 
it  froe  Hnk  of  a  long  chain  of  evidence  which 
I  purpose  to  give,  jind  whirlv  your  lordship, 
ivofrnformity  to  y^^ur  past  conduct  in  the 

told  Mr.  Tooke,  in  uty  hearing  this 
after  he  had  e>;pluirjcd  the  nature 
*  ■'•^.  vuu  ishouid  listen  to  with  an 

1  which  I  have  no  manner  of 

fore  theonlif  question  *s- 

taorniriT, 

oClliat  ■ 

IfMSCJh- Mr,  Erf  hint. 

.lice  Eyre.— I  !»aid  nothing  of 

Your  lordship,  no  doubt,  ex- 
rvr^y  evidence  that  was*  competent  to 

t  "1 — I   am,    tlierelore,   not  arguing 
*»  I  thif  ought  to   have  upon  your 
J^lf^l^yi^p^  mind  when  received,  or  what 
effect  upon  the  minds  ol  the  jury  when 
received,  birt  am  merely  upon  ll>c  question  of 
tfae  fttJmivvibilily  of  it:  and  your  lordship 
muat  alkiw  mc  to  nay,  thiitil  is  conceded  to 
me,  that  tins  i^  ;*  honk  actually  written  by 
Mr.  Tookr  ;  wntten  in  his  closet;  whencom- 

,  carried  to  a  bookseller;  pinted,  and 
bis  order  put  irilo  circulation  in  the  world 
iJM  bookseller. 

I  fmt  it  thm  — Would  this  have   been  evi 
for  the  attorney-geneml,  supposing  tJiis 

Ifccti  H  letter  wnitcQ  by  Mr,  Tooke,  at 
tiac  afler  be  bad  sh4>wn  all  the  proof  he 

iCUbe  ovtrt-actai  m  order  to  abow  that 

A.  D.  1794.  I 

thif  gentleman's  dispositions  were  never  mo- 
narcnical,  that  he  was  a  republican  from  his 
birth,  could  the  attorney-general  have  pro- 

duced any  thing  written  and  published  by  the 
Erisouer  i  I  conceive  tliere  can  be  no  Joubi 
e  could,  liave  yuu  not  received  in  evidence 

a  letter  agreed  upon  at  Chalk  Farm,  when 
Lovett  was  in  the  chair,  whom  I  undertake 
to  prove  Mr.  Tooke  never  saw,  until  be  saw 
him  in  the  Tower? 

Shall  my  client  be  loaded  with  all  the  tn* 
ferences  arising  from  letters,  written  by  men 
of  whose  existence  he  never  heard  ?  Shall  it 

be  open  to  the  attorney- general  to  produce 

writings  at  any  lirae  to  show  Mr.  Tooke'a 
dispositions?  What,  for  iostJince,  has  his  of- 

fer mg  four  thousand  livres  to  France,  at  a 
time  that  this  nation  was  at  peace,  to  do  with 
the  overt-act  upon  the  record,  but  upon  thif 
principle,  in  order  to  show  that  Mr.  Tooke 
was  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  France, 
that  be  wished  her  to  prevail  against  the  sur- 

rounding despots  inv&aing  her,  England  then 
being  a  neutral  nation,  and  from  thence  ar* 
gumentatively  inferring  that  we  were,  for- 

sooth, to  take  our  system  of  hberly  firom  the 
French.  Then,  if  that  be  so,  I  wish  to  meet 
it,  tbere  are  two  sides  in  a  cause,  the  pri* 
soner  must  be  heard,  as  well  as  the  crowiii 
and  I  cannot  conceive  that  there  is  a  proposi-* 
tion  more  clear  upon  earth,  than  that  this,  ai 
a  link  in  the  chain  of  that  evidence,  is  admis- 

sible upon  the  footing  ttiit  it  is  n  declaration, 
not  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  an  individual^  but  a  more 
import  iUt  declaration,  a  declaration  to  the 
whole  public.  In  the  la.^  cause  a  Mr.  Grovei 
proved  that  Mr.  Tooke  stood  up  in  a  public 

room   Mr.  Solicitor  Gencrai.— Not  in  Ibis  cause. 

Mr,  Ertkine. — ^The  last  caa«c  was  tried  by 
this  Court,  and,  therefore,  it  is  a  precedent  10 
which  I  may  refer  as  much  as  I  may  refer  to 
any  other  precedent  in  the  books,  and  I  caa 
refer  to  it  with  more  effect,  because  rt  is  more 
analogous  to  the  business  in  hand,  because  il 
was  decided  by  the  same  judges,  and  because 
it  must  be  in  the  memory  of  the  Court. — Upon 
that  triiil  Groves  was  asked,  whether  Mr. 
Tooke  did  not  in  a  public  room  say  so  and 
so.^^Whtit  is  that  but  a  declaralion  to  a  great 

mrhny  persons,  and  where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween a  declaration  by  nurol,  to  a  ̂ reat  num- 

ber of  persons,  aiid  a  declaration  in  writinj; 
lo  a  much  greater  number  of  persons,  extend- 

ing to  the  whole  of  the  public  which,  it  it 

supposed,  he  intended  to  corrupt  by  the cir* 
culation  of  writings  of  an  opposite  tendency 
to  that  which  I  offer  in  evidence? 

I  shall  bow  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
humihiy  to  whatever  judgment  your  lordship 
shall  pronounce  upon  this  subject;  and  I  have 

DO  doubt  my  client  will,  and  ou<jhi  to  be  sa^ 
lisficd  with  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  because 
every  man  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  ju9» 
tice  Uidt  is  administered  to  him  in  the  eoun- 

•  See  Hardy 'a  case,  mnii,  Vol,  ti,  p.  75Ck 
i  t 
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try  in  which  he  is  a  stibject.  But  when  I 
compare  this  evidence  with  the  rest  of  the 
evidence  adnitUed  by  your  iord»hipp  when  I 
have  had  reason  to  see  how  perfectly  that 
principle  of  evidence  is  understood  hy  the 
Court,  as  every  principle  of  evidence  must  be 
understood  by  a  Court,  filled  with  so  much 
learning  as  this  is,  I  cannot  permit  myself  to 
doubt  for  one  moment  that  a  piece  of  evidence, 
which,  after  the  experience  we  have  had  in 
the  profession,  appears  to  us  to  be  open  to  no 
objection  that  can  be  stated,  and  insisted 
upon  with  effect,  will  be  admitted  by  your 
lordships. 

Mr.  0»Mi.— Ishall  trouble  your  lordship 
with  very  few  words,  after  the  way  in  which 
Mr.  Erskine  has  argued  this.— The  question 
Your  lordship  is  trying  is,  whether  Mr.  Tooke 
has  been  guilty  of  compassing  the  king's  death. 
One  of  the  overt  acU  stated  is,  that  he  agreed 
to  the  calling  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
deposing  the  king ;  there  is  no  proof  tnat  he 
agreed  to  calling  a  convention  for  tliat  pur- 

pose, I  mean  no  direct  proof  of  it;  but  the 
ffentlenien  on  the  other  side,  in  order  to  give 
mat  colour  to  an  act,  the  existence  of  which  is 
proved,  that  he  met  with  others  who  agreed 
to  the  calling  a  convention,  in  order  to  give  a 
'Colour  to  that,  and  to  show  that  his  intention 
was,  that  that  convention,  when  called,  should 
proceed  to  depose  the  king,  they  go  through 
tlie  history  ot  his  life,  they  eive  evidence  of 
his  declarations,  they  give  evidence  of  his  acts, 
and  not  onlv  that,  but  they  give  evidence  of 
the  acts  and  declarations  of  any  roan  in  this 
kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  such 
a  conspiracy  existed,  and  that  Mr.  Tooke  was 
a  partner  in  that  conspiracy. 

Now,  in  the  iirst  place,  does  not  common 
justice,  and  does  not  common  reason  require, 
that  if  they  mean,  by  entering  into  the  ge- 

neral life  of  Mr.  Tooke,  to  ̂ ive  colour  to  a 
particular  act  of  his  which  is  indifferent  in 
Itself,  if  they  mean,  by  the  history  of  his  ge- 

neral life,  to  show  that  the  tendency  of  that 
act  was  criminal  as  they  have  stated — does 
not  common  justice,  does  not  common  rea- 

son, and  does  not  common  honesty  require 
that  Mr.  Tooke  should  be  permitted  to  give 
Ln  evidence  those  passages  of  his  life,  which 
he  thinks  show  that  this  act  has  a  contrary 
tendency,  and  to  show  from  those  acts  that 
his  principles  are  incompatible  with  what  they 
impute  to  him  ?  This  which  wc  offer  in  evi- 

dence is  an  act,  a  public  act  of  Mr.  Tooke's, 
it  is  more  than  a  mere  declaration ;  but  sup- 

posing we  were  only  offering  evidence  of  what 
Mr.  Tooke  declared,  wliat  lias  been  the  con- 

duct of  the  attorney-general,  in  conducting 
this  prosecution,  from  the  beginning  to  tlie 
eadP  What  was  the  conduct  ot  the  attorney- 
general  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hardy  ?  Did  he 
not  give  similar  evidence  from  the  beeinning 
to  the  end  ?  Is  my  client  to  be  affected  by  the 
declaration  of  third  persons,  in  order  to  show 
that  he  is  crimiDai;  and  is  he  not  to  have 
the  benefit  of  every  decUratioo  of  his  own, 
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I  from  the  beginning  of  time,  at  least  as  fu 
back  as  he  has  existed  ?  When  other  fiicU 
exist,  when  other  declarations  can  be  prored 
to  have  been  made,  when  other  acts  have 
been  done  which  will  give  to  this  act,  indif- 

ferent in  itself,  a  tendency,  directly  contnrr 
to  that  which  they  wish  to  give  to  it,  sbaU 
we  not  be  permitted  to  produce  them } 

Mr.  Erskine  properly  observed,  that  when 
major  Cartwright  was  called,  he  was 
tioned  to  acts  of  Mr.  Tooke's  life,  be 
asked  not  only  to  what  passed  at  the  meetion 
of  those  societies,  but  to  conversations  wiUi 
Mr.  Tooke,  to  the  principles  of  Mr.  Tooke  as 
they  were  to  be  collected  from  those  conver- 

sations; that  evidence  was  given,  and  it  was 
not  objected  to ;  perhaps,  the  learned  gentle- 

men will  say  it  was  unobjected  to  because 
they  did  not  advert  to  it.  Their  learning  and 
their  sagacity  renders  it  impossible  that  that 
should  be  credited.  I  am  sure  that  if  an  ob- 

jection had  existed  to  the  manner  io  which 
we  questioned  major  Cartwright,  their  leam^ 
ing  would  have  shown  them  that  the  olgeo- 
tion  existed,  and  their  sagacity  would  haw 
led  them  to  the  discovery  of  it.  But  did  not 
the  eieht  days  trial  of  Hardy  consist  of  this 
sort  of  examination  ? — The  whole  of  the  pri- 

soner's case  was  of  that  sort — I  venture  to  say 
there  were  twenty  witnesses  called,  who  were 
constantly  examined  by  my  friend  and  me,  to 

what  had  been  Mr.  Hardy's  declarations  upon 
the  subjects  of  government,  and  what  were 
his  principles  with  respect  to  the  constitution. Ana  this  sort  of  examination  is  not  confined 

to  this  case.  I  am  not  prepared  to  cite  par- 
ticular cases  at  present,  but  your  lordship's 

memory  will  suggest  to  you  many  cases  in  tne 
State  Trials,  which  will  assure  you,  that  I  am 
not  citing  cases  that  do  not  exi*>t.  I  recollect 
the  case  of  lord  Kusseli,  doctor  Burnet,  as 
I  remember,  who  was  one  of  the  witnesses 
for  lord  Russell,*  was  asked  what  had  been 
lord  Russell's  declarations,  with  respect  to  his 
lovalty — and  I  remember  one  of  those  men, 
who  was  hard  pressed,  I  think  by  Jeffries,  I 
believe  it  was  one  of  those  concerned  in  iht 
Kyc-housc  Plot,  was  asked  as  to  any  declara- 

tions of  loyalty  that  he  had  ever  heard  come 

from  the  prisoner's  mouth ;  and  he  was  cross- examinea,  not  only  by  counsel,  but  by  the 
Court ;  and  cross-examined  particularly  as  to 
where  those  declarations  of  loyalty  had  been 
uttered,  in  what  company,  whether  in  the 
company  of  friends  or  of  enemies. 

Now,  was  that  a  conduct  the  Court  would 
have  held,  if  they  thought  the  question 
ought  not  to  be  put  at  all  ?  They  would  have 
said,  it  matters  not  what  your  declarations  of 
loyalty  have  been,  tlie  question  is,  whether 
vou  are  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  yoUt 
but  as  to  your  declarations  they  are  not  evi- 

dence for  you.  On  the  contrary,  the  Court 
examined  to   the    tendency  of  those  deda- 

63S. 
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to  ihe  time  at  which  Ihey 
nuife.rsitnined  as  Uj  the  circumstances 

uri '  »'  '  *  .  y  were  made,  to  theconnpajiy 
IP  ere  made,  all  of  which  is  pef- 
fc  !>it:iu  iivilhanopinionintheCoiirt, 
Ifi  'mirations  were  noi  cvi^lence  at  all. 
Tt'i   ^ctienil  declarations  of  lovaity  are 
cTitlciice  ioT  a  inan  who  is  accused  of  high 
treason,  how  much  more  must  a  public  act 
of  btt  be  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  f 
Your  lordship  will  observe,  the  attorney- 

genermi  merely  made  his  objection,  and  de> 
Mved  lie  might  hear  us  before  he  addressed 
the  C<n]rt,  we  have  therefore  no  arguaieot 
to  anawer :  the  attorney-eeneral  has  assigned 
to  ttie  Cuurtf  in  making  ihh  objection,  no  one 
rSMOO  whatever  upon  which  he  founds  it, 
atld  therclore  I  have  nothing  frooi  the  attor- 
fity-general  to  answer;  I  have  only  to  &tate 
to  your  lordsliips  those  principles  of  law,  those 
mtiontiesin  other  cases,  and  those  decisions, 
or  at  least  acquiescences,  in  this  cai^e,  which 
•eem  tome  to  establish  the  principle  that  this 
which  wc  offer  is  evidence.  Upon  that 
graund  I  hope  the  Court  will  receive  it. 
Mr.  AttGTHry  Gencrai — I  shall  certainly 

be  goyenied  by  your  lordship's  opinion  upon 

Ibe  fact.  Mr, 'Gihbs  says  he  has  heard asttUBE  upon  the  subject  from  the  attorney- 

Mr.  Gi^ht,  —  Vou  misunderstand  me. — 
The  ootirse  of  things  is,  when  you  take  an 

otf)ection,  that  you  argue  it  first^  that  we  an- 
•vcr  yott,  and  that  you  reply.  In  this  case, 
you  Cake  the  objection,  you  give  us  nothing 
to  eotwer;  then,  if  you  argue  it  in  your 
rephr,  wc  have  no  opportunity  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  Central. — I  have  not  the  least 
ol^ection  to  your  reply, 

Mr.  G«6*«. — Then  it  is  very  well. 
Mr.  Attorney  Oenerui.-^Y our  lordship  will 

resollect  in  what  way  this  comes  before  the 
Gbifft.  Tliu  book  is  produced  as  a  book  pub- 
Jbbed  io  the  year  1782,  by  the  gentleman 
001V  At  the  bar,  and  a  witness  was  proposed 
to  be  called  to  prove  the  publication  of  it  by 
UmI  geuttcman.  I  stated  io  the  Court  what, 

fmfxtim,  tipon  public  principle,  I  ought  to  re- 
1^1  that  I  have  statea,  that  I  should  dispense 
with  tlie  production  of  the  witness  to  prove 
the  publication.  And  I  tell  your  lordship 
why  (  do  it,  because  I  perceive  that  every 
Liling  that  is  mere  matter  of  indulgence,  and 
lo  ove  the  time  of  the  Court,  is  argued  upon 

aiterwards^  asafibrdinj^  a  principle  upon  whicli 
evideoce  is  to  be  adroitled,  if  an  objection  is 
tikeo. 

Wfti&t  Mr.  Crskine  sa)'s  is  certainly  true, 
ibe  pmooer  is  to  be  heard ;  I  say  that,  in 
tInstouDtry*  every  prisoner  is  heard;  and  I 

Uke  that  sort  of  observation,  unless  tlie 
will  go  farther,  and  say  that  he  is 
;  great  care  is  taken  that  he 

ihoaid  be  heanJ.  Having  been  heard  upon 
iu  lod  having  stated  my  objection,  I  desired 
itio  that  Mr,  Erskine  would  be  so  good  as  to 
ttate  the  ground  upoQ  which  he  conceived  it 
VOL.  XXV. 
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to  be  evidence*,    and  1  am  now  risiii*  to  offer' 
to  your  lordsiup  a  very  few  reasons  for  think- 

ing that  it  is  not  evidence;    mcanuig  to  say*' 
a^ain,  that  I   have  no  anxiety  about  the  de^j 
ciston  upon  this  point  of  evidence,  any  more'] 
than  I  have  about  the  result  of  the  cause  it-'] 
self,  except  that  1  may,  according  to  the  be»f^ 

of  my  juugmcnt,  do  my  duty  to  the  publi':  in^' the  situation  in  which  1  stand.     If  it  shall  be»1 

your  lordship's  opinion  that  this  is  evidence^J it   will  go  Qown  as  a  precedent  to  posteritj 
with  inhnitely  more  authority  belonging  to  t 
than  if  it  had  t>ccn  admitted  merely  upon  mj 
consent ;  and  it  will  be,  therefore,  for  the 
nefit  of  the  public,  that  the  objection  shoul<lPi 
be  taken.     1  take  leave  also  to  say  now,  thatf) 
I   will   not   trouble   your   lordship  with  otit 

single  word  upon  the  effect  of  the  evidence, 
will  not  answer  what  has  been  stated  aboi 
the  infinite  number  of  links  of  the  chain  ii 
the  evidence  which  has  been  offered  on  th( 

part  of  the  prosetulion,  nay,  not  even  lo  ok 
serve,  that  these  Hnks  are  so  far  from  infmitep 
that,  as  far  as  I  have  heard  of  them  of  lateg 
they  are  but  few  in  number. 

It  is  stated,  ihiit  in  the  case  of  my  h 
Lovat,  evidence  of  this  sort  could  not  be 

ceived.   
Mr.  Ertkim.^l  did  not  say,  could  not 

received ;    but,  would  have  no  sort  of  weight 
when  received. 

Mr,  Attorney   General.  —  If  my    learned 
friend  puts  it  so,  I  have  no  farther  observj 
tion  to  make  upon  that  case.     But  I  cannot 
conceive,  that  if  lord  Lovat  could  have  beer 

proved  to  be  the  author  of  five    hundr( 
hooks  upon  the  law  of  Lrcasoo,  and  ngains 
levying  war  against  the  king,  it  wonla  ha^ 
been  possible  for  h\m  to  have  offered  in  ev 

dencc  publications  of  that  sort,  after  the  evi*'" dence  Ibr  the  crown  had  been  heard  to  prove 
— I  do  not  say  to  estJiblish  by  a  verdict,  for 
it  is  never  taken  in  that  sense  to  be  proved' 
till   the  jury  have  given  their  verdict;   but 
after  wknesses  had   been  heard   to  depose, 
that  lord  Lovat  was  ucluaUy  found  in  the  feekl 
of  battle,   warring  against   his   sovereign,  it 
could  not  poseibly  be  contended  in  such  a 
case  thai  that  evidence  could  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Purefoy,  it 
appears  to  mc  exactly  llie  same.  There  could 
be  no  doubt,  unquestionably,  that  when  a 
person  is  charged  with  that  species  of  murder 
which  in  occasioned  by  duelling,  or  when 
charged  with  any  other  species  of  munler, 
tliat  you  may  ciill  witnesses  to  prove  his  ge» 

neral  hitmane  character;  but  would  it  have* 
been  competent  to  call  witnesses  to  prove, 
that,  ten  years  before,  he  had  wrote  a  book 
against  duelling,  and  therefore  the  jury  is  to 
acquit  him  of  the  fact  of  the  duelf  which 
was  deposed  to  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu- tion ? 

My  learned  friend  says,  that  the  prison*  _ 
is  not  chareed  with  the  publication  of  hbels  i 
I  do  most  dl^tinctly  admit  it ;  aad  I  d<L^v\c  vv >      U  A 
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t^  b«  most  fgUy  understood*  tlial  if  the  in- 
dictment is  Dot  brought  home  to  the  priaoDer 

to  the  extent  of  the  charge  cootainea  in  that 
lodiciment,  this  Court  »Qd  the  jury  have  no- 
thins  tp  do  with  any  other  charge.  But  when 
niy  Xoaitied  friend  ineotioB8-*op,  I  beliere  it 
WM  the  gentlemen  at  the  b«r,  who  stated  it 
nery  stroDgly->that  the  indictment  states 
divers  books*  pamphletSi  letters,  instruction^ 
resomtions,  «f  c^t^rih  inciting  the  subjeete  of 
our  lord  the  king  to  come  to  this  convention ; 
«idwhen  the  indictment  aUo  states  divert 
hookft,  pamphlet,  letters*  iostruction^,  reso* 
Iqtipos,  orders,  eddreeses,  end  writings,  in  ano- 
Xhei*  ovtft  act,  stated  in  the  indictment,  of 
wbich  tittle  notice  has  ever  yet  been  uken, 
did  mean  to  bring  ebout  a  conspiracy  to  sub- 
^tffert  the  government  and  to  depose  the  king 
(vbother  proved  or  not  it  will  be  for  thejuiy 
tn  judge  by-and-by);  which  must  go  to  the 
JW7,  even  if  they  should  be  of  opinion  that 
this  convention  was  not  the  mean  ti»  bring 
lUiout  the  end  charged  in  the  indictment  I 
mean  to  contend,  Uiat  if  I  have  proved  that 
divers  letters,  instructions,  resolutions,  &c 
hed  been  composed  and  published  by  the  pri- 
sonor  to  the  end  stated  m  the  indictment,  I 
am  still  at  a  loss  to  see  upon  what  ground  it 
is  to  be  said  that,  because  I  have  proved  that, 
the  prisoner  is  at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  a 
book  exhorting  persons,  in  the  year  1782,  to 
qther  oonduct,  and  other  acts  than  those 
which  are  the  acts*  and  the  conduct  to  which 
he  has  incited  by  the  books,  &c.  which  I  have 
given  in  evidence,  between  the  years  1791 
swd  1794. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Francis,  who  was  examined 
on  the  trial  oi  liariiy,  has  been  mentioned ; 
now  how  did  that  stand  ?  U  had  been  proved, 
that  the  London  Currespondins  Society,  and 
the  bociely  for  ConsUtutionaT  Information, 
had,  upon  the  leth  of  April,  I  think  1793, 
distinctly  stated,  in  letters  to  certain  societies, 

M'hich  have  been  read  again  upon  this  trial, 
that  their  correspondents  were  not  to  look  to 
the  executive  power  of  the  country,  not  to 
look  to  the  parliament  of  the  country,  but  to 
look  to  a  Convention  of  the  People,  formed 
by  delegates  from  themselves.  It  had  been 
proved,  that  in  the  address  of  the  6th  of  Au- 

gust, 1792  (which  your  lordship  has  heard 
within  these  two  days)  these  societies  had  re- 

commended a  pctitioQ  to  parliament,  not 
under  the  idea  that  parliament  was  to  give 
tbem  any  relief,  but  that  they  had  recom* 
mended  that  petition  to  parliament  as  a  mea- 

sure to  brin|  the  public  mind  to  the  other 
measure  which  is  charged  in  this  indictment 
aa  criminal,  namely,  bringing  about  that  re- 
cbesa  by  their  own  strength,  and  their  own 
ibfce,  which  they  had  so  distinctly  ntated  the 
parliament  and  tlie  king  wore  not  to  give 
them. 

Then  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hardy  it  was  pro- 
red,  that  Mr.  Francis  ehould  be  eaUcd-~to 

whatr   Why,  to  prp^e  that  llardy  and 
Uaigarot  taaic  to  hln  m  the  cquim  ot  that 

v«ry  prqjeci  which  had  ̂ eii  depoeed  to  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecution,  in  order  to  antsMr 
what  had  been  stated  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  and  to  answer  it  in  the  course  of  a 
transaction  immediately  connected  with  the 
transactions  of  the  society  at  that  tioM^-* 
that  they  had  come  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  had 
held  a  language  with  him  to  induce  him  to 
present  that  petition,  whkb  convinced  him 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  bad  gone  e 
Ereat  deal  farther,  tban^  as  he  undetitood 
iTom  conversation  with  liardy«  Hardy  vevU 
have  been  contented  that  the  pre^r  of  tftMt 
petition  should  go.  That  ves  a  leet,  in  thr 
course  of  the  transtctioii  which  waa  then  be** 
fore  the  Court,  and  thia  wee  part  of  the  eon* 
duct  of  the  prisoner  then  at  the  bar,  in  the 
very  article  of  his  conduct  as  an  asteeiai^ 
member  of  Uio  London  Corresponding  Society* 
expHuoing  to  Mr.  Francie  the  ol^ject  of  that 
very  identical  mesaure  to  which  wa  had,  m 
the  prosecution,  imputed  a  criminal  intMit,aad 

supported  that  criminal  intent  ky~a  great  deal 
of  evidence  which  was  to  go  to  the  jmy. 
That  appears  to  me  most  perfectly  dialinct 
from  the  present  question. 

As  to  the  proceedmgs  at  Chalk  Fami*  mr 
friend  asks,  upon  whal  ground  were  they  afft 
mitted  ?  Your  lordship  recoUecta,  that*  lumi 
the  27th  of  March,  1794,  the  Londea  Cor- 

responding Society  sent  a  letter  about  a  con- 
vention (of  what  sort  is  for  the  jury  to  decide 

byantl-by)  which  cooiaine  certain  reselutkmt, 
which  resolutions,  in  the  very  terms  of  them, 
say,  that  theie  is  to  be  a  convention,  not  of 
delegates  of  the  societies,  but  of  the  peo* 
pic,  ey  delegates  from  the  societies ;  and^  in 
the  comniunicatioo  of  those  resolutions,  it  is 
added,  that  they  (the  Corresponding.  Society) 
are  tu  have  a  meeting  upon  the  14tn  of  Apnl, 
1794.  Then  the  proceedings  of  tho  14tb  of 
April,  1794,-.-the  proceedings  of  the  asao« 
ciated  members,  in  the  course  of  this,  which, 
as  prosecutor — always  meaning  to  submit  that 
question  to  the  jury,  but  which,  as  prose- 
cutor,-*-!  am  bound  to  call  a  traitorous  conspi- 

racy, till  they,  by  their  authority,  have  tokl 
me  I  ought  no  longer  to  call  it  so.  Tho  |Mo< 
ceediog,  therefore,  of  the  14th  of  April,  iaa 
proceruing  in  the  course  of  that  vopy  transac* 
tiou,  it  is  an  intermediate  proceeding  between 
the  communication  of  the  purpose  of  a  co»< 
vention,  and  the  completion  of  that  purpose, 
as  I  eall  it :  they  appointed  a  committee  of 
corrcspondoQce  and  co-operation,  by  those  ro- 
aolutioos,  a  corrected  draft  of  which  was 

found  in  the  prisoner's  hand- writing. 
My  friends  take  another  objection  to  the 

letter  oft'oring  four  thousand  livres  to  the 
French.  Here  are  papers  found  in  thecustedy 
of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  at  the  time  when 
that  gentleman  is  a  member  of  the  Censti- 
totional  Society,  which  had  correspondei 
(aooording  to  the  evidence)  with  the  Jaeobinft 
in  France— corresponding  with  theJaoohina 
when  that  country  had  a  king-^whbh  wan 
corresponding  it  the  very  time  to  vhiih 



eoottnU  of  them,  refer,  ivtth 
itec  Natibo;il  OiQveiition  in  France^    wiien 

Qtased   lo   htVf  n    'i    V  ̂   stjb 
ig  forinuiJ  in  the  ̂   aul 

wd»  in   111  uf  liie  pnstwn«r»  re- 
bltfiif  t  <  tttil  v>  ;itian,  and  luung, 
M  jnal  Convcnlmn  of 
Ft  M 1  li»e  cause  ul  Fr«iirc 
iml  £ii^UnU  tb  u  €i>ii)iiiui)  tiftu»et  ih  tttcr  same 

Bai,  btyoad  iliftl,  my  fricitd  will  recoU 
tcoiineik)n  of  tlmt  toUerwith  tticimme- 

:tloOf  from  this  circufii»1uncc,  that, 
tiiAt  was  oifered,  a  letter  was  given  it) 

of  the  8th  of  August,  from  Uardjr, 
•od  iDirther  from  Margaroi,  ia  whicli  ihey 
lUtC«  U»  the  geDllcmao  at  lUe  b^r^  u  quettiMO, 
lO  drnre  to  know  his  thoughts  alxiut  a  sate 

mication  wiih  re&pect  to  France ;  and 
there  is  afterwards  entered,  upon  the 
uf  Iht  ̂ iocieiy  iot  Cuostitational  Infi^r- 
I,  that  addre»&,  which  begms  with  the 

**  French menf  while  fvreiga  robbers" 
which  hat  thii  passage—**  The  elector 

•f  Haowcr  may  do  aa  ho  pleases,  but  if 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  fvrgrt  thiK, 
we  «nii  not;*'  aud  wluch  conduiles  with  a 
flfMg«  U>  which  the  attention  of  tlie  jury 
gpi0t  09  csUed  by-and-hy.  I  fviiJ  say  nothing 

titteficct  of  it  at  present. 
it  found  in  the  custody  of  the  gto- 

mtthc  bar,  which*  whether  meant  at  his 
AcliJresa  or  the  addreia  of  some  other  per- 

rihejury  to  decide  presently.  These 
i«nt  to  the  I^ational  Courention 

FfAfice,  to  oppq^e  the  tyrants  who  had 
I,  or  should  dare,  to  attempt  their  hber* 
«ipea  if  they  were  of  the  country  of  the 

thAt  ia  proved  to  have  written  that 
It  is  upon  Uiese  ̂ unds  I  t:ike  ttial 

p^ier  alrictiy  to  lie  an  article  of  e^'idence  in 
ibt  ciwirae  of  the  iraiisaction,  and  connected 

witb  cvflTf  jNirt  of  It 
Then  it  is  &aid  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  if  this  i»  the 

cait  jrou  muy  give  evidence  of  the  declaration 

oC  toy  man  in'lliis  kin^oni. Mr.  Gi&^j. — J  did  not  any  yoo  might 
imve   citiue)    1   laid^  I  understood  you  had 

A.  0.  17M* 

r3l8 

"iLt 

Mr.  AHitrmtti  Genertd.-^l  >ayagahi,  I  hc|»e 
t  myself,  thmiighout  the&e  causes, 
If,  because  I  know  it  is  my  duty 

1  shuuld  do  90.  I  UUoiir  under  a  mistake 

intxplicahle  to  my  o^^  nimd,  if  I  have 

bifltred  '  of  any  man  in  this  kingdom, 
vltaae  us,  tipon  the  principle*  ol  !•- 
nlc«^.rU'.^,  K.r-  '.-  '-'»v  be  objected  to.     1 
aam  ofSatd  tt«  ns  of  pcrM»;i8  com- 
btfiMl  ip  this,  wiii   ^.i^  without  prejudice, 
:  ^tion,  whelticr  i  call  it  truly  so  or 
li'  11  1  call  a  ton-^piracy;  the  declara- 

of  members  associated  in  that  conspi- 
wh«revir  1  may  happen  to  liml  Ih^m  in 

m*^cvery  man  in  the  kingdom^  in 
ieof  Ihtword,  provided  tho^  decl.i- 

•  have  a  refcreni:e  |o  the  conspiracy 
cb  is  the  object  of  the  prowicutigo-    My 

ol^ectiun  to  this  evidence  is,  th.^r  it  has 

rcf^rcnce  to  the  conspu-^cy  whi'h  is  the  sul 
je*  t  of  the  profe*ciitiofi,  no  more  tluti  if, 
inhlunce,  Mr.  Serjeunt  tU^vkiiis  had  robbed 
niAn  upon  H«Junslow  lleHlli,  1  could  giW  i| 
evidence  his  Criminal  Law  of  £ngliind^  hi 
cause  thi  re  happens  to  be  a  strong  obscnratk 
in  iL,  not  only  upon  whnt  the  law  is,  wtl 
respect  to  riibberv,  but  with  reffctt  to 
imiaoralily  ot  the  fact  of  ruhberT. 

With  respect  lo  what  is  sutetl,  M  to  wki 
passed  in  the  cast  of  nisjAir  Cartwright, 
bhatl  give  this  answer  to  it,  let  tt  avail  mucl 
or  liule — The  observation  has  called  »tpon  mi 
lo  »t4te  what  i  have  stated,  bocuii<^c  I  thin] 
tlie  public  mil  be  much  better  satisfied  \vitl 

your  loTid>hip's  jud-;mcnt  upon  tiiin,  thi 
mine  ;  ant),  1  am  sure  It  will  go  down  witl 

greater  weight  to  posterity,  when  it  is  kno'ivn  ti 
be  the  opinion  oi  the  jutlge,  than  merely  t^ 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general  ol  the  diiy  :- 
and  give  mo  leave  ta  say,  I  have  do  ptrsoii 
interest  about  this  cause,  but  |^cat  inl 
committed  to  my  csre,  which  i  have 
toough,  God  knows,  to  wiab  committed  U 
any  other,  but  1  roust,  holding  this  ofEcc,  takfl 
care  that  the  justice  of  the  country,  be  salii 
Bed,  and  I  have  no  farther  desire  upon  it. 

With  respect  to  major  Carlwright,  it  is  tri 
my  friend  aid  ask  him  questions  to  which 
tJtmk  I  was  entitled  to  object,  but  I  haV4 
on  the  part  of  the  public  gone  this  length,  thi 
when  a  short  question  is  put  to  which  a  »hoi 
answer  is  given,  I  have  been  niitted  by  a  wis 
to  save  the  lime  of  the  Court,  rather  tJ 
upon  any  idea  that,  upon  principle,  it  coul 
Dot  be  objected  lo  ;  but  when   i   am   told 
that  indiilgcnce  which  I  have  no  right  to  gi 
(for  I  have  no  right  to  give  indulrence,  and 
owe  an  apology  to  the  Court  and  Uie  public) 
but  if  that  indulgence  h  to   lead  to  a  great 
body  of  evidence,  wiih  a  great  variety  of  linl 
in  the  cliain,  and  i  feel  thai  there  is  a  aoli 
objection  to  that  sort  of  evidence,  it  is 

duty  to  ask  your  lordship*!>  opinion  upon  il if  the  evidence  is  of  a  nature  that,  in  thej 
mind  of  any  human  being,  can  do  the  prisontf 

any  good,  I  will  go  so  fur  as  to  say,  for  myseli^ 
and  I  say  il  without  affectation,  that  1  feci  ag^ 

an  individual,  a  strong  wish  that  your  lord*' 
ship's  judgment  may  be  against  me,  but,  lei 
it  be  remembered,  that  the  public  is  to  be 
heard,  as  well  as  the  prisoner,  tJhe  prisoner  ii 
to  be  heard  for  the  sake  of  the  public ;  the 
inlciestsof  the  public  are  never  consulted, 
unless  the  prifioner  is  heard  ;  ami  I  avow  it  &• 
a  principle  in  conformity,  to  which  1  ho|>e,  I 
shall  conduct  myself,  that  lam  an  unfaitliful 
servunt  of  the  crown,  if  I  do  not  remember^ 
that  ttie  protection  oi  the   crown   is  due 
every  person  standing  in  the  situation  in  whicM 
this  pn^oaer  is — that  it  is  a  right  he  has  t<^J 
demand  from  the  attorney-general,  and  lhaV[ 
as  tar  as  my  haart  will  regulate  nry  iud{ 
upon   tlm,  no  individual  ever  had  a 

ansious  inclmation,  ttut  every  iirisoner  should' have  the  fuU  benefit  oi  ttiai  rt^ghu    1  sit  dowAJ 
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point, 
vriihout  farther  observation  on  this 
beggine  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

•  LordChicf  Justice  Eyre. — If  nobody  else speaks  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  I  will  not 
trouble  you,  Mr.  Erskine,  to  reply.  If  this 
evidence  is  offered  upon  the  ground  of  a 
declaration  of  the  prisoner's,  counter  to  some 
other  declarations  that  may  have  been  given 
against  him  in  evidence,  on  the  part  of 
the  proseailion,  that  is  not  a  solid  ground 
upon  which  this  evidence  can  be  admitted; 
because  there  is  nothing  m>  clear,  as  that  all 
declarations  which  a  prisoner  makes  against 
himself,  are,  by  the  law  of  England,  evidence 
against  him.  upon  this  presumption,  that  no 
man  would  be  supposed  to  make  a  declaration 
against  himself,  unless  it  were  true,  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  declarations  which  he 
makes  for  himself  are  not  evidence  for  him, 
because  there  the  presumption  is  directly  the 
other  way. 

If  it  be  insisted  upon,  that  this  it  to  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence  upon  the  score  of  general 

character,  I  doubt  extremely,  whether,  in 
respect  of  the  particularity  ot  it,  it  can  be  re- 

ceived, because  general  character  is  gieneral 
character,  and  it  is  not  a  collection  of  many 

moral  or  religious  acts  of  a  man's  life,  but  the 
result  of  all.  General  chmacter  may  be  op- 

posed by  evidence,  but  if  you  are,  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner,  to  go  into  all  the  particulars 
of  his  life  which  are  in  his  favour,  you  will 
have  an  undue  advantage  in  that  respect,  be- 

cause the  crown  cannot  be  prepared  to  oppose 
that  evidence.  We  have  very  often  gone  into 

too  many  partiailars,  upon  evidence  of  ge- 
neral character;  biit^  whenever  that  pomt 

has  been  discussed,  it  has  been  found,  that 
the  true  way  of  examining  to  character  was, 
to  the  general  character. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that,  upon  a  charge  of 
treason,  a  prisoner  has  l>een  permitted  to  give 
evidence,  under  the  head  of  general  character, 
that  he  was  reputed  to  be  a  good  and  loyal 
subject.  If  tlie  charee  went  to  the  particular 
case  of  his  having  a  design  against  one  of  the 
great  orders  of  the  state,  you  might  examine 
witnesses  to  show,  that  his  scnerul  character 
was,  that  he  was  reported  to  oe  a  man  firmly 
attached  to  the  constitution  of  the  govern- 

ment in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  but  it 
would  be  irregular,  as  I  take  it,  to  give  par- 

ticular instances  in  evidence. 
But,  in  my  apprehension,  evidence,  of 

the  nature  of  that  which  is  now  offered,  was 
given  in  tlie  other  cause  ;  and,  I  think,  ought 
to  be  admitted  in  tills  case ;  and  I  am  of  that 
opinion,  upon  the  very  ground  of  objection 
.staled  by  the  attorney-general.  Mr.  Attornry- 
gcncml  stiitcs,  that  his  objection  is,  that  evi. 
dcncc  of  this  nature  has  no  reference  to  the 
conspiracy  which  is  charged.  To  the  conspi- 

racy which  is  charged  in  the  indictment,  in 
U.e  very  lanjguage  of  the  indictment,  perhaps 
it  has  no  reference,  but  the  question  is,  whe- 

ther it  has,  or  has  not,  reference  to  the  proof 
which  Iws  been  •fTercd  in  support  of  the  charge 

in  the  indictment;  and  whether  it  is  hot  pro- 
per evidence  to  repel  that  proof?  The  proof 

that  has  been  offered  is  this— that  this  f>ri- 
soner,  and  the  other  persons  concerned  with 
him,  under  pretence  of  parliamentary  reform* 
and  holding  that  out  to  the  wurld  as  a  mere 
colour  and  pretext,  had  meditated  a  conven- 

tion, which  convention  was  to  usur]'  the 
powers  of  the  aovernment,  and  to  overturn  the 
constitution  of  the  country.  Now  it  does  ap- 

pear to  me,  that  evidence  is«  in  its  nature, 
proper  to  repel  that  charge  which  tends  to 
prove  the  principles  and  opinions,  and  fiird 
sentiments  of  the  man  who  is  charged  wtth 
using  reform  of  parliament  as  a  pretence,  dial 
to  prove  the  reform  of  pariiament  was  the 
realolyect  of  his  pursuits,  thus  supporting 
the  reality  of  the  grounds  which  be  takes,  it 
meets  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  cbai^. 
It  was  upon  that  ground,  as  I  understand  it, 
that  all  the  evidence  was  admitted  in  the  case 
of  Hardy,  to  show,  that  from  the  observations 
of  the  witnesses  on  his  conversation  and  con- 

duct, he  was  a  sincere  friend  to  a  reform  in 
mliament.  upon  the  plan  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond.  Upon  that  ground,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  it  has  an  immediate  relation  to  tlie 
evidence  that  has  been  given  in  the  cause, 
as  it  goes  to  repel  that  evidence;  and  that, 
upon  this  ground  it  ought  to  be  admitted. . 

I  desire  to  be  understood  carefully  to  avoid 
laying  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  evidence  of  this 
nature  will  be  admissible  in  all  cases  of  high 
treason.  In  cases  where,  perhaps,  the  overt 
act  is  in  itself  a  plain  act  of  treason,  as  for  in- 

stance in  the  case  of  lord  Ijovat,  where  the 
distinct  fact  charged  was  his  appearing  in  open 
arras,  undoubtecily  professions  or  discourses 
of  loyalty  would  not  meet  that  fact  at  all,  and 
would  only  resolve  themselves  into  evidence 
of  general  character.  As  to  the  question 
now  before  us^  I  think  we  have  in  effect  ad- 

mitted this  evidence  before.  I  hope  that  we 
have  admitted  it  upon  a  solid  ground,  it  is  a 
ground  which,  I  confess,  satisffes  my  judg- 

ment; and  I  think,  therefore,  that  we  ought 
to  admit  it  in  this  case.* 

I  would  add,  that  I  have  so  often  explained 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  acts  anu  trans- 

actions of  other  persons  have  been  admissible, 
namely,  to  the  general  conspiracy,  leaving 
the  other  part  of  the  case  as  second  in  the 
order  of  things,  viz.  tlie  question,  how  far 

the  prisoner  is  concerned  in'that  general  con- spiracy, that  I  do  hope  that  it  will  not  here- 
atler  be  objected  in  a  way  that  (though  I  am 
persuaded  it  is  not  meant)  tends  to  throw  a 
certain  decree  of  rcffection  upon  tlie  admis- 

sion, as  if^all  the  declarations  of  all  mankind 

•  See  as  to  this  1  £ast*s  P.  C. 6] :  and  Phil- 
linps's  Law  of  Evidence ;  ch.  7,  s.  3,  p.  144, 
So  Edit. — See  also  some  doubts  of  tlie.  pro- 

priety of  the  admission  of  this  evidence  ei- 
pressed  by  lord  Ellenborough,  chief  juttke, 
upon  the  Trial  of  ILambert  and  Pertj  Av  e 
libel  A.  D.  1810,  in  this  Collection.       i.  ... . 



Jar  High  Tteamu 
litntion,  Bod  wilUmil  any  personal 
»hould  be  adniittcU  in  evidence  to 

ticular  person. 

Mr.   Gi^A*.— I   understand  your  lordship, 
h^t,  to  allude  to  my  argument,  I 

it  row  that  out ;  I  niriint  only  to 
\y  t;         I    ai,  in  this  cause,  the  evidence 
kuM  be  tttkf  u  to  touch  the  prisoner,  other- 
'i»e  It  would  not  be  admissible ;  though  1 

awrare  of  the  division  your  lordship  makes 
lat  evidence  has  been  received  of  any  roan 

'V(>ct  to  say  any  thing  which  touched 
^l  c,  and  which  was  proved  to  touch 
^thm  C4ij!>c  merely  by  his  saying  it;  and   it 

to  me,  that  thai   rule  "having  been laid    down  as  to  the    admissibility  of  evi* 
[4ici3cc  agunst  the  prisoner,  did  furnish  an 

rj^uiiient  not  nii proper  to  be  u!»ed  by  roe,  that 
lencc  of  the  acscriplion  we  oficrcd  should 
received  for  him.     I  am  sure  i  was  far 

meaning,  directly  or  obliquely,  to  cast 
»malieijt  imputation  upon  any  decision 

Court  have  come  to. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Byre. — You  stated  your 
roposilioQ  a   little  too  generally,   and   not 

juiLe  »u  guardedly  as  you  do  now,  but  I  am 
srlectly  saiished, 
Mr-  Attorney-General — Before  the  Utle  i» 
I,  as  Mr.  Debrelt  is  not  here  --^-^ 

Mr.  Kr^kine.^We  is  here. 
Mr.  Attornru'GeneraL — It  will  save  trouble 
you  will  trilmc  when  this  was  published. 
Mr.  UriAinr.— On  the  10th  of  May,  1782. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — It  craped  me, 
I  should  liavc  mentioned  that  the  date  af< 

>rd»A  strong  observation  upun  the  evidence; 
6euliment«  and  opinions  of  a  nmu  very 

ilicly  declared^  at  sucli  a  period  as  that, 
the  aame  opinions  and  senltmeuts  brought 

to  the   present   hour,  in  a  counectetl 
iniicr,  by  the  rest  ot  the  evidence,  seems  to 

le  to  be  a  proper  link  of  the  chajn. 
Mr.  Attorney-General.—  It  is  hardly  consis- 

with  the  respect  I  owe  to  your  lordship 
what  my  opinion  upon  the  subject  is, 
am  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  lord-  I 

ip>  opinion.  I 

ic  following  Extracts  were  read  from  "  A 
**  Letter  lo  lord  Ashburlon  ♦  from  Mr. 

**  Home,   occasioned   hy  the  deb^le    in 
*•  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Tuesday,  ' 
*•  the  7th  of  May,  1789,  f  on  Mr.  Pitt's  ( 
**  motion  for  u  Reform  in  Parliament."!] 

'•  My  lord ;— The  importance  of  the  sub* 
•rt  on  which  I  address  your  lord^ihip,  sufli- 
(otly  di%p«jn«ea  with  preface,  introduction, 

,Th«  celebrated  Dunning,  who  had  been 
:cd   to  the  Peerage  on  the  Uth  of  the 
Imi:   \|irtl. 

bate  in  the  New  Parliamentary 

•  t,  see  Memoirs  of 
.  4»erscd  with  original 

imcnu  by  Alc,vaoiia-  i^tephens,  Esq.  VoL 
p.  dy 

A.  D.  1794. 
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a|K)io^v,  comphiiicnt,  or  ornimerit.  And  the 
criticilncss  ot  the  moment  excuses  hasty 
publication.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  cast  a 
thought  on  the  manner  of  my  expression,  if 
the  matter  is  useful. 

**  By  the  vole  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  Tuesday  last,  parliament,  it  seems,  do  not 

yet  think  it  necessary*  to  lake  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  representation  in  this  coun- 
try.—However,  my  lord,  notwithstanding  that 

vote,  I  am  sUll  sanguine  enough  to  believe, 
thai  we  arc  at  the  eve  of  a  peaceful  Revolu* 
lion,  more  important  than  any  which  has 
happened  since  the  settlement  of  our  Saxon 
ancestors  iu  this  country;  and  which  will 

convey  down  to  endless  posterity  all  the 
blessings  of  which  political  society  is  capable. 

"  My  lord,  my  expectations  are  greatly 
raised,  instead  of  being  depressed,  by  the  ob- 

jections which  were  urged  against  Mr.  Pill's motion. 

**  One  gentleman  (Mr.  Powis)  sayi,  *  He 

'  cannot  see  any  good   purpose   the  motion 
*  would  answer;  for  it  would  not  assist  go- 
*  vcrnment  with  a  ship,  a  man,  or  a  guinea, 
*  towards  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour,  or 
'  towards  establishing  that  much- wished  for 

*  object,  peace,'* *'  My  lord,  I  hope  the  measure  will  be 
made  to  produce  to  government,  both  thipt, 
and  wcHt  and  guineas,  1  or  they  would  be 
very  |>oor  politicians,  indeed,  who  could  not 
in  one  measure  comprehend  many  purposes; 
and  still  poorer,  who  should  miss  the  present 
opportunity  of  obtaining,  by  this  one  mea- 

sure of  reiorm,  every  de^iraLle  object  of  the state. 

*'  Another     gentleman    apprehends,    that 
*  nothing  less  than  givine  every  man  in  the 
*  kingdom  u  vole,  would  give  universal  &a* 
*  tisiatlioa.' 

**  My  lord,  I  trust  that  there  are  very  few 
persons  in  this  kingdom  who  desire  so  im- 

proper and  iinpfiicticable  a  measure.  But  if 
there  were  niany,  the  wisdom  of  parliament, 
would  correct  their  plan,  and  the  corrected 
would  be  well  pleased  at  the  correction. 

♦*  Other  gentlemen  assert,  tiiat  *  the  con- 
*  stitution,  as  il  now  elands,  has  siuod  for 

'ages,  without  any  maierikil  alteration.' 
♦•  My  lord,  it  will  not  be  di  Hi  cult  to  prove 

the  contrary,  by  an  easy  inquiry ;  and  if  tbe^ 
will  begin  with  the  last  unexampled  altera- 
tirm  recently  made,  by  the  late  administra- 
liou,  at  SALTAbll,  the  objectors  will  hardly 
have  countenance  to  proceed  any  farther. 

**  Another  gentleman  '  thinks  the  quet* 
'  tion  premature,  and  that  this  is  not  the 

•lime/ 

*  Another,  that  •  the  people  do  not  desire  il.* 
**  And  another,  that  the  people  CANNOT, 

indeed,  desire  »t  at  any  time  ;  hcLiiUsc  '  they 
'  have  no  voice  but  in  the  Hou^  oJ  Commons.' 

"  My  lord,  it  would  be  safer  for  this  latter 
doctiiuc,   if  another  similar    doctrine  could 

•  Soe  3«  New  Parl.Hiot  p.  UTL 
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be  coupled  with  it;  and  if  it  could  be  prnved 
thai  the  people  have  no  HANDS  neither  but 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  This  VIRTUAL 
voice  of  the  people  of  England  resembles  too 
nearly  the  VIRTUAL  reprefienUtioa  of  the 
people  of  America  in  tlie  same  place,  to  be 
attended  with  any  happy  consequences. 

'*  But,  my  lord,  I  turn  with  pleasure  from 
these  little  subterfuges,  towards  what  I  sup' 
pose  to  be  passine  m  your  lordship's  mind. 
The  end  which  I  believe  your  lordship  to 
have,  at  all  timet,  in  your  view,  is,  happiness 
to  all  beings  capable  of  happiness ;  and  espe- 
peciaUy  HUMAN-HAPPINESS,  as  univer- 

sally extended  as  poesible.  But  though  an 
individuaPs  wishes  may  be,  and  ought  to  be 
unbounded ;  however  exalted,  his  actual  en- 

deavours must  usually  be  limited ;  and,  there- 
fore, NATIONAI^UAPPINESS,  with  the 

permanent  security  of  that  happiness,  is  the 
ultimate  object  of  a  patriot. 

**  To  this  end  all  nis  other  objects  must  be 
considered  only  as  means.  Even  freedom  it- 

self is  valuable,  only  as  a  means  indispensably 
necessary  to  that  end. 

**  My  lord,  I  find  myself  compelled  to  re- 
peat these  well-known  sentiments;  because 

most  of  the  errors  of  mankind,  in  all  their 
pursuits,  arise  from  stopping  short  in  their 
prioress,  and  mistakine  some  means  for  the 
end.  We  every  day  behold  it  in  the  practice 
of  the  covetous,  the  ambitious,  &c.  And  at 
this  moment  I  conceive  it  to  be  necessary  to 
warn  the  well-meaning  patriot  from  the  same 
mistake. 

"  My  lord,  I  shall  not  waste  a  word  to 
show  the  necessity  of  a  reform  in  the  repre- 

sentation of  this  country.  I  shall  only  con- 
sider the  mode  of  reform ;  and  endeavour  to 

show  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  embrace  every 
interest  in  the  state,  and  to  satisfy  well-mean- 

ing men  of  evcr^  description.  To  this  end 
I  am  compelled  hrst  to  remove  the  prejudices, 
and  indeed,  just  objectioas,  which  some  per- 

sons entertain  to  all  the  modes  of  reform, 
which  have  hitherto  been  recommended. 

"  My  virtuous  and  inestimable  friend,  major 
Cartwright,  is  a  zealous  and  an  able  advocate 
for  equal  and  universal  representation  ;  that 
is,  fur  an  equal  and  universttl  share  of  every 
man  in  tlie  govemmcnt.  My  lord,  I  con- 

ceive his  argument  to  be  this:  every  man 
has  an  equul  right  to  freedom  and  securil^. 
No  man  can  be  tree  who  has  not  a  voice  m 
the  framing  of  tho«c  laws,  by  which  he  is  to 
be  governed.  He  who  is  nonrepresented  has 
not  this  voice ;  tiierefore,  every  man  has  an 
equal  right  to  rcproseiUation,  or  to  a  share  in 
the  government.  His  fiual  conclubion  is,  that 
evrry  man  has  a  right  to  an  equal  share  in 
repre««ntation. 

"  Now,  my  lyrd,  I  conceive  the  error  to 
lie  chiefly  in  the  concUisioo.  For  there  is 
very  great  difference  between  having  an 
tqual  fight  \'jh  share,  and  &  right  to  an  eqnal 
>/iaie.  An  t'.-w'e  may  Iv  devised  by  will 
-xmung«l  vnjiiij   [lereons  m  ddfereot  prepor- 
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to  Mt  ftvt  pounds,  10  taothiv  fivt 
huodred,  (He.  each  pcrion  will  hav«  tu  ii|inl 
right  to  his  share ;  but  not  a  right  to  Ui 

equal  sharf. 
'*  This  principle  is  iarther  attempted  to  b# 

enfoneed  by  an  asMrtion^  that  *  the  all  of  OM 
*  man  is  as  dear  to  him,  as  th«  all  of  another 
'  man  is  to  that  other.'  But,  my  lord,  this 
maxim  will  not  bold  by  any  means;  for  « 
small  all  is  not,  lor  very  good  reasooi.  m>  dew 
as  a  great  all.  A  small  all  ma^  be  lo«t|  ImmI 
easily  regained  i  it  may  very  onen,  ud  with 
great  wiMom,*  be  risked  fur  the  chance  of 
a  greater ;  it  may  be  so  small,  as  to  be  littk 

or  not  At  all  worth  defending' or  earing  for. Ibii  €•  qui  Montm  f€rdidit,  But  a  large  all 
ten  never  be  recovered ;  it  has  been  amaMiog 
and  secumulating,  perhaps,  fhrn  father  t» 
son  for  many  generations;  or  it  has  bem  the 
product  of  a  long  life  of  industry  and  talenta ; 
or  the  consequence  of  some  cireomstanctt 
which  will  never  retvrn.  But  I  am  sort  I 
need  not  dwell  upon  this,  without  placing  tb« 
extremes  of  fortune  in  array  agjiinst  each 
other;  every  man  whose  all  has  varied  at 
dilferent  periods  of  his  lite,  can  tpcak  for 
himself,  and  say  whether  the  dearness  in 
which  he  held  these  different  alls,  was  c(i|ual. 
I'hc  lowest  order  of  men  consume  their  all 
daily  as  fast  as  they  acquire  it. 

<*  My  lord,  justice  and  policy  require  that 
benefit  and  A)urtben,  that  the  share  of  power 
and  the  share  of  contribution  to  that  power 
shMikl  be  as  nearly  proportioned  as  possible. 
If  aristocracy  will  have  all  power,  tliey  are 
tyrants  and  unjust  to  the  people,  because 
aristocracy  alorie  does  not  bear  the  whole 
burthen.  If  the  smallest  individual  of  th< 
people  contends  to  be  equal  in  power  to  the 
greatest  individual,  he  too  is  in  his  turn  im- 
just  in  his  demands ;  for  his  burthen  and  con* 
tribution  are  not  equal. 

"  Hitherto,  my  lord,  I  have  only  argued 
against  the  equality  t  1  shall  now  venture  to 
speak  against  the  univer§<ility  of  representa* 
tion,  or  of  a  share  in  the  government ;  for 
the  terms  amount  to  the  same. 

*'  Freedont  and  security  ought  surely  to  be 
equal  and  universal.  But,  my  lord,  I  am  not 
at  all  backward  to  contend  that  some  of  the 

members  of  u  society  ma;^  he/ree  and  secure, 
without  having  a  share  m  the  government. 
The  iiapniness  and  freedom,  und  security  of 
the  whole,  may  even  be  advanced  by  the  ex- 
clubion  of  some,  not  from  freedom  and  secu- 

rity, but  from  a  share  in  the  government. 

'•'  My  lord,  extreme  misery,  extreme  de- 
pendance,  extreme  ignorance,  extreme  sel- 

;  tishness  (I  mean  that  mistaken  ̂ elAehness, 
I  which  excludes  all  public  sense),  all  these  am 
!  just  and  proper  causes  of  exclusion  from  a 
share  in  the  government,  as  well  as  extreme 
criminality,  which  is  admitted  to  e.xclude;  for 
thither  they  ail  tend,  and  there   they  fro- 

qoenlly  finish. 
**  My  lord,  I  know  I  shall  receive  oo  in- 

swer  to  this  butr-the  difficulty  of  drawisf 



lbs  liiii  M  AlctiDion  on  theiG  accounU ;  nnd 

Ibt  po«^tt»ilitjF  or  danger  oC  abuse^  by  a  pre- 
|«li«e  of  Uii&sd  rufreraiUQ*.  The  bare  poni- 
kiiijf  of  abuM,  1  hoM  to  be  tH»  ari^umeat ;  I  be 
(laiit«r  and  the  di^ulijr  I  will  show  to  b^ 

**  Hi»  mj^icsi)/'*  conduct  has  rescued  his 
n  p<;rfiQOii.l  chftTttctcr  from  censure,  (fur  in 

of  forms   aiui  d&corum   kiugf  have  » 
ronal  charictor)  and  I  doubt  not  he  witl 

iiencerorward  remain  very  d«ar  to 
h  M,     He  slaiKlb  fully  ̂ iustified  from 
^:  Ui;it  has  fiasscd ;  Fur  he  has  itstene<i  to  the 
voice  of  his  people,  whec*  th«  ounstitnUoQ 
kiitrfid«d  that  tii«ir  voic«  should  be  heard,  and 
U>  which  place  the  royal  car  it  by  the  ̂ me 
OkaalAtutioii  directed.  M«)rob«ri  are  seut  ta 

pariittiQetu  tu  keep  u}>  tlie  eomniuDicatioo  Uc- 
ti*i-*'n  ili«:  kiin;  »nd  hi*  &«j1  ie<  In.  Iherc  it 
I  fair  p*riiiii  ihe  peo- 

v^oice  lo  ii  fifd  ;  and 
II  <y  may  have  removed  Ironi  lliero  the 
iMi  .^1  those  honest,  because  necessary, 
b  irrvgular  tini:eiint»s,  petilions^and  lii- 

erefv-4'  u>  »*hich  Hu\v  have  tor  some  years 
"iiUaiUy  driven*  Bui  the  voice 
11  the  prci'eiU  reign  has  not 

bcfn  lii-uio  mi  Ultly  (aiui  ihen  heard  but 

once)  within  the  vi^lh  of  the  Hotise  u(  Cum- 
SBUfti,  ner  will  it  be  ever  heard  there  again ; 
btth  errors  and  frei<h  misleading)  will  aguiii 
tik«  place;  the  voire  of  cuniratlors  of  jhjii- 
N0Qera,  and  jobbers,  together  with  the  pro- 
ppetora  of  a  few  decayed  burgage  tenurci,  will 
wgKin  be  called  the  only  voice  of  the  people, 
UoIaM  tlM;  hunesty,  or  tho  gaud  sense  c»f  ad- 
miaialralion  afford  the  remedy  by  rt^ibrming 
«lbftt»otiaUy  the  vices  of  rppre^ent;4tion, 

"  Wc  have  been    m  I  to   be  lold^ 
ihat  there  wa«  MJinet  I  the  throne. 

J  lord,  there  can  be  liuimnj;  behind  the 
one  m«ire  niiitevolent  to  the  ris^hts  of  the 
pic,  than  what  w«  now  see  befvrc  it.  The 
pU  are  no  longer  to  he  cheated,  ihey  look 
adiTttnistratioQ  for  the  late  defeat  of  their 

"What!  can  they  wlvo  have  carried  all 
liiem>elvc*»,  carry  nothing  fur  the  people, 

if  ministers  themselves  are  to  be  ere. 

dtied,  Imvc  pushed  them  into  ofhce?  The 
people  know  that  if  all  the  present  adminisLtra- 
tioo  had  chosen  to  do  them  jti^ttT,  if  they 
bawl  been  halt  as  tmanimou«  for  national  rij^lkts 
a»  *    vo  been  for  nalio  ul  houour«(  and 
t  itH^  the  t]ue>tion  would  have  been 
1  led  last  TuetAJay.     Good  God  !  Is 

*  be  thns>?   one  pay- master  f/ewici, 
L.  .  J^tpUtt  the  voire  of  the  peopld. 

**  \Vh-»t,   toys  he  to  the  people!    If  your 
bands  irt  dirty,  will  you  go  lo  the  puddte  lo 

;>?  I  am  heartily  forry^  ray  lord, 
!u>uM  be  any  members  of  the  prc- 

'lon  who  require  to  be  infonn- 
i mc  Vf»ini>e&s  of  the  web  whu:h 

the  waUr*bubbIe  rise;    wbca  riseo, 
it  burst. 

**  If  they  are  timely  wise,  they  will  yet  give 
to  the  pe^ople  lUeir  joiwr,  modtratc,  fair  and 
honeit  rights. 

**  The  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  ia 
glorir.iis  to  the  monarch,  and  beneficial  to  his 
subjects,  they  will  place  (as  it  ought  tO  tie 

placed)  hi^h,  brilliant,  and  indopendcnl.— A 
great  weight  at  bottom  cau  bear  a  great  weight at  top. 

"  Let  the  arirtocracy,  unenvied,  eojoy  ihdr 
full  and  hoiwuraUe  proportion  of  iatiuence  to 
which  they  are  justly  entitled  in  the  stake; 
but  let  ihem  ceaM,  ae  a  faction,  to  shackle 
the  hatids  of  Oicir  sovereign,  whil&t  they 

ba»e  and  plunder  his  fiuhject^/^ 
Major  C<irturigfit  called  agam. 

Mr.   T<iokt. — Is    that  your  hand-wriiin 
[allowing  the  witness  a  sheet  of  parcbment 

Lord  Chief  Juilice  jCyrr.— What  is  this/ 
Mr.  HoroeTooke? 

Mr.  Tooke.—This  is  an  association  into 
which  this  penlleman,  a  member  of  the  Con- 

stitutional Society  as  I  am,  and  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Teople,  en- 

tered, and  has  bigoed  with  his  name ;  it  is  an 
act  of  bis,  of  the  same  nature  as  those  acts 

whicii  have  been  brought  against  me,  to  show 
the  disposition,  iiHeitUun,  and  objects  of  per- 
jjons  who  associated  together.  This  gentle- 

man is  a  member  of  that  very  society  to  which 

I  belongs  ns  well  as  to  other's ;  this'wili  shovr what  his  mind  was  in  other  societies,  in  order 
to  show  what  his  mind  was  in  that  society  to 
which  he  and  I  belunijed. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej/re. — As  far  as  it  tends 
to  show  your  mind,  it  wdl  be  material ;  but 

as  far  as  it  tends  to  show  major  Cartwright'a 
mind,  it  is  perfectly  immateriaL 

Mr.  Tooke.-^l  ihonitht  that  the  minds 
other  persons,  connccinl  with  other  per^oni 
with  whom  I  am  connected,    had  been,    a 
through  this  trial,    produced  against  me, 
show  what  my  ntind  must  be,    their  minda 

being  supposed  to  be  similar. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Uvre.^^Their  minds  in 

the  measures  char-^r  il  ctgainst  you— Uus  a5.so- 
ciation  make^i  no  pari  of  tho  charge  against 

you. 

Mr.  Ti>ake. — Nor  does  any  other  axsocia- 
tion»  I  believe,  make  a  pari  of  the  cliarge 
agumst  me.  I  will  tell  your  lordship  where, 
by  who!>e  means  it  is  wc  are  entangled,  and 
why  Ibiit  evidence,  which  is  not  admissible 
in  any  other  case,  i^  rouiprlent  to  be  admis- 

sible where  a  specific  tact  is  produced  against 
a  man  undoubtedly  ignonvnt,  as  I  am,  of  the 

proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice. 
l  j»huuld  have  been  the  last  man  in  the 

world  to  have  pro^wsed  in  a  court,  for  sny 
client,  to  have  produced  any  prior  or  posterior 
declaration  of  the  patty  snpposcti  crirnin.d, 
but  the  prosecutors  here  liavc  driven  us  to 
such  sort  of  evidence,  as  any  man.  wlio  ever 
had  attended  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  tf 
Justice,  would  have  bUishcd  to  h»ve  beheirt 
in  any  other  coie ;  and  we  arc  drivcu  to  il^ 

le; 

kle 

hiijp'^ 
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because  of  tlie  kind  of  overt-act  laid  in  our  in- 
dictment, which  has  compelled  the  prosecalor 

to  produce  a  sort  of  evidence  which  was  never 
produced  before;  which  has  compelled  the 
court  in  these  trials,  to  sit  from  day  td  day, 
and  has  produ<:ed  that  train  of  evils  of  which 
I  unfortunately  am  the  victim.  Thus  we 
stand  in  every  sort  of  charge,  except  this 
charge  of  conipassine  the  death  of  the  king. 

I  am  very  fearful,  lest  in  what  I  am  going 
to  say,  the  whole  bar,  or  any  gentleman  of 
the  professiun,  should  mistake  me,  or  think 
I  mean  to  impute  any  thing  to  them;  and 
therefore  I  must  mention  to  your  lordship, 
that  it  is  the  case  with  persons  in  all  those 
professions,  by  which  fortunes  and  greatness 
are  obtained,  that  they  confine  their  attention 
and  keep  closely  and  strictly  to  the  studv  of 
those  parts  of  their  profession  from  which 
their  advantage  is  to  spring ;  and  I  will  men- 

tion an  instance,  because  the  gentlemen 
should  not  suppose  that  I  mean  any  joke,  or 
ridicule  upon  them. 

It  happened  to  me,  in  the  course  of  mj 
pursuits,  to  have  occasion  to  know  the  parti- 

cular parts  of  the  orsrans  of  speech.  I,  first 
of  all,  applied  to  all  the  books  of  anatomy 
which  1  could  get  at ;  liaving  done  so,  I  made 
a  friendship  with  the  best  anatomist  of  his 
day,  who  added  to  his  professional  skill  great 
common  sense,  and  he,  when  I  came  to  in- 

quire of  him  upon  the  subject,  though  no  ana- 
tomist myself,  was  exceedingly  astonislied  : 

he  fluttered,  he  hesitated ;  at  last  he  con- 
fessed to  me— sir,  you  know  more  of  this  mat- 

ter than  I  do,  though  an  anatomist ;  for  no 
gain  can  possibly  spring  to  |ne,  or  to  surgeons, 
from  a  knowledge  of  the  parts  of  the  organs 
of  speech,  no  disease  being  there,  and  we  are 
never  called  in,  for  that  purpose,  to  have  a 

fiee.  I'he  same  case  happens  with  the  gentle- 
men at  the  bar — from  that  my  misfortunes 

arise — and  I  mention  this  first,  to  show  I 
mean  no  particular  imputation  or  slur  upon 
them.  The  mischief  of  this  whole  matter 
urises  from  hence :  The  gentlemen  at  the  Imr 
arc  very  wise,  indeed,  in  all  the  applications 
of  law  because  from  thence  arise  all  tneir  fees; 
but,  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  law,  they  very 
lurely  consider  it,  for  no  gain  can  arise  to 
them  from  so  doing.  Hence  arises  this  mis- 

chief: all  pcual  laws  are  made  supposing  those 
laws  to  be  applied  to  men  whose  inclinations 
are  contrary  to  that  which  the  law  desires  men 
should  piirstie;  that  is  taken  for  granted,  for 
the  sanction  of  every  penal  law  is  punishment : 
there  is  no  occasion  to  apply  the  sanction  of 
punibhnient  to  men  to  prevent  them  from  do- 
iiv'  what  they  are  disinclined  to  do. 

1  low  is  the  case  here?  Look  through  the 
whole  of  these  proceedings,  you  will  find  that 
an  attempt  is  now  made,  not  to  punish  the 
bad  actions  of  men,  hut  to  punish  their  sup- 

posed inclinations — here  lies  our  mischief,  the 
whole  turn  of  this  prosecution,  and  all  the 
evidence  seems  to  endeavour  to  prove  upon 
men  certain  inclinations— republican  inclina- 

tions— antimonarchical  inclinations — inclinar 
tions  unpleasant  to  the  government  of  this 
country ;  whereas,  a  man,  provided  he  does 
not  acif  may  be  a  republican,  which  I  never 
wa%  as  will  appear  very  plain ;  but  had  they 
l>een  my  sentiments,  I  might  have  declared 
those  sentiments,  the  law  punishes  no  incli- 

nations, the  law  Mipposes  tne  inclination,  and 
that  it  is  restrained  merely  by  fear  of  that  pu- 

nishment which  the  law 'sanctions.  But there  happens  to  be,  in  this  indictment,  one 
single  charge  of  intention— the  compassing 
the  death  of  the  king;  which  is  akme  the 
crime,  and  the  overt-act  is  only  the  proof; 
here  we  get  entangled,  because  the  intention 
is  the  crime,  and  the  only  one ;  in  all  other 
cases  the  act  is  the  crime,  but  here  the  in- 
tentknn  it  the  crime ;  conseooently,  the  law 
bound  up  so  strictly,  as  you  know  better  than 
I  do,  the  necessity  of  the  overt  act  to  be  laid, 
because  the  inclination  or  intention  is  the 

crime.  Now  we  have  got  into  this  indictment,' on  which  I  stand  here,  at  the  risk  of  all  and 
every  thing  I  have. 

An  innocent  overt- act — a  meeting  to  go  to 
church,  if  that  had  been  the  overt-act  in  the 
indictment,  with  the  intention  and  purpose  of 
compassing  the  death  of  the  king,  would  have 
been  just  as  fatal  to  roe  as  an  overt-act  of  a 
meeting— not  a  meeting  indeed,  but  merely 
stating  It  as  our  opinion,  that  it  would  be  de- 

sirable that  certain  persons  shotdd  meet  to- 
gether in  order  to  appoint  other  persons. 

And,  I  take  it,  that  all  my  difficulty,  and  the 
difficulty  of  the  prosecutors,  and  all  my  en- 

tanglement, springs  from  an  overt-act  being 
laid  by  which  1  might  be  made  out  guilty  by 
every  thing  upon  earth  that  it  is  possible  to 
Eroduce ;    ana,  for  that  reason,  your  lordship 
as  fairly  and  candidly   1  am  sure  all  the 

conduct  I  liave  received  from  your  lordship 

and  the  prosecutor  has  been  si'ich  as  totallv to  change  Uie  temper  of  my  mind,  vi ith  which 
I  first  came  into  this  Court  ;*  and  I  shall  never 
be  able  to  express  the  gratitude  I  have  to  ac- 

knowledge for  it.  But  I  think  that  in  the 
course  of  that  kind  of  reasoning  which  your 
lordship  has  held,  of  permitting  that  sort  of 
evidence  to  be  admittea,  which  would  not  in 
any  other  case,  I  think  that  under  that  rule 
I  am  permitted  to  introduce  this  as  evidence. 
This  is  the  original  act  of  the  association  in 
the  year  1780,  signed  by  eicht  or  ten  gentle- 

men of  distinction,  now  in  tne  (^oiirt ;  major 
Cartwright  one,  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 

tional Society ;  Mr.  Fox  another ;  Mr.  She- 
ridan another;  persons  of  distinction,  under- 

standing, station,  every  thing ;  and  they  go 
to  the  very  same  overt-act,  with  expressions 
stron^r  than  those  which  arc  used  by  any  so- 

ciety that  I  have  heard  of,  and  omissions  greater 
than  any  that  have  been  charged  as  crimes 
— for  omissions  have  been  charged  as  crimes. 
The  word  parliament  sometimes  inserted, 

sometimes  omitted ;  if  omitted  it  is  a  ci' 

f  See  p.  Ti  note  1. 
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it  is  a  pretext ;  so  that  whether  ihc  re-  [ 
[icfwastocguiefrom  parliament,  or  parliament 
uaotmeQlioned  wc  are  in  the  same  case;  the 

fttUtffiey-|eenera1  has  loaded  me  with  crimes 
both  for  ooiDg  and  fur  not  doing, — if  I  insert, 
it  is  pretext ;  if  I  omit,  it  is  crime. 

i  wijih  to  introduce  it  to  show,  that,  if  I  am 

tniitor,  every  man  who  deserves  the  respect  of 
i>»is  coimtry  is  a  traitor,  the  minister  himself  ( 

for  I  have  his  hand-writing,  | 
i)  jiim  to  give  evidence  to  his  own 

>jgu:iiijie.  hvcry  minister  that  has,  at  any 
lime,  been  respected  or  talked  of  in  this  coun- 

try, I  can  prove  to  be  equal  traitors  with  my- 
self*  

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Vou  must  easily 
fee,  that  if  vou  could  prove  that,  it  would  nut 
toueh  this  charge  ;  I  could  have  wished  that 

you  would  ha%*e  forborne  a  great  deal  of  what 
you  have  uow said,  which  S|^oes  not  to  the  main 
fobtliiDce  of  your  defence.  What  you  were 
to  do  at  this  moment  was  simply  to  have 

cpmed  to  us  what  the  nature  of  this  associa- 
Ijoti  w»s,  that  we  might  sec  whether  it  fell 
withlD  ttie  compass  of  the  rule  which  was 
laid  down  before,  or  whether,  upon  any  other 

onncipie,  it  could  be  admitted  as  evidence. 
Vou  have  gone  only  now  so  far  as  tu  state, 
that  tt  is  some  association,  in  which  your 

name,  with  other  great  names  is  to  l>e  found. 
Mr,  TfHjfre.— No,  my  lord,  this  is  too  cri- 

minal for  ray  name  to  be  found  in  it.  My 
name  was  never  to  such  an  instrument  as 
this. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Whatever  other 

,|iepple  have  done,  neither  constitute?*  ywur 
IfiBUt  nor  your  innocence ;  it  they  have  done 

tight  Uiiiig9,  if  they  have  done  imprudent 
iftnngv,  if  tiicy  have  done  treasonable  acts. 
It  docs  not  go  one  jot  towards  the  present 
inouiry. 

Mr.  Tooke, —Yonr  lordship  will  pardon  me  k 
I  yoii  hare  all  through,  for  the  mistakes  I  j 
iTc  been  guilty  of,  if  I  introduce  what  I 

ought  Dot ;  but,  I  confess,  I  cainiol  help  be- 
lieving that  tlie  jury  would  not  very  willmgly 

pick  out  one  single  traitor  from  the  country  lo 
make  him  an  e^Lample  of. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— I  cannot  tell  how 
that  may  be,  but  I  must  go  by  the  rules  of 
cfidesice. 

MmjoT  Cnrtwrifs^ht. — Happening  to  be  called 

ipti^in,  1  wish  to  add  a  word  or  two  of  ex- 
pkofttion  to  one  of  my  answers  to  the  attor- 
nejr- general,  when  he  asked  me  what  persons 
I  would  take  to  mv  assistance  in  compassing 
the  end  I  had  in  view. 

Ml-  Altorney  Gt^yieraf.—The  que^tlon  I 
asked  ycti  wa*  this — ^That  if  you  were  one  of 
!'  '     of  the   People,  who  rrjccted  all 
f  ]tnce  with  the  Constitutional  So- 

cic;>,  ujid  also  one  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, wtio  had  received  an  intimation  that 

Ibttr  comesnondence  was  rejected  by  the 
Ffiends  of  Ine  People,  1  think  the  question  I 

■»ked  (perhaps  not  in  siricily  proper  terms) •WIm 
hether  you  would  get  out  with  the 

VOL,  X\V. 

Friends  of  the  People  at  Ilounslow,  or  stay 
in  with  the  Society  for  Constittitional  Infor- 

mation, —  In  other  words — Whclhcr  you 
would  go  in  a  stage-coach  even  to  tlounslow 
with  people  of  ditferent  political  principles, 
whatever  their  principles  were  ?— I  think  my 
answer  was,  that  I  would  take  the  assistance 
of  any  man  whose  end  I  thought  right.  I 
beg,  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  of  that 
answer,  to  say— by  legal,  regular,  momU  and 
constitutional  means,  and  not  by  any  others  ; 

and  I  bcfi:  lo  explain  it  tlius— I  have  signed 
many  petitions  for  a  reform  oi  parliament  in 
company  with  men  whom  I  have  thought 
very  bad  indeed ,  but  there  is  no  man  so  bad 
with  whom  T  would  not  sign  a  petition,  and 
concur  for  obtaining  that  object. 

I^rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — That  may  be  a 
very  sincere  declaration,  major  Cartwright, 
but  it  is  not  a  very  prudent  one;  because,  in 
connecting  yourself  with  bad  men,  you  can 
never  be  sure  that  you  may  not  be  carried  far 

beyond  your  own  purposc.^ — I  mean,  that  if  I 
am  doing  any  act  as  a  citizen,  such  as  sign- 

ing petitions.  Men  with  whom  1  have  acted 
upon  those  occasions,  are  men  whose  faces  I 
have  never  seen,  and  with  whom  1  couhl  not 

admit  myself  upon  all  occasions  to  associat 
with  regard  to  their  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  beg  your  lordship's  direclionj relative  lo  the  admission  of  this  evidenci 

which  I  pioiMTtse,  because  it  will  detcrmi 
me  whether  I  shall  relieve  a  great  number  ol 

persons  of  rank  whom  [have  icept  in  waiting,' 
— This  evidence  of  the  Westminster  A&socia*' 
lion  I  imderstand  to  be  not  admissible. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — [  take  it  lo  be] 
clearly  so. 

Mr.  Ernkine.—l  prtpose  lo  call  Mr,  Fox,' 
an<f  1  will  state,  without  any  observation,  thoa 

purpose  for  which  I  call  him— to  pmvc  acHJ 
of  Mr.  Tooke  which  mark  clearly  and  dis*j 
litictly  his  political  setilimenls,  for  the  rea-J 
son  your  lordship  has  pronounced,  to  hrini 
him  down  from  an  antecedent,  to  a  later  pe« 

riod. 
I  mean  to  call  Mr.  Fox,  to  prove,  that  Mr, 

Tooke  attended  a  general  meeting  of  ihe  de- 
legates of  cfmimiltces  from  towns  and  coun- 

tries,  convene<l  at  theTbatched-house  tavernn 
Saint  James's-streH,  and  was  strenuous  to  as- 

sent to  Mr.   Pitt's  plan  for  a  moderate  an(^ 
gradual  retbrm,  and  to  return  Mr.  Pitt  thankij 
for  the  motion  he  had  made  to  that  purposoj 
JO  the  House  of  Commons. 

The   Right  Honourable    CharUi  James  JW] 
sworn.— Examined  by  Mr.  Enkinc, 

Do  yon  remember  seeing  Mr,  Tooke  at  thi 
Thatchctl-hnuse  tavern,  St.  James Vstrect  ?- 
Ye*.,  very  well. 
When?— I  think  somewhere  about  the  y< 

1 785 ;  1  think  it  wj«  very  soon  after  one 

Air  Pitt's  motions  for  a  parliamentary  reform; 
in  the  year  1785,  to  the  best  of  ray  remem- brance. 

Upon  what  occftsioti  were  yott  present  al 
%  B 
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that  time  at  i lie  ThaUbed- house  ti^vei:D»  wbqi) 
you  there  saw  Mr!  Tooke. — To  the  best  of  niy 
recollection,   1  speak  entirely  from  rccol- 
Icclion,   there   was  a  meeting   called  in 
vcrv  general  iuosq  terms,  of  all  the  Friends 
to  Reform, — 1  think  thj^t  was  the  ceneral 
modis  in  which  the  meeting  was  called;  and, 
V>  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  was  called  by 
Mr.  Wyvill,  to  meet  at  the  Thatched-house 
tavern,  soon  after  Mr.  Pitt's  motion,  ia  the 
year  1785^  had  been  made. 

Were  anjr  gentlemen  appointed  by  any  par- 
ticular districu  tp  attend  that  meeting  ?---Cer- 

tainly  not. 

Do  you  recollect,  upon  Mr.  Tooke's  being 
there,  any  thing  passing  upon  the  subject 
which  brought  that  meeting  tufl^ether? — To 
the  best  of  mv  recollection,  the  olyect  of  those 
who  called  that  meeting  was,  to  give  a  direct 
approbation  to  the  specific  and  particular  plan 
of  reform  which  had  been  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  th^  House  of  Commons. 

Upon  that  occasion  did  Mr.  Tooke  assent 
to,  or  dissent  from,  that  which  had  been 
done  ?— To  th^  best  of  my  recollection,  he 
^pported  a  motiui,!  for  giving  approbation  to 
the  specific  plan  of  reform  proposed  by  Mr. 
Pitt. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  there  was  any 
motion  to  retur^  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the 
proposition  he  had  made? --I  do  not  recoUect 
whether  it  was  in  that  form— I  recollect  the 
substance  more  than  the  form — that  what 
was.  intended  was  to  convey  an  approbation 
of  the  specific  mode  of  reform  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  whether  that  was  in  a  motion  de- 

claring their  approbation,  or  in  a  motion 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt,  is  what  I  do  not  re- 
collect. 

But  your  recollcctioi^  serves  you  that  Mr. 
Tooke  attended  there  as  a  friend  to  the  mea- 

sure ? — 1  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  tliat ;  I 
think  he  supported  the  motion,  which  ap- 
P^red  to  me.  to  be  designed  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  an  approbation  to  the  specific 
plan  proposed  Ly  Mr.  Pitt,  in  which  many 
others,  amon^  whom  was  myself,  did  (K>t 
thiok  fit  to  jouv 

The  Right  Honourable    Charles   Jama  Fox 
cross-examined  by  Mr.  Altoriwy  General. 

I  understand  Mr.  Tooke,  at  ths^t  meeting, 
approved  the  specific  plan  of  reform  o^MiV* 
Pitt? — I  understood  so— it  might  be  intbe 
fonn  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  not  in  thai 
form. 

It  is  necessary  in  a  court  of  justice  to  prove 
what  was  the  specific  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt — if  you 
rQcoJlect  what  the  motion  in  the  House  of 
Common.«v  was,  I  sliall  be  obliged  to  you  to 
state  it? — The  general  tendency  of  the  plan 
of  reform,  as  well  as  I  recollect  it  wa.s,  a  ge- 

neral proposition,  that  if  any  boroughs  (I 
lorgct  whether  they  were  particularly  described 
or  not)  proposed  to  sell  thoir  right  of  send- 

ing members  to  parliament,  that  the  righlL 
should  be  pu)»ba^  by  the  public,  and  in 

lieu  of  members  chosen  for  those  bq^oitths, 
a  right  of  election  was  to  Vc  given,  as  well  as 
I  recollect,  either  to  the  freeholders  of  the 
counties  at  largp,  or  the  firceholders  of  the 
district^  of  counties. 

Fhilip  Francii,  esq.  ♦  sworn.— Examined  by Mr.  Erskine. 

Y«  u  arc  a  member  of  the  Society  called 
the  Friends  of  the  People  ?->I  am. 

I  believe  you  took  the  trouble  to  draw  up. 
the  plan  of  reform  to  be  submitted  to  that  so- 

ciety?—1  did. 
H%ve  you  that  plan  here  ?— Not  in  Court 

After  you  had  prepared  that  plan  ol*  a  re- form in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  sub- 
mitted it  to  the  consideration  of  this  v^h 

luntarv  society,  of  which  we  are  both  mem- 
bers, do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Tooke  f^- Yes. 

How  long  ago  ?— In  the  course  of  the  Sum- 
mer of  1793. 

Upon  what  occasion  was  it  that  you  saw 
Mr.  Tooke  ?— Though  I  had  not  the  honour  or 
tUt  pleasure  of  an  mtimacy  with  Mr.  Tooke, 
I  had  known  him  long  slightly,  and  even  oi 
that  slight  acquaintance  there  were  many  in- 

tervals m  wliich  I  never  saw  him- — Upon  the 
occasion  of  my  having^  drawn  up  the.  plan,  to 
which  a  former  question  alludes,  I  met  Mc. 
Tooke  by  accident  in  my  road  to  town  (he 
Uves  near  me  in  the  country)  knowing,  or  b^ 
lieviog  him  to  have  been  at  all  Umes  a  stren- 

uous advocate  for  a  reform  of  the  House  oi 
Commons,  and  knowing  him  to  he  one  of 
the  most  learned  men  in  the  kingdoHi,  par- 

ticularly with  respect  to  the  points  to  which 
that  plan  had  reference,  namely,  the  Anti- 

quities, the  History,  and  Constitution  of  this 
country,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  a  better 
thing  for  the  object  which  I  had  in  view,  or 
any  thing  more  expedient  for  my  own  in- 

struction, Uian  to  ask  the  favour  of  him,  which 
I  did,  to  examine  this  plan  particularly,  to 
inform  me  if  any  of  the  references,  or  any  of 
the  authorities,  or  any  of  the  laws  and  cua^ 
toms  to  which  the  plan  alludes,  were  mis^ 
tated,  as  likely  they  mi^ht  be  by  a  person  so 
little  informed,  or  much  less  informed  upon 
these  subjects,  that  be  would  have  the  good- 

ness to  examine  it  attentively.  I  did  not  de- 
sire to  discuss  the  principles  of  it  with  him 

at  all,  but  merely  that  he  would  be  so  gooiL 
as  to  examine  it  with  respect  to  autliorilie^ 
and  references,  and  upon  this  to  inforn^  me 
if  I  had  incorrectly  stated  any  thing :  he  said 
he  would  undertake  to  do  that  for  me,  and 
that  he  would  make  some  observations  uDon 
it,  in  consequence  of  which  I  called  uponniok 
three  or  four  times  at  his  house  at  Wimbla« 
don,  and  I  availed  myself  of  the  information, 
he  ̂ ve  me,  and  corrected  my  plan  in  yioa 

particulars. From  theiconvcrsation  between  Mr.  Toohn 

and  yoursell^  in  consequence  of  hia  haprin^ 

*.  AAer9!Kds  Sic  Philip  Fraodf^  k.  t« 
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over  this  pkn— Did  you  make  ftny 
lionihcw  flit  hi%scnlimcnl4  cunciirred 

*^''"  ,  ind  uhethcr  he  would  he  re^dy 
'  that   pUrt   which   you    Imd    pnh 
P  i   I  -,         -  ,    ,^p^  ̂ ^^^^  j^^  general 
^^  proved  oil t  much. 

»M..iljcr  Mr,  Tooke  did 

^'  t   he  apfiroved  ot  your 
T'     .    VQis  have  n*'vv  dp^iiihed, 
that  even  il  ihai  could  not  be  icd, 
Jhorl  or  that  ivouJd  lie  a  MiltblLi'  am? 
—It  must  be  remcnUiered  that  the  conversa- 

tions i  hfld  ̂ fth  him  I  never  conceived  could 

be  bro  trd  to  anyf;irthcrnpjjhraiiort, 
w»d  V-.  i)t  no^ike  all  the  inipft-ssion 
upon  ni^  tiKit  the  merit  othib  ob^ervaUous 
might  be  entitled  to. 

LofU  Chi«r  Justice  JCj/re,^Do  you  reeol- 
liet  bis  sayinv  he  approved  your  T>lan  in  the 
mcikner  you  liive  rr>  •     '   ibc(i;  but  that 
if  that  could  not  be  ,t  id,  even  short 
of  that  would  be  »  sai:„:^.   ..  la  him?— I  di> 
»ot  recollect. 

Mr.  Krtkine — Did  your  plan  extend  to  a 
ftioTtn  in  any  otlier  part  of  the  constitution, 
itun  the  tcpreseolation  of  the  ptople  in  the 
Bouse  of  Commons? — To  nothing  else. 
From  ttiy  of  the  conversations  yoa  bad, 

imifidt^  nnd  confidcnlittlly  with  Mr.  Tookc, 
10  Ulf  Jy  as  179S,  did  any  thing  pass  which 
htd  y«u  then  or  now  to  believe  or  sOspcclj 
tfm  Mr.  Tooke  disagreed  with  you  in  the 

ripfes  of  the  constitution  ?  —  I 
It  dot, 

fUKp  Firundt,  esq.    cross-examined  by  Mr, 
Mtorney  GcneruL 

Yoa   clfd  not  de^irt  to  discus*  the  great 
wmciplcs  of  the  plan,  but  merely  that  he 
••wld  !t  with  respect  to  tlie  aulho- 
fH}«e  .<  ices  ?— That  was  the  ground 

which  1  a^ked  him. 

Mr  iJriAin*.— Do  you  recollect  arty  thing 
biittg  said  in  the  conversation  between  you 

•bout  Hie  Scotch  Convention  f"— Yes,  I  think tkmt  WAS. 

Mr.  Ertkine — Do  you  rccoHect  what  he 
fMsh*"*  '•>  -I  think  he  toUl  me,  that  he 
tef  b*'  I  to  or  solicited  to  be  a  mem* 
htt  ftr  i,  irom  Some  of  the  Ixjndoii  so- 
c  iiat  meeting,  and  that  he  iiad  posi- 
t      ̂   ed  it.     I   also  think  he  told  me, 
flat  m  eonMquenee  of  his  refusal  he  stood  in 

fr^f  <t't'?rrpitic,  in  jrfeai  suspicion  with  some 

«ii.— Yo*i  say  y«»  think 
Mj.  TuckL  so,  can  yon  lake  upon 
fmrmlfto  of  that?'-1ndeed,  I  am 
oemin  <^ly. 

I  wi  ih'e  miestion 
rM^U^ti  lu  .15- tiiion,  because 

■^^^^■■H  cr  day  *  tlmt  iSfiirgarot 
H^^^^^^V  '  "-'"^^  \o  nquest  you 
H^^^Bt  i  uuse  of  Commons, 

*  SBsMr.  Francis's  cvidcQc«  on  the  Trial 
W  rhomiia  Hardy,  anti,  Vvi,  «♦,  p,  1  toi. 

A.  a  1794. 

Did  you  know,  at  thai  time,  that  Mar^r<^ , 
and  Hardy  were  associiited  members  ot  thb 
Conslilutional  Society  ?— I  did  not  know  It. 

Nor  no  intmiatioit  was  given  yon,  at  Ihikt'i 
lime,  thuT   ̂ '        .   t  and  Hardy  v 
culcd  m-  'lie  Society   fur 
tiourtl  In:  -M  it  is  mcai 
ciety  whi.  uon. 

That  'v_    _.  ,,     iiondlnt'  Sonf-iv  ?— Jl 
urn  not  sure  that  i  know  ih«  i  b^^ 

twccn  the  two,  but  I  coni'eivr  ^  Jie  tk\ 
me  from  the  society  of  wluch  Mr.  lUrdy  way 

secret.*\ry,  and  no  other. 
H.id  yuu  reason  to  believe,  at  the  time  you! 

talked  with  Mr.  Tofike,  in  179:1,  that  he.  bad 

been  t  in  forming  the  Lot*t" 
don  <  ly,  tind  regulalinsitf 
—  1  Kut'w  noniiiiL' oi  ii. 

Yon  Jire  one  or  the  Society  of  the  Friehdll 

of  the  People,  1  tlitnk?— I  am. 
Were  you  a  member  of  the  Friends  of  thi 

People,  when  lord  John  Rus^clKs  letter  wai 
sent  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infof*t] 
tnation,  to  inform  them,  thai  the  Friends  of  { 
the  People  would  have  no  commutiicatio* 
with  tlK*m  ?--l  was, 

Uav6  you  recollection  enough  of  the  trana* 
action  to  know  whether  that  resolution  wai 

carried  by  a  casting  vote,  or  by  a  largvr  majo^ 
rity  ?— I  urn  positively  certain  that  it  was  ca^X 
fied  by  much  more  tfmn  a  casting  vule  ;  li»erA^ 
never  wa«i  u  divi^tun  m  that  society  which  Wj 
carried  by  a  castmg  vole  btit  ofice,  and  it  wj 

not  upon  thai  sidijecl. 
Ijid  x.,1,  h,.n^.  n  to  know,  after  that  comJ. 

mm,  cd  between  your  two  so*^ 
cieli'j  ,  :  persons  who  were  m« 

bcFb  ot  tiie  .^ciety  lor  Conslilulional  Infor* 
mation,  sull  remained  membcis  of  the  ioJ 
ciety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ?— 1  undeMl 
stood  that  there  were  some  persons— parlUl 
^olarly  major  Cariwright,  and  son»e  others* 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know  of  the  existi^ 
encc  of  a  letter  from  Sheffield,  to  i;  / 
for  Constitutional  Information,  reb 

correspondence   which   had  taken  I'^tc:  lu 
tween  them  and  the  Friends  of  the  People P 
— 1  caunot  speak  to  that  pomt. 

Philip    Francis,  esq^^He-cjiamined  by  Mr, 
Enkine, 

You  ar^  asked  whether  you  knew  that  Mr^ 
Tooke  had  hiid  any  concern  in  framing  th< 
propositions  to  the  public,  published  by  tb^j 
Corresponding   Society  f — 1    know    nothing 
Of  It 

Ywi  knew  that  there  was  such  a  society?- 
Tdid. 

Hjvcy  ipon  the  books  of  tht 

ciety  of  *ii  of  the  People,  a  let^ef^ from  the  L.^*(>...t,uortiil  Society,  Hskin^  thei 

to  send  A  delegHlc  to  tTjis  convention?— I  dcTJ 
not  immcdi^iely  recollect  it,  but  if  it  is  upon 
the  records  t  inuM  have  been  present  at  itj} 
becauAe  I  attended  ult  Xhr-.  ur  rlKi. 

Mr    Erkinf—Ui^n'  6  by  Utd 
Brctoi»i~ttedinif»«lhat»  im      .  v  v*^^^^^^^ 
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their  object  was  a  reforra  in  pirliainent,  you 
were  reiuly  to  co-operate  with  them? — I  do 
remember  that. 

At  the  time  this  letter  was  written  to  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  asking 
them  to  join  in  sendins  a  delegate,  which  was 
declined  by  the  Friends  of  the  People,  but 
yet  in  that  civil  way,  that  they  were  ready 
still  to  co-operate  with  that  society — Did  you 
know  that  there  had  been  a  Convention  at 
Edinburgh  ? — I  do  not  remember. 

Philip    FraneiSf   esq. — Examined     by   Mr. 
Tooke. 

You  have  been  asked  whether  you  dis- 
cussed with  me  the  plan  which  you  had  pro- 

posed for  a  reform  m  parliament.  You  an- 
swered, I  think,  that  yon  had  not  discussed  it 

with  roe.  Will  your  recollection  lead  you  to 
say  that  we  did  not  discuss  that  plan  toge- 

ther?— 1  staled  that  in  applying  to  Mr.  Tooke 
for  his  assistance,  it  was  not  with  a  view  to 
discuss  the  principle,  for  upon  that  my  mind 
was  formed,  but  to  receive  information  and 
correction,  if  1  had  misstated  any  thing  res* 
pecline  the  authorities  and  references. 

Lora  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  question 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  puts  to  you  now,  is  whe- 

ther, in  fact,  in  the  course  of  your  conversa- 
tions, you  did  enter  into  any  discussion  of 

the  plan  with  himP^It  is  very  hkely  we 
might. 
.  Mr.  Tooke, — Does  your  recollection  carry 
you  far  enough  to  know  whether,  in  the 
course  of  the  bummer  of  1793,  you  visited 
me  once,  twice,  thrice,  or  otlencr  ? — I  can- 

not be  positive  to  the  number  of  times,  it 
was  convenient  to  me  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  to  call  upon  Mr.  Tooke,  it  might  be 
four  or  five  times,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of 
the  Summer  or  Autumn. 

Might  it  not  be  five  or  six  times?— It 
might. 

His  grace  the  Duke  of  JRifAmonrf—( Master- 
General  of  the  Ordnance)  called  again. — 
Examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

I  beg  your  grace  to  recollect  whether  I 
ever  wailed  upon  you  with  Doctor  Brock  lesby 
at  the  Ordnance  office,  in  Palace-yard,  West- 

minster?— My  own  recollection  does  not 
serve  mc  upon  this  occasion,  but  Doctor 
Brocklesby  having  told  me  that  he  had  done 
so,  I  make  no  dount  that  it  was  so. 

I  ask  some  questions  in  order  to  assist  your 
grace's  recollection,  which  otherwise  il  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  ask. — Does  your  grace 
recollect  a  young  man  in  the  drawing-room 
in  the  Tower  of  the  name  of  Edridge  when 
first  your  grace  was  made  Master-General  of 
the  Ordnance  ?* — It  has  escaped  my  memory. 

*  The  duke  of  Richmond  was  first  ap- 
pointed to  the  office  of  Master-General  of 

the  Ordnance  in  March,  1789;  from  thia 
office  he  was  removed  in  AprU,  1783 ;  he 
wui«  reaj>poinled  to  it  in  December  1783|  and 
f/ience  held  it  untU  November  179&, 
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Does  your  grace  recollect  the  reform,  that 
when  first  you  were  made  Master-General  of 
the  Ordnance,  you  made  in  the  drawing-room 
at  the  Tower  ?—I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  that  the  course  of  educa- 
tion was  altered,  and  that  Woolwich  was  pre* 

ferred  for  many  of  them  to  the  drawing-room 
in  the  Tower  ? — It  was. 

Does  your  grace  recollect  that  in  conae- auence  of  that,  two  or  three  young  men  at 
tne  top  of  the  drawing-room  in  the  Tower, 
were  by  change  of  situation,  as  they  iniagiord 
considerably  agerieved,  hurt  in  their  income, 
and  do  you  recollect  any  applicatk)n  about  it } 
— I  had  applications  of  various  kinds,  but 
precisely  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Does  your  grace  recollect  giving  to  nse  t 
letter  for  lord  M nigra ve,  who  at  that  time 
was  paymaster,  recommending  this  young 

man,  Edridge,  whose  name  1  mentioned  f — 

I  have  some  faint  recollection  of 'tnat,  but the  matters  being  of  so  long  a  date,  aiad 

having  never  thought  of  them  since —   8o  much  l)usinesa  may  easily  put  these 

small  matters  out  of  your  grace  s  mind  ? — ^I have  some  recollection  of  the  circumstances 

you  mention. Perhaps  you  may  recollect  my  waiting  upon 
you  at  the  office  of  Ordnance  with  this  young 

man,  in  order  to  request  your  grace's  assists ance  that  he  might  be  remedied  in  some 
manner,  for  the  misfortune  which  happened 
to  him  there,  by  applying  to  loni  Mulgrtve, 
in  order  to  obtain  for  him  a  situation  in  ano- 

ther department  ?— I  do  not  recollect  that. 
Perhaps  your  grace  recollects  seeing  mc  at 

the  office  of  Ordnance  at  that  time  ?— I  do- 
but  it  had  escaped  me  till  Doctor  Biocklesby 
mentioned  it. 

Mr.  Tooke^l  shall  not  do  it  if  the  Court 
tells  me  it  is  improper,  but  perhaps  in  such  a 
state  of  not  recollecting,  it  may  be  necessary 
for  me  to  put  my  Question  in  a  plainer  man- 

ner than  I  should  otherwise  do,  liecause  I 
know,  in  examinations  in  chief,  it  is  the  rule 
to  ask  general  questions  to  facts,  and  let  the 
witness  recollect  them. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyr*.— Pursue  your 
own  method ;  if  it  does  not  lead  you  too  far, 
we  shall  probably  not  think  it  necessary  to 
check  it. 

Mr.  TwAe.— Perhaps  your  grace  may  recol- 
lect (after  the  business  of  this  young  man  was 

concluded,  and  you  had  kindly  given  me  a 
letter  for  the  paymaster  for  him),  asking  mc 

whether  I  approved  of  Mr.  Pitt's  specific  plan 
for  paying  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  pro- 

prietors of  boroughs,  and  who  that  plan  sup- 
posed were  not  willing  to  yield  any  thing  es- 

sential to  the  salvation  of  the  country,  unless 
they  were  paid  for  it— perhaps  your  grace  may 
recollect  asking  me  whether  I  approved  of 

that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  ?— I  am  very  tcirry that  I  cannot  recollect  it. 
Perhaps  a  circumstance  which  stroek  yoi^ 

at  that  time,  may  recall  the  whole  to  your  re- 
collection—can your  grace  recollect  Uiat  jou 



"■^  ̂    ^- 

Jbr  High  Treason. 
the  expense  that  it  would  cause  to 

koo,  and  do  you  recollect  it  propo^l  I 
thai  ii)*;lcad  of  ihe  propriclor  ol  a  bo- 

;h  having  an  hereditary  right  to  »  seat  in 
Uau»c  of  Cumruons,  an  excliange  might 
msde,  »nd   a  peerage  ̂ w^n  \o  Jiini,  by 

he  Wiiuld  have  an  hereditury  scat  in  the 
i»e  of  Lords  *♦ 

Duke  of  Richmond,— Pny  state  that  again. 
Ml,  Titoke. — That  a  sort  of  exchange  might 
made — that  a  peerage  should  he  given  the 
>pheior  of  a  borough^  b^  wliich  he  would 
ive    an    liereditary  ?eat   in  the    House  of 
>rd» — a  !siie}5Cif.lion  from  roe  that  ereal  cx- 

"i*c  rtiighi  be  saved,  and  gf«at  bertenl  might Li«  to  the  naliuOf  since  the  representation 
Id  be  refurmed  without  any  hurt  to  any 

*J^»  ̂ y  giving  to  the  proprietor  of  a  borough 
IjieenigG,  as  an  hereditary  seat  in  one  House^ 

of  an  hereditary  seat  in  tht!  other,  as 
full  compensation  for  this  reform  in  the  re- 

flation of  the  country?— I  cannot  say 

•  The  toliowiiig  particulars  relating  to  this 
rrvicw  l»elween  IJome  To«»ke  and  the  duke 
Richmond  are  staled  by  Mr.  Stephens  lo 

been  communicated  lo    hJm    by  Mr, 
t*8  nephew : 

'Mr  Tooke  called  on  the  <I»ke  of  Richmond 
ifaiy  at  tlie  Toner,  rei^pecUng  the  case  of  a 

ifig  geniieman,  whose  name  was  Edridsie, 
id  who  had  been  removed  from  his  situation 

ttic  Long  Room,  si^  Mr.  Tooke  thought  im- 
Iflly      As  soon  its   this  mailer  was  settled, 

'  grace  a^ked  Mr  Touke  what  he  thought  of 
r.  Pitt's  proposition  for  raising  a  sum  of  a 
kllion  for  the  purpose  of  buying  op  the  rotten 
)roaglis  f 
**  Air.  Tooke  replied,  hedeeme<t  it  uimeccs- 

*s  the  boroughs  miglit  he  got  rid  of 
il   putting  the  nation  to  any  expense 

never  f     And,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  would  only 
a  tenth   part  of  what  he    promised,  he 
lid  Dcver  hear  his  name  again  but  in  his 

*•  Upon  the  duke's  desiring  to  be  informed 
ow  thit>  was  to  be  effecled  ?     Mr. Tooke  said, 
^let  every  man  who  has  a  borough  he  made  a 

and,  if  he  has  more  than  one^  let  him 
imiiiate  a  friend  or  friends;  he  would  be 

;lad  of  the  exchange,  and  the  people  would 
equally  so,  because  they  would  care  but 

itrk*  how  many  peers  were  made,  but  would 
\rry  much  tor  the  money  lo  he  taken 

of  their  pockets;  and  there  could  be  no 

yuAtici-  in  the  case,  even  considering  the 
tts  in    the  view  of  private  properly,  be- 

;au>t^  tlui*<c  whu  did  nol  choose  to  be  lords 
if  parlMnirut  might  be  pemiilled  lo  sell  the 

iaU   to  viicli  as  did.'     His  grace  expressed 
toiushujent  and  delight  at  the  sugges- 

id  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who  took 
(€  fif  it  only  in  part;  for  he  made 

proDricturs   peers*    and,    at  the    same 
I,  lea  them  in  full  nossef^sion  of  their 

StepUni*  Lift  of  Tot>ke,  Vol,  S, 
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thai  I  recollect  it— it  h  very  possible  that, 
such  a  tiling  may  have  been  saiu  to  tne,  but  S] 
do  not  recollect  it.  i 

Has  your  grace  no  recollection  of  the  ad^' 
vantage  that  was  staled  to  arise  to  the  country* 
from  such  a  scheme  ? — It  is  at  such  a  distance* 
of  time,  and  not  having  had  any  idea  that  1 1 
should  be  called  upon  lor  it  agam,  I  caDnof^ 
recollect  il. 

I  should  not  have  thought  your  grace  woul^ij 
recollect  it,  except  for  theexlrem>:  satisfaction 

that  at  that  time  you  expressed—   -I  ant^ 
tar  from  saying  that  it  did  not  pass,  only 
that  I  do  nol  recollect  it. 

It  would  have  been  so  far  a  pleasure  to  mc 
because  ii  shows  I  was  for  promoting  a  peac< 
able  method  lo  satisfy  the  proprietors  of  bo. 
roughs — Does  your  grace  ever  recollect  Uii 
have  met  me  in  a  more  public  place,  ani 

which  it  will  nol  be  easy  to  forget — in  a  coi 
vention  of  the  city  of  Westminstter,  wiih  tl 

city  of  London,  the  borough  of  South warkj' 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  the  county  of 

Surrey,  not  by  delegation — lo  the  ramdier  of 
a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  together — a 
convention  ot  them  under  the  name  of  the 

Quintuple  Alliance? — I  recollfcl  having  met 
Mr  Tuuke  upon  a  pubhc  occasion  of  that  sort, 
but  whether  exactly  that  he  describe"*  I  cannot 
tell — It  was  the  Quintuple  Alliance  at  the 
London  Tavern, 

VV  here,  I  «.uppose,  your  grace  mt*y  f»erliaps 
rccftllecl  you  have  frequently  met  tne?—  I  tiave 
several  limes  seen  Mr.  Home  Tooke  at  i  ublic 

place**,  hut  whether  exactly  at  the  <  ondon 
lavirn  or  the  Ihatched  House (1  think  1  met 
hira  lhcre>^I  cannot  charge  my  niemury  lo 
the  exact  places. 

I  first  rmleavourto  draw  to  your  grace's  re- 
collertion  the  Quintuple  Alliance,  and  Ihen  I 
would  beg  lo  a^k  your  grace  whether  \>nt  r^ 
collect  at  an}  of  those  meetings  of  tbr  (^uiti- 
tuple  Alliance  having  declared  to  iho^e  who 
were  present,  that  we  must  not  reproach 
yuu  and  other  gentlemen  in  your  stanon,  if 
you  did  not  Miccccd  in  a  parliamenliiry  re* 
lorm,  fur  that  the  people  must  do  it  for  Ihem* 
selves:' — 1  cannul  ^ay  that  I  recollect  that. 

Your  grace  will  recollect  it,  perhapj*,  trom 
thiscircmnstancc,  it  was  a  very  tempestuous 

evening — Do  you  recollect  the  lime  ol  the 
Coalition,  Lummonly  so  called,  the  junctioB 
between  lord  North  and  Opposition?— Ptr- 
fectly. 

Does  your  grace  recollect  the  very  forlorn 
situation  in  which  \  stood  when  sir  William 

Plomer  was  mayor,  with  about  twelve  hun- 
dred gentlemen,  with  your  grace  amongst 

them,  very  much  enraaecl  at  me  for  ftinipt>rling 
the  independence  of  ihc  crown  againtjt  this 
junction  ol  parties  to  seize  power?— So  far 
from  recollecting  that,  I  never  feU  any  ani- 

mosity lo  aiiyl)ody  for  a  proposal  ol  that kind. 

Your  grace  recollects  the  circtimstance  of 
the  meetmg  and  the  stormy  night,  I  suppose  } 
—Do  you  recollect  being  dupleascd  at  loo  free 
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a  mention  l>eiDg  made  of  Mr.  Fox? — do  y6u  \  withdraw  tbcir  wishes uson that  oCcattoii,and 
ever  recolljcct  at  aii^  period  at  tiie  Quintuple  |  to  trust  to  the  more  .iiiooercte  one  that  was  Ui 
Alliance,    having  seen   me  in  the  situation  I  be  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
of  standing  for  an  hour  alone  against  the  I      Air.  iMke, — I  understiiind  your  grafce  to 
bootings  and  hissings  of  the  meeting,  and  ;  have  answered  to  ray  question — that^  aS  there 
succeeding  at  last  to  have  their  unanimous  ap- 

probation r— I  recollect  having  seen  Mr.  Tooke 
at  some  of  those  meetings,  but  at  what  meet- 

ing I  cannot  say ;  verv  oflcn  in  a  minority, 
and  arguing^  and  speaking  with  great  abiHty, 
but  I  cannot  recollect  the  particular  subject, 
and  very  o(\en  gaining  great  approbation,  but 
really  I  do  not  at  this  distance  or  time  remeni» 
ber  the  circumstances  so  as  to  be  able  po^ 
sitively,  uponmy  oalh,  to  state  the  particular 
occasion 

were  different  ouinions  iu  this  convtotba  df 
delegates  from  the  counties  and  great  towns, 
(and  very  numerous  they  were)  that  we  were 
persuaded,  each  individdal,  to  relinquish  his 
own  particular  sentiments,  tod  to  trust  to  the 
discretion  and  honour  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  take 
such  steps  as  he,,  in  his  wisdom  and  judgment, 
shouki  think  fit  f—l  recollect  tl)at^  but  1  do 
not  recollect  that  the  heads  of  Mr.  Pitt's  pfadi were  then  known. 

I  will  endeavour  to  recall  yourence'srecoU 
Was  your  grace  a  member  of  the  Society  for  i  lection  to  the  time  I  speak  of.    ̂ rhipS  your 

Constitutional  Information r>-I  was. 
How  many  years  back  ?— That  I  do  not  re- 

collect. 
I  would  ask  your  grace  that  which  I  think 

it  impossible  for  you  not  to  recollect— Whe- 
ther you  ever  heard  me  at  any  of  thove  meet- 

ings, say  any  thing  against  the  King,  the 
Lords,  or  the  constitution  of  the  country  F— 
Never— quite  the  contrary  I  assure  you. 

Do  you  recollect  introducing  Mr.  Pitt  at  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  different 
counties  and  great  towns  at  tlie  Thatched 
House  Tavern  i*— I  recollect  havinc  met  Mr« 
Pitt  there,  but  I  do  not  remember  mali  it  was 
by  my  introduction. 

You  met  Mr.  Pitt  there?— I  have  met  Mr. 
Pitt  at  some  of  those  meetings ;  I  think  at  the 
Thatched-House  Tavern. 

Can  your  grace  recollect  that,  at  that  meet- 
ing, you  were  principally  concerned  in  per- 

suading those  who  were  present,  to  give  up 
their  own  private  opinions,  and  leave  it  to  the 
honour  and  discretion  of  Mr.  Pitt  what  plan 
to  pursue,  in  order  to  obtoin  a  reform  in  par- 

liament ?— I  do  recollect  \L 
Your  grace  recollects  that  this  convention  of 

delegates  met,  when  we  placed  our  confidence 
in  Mr.  Pitt,  for  that  purpose ;  that  we  met, 
we  know  not  for  what,  and  parted,  not  know- 
ins  what  would  be  done.  I  am  putting,  in 
other  words,  what  your  grace  has  recollected ; 
that  wc  met,  and,  having  met,  trusted  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  pursue  such  plan  as,  in 
his  discretion  and  honour,  he  should  think 
fit,  in  order  to  obtain  the  object  that  we  had 
in  view  ? — Yes. 

Lonl  Chief  Justice  Ei/re. — What  docs  your 
fracerccoUfct?— I  recollect  a  meeting  with 
Ir.  Pitt,  I  think,  at  the  Thatched  House 

Tavern  :  and  1  do  recollect  that  I,  at  that 
meeting,  did  endctivuurto  persuade  those  who 
were  for  a  more  extensive  reform,  not  to  in- 

sist upon  that,  but  to  trust  to  the  attempts 
that  would  be  made  by  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  a  more  moderate  reform. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Not  knowing  any  thing  speci- 
fically ? — I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  whether  it 

was  mentioned  what  that  plan  was  to  be 
or  not,  but  1  did  what  1  could  to  induce  those, 
who  wero  for  the  more  extensive  reform,  to 

grace  may  be  pleased  to  recollect,  that,  after 
sir  Georee  Saville  had  not  chosen  to  under- 

take the  business,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  proposed, 
this  was  the  first  meeting  in  which  Mr.  Pitt 
appeared  in  public,  iu  the  business  of  parlta^ 
mentary  reform,  and  therefore  his  particular 
plan  could  not  be  known,  because  your  grace 
will  recollect,  thqt  Mc  Pitt's  first  motion, 
made  on  the  7th  of  May,  1782,  was  for  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons;  your 
grace  recollects  that  ? — Yes. 

Consequently,  at  this  time,  there  could  bt 
no  specific  plan,  because  it  was  three  yews  be* 
fore  It  was  brought  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr€.— Th^re  is  m  littlo 
too  much  of  argument  m  this— put  it  by  dis- 

tinct questions— Can  the  duke  of  Hiclnnond 
state,  first  of  all,  when  it  was  that  this  con- 

versation passed?— I  cannot  say  exactly  the time. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ei/re. — Can  you  recol- 
lect whether  it  w^s  blefor^  or  after  there  had 

been  any  motion  in  p-arliament  by  Mr.  Pitt  ?-* 
I  speaJc  by  a  sort  of  guess  upon  it — I  rather think  it  was  after. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — But  have  }'ou  any 
recollection  ? — No. 

Mr.  Tao/c«.— Perhaps  his  grace's  recollection 
may  serve  him  tlius  far—  Do  you  recollect 
whether  the  specific  reform  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  alter  he  was  minbter  or  before  f 
—After. 

Then  can  vour  grace  recollect  whether  you 
ever  attended  any  convention,  or  public  meet- 
inz,  witli  Mr.  Pitt,  alter  he  was  minister  ?— f 
believe  not. 

Mr.  Tooke. — Consequently,  by  your  lord- 

ship's assistance,  I  have  fixed  the  time  to  be beiore. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyrf.— Docs  your  grace 
conclude,  from  that  circumstance,  that  this 
was  before  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  his  motion  ? — : 
Before  he  had  niade  his  last  motion. 

Mr.  Tttoke. — Previous  to  the  first  motion  ? 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Was  there  m«re 

than  one  motion  made?— I  think  there  werv 
two  motions  made. 

Mr.  Tooke,— Mr.  Pitt  made  two  motions  ; 
one  in  the  year  178*^,  for  a  committed  of  in* 
quiry,   another  a  specific  plan,  in  th*  year 



UMs     IbeU«tvern1785Mr  p.* —  .-.-. •-- 
— io  irst  he  wii9  ill  no  ol! 

^nde  atiet  ̂ J^.  i'ltt  was 
•r;  ;  _   i  rccomniemluiion 

(in  llierc  met,  lf»  lni*>t  lo  Wr.  Pilt'» 
^  A  tiAt  plan  he  would  follow,  rau^t 
f  •  vf  the  previous  motion  —  must  have 
t  **  romniitlce  of  inquiry. 

6'frtcrfl/.— I  will  only  ask  one 
—Your  grace  **v*  ll>at  Ibis 

nircung  agrtctj  to  irn&l  ta  Mr,  Pill's  disrireticm 
-^a»  thttta  di^crclion  lobe  exercised  in  psir- 
tiameot  M  a  ui«iiiber  of  that  liuuae?— Uu- 
duQbceilly  $0,  Sir. 

The  RIghl  Honourable  WilUam  Pi/t,— (First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury*  and  Chanctllor  of 
Ibe  Exf-bcquer) — sworn, — ExamiDed  by 
Mr.  Tookt: 

r  Pitt  to  My  whether  that  is  his 
ig?— [showing  Mr.  Pill  a  leUer.] 

Lord  Chief  Juslice  Eyrt, — ^You  must  sUte 

Mr.  Vooke. — It  relates  to  the  importance  of 
a  :-■■-''•  — ^'  ■   '--MO 

e    Eprt, — How  is  thm 
c  rate? 

sdme  way  a^  the  duke 
c    1  .      u^fchich  Viiur  lordship  ad- 
BultcfK  Lhut  WAS  introduced  as  a  juslification 

Ui  Mr.  tliirdy,  and  liiosi*  persons  whopur^tucd 
^H^tipUn.aDd  1  itiiroduce  Ihin  luajustifitatiun 

^■ft*  myself. 
r  Lord    I'hicf  Justice    T^}frt, — Observe^  Mr. 
I  Hardy  uitrnduccd  the  duke  of  Kichmond's 
^^JMit  by  5h«nvifi(^  thut  tiicy  had  professed  to 
BH^^Wf  "^^d  had  tiiliowcd  il~d  you  show  that 

"  JOU  »«Jopt«dor  ft>Jlowe<i  any  pitrlrcular  plan 
»ypporte<)  by  Mr.  PiU,  then  you  make  Ihut 
efijeficc  upins  the  same  priuciple — You 
camic^   inlrndiice  it  in  tlie  tnanner  you  cow 

Ai-.-Mr.  Fe«»  in  his  evidence,  has 
r  K^Ttingat  the  Thutched-houste  la- 
vein,  whrrp  I  allended ;  and  he  has  proved 

th:ir  f  M*p|»r>rfr.d»  at  that  place,  the  thanks 
<^'f  _   lo  Mr  Pilt,  for  the  oiotion 
L..  ,   uie. 

L.rd  Ltut  1  Jusiii  e  Eyrc. — And  do  you  stale 
t)a«  lo  I'p  thill  ̂ pc^  I  tic  motion? 

JHr   7'w*Ar  —  I  hai  "^potihc  motioD,    which, 
It  any  f imc ,  rcgulittfi  my  condiicl. 

'    •  *  ''  '  irf  Justice  Kv'r  —  If  it  be  the  spc 
r  I  Mr.  Fux  alluded  to,  yun  niuy  pro- 
t*-.,  .  .,.  it. 

Mr.  ItHtkt. — Thin  is  tb^  whole  of  I  he  ptao 

wKn  h  I  Lipr  purMied  ;    thi^  is   leromnieiided 
H^b;  ;  1  thoughliloitcnlially  ncrc&sary 
^^tt  irndcnce  of  parruin^ent,    and  ilio 
I*  *(4c:  1  never  wa.^  a  favourer 
♦  ]»liin  J  the  whole  of  my  efforts 
K  iiivcicd  to  reform  ;  and  wl.al  I  am 

t"  itf  fur  \^  ilio  hiiving  been  friendly 
'.  .  thai  (iwuld  alier  the  pre- 
>■  c  rcpTcsctttation  in  the 

t 

Home  of  Commons,  thinking  none  coul 
<or  the  worse  ;  not  having  hei-u  a  fa.v(jurer 
jny  particular  pliwi  mure  tl»an  of  the  pUii  oi 
thi*  gtDtlciutiu,  which  they  r j.nnoi  siy  I  (aWt 
Jewed,  becau>e  I  w*^  in  ii  bekrc  i»e  wis  bora 

he,   in  a  high  siiuution,   1  (oUuwed   in 
step?,  having  always  dooc  as  that  rijiht  hon, 
gentleman  has  done ;  assuring  the  r 
that  my  exerltoaa  should  never  be  v.  i 
support  of  a  measure,  which  I  agreed  vuth 
them  in  thinking  essentially  nece&sary  to  thej 

independence  of  parhament,  and  the*  iibert} of  the  people. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Dyrr. — I  have  stated^) 
that  as  to  any  plaD  of  a  particular  gentlemai 
upon  the  subject  of  a  reform  of  parliamenl| 
or  any  other  subject,  unle&s  you  connect,  byi 
evidence,  your  own  conduct  with  it,  that  plax 
is  not  admissible  evidence. 

Mr.  Tai»A;c.— This  is  no  plan 

Lord  Chi*»f  Juslice  l^*yre.— Whatever  it 
any  *eDtimeni  expressed,  by  apariicutiir  gcru 

lleman«  is  nothing,  unless  you  adopt  it,  am' m;ike  u  your  own  in  your  evidence.  1  toU 
you  that,  in  the  esse  of  Hardy,  they  offet 
111  evidence  that  they  had  acted  upon  thi 

duke  of  Richmond**  plan ;  in  order  then 
see  what  they  acted  upon,  it  was  necessary  i 
to  look  at  the  duke's  plan;  if  you  can  prcpa^ 
raiory  to  reading  this  paper,  show  tliut  y< 
acted  upon  this  paper,  or  can,  in  any  otbi 
way  connect  your  conduct  with  tliis  paj 
then  it  wdl  he  evidence. 

Mr.  Tvn>kt, — 1  ccDceive  I  have  proved  thai 
both  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  m.ij< 
Carlwright— I  take  it,  1  have  j)roved,  that 
acted  precisely  upon  the  planol  the  rtghl  lioiij 

eeutleman.  I  say  the  reason  why  he^plfdgn" his  exertions,  as  I  have  always  done  mine,  is 
that  it  is  essentially  iiecesiary  lo  the  indfpci 
dence  of  parliament,  and  the  liberty  ol  th< 

people. Lord  Chief  Justice  Eitrt. — If  it  were  ycnt 
own  plan,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  or  any  olher  penile-' 
man,  had  adopted  your  ptan,  that  w<;iild  not 
make  it  evidence ;  the  only  way  in  whirh  it 
cou'd  l\avebeen  made  evidence  was  by  Mr. 

I  ox's  cvidcnie  Now  the  way  in  which  I 
lliuught  you  had  endeavoured  to  make  i( 
evidence  was,  that  there  was  a  meelinfTf 
and  voH  projiQHd  to  thank  Mr.  Pitt  for  the 

«ipeci^c  plan  he  proposed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  if  this  is  that  specific  plan,  it  would 

be  admissible. 
Mr.  Ef^kine. — Never  having  s^en  the  letr 

ter  my  cheut  hiAiU  iu  his  tmi>d,   it  was,    fu(j 
every  rcii'-'"     J"  '«<  r  he  shuuld  take  lhii» 
of  the   r  1   upon  himself;    but,    I 
think,  it  I  Tided  to  b\  the  Court  what 
Mr,  Toiike  insi>ls*  upon,  auti  how  he  conceives 
hv  is  in  a  condtli<ui  lo  read  tliis  letter.  If  I 

,»t tended  proj»eriy  to  the  duke  ol  Itichmtmd's 
eiaminaticn,  hi»  gmcr?  proved  that  there  was 
a  mreliiig  there — whether  a  conveulmn,  or 
what  it  was  signifies  nothing— ihtvc  wns  a 
meeting  of  gcnlleoripn  of  grral  dislinctiou, 
undoubtedly,  at  Ihc  ThAtchcdbuuic  iktvtrn; 
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and  many  of  those  persons  were  rery  desirous 
of  adopting  the  plan  his  ̂ ce  had  been  the 
wpoiiser  of,  namely,  universal  representa- 

tion ;  that  it  was  proposed  that  those  persons 
should  i;ive  up  insisting  upon  that  specific 
plan  of  reform,  and  should  rather  trust  it  to 
the  discretion  and  integrity  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  whose  name  was  mentioned,  and 
who  is  now  sworn  as  a  witness.  Mr.  Home 

Tooke  (by  your  lordship's  assistance,  •howinjg him  the  fallacy  of  the  examination,  unless  it 
cime  to  that  point)  was  to  fix  the  time — whe- 

ther there  was,  at  that  time,  any  specific  pro- 
position of  refiirra  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  it  came 

out  by  a  conclusion,  which  amounts  to  a  ma- 
thematical demonstration,  that  that  must  have 

been  so ;  for  the  duke  of  Uichmond  said  he 
never  had  been  at  any  public  meeting  with 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  and  Mr.  Pitt,  subsequent 
to  the  time  when  be  did  make  the  proposi- 
tion. 

Lt*rd  Chief  Justice  Eyre.^l  have  put  a 
mark  against  the  whole  of  that  evidence  in 
my  notes — that  it  amounts  to  nothing,  be- 

cause Mr.  Tooke  has  not  connected  any  act 
of  his  with  the  duke  of  Richmond's  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ertkine. — That  is  what  I  am  just  going 
to  do.  Your  lordship  puts  a  mark  upon  the 
evidence,  that  as  yet  that  connexion  nas  not 
been  established ;  but  your  lordship  does  not 
put  a  mark  upon  it,  that  his  grace  has  not 
sworn  what  I  am  stating,  namely,  that  he 
had  never  been  at  a  public  meeting  with  Mr. 
Tooke  and  Mr.  Pitt,  subsequent  to  that  time ; 
it,  consequently,  must  have  been  before  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  any  specific  resolution,  that  what 
passed  between  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond,  did  pass. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^The  objection  is, 
that  nothing  passed  between  Mr.Tooke  and  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  The  duke  recommended, 
at  that  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Tooke  was  pre- 

sent, that  every  man  should  give  up  his  sen- 
timents, leaving  it  to  the  honour  and  discre- 

tion of  Mr.  Pitt  what  plan  to  pursue,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  reform  in  parliament,  upon 
which  nothing  was  done  by  Mr.  Tooke,  one 
way  or  other. 

Mr.  JSrjAine,— To  which  Mr.  Tooke  as- 
sented. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— That  was  not 
proved. 

Mr.  Ershine — T  understood  it  was  taken  for 
granted  that  he  assented  to  that. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre  (to  the  duke  of 
Jiichmond. —  Does  your  grace  recollect  whe- 
tlier,  when  you  proposea  that  every  person 
should  give  up  his  own  particular  opinion, 
and  be  aisposed  to  submit  to  a  partial  reform, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  what  part  was  taken  by 

Sir.  Horne' Tooke  upon  that  occasion? 
Mr.  Tooke.—l  beg  his  grace  to  say  whe- 

ther there  was  any  dissenting  voice— was  it 
agreed  to  by  the  meeting? 

Duke  of  Richm(md.--i  think  so. 
Mr.  Erifafif.— I  submit  to  the  judgment  of 

the  Court,  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  is  now  in 
a  condition  to  have  this  letter  read,  not  know- 

ing what  the  contents  of  the  letter  are,  or 
how  they  will  particularly  bear  upon  the 
case ;  for  the  reason  given,  not  having  heard 
it,  I  do  not  know. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre. — Whom  is  the  let- ter to? 

Mr.  Tooke, — ^It  is  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  upon  the  subject  of  parliamentary  re- form. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^To  whom  ? 
Mr.  Tooke  — [  do  not  know  that ;  but  Mr. 

Pitt  declares  it  to  be  his  hand-writing,  though 
not  seized  by  the  secretary  of  state.  I  beg 
your  lordship  to  consider  that  things  found  in 
my  hand-writing,  without  address  or  signa- 

ture have  been  read  ;  and  this  is  in  Mr.  Att's 
hand-writing,  a  much  greater  hand  than  mine. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £vr« — ^I'hat  does  not 

make  it  evidence ;  he  ivill  be  to  give  evidence, 
of  any  fact  contained  in  that  Tetter,  in  his 
own  person,  using  his  letter  only  as  some^ 
thine  to  refresh  his  memory. 

Mr.  Tooke, — ^Then  I  beg  to  give  it  him  to 
refresh  his  memory. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — If  you  can  con- 
nect this  letter  with  the  proceeding  at  the 

Thatched-house  tavern,  then,  upon  the 
ground  we  have  gone  upon  before,  I  can  ad- 

mit the  letter  to  be  read,  otherwise  I  cannot. 
Mr.  Erskine, — I  conceived  it,  in  my  argu- 

ment, to  be  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tooke. 
Mr.  Tooke.— I  beg  Mr.  Pitt  to  say,  if  he 

can  recollect,  to  whom  this  letter  was  sent  ? 
Mr.  Pitt. — I  am  not  able  to  recollect  the 

name  and  the  person  ;  I  can  only  judge 
from  the  contents  of  the  letter,  what  des- 

cription of  person  it  might  have  been  directed 
to,  probably  to  some  person  who  acted  as  a 
chairman  of  a  Westminster  committee;  be- 

cause I  observe  it  is  taking  notice  of  my  not 
having  been  at  home  when  the  person  to 
whom  the  letter  was  addressed,  and  the  other 
gentlemen  from  the  Westminster  committee, 
did  mcthe  honour  to  call — At  this  distance 
of  time,  really  I  have  no  recollection  who  the 
individual  was. 

Have  you  any  recollection  of  meeting  mc 
at  the  Thatched-house  tavern,  in  a  conven- 

tion of  delegates  from  different  counties  > 
Mr.  Pitt. — To  what  time  does  that  question 

refer  ? 
Mr.  Tooic.— The  middle  of  May,  1782,  or 

thereabouts  ? — I  recollect  meeting  a  number 
of  persons  at  the  Thatched-house  tavern  some* 
time  subsequent  to  the  first  motion  which  I 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  relation 
to  parliamentary  reform,  and  which  must,  I 
think,  have  been  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  of  May,  1782. 

Do  you  recollect,  what  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Richmond  recollects,  that  a  proposal  was 
made— I  should  first  say,  that  it  was  of  little 
consequence  that  you  should  have  met  me 
there — but  do  you  recollect  meeting  loni 
Saint  John  there,   or  Mr.  Saint  Johnr-4 



Mr.  SuDi  John  was  pre&ent,  but  1  am 
cerlajn. 

Thftt,  perhapfi,  may  brin^  to  your  recollec* 
wi  tlwt  I  was  present — it  is  not  worth  while 

Tillempt  thai — but  bv  mentioning  some 
t'  ti  that  passed  at    the  time  that 
Hj  -^^g^^  I  might  possibly  call  it  to  your 

)ry  f^I  cannot  say  who  was  present, 
I  should  rather  state  from  recoUeclion 

It  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present. 
Do  jou  recollect,  at  that  meeting,  refrom- 

^^nending  to  those  who  were  there  met,  and  to 
me  if  I  was  there  among  them,  to  endeavour 
lo  obtain  in  the  course  of  the  summer  the 

•enae  of  the  people  throughout  England,  in 
their  different  parishes,  or  smaller  districts, 
in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  fur  future  appli* 
cation  to  parliament  with  effect? — I  have  no 
particular  recollection  of  recommending  such 
a  measure;  but  my  general  recollection  is, 
that  it  was  the  sense  of  that  iiteeting  that 
means  should  be  taken  during  the  summer 
to  recommend  petitions  to  parhament,  in 
Ihe  next  session,  with  a  view  to  a  reform. 

Mr.  Tooke,^l  suppose  I  may  now  have 
that  letter  read, 

Loird  Chief  Justice  Eyr€,^iio  you  arc 
not  at  all  furwarded  for  reading  that  letter^ 
Mr.  Tacke. — Then  I  hope  1  may  have  it 

back  MjgUD, 
Lora  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Certainly. 
Mr.  ToQke. —  1  did  intend  to  have  asked  Iho 

.  ;  honourable  gentleman  many  other  (]ues* 
11005,  but  certainly  the  laugh  of  the  Court 
prevents  roe  frum  bemg  serious ;  therefore  I 
will  ask  him  no  more. 

The  Right  Honourable  William    Pitt  cross- 
examined  by  Mr.  Attornry  General. 

Was  there  any  thing  passed  at  that  meet- 
ifig  about  usiuz  measures  to  bring  about  a 
eonYentton  of  the  people  by  deleijates  from 
«£lliated  societies }  j 

Mr.  PiU. — Two  meetings  have  been  spoken  , 
of  ID  the  course  of  the  eiamination  I  have  j 
heard ;  I  wish  to  know,  for  precision,  which  , 
meeting  the  question  refers  lo?  I 

To  the  meeting  in  May.  1782.  \ 
Mr.  Piit.— The  meeting  subsequent  to  the  | 

BWtMm  made  in  parliament  ? 
Mr.  Attorney  GentraL-^l  do  not  know 

that — You  stated  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  pre- 
test at  a  meeting  some  time  in  May,  1782 ; 

waa  there  any  purpose  m  that  meeting  to 
bring  about  a  convention  of  the  people  by 

delegates  from  affiliated  societies? — There 
certainly  was  never  any  such  idea  stated  by 

any  man  in  my  presence. 
Mr.  Tpoki, — Were  we  not  a  convention— 

msimd  of  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
tog  about  a  convention?  What  was  that 
nieettng  but  a  convention  of  delegates  from 
diliirent  towns  and  counties  throughout  Eng- 
Jhim)  f — Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  a  meeting  or 

coovention  of  delegates,  appointed  by  the  dif^ 
lierent  committees  of  difiercnt  counties  and 

great  towns  in  Englaod?^!  have  not   an 
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exact  recollection  at  this  time  how  that  meet- 

ing was  composed,  but  I  did  not  consider  it 
as  a  meeting  of  persons  who  were  authorized 
to  act  for  any  but  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Tooke. — ^Then  I  will  not  trouble  you 
with  any  other  questions,  because  this  quel 
tion  I  shall  have  answered  by  many  oth< 
persons,  and  it  is  not  fit  I  should  vex  your  r 
collection. — I  will  ask  merely  one  question- 
I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  it — pcrhaj 
sir,  you  may  be  able  lo  recollect  that  the  p« 
tition  was  objecled  lo  in  the  House  of  Com- 

mons upon  llmi  very  ground,  tliat  it  came 
from  persons  in  a  delegated  capacity?— No 
petition  came  from  the  meeting  to  which  I allude. 

But  that  meeline  was  the  ground,  caus€|g 
and  be&inning  of  inose  petitions  which  aftei wards  followed? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  imdcrstand 
your  question  to  be,  whether  any  petitions  to 
parliament  were  objected  to  in  parliament  as 
coming  from  delegated  persons? 

Mr.  Pitt.— I  have  no  recollection  in  my 
mind  of  any  petitions  subsequent  to  that 
meeting  that  were  objected  to  upon  the  ground 
stated ;  at  this  disUnce  of  time  I  cannot 

pretend  to  speak  positively  to  that  circum^ stance. 

Mr.  loo^e.-^Your  lordship  will  see  that  I 
avoid  asking  these  questions  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  not  thinking  it  fair 
that  he  -jhould  be  called  upon  at  this  distance 
of  time  lor  a  recoUeclion  of  such  minute  par- 
ticular:^  a^  these,  thoudi  I  am. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyrc.^Aud  if  you 
prove  it  by  olher  evidence  it  certainly  will 
regular  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.— I  mean  to  as 
whether  the  persons  who  compo^d  that  meet^ 
ing  attended  as  delegates  of  the  people ;  who«l 
ther  they  were  to  act  for  themselves, 
merely  for  the  persons  who  sent  them  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrc.*-That  questiol was  answered. 

Mr.  Pitt — I  understood  those  persons 
expressing  their  own  sentiments,  not  bindingj 
olhers. 

I^rd  Chief  Justice  -Eyre — Nor  deputed  bj 
others  ? — I  do  not  know  but  that  some* 
those  individuals  might  have  been  depute 
fur  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  object 
an  applicatiou  to  parliament ;  I  cannot  stat 
exactly  how  that  meeting  was  composed.* 

Richard    BrinUcy   Sheridan^    esq,    swom^ 
Examined  by  Mr,  Enkine. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ? — Ves. 
Have  yoM  ever  seen  hiin  at  any  mecti 

held  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining;  a  parlif 
mentary    r^'fonn  ?— I   have    met    him,    ccr.^ 
taiuly,  at  several  metlings  held  for  the  pur-j 
pose  of  ubtdining  a  parliamentary  reform*      ̂  

•  See  what  was  «iid  bv  Mr.  Pitt  at  the 

conclusion   of  Mr.  Sheridan's  cxaminatioi 
ifj/r«i,  p.  3W. 

?  C 
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Be  so  good  &a  to  state  to  the  Court  what 

those  meetings  were,  or  any  one  of  ̂ ose  meet- 
ing P— I  met  him  in  different  assodations,  I 

think  in  the  year  1780 ;  and  I  rather  think- 
but  really  I  am  not  quite  certain— in  a  con- 

vention or  meeting  to  which  different  dele- 
gates from  various  parts  of  the  kinedom  were 

sent,  who  were  deputed  to  consiaer  of  the 
best  means  of  promotins  the  object  of  par- 
iiamentary  reform.— Delegates  from  coun- 
tieS|  towns,  and  different  partSj  to  promote 
the  object  of  parliamentanr  reform^  and  to 

act  for  those  who  deputed  them. ' Perhaps  you  know  this  business  more  fully 
than  It  has  been  hitherto  stated,  from  havins 
been  yourself  a  delegate  from  some  district? 
— I  was  a  dele^te  for  Westminster,  with,  I 
think,  five  or  six  other  gentlemen. 

What  was  the  nature  of  your  deputation  ? 
— The  purpose  of  our  appointment  was,  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  other  deputies  or  dele- 

gates ;  to  correspond  with  other  societies,  as- 
sociated to  promote  the  object  of  parliamen- 

tary reform ;  and,  certainly,  by  all  legal  and 
constitutional  means,  to  interest  and  engage 
the  public  mind  in  tnat  object,  with  an  ex- 

pectation, certunW,  that  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic opinion  woula  so  far  operate  upon  the 

House  of  Commons  as  that  we  might  ulti- 
mately gain  our  object;  without  wnich  in- 
fluence or  interposition  on  the  part  of  the 

people,  we  certainly  had  no  hopes  from  the llouse  of  Commons. 
Did  the  inhabitants  of  Westminster,  such 

as  were  friendly  to  reform,  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  their  delegates  how  that  object 
should  be  best  accomplished  in  a  legal  and  con- 

stitutional mode  r— In  my  opinion  they  con- 
fided the  means  to  them  entirely. 

Was  it  not  a  thing  as  notonous  as  that  I 
am  now  speaking  to  you,  that  these  dele- 

gates did  act  for  other  societies,  and  not 
merely  for  themselves?— I  think  we  never 
signed  any  resolutions,  or  put  forth  any 
paper,  in  which  we  did  not  state  ourselves 
to  be  delegates  acting  for  other  people. 

Do  vou  think  it  is  possible  that  a  man 
could  belong  to  that  society,  without  seeing 
that  those  people  with  whom  he  associated 
were  persons  of  that  character  and  descrip- 

tion. Is  it  possible  that  a  person  could  be- 
long to  such  an  association  as  you  are  de- 

scribine,  composed  of  various  persons,  in  de- 
IcgatecT  characters,  and  signing  their  names 
as  delegates,  without  kuowmg  that  they  were 
acting  for  others? — Certainly  no  person 
coukj  belong  to  that  sort  of  society  or  con- 

vention tliat  I  am  speaking  of  without  know- 
ing it,  because  he  could  not  have  attended  it 

without  being  himself  appointed  by  some 
other  body  of  people. 

You  say  you  have  occasionally  seen  Mr. 
IIorneTooke  at  these  meetings,  which  had 
for  their  object,  by  the  extei^ing  the  influ- 

ence of  the  puLUc  opinion,  to  interest  and 
engage  the  public  mind,  and  tliereby  procure 
a  reform  from  parliADient;  M  Mr.  Uoroe 
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Tooke  dissent  firom  or  assent  to  the  proposi- 
tions that  were  ̂ lade  at  thest  meetings?— I 

do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke's  dissenting  m>m  the  general  plan  upon 
which  we  were  aU  acting  and  for  which  we 
were  associated. 

Did  Mr.  Tooke  come  there  as  a  critic  upon 
your  proceedings,  or  to  assist  and  aid  im  the 
accomplishment  of  your  obj^^t  P— I  oooceive 
Mr.  Tooke  came  with  the  same  purpose  and 
object  which  we  all  did. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyr«.— Was  he  a  dele- 
gate f— I  do  not  exactly  recollect ;  I  imagiiit 

at  some  of  those  meetings  Mr.  Tooke  must 
have  been  a  delegate. 
Mr.  Attorney  Geacro/.-— What  mnabei 

might  there  be  of  delmtes?— At  one  tune  e 
very  considerable  number,  firom  a  greel  num- 

ber of  the  most  populous  and  respectable 
counties  and  towns,  Yorkshire.  York,  Devon- 

shire, and  a  number  of  n^emoers  of  perlia- 
ment  were  there. 

Mr.  Zriftine.— Were  you  delegiited  to  draw 
up  a  petition^  to.  consider  the  language  in 
which  a  petition  should  be  drawn  up,  or  de- 

legated generally  to  consider  how,  oy  letal 
and  constitutional  means,  reform  should  oe 
obtained  ? — Certainly  we  considered  ourselves 
as  delegated  generally  to  pursue  the  best 
and  the  strongest  legal  means  to  obtain  our 

object. 
was  the  act  of  petitioning,  the  time  when^ 

the  mode,  and  to  whom  the  petition  shoidd 
be  addressed,  left  to  the  dele^tes?— Cer- 

tainly we  were  very  much  of  opinion  that  pe* 
titions  (except  for  the  form  of  the  thing,  and 
the  appearance  of  it),  till  they  came  generally 
from  the  whole  body  of  the  people  to  the 
House  of  Commons  were  perfectly  irivoknis 
and  useless. 

You  were  of  that  opinion,  with  the  duke 
of  Richmond  ? — I  was  of  that  opinion  with 
the  duke  of  Richmond,  certainly. 

I  understand  you  associated  yourselves  to- 
gether as  delegates  in  order  to  collect  the 

public  sentiment  upon  that  head? — Un- 
doubtedly ;  and  expecting  that,  at  least,  we 

should  have  delegates  or  deputies  meet  in  a 
much  larger  meeting  or  convention  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Now,  by  collecting  the  public  opinion  so  as 
to  make  it  operate  upon  the  House  of  Com- 

mons, was  It  ever  intended  that  it  should 
operate  upon  the  House  of  Commons  by  rio^ 
lence  and  force,  and  rebellion  ?  —  Certainly 
not  by  any  thing  like  violence  or  force ;  but 
we  certainly  did  expect  to  create  a  degree  of 
awe  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  us  and  our 

proceedings — Not  a  wrong  or  improper  awe^ 
but  that  sort  of  awe  and  respect  wnich  we 
conceived  the  House  of  Commont  were 

bound  to  pav,  and  must  pay,  to  the  jutt  len- 
timents  of  the  people  at  large,  when  ooUectedk 
and  expressed. 

As  every  thing  must  have  a  beginnlMaitf 
a  progress,  this  was  to  go  on .  piuiiMpfl^H 
firom  small  numbers  to  greater  nURMMip^  ivi 
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ce  to  gretler,  unul  ̂ ou  could  siii^ 
rouod  p«rUament  with  the  voice  of  Ihe  peo* 
{tie  f^-UerUiAly   that  was  our  purpose  and 
ivpc. 

Richard  BritMl^  Sheridan,  esq. — ExacDino4 
by  Mr  Tooke. 

00  you  recollect  the  Ulh  of  July,  1790, 
the  first  meetiiiE  vfhioii  was  called  as  tux  auni- 

irersory  of  the  French  Rerolution  ? — Do  you 
recollect  ineelmg  on  that  day?— I  recollect 
perfectly  attending  an  anniversary  dinner  at 
the  tCrown  and  Anchor,  to  celebrate  either 
tlie  taking  the  Bastilc  or  the  acceptance  of 
the  constitution :  in  short,  to  celebrate  ihe  es- 
UbiuhmeDt  of  the  Revolution  in  Fnince. 

Do  you  recollect  who  took  the  chair  f~ 
lord  Sunhope. 
Do  you  recollect,  at  that  meeting,  lord 

Stanhope  being  in  the  chair,  that  you  made  a 
CDOtion  in  these  words,  or  to  this  effect-^ 
^  That  this  meeting  docs  most  cordially  re^ 
joke  in  the  establi^nient  and  confirmation 

L  Q^Ji^'^y  *"  France ;  and  that  it  beholds 
^^rij^aecalisr  satisfaction  the  sentiments  of 
^^^^^HiAd  good-will  which  appear  to  pervade 
^^^^^Bppte  of  that  country  towards  thts  king- 
H^^HfcpeciaHy  at  a  time  when  it  is  the  mani- 
r^i^Wtcrest  of  botli  stales  that  nothing 

ihould  interrupt  Ihe  harmony  that  at  present 
fubusts  between  them,  and  which  h  so  es 
seoti&l  for  the  freedom  and  ha^>pincss  not 

only  of  both  nations  but  of  all  mankind/' 
1  recollect  moving  the  resolution  myself; 

•ad  I  imagine  (I  cannot  be  positive,  having 
Aocopy  of  it,  and  not  having  that  circum- 
^tUlcc  much  cailtd  to  my  recolleclion,  till  I 
heard  it  mentioned  by  Mr.  Er&kine}  but  I 
coDceJvc  that  is,  word  for  word,  the  resolu* 
tMo  Ibat  I  wrote  and  moved. 

Do  you  recollect  that  I,  being  then  and 
ibcfi*  pr»^«.rnt  iriiide  no  objection  to  the  mo- 
tlao,  t  *jd  a  strong  desire  that  some 

5P*'i6  c.  .fusion  might  be  added  unto 
uid  rencral  nioiion  of  approbation  of  the 
Fmcb  Revolution — Did  I  express  my  full 
a|>pfotjAtion  of  that  motion ;  and  did  I,  or 
dw  X  oot,  at  that  time,  mention  the  danger 
of  misinterpretation  or  misapprehensiion  of 
others  who  were  not  friendly  to  Ihe  liberty  of 

Fnace  f — 1  should  state  that  that  which  'was 
moved  by  me,  was  not  hastily  drawn  up  at 
1h^  *■-"'  but  1  went  there  with  a  great  V*ody 
t  Sle  geuUenien,  mostly  oelonging 

U  i^^  ''■  -iii;  Club,  upon  an  invitation  Irom 
tbe  •tcwarus  the  diiy  before,  and  upon  lull 
OQoaideration  with  rci^pect  to  the  ̂ jropriety 
of  attending  this  mecling,  at  which  lord 
Staithope  was  advertised  to  be  in  the  chair,  I 
ttatefl  tn.»t  some  intemperate  resolution  mi^^hl 
be  oiovcd  in  whicli  I  did  not  choose  lo  be  im- 

]^llCAlcd ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  proposed  that 
wt  ibotild  draw  up  a  resolution,  tliis  was 
done  bv  me,  and  the  resolution, just  read,  wus 
tbsD  mwn  up,  it  was  moved  by  me  ̂ oon 
after  dmner,  1  tlunk  upon  my  health  being 
drwnky  and  it  wafl  received  with  rery  great  ap- 
pco^tioo* 

A.  D.  1794. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Kyrc— The  point  is, 
how  Mr.  Home  Tookc  conducted  himself?— 
I  remember  perfectly  the  circumstance  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  did  not  directly  object  to 
the  resolution,  but  just  as  it  was  soiog  to  be 
put  he  rose,  I  thirik  he  first  of  jul  proposed 
an  amendment  to  it.  I  remember  very  dis- 

tinctly his  stating  that  un  unqualified  appro- 
bation of  the  French  Revolution,  in  the  terms 

in  which  I  had  moved  it,  might  produce  an 
ill  effect  out  of  doors;  that  it  might  induce 
a  disposition  to  revohition  in  this»  country,  of 
if  it  did  not  produce  that  effect,  at  least,  it 
was  capable  of  being  misrepresented  so  as  to 
be  stated  to  have  tliat  object  and  intention-^ 

I  think,  1  recollect  perfectly  Mr.  Fookc^s  ad* 
verting  in  bis  speecn  to  the  circuiu&tiiice  of  j 
all  the  gentlemen  at  the  meeting,  having  n%-, 
tional  cockades  in  their  hats,  which  we  all 
had— he  argued  the  necessity  of  qualifying 
our  approbation  of  the  French  Revolution, 
and  the  establishment  of  liberty  in  Fnuice, 
with  a  declaration  of  our  attachment  to  the 
principlesofourown constitution.  I  rememlier», 
perfectly,  his  speaking  in  a  figurative  manner 
and  describing  the  former  covernment  of 
France,  as  a  vessel  so  ibul  and  decayed,  that^ 

repair  merely  could  not  save  it  from'  destruc- tion— I  cannot  be  positive  to  the  words,  I  am 
positive  lo  the  purport  of  those  words,  I  am 
going  to  state  now — I  am  quite  positive  to 
the  very  terms,  that  in  contrasting  our  siatc 
he  said,  thank  God,  the  main  timbers  of  our 
constitution  are  sound,  having  before  observed 
that  some  reform  were  essentially  necessary, 
I  remember  the  conversation,  or  debate,  the 
more  accurately  from  the  circumstance  of 
those  sentiments  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke  hav- 

ing been  received  by  some  violent  people,  or 
by  people  who  mistook  his  intention,  with 
great  disapprobation,  and  with  very  rude  in- 

terruption, inasmuch  that,  I  believe,  lord 
Stanhope,  the  chairman,  interfered  lo  pre- serve order, 

Mr.  AnorneyGeneral.~-Th^l  it  might  pro- 
duce a  revolution  did  you  say  .' 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.-^A  disposition  to revolution. 

Mr.  Tooke.— Is  that  the  only  time  in  which 
you  remember  me,  in  different  meetings,  to 
have  been  received  with  great  disapprobalioo^* 

or  have  you  frequently,  or  more  than  once' 
known  me  to  be  received  by  very  lar-^e  com- 

panies, with  very  great  disapprobation? — 
In  very  many  public  meetings  I  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  with,  and  to  oppose  Mr. 
Tooke^I  have  frequently  seen  him  received 
with  very  considerable  marks  of  di*«approba- 
lion,  but  I  never  saw  them  much  affect  him 

Mr.  Tooke, — My  question,  upon  that  head, 
was  to  show  that  I  was  likely  to  have  very 
troublesome  subjects,  after  1  had  defKised  our 
lord  the  king,  lor  I  was  constantly  received 
with  very  great  disapprobation. 

Do  you  recollect,  whether  these  words,  or 
the  substance,  was  the  motion  which  I  made 
at  this  meeting,  a(\er  the  other  motion  had 
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been  carried:  <<We  feel  equal  satis&ctioD 
that  the  subjects  of  England,  by  tke  virtuous 
exertions  of  their  ancestors,  have  not  so  ar- 

duous a  task  to  perform  as  the  French  have 
had ;  but  have  onlv  to  maintain  and  improve 
the  constitution,  which  their  ancestors  have 
transmitted  to  them?" — I  recollect  Mr.  Tooke 
proposed  either  precisely  those  words,  or 
words  to  that  effect,  as  an  amendment  I 

opposed  the  amendment  on  the  eround  gene- 
rally, that  we  met  there,  as  the  aBvertisement 

had  published,  to  give  our  opinion,  and  ex- 
press our  approbation  of  the  establishment  of 

liberty  in  France,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
old  despotic  government,  which  we  conceived 
to  have  been  the  constant  enemy  of  this 
country,  therefore,  I  objected  to  any  amend- 

ment being  grafted  upon  that,  because  there 
might  be  persons  in  tne  company  who  might 
not  agree,  that  there  was  any  reform  neces- 

sary m  this  country,  and  it  was  introducing 
dcbateable  matter,  which  might  disturb  the 
harmony  of  the  company — I  think  Mr.  Tooke 
withdrew  the  amendment  afterwards,  and 
moved  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  and  bavins 
overcome  the  opposition  and  tumult  by  cool- 

ness and  perseverance,  it  was  afterwards 
adopted  as  unanimously  as  my  resolution  bad 
been  before. 

Mr.  Tooke, — Mr.  Sheridan  stated,  that  his 
motion  was  not  a  sudden  one,  but  well  deli- 

berated upon  before  for  the  purpose  of  mode- 
ration. I  beg  the  attorney-general  will  ob- 

serve, that  I  moderated  the  moderator. 

Richard  Brintley  Sheridan f  esq. — Cross-exa- 
mined by  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

You  stated,  I  think,  that  it  was  in  the  year 
1790,  when  this  meeting  was  held  to  cele- 

brate the  French  Revolution  ? — In  the  year 
1790. 

Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  of  the  year 
it  was? — In  the  Summer,  I  think. 

The  14lh  of  July  ?— Yes. 
Do  you  recollect  what  name,  what  title,  the 

people  there  assumed  ? — I  do  not,  I  should 
think  the  title  was  simply — **  Friends  to  the 
establishment  of  the  liberty  of  France." 

Is  it — "  The  Friends  of  liberty  in  London, 
assembled  the  14th  of  July,  1790,  to  celebrate 

the  French  Revolution  ?" — It  might  be. 
As  the  friends  of  liberty  you  met  in  Lon- 

don to  celebrate  the  French  Revolution? — 
Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  a  meeting  of  the  same 
sort  in  1791  ?-4  recollect  there  was  a  similar 
meeting  called. 

Were  you  present  at  that  second  meet- 
ing ? — I  was  not  present,  hut  I  was  not  ab- 

sent from  any  alteration  in  my  opinion. 
You  do  nut  know  what  passed  at  that 

meeting,  on  the  14th  of  July  1791?— I 
know  wh  it  pa^scd  at  a  meeting  1  was  pre- 

sent at,  nut  at  a  meeting  1  was  not  present  at. 

You  said,  I  think,  that  Mr.  Tuukc*s  propo- 
sition was,  to  qualify  the  address  you  proposed, 

and  that  what  he  sakl  upon  the  subject  was 

received,  by  some  violent  people,  with  greet 
disapprobation  ?— I  imagine  it  must  be  from 
some  violent  people. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  disapprobatioQ 
signified?— A  great  deal  of  hitting,  and  in- 

terruption, every  mark  of  disapprobatioDy 
whicn  is  common  in  public  meetings  of  that 
sort. 

A  disapprobatbn  of  the  amendment  that 
was  proposed,  or  of  any  thing  that  was  said 
b^  Mr.  Tooke?— Certainly,  the  disapproba- 

tion proceeded  finom  persons  who  appeared  to 
differ  from  Mr.  Tooke,  and  to  ooDdemn  the 
moderation  of  his  principles. 

You  spoke  of  a  meeting  of  persons  in  the 
year  1780,  who  were  described  as  delegates — 
Do  you  recollect  at  what  time  of  the  year  that 
meeting  was?— I  think  it  must  have  been 
in  the  year  1780,  but  I  cannot  be  positive. 

Were  there  more  than  one  such  meeting? — 
First  of  all  there  was  the  Westminster  asso- 

ciation, a  committee  appointed  by  the  West- 
minster association — tnen  there  was  a  meet- 

ing called  the  Quintuple  Alliance,  a  general 
meeting,  which  had  for  its  more  immediate 
object  the  promoting  a  plan  of  economical  re- 

form, but  which  avowealy  aimed  and  pointed 
at  apian  of  parliamentary  reform— m  that 
meeting  we  sat  for  a  considerable  time  in 
Guildhall,  in  the  city  of  London,  by  permis- 

sion of  the  lord  mayor,  and  court  of  Alder- 
men, attended  by  their  officers. 

You  said  that  the  delegates,  at  this  meet- 
ing, were  persons  who  professed  to  act  for 

those  who  deputed  them — did  they  propose 
to  act  for  an}r  persons  who  did  not  depute 
them? — Certainly  not. 

In  the  name,  or  on  behalf  of  any  persons 
who  did  not  depute  them  ? — i  should  have 
thought  that  a  very  absurd  and  extraordinary 
proposition,  and  having  no  recollection  of 
any  such,  I  suppose  nobody  absurd  enough 
to  propose  any  such  thing. 

Then  those  that  were  in  the  character  of 

delegates,  you  understood,  professed  to  act 
for,  and  in  the  name  of  those  by  whom  they 
were  deputed  as  delegates  ? — Certainly. 

Were  there  any  persons  who  attended 
those  meetings,  that  were  not  in  the  charac- 

ter of  delegates  ? — I  remember  at  a  meeting 
at  the  King's  Arms,  in  Westminster,  a  num- 

ber of  persons  attending,  who,  I  should  con- 
ceive, were  not  delegates;  I  am  not  confi- 

dent, but  I  remember  our  examining  the  duke 
of  Portland,  with  respect  to  words  spoken  by 
lord  Hillsborough*  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
throwing  the  imputation  of  faction  and  sedi- 

tion upon  these  conventions  and  delegations. 
—I  should  suppose  the  duke  of  Portland  was 
introduced  for  the  puqiose  of  giving  Ibis  in- 

formation, as  to  the  words  to  which  we  exa- 
min<*d  him,  but  that  he  was  not  a  delegate. 

Were  you  in  parliament  in  the  year  1780  ? 
—I  was  not  in  parliament;  but  my  havine 
been  in  parliament  certainly  has  not  altered 

•  See  New  Pari  Hist.  VoL  SO,  p.  1353. 
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conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  reform 

I  came  into  parliaroenl  in  1780,  but  I  was 
tr  ->--''-nient  whcti  I  ftrst  belonged  to 

W  .  .1  any  meeting  of  the  same  sort^ 
X  1782?— If  there  were  any  raeel- 
II-  s^rae  sort,  I  am  positive  I  roust 

L  *  them,  for  I  never  liave  altered 
}'  ,  nor  avoided  any  opportunity 
prucuvUiig  ibe  object  I  then  professed  to 

I  ou  do  not  recollect  being  preiient  at  any 

ecting  in  tTB'ii  ?— I  do  not  exactly  recoJIect 
lune. 

\rd  lirintley  Shertdan^  esq,  re-examioed 
by  Mr,  Tookt. 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  is  nccessar>'  for  me  to  set 
bt  what  appear*  tu  be  imagined  by  the 
ned    counsel,    by    some    question    thai 
a«k.ed — was  tliat  anniversary  meeting  on 
French  Revolutiun,   bf-forc  or  after  the 

cslmins^ler  election,  in  the  year  1790  ? — 
think  thai  must  have  been  after  the  elec- 
Dn. 

You  said  a  great  number  of  the  Whig  Club 

'  to  attend— were  there  many  of  that 
attending  that  meeting  f — A  great  num- 

Do  you  suppose  that  the  particular  per- 
viaUncc  a^^inst  me,  nn^ht  not  arise 

the  jjeotlemen  of  the  Whig  Club,  who 
unanimously  been  supporting  Mr.  Fox, 

oppot^ition   to  me,  at   that   ̂ Westminster 
tion  ?— There  certainly  was,  in  the  party 

was  in,  no  curdi&J  good-will  towards  Mr. 
rooke. 

Mr*  Ttio^.— The  opposition  was  personal, 
'  not  to  the  motion  *  for  afterwar as,  when 

c»me  to   hear   the  moderate  language 
they  unanimou&iy  adupteil  my  nioiion. 
Chief  Justice  £v'*£. —VVIicndue*  Mr. 

ridan  understand  the  first  meeting  of  de- 
ile*  to    have  been   held,  and   where?-— 

lere  was  a   meeting  of  delegates   held,,  I 
ik,  m  an  auction- room  somewhere  near 

street;    but  as  to  the  time  I  cannot  be 
te;   1  rather  think  I  did  not  attend  ;  I 

either  unwell,    or  something  prevented 
4  remember  Mr,  Thomas  Grcnvitle  was 

delegate  for  the  city  of  Westminster. 
Ijord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— Do  you  happen 

io  know  how  many  met,  and  for  how  many 
places  they  were  delegated  ?— I  am  sorry  I 
have  not  refreshed  ray  memory  upon   that 
subiect,  but  the  proceedings  are  all  collected 
and  prmted. 

LortJ  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Do  you  recol- 
lect wtiere  the  next  meeting  wai  ? — I  reallv 

do  not ;  t  rather  think  the  next  was  in  Guild- 
hall. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £[yre,— Was  that  a 
incetmg  of  tlje  same  delegates  from  the  *arac 
placet,  or  was  it  a  meeting  of  other  persons  ? 
—I  fefii  preliy  sure  of  other  persons. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Fi/re,—Of  persons  that 
wBft  known  by  the  name  of  the  Quintuple  Alli- 

ance ?— Certainly  not— I  am  pretty  positive not— I  am  sure  not. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  ISyntf.— Do  you  think  it 

was  a  meeting  of  other  delegates?— I  knew 
very  few  of  the  genUcroen;  they  were  gentle- 

men from  different  parts  of  England,  who 
produced  their  powers. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yf€,— What  was  the 
next  meeting  you  recollect ?— I  do  not  know 
whether  the  meetings  were  very  formally  se- 

parated, or  grew  thin,  and  fell  off  wiUiout  any 
fonnal  breaJking  up. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej/re. — Do  you  recollect 
any  meeting  of  delegates  at  anv  oUier  places? 
—I  forget  the  nature  of  the  meeting  at 
the  Thatched -house;  nor  am  I  sure  that  I 
was  at  it  ?  1  rather  think  I  was  not:  I  do  not 
think  that  could  be  called  a  meeting  of  dele^ 

^tcs,  though  there  were  certamly  persons 
inere  that  were  not  meml>ers  of  parliament 

At  the  duke  of  Richmond's  house  in  Privy 
Gardens,  I  remember  proposing  that  Mr.  Pin 
should  be  requested  to  move  a  reform  of  par- 

liament in  the  House  of  Commons. 
I»rd  Chief  Juntice  Eyre. — That  is  all  that 

you  recollect  particularly  of  the  meetmgs  f   

Yes. Mr.  Attorney  Generai^'My  learned  friend is  calline  one  witness  to  contradict  another. 

Mr.  £r*kine, — I  am  not  calling  one  witness 
to  contradict  anulher. 

Lord  Chief  Jujilice  Eyre  —There  was  some 
question  that  tended  that  way  undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Pitt. — I  understood  r  was  isked  only 
to  the  meeting  al  thi*  Tbjitchcd- house ;  I  also 
recollect  being  present  at  a  meeting  of  the 

duke  of  Richmond's, Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — t  understood 
you  to  give  no  account  of  the  meeting  at  the 

duke  ot  Richmond's  ? 
Mr.  Piff.— Thill  being  mentioned,  I  wish 

not  to  correct  my  evidence,  for  I  have  no- 
thing to  correct  in  it ;  but  to  add,  that  there 

was  a  meeting  previous  to  my  makin;; 
the  motion  for  a  pariiamentj*ry  reform,  not 
at  the  Thatched  hou^e,  but  at  the  duke 

of  Richmond's;  and  at  which  were  present  s 
considtrttble  number,  I  believe,  ol  members 
of  parliament,  and  some  persons  who  were 
not  members  of  parliament,  and  who,  I 
conceive,  had  been  delegated  from  different 
county  meetmgs,  and  several  cities  and 
towns. 

The  Right  Honourable  VkarleM  Earl  Stanhope, 
sworn. — Enammed  by  Mr.  Enkine, 

Your  lordship  was  in  the  chair  at  the  mcct*"^ 
ing  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sheridan?— I  perfectly 
recollect  having  been  in  the  chair  at  a  public 
meeting,  held  on  the  I4th  day  of  July,  m  the 
year  1790,  one  year  after  the  Ba^tite  had  been 
pulled  down,  and  we  met  to  celebrate  that 

glorious  event.  • 

♦Sec  •*  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  John  Home 
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What  number  of  persons  attended  that 

meetine,  and  of  what  descriptions  ?-*Some 
hundreds  of  a  very  respectable  description. 

Does  your  lordship  remember  the  gentle- 
man at  the  bar  being  present  f — Most  per- 

fectly.   Mr.  Sheridan  was  there. 
Does  your  lordshio  remember  the  motion 

made  by  Mr.  Sheridan — the  resolution  pro- 
posed by  him  ?— To  the  best  of  my  recollec- 

tion the  health  of  Mr.  Sheridan  was  drank ; 
something  of  that  sort  introduced  it;  and  he 
made  his  motion,  which  was,  as  far  as  I 
could  hear,  as  it  was  read  to  this  Court  this 
day. 
Does  ̂ our  lordship  remember  what  Mr. 

Tooke  sud  previous  to  his  moving  that  reso- 
lution, which  was  also  read  ? — Mr.  Shflridan 

bad,  t£  I  recollect,  thanked  them,  and  ex- 
pressed his  pleasure,  when  they  drank  his 

health,  of  the  approbatbn 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Em. — Your  lordship 

is  asked  respecting  Mr.  Tooke? — Mr.  Tooke 
having  spoken  respectine  the  approbation  of 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  the  pfeasure  ne  had  in  the 
approbation  of  the  gentlemen  present,  and 
the  puMic,  he  said  something  to  this  effect: 
that  he  hsul  been  in  the  habit  of  flattering 
women,  but  he  did  not  like  to  flatter  men. 
He  was  hissed  for  this,  and,  I  believe,  he  was 
the  more  hissed,  because  it  was  a  little  after 
the  Westminster  election.  Af^  that  Mr. 
Tooke  went  on,  and  he  did  not  speak  so  re- 
snectfiilly  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
Sneridan,  though  he  did  not  oppose  it,  as,  I 
confess,  I  wished :  but  he  stated  the  danger 
of  its  being  misunderstood,  and  misconceived 
by  the  public,  and  advised  something  to  be 
added;  I  think  he  proposed  as  an  amend- 

ment, that  something  should  be  added  about 
our  own  constitution ;  he  said  something  about 

ship's  timbers ;  and,  I  think,  I  recollect  an 
expression  that  he  used,  which  was,  that  all 
our  timbers  were  sound :  he  was  very  much 
hissed  and  hooted,  indeed,  for  it ;  as  far  as  I 
could  recollect  they  conceived  he  was  talking 
about  venal  boroughs ;  but  I,  who  knew  that 
he  was  a  friend  to  a  reform  of  parliament,  did 
not  understand  him  in  that  sense ;  I  under- 

stood him  to  mean  the  main  timbers  of  the 
constitution;  at  the  same  time  I  did  not 
much  like  the  expression,  because  it  was 
liable  to  be  so  misunderstood.  It  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  I  could  procure  Mr.  Tooke 
a  hearing,  for  they  seemed  very  angry  at 
him ;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could 
h:ivc  procured  him  a  very  patient  hearing,  if  I 
had  not  dune  something  to  this  effect ;  I  ex- 
Eostulated  with  them  on  the  propriety  of 
caring  him ;  I  do  not  remember  my  words, 

but  I  said  tu  this  effect,  that  they  might  hear 
him  first,  and  hiss  him  afterwards;  and  then 
ihcv  did  hear  him.  I  think  there  was  some 

littfc  debate  about  Mr.  Tooke's  motion ;  and, 
at  last— not  wishing  to  mix  a  sober  approba- 

tion of  that  event  m  France,  which  wo  cx- 
prcsMMl  by  the  resolution  we  hoped  would 
producer  peace  between  the  two  countries, 
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with  any  thinft  relative  to  our  homa  politics 
— the  proposaTof  Mr.  Tooke  was  made  as  a 
separate  motion ;  and  the  substance  of  that 
separate  motion  was,  to  the  best  of  my  me- 

mory and  recollection,  that  we  did  not  want 
a  revolution  in  this  country,  but  an  amend* 
ment,  in  some  respects;  and  the  resolu- 

tion, was,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  as  stated this  day. 

At  that  time,  from  the  date,  the  company 
all  knew  that  the  constitution  of  1789  vras  es- 

tablished in  France  ?— There  had  been,  pro- 
perly  speaking,  the  constitution  of  1789 ;  I 
cannot  speak  to  what  passed  in  France  of  my 
own  knowledge ;  but  there  were  two  constitu- 

tions, according  to  my  memoiy,  one  that  was 
finished  sometime,  I  believe,  in  the  year 
1789,  and  then  that  same  was  perfecttd,  and 
was  not  finished  till  1791.  It  was  technically 
commonly  then  called  the  French  constitution 
of  1789,  1790,  and  1791. 

Hasyoiur  lordship  any  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  disapprobation,  signified  by  part  of 
the  company,  to  Mr.  Tooke,  before  they 
knew  what  he  was  about  to  propose,  arose 
from  a  disposition  in  that  company,  as  far  as 
it  was  signified  by  them  to  introduce  any 
thing  like  disorder  or  anardiy  in  thiscounti^? 
— As  it  appeared  to  me  there  were  a  number 
of  gentlemen  that,  without  any  disrespect  to 
them,  you  might  technically  call  Foxites ;  Mr. 
Tooke,  it  is  well  known,  stood  a^inst  Mr. 
Fox  for  Westminster,  and  Mr.  Tooke  not 
being  very  civil  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  they  hissed him. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  believe,  from  know- 
ing the  character  and  complexion  of  the  per- 
sons present,  that  there  were  among  tnem 

any  persons  who  wished  to  subvert  and  des* 
troy  the  government  of  this  country  ? — I  am 
perfectly  persuaded,  by  the  demeanour  and 
conduct  of  the  gentlemen  there,  and  as  far  as 
I  knew  of  them,  that  they  had  no  such  inten- tion. 

Your  lordship  at  least  knows  your  own  in- 
tention ? — Most  certainly. 

When  did  you  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  I  forget  when  you  be- 

came earl  Stanhope  ?— I  was  in  tlie  House  of 
Lords  at  tlie  time  of  this  meeting. 

But,  hi  1782,  you  were  lord  Mahon,  if  I 
recollect  right? — Yes,  and  I  was  in  1785. 

Was  your  lordship  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  during  the  life  of  your  father? 
— During  the  latter  part  of  his  life ;  I  came 
into  parliament,  I  think,  at  the  general  elec- 

tion, in  the  end  of  the  year  1780. 
Does  your  lordsliip  remember  attending 

any,  and  what  meetings,  upon  the  subject  of 
parhamcntary  reform? — Ob^  I  attended  a  great 
many  of  them. 

Be  so  good  as  describe  those  meetings 
at  which  you  saw  Mr.  Home  Tooke — what 
were  the  nature  and  description  of  those 
meetings  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £3^re.— First  of  all,  did 
you  see  Mr.  Home  Tooke  at  any  of  these 
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ffUMtUns%?— 1  Am|>orrccity  cerUin  I  <lid;  I 
WA3  al  th«  meeting  that  waa  bdd  at  the  duke 

i-  I , :  .  I.  ,_      .,  J'      I..  '.    ,. CI    .         ..'  '- '      f.. 

£yre.^ — Was  Mr  Home 
Ita'vrx^  ,;*x,-  i  L^iieve  He  was,  bull  caxi- 
DOf  be  certain^I  was  there. 

Mr.  Attorney  GtnrraL — That  U  nothing  at 
iMiTpow;    votir  lordship  ought  to 

K :  !  1 1  lc9  of  eY^aence  better— be  so  good 
«$  iolurm  us  of  any  thing  ilial  passed  at  the 

meetrogs  where  Mr.  Horue  Tooke  was  ?— I 
have  ftome  recollection  of  it— but  I  cannot  b« 
eerlain  whether  be  was  there  or  not. 

Mr  iiVsftine.— Be  so  g^od  as  to  go  to  any 
meeting  held»  at  which  yoM  saw  Mr,  Tooke  f 
—I  am  pretty  certain  thai  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
v*M  at  the  meeting  that  was  held  at  the 
Thatched- house  tavern,  in  the  year  1783 ; 
it  w«9  a  sliort  time  afler  Mr.  Pitt's  first  mo- 

tion, for  Mr,  Pitt  made  three  roolions^Mr. 
Pttfsftrel  motion  fur  parliamentary  reform 
had  been  negatived  by  the  House  of  Cora- 
monSy  wlierc  it  was  moved — the  first  motion 
of  Mr.  Pitt  was  a  kind  of  general  motion  to 

go  into  ft  committee* — his  second  was  more 
pxriicuiar  ;t  ̂ mwJ  his  third  motion,  which  was 
lu  l?85,t  1  think  was,  to  advance  a  million 
stettiog,  for  the  purpose  of  bujrine  up  bo- 

roi^a ;  and  it  was  afier  Mr.  Pitt's  hrst  rao* lion  wah  rejected,  that  this  meeting  was  at 
ItieThalched-house;  and  Mr.  Pitt  wa^  there, 
Mr.  WyviJI  was  there,  the  duke  of  Richmond 
w  there^  and  I  dare  say  I  could  recollect 
others. 

If  I  understand  you  rt^ht,  at  the  time  of 
Uie  meeting  your  lordship  is  now  about  to 
spctk  to,  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  no  specific  pro- 
poiition,  but  only  that  general  proposition  you 
referred  to? — The  motion  that  he  made  will 
best  appear  by  the  journal  of  tlie  House  of 
Cocnmoos. 

To  be  sure  it  will,  Init  we  do  not  go  to  that 
precision — be  so  good  as  state  what  oassed  at 
Ifae  meeting  to  which  you  now  auvert,  at 
which  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present-— I  un- 
deratand  that  It  is  not  yet  settled,  my  lord, 
wbethcr  your  lordship  has  sworn  that  Mr. 
Tooke  fttlended  at  the  meeting  at  the  Thatch- 
eiMioiiie  tBvem  ? — I  remember  perfectly  his 
anMMKng;  I«m  positive  of  it  in  1785,  at  tho 
neetinr^  tU  the  Thatched- houst*  tavern,  but  I 
vm  not  equttUy  sure  that  he  dtd  so  attend  in 
IbtyMT  1783. 

iSo  yow  beheve  be  did  ?— I  believe  he  did. 
UiftI  Chief  Justice  Ej/re.— The  duke  of 

RicbiilOIld  said  Mr.  Tooke  was  there  at  that 

•  Mr.  PHt's  first  motion  was  made  on  May 
tlh.  If  St.  See  the  debate  to  which  it  gave 
riw,  IQ  the  Nfiw  Parliamentary  History  Vol. 
St »  D.  1416. 

t  Mr.  Pitt**  second  motion  for  parliamen- 
t»y  feform  was  made  on  May  7th,  I7»3,  See 

New  V    '  "  ■        Vol.  23,  p.  BST. t  >!  ird  motion  for  parliamentary 
ivMrm  irss  brought  forward  on  Apnl  18th. 
17ll9w  See  theNew  RaiI  Hist.  Vol.  95,  p.  43^. 

meeting?— I  believe  the  fact  to  be  so,  but  X 
cannot  charge  my  memory  witli  it  positively  - 
hut  I  am  sure  the  duke  was  there,  and  I  am 
sure  Mr.  Pitt  was  there,  and  I  am  sure  Mr, 
W>'vtll  was  there. 

Mr.  Ertkine, — And  I  am  sure  the  dnke  of  J 
Richmond  has  sworn  Mr.  Tooke  was  thrre. 

Be  so  good  as  tell  us  what  was  done  at  that 
mecliDg,  and  what  part  did  Mr.  Horne  Tooke 
take  in  the  business  of  that  meeting  .'—I  can- 

not charge  my  memory  with  the  part  he  look,j 
because!  am  not  positive  that  he  was  there r^ 
but  1  verily  think  so — but,  as  to  the  general  j 
business  of  the  meeting,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection  it  was  a  motion  that,  I  believe] 

will  be  best  found  in  Mr.  Wyvill's  collection — 
a  general  motion  in  favour  of  a  reform.     I 
do  not  know  whether  there  were  not  tlianks  to 

Mr.  Pitt,  or  something  to  that  efiect;  an4) 
there  was  a  recommendation  to  the  people,, 
in  the  second  resolution,  to  meet  during  thol 
Summer,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing,  I  ui^ 
derstood, — but  I  forget  the  words  j  but  ih^^ 
is  the  purport—by  legal  means  a  parliameiK^ 
tary    reform — in    short,    to    encourage    the 
people  to   support  it  by  petitions,   and  so forth. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  being  present] 
at  the  meeting  in  1785?^!  very  pcrfcctfyj 
recollect  I   was  there,  and  I  am   s^ure  Mr* 

Tooke  and  lord  Surrey*  were;  the  presoil 
duke  of  Norfolk  was  in  the  chair;  Mr.  Wy- 
vill,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  John  Jcbb,  and  the  late^ 
alderman  Townscnd  were  there ;  and  I  think;] 
alderman    Sawbridge  and    Mr.   Wilberforce, 
were  there. 

What  was  this  meeting  ?  how  constituted! 
— ^The  person  who  caused  it  to  be  brought 
together  was  Mr  Wyvill ;  Mr.  Wyvill  was  ftl 

warm  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt's  last  plan  for  a  par-( 
liamentary  reform,  which  was  rejected  in  the^ 
year  1785 ;  I  mean  that  which  proposed  th< 
million  to  be  given  to  buy  the  boroughsj 
Mr.  Wyvill  had  written  an  account  of  Mri 

Pitt's  plan,  which  he  showed  to  rae — I  had 
sugge^ed  some  trifling  alterations,  which  he 
I  understand,  showed  to  Mr,  Pitt  himself, 
and  that  thing,  so  prepared  by  Mr.  Wyvill, 
was  read  at  that  meeting.  \ 

Where  Mr.  Tooke  was  present? — Yes,  it 
was  an  exact  copy  of  Mr.  Pitf  &  last  plai 
which  has  been  printed ;  and  Mr-  Wyvill, 
the  best  of  my  memory,  moved  a  specii 

approbation  of  that  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt's;  that 
it  would  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  con- 

stitution ;  some  persons  objected  to  it ,  amonj 
others  1  recollect,  very  well,  that  Mr.  CharleS^ 
Fo.\  objected  to  it :  Mr.  Tooke  was  for 
and  Mr.  Tooke  debated  it  with  Mr.  Fox. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  how  that  m( 
ing  was  instituted;    did  you  each  come  il 
your  own  persons,  for  yourselves,  or  represeal 
any  other  bodies  of  men,  and  what  '—I  hai 
been  at  meetings  of  delegates,  in  the 

*  In  1786  [eleventh]  duke  of  Norfolk, 
t  Sec  the  f^ew  Pari.  Hist.  Vol.  25,  p.  445v 
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1780  and  1781,  a  conTentioii  of  delegates  ; 
but  at  this  meeting  that  I  am  now  spring 
ofy  we  attended  in  our  individual  capacity. 

Can  you  take  upon  yourself  to  say,  dis- 
tinctly, that  Mr.  Tooke  did,  unequivocally, 

assent  to  the  distinct  proposition  so  made  by 
Mr.  Pitt  himself,  which  was  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Commons  ?— The  motion  madeby  Mr. 

Wyvill  was  an  approbation  of  Mr.  Pitt*s  plan specifically,  after  the  plan  had  been  read  trom 
this  paper — it  was  upon  the  holding  up  of 
hands,  aye  or  no,  upon  that  motion,  that 
Mr.  Tooke  was  for  it,  and  debated  for  it 

Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing Mr.  Tooke  at  other  tiroes,  independent  of 

these  public  meetings  that  you  are  speaking 
of  P^Ves,  I  have  seen  him  at>the  public  read- 

ings at  Lisle-street,  by  Tessier. 
Have  you  ever  seen  him  at  any  other  pub- 
lic meetmgs,  or  in  private  life  f — No,  I  have 

never  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  in  private  life:  and,  as  to  other  pub- 

lic meetings,  I  have  seen  so  many  people,  and 
been  at  so  many  meetings,  that  I  cannot  pre- 
i:isely  say. 

Do  yuu  know  whether  Mr.  Tooke  has  been 
at  any  of  those  meetings  your  lordship  ad- 

verts to,  where  there  were  delegates  in  the 
year  17B0?-  I  cannot  be  positive,  1780  and 
1781  are  twu  meetings. 

The    Right   Honourable    Earl   Stanhope.^ 
Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

I  beg  to  ask  your  lordship  only  one  ques- 
tion ;  all  the  transactions  you  have  spoken  of 

happened  in  c»r  before  the  year  1783?— In  or 
beiore  the  year  17R3,  except  one— that  in  the 
year  17  90,  you  know,  was  not  before  the  year 
1785. 

Of  course  you  know  nothing  that  has  hap- 
pened since  the  year  1790? — I  have  not  been 

asked  that. 
Then  now  you  arc  asked,  is  there  any  thing 

you  are  to  state  relative  to  the  questions 
that  have  been  put  to  you  by  Mr.  Erskine, 
subsequent  to  the  year  1790  P—  I  do  not  un- 

derstand the  question.  I  was  asked  whether 
I  saw  Mr.  looke  at  the  meetings  in  1790, 
1782,  and  1785 — I  really  do  not  understand 
the  question. 

I  happened  to  be  out  of  Court  when  you 
were  examined;  will  you  allow  me  to  ask 
a  question  of  fact;  has  your  lordship,  as  yet, 
deposed  to  any  fact  since  the  year  1790? — I 
do  not  remember  that  I  was  asked  to  any 
thing  since  the  year  1790. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Then  I  do  not  ask 
you  any  question. 

Mr.  Knkine. — I  understood  your  lordship 
to  say,  that  subsequent  to  the  year  1790,  you 
have  never  seen  Mr.  Tuoke  at  any  meetings 
at  all? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — He  was  not 
asked  that  question  ?— I  cannot  say  that  I 
have  seen  Mr.  Tooke  at  any  public  meetings 
since. 

Or  in  private  f—No,  I  have  never  been  in 
private  habits  with  Mr.  Tooke. 

The  Reverend  Chrutopher  WyoiU   ■gworn.— 
Examined  by  Mr.  Erskine* 

You  have  heard  my  lord  Stanhope  exa- 
mined just  now  :  do  you  recollect  the  meetiog 

which  his  lordship  alludes  to,  in  the  year 
1785  ?— Perfectly. 
By  whom  was  that  meetine  called,  and 

for  what  purpose  P— It  was  called  chiefly  at 
my  desire. 

For  what  purpose  ?^With  a  view  to  obtain 
a  resolution,  by  that  meeting,  expressing  an 
approbation  oflhe  plan  which  had  lately  neen 

proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt  to  parliament,  uad  re- 
jected there,  in  hopes  that  that  might  unite 

the  fHends  of  parliamentary  reform  throu^ 
out  the  kinedoro. 

What  diayou  expect  from  an  union  of  the 
friends  of  parliamentary  reform  throughout 
the  kingdom,  if  you  accomplished  it  ? — ^Tbat 
they  would  apply  anin  to  parliament,  and 
support  the  motion  Mr.  Pitt  had  made,  which 
had  been  negatived. 

What  did  you  expect  from  their  so  ubiting 
and  supporting  it,  when  it  had  been  neeatived 
before  ?— There  had  been  a  considerable  de- 

gree of  difference  of  opinion  among  the  per- 
sons who  promoted  the  reformation  of  par- 

liament Mr.  Pitt  proposed  this  specific  plan 
which  it  was  thought,  if  it  had  been  approved 
by  the  people  who  met  at  the  Thatched-house 
tavern,  might  put  an  end  to  that  difference  of 
opinion,  and  procure  a  united  support  to  that 

plan. 

But  what  effect  did  you  expect  from  a 
united  support  of  that  plan,  which  the  House 
had  rejected?— A  greater  effect  from  the 
united  support  of  the  people,  than  from  the disunited. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Horne  Tooke 
the  gentleman  who  has  now  the  nusfortune 
to  be  before  you,  attended  at  that  meeting  ? — 
I  do  recollect  it  perfectly. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  was  present  when 

that  approbation  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  was  pro- 
posed ? — He  was. 

As  I  take  for  srantcd  you  never  could  ex- 
r!Ct  to  be  placed  ncre  to  answer  the  questions 
am  puttine  to  you,  I  shall  not  ask  whether 

you  particularly  recollect  what  Mr.  Tooke 
said,  but  whether  Mr.  Pitt's  proposition  was 
universally  approved,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
passed  to  Mr.  ritl  ? — There  was  no  proposi- 
tion  made,  as  far  as  I  recollect,  to  return 
thanks  to  Mr.  F'itt ;  there  was  a  proposition 
made  to  declare,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting,  the  reform  proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt 
would  effect  a  substantial  unprovement  of  the 
constitution,  that  proposition  was  negatived 
by  the  meeting,  and,  therefore,  it  was  to  no 
purpose  to  propose  thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

It  was  negatived  by  the  meeting  ?— By  a 
majority  of  the  meeting. 

Do  you  kr.ow  what  part  was  taken  bv  Mr. 
Tooke  upon  that  occasion? — I  perfect^  re- 

collect he  spoke  in  defence  of  the  pfOpotttkA 
that  I  made  at  the  meeting. 



;  for  lltgfi  Treason. 

T  i.4tle!  .1  proposition  which,  upon 
tjeii!.  irij  put  lo  the  vote,  was  lie- 

l>ropoiition  1  made  at  the 
vhicli  was  negatived,  was,  that 

II  tj.i  ..  .^  ,i.,uUon  prupos€(J  by  Mr.  Pitt  was 
cirricd  into  cffvf  t,  a  would  be  u  siibstniuiitl 

improvement  of  the  constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
"Uiu;  those  are  not  exac'ly  the  words  of  the 
rcsohjtmn,  but  llie  subit^ncc  of  it. 
And  notwithstanding  that  proposilioa  was 

ivegativtd,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  for  the 
m&ina&ive  of  the  propositiou? — He  look  the 
ajfixfoative  of  that  proposition  before  it  w^^ 
ne^c^tivcd  ;  some  spoke  in  support  of  the 
Jjropos^tioi),  others  against  it;  there  was  a 
^batr,  but,  I  perfectly  recollect  Mr.  Tookc 
jpoke  in  Mipportof  the  proposition. 

Whether  those  who  negatived  Mr-  PiU*s 
|>roposjtion  negatived  it  upon  tiie  approbation 
d  some  other  plan,  inconsistent  with  Mr, 

Fill's  ? — As  far  as  I  can  tccoUect,  nothing  of 
th&l  kind  occurred. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrf. — Was  the  ques- 

txiO  put  upon  the-  dcclaralion  ? — 1  Ihiiik  DOt. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — How  do  you 

know  that  it  was  negatived? — A  question 
WIS  put  upon  the  proposition  wliich  I  made, 
and  il  w«s  negatived  but  no  olher  proposition 
**rA5  made. 

Mr.  Krtkine.— And  Mr.  Tooke  spoke  iu 
lliff  affiruialive,  and  was  in  the  minority.  Wc 
hiVc  ie^med,  in  the  course  of  this  cause,  Ihal 

there  was  a  great  number  of  racelings  of  dif- 
ftrtot  descriptions  ;  had  you,  In  the  course  of 
these  meetings,  an  opportunity  of  seeing  Mr. 
Tooke,  at  any  olher  time?— 1  cannot  wiih 
certain tv  recollect,  but  [  do  believe  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  present  at  the  meeting  held 

at  the  Thalched-house  tavern,  in  the"*  year K8t,  which  ha*  been  the  subject  of  deposi- 
tion alrtady  in  this  Court;  I  think  he  wai^, 

but  I  cannut  take  upon  me  positively  to  as- 

sert— It  WAS  held  immediately  after  Mr.  Pitt's 
fo«l  Dr<tp<j*titiou  on  the  subject  of  reform. 
Wnai  was  the  object  of  that  first  meeting  ? 

— ^As  I  understood  the  object  of  thai  meeting 
was,  to  endeavour  to  animate  the  people  of 
England  lo  meet  in  their  respective  districts, 
to  petition  parhamcnt  for  a  reformation  in 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Were  there  any  propositions  of  that  sort 

come  lo  at  ihal  meeting!' — The  propositions 
come  to  at  that  meeling  I  cannot  exactly  re- 
follpct,  thuugh  I  made  them  myself;  1  rccoi- 
Jecl  the  suhstunce  only. 

lonly  want  the  sul^stanccr — There  was  a 
prj.in-ri  lo  excite  the  people  lo  come  for- 

,jn  parli tment,  wheii  thry  had 

H  right  honourable  gcolkuKin's 
lOOtKui,  ttvat  they  thought  it  expedient  lo  en- 

deavour to  animate  the  people  to  come  for- 
ward lo  support  the  question,  or  support  that 

reform;tf**.n  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  endeavoured 
to>i  «rd  at  that  time. 

1  ;rantt'd,  at  a  meeting  assembled 
ti  Ai  johfKjse,  that  your  proposition  was 
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Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  not  argue  it ; 
ask  the  questioa^ 

Mr.  Enkine.^V^ss  it  carried,  or  was  it 
negatived? — Carried  unanimously,  1  believe. 
You  soy,  lo  the  best  of  your  recoUcclion, 

Mr.  Tooke  was  at  that  meeting?—!  be- 
lieve he  was,  but  I  cannot  be  absolutely  cer- 

tain. 

Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Tookc  in 
private  life?— 1  never  saw  Mr.  Tooke,  but 
once,  at  any  private  meeting, 
Then  you  have  not  discoursed  with  him 

upon  pohtical  subjects?--!  have  not. 

The    Reverend    Christopher   Wt/viiL^Cto%»' 
examined  hy  ̂Ir.  Attorney  Genrrat. 

I  understood  you  first  of  aO  to  say,t  hat  this 
was  in  the  year  1785;  am  I  conccl  iu  that 
fact  ? — You  are. 

I  then  understand  you  lo  say,  that  t?ie  ob- 
ject was,  to  animate  the  people  of  England  to 

petition  parliament. 
Mr.  Erskine, — ^Thatwas  in  17^2. 

Mr,  AUurnty  General, — ^Theu  in  1782,  or 
1785,  or  both,  or  one  or  other  of  them,  the 

object  was,  to  animate  the  people  to  petition 
parliament? — That  was  the  object  of  the 
meeting  of  1782. 
And  the  last  transaction  which  you  have 

spoken  to  was  in  the  year  1783  ? — Vcs. 
Were  the  resolutions  of  this  meeting  re- 

duced into  writing? — They  were. 
All  that  you  mean  to  depose  to  is  to  tnins- 

acltons  that,  whenever  they  begun,  concluded 

in  the  year  1785  ?— Yes, 
Mr.  Erskine. — Should  you  know  tlie  rcso. 

lutionifyousawit  ? 
Mr.  Atlumetf  General.— Yo[i  have  perhaps 

got  the  original  book,  in  which  these  origuiai 
resoJutiuns  were  entered  ? — I  have  the  original 
books  of  several  deputed  meelings,  not  of 
that  meeting. 

Mr.  AKornetf  General. — I  understand  dis- 
tiuclly,  that  the  last  transaction  you  speak  of 
was  in  the  year  1785  ? — Yes. 

John    Macnamara,    esq, — sworn,^ — Examined 
by  Mr.  GibOs, 

Do  you  remember  the  ConstiUitional  Club 

ill  the  year  1788,  at  the  time  of  the  king's 
illness?— I  do  recollect  attending  the  club 
that  year. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eytc^yHmi  do  you 
mean  by  the  ConMituliona!  Club  ? 

Mr.  (/iiti.— What  club  was  Ihat?— It  was 

a  club  )f  I  recollect  rij^htly,  established  to  se- 
cure the  freedom  of  clectiou  for  the  city  of 

Wcstiniubler,  and  the  interest  of  the  candi- 
dale  we  were  supporting  that  yeai,  my  lord 

Hood.* 

Where  did  your  club  meet?— I  believe  al 
the  Thalchcd-house  tavern. 

Do  you  know  Willis's  Rooms,  St  James's? 
— The  tavern  itself  not  being  suifecienlly  large 

See  **  Memoirs  of  John  Home  Tookc"    by 
Alexander  Stephens,  esq.  Vol.  2,  p,  70, 
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to  contain  the  number  that  were  expected  to 
meet,  and  actually  did  meet,  the  rooms  of 
Willis,  who  kept  the  Thatched-house  tavern, 
were  appropriated  also  to  that  purpose. 

When  was  the  club  institute  ?-^I  fancy  it 
was  instituted  after  the  election  of  lord  John 
Townsend,  who  had  opposed  the  re-election 
of  lord  Hood  about  the  month  of  June,  1788. 

It  was  in  that  year,  I  believe,  that  his  pre- 
sent majesty  was  afflicted  by  an  illness  which 

confined  him  ?~It  was  in  that  year,  I  fancy, 
that  the  king  was  afflicted  with  that  illness. 

Do  you  remember  any  resolutions  proposed 
by  Mr.  Tooke  at  that  club  P— I  recollect  that 
there  were  resolutions  propose  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
but  really  I  cannot  recollect  the  purport  of 
them  just  at  this  moment. 

Do  you  recollect  an^  resolution  of  this  sort: 
**  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Whigs  of  that 
day,"  [in  1688],  "  that  the  happiness  of  this 
nation  was  best  provided  for  and  secured  by  a 
mixed 

Mr.  Attorney  Oeneral—TT you  will  tell  me 
you  have  any  witness  to  prove  that  in  a  regu- 
hr  way,  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  your 
putting  it  in  a  way  not  regular. 

Mr.  Gibbs. — I  verily  believe  we  have.^  I 
have  the  newspaper  of  that  day,  in  which 
these  resolutions  are  published.  I  under- 

stand you  to  object,  because  you  supposed  I 
alight  be  leading  the  witness. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — No:  I  have.no 
such  supposition  that  you  were  leading  the 
witness ;  I  have  said  over  and  over  agam,  if 
you  tell  me  that  what  you  offer  is  evioence,  I 
would  not  make  an  objection.  I  know  that 
it  may  raise  an  awkward  sensation,  but  vou 
will  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  have  produced  in 
this  trial  the  Argus,  and  other  newspapers,  to 
which  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Erskinc,  and 
you,  have  objected,  and  successfully.  Upon 
what  ground  then  is  this  produced  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JEyrc— Has  this  gen- 
tleman any  recollection  what  the  resolutions 

were  ? — I  took  no  memorandums  of  the  rcso- 
hilions;  I  recollect  that  there  were  resolu- 

tions proposed  by  Mr.  Tookr,  but  really  I 
have  not  an  accurate  reroUeclion  of  them. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ei/re. — Can  you  re- 
collect the  substance  of  them? — I  consi- 

dered that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  though  I  cannot  recollect  the  substance 
of  them,  were  perfectly  constitutional,  per- 

fectly loyal,  ancl  such  as  I  should  expect  to 
be  proposed  by  a  complete  well-wisher  to  the 
king  and  government  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Gibbs. — Whether  the  motions  were 
carried,  such  as  they  were,  that  Mr.  Tooke 
proposed  ? — I  was  deputed  to  lake  care  of  a 
number  of  convivial  friends  who  sat  round 
me,  and  1  belinve  I  did  not  hear  the  question 
put,  from  the  heat  and  noise  of  the  room,  and 
other  circumstances,  or  that  I  was  out  of  the 
room  when  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
resolutions. 

Did  you  hear  what  the  resolutions  were  ? — 
I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  say,  upon  my 
««//<,  whether  I  aid  prnok. 

Did  you  hear  any  resolutions  mentioned  in 
the  room  P— I  heard  Mr.  Tooke  propose  the 
resolutions,  the  substance  of  which  was,  as 
far  as  I  can  recollect,  as  I  have  already  ex- 

plained. In  the  first  place,  was  there  any  thing  in 
these  resolutions,  according  to  your  recol- 

lection of  them,  that  went  at  all  to  attack 
either  the  King,  or  the  House  of  Lords  in  this 
country? — Perfectly  and  completely,  to  my 
recollection,  the  reverse. 

Is  it  the  impression  upon  your  mind,  that 
the  effect  of  these  resolutions  was  the  reverse 
of  that  I  have  been  putting  to  youT — I  can 
swear  that  the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr. 
Tooke,  which  I  cannot  swear  whether  they 
were  carried  or  not,  were  perfectly  loyal  and 
constitutional. 

John    Macnamaraf  esq.   examined   by    Mr. 
Tooke. 

I  beg  you  to  try  to  recollect  whether  the 
Constitutional  Cluo  was  distinguished  by  any 
uniform  or  not? — It  was  distmguished  hy  2k 
uniform,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  of  a 
blue  coat,  with  an  orange  colour  cape,  and  a 

button  with  «  the  King  and  Constitution** 
upon  it,  in  impressed  characters. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  I  was  a  member 
of  that  club? — Not  only  a  member,  but  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  you  were  one  of  Uie 
original  founders  of  that  club. 

Was  Mr.  Rose  a  member  of  that  club?— I 
do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Rose  wore  that 
uniform. 

Did  Mr.  Steele  wear  that  uniform  i* — ^To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  he  did. 

Did  Mr.  Pitt  wear  that  uniform? — He  did. 
Did  Mr.  Dundas*  wear  that  uniform?— I 

cannot  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not. 
Did  lord  Fredenck  Cain])bell  wear  that 

uniform  ? — I  am  clear  he  did,  because  I  sat 
not  far  from  him  at  the  table. 

Do  you  remember  the  present  Speaker,  Mr. 
Addington,t  wearing  that  uniform? — I  be- 

lieve he  did,  but  I  atn  not  so  po^^itivc  as  I  am 
of  the  others  that  1  have  mcnlioncd. 

Do  you  remember  Mr.  Tieldins,  the  coun- 

sellor, wearing  llial  uniform';' — Mr.  Fielding did  wear  the  uniform,  lo  the  best  of  my  re- collection. 

Do  not  you  recollect  the  present  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  Lein^  a  speaker 
there :  do  yon  recollect  anv  ̂ pccdics  he  made 
at  that  time  ? — He  may  have  spoken  there, 
but  as  I  have  staled,  I  wished  to  take  care  oi 
those  whom  I  was  deputed  lo  see  take  their 
glass,  and  enjoy  themselves,    and   did  not 
3uile  so  much  attend  to  the  speaking  of  the 
ificrent  members,  as  otherwibc  I  might  have 

done. 

I  was  going  to  ask  you,  what  the  numbers 
were,  but  you  might,  in  that  situation,  sec 

*  Ilenry  first  Viscount  Melville.    See  hU 
Case,  A.  D.  1806,  infra. 

t  In  1805  created  Viscount  Sidmoulh* 
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perhaps  more  than  they  were  ?— I  can- 
cok  with  accuracy;  I  thought  about 
Inmdred  in  all  the  rooms;  for  I  fancy 

ih/'re  were  more  than  one  room  appropriated 
to  the  njccliii^. 

Vou  imve  Koown  a  little  of  me;  in  tlie 

f  oun^  of  yotir  kpowletlge  of  me,  did  you  ever 

*  declare  any  thing  agiiiost  the  King, 
,  or  the  Constitution  of  this  coun- 

tn  r  —  Ajv  6rsl  knowledge  of  the  gentleman 

Vi\\o  put's  the  question  to  me,  originated,  I 
"if.        '    •■!  that  time,  and  frum  the  very 

-h  he  manifested,  and  the  as- 
.ve  to  the  friends  of  the  can- 

lidi.tc  that  1  ijupported  upon  the  re-eletlioii 
for    Westminster,    I   ̂ ot  into  habits  of  in- 
limtcv  with  him ;  and  in  consequence  of  th^t 

}^  had  frequent  opportunities  of  hearing  his 
fMHtioaentii  immcuiately  at  that  period;  and 
KM^VO,  at  a  much  more  awful  period,   the 

FKlng^s  illness,  at  the  time  of  the  question  of 
the   regency;   and  I  take  upon    myself  to 
.SvetTt  that  1  never  met  any  puhiic  or  private 
^cHamctcr  who  I  conceived  understood   the 
Sorernment  or  constitution  of  this  country 

tpetler  than  th«^  prisoner  at  the  bar.     I  also 
flake  ur'Ti  itiv  solfio  swear,  that  I  do  believe 
[v4  .  existed,  who  wished  better  to 

on.  and  to  the  goverament  of 
luntry,  ronsistiog  of  King,  Lords,  and 

ts,    than   the    prisoner   at  tlie  bar, 
||i£  whole  uf  my  acquaintance  and 

of  him. 

Mocnamtirai   esq.    cros^examined   by 
Mr.  AittMy  Gtncrat, 

Vou  have  been  speaking  to  transactions  I 
iradcrstand  of  the  ycur  17SfJ  ?— I  have,  and 
you  raay  easily  correct  me  if  my  recollcclum 
15  not  accurate,  to  the  transactions  of  1708, 

[•^  i?59;  hut  1  fancy  ail  the  business  of  the 
jcncy  happened  in  the  year  1789;  I  speak» 

licreforc,  to  my  knowledge  of  the  prisoner  in 

A  year,  and  upon  that  business. 
1  lieUeve  you  nave  been  principally  abroad 

[»mce  the  year  1783  or  1789  ?-^I  went  abroad 
in  October,  118^. 

Of  cour::>e  you  neither  mean  to  speak  to 

ly  iranj-actio'ns  since  the  year  1789,  nor  to that  arise  out  of  any  such  trans- 
to  your  belief  as  to  character  nr 

^^.  .  rw  irk],^^  gj-  otlierwlse,  with  respect  to 
the  f  at  the  bar  ? 
^L  nara. — Give  me  leave  to  uq- 

Icrstondyou. 
You  of  course  are  not  speaking  from  any 
isaciions  you  have  kuown  since  the  year 

1788  or  1789,  us  Uie  ground  of  your  belief  of 
character  that  you  have  given  of  the  gen- 

tleman at  the  bar  ?   Most  certainly  I  can- 
1  k  to  any  transaction  that  I  neither 

probably  did  not  hear  of,  because 
uons  that  happened  in  I^ndon  I  could 
accounts  ot  in  Rome  and  oUier  parts 

Jy  where  I  have  been. 
Yuu  have  been  abroad  a  good  deal,  I  be- 

lieve, since  the  year  1789?— Until  the  middle 
of  last  June,  entirely.  From  the  mouth  uf 
October,  1789,  till  about  the  nuddle  of  last 
June,  when  I  relumed  to  England, 

Allow  rnc  to  ask  you  whetfier  in  the  course 
of  your  being  abroad  you  were  in  France  ?— I 
was  at  Paris  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  the 
beginning  of  November,  1789. 

But  not  since  ?— Yes,  intending  to  go  to 
Italy,  through  the  south  of  France,  I  went 
as  far  as  Tours  in  France  upon  myjouniey, 
but  feeling  the  melancholy  situation  of  the 
country,  and  Mrs.  Macnamara  not  being 
willing  to  go  williout her  childreij,  and  fear- 

ing a  great  deal  more  for  them  than  herself, 
though  I  wished  to  have  gone  that  way,  I 
notwithstanding  returned  through  Paris, 
What  I  wish  to  ask  you  is  tiiis,  whether 

you  know  the  fact  of  addresses  having  been 

carried  to  the  National  Convention  of  I'rancc, 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1792,  from  any 
persons^  and  whom,  in  this  country  ;  and  the 
transactions  in  Paris  thai  pa^ssed  relative  to 
those  addresses,  and  the  effect  of  them? — 
For  ten  months  before  the  3d  of  August, 
1799,  I  was  in  Paris  j  that  was  the  second 
time  of  my  being  there. 

You  left  Paris  before  the  10th  of  August f 
— I  left  Paris  upon  the  3d  of  August. 
To  save  you  trouble,  do  you  know  any 

thing  of  transactions  that  passed  at  Paris  in 
November,  1792,  with  respect  to  addresses 
from  societies,  or  bodies,  or  individuals,  of 

men  in  England,  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion?—I  do  not;  upon  the  3d  of  August  I 

left  Paris,  I  went  to  Switzerland,  and  frota 
thence  into  Italy. 

Then,  if  I  co!  lect  the  effect  of  your  evidence, 
it  is  this,  that  you  speak  very  strongly  to  the 
character  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  from 
all  you  know  previous  to  1789,  and  that  you 
know  nothing  of  any  of  his  transactions  since 
1789  f — You  are  perfectly  accurate  in  giving 
that  construction  to  what  1  have  said;  but 

during  the  period  of  my  intimacy  with  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar,  I  had  frequent  oppor- 

tunities of  conversing  -s^ilh  him  upon  pohtical 
subjects,  and  subjects  of  Government,  and 
from  any  reading  I  might  nave  had,  or  any 
conversation  with  other  people,  I  never  did 
receive  so  much  information,  nor  did  I  ever 
know  any  man  thai  seemed  to  he  more  loyal, 
nor  had  a  greater  affection,  or  that  would 
have  sooner  sacrificed  himself  for  the  main- 

tenance of  the  conslilution  of  this  country* 

and  the  government  of  it,  consisting  of  Kmsj, 
Lords,  and  Commons, stUI  always  exceedingfy 

determined  upon  a  rcformkition  of  the  Cotii- 
mons  House  of  Parliament, 

Uuderstaud  me  for  a  raoroent:  you  have 

civen,  as  became  what  you  are,  to  my  know- 
redgc.  J  very  iionnurabfe  man,  a  very  consi- 

derable testiuiony  to  the  character  of  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar;  do  you  mean  to  say  that 

you  collect  that  teslimo'ny  from  any  oiia  fact 
from  your  own  knowledge  since  the  ycai" 1769?^M9it  decidedly  ooL 
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John  Macnamara,  esq.  re-examined  by  Mr. Tooke. 

Perhaps,  since  we  talk  of  Paris,  and  it  is  so 
often  introduced,  you  may  know  something 
of  the  situation  of  Paris  before  the  Revo- 

lution; do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard, 
from  good  authority  in  that  country ;  have 
vou  reason  to  beheve  that  before  the  Revo- 

lution many  more  thousands  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple of  France  died  yearly,  than  have  died 

through  the  war,  of  putrid  diseases,  for  want 
of  wholesome  food ;  do  you  know  the  situa- 

tion of  that  country  so  well  before  the  revo- 
lution as  to  know  that  putrid  diseases,  through 

imwholesome  food,  killed  more  thousands  of 
the  French  than  have  fallen  in  battle  since  ? 

— ^I  can  ̂ ive  an  opinion,  but  I  cannot  swear 
to  any  thme  positive  upon  the  subject. 

Do  you  Know  that  in  France,  before  the 
Revolution,  many  hundreds  every  year  were 
broke  alive  upon  the  wheel,  and  put  to  death 
by  the  severest  torture? — ^I  know  the  govern- 
rnent  of  the  country  was  in  a  most  wretched 

and  deplorable  state,  that  there  were  execu- 
tions snocking  to  humanity,  and  that  there 

were  wretches  who  deservea  such  executions; 
for  th«  people  of  France,  both  before  and 
since  the  Revolution,  were  hot  remarkably 
famous  for  good  behaviour  and  conduct. 

Did  you  travel  to  the  south  of  France  P — 
No  farther  than  to  Tours^  the  troubles  of  the 
country  put  it  out  of  my  power. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — Are  you  speaking 
of  those  barbarities  after  the  Revolution  of 
1791  ? — I  speak  to  the  barbarities  that  came 
■within  my  own  knowledge,  from  the  latter 
end  of  the  month  of  October,  1789,  and  upon 
my  second  return  to  Paris,  ten  months  before 
the  3rd  of  August,  1793,  when  I  left  it;  I 
speak  of  barbarities,  some  of  wliich  I  was  a 
witness  to,  that  were  shocking  to  humanity, 
and  which  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  this 
cause  to  repeat. 

William  Fielding,  esq.  (Barrister  at  Law), 
sworn. — Examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

You,  I  believe,  sir,  were  a  member  of  this 
club  concerning  which  my  client  at  the  bar 
has  examined? — I  do  not  know  whether  I 
may  call  myself  a  member  of  that  club;  the 
reason  of  my  being  in  that  assembly  was,  that 
as  I  had  the  honour  of  being  concerned  for 
my  lord  Hood,  whose  interest  was  very  parti- 

cularly taken  up,  and  the  essential  considera- 
tion of  the  meeting  of  that  club,  I  took  the 

liberty  of  going  there,  though  I  was  no  elector 
of  Westmmster. 

But  I  take  for  granted,  from  what  I  know 
of  your  honourable  temper  and  nature,  that 
you  would  uot  have  gone  there,  though  lord 
Ilood^s  counsel,  unless  your  opinion  had  coin- 

cided with  theirs?— My  opinion  certainly 
would  have  carried  me  there,  and  carried 
roe  through  all  the  purposes  of  that  so- 

ciety with  the  fullest  approbation  of  my 
heart. 

X  believe  you  liio  vpore  the  symbol  of  that 
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opinion;   indeed,  I  perfectly  well  recollect 
having  seen  you  in  that  dress? 

Lord  Chiei  Justice  Eyre. — ^Will  you  put  the 
question  in  a  plainer  dress. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  have  seen  Mr.  Fielding  in 
his  uniform. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Do  you  mean 
the  blue  and  orange? 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^i  es.  Do  you  recollect,  upon 
any  occasion,  seeing  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
there? — Several  times:  Mr.  Home  Tooke>  * 
during  the  election  for  my  lord  Hood,  had 
been  frequently  of  those  parties  that  I,  as 
counsel,  was  necessarily  called  to;  that  was 
the  first  opportunity  of  any  acquaintance  that 
ever  I  haa  with  Mr.  Home  Tooke;  knowing 
him  there,  I  certainly  recognized  him  very 
frequently  at  those  societies  when  I  bad  the 
honour  of  being  there. 

I  am  sorry  to  put  a  question  so  frivolous 
for  so  grave  an  occasion,  but  the  example  has 
been  set,  concerning  the  ceremony  by  which 
unanimity  has  been  expressed :  Do  ̂ rou  re> 
collect  any  particular  ceremony  by  which  the 
members  of  that  club  signified  their  unani- 

mity ?  do  you  remember  their  holding  hand- in-hand  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — ^We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  that. 

Mr.  Erskine. — ^That  was  stated  to  have 
passed  at  the  Scotch  Convention. 

Lord  Chief  Justkre  Eyre.^Th9X  is  quite 
another  thing. 

William   Fielding,  esq.   examined   by   Mr. 
Tooke. 

Whether  you  did  not  incite  and  persuade 
me,  with  a  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  other 
men,  to  get  up  and  hold  hand-in-hand  all 
round  the  room,  and  resolve  to  stand  and  fall 
toecthcr  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  %rc.— All  that  belongs 
to  this  subject,  relative  to  that  meeting,  is, 
that  you  did  there  propose  some  resolutions 
expressive  of  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  attach- 

ment to  the  constitution,  in  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons. 

Mr.  Fielding. — I  should  have  no  objec- 
tion to  answering  the  question  which  Mr. 

Tooke  puts  to  me,  and,  i  rather  think,  in  a 
good-natured  and  flattering  way.  After  the 
speeches  of  several  other  gentlemen,  I  at- 

tempted a  speech  myself;  and  I  endeavoured 
to  exhort  the  gentlemen  then  present  to  resist 
what  I  then  deemed,  and  deem  now,  the 
abuses  that  had  been  practised  in  the  West- 

minster election  on  the  other  side ;  I  wished 
to  bind  them  in  the  most  hearty  maimer  to 
immediate  action;  and  I  recollect,  they  so 
far  honoured  my  feeble  efforts  upon  the  occa- 

sion, that,  after  I  had  done  my  address  to 
Ihera,  every  man  in  the  room,  to  the  amount, 
I  believe,  of  twelve  hundred  or  more,  rose  up, 
and  joined  hand-in-hand,  which  I  took  as  a 
token  of  their  approbation  to  me,  and  a  ()e- 
termination  to  resist  those  abuses  to  the  iit> most 



I  tff""*^'*  »^'^  *^  "^-^r  any  thing  improper,  and 
\tt*  I  J  truly  [  would  nul  nsk 

*<iv  r  j    I  :  I  bey;  lie  will  say  whe- 
^  t':d  any  person  of  this  twelve 
ti  lid  so  rhc and  hold ea<:li olher*s 

d,  iind  declare  ?uch  uoanirnily  to  stand  or 
M  toffpther  (a  declaration  I  never  joined  in 

t'  '   else),   whether  he  thought  any 
1  -onublc  was  iiUcaded  by  the  coin- 

any ' 
lird  Chief  Justice  Eyrf.^That  is  an  im- 
per  qucMion. 
Mr.  /V>fc^-.— Whether  you  ever  saw  the 
i^iiiiU  Loud,  by  which  that  club  was  bouad  ? 
Tnrrer  did;  I  bdieve  my  name  will  not  be "  in  it* 

I  beg  to  aik  whether  
you  were  preseut  

on 
5th  oT  November,  

1788,  at  the  uieeling  
of 

t  constitutional  
club? — I  do  not  recollect. 

Can  you  recollect  
being  present  

at  any 
when  a  letter  weis  received  

by  the  chair- 
♦f  that  dub  from  the  Revolution  

Society, 
from  the  Whi»;  Club? — I  believe  I  was it  at  that  meetutg. Do  you  recollect  

that  Mr.  Beaufoy  
at  that 

e  ftaid  somelhmg  
upon  that  occusion  

? — 
at  bringis  it  to  my  recollection;  

but  what 
^It,  Beaufoy  

said  I  cannot  recollect 
:  1  re- 

member you  made  a  speech  at  the  end  of  the 
t  »Ule»  but,  upon  my  oath,  I  cannot  charge 
Tny  memory  

with  the  contents  
of  that  speech. 

Do  you  recollect  
any  thing  about  a  pro- 

1  for  raising  a  column  ?— There  had  been 
elhing  about  a  proposal  

of  a  column  
that 

Whig  Club  was  lo  erect 
Lord  Chief  Justice  

E»/re.— Mr.  Home 
ke,  you  have  been  heard,  and  shall  he, 
en  you  confine  yourself  

lo  that  which  is  a 
proper  Md»jcct  

of  evidence 
;  the  only  point 

thtt  has  been  opened  of  this  Constitutional Chib  is,  that  you  did,  upon  an  occasion  
which 

railKd  for  an  expression  
of  loyalty,  

propose 
i  

expressive  
of  loyahy  to  the  king, 

ive  of  your  altaclimenl  to  the  con- 

n>tj  iti  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  as  ' 
the  rest,  passing  in  a  club  of  this  kind,  ! 

ii  I*  foreign  lo  this  inquiry,  and  not  very  fit 
lur  the  griive  consideration  of  a  court  of  jus- 
tice. 

Mn  Tooke. — I  have  mentioned  these  cir* 

-n-'fances  for  the  single  purpose  of  assisting ollection  of  Mr.  Fielding,  and  have  so 

"^^'cd,  that  I  have  brought  him  at 
collect  the  meeting  where  these 
were  moved;  this  is  the  single 

Y  which  I  mi^ntioned  the  other  cir- 
r  s.    Since  you  do  recollect  that  cer- 

nons  were  moved  by  me  at  this 

.Mr.  Jricidmg. — Pardon   me  for  correcting 
Tou  I  I  do  nut  recollect  that  what  ytu  said 

'     I  '■  I  Tiircc  and  appearance  of  a  reso- 
\n  recollect  that  you  made  a 

^iiether  you  moved  any  thing 
HS  a  resolution  I  have  nol  a  recol- 

Alr.  T*^€,^l  am  Itying  to  bring  your  re- 

collection to  that  one  part;  and  I  do  it  to 
avoid  calling  some  other  witnesses,  whu,  I 
believe,  arc  still  here  in  the  court,  lo  save  the,, 
time  of  the  court  as  far  as  possible,  barely 
touch  two  or  three  points  with  one  witness  oi two  only. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Ej^re. — Do  you  recolk 
any  thine  of  the  speech,  or  what  was  undei 
stood  to  be  the  purport  of  it  ? — I  really 
not  charge  my  nieiiiory  with  it  more  than  tli 
Mr.  llorne  Tooke  spoke. 

WtlUam  F*>Winff,esq.  cross  examined  by  MrJ 

Attorney  General. 

You  have  been  asked  as  to  some  trans-J 
actions  in  the  year  1788?— The  election 
lord  Hood  and  lord  John  Townsend  in  Vi 
I  believe. 

I  believe  you  have  heard  most  of  the  evi- 
dence given  in  this  cause.  You  know  no- 

thing of  any  of  the  transactions  that  have 
been  given  in  evidence  from  the  year  1790, 
downwards  ? — Not  a  syllable. 

Mr.  Tw^e.— It  does  seem  to  me  ertraor" 

dinarv'  that  whenever  I  examine  to  one  peri( 
of  time,  the   attorney -general  objects  to  it 
that  it  is  not  to  another  period  of  time  j  that* 
seems  hard  upon  rae. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— The  attorney-^ 
general  does  not  object  lo  your  examining.      \ 

Mr.  Toake. — No;  but  he  insinuates  that  F^ 
might  be  an  honest  man  in  that  year,  and 
otherwise  the  next;  but  he  seems  to  think  it 
of  no  consequence  tliat  I  was  an  honest  man 
that  year. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  E^rc — ^^Ve  take  the  /act  i 
as  it  stands  upon  the  evidence ;  this  was  m\ 
transaction  in  the  year  1788,  which  ̂   far  as] 
the  evidence  goes,— it  is  but  loose,  but,  as, 
far  as  it  goes, — shows  that  in  the  year  1788 
you  expressed  yourself  upon  a  public  ucca-^ 
sion  in  loyal  terms  of  the  king,  and  showed 
an  attachment  to  the  constitution,  in  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons:  this  is  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Tooke. — But  I  think  it  very  unfair  that 
the  attorney-general  upon  every  period  should 
say — this  is  only  1788* 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — The  attorney- 
general  asks  a  ouestion,  which  he  hasarignt 
to  do,  whether  Mr.  Fielding  speaks  of  a  later 
period  than  1788. 

Mr.  Tttoke..—  \  will  ask  to  the  later  period* 
when  I  come  to  them. 

Mr.  Attar tirtf  Grnerul. — ^The  view  with 
which  1  iisiked  it  is  this — If  Mr.  Fielding  had 
told  me  he  uid  know  any  thing  of  the  transac- 

tions since  1700,  I  should  have  asked  hini 
what  he  knew  of  those  transactions. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick 
CamfML  (Lord  Clerk  Ucgistcr  of  Scot- 
knd),  sworn.— Examined  by  Mr.  Tookt^ 

Mr.  Tc»*e.— My  lord,  I  am  sorry  lo  be 

obliged  to  call  you,  but  the  want  of  recoUec-i 
lion  in  other  witnesses  compels  me  to  have 
recourse  to  yours:  and  I  think  I  shall  not 
fail  with  ygui  lordship,   for  strong  ieasooS| 
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which  I  dare  swear  your  lordship  recollects. 
•^I  believe  that  I  had  the  honour  to  dine  with 

your  lordship,  at  Willis's  rooms,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1788  ? —I  think  so. 

In  the  constitutional  club  \ — ^Yes. 
With  the  blue  and  orange,  and  the  button 

written  round  ?— Most  certainly. 
I  believe  your  lordship  recollects  that  I  did 

on  that  day  move  certain  resolutions  there? — 
I  am  confident  you  did  move  some  resolup 
lions,  but  to  what  effect  I  have  not  the  least 
recollection  now ;  but,  if  you  put  me  in  mind, 
I  shall  be  able  perhaps  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions. 

I  shall  assist  your  lordship's  recollection  by 
mentioning  that  they  passed  unanimously 
with  exce^ine  satisfaction  ?— «Upon  my  word 
I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  my  health 
was  drank  afterwards?.— I  do  not  recollect  it 
in  the  least. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  these  re- 
solutions were   moved  without  your  being 

previously  acquainted  with  them  ? — ^Yes,  I  do. 
Does  your  lordship  recollect  speal&ing   a 

little  sharply  to  me  ? — I  do. 
And  that  I  spoke  very  soflly  to  you  in  re- 

turn ? — ^That  I  do  not  recollect. 
I  think  that  lord  Camden  sat  next  to  you 

then,  as  he  sits  next  to  you  now  ? — Possibly; 
I  do  not  recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  the  resohitions  from  the 
Whig  club,  and  the  Revolution  Society  ?— I 
recollect  that  perfectly,  and  that  I  objected 
to  it. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  my  objecting 
to  them  too — Do  you  recollect  laughing  pretty 
heartily  at  what  I  said  upon  the  subject,  in  a 
speech  relative  to  revolutions  ? — I  am  glad  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  laughing,  and  should 
be  very  glad  to  laugh  again. 

Did  you  hear  any  thing  of  the  substance  of 
those  resolutions ;  perhaps  I  may  recall  them 
to  your  mind  ? — Very  possibly. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^Thls  is  not  regular ; 
but  I  do  not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  roo/MJ.— I  confess  it  is  not  regular ;  but 
what  can  I  do  when  asking  to  transactions  at 
a  distance  of  time,  where  gentlemen  have  so 
many  things  to  occupy  their  minds  ?  Was  it 
either  in  these  words,  or  to  this  effect,  per. 

haps  I  may  hriog  it  to  your  lordship's  recol- 
lection— •*  That  we  heartily  concur  with  the 

opinion  of  our  ancestors,  and  view  with  equal 
distrust  and  disapprobation,  whoever  may  at- 

tempt, and  whatever  may  tend,  to  destroy 
that  balance  so  fixed  at  the  Revolution :  that 
the  happiness  of  the  nation  was  best  provided 
for,  and  secured  by,  a  mixed  and  well-ba- 

lanced government  of  Ricig.  Lords,  and 

People" r--I  have  not  the  sm&Ucst  idea;  not the  least  recollection  of  it. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  will  not  trouble  your  lord- 
ship any  farther ;  I  am  sorry  I  have  troubled 

you  80  much. 
Mr.  AUomty  Gencrtlr^l  shall  give  you  no 

trouble,  B^mi* 

The  Right  Honourable  John  J^^rryf,  (Earl 

Comden),  sworn. — £xamined,by*Mr.  Tooke, 
I  am  very  sorry  to  trouble  your  lordship, 

but  you  see  I  am  driven  from  one  bad  recol- 
lection to  another,  and  at  last,  I  hope  to  a 

sood  one.  Your  lordship  was  present,  I  be- 
ueve,  on  the  5th  of  November,  1788,  at  the 
Constitutional  Club  ? — I  was. 

In  the  miiform,  which  I  had  then  the  ho- 
nour to  wear  in  common  with  yourself?— I  do 

not  exactly  remember  the  date ;  I  take  for 
granted  from  what  has.  passed,  that  that  was tneday. 

During  the  kinff*s  illness  ?— -Yes. I  believe  your  lordship  sat  next,  or  near, 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  who  sat  near  lord 
Hood  the  chairman  ? — I  did. 

I  dare  swear  your  lordship  recollects  the 
letter  sent  by  the  Whig  club,  and  the  Revo- 

lution Society  ? — I  recollect  something  of  it. 
Do  you  recollect  some  conversation  upon 

the  question? — I  recollect  there  was  a  conver- sation. 

Perhaps  your  lordship  may  recollect  Mr. 
Beaufoy  speaking,  and  my  following  him  ? — 
I  recollect  your  speaking. 

Do  you  recollect  my  proposing  resolutions 
after  I  had  spoken? — I  recollect  your  pro- 

posing resolutions. 
You  recollect,  perhaps,  their  being  unani- 

mously carried  ? — I  tliiuk  so. And  your  lordship  may  recollect,  perhaps, 
that  lord  Frederick  Campbell  expressed  some 
displeasure  at  their  being  moved  without  a 
previous  notice?— I  think  lie  objected  to  not 
naving  been  informed  of  the  resolutions  you 

proposed. Docs  your  lordship's  recollection  go  at  all, 
without  any  farther  assistance,  to  what  was 
the  substance  of  those  resolutions  ? — I  cannot 
recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  that  I  did,  at  the  time,  say 
any  thing  which  was  oftensivc  on  the  score 
of  disloyalty  ? — I  do  not  recollect. 

Do  you  think  I  did  ?— I  think  not. 
Docs  your  lordship  recollect  a  toast  that 

was  given  for  the  king's  speedy  recovery  at that  time?— I  think  there  was  such  a  toast 

given. 
Mr.  Tooke. — I  only  state  it  to  show  the  pe- 

riod, that  it  was  at  a  time  when  men  might 
probably  be  disloyal. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^Who  gave  the 
toast? 

Mr.  Tooke. — It  was  given  generally  in  the 
company,  and  myself  acceding  to  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — ^Though  you  do 
not  recollect  the  exact  purport  of  the  resolu- 

tions, do  you  recollect,  m  general,  what  was 
their  tendency,  whether  they  were  expressive 
of  loyalty  to  the  king  ? — 1  am  perfectly  cer- 

tain there  was  nothing  that  expressed  a  con- 
trary opinion. 

Mr.  Tooke.'^YouT  lordship  recollects  this 
was  the  5th  of  November,  the  revolutm  dij? —-It  was^ 
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4  (51  Jiir  High  Treason. 
Do  \mi  think  it  Uore  any  rcseroblanre  lo 

tlii*— "  Thrit  it  w-as  the  opinion  of  ihe  Whig^ 
o!  bappiuess  of  this  nation  was 
t*  : ,  iintl  &ecyred  by,   a   mixL'd 
aod     wtil  biilojiced   government,     of   Kiiii», 
Lords,  aud  r'crtple"f— I  Hunk  it  very  Ukety 

'  *  '  i      .  of  that  sort;*    i  do  not 
lie  turn  of  tlie  rcsolu- 
they  were  of  thai  sort. 

lip  may  necollert  better 
'  ThalWc  hearldy  con- 

cr  nion  of  our  ancestors,  and 
Vi>  I  distrust  and  dissathfactioD, 

wbocvcr  mtiy  attempt,   aud   whtilever  may 
lend,  lo  destroy  thdl  balance  &o  fixed  at  llie 
resolution,  and  to  usurp  upon  the  prerogative, 
rifhl*  or  privileges,  of  either  branch  of  the 
Ci  i''?— I  recoiled  that    resolutions 
111  were  proposed  at  the  time  that  I 

1      lines  to  meet  Mr.  Tooke, during  that 
^c'lwun  icr  election. 

'  '-. — Ihat  is  enough  for  me;  for 
only  day,  in  that  Constitutional 

Ci--,  -r  -  which  those  resolutions  were  come 
loy  and  they  were  proposed  by  mc. 

Earl  Camden. — What  I  meant  to  say  was,  I 
think,  that,  at  some  of  the  meetings,  I  ai- 
lerided  at  thai  time,  there  were  resolutions  lo 
t>  which  you  moved  ;  but  T  do  not 

t'-  Lclly  whether  they  were  moved  at 
j  which  you  allude. 
r, — That  is  as  much  asT  wish  your 

ruinijj  iij  recollect ;  because  I  recollect,  aud 
luiow,  and  can  prove,  that  there  never  were, 
io  ihat  Constitutional  Club,  rcbolytions 
moved  but  once,  and  never  but  by  mc  ;  and 
Ibercfofc,  it  must  have  been  at  that  time,  for 
the  club  i^  not  yet  dissolved;  wc  are  still 
mcrobTs ;  and  it  may  happen  to  your  lord' 
fthip,  by  being  a  member  of  a  club  to  which 
I  tf^-htc  thni  !hc  treasons,  vvi'.h  which  1  am 
i  '  fall  ujvonyour  lordship. 

fcn€t'ul.*^T\i\S'  is  not  fit-   
—  1  have  done— Docs  your  lord- 
t  this  :— **  That  it  i»  the  duly  of 

r  tiicndtohis  countrv',  in  whatever 
I'.  c  miiy  find  hirnsclf,  and  by  what- 

■  "'fiy  be  distin^ui^jhed,  lo  keep 
■\y  and  strictly  fised  upon  the 
uur    constitution,    made    in 

J  a  all  limes,  according  to  hia  sta- 
i*  1  bis  best  endeavours  for  the  main- 
le:i«tice  ui  iImI  settlement  in  its  purity,  whose 
(visflooi  ha^   brrn  confirmed  by  au  hundred 

jtai*  <•  i;s  and  pto^^perily, 
imkou  un  upon  eartti"? — 

Thm  h   .  lourable  Earl  dmdent  cross- 
exjuuuicd  by  Mr.  Jttorntt/  Genet ui. 

ii«,  ■'--  ''  •  Nhip  had  any  intcrcoun.c  with 
jy  cUib,  since  the  year  1780  ? 

1 .  '  r. 

1- 
I  r  of  tht!*  answer  is  thus  re* 

"  The  terms  of  the  Re- 

iicvc|  weieofihalsorl." 

A.  D.  HDk  ( 

Mr.  Twfce.— IslheConstiiullonal  Cluh  dt*i 
solved  at  this  momeiU  ^ — \  am  not  awar« 
that  there  has  been  any  resolutton  to  db^ 
solve  it, 

Mr-  I'ooke.—So  that  the  chth  still  exints, 
and  his  lordship's  relation  is  just  as  strong' with  mc  as  ever,  which  was  none  at  all. 

Mr*  Attorney  Central. — Have  you  bccfl' 
present  at  any  meeting,  where  you  have  had 
any  conversation  or  intercourse  with  Mr. 

Tooke,  since  the  year  1788?— I  do  not  recol- 
lect having  had,  and  I  am  certain  I  have  had 

no  conversation  with  him  since  that  time^ 

Henry  Beaufay,  esq.,  sworn.^£xamit>ecI  by 
Mr.  Tooke. 

T  believe  you  were  a  member  of  the  Con- ̂  
stitulional  Chib,  held  at  Willis's?— I  reracm*^ 

ber  being  at  a  meelm^  at  Willis's The  Constitutional  Club?— I  did  not  knov^ 
that  it  was  the  Constitutional  Club;  I  un- 

derstood it  to  be  a  meeting  chiefly,  [  think,  of' 
friends  to  ray  lord  Hood ;  but  that  it  was  the 
Constitutionad  Club  has  escaped  my  recoil 
lection. 

Did  you  not  wear  the  buttons  on  a  blue 
coat  ? — I  do  not  recollect  that  1  worcjiny  dresa^ 
that  day,  hut  the  ordinary  dress  I  am  accus- 

tomed to  wear,  a  blue  coat,  with  a  cotnmoik 
metal  button. 

And  with  an  orange  cape  ? — No. 
Did  not  you  accustom  yourself  to  wear  % 

blue  coat  with  the  ornamented  button  ? 

Mr,  TwA'c— I  ara  worse  off  than  ever : — Mf, 
Beaufoy  does  not  recollect.  (To  earl  Camden) 
I  beg  to  ask  your  lordship  whether  you  rccoN 
lect  that  upon  that  button  which  we  wore  in 

the  Constitutional  club,  the  words  **  Consti- 
tutional Club  *'  were  not  written  round  ? 

Earl  Camden, — "  Constitutional  Club,"  or 
*'  Kin^  and  Constitution/*  or  something  of that  kind. 

Mr.  Bcfltt/ffy.^Thcre  were  persons  who 
wore  an  orange  coloured  cape ;  whether 
Ihcy  wore  a  particular  button,  or  not,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but  to  the  best  of  ray  recollection,  I 
neither  wore  the  buttons,  nor  the  cape. 

Mr.  Tooke. — I  am  older  than  Mr.  Beaufoy, 
but  I  find  my  memory  is  belter  Do  you  re- 

collect dining  at  Willis's  on  the  5th  of  No* 
vembcr  1788,  when  lord  1kod[wasin  the 
cliair? — I  remember  dining  in  the  year  1788, 
I  believe  lord  Hood  to  have  been  in  the  chair,^ 

at  Willis^i  ^ 
Do  you  recollect  a  letter  received  from  the 

Wltig  Club, and  from  the  Kcvolution  Society! ' 
—I  havo  un  imperfect  recollection  of  such  a' thing. 

Have  you  an  -  ̂ '  '  ^-  "  vvilh^ 
me  upon  the  s>  i  c  of^ 
it  ? — 1  recollect  ..i..jiu--uj-  uil  h,.  ..uw^  mu  Iha 
subjcwi  of  the  ittvolution  ;  the  impression  on 

my  miud,  speaking  at  this  distance  of  lime^-' 
was,  of  believing  the  conslitutrun  \o  have, 
been  elfoctcd  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution; 

and  considering  that  the  subi»ianiul,  practi- 
cable bappiiiuas  ot  the  peojilG  \jt  t^tvvs,  cQVis^Vvi^ 
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under  the  present  family,  must  be  owing,  in 
a  creat  measure,  to  that  Revolution,  that  I 
wisned  to  celebrate  it  with  much  solemnity ; 
und  I  think  I  did,  at  that  time  wish  to  cele- 

brate the  Revolution  with  great  solemnity. 
My  recollection  differs  from  yours.  Have 

not  you  coitsidercd  yourself  as  the  leader 
of  the  Dissenters,  in  some  part  of  your  life  ?— 
I  never  had  the  vanity  so  to  consider  myself 
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certain  resolutions  ? — I  recollect  certain  reso- 
lutions  being  communicated  to  me  by  Mr, 
Tooke,  but  what  the  resolutions  were  has  es- 

caped my  recollection. 
Recollection  is  like  certain  cases  of  insa- 

nity, touch  a  particular  string,  and,  perhaps^ 
you  bring  it  all  out;  perhaps  if  I  only  men- 

tion a  word  or  two  your  recollection  will  re- 
turn.— Can  you  recollect  any  lliiug  like  this 

thinking  the  Dissenters  entitled  to  the  com-    — ''That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Whigs  of 
mou  privilege  of  citizens,  1  certainly  did  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  that  ground, 
move  the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  Test 

Acts.* 
If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  attend  and  keep 

your  recollection  to  those  subjects  which  I 
:>hail  speak  of,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you. 
— Do  you  recollect  being  applied  to  by  the 
Revolution  Society,  and  engaging  yourself  to 
carry  a  bill  into  parliament  for  the  purpose  of 
the  commemoration  of  that  <lay  on  winch  the 
Bill  of  Rights  passed— it  is  not  foreign  from 
the  present  subject.  Do  you  recollect  that 
yourself  brought  forward  to  the  society  a  pro- 

posal for  that  society  to  join  with  you — per- 
haps the  noble  lord  may  recollect  this  better 

than  the  others— a  proposal  for  the  Constitu 

that  day,  1688,  tliat  the  happiness  of  this  na- 
tion was  best  provided  for  and  secured  by  a 

mixed  and  well-balanced  government  of 

King,  Lords,  and  People"  ? — It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  for  me  to  say  that  that  was  the  reso- lution. 

No,  something  of  that  kind  ? — 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £yrf. —^Vhat  do  you 

say  upon  it  ? — But  speaking  from  very  imper- 
fect remembrance,  I  should  rather  incline  to 

think  that  a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  rooAitf.— "  That  we  heartily  concur 
with  the  opinion  of  our  ancestors,  and  view 
with  equal  distrust  and  disapprobation  who- 

ever may  attempt,  and  whatever  may  tend  to 
destroy  that  balance  so  fixed  at  the  Rcvolulioa 

tional  Club  to  concur  with  the  Revolution  So-  and  to  usurp  the  prerogative,  rights  or  privi- 
ciety,  in  order  to  get  an  act  of  parliament  for  ,  leges,  of  either  branch  of  the  constitution  ?'' 
a  perpetual  commemoration  of  that  day  upon  ,  -— opeaking  still,  as  I  observe,  from  very  im- 
which  the  Bill  of  Rights  passed .' — I  perfectly  perfect  recollection,  I  should  rather  imagine^ 
recollect  lieing  applied  to  by  the  Revolution  '  from  the  present  impressiitn  of  my  mind,  that 
Society,  and  acceding  to  the  proposal  that  I    a  resolution  similar  to  that,  perhaps  that  ytry 

should  move  in  parliament,  a  b^iU  for  the celebration  of  the  unniveiburv  of  the  Revo- 
lution, f 

Do  you  recollect  bringing  that  before  this 
very  mceling? — I  recollect,  as  I  said  before, 
addressinir  the  meeting  upon  that  subject,  that 
is  what  1  before  expressed. 
Perhaps  you  recollect  my  writing  some 

resolutions  upon  that  occasion,  having  written 

resolution,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

j  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of  every  true  friend 
I  to  his  country,  in  whatever  connexions  be  may 
:  find  himself,  and  by  whatever  name  he  may 
j  be  distinguished,  to  keep  his  view  perpetually 
;  and  steadily  fixed  upon  the  settlement  or  con- 
I  stitution  then  made,  in  1688,  and  at  all  times, 
'  according  to  his  situation,  to  use  his  best  en- deavours for  a  maintenance  of  that  settlement 

them  at  your  desire,  on  the  .spur  of  the  occa-  :  in  its  purity,  whose  wisdom  has  beenconfirm- 

bion,  and  your  carrying  them  to,  and  commu-  '  ed  by  a  hundred  years  experience  of  blessings 
nicating  them  to  lord  Hood,  and  rcpeatint;,  to  ,  and  prosperity  unknown  to  any  other  nation 

the  meeting,  his  approbation  for  moving  those  '  upon  earth?** — The  same  answer  that  I  gave 
resolutions,  or  proposing  them,  which  lord  ,  before,  speaking  from  the  present  impression, 
Frederick  (JampUJl  did  not  know,  and,  there 
fore,  he  was  displeased  at  it,  and  thought  I 
had  done  it  of  my  own  head  — but  can  you 
recollect  that  I  was  justified  by  vour  approba 
lion,  and  roinnnniicution  with  lord  Hood,  and 
in  consequence  of  that  approbation  my  moving 

•  On  March  28th  1787;  sec  the  Debate 
on  Mr.  Beaufoy's  Motion  in  the  New  Pari. 
Hist.,  Vol.  26,  p.  780.  Sec  also  Now  Pari. 
Hist., Vol.  27,p.  1181.— OnMayeth,  1789,Mr. 
Beaufov  again  moved  the  repeal  of  the  Test 
and  Corporation  Acts.  See  New  Pari.  Hist. 
Vol.  S8,  p.  1.  See  also  p.  415  of  the  same 
Volume. 

■\  Mr.  Beaufoy  brought  forward  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  purpose  here  stated  on  the 
2Uh  of  March,  1789.  .Sec  ttie  debate  there- 

upon in  the  New  Pari.  Ui&t.  \'ol.  27,  p.  1332. 

still  an  imperfect  one  of  what  then  passed,  I 
shall  give  as  to  this  resolution. 
Mr.  Tookr.. — It  would  be  very  wrong  to 

strain  your  recollection  any  farther. 

Henry  Beaufinf^  esq.  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Attorney  General. 

This  was  in  1788,  was  it  not  .'—In  Novem- 
ber, 1788. 

In  an  election  contest  ?~Subsequent  to 
the  contest  of  lord  Hood  for  Westminster. 

Have  you  had  any  intercourse  or  com- 
merce with  the  gentleman  at  tha  bar,  since 

that  time  ?  —  My  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Tooke  began  in  that  contest  in  1788,  bo  wa& 
a  warm  and  zealous  .supporter  of  the  interest 
of  lord  Hood,  and  as  a  person  of  that  descrip- 

tion, my  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Tooke  «nt 
not  absolutely  terminate  then,  tho^rii  I  fe- 
member  but  two  QccasiotMupoawUmliim 
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Ji«ii  him  sJDce^one  was  an  accidental  meH- 
ing  in  the  street,  in  which,  I  believe,  nothing 
pftrtictjlar  passed,  but  to  ask  him  how  he  dm 
—the  next  was  seeing  him  at  llie  time  he  was 
A  petitioner  mgainst  Mr,  Fox»  before  the  Ilou^e 
«  Comfiioa». 

And  you  know  nothing  of  any  tmasactions 
©f  Mr.  Tooke,  except  what  you  have  now 
•toted  P- No. 

Mr  Tmke  —This  gentleman's  rcmem- 
bcance  requires  so  mKichJUppmf;^  that  I  must 
beg  leave  just  to  wake  it  once  more.  You 
Miw  me  only  twice,  once  in  the  street,  and 
once  attending  my  petition  ?~At  tiiis  mo- 

ment I  remember  no  more. 
Mr*  Tcoke.—But  at  the  next  moment  I 

dare  swear  you  will. — Did  you  never  meet  me 

tt  Waghorn's  Coffee-house  —  Was  there 
never  a  time  when  you  were  unhappy  (your 
recollection,  perhaps,  may  serve  you)  because 
aiWr  all  the  money  you  had  spent,  and  your 
^ihful  services  to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  would  not  re- 
titniyour  bow,this  isacircumatancc  toawakcn 

Jgor  memory,  because  it  is  a  strong  case— 1 
«c»  not  solicit  the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Beau* 
foYf  and  I  knew,  before  band,  that  he  sus* 
peeled  I  brought  him  here  to  my  character ; 
the  gentleman  thought,  how  God  knows, 
that  at  sijily  I  wanted  any  body  to  my  charac- 

ter, and,  therefore,  1  must  recall  hia  memory, 
hecAuse  it  casts  an  imputation  upon  me,  as  if 
Mr.  Bcaufoy  was  afraid  or  ashamed  to  be 

half  so  much  acquainted  with  me  as  he  has 
beec,  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  recall  his 
remembrance  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JFyr*.— lie  has  spoken 
©f  it  as  he  recollects  it ;  you  have  »  right  to 
remind  him,  but  in  no  sort  to  make  that  oh- 
icrvmtion  upon  the  testimony,  which  certainly 
imports  noihiug  like  it, 

Mr.  Ii<au/iuy,—l  have  no  sort  of  objection 
to  answer  this  question. 
Mr.  Tooke. — That  the  gentleman  should 

forget  so  strong  a  circumstance  astonishes  me, 
because  he  is  upon  his  oath  ? 

Mr.  Brjju/ay. — I  have  not  the  smallest  ob- 
jection tu  answer  the  question. 

Lord  rhief  Justice  Et^re, — Mr.  Tooke,  you 
are  wrong  to  mix  these  kind  of  observations 
With  your  flue<>tions  ,  you  may  ask  Mr.  Beau- 
foj  upon  llie  subject  of  havinz  seen  you,  as 
■itich  aa  you  please,  but  you  should  not  mix 
^bwrvBlions  with  your  question. 

Mr.  Tooke, — I  do  assure  your  lordship  T 
make  use  of  it  only  as  a  circumstance—— 

lord  Chief  Justice  E*^re. — I  do  not  object 
toyouraskiug  the  question,  only  to  intermiJL- 
ins  observattons. 
Mr.  Tooke. — ^This  is  not  intended  as  an  ob- 

WiTBtion,  but  as  a  circumstance  absolutely 

aeceasary  to  recall  the  matter  to  Mr.  Ekaufoy 's recollection. 

Mr,  Attornty  General, — ^There  is  no  man 
more  lender  aGout  interfering  than  I  am,  but 

1  call  Upon  your  lordship  to  urolect  the  wit- 
l)es%»  who  is  a  person  as  mucn  entitled  to  the 
T  1  of  tnc  Court;  as  the  prisoner— let 

the  prisoner  put  his  question  but  he  has  no 
right  to  introduce  it  with  an  observation  that 
bears  hard  4ipon  the  character  of  the  witness^ 
to  whom  he  puts  the  question. 

Lord  Chiel  Justice  Eyre. — I  have  repeat- 
edly stated  to  Mr.  liorne  Tooke  what  the 

rule  is,  and  in  point  of  decency,  and  civility, 

he  ought  to  obscn'e  it. 
Mr.  7*ooke, — It  is  so  kind  of  the  attorney* 

general  to  protect  my  witness,  that  I  am  sure 
It  would  be  inhuman  oi  me  not  lo  protect  hJm 
too,  therefore  I  shall  say  no  more  to  him. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre,— Whydo  not  you 
tlicn  ask  the  Question  ? 

Mr.  Beaufbjf. — 1  have  no  recollection, 
whatever,  or  any  moment  of  m^  life,  since 
my  first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Pitt, in  which 
the  circumstance  happened  of  his  refusing  to 
return  me  a  bow;  and  in  which  I  expressed 
to  Mr.  Tooke,  the  smallest  uneasiness  from  a 
circumstance  of  that  kind, 

Mr,  To>>ke. — You  applied  to  me  for  my 
interest  at  that  time ;  but  I  have  no  interest 

now,  and  it  is  quite  right  for  you  to  forget  it. 
Mr.  Beaufoy. — There  is  nothing  more  fo- 

reign to  my  remembrance. 
Mr.  Attorney  General. — ^The  witness  haa 

sworn  that  it  has  not  happened   
Mr.  Ttw^^.^-Mr.  Attorney  General,  do  mo 

no  wrong,  he  has  not  sworn  it,  he  only  swears 
he  docs  not  recollect ;  but  Mr.  Deaufoy  will 
not  deny  it,  upon  his  oath,  in  the  presence  of 
persons  of  the  description  that  I  see  round, 
able  to  inform  th(L*msclves  upon  the  subject 
hereafter,  I  will  venture  a  wager   

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — A  wager  ! 
Mr.  Tm>ke. — I  am  wrong — 1  forgot  myMll 
Lord   Chief  Justice    Eyre — You    have   •,] 

right  to  ask  Mr.  Beaufoy,  without  all  this  in^j 
troduction,  whether  he  will  speak  positively 
or  confine  himself  lo  his  wantof  recullection ; 
I  can  do  00  more  than  stale  the  rule,  and  call 
upon  the  prisoner  to  abide  by  it. 

Mr.  Tooke.^-\  am  contented,  I  only  justi^ 

myself  from  the  attorney-general's  supposi- 
tion of  having  forgot  myself  farther  than  Ij 

had,  but  he  did  nut  swear  the  contrary,  hi%\ 
said  he  did  not  recollect  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — I  am  sorry  to 
see  that  yuu  do  not  point  your  question. 

Mr.  Thomoi  SymondM  sworn.— Examined  bfl 
Mr.  Erikine. 

What  is  your  profession? — A  student 
the  law. 

In  your  passage  to  the  bar,  I  take  fo 

granted  r— \  cs. Of  which  of  the  inns  of  Court  arc  you  f- 
the  Inner  Temple. 

Arc  you  a  member,  or  have  you  at  any 
time  been  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  ? — For  two  or  three  years  I  have* 
Are  you  still  a  member  ? — Yes. 
Are  you  acquainte<t  with  the  prisoner  at 

the  bar  ? — I  have  tluit  honour. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  htm   in  prival 
life,  as  well  as  accubtt>iued  to  meet  him 

3  £ 
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t^m 
^his  society? — I  have  been  several  times  in  I      Upon  what  ground  was  it  that  you  disap- 
his  company,  both  it  his  own  house,  and  '  proved  of  the  Convention  at  Edinburvh  ?— In sometimes  at  other  places.  I  the  first  place,  I  did  not  know  enough  of  the 

Was  your  attendance  upon  this  so<  iety  re-    persons  who  were  to  be  tlie  delegates,  and 

gnlar  or  frequent?— Tolerable;   sometimes  I  '  m  the  next  place  I  thought  it  might  be  mift- 
ave  attended  pretty  frequently,    at    other  i  taken  by  the  public, 

times  I  have  omitted  for  two  or  three  months,  ;      From  what  you  knew  of  the  professed  ob- 
perhaps  attended  constantly,  and  theji  omitted  '  jects  of  this  Conventibft  at  Edmtnirgh,  and for  a  month  or  so.  i  from  what  was  stated  in  the  society  to  be  the 

Did  you  attend  with  snfBcient  frequency  to  \  objects,  have  you  any  reason  to  believe  «ny 

"be  acquainted  with  the  objects  of  the  society?     ''  ...  ._._j  j,    ̂ r..  ?_   -l_ 
—Perfectly. 

What  were  the  objects  of  the  society? — A 
parliamentary  reform. 

^ 

We  have  had  so  much  disquisition  uprn 
the  meaning  of  that  word,  that  I  wish  to  ask 
you  what  you  understood  and  meant  by  a  par- 

liamentary reform  ? — A  reform  in  the  Uouse 
of  Commons. 

Was  that  not  onjy  understood,  but  univer- 
sally expressed  to  be  the  object  of  your  meet- 

ing P — 1  believe  it  had  always  been  considered 
as  the  only  object  of  our  meeting. 

Of  what  number  did  that  society  consist  ? 
I  do  not  know  the  number  the  society  con- 

sisted of,  but  the  average  attendance  was 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen. 

From  any  thing  that  was  transacted  in  the 
iiociety  whilst  you  were  a  member  of  it,  have 
^ou  any  reason  to  know,  or  to  believe,  that 
at  any  time  that  original  object  was  departed 
from,  and  another  substituted  in  its  stead  f — 
Never ;  every  act  that  they  did,  considering 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  act  was 
done,  always  appeared  to  tend,  and  to  tend 
solely,  to  that  object. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  proposition  made  in 
that  society,  or  any  discourse  stirred  by  any 
man  in  it,  that  led  you  to  believe,  or  even  to 
suspect,  that  the  society  had  changed  its  ob- 

ject?—Never. 
Would  you  have  remained,  and  would  you 

stUl  remain  in  the  society,  under  such  an  im- 
pression ?— Certainly  not. 

Have  you  frequently  seen  the  prisoner  at 
the  meetings  of  the  society  ?— Yes. 

Are  you  able  to  recollect,  though  not  the 
words,  the  substance  of  his  political  opinions, 
delivered  in  the  society,  as  applicable  to  these 
objects  ?-— Every  expression  that  he  used  on 
any  occasion,  went  solely  to  parliamentary 
reform,  and  was  always  strictly  in  favour  of 
the  monarchy,  and  the  aristocracy,  the  original 
ancient  hereditary  aristocracy  of  the  country. 

When  thc*«e  opinions  were  signified  by  Mr. 
Tooke  at  this  society,  did  it  appear  to  you 
that  they  were  the  objects  of  the  rest  of  the 
Mciety  to  which  they  were  addressed .? — Un- 

doubtedly so. 
Were  you  a  member  of  the  society  at  the 

time  of  the  meeting  or  convention,  oV  what- 
ever you  choose  to  call  it,  that  was  held  at 

Rliul.urgh  i*--I  was  then  a  member,  but  did 
not  attend,  1  disapproved  of  the  proceedings; 
1  believe,  when  the  business  first  came  on,  I 
was  confined  from  ill  health,  but  I  believe  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  attending  within  a 
vcck  afier. 

thing  criminal  was  intended  ? — ^Not  in 
slightest  degree. 

I  am  not  askrog  you  how  far  people  who  got 
themselves  together  there,  mignt  be  guilty  of 
misdemeanor  in  the  course  of  a  proper  object; 
but  was  any  thing  said  in  the  Constitutional 
Society  previous  to  that  time,  when  the  mat- 

ter of  delegates  was  first  stirred,  that  led  to 
the  conception  of  a  Convention  in  Scotland 
to  subvert  the  government  P — ^I  do  not  le^ 
collect  any  thing  of  the  sort. 

Do  you  recollect  any  proposition  made  bj 

the  Corresponding  Society  to  the  Constitu- 
tional Society  to  co  operate  with  them  to 

have  members  from  their  society  to  confer' with  members  of  yours,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  another  convention  ? — I  do ;  I  be- 

lieve I  was  in  the  chair  either  at  the  time  the 

delegates  came,  or  the  week  after. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  saw  you  in 

Court  last  night?— I  was. 
Did  you  hear  the  resolutions  read  which 

were  sent  by  the  Corresponding  Society,  with 
a  desire  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  Constitutional  Society,  and  in  which  they 
agrccil  to  appoint  members  to  meet  their 
body?— Yes,  I  did. 

'Y  ou  were  in  the  chair  I  think  that  night  ? — 
I  was  either  in  the  chair  that  night  or  the 
night  af\cr 

When  this  proposition  was  made  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  Constitutional  Society,  wliat 

was  understood,  I  do  not  mean  when  f  say 
understood,  to  ask  your  private  understanding, 
but  what  was  understooo,  as  far  as  that  under- 

standing was  expressed,  by  those  persons  who 
adopted  it,  or  rejected  it  ? — Bv  producing  ge- 

neral concurrence  in  favour  of"  parliamentary* reform  to  obtain  their  object  ultimately. 
Was  that  the  object  of  the  Constitutional 

Society  in  accepting  the  proposition  of  a  con- 
ference with  the  members  of  the  Correspond- 

ing Society .' — Entirely  so ;  there  is  nothing of  which  I  am  more  certain. 
I  ask  you  upon  your  oath,  whether  there 

was  any  thing  said  by  any  man  who  did  ac- 

cept of*^  that  correspondence  with  the  Cor- 
responding Society  which  signified  the  con- 

trary, or  could  induce  any  human  creature  to 
think  the  contrary  ? — Not  a  syllabic. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—\t  is  better  to 
ask  what  iney  did  say— Was  there  any  de- 
bale  upon  it  ?— There  was  some  debate,  but 
I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  partictilar  upon  it. 

Mr.  "Zrikine, — Do  you  recollect  what  was stated  by  those  present ,  what  was  stated  to 
be  the  object  of  this  conference  when 
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-I  do  not  recollect  what  was  sUted, 
il  1  am  sure  nothing  was  slated  to  reader  it "  ■"''  ••^'""*  ''V  refurni. 

iiacy  to  subvert 
t     ,  ̂ j   . — ;.-  ̂ 1  this  coQveu- 
l  I  not  y^u    have  known  it?— Un- 

I  wiii  put  it  in  a  stronger  vf^y^  if  it  be  pos- 
tb!e— ir  this  ConMnilleevjiCoufereHCc,  which 

^ich  wit5  proposed  by  the  Cor- 

ipty-j  and  accepted  by  the  Con- 
ilutjoti.li  >or:irty,  had  beeD  to  set  "H  fool  a 

itilncy  for  the  detestable  object  stated  in 
le  iadicimeni,  must  you  not*  as  being  pre- 
'nt»  h,ivc  colfected  tbat?-'Uniloubledij. 
Did  ytju  culled  such  an  object  ?— Nu;  nor 

"  1  any  suspicion  that  any  body  else  could Lok  !s<j»  till  these  persons  were  taken  up. 
Now  th.ii  you  have  had  dxi  opportunity  of 

fleeing  difl'creni  members  of  the  society,  have 
y  reason,  upon  vour  oath,  from  any 
I  know,  to  believe  any  such  thing 
Wi*  tiiL  purpose? — Not  the  shghlest;  lam 

rieciiy  sure  of  ihe  contrary. 
Were  you  present  at  any  subsequent  racct- 

-^  after  the  appointment  of  this  corarnittee, 
en  the  report  was  made?— I  was. 
If  1  understand  the  mailer  right,  the  com- 

tniit**,.  of  the  two  societies  met,  and  they 
*  I'ficir  resolutions  upon  the  1  Ith  of 
/,  ^TC  the  Constttutional  Society  for 

IT  approbation? — Yes;  I  was  there  when 
resotutton  was  broughti  and  I  was  Uicre 

e  week  before. 
This  is  the  resolution  of  the  committee: 

**  Resolved,  thut  it  appears  to  this  eom- 
itlec  very  desir.tlife,  th^t  a  general  meeting 

tjon  oi  the  Friends  of  Liberty  should 
tor  the  purpose  of  takm*'  into  cun- 
the  proper  methods  of  obtaining  a 

nr  reprcseiitatioD  of  the  people  ?  — 
re  then. 

jj  iiR'>e  proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  fnJI 
d  fair   representation  of  the  people,  had 

a  total  departure  from  all  the  objects 
your  fiociety    from  its  first   institution, 
you  think  it  is  possible^  you  should  not 

collected  it  from  some  member  uf  the 

iely  who  were  debating  this,  and  adopting 
f — It  is  impossible  but  I  must  have  col- 
ed  a, 

I  find  a  distinction  in  point  of  phrase,  be* 
f^.-     '' I- resolutions  of  the  committee,  and 

1  lions  of  the  society  at  large,  Ihat 
:.  . ,   ■  -   Lhose  resolutions;  1  have  rrad  the 
0Ut^  i  will  read  IIm:  other  now:    "  Resolved, 

U  a|ipcars  to  this  society  very  desirable 
ml  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Li- 
Id  be  called,  lor  the   purpose  of 

"Uj  consideration  the  projier  methods 
1kg  a  full  and  fair  representation  of 

'<-^"   Do  you  recollect  any,  atid  what, 
iking  place  that  produced  this  mudi- 
vnd  change  in  the  resolutions? — I 
there  was  some  debate    about  Ihe 

-,    V-  oiivcDtion,'  because,  I  behcvc,  I  was 
first  to  oppose  the  use  of  that  word,  as  it 

A.  D.  I'm. 

f«^ 

might  tend  to  mislead  the  pubhc  lu     '         it 
they  rniglit  think  we   had  some  oi  i 
in  view,  ttian  merely  Parliamentai  ; 
therefore  I  opposed  it,  made  a  vi 
servjtions,  and  that  was  followed  t ;.   nl 
others. 

Upon  your  oath,  when  you  made  ihut  ob 

jcction  to  the  ward  'Convention,'  Ict^t  it  shou' 
produce  the  misrepresentations  Ihai  you  hiiv 
adverted  to,  had  you  the  least  ido 
own  mind,  that  there    wyts  a  con  a 
foot  ? — Not  ihe  slijthlest. 
Have  you  nowr— Ko,  1  nicver   had  6i 

moment  of  my  life. 

That  is  bJttd  Jidc  whal  ̂ 'Oti  sau!  f—Vn doubledly. 

How  was  the  propoiition,  bon^  fnk,  maffi 

liy  you,  received  by  lb«>se  to  whom  it  w 
mttde?— There   was'  some    little    diMcu'isi 
upon  the  two  words  'Meeling  and  C<jnveri 
lion  ;'  but  it  was  agreed,  at  Ust,  th.il  the  u^^^ 
of  the  word  Convfittion  might  leal!  Ihc  pubf 

mind  to  mistake  the  object  of  the  society 
and  therefore  il  was  omitted.  ^ 

i  observe  that  vour  society,  almost  At  the 

bcginninc,  and  throughout  all  the  proceed* 

ings,  make  use  of  this  phrase,  "  a  futl  arti 
fair  representation  of  the   people."      ̂ '"•^*4 
what  passed,  from  the  expressions  of  all  ami 
every  menilxr  of  that  society,  and  from  tho 
beginning  to  the  end  of  your  acquaintance 
with  il,  what  was  the  meaning  of  a  full  an^ 
fair  representation  of  the  people  in  parlj^l 
mcnt?— I  believe  ihul,  in  our  society,  thej 
were  incUned  not  to  go  quite  so  far  as  thtJ 
Corresponding  Society;    some   members   OM 
the  society  were  in  favour  of  Univerml  Rc!>; 
presentation,  some  were  not;  I  was  not  for 
one,  and  many  were  not. 

Do  you  know  what  were  the  scniiraent.s  of] 
the  eentlenidn  now  before  you   upon  thai 

head? — I  ilty  limes  have  I  heard  him  reprol 
bate,  and  violently,  m  ti^lking  with  many 
his  friends,  Ibe  idea  of  Universal  Ucpreseu-j 
talion ;  it  was  his  constant  object. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  men»ber  of  the 
ciely  make  a  pro|Mjsition,  or  enter  intd4  d€^j 
bate,  that  touched  the  honour,  majesty,  OTj 
authority  of  the  king?— Never.  I 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  proposition  made,  or] 
any  incitement,  not  lo  a  conspiracy,  but  to  it 
disposition  to  touch  the  hercditiry  office  of 
the  House  of  Lords. ̂ —Undoubtedly  not;  the>' 
were  all  concerned  merely  in  obtaining  a 
Ueform  in  the  House  of  C(»mnu>ns. 

Was  it  ever  (stirred,  in  effect,  to  accomplish 
the  objects  of  your  society,  by  any  menna  not 

legal  or  constilultonal  ?*-Nevcr- 
Do  you  think  it  po'.sible  that  a  congpiracy 

could  have  been  on  foot,  lo  accomphsn  the 

object  of  your  societjr  by  combination  and 
force,  without  your  being  acquaiute<l  with  it  ? 
—Impossible. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  idea  of  arms  hctag 
used  for  that  purpose  ? — Never. 

Had  you  ever  the  idea  of  exciting  othpr«  to 
use  anna  for  that  'purpose?— Never. 
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Was  it  ever  debated,  propoead,  dr  stirred, 
in  any  of  your  approbations  of  the  liberties 
of  France,  to  put  down  the  particular  liberties 
of  our  own  country,  in  order  to  emulate  them  ? 
— By  no  means;  not  an  observation  ever 
passed  of  the  kind 

I  see,  by  the  evidence  here,  that  this  reso- 
lution was  come  to  upon  the  11th  of  April, 

and  that  then  the  Constitutional  Society  made 
several  acyournments ;  now  the  committee  of 
conference  and  the  committee  of  co-opera- 

tion, having  met,  and  come  to  this  resolution, 
they  continued  to  be  committees  for  the  ob- 

jects of  conferring,  till  they  were  taken  up?— 
I  do  not  know  any  thins  of  the  meeting  of 
these  committees :  I  believe  I  attended  the 
week  after,  probably  two  weeks  after. 

Then,  had  you  any  reason  to  know,  or  be- 
lieve, that  these  five  persons,  who  were  de- 
puted firom  your  society,  to  meet  those  who 

were  deputed  by  the  Corresponding  Society, 
tlie  moment  they  were  appointed  by  delega- 

tion, chanscd  the  objects  of  the  society  r— 
Undoubtedly  not. 

In  the  first  place,  were  you  present  when 
Mr.  Tooke  was  proposed  to  be  a  member  of 
this  committee  of  conference  ? — I  really  am 
not  certain. 

You  have  told  me  expressly  what  the  ob- 
jects of  the  society  were,  in  deputuig  these 

gentlemen  to  confer,  and  that  you  tuive  no 
reason  to  believe  they  have  departed  from 
the  same  objects  ̂   in  order  to  know  that,  we 
will  see  what  their  objects  were  before.  You 
know  the  committee  consisted  of  Messrs. 

Joyce,  Sbarpe,  Bonney,  Pearson,  and  Wardle. 
Now  we  will  go  by  steps:  Were  you  ac- 

quainted with  Mr.  Joyce  previous  to  the  time, 
and  up  to  the  very  day,  and  hour,  that  he 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  other  so- 

ciety?—Very  well. 
Do  you  know  whether  the  objects  which 

the  society  had,  and  publicly  professed,  were 
also  the  objects  of  Mr.  Joyce,  and  equally 
publicly  professed  by  him  ?— I  have  frequently 
nad  conversation  with  Mr.  Joyce,  and  always 
found  his  opinions  moderate,  opposed  to  the 

violence  tliat  existed  in  other  people's  minds. 
Are  you  now  speaking  up  to  the  very  i  ith 

of  April? — I  am  speaking  to  the  last  moment 
when  I  saw  him,  which  was,  I  believe,  on 
that  day. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  Sharpe,  the  celebrated 

cnzraver? — I  do. 
Was  he  a  frequent  attendant  upon  the  so- 

ciety?— Pretty  well. 
Ilave  you  been  present  either  at  the  dinner 

of  the  society  with  Mr.  Sharpe,  or  at  the 
meetings  of  the  society,  when  the  public  ob- 

jects ofvour  society  have  been  talked  of  and 
debated? — I  was  very  frequently  there,  and 
often  dined  there  before  the  society  met. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Mr. 

Sharpe*s  objects  were  different  from  your  ob- 
jects ?— None  in  the  least. 

We  will  go  next  to  Mr.  Bonney,  now  in  the 
Tower :  Had  you  seen  him  many  times  at  the 

Constitutbnal  Socie^  with  the  others  P— 
Yes;  I  have  seen  him  several  times;  I  do 
not  know  so  of  much  him  as  I  do  of  Mr.  Joyce;^ 
but  I  have  been  at  his  house  several  timet. 

Whether  you  ever  were  acquainted  with 
any  man  of  purer  and  more  moderate  prin- 

ciples than  Mr.  Bonney,  on  political,  and  all 
otner  subjects  ? — I  never  knew  a  more  mo- 

derate, quiet  man,  in  my  life,  than  Mr.  Bon- 
ney ;  it  IS  his  peculiar  characteristic. 

Had  Mr.  Bonney  the  character,  in  the  so- 
ciety, of  bein^  a  man  devoted  to  the  English 

constitution  in  its  forms? — He  had  the  clui« 
racter  of  being  a  very  oeaceable,  moderate 
man,  and  a  very  loyal  suoject. 

There  is  Mr.  Pearson,  were  you  acquunted 
with  him  ?— Slightly. 

Have  you  seen  him  at  the  society  ? — ^Yes; 
and  have  seen  him  frequently  since. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know,  or  believe, 
that  Mr.  Pearson  entertained  any  design  to 
subvert  the  government,  or  to  alter  the  con- 

stitution ? — None  at  all ;  not  the  slightest. 
There  is  but  one  more,  Mr.  Wardle  ? — Mr. 

Wardle  I  never  saw  above  two  or  three  times, 
to  my  recollection,  so  as  to  have  any  con- 

versation with  him. 
Then  I  have  your  evidence  to  this,  that  the 

Constitutional  Society's  object  was  Reform  in 
the  House  of  Commons  i — Nothing  else. 

And  up  to  the  l  Ith  of  April,  1791,  they 
pursued  that  otijectP— Entirely  so. 

Mr.  HolicUor  General. — This  is  a  repetition 
of  the  evidence  given. 

Mr.  Ernkitte. — It  is  no  repetition  at  alL 
If  any  conspiracy  had  existed  among  those 
persons,  who  were  appointed  thus  to  confer 
together,  do  you  believe  you  should  have 
known  it  ?~Undoubtedly,  I  must  have  known 
it. 

From  their  character,  do  you  be!teve  them 
capable  of  entering  into  such  a  conspiracy? — 
I  could  never  conceive  an  idea  of  that  sort  for 
a  moment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Symondt  cross-examined  by  Mr. 
X         Ailorney  General, 

Now,  Mr.  Symonds,  you  were  chosen,  X 
think,  as  far  as  appears  by  the  books,  a  mem- 

ber of  this  society  upon  the  1st  of  June,  179S  f 
— I  do  not  know  the  date  myself,  but  that,  I 
have  no  doubt,  is  about  the  time. 

You  were  either  proposed  or  seconded  by 
Mr.  Joyce? — I  believe  I  was;  but  not  being 
in  the  society  at  the  time,  I  have  a  very  faint 
recollection  of  it. 

Now,  then,  to  begin  with  Mr.  Joyce:  Do 
you  happen  to  know  that  Mr.  Joyce  was  pre- 

sent when  the  address  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  to  the  National  Convention  of  Fraiice, 
was  ordered  to  be  presented  by  Mr.  Frost  and 
Mr.  Barlow? — No;  I  do  not  know  that  he 
was  present. 
Have  you  never  heard  that? — I  never 

heard  it. 
Are  you  much  acquainted  with  Mr.  Joyce  ? 

—Pretty  much  acquainted  with  him. 



tfSJ fit  High  Trenton, 
And  jTou  mean  to  sa^y  you  never  he«rd  of 

that  fact,  that  Mr  Joyce  was  present  whcD 
Fn>»t  mDd  Barlow  presented  the  uddresa  U*  the 
N«liofnil  Conventioo  in  France,  that  you 
never  heard  of  thai? — I  cannot  speak,  with 
certainty ,  that  1  have  heard  of  it. 

You  will  not  deny  that  you  have  heard  of 
it?— 1  rather  think  I  never  have  heard  of  it ; 

ooe**  rteollectioD  ia  confused  hy  having  read 
the  report, 
y<w  know  very  iitlle  of  Mr.  Wardic  ?— 

Very  littfe 
You  do  not  know  where  he  i$,  at  this  time, 

perluBS?— No*    I    koow   nothing   of  Mr. 

Mr.  Sharpe  you  know  very  well  ? — Yet. 
You  were  not  witti  him  wlien  he  called 

tipon  a  gentleman,  in  a  neighbouring  place, 
iod  left  his  name,  citiien  Sharpe»  of  a  parti- 
Oder  de9chpUoii,  were  you  } — No;  1  was 
not 

Mr.  Bonney,  you  know,  very  intimately  ?— 
Tea. 

Did  you  ever  ace  a  drawing  of  **  the  road 
to  Hanover  ?"— Never. 

••  The  road  lo  Hell,  by  Hanover,"  did  you 
mir  sre  a  drawing  of  that  sort?— I  never 
bc«fd  of  it  till  this  moment. 

Yo«  e&nic  into  the  society  in  June  179^  ?— 
I  have  no  douht  of  it. 

You  know  there  has  been  such  a  society 
?i  Ihc  London  Corresponding  Society  ?— Yes, 

do. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Hardy?— No. 
Have   you  dined   in   company  with   him 

lately  f— No ;  I  know  him  now,  only  by  hav- 
tne  seen  bim  here, 
Yoo  kntiw  that  he  is  an  associated  member 

of  the  Constitutional  Society,  I  presume?  — 
I  believe  that  he  is,  but  1  do  nut  know  it  for 

l>o  not  you  know  that  in  July,  179?,  Mr. 
Hardy,  and  five  other  members  of  the  Lorvdon 

Corresponding  Society,  were  as!iuriaced  mem- 
ben  with  vour  club,  the  Cons^lilulionaJ  So- 

ck^?—I  know  that  some  persons  were  as- 
Lted  members,  but  I  do  not  know  their 

I>id  you  know,  six  weeks  ago,  that  the  re- 
nUitions  of  the  London  Correfpondinc  So- 

ciety, which  were  entered  upon  the  books  of 
tt^ie  Corv*iliUilional  Society,  were  entered  from 

a  1rV'  ned  "Thomas  Hardy,  secretary.** 
Tii  I'Wriiing  of  the  genlleman  at  llip 
b*, .  — I  ;..!.jubtcdly  I  did  not. 

Did  you  know  that  the  society,  at  Sheffield, 
bid  sent  to  your  ConslitulionaJ  Society,  to 

deairttlint  twelve  of  their  members  might  he 
asMetated:  and  that  there  was  in  the  posses- 
sioaof  the  secretary  of  your  soctely,  a  letter 

wHh  the  h'ind- writing  o/ the  gentleman  at  the 
npu'^inw  tft^t  nssticiiition  ?^To  the 

\4nir  i^iie>iion  I  can  only  answer, 
I  ^ocielie^  sent,  dc- 
i  it  be  admitted. 

I  4J«  Tou,  VI It'll,  UH-*  question — you  know 
dbal  tlicfe  were  country  ftocietics  associated 

A.  T>.  no*. 

with  you  ? — I  remember  very  well  once  being 
present,  when  one  society,  U  was  either  pro- 

posed by  a  member  present,  or  by  letters, 
that  some  persons,  meajbers  of  that  country 

society   
This  was  before  your  time ;  I  am  speaking 

of  wliat  happened  in  March.  Do  you  know 
any  thing  of  the  resolutions  of  the  society 

previous  to  June,  with  respect  to  Paine't 
works,  with  respect  to  the  association  of  the 
Sheffield  people,  or  the  Norwich  people  ? — 

No 
Or  the  Southwark  people —the  representa* 

live  government  people  ? — The  Southwark 
people,  I  Hrn  pretty  stire  not— my  mind  it 
confused  about  the  Sheffield  and  Norwich 

people^I  have  some  idea  about  some  coun- 
try societies. 

Upon  the  16th  of  April,  1793,  perhaps  you 
know  that  your  society  wrote  a  letter  to  ihe 
Norwich  M>cieties,  telling  them  tliat  there 

was  nothing  to  l»e  expected  iVom  the  king, 
nothing  to  be  expected  from  parliament ;  and 
that  the  only  remedy  the  public  could  have, 
would  be  by  a  convention  ot  the  v^ople,  by 
deleeates  from  the  different  societies? — I  cer- 

tain^ know  something  of  that. 
Then  I  beg  lo  a<.k  you,  do  you  know  whose 

hand  writing  that  draft  is  ?  (showing  it  to  the 
witness.)— No,  I  do  not;  1  neve?  saw  this 

paper  before. 
You  are  a  gentleniAO  studying  the  law^ 

did  you  ever  see  the  letter  that  was  sent  !• 
Norwich  about  this  convention  f — Never  to 
my  knowledge. 

I  ask  you,  then,  if  you  had  seen  a  letter 
from  this  society  stating,  that  there  wai  to 
be  no  remedy  from  the  king,  and  none  from 
the  parliament,  but,  from  a  convention  sucK 

as  [  have  been  desL-riljino;  to  you,  wouM  you 
have  remained  in  llmt  society  ?— Undoubtedly 
if  they  set  aside  the  aiilhorily  of  the  kin^, 
or  the  authority  of  the  parliament,  I  shouGl 
not-bui,  if  they  held  out,  that  the  parlia- 

ment was  likeiy  lo  he  JoHuenred  by  a  general 
meeting  of  the  people,  and  the  general  voice 
ol  the  people,  conveyed  in  that  way  to  par- 
liamentf  1  should  have  thought  U  a  proper 

object. 
Then  I  ask  you  again,  if  a  letter  had  been 

scTil  from  tl^e'  society,  lo  your  knowledge^ upon  the  Itjth  ofApril,  1793,  that  meant  more 
than  that  ?— Undoubtedly  I  should  not  have 
t  onsented  to  it. 

And  you  would  not  have  staid  in  the  so- 
ciety— now  vou  were  a  member  of  ihh  society 

as  early  as  June,  179'2 ;  you  have  UeanI,  no 
doul»t,  of  the  address  of  the  Lotiduu  Corres- 

ponding .So«iely,  to  the  Nalioiml  Convention 
of  France? — 1  have  heard  of  it;  I  have 
heard  more  of  it  here  than  any  wliere  else. 

Thai  address,  you  see,  was  sent  lo  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  in  October  or  November, 

J79S.  When  that  address  wii5  !>ci»(,di<l  you 
know  that  your  soctc  ly,  or  any  mcuibers  of  it, 

had  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it? — II  1  recoi- 
led right,  I  was  confined  with  illness  at  that time. 
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Give  me  leave  thcD  to  ask  you,  whether 
you  knew  that  Mr.  Hardy  had  sent  tp  Mr. 
Tooke  a  letter,  to  desire  his  advice  about  a 
declaration  to  Uie  Convention  of  France  ?— I 
knew  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Tooke  had  cor- 
rected and  settled  the  constitution  of  the  Lon> 

don  Corresponding  Society?  —  Not  till  I 
heard  it  here. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Margarot  had 
viitteu  to  Mr.  Tooke,  relative  to  a  declara- 

tion to  the  Convention  of  France  f — I  did  not 
You  knew  nothing  of  that  all  the  time  you 

were  in  llic  society  ? — No. 
You  were  a  member  of  the  society  when 

the  Constitutional  Society  sent  an  address  to 
the  National  Convention  of  France  ?— I  be- 

lieve I  was. 
Did  YOU  happen  to  be  ill  at  that  time  ? — 

I  recollect  nothing  about  it,  and  from  what 
cause  I  cannot  tell,  whetlier  I  did  not  attend, 
or  what,  I  recollect  having  seen  it  in  public. 

I  do  not  put  to  you  a  question  upon  the 
contents  of  the  address,  hut  I  ask  you,  if  that 
address  had  contained  sentiments  goine  |be^ 
yond  yours,  as  you  have  explained  them, 
with  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  16th  of 
April,  1793,  would  you  have  continued  to  be- 
long  to  that  society  ?— If  the  address  merely 
applied  to  the  state  of  France,  I  certainly 
should  have  agreed  in  stronger  language  re- 

garding France  than  regardmg  England,  be- 
cause I  think  their  case  required  strong 

measures. 
But  if  it  had  relation  to  the  state  of  Eng- 

land, you  would  Udt  have  gone  to  that 
length?— By  no  means,  they  are  diflfcrent 
cases. 

Did  yon  ever  read  a  letter  from  the  editor 
of  the  Patriot,  at  Sheffield,  in  the  posseshiun 
of  Mr.  Adams?--!  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Were  you  privy  to  an  answer  being  pre- 
pared to  that  letter,  which  has  any  part  of  it 

m  the  hand-wriliiig  of  the  gentleman  at  the 
bar,  which  states  tlial  infant  freedom  is  mak- 

ing lierculean  cH'orts  r Mr.  £7*A-*/if.— Take  the  letter  itself. 
Mr.  Attornvtf  General. — 1  will  take  the 

words  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  7boA'e.— Take  the  words  in  my  hand- writing. 

Mr.  Attornei/  General. — Did  you  ever  see 
or  know  tliat  there  was  such  a  letter  sent  by 
the  ̂ o^ip|y— •<  We  are  lirtjlhers  in  affection 
with  \ou,  with  the  freemen  of  SheJlield,  ol 
Stockport,  and  of  the  whole  world— freedom, 
though  an  infant,  makes  herculean  efforts, 
and  the  vipers  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy  arc 
pantin;;  and  writhing  under  its  grasp?  May 
success,  peace  and  happiness  attend  tliose  ef- 

forts."--Did  vou  know  that  such  a  letter  as 
tliat  was  sentVrom  your  society  ?— No,  I  have 
no  recollection  of  it. 

Did  you  know  that  the  words  "  success," 
and"  those  efforts."  were  in  the  hand-writing 
of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar?  -No,  I  knew 
nothing  about  it. 

t 

You  have  told  me,  before,  you  knew  no- 
thing of  the  letter  of  the  leth  of  April,  17  0» 

^whendid  you  first  know  that  Mr.  Fro^t, 
in  his  address  to  the  National  Convontba, 
had  told  tlie  president,  that  he  bope^  they 
would  soon  send  ambassadors  to  a  Natio^a^ 
Conventiop  in  England? — I  did  not  know 
that  Mr.  Frost  had  said  that  till  this  moment. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Adams  liad,  in  his 
possession,  an  account  from  Mr.  Frost,  stat* 
mg,  that  be  had  said  that  to  the  National 
Convention,  when  he  presented  the  address 
of  the  Constitutkmal  Society  ?— No,  I  did 
not;  I  rather  think  all  these  traDsactkmf 
took  place  at  the  time  I  was  confined  for  six 
weeks  in  bed. 

Did  you  know  that  the  president  of  the 
National  Convention  had  returned  an  answer 
to  Frost  and  Barlow,  stating  to  them,  that  he 

hoped  the  Frencii  would  soon  send  arobas- 
saaors  to  a  National  Convention  in  Eng^land? 
— ^This  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  ot  it. 

Then,  of  course,  you  did  not  know  that  Mr. 
Adams  had  m  his  possession,  as  secretary  of 
your  society,  a  letter,  stating,  that  the  presi- 

dent of  the  National  Convention  had  done  all 
this  ?— Undoubtedly  not. 
When  your  society  came  to  a  resolution  of 

thanks  to  Barlow  and  Frost,  were  you  aware 
tliat  these  transactions  I  am  now  stating  had 
passed  in  the  National  (Convention  in  Frai^e? 
— I  was  not  aware  of  any  particular 'transaction. 

But,  being  present,  you  permitted  it  to 
pass  ? — And  perltaps  I  might  even  have  ooa- 
sentcd  in  a  more  direct  way,  because,  as  they 
went  over  to  express  the  approbation  of  many 
friends  of  freedom  in  this  country,  to  the  prin- 

ciples of  freedom,  if  they  Iwd  executed  their 
commission  I  should  have  thought  they  de- 

served thanks. 
You  were  not,  I  think,  indeed  I  am  pretty 

sure  you  were  not  of  the  society  when  the  ad- 
dress went  to  the  Jacobins ;  you  know  that 

was  when  thev  had  a  king  in  France ?— I 
rather  think  that  was  before  I  was  in  the society. 

You  know  nothing,  therefore,  of  that  ad* 
dress  ?— I  do  not. 

How  long  was  it,  after  the  10th  of  August, 
that  your  society  set  about  addressing  the 
National  Convention  ? — I  do  not  recollect  the 
dates  at  all. 

Did  you  ever  see  the  address  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  to  the  people  of  Eng- 

land, of  the  Glh  of  August,  1792? — I  may 
have  seen  it,  but  1  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Did  you  ever  know,  that  upon  the  8lh  of 
August,  179i2,  Hardy  or  Margarot  had  sent  to 
Mr.  Tooke  a  copy  of  that  address,  desiring 
his  opinion  of  it  ?— I  know  nothing  about  iu 
You  know  nothing  of  all  that;  you,  of 

course,  knew  nothing  of  the  actual  proceed- 
ings of  the  Scotch  Convention,  in  179a?— No, 

nothing  but  from  the  public  papers. 
Do  you  remember  ever  to  have  seen  ia 

the  possession  of  Mr.  Adams,  or  ever  to  have 
heard  in  pouu  of  fact,  that  there  «i8|  in  the 



fllrirvini^^    rtprt 
Convf  nlion  wonli  , 
T  rs    in    L 

g'  ,  f  know 

\il.nnc    a  Icllrr  from  Mr. 

ihal     Ihe     Scotch 

' .  d'le  away,  iinkss 
1    tltetn  (Ifle- 
in»ut  that. 

1    know,  an  aasociated 

n»  ty?— He  ma^  have  been 
hut  I  Uu  nut  know  it. 

Mr.  Gcrrald,  ̂ terhaps  y6ii  know,  w|.8  an 
^er  of  your  5ocielv  ?— It  h  irm- 

.0  tell  who  were  members. ' 
Matgarot  and  Gcrrald  'were, 
d  members  of  your  society j 

w,   io  fact,  that  Ihcy  were 
m  the  London  Corresponding 

-coich  Conveaiiun  ? — I  do  not 

trijtu  my  own  knowledge — 1  only  know 

Bat 
or  ooi 

S 

in  J* 

I      tfn 

Hn  juihlic  reports, 
>o  yuu  know  who  proposed  Mr.  IVlartin 

a  member  of  this  aociciy?— I  do  not 

fki  Dot  know,  then,  that  the  gentle- 
st the  b;ir  proposed  Mr.  Mattfn  ?— I 

hennl  it. 

•t  !ijivd  seen  the  proceedings  at 
;i,  upon  the  5tOlh  of  January? 

.:  uf  them  here. 

Ihd  yoti  know  ihat  such  proceedings  had 

'  on  the  ̂ Oth  of  January,  at  the  Globe 
tm^    before   tliey  became  tbe  subject   of 

public   conversation  and  notoriety  ?^I 
there  was  a  meeting,  but  I  did  not 
vhttt    took  place;    and  I  heard  tliat 
were   »ome  ^Iron^    resohitions,   but  I 

4»d  iKtt  know  what  in  fact  had  taken  place, 
^^  ju  present  at  thai  sotieiy  upon  the 
1  'tary,  1794  ? — You  may  bring  it  to 
■uj,    .^  ,  i.ttiion  ky  tircuni5itances. 

T>jfre  were  some  resolutions,  that  a  stu- 
ieut  of  tt>e  Tenijile  tuay  not  hke  to  hear  of— 
when  law  hccuines  an  instrument  of  opprc^ 
lion ;  and  Jelifrries  and  the  like  ;  you  know 
what  I  ttui  speaking  of?— I  wiis  not  present. 

Did  you  ever  Kec  the  rough  draft  of  these 
r»oK)tiuns  ? — No. 
Not  heinf  present,   you  cannot  tell   me, 

j^  "r  Mr,  Gerrjild  took  Ihe  chair, 
u  ^  walking  out  of  it?* — I  do 
»oi  rnoHf.Li  ever  seeJDg  Mr.  Gerraid  in  the 
chair. 

Were  you  present  upon  the  24tli  of  .tanu- 
inr,  17  9»,  when  there  wa?  a  resolution, 

"  that  the  most  excellent  address,"  without 
any  datr— "  the  most  excellent  address  of 
Ibc  J^jnilon  CorresjKjndin;!  Society,  be  in- 

serted ru  the  books  of  tins  society;"*  and 
thrn  a  gr^al  deal  o(  reasouimi^  whether  the 

I  should  be  lermecl  bis  majesty's 
,  bis  faithful  parhament,  and  his 

ri'ur  itjie  parliament,  and  so  on  ? — I  was  not 
prrtcot. 

Yiiii  tannol   therefore    r       "    '  ̂ he  reso- 
1iit«cin<— **  The  Loudon    i  img    So- 

ciety ha?c  deserved  well  oi    Liiii  ..uuntry  P" 

*'    Ymir  ottiosity  perhaps  may  have  led  you fcad  ihc  Ttfloiulion*  of  the  20th  of 

January,  since  the  circnmslancM  which  hav« 

lately  happened  with  respect  to  these  socie- 
ties f — I  have  beard  much  of  them  here 

and  elsewhere,  but  have  not  read  them. 
From  all  you  have  heard  of  them,  should 

you  havetboughtlhat  society  had  deserved  well 
of  their  country?—!  m«i«^t  nave  a  more  accu4 
rale  idea  of  the  proceedings  of  the  society 
before  I  could  give  that  appro\»ation  of  them. 

I  take  for  granted  you  did  not  know  that 
your  society  paid  Thclwall  for  «,5(M)  addresses 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society? — I  did not. 

You  did  not  know  that  Adams  had  pai(J,< 
upon  the  request  of  any  body  whatever,  si» 
guineas  to  Thelwall,  to  reimburse  him  fotj 
S,^00  addresses  of  the  London  Correspond-, 
ing  Society ; — you  know  nothing  of  that  ?— j 
No. 

Do  yon  recollect  a  commuuieation  from] 
the  Corresponding  Society  that  they  were  to  | 

hav6  a  meeting  upon  the  XHU  of  April,* — t 
do  not  recollect  that   Do  you  mean  the; 
last  I4th  of  April. 

Their  communicalion  with  ̂ our  society  ̂ 
that  they  were  to  have  a  mectmg  upon  the 
14th  of  April  ?— No,  I  know  nothing  of  that. 

Did  you  know  that  Thelwall  was  an  asso^-^ 
ciated  member  of  your  society? — I  bclieve| 
he  was. 

I  ask  ymj,  did  you,  whilst  you  remained'] 
a  member  of  the  society,  know  that  Tbel-^ 
wall  was  a  member  of  it  ? — I  cannot  say  J 
that  I  did,  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  thougnij he  was. 

Did  you  know  that  Mar^arot  wasP— I  d6* 
not  know  what  you  mean  by  know ;  do  yoU' 
mean  looked  at  the  books  and  saw  their 
names  entered  ? 

No;  whether  you  knew,  by  any  source!^ 
of  information,  that  Thelwnll  was  a  member^ 

Margarot  a  member,  M4riin  a  member.  S(D-' 
clair  a  member,  and  Gerraid  a  member?—^; 
I  knew  Martin  and  Sinclair  were  members, 

And  Mr.  Gerraid  ?— T  did  not  know, 
Mr.  Mar^arot? — I  did  not  know. 

Did  you  "know  that  the  Society  for  Coo- stitutiunal  Information   printed   lf»e   letter  of] 
Mr.  Paine  to  Mr  Dundas? — Ye«,  I  did. 

Did  you   know  tlial    ihe  London  Corres-. 
ponding  .Society    printed   the    JcUcr  of  Mr, 

i*aine  to  the  people  of  France  for  the  use  of' 
persons  in  England  .^—^o,  I  did  not  know that. 

Did  you  know  that  Mr,  Joe)  Barlow  sent  & 

letter  !o  yotir  *iociely  upon  the  6lh  of  (.k'lobcr, 
179i,  refdlive  to  his  publication  of  a  letter  to 
the  National  Convention  of  France  ;  that  yon 
thankful  him,  and  ordered  the  resolutions 

to  be  published  in  the  papers  ?— Yes,  I  know 
that. 

And  did  you  know  the  contents  of  Mr. 

Barlow's  letter? — I  have  a  gciicraJ  recollec- tion of  them  now, 

Mr.  Attorney  Generai^l  thaXl  ask  you  no 
more  questions. 

Mr.  Enkine. — Nor  shall  I* 
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lieuteiMntpColoDel  Jekm  Mimimf 
Extmined  bj  Mr.  3Vm. 

t  baire  but  two  or  Ifaioe  qoettioos  to  tek 
3rott,  becauM  I  shall  not  aik  you  uay  tbing 
vhicb  I  think  joa  do  not  know— Yon  k»TO 
been  in  the  lervice  of  France  f— Yet. 
.  At  what  time  cUdvou  enter  Into  the  ler- 

vice  of  France?— Here  it  my  comimtiion 
aicned  bj  tbe  lung  of  Fiance  and  the  Mare- 
acnal  de  Camp  General  in  the  amiiea  of 
Eranoe. 

At  what  date  did  you  first  enter?— This  i^ 
I  think,  the  18th  of  July,  1799. 

At  what  time  did  you  quittbe  sendee  f — 
When  I  heard  that  this  oountty  was  likely  to 
be  at  war  with  France. 
What  date  was  that?— The  S5th  of  Decem- 

ber, 1799. 
As  soon  as  you  beard  that  this  country  was 

likely  to  be  at  war  with  France,  you  veiy 
honourably  quitted  the  lenrice?— I  did. 

fiut,  up  to  that  time,  did  you  fhmk  that 
you  were  acting  tbe  part  of  a  k^  sut^jectf 
— ^I  certaialy  dra,  or  I  had  not  gone  into  the 
French  senrice;  I  knew  veiy  well  that  a 
Commercial  Treaty  subsisted  between  this 
countiy  and  France ;  I  had  the  approbation 
of  my  friends  before  I  went,  and  I  came  from 
thence  the  moment   ^ 

Lord  Chief  Justice  .^rrs.— We  are  not  in- 
quirinsinto  your  conduct. 

Mr.iWike.— I  want  a  Toiy  short  answer,  to 
a  venr  short  question. 

Colonel  Monty, — ^I  will  gire  you  as  short  an 
answer  as  you  please,  or  as  long  an  One  as 
you  please. 

Mr.  roafte.— Whether  after  your  return  to 
England  in  the  year  1799,  you  waited  upon  the 
secretaries  of  sute,  lord  Grenville,  and  Mr. 
Dundas?  —  Tbe  instant  I  arrived  in  Eng- 

land I  waited  upon  Mr.  Dundas:  I  wrote 
him  a  note. 

I  do  not  want  to  know  particulars.— Did 
you  receive  any  reproaches  from  either  of 
the  secretaries  of  state  for  havinc  bc»n  in 
the  French  service  up  to  that  period  in  1799  ? 
—I  did  not 

Have  you  since  that  been  at  Court?— I 
have. 

And  you  have  been  receive^  graciously  by 
the  kingf — Very  graciously. 

Lord  C'hief  Justice  Eyre, — ^Not  one  word 
of  this  is  evidence;  I  shall  strike  out  every 
word  of  it 

Mr.  TooXce.- Will  your  lordship  be  so  kind 
as  to  tell  me  what  is  evidence,  and  then  I  will 
give  that  which  will  be  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,— Tht  conduct  of 
colonel  Money  is  not  under  our  considerar 
tion :  whether  he  acted  rii^ht  or  wrong— whe- 

ther he  was  approved  of  by  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  kmg,  or  disapproved  of,  is  no- 

thing to  the  present  inquiry. 
w.  Toolce.— By  endeavouring  to  be  short, 

perhaps  ray  object  is  not  perceived. 
Lora  Chief  Jutlice  £yre.— If  there  is  any 

Trid^J9lmHan$ToQki  \ja$ 
thing  that  coimects  yov  widi  ws  ditnm- 
slance  thptcoocenis  cfrfooel  Moo^  then  it 
will  be  endesee. 

Mr.  SiVdbe.— My  olnecl  it  this— llml  'm I  do  not  know  wUrb,  wbetiie^ 

July,  August.  October^  or scnntioos  or  tetteit  of  mine, 

probation^  or  intention  lo|^' 

eertain 

cS 

none  was  given)  to  Fraoee,  eppeer  to  me  to 
have  been  spoken  of  as  if  toqy  were  after  tfit 
war  commeooed;  now,  it  seems  (o  bemHoh 
stronger  b  the  ease  cf  a  man  who  baa  the 
approbatkm  of  the  king  and  the  secfetaiiia  of 
ttate  who  had  actually  been  in  the  Fnach 

tetviee^  than  a  "propesal  to  give  some  ibni 
to'lhe  soMier^  wbicn  never  were  pven. 

lord  Chief  Justice  Jl^— If  your  mb| 
was  to  show  when  tbe  war  eonmeoceSL  ee 

hxl^  nmy  be  proper,  because  m  thetsbie 
your  case  may  oe  impKcaled;  but  wfaethet 
eidonel  Money  acted  right  or  wveog,  whether 
hb  oooduet  was  approved  or  ihsappioved, 
cannot  touch  your  case. 

Mr.  IbsJbcr-No,  surely,  that  wae  not  a^ 
o^ect;  Inseantio  have  the  joint  bewil  of 
showing  what  were  the  opinions  of  this  gsn* 
tleman  and  the  secretaries  of  state  rehrtive  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war;  andjoiDng 
that  evklence  with  the  king^s  speeches,  bow 
before  and  after  this  time,  I  thought  that  I 
should  satisfy  ani 
could  not  know  wi 
if  it  is  wrong, 

will  not  pursue  it— I  have  no  more  qurstidna 
to  ask  colonel  Money. 

—  Maiwelly  esq.  sworn.— Eiamined  by 
Mr.  Ertkine. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ?— ̂I  do. 
How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — ^I  nave 

known  him  ever  since  the  year  1793. 
Where  did  you  first  become  aoqiwiinted 

with  him  ? — At  Wimbledon. 
Did  you  visit  hiro  there  F— I  did. 
Had  you  ever  any  opportunity  in  conse* 

queoce  of  those  visits  of  knowing  his  political 
sentiments  ?— I  had. 

Confidentially?— Yes,  I  think  I  mayssy 
confidentially. 

What  davs  did  you  visit  Mr.  Tooke  ?— Ge» 
nerally,  I  think,  on  a  Sunday. 

What  passed  upon  those  occasions,  as  rekk 
live  to  the  particular  subject  which  Imngs  us 
here  F- It  would  he  difficult  for  me  to  state 
every  thing  that  has  passed  upon  those  occa^ 

T  tnis  ume,  i  inougnt  tnat  i 
any  reasonable  mud  that  I 

r  wnat  nobody  else  did:  but, 
I  havebst  but  little  time,  I 

I  mean  any  promment  circumstance  that 
your  mind  suggests  to  you  at  this  moment? — 
1  have  heard  Mr.  Tooke  say  that  he  dimp- 
E roved  of  universal  suftage;  I  have  beam 
im  argue  against  it  in  the  presence  of  a  fov 

confidential  mends. 
Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Tooke  say  any  thhig 

with  regard  to  the  means  of  accomplisUpi  • 
parliamentary  reform  P^I  have. — ^I 
to  have  heard  him  say,  thit  he 
night  be  a  propeir  thing  for  some 



Iff0?t« 

T**  nr«i>nt,  aud  such  others  a«  mi^hl 
■pprc  i>liiTi»  to  stand,  whenever  any 
opoor;  re<},    fur  the  clu^e  boroughs : 
ftoa  I!  irccect  in  beinsi;  returned 
to  poi  ;  hen  they  shotiTd  petition, 
in  ordcrf  to  t.xu.i!»e  nH  the  absurdities  and  ini- 

qtittieii  atltuaint;  the  election  at  such  bo- 
fbtighA,  und  by  that  means  to  induce  a  majo- 

rity of  liotb  !lot]s€s  of  parliament,  and  the 

mou:^'  '  tors  throut^hshameT  to  agree 
to  «  I  he  reprcscnl;iti<tn  of  the  Coni- 

Dld  yuu  evvr  hear  Mr.  Tooke  offer  any  ex- 
|ir^»sior)  hu»lile  lo  the  prerogative  of  the 

crown«  or  to  the  king's  person  ?— I  never  did. 
Or  t.j  llie  hereditary  oflicc  of  the  peers  in 
ti  of  Lords  f— Nor  to  the  hereditary 
r  ue  peer5  in  the  llousf*  of  Lords  1 
never  did. 

'   M^Mwelt^  esq  ̂ —Examined  by   Mr. 
Tooke, 

Whether  there  were  any  f»entlemcn  at  my 
table  ihiit  day,  when  this  proposal  was.  made 
hj  tne,  of  ̂ landing  for  all  the  pocket  h4»- 
raugbs,  who  con5culc<l  to  stand  when  the  bo- 
I0li§h»  became  vacant  ?— There  was  one  con- 
iciiied. 

I>o  yoti  recoUeGt  his  name  ? — Mr.  Walker, 
'  Manciie^ler. 

you  recollect  any  other  ?^-I  do  not  re- 
any  other  who  consented. 
you  yourself  take  it  for  consideration? 
(proved  of  the  thing,  and  took  it  for 

leration. 

Maxwtlt,  esq. — Cross-examined  by 
Mr*  Attorncif  GtneraL 

Toe  are  not  doctor  Maxwell,   are  you  ?— I 
Dot. 

May  I  presume  to  ask  you  where  you  live? 

"ly  residence  is  in  the  county  of  Liolithgo^v, Scot  land, 
On  what  occasion  did  you  come  up  to  town 
1793?— I  generally  am  in  town  every  year. 

did  not  happen  to  dine  at  Mr  looke's 
any  time  lowards.  the  close  of  the  year  J  793? 

->I  was  not  acquainted  with  Mr. Tooke  attliat tiiQ^ 

. — .   MaxwcU,  esq. — Re-examined  bv  Mr. 
Twke. 

As  you  are  not  doctor  Maxwell.    I  beg  to 

wtait  trade  or  profession  you  are  of  r^ ' 

K 
1 

of  no  trade  or  profession. 
Whether  you  are  a  clerk  in  any  office  ?— 
D,  I  am  not. 

Whether  you  are  any  genU^nan's  servant  ? -No. 

vou  have  servants  of  your  own  ?— \ 
Mr  Gtneral.—l  asked  whether 

he  wn  4iwell}  because  there  was  a 
doctor  i>i  ivivcjj,  1  see,  a  member  of  Uie Con- 
MtoliQiial  Society. 

>''    '"--'v-f' — He  is  a  gentleman  in  a  vers 
6i'  ^ion. 

V. 

Edward  May^   esq.    sworn, — nxamiineJ  by;j 
Mr.  Erskinc. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ?— Yes,     *J 
How  long  have  you  known  him  ?— Bett< 

than  two  yosrs, 
i\re  you  a  nieml»er  of  the  Conslttntionafj 

Society  ? — I  am  a  member  of  no  soriely  alaH 
Your  nrqnniniancc  with   Mr.  Tooke  is  ofJ 

course  in  private  li(e  ?— Knliitly  so.  '< 
\\hv€  voij  hoesi  intimate  with  him  ? — Yes— A] 

Mr.  Tooke  has  oflfn  dined  at  rnv  't    | 
his, and  not  heini:;  it  member «  I 
cictics, I  wi^hedlokt)ow|ii*ipr!i  ;,  .  .  .  ,-,.,(» 
often  talked  very  freely  ;  I  httve  lVequcr>tljf  j 
asked  his  sentiments  upon  pohiics,  he  ha$f 
uniformly  totd  me  he  wi*iht'd  well  both  to  tbd) 
king  and  the  ari*^tocracy  of  this  country ;  thsflJ 
the  only  change  he  wished  was  in  the  Hou! 
of  Commons,  The  last  conversation  1  hi 

with  Mr.  Tooke  was  in  the  street,  a  Vei^| 
short  time  l>efore  he  was  taken  up. 

Upon    these  subjects,  did    you   fmd  Mr, 
Tooke  a  man  loose  and  floating  in  his  opinion^ 
I  or  was  he  steady  to  one  opinion,  ana  to  onft^] 
I  purpose?— I  found  him  both  wiion  he  hai 
:  dr.mk  a  great  deal  of  wine,   and  when  pep-, 
feclly  sober  in  the  morning,    unifurmly  con- 

sistent with  the  same  pftncipTcs.      1    have' 
heard    him   reprobate    the    introduction    o!f  j 

Painc's    principles  here,    sayinc,    that    thisi 
country  was  not  fit  for  a  republic;    that  tha 
only  ihmg  he  wanted  was  a  parliutnetilary  re-^- 
form ;  am)  he  also  told  me  Lliat  he  refused , 

being  a  delegate  lo  the  Scotch  convention. 

Edward    May,    esq.— Cross-examined    b/ 
Mr,  Mtorucy  GtneraL 

Do  I  rightly  understand  you,  that  in  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Tooke  you  Itave  heard  hint 

reprobate  Mr.  Paine's  principles  ? — Reprobate the  introduction  of  his  pnnciplts  htre,  and  I 
have  also,  to  the  best  of  my  retol lection^ 
heard  him  say  that  he  refused  being  a  dele- 

gate to  the  Scotch  convention. 

William  Tooke  Harecoodj  c^q.  sworn* — ^Exa- 
mined by  Mr.  Er shine. 

You  are,  1  believe,  an  officer  in  the  army  ? — 1  am. 

Of  what  regiment  ?— The  ninth  of  dragoons. 
Of  wh?it  rank  ?^'aptain  of  a  troop  m  tha 

ninth  r**giment  of  dragoons. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  Tooke ?^Most  iDtl* matelyr 

How  long  have  you  known  him  ?— My 
uncle  ujtroduced  me  to  him  about  six  years 
a^o,  who  has  likewise  a  great  friendship  for him. 

In  consequence  of  that  introdoclion,  and 

your  uncle's  friendship,  that  intimacy  grew 
belwern  you  ? — U  did. 

Have  you  been  in  the  course  of  visiting  him 
much  ?^Frequeotly,  from  day  to  day. 

1  take  it  for  granted  that  it  has  bappcncrl 
to  you  in  consequence  of  that  intimacy,  lo 
have  had  conversation  with  Mr.  Tooke  upon 

a  F 
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C499 tnany  different  subjects;    whether,  among 
others,  you  have  ever  conversed  with  him  npon 

•    gc 

his political  subjects  ?— Certainly,  it 
neral  theme. 

Are  you  able  to  inform  the  geDtlemeQ  of 
theiury  what  his  sentiments  were  upon  poli- 

tical subjects,  at  applicable  to  this  country 
and  its  government  ?— -He  had  the  highest  ve- 

neration for  this  memment  in  KinjE,  Lords, 
and  Commcns,  but  he  said  the  House  of 
Commons  wanted  a  reform ;  that  there  were 
a  great  number  of  boroagh- mongers,  who 
ouglitto  be  made  asham^  of  themselves; 
that  that  part  of  the  representation  ought  to 
be  reformed,  and  there  were  no  other  means 
>f  reforming  it,  but  by  application  to  them* 
selves,  and  continual  applicatioDs,  till  they 
«cre  made  ashamed,  and  had  done  it. 

Do  you  remember  any  profKMitton  of  Mr. 
Tfloke  to  try  to  aceompiisn  this  purpose,  and 
in  what  way  f— He  made  a  proposal  to  a 
great  number  of  friends,  that  tJiey  should*  all 
stand  for  the  different  rotten  Jborougha,  and 
that  each  should  petition  aninst  the  mem- 

bers who  might  be  supposecTto  have  bought 
the  original  mterest  or  it.  I  proposed  myself 
to  be  one,  I  believe  Mr.  Maxwell  was  an»* 
ther,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Manchester,  another, 
and  I  believe  there  were  some  others  who 
were  very  desirous  of  doing  it;  he  said,  by 
this  means  only  we  could  ever  expect  a  re- 

form ;  and  it  was  only  by  such  a  reform  that 
we  could  ever  expect  any  good  to  this  coun- 

try. ] 
Was  Mr.  Home  Tooke  uniform,,  steady, 

and  firm  in  those  principles  ?— Yes;  in  every 
thing  I  ever  heard  him  say  or  do. 

You  never  found  him  taking  up  a  senti- 
ment one  day,  and  laying  it  down  the  next? 

—Never. 

William  Tooke  Harmood,  eso.  cross-examined 
by  Mr.  Attorney  General. 

I  believe  it  appears  by  the  Constitutional 

Society's  book,  that  you  are  a  member  of 
that  society  ? — ^I  am. 

Is  not  your  name  William  Tooke  Har- 
wood  ? — ^Yes. 

It  appears  by  the  book  that  you  were  pre- 
sent upon  the  23rd  of  March,  1799.  Do  you 

recollect  certain  resolutions  from  Sheffield, 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety upon  them,  and  an  association  of  twelve 
members  from  Sheffield  with  your  society  ? — 
I  think  I  remember  the  association  of  twelve 
members;  what  the  resolutions  are,  unless  I 
heard  them,  I  cannot  tell. 

You  sicned  them.  I  believe,  as  chairman  ? 
~If  I  did  I  will  tell  you.  [The  book  thown  to 
the  witneu],    Tliat  is  my  writing. 

You  were  present,  1  believo,  also,  as  the 
book  informs  me,  wheti  your  AKictv  wrote  a 

letter  to  the  society  of  the  Fr'tends  of  the 
People  ?— 1  believe  1  was. 

Are  you  a  member  of  the  so'iiety  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  f— No,  I  an\  not. 

00  yoa  recolkct  the  aiifwer  tbtt  was  sent 

by  lord  John  Russell  to  your  Bocielgrf— No^ I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was. 

You  never  read  it  perhaps  P— I  dare  tay  I 
did  at  tlie  time,  but  I  have  forj^tteo  it  aono. 

Do  you  recollect  an  applicatioo  firom  am^ 
wich,  which  was  read  m  the  ConstilutioiMl 
Society  upon  the  4th  of  May>  1T0«,  for  alio* 
ciating  twelve  persons  at  jforwkk  witkyovr 
society? — I  tbisk  I  do. 

Yea  have  no  doubt,  that  application  war 
made,  and  that  then  they  were  associated  f-* 
I  think  they  were. 

You  were  present  also,  I  believe,  upon  Ae 
1  ith  of  May,  1799,  when  an  address  vras  n* 
solved  upon  to  the  Jacobins  in  Fnmoe  ?— That 
I  am  not  certain  of. 

Your  name  appears  here;  you  have  hovA 
of  such  an  address  ?— I  have. 

Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  sodety  weak 
one?— Really  I  do  not  know;  I  was  not  the 
instrument  of  sending  one,  nor  do  I  know 
how  it  was  conveyed,  so  I  cannot  sa^. 

Nor  do  not  know  the  contents  ofit?— -No, 
I  do  noL 

You  know  that  Mr.  Paine  was  a  meaibcp 

ef  your  society  ?— He  was. 

And  Mr.  Barlow  too  f — Ai»  honorary  mem- ' 
her. 

Do  you  know  ef  the  proceedings  of  your. 
society  about  the  publishmg  Barlow's  workSy 
and  Paine's  works  ?— I  do  not  remember  then 
at  this  moment,  we  approved  of  parloftbeBi 
aad  part  we  disapproved. 

What  part  you  approved,  and  what  part 
you  disapprove,  I  take  for  granted,  will  ap- 

pear in  the  resolutions  of  your  society?— 
Very  probably. 

Do  you  recollect  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  te 
send  the  address  to  the  Jacobins  at  Parb?— 
No,  I  do  not. 

Were  you  present  when  the  address  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society  was  agitated^ 
whether  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  be  sent  ti» 
the  National  Convention  of  France  ? — ^No^  I 
was  not  present. 

Did  you  know  that  two  persons  of  the 
London  Corresponding  Society,  Maraarot  and 
Hardy,  had  consulted  Mr.  Tooke  about  that 
address  ?— I  did  not. 

Did  you  knuw  that  Mar^rot  was  an  asso» 
ciated  member  of  your  society?— I  have  seen 
him  there,  and,  theref(»re,  I  dare  say  he  was, 
otherwise  I  do  not  know  that  he  was. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.   Gerrald   there  ?--»I 
have. 

Mr.  Sinclair  ? — He  was  a  member. 
Mr.  Martin  ? — lie  was  a  member. 
Were  yuu  there  when  the  address  from 

your  own  society  was  sent  to  the  National 
Convention  ?— I  really  do  not  know;  ifyoii 
will  tell  me  the  time,  perhaps,  I  may  rtoolbeC 

The  address  of  the  9th  of  November,  179t) 
— I  have  not  been  in  London  in  the ; 
November,  for  the  last  five  or  six 

Do  vou  happen  to  know  wbo~*i that  address  of  the  9th  Of  NovmIi> 
—I  do  not.  .  i^  J 
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Were  yon  ra  town  in  April,  t793,  when  a 
Idtef  WM  aenl  to  Norwich,  ̂ saving,  y^iu  were 
not  to  look  to  ttio  king  or  puriianienl  ? 

Mt.  Ertkint.^l  would  iinich  rather  yoa 
should  read  the  wtiole  of  the  letter, 

Mr,  Attvrnnt  Oenerat. — Were  you  present 
wbcfi  a  ̂tllef  of  the  16th  of  November^  17y:i» 
iir*A  sent  to  Norwich  relative  tu  un  address  to 

the  kio^  or  the  parliameDt,  or  the  holdlDg  a 
c^vf  ntion  of  the  people? — I  do  rcmembor  a 

r  of  that  kind. 

io  gcMHl  as  to  look  at  that  [lAoiuiJiif  it 
ie  vifn«r«]y  and  tell  me  if  that  )t»  the  itrait 
Ihe  letter? — I  dare  say  it  is. 
Whose  hand  wrUing  is  that  draft?— I  do 
know,  fur  a  certainty,  whose  it  is, 
hose  do  you  believe  it  to  be  ? 

Captain  Harwoo^/.— Should  I  implicate  any 
body  upon  my  belief,  when  I  am  not  certain  ? 
i  ask  you  according  to  your  belief.     Do 

beheve  it  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  any 
•i^"'  M  f'-^^  yciu  have  ever  seen  write? 

HanxHkid.^—Uo  you  mean  wlielher 
.    .       it  or  not? 

Do  yoii  believe  it  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  I 
rson  whom  you  have  ever  seen  wrUe  i 

do  not? — I  cannot  swear  to  that  hand- 

ling at  alt. 
n  sure  you  do  not  understand  my  que*- 
I  do  not  ask  you  whether  you  know, 

it  m-hctheryou  bclteve  it  is  (he  hand-writing 

'any  person  that  you  h^vc  seen  write  ? — ^1 
tell  you  it  is  more  like  one  man's  than 

)iher,  if  that  will  answer  your  purpose. 
Tliat  will  not  do,  my  question  is  exceed- 

nlairi     Do  you  believe  Jt  to  be  the  hand- 
iny  person  you  have  seen  write  ? — 
i^*  Air.  Paine's* 

^liave  jou  seen    Mr.  Paine  write?— No, 
kver;  f  have  seen  him  writing  in  I  he  same 

iHit  1  never  looked  over  bim  while  | 
-•     J- 
Mr.  Attornry  General. — If  you  had  told  me 
Lt  at  first  I  should  not  have  pressed  you: 

you  were  present  upon  the  16th  of  April, 
f93,  you  remember,  perhaps,  ihiit  .Mr.  Frost 

;,    \.tt.r  which   was  to  be  sent  to  the 

itrnit  -  At  Norwich,  1  ask  you,  upon 
.  ji»,  by  whom,  according  to  your 

\  i1  you  do  know  by  wJwm  was 
to  Norwich  prepared  — When  that 

rr  w»s  received  from  Norwich,  it  was  first 
»posed  that  Mr.  Frost  should  answer  it; 

tt  upon  a  re  consideration,  as  t  ciiuie  from 
lorwich,  the  letter  was  given  to  me  to  an- 
trr;  I  carried  it  in  my  pocket  from  one 

to  another,  and  thrxjugh  carelessness  I 
fMi4  answer  it;  just  before  the  meeting  of 
•ociety  I  sent  that  letter  over  to  Mr. 

raaghaii,  and  begged  him  to  carry  it  to  the 
lodfely.  and  requested  him  either  to  au<$wer 
it  tliiiM^lfi  or  get  some  one  to  answer  it. 
!^nieo  I  came  to  the  society  the  answer  was 
mtten,  aod,   X  bcheve,  it  was  afterwards 

>wi  do  oot  know  who  prepared  it  ?— 

A*  D.  1794^. 
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was  wriitea 
I  do  not,  f:irther  than  that  it 
when  I  came. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.— On  what  day 
was  it  voted  to  be  sent? 

Mr.  Attornfy  Gencrui.— On  the  12th  of 
April,  1793,  according  to  the  book.  You 
have  now  stated  what  you  did  with  this  drart. 
There  is  an  entry  in  the  book,  Mr,  Vaucrhan, 
as  one  of  a  coiumiltee,  is  that  the  same  Mr, 
Vaughan  to  whom  you  sent  the  Norwich 
letter  ?— Yes,  Mr.  Felix  Vaughan  ;  he  did  noi 
belong  to  the  Constitutional  Society,  but  he 
sometimes  dined  there,  and  went  away  after- wards. 

Did  he  belong  to  the  London  TorrcRpond- 
ing  Society  ? — 1  nat  I  cannot  tell ;  he  belonged 
to  some  society,  I  believe.  He  dined  willi 
the  Constitutional  Society,  but  always  went 
away  before  the  meeting  assembled,  and 
therefore  was  gone  away  before  I  went  there* 

Do  j^ou  recollect  who  read  the  answer  in 
the  society  ihut  nieht  ?— No,  indeed  I  do  not; 
I  suppose  the  secretary. 
You  cannot  charge  your  memory  with 

that  ? — I  dare  say  the  secretary. 
You  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Frost  wai 

present  that  night? — I  do  not. 

Do  you  remember  being  present  when  the' 
society  returned  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Barlow^ 
and  Mr.  Frost,  for  their  conduct  in  prescnlinr 
the  addresses  lo  the  National  Convention  r 

— 1  remember  that.  ' 
Do  you  remember  the  letters  which  wcris 

scut  by  Frost  or  Barlow,  stating  what  they 
had  said  tu  the  president,  and  what  the  pre- 

sident had  said  to  them  f—l  never  saw  them, 
nor  heard  the  contents;  the  thanks,  1  beUcvc, 
1  signed. 

Voii  say  you  sent  the  Norwich  letter  to 
Mr.  Vaughan,  and  you  found  an  answer  pre- 

pared. Where  dtd  you  get  the  Norwich  let* 
lei  ?  —  From  the  society. 

What  society  ?— Tiie  Constitutional  Society i^^  L(/ndon. 

Do  you  recollect  who  gave  it  you? — 1  sup- 

pose the  secretary,  or  1  might  take  it  off  the* table. 

Look  at  this  letter  (Mkou.ing  ii  tothe  wii" 

nen),  and  tell  me,  upon  your  recollection^  < 
wiicthec  this  is  the  letter  from  Norwich  P- 
I  dare  say  that  is  the  tetter,  which,  I  remem* 
ber,  we  said  was  a  very  foolish  one. 

And  you  gave  an  answer  to  il,  as  such,  t 
picsume?— No,  I  do  not  know   any  things 
about  that. 

I  untlcr^tood  you  to  say  that  you  had  comf 
from  Nurv^ith?— T  did. 

Had  you  been  with  any  of  the  societies 
Norwuti    when   you    w.iS  there  ? — I   nev« 
visited  the  societies     I  know  a  great  manj 
of  the  members  of  them. 

Do  you  mean  I  he  societies  that  had  twcjve 
meiiihers  a^ivociateii  with  the  Cuu>tjlutionai 

Society.' — Yes,  I  knew  soiie  oi  Uiem. 
Was  that  letter  put  into  your  hands  by  U 

society,  without  any  previous  conversation 

on  your  pait,  desirins  it  to  beuttt? — L\.^:axo» 
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by  the  post,  I  siippasc,  there  is  the  post  mark 
uyton  it,  I  believe. 

When  you  Icfl  Norwich,  did  you  know  that 
it  van  to  be  sent?— No,  I  do  not  know  the 
man  that  signed  it. 

You  knew  nothing  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Scotch  Convention,  of  course? — I^otin 
tlic  least. 

And  you  were  not  present  upon  the  20th 
of  January,  1794,  at  tlie  Ciube  tavern? — 
No. 

Nor  present  in  the  ConstitutiQnal  Society 
upon  the  17lli  of  January?— No. 

You  were  not  present  upon  the  24th  of 
January,  in  the  Constitutional  Society  ? — 
^'o. 

Nor  subsequent  to  tliat  lime  ? — No ;  I  have 
not  been  in  Loudon  for  a  twelve-month. 

William  Ihokc  HanrouJ,  esq.^Re-exainined 
by  Mr.  Tooke, 

You  have  been  asked  concerning  twelve  as- 
sociated members  from  Sheflield,  and  twelve 

associated  members  from  Norwich— You  an- 

swered, that  you  remembered  the  associated  '  People,  for  a  letter  which  they  wrote, in  which 

to  co-operate  with  them  for  the  general  olyect 
of  parliamentary  reform  ?*-Unuoubted]ly. 

The  proposition  stated  byt^Correapouding 
Society  in  their  letter,  beine  read  in  your  so- 

ciety, a  debate  upon  it  took  |Mace.  What  wer^ 
the  reasons  assigned  bv  yourself,  and  others, 
for  not  agreeing  to  send  a  delegate  to  this  pn^ 
posed  convention? — I  remember,  perfectly, 
the  reason  which  I  aasigned,  and  wnicb  pro* 
duced,  at  the  last,  a  eeneral  acquiescence  waa 
that  a  Iwd  use  would  oe  made— — 

.  Mr.  Garro». — I  must  take  the  liberty  of  in- 
terrupting my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Rous,  in  this 

examination,  and  submit  my  doubts  with  great 
deference  to  the  Court — Whetlier  this  cap  pos- 

sibly be  evidence,or  any  thing  like  evidence,  or 
any  thing  that  borders  upon  the  shape  of  it 

This  is  a  society  of  which  the  gentleman' at  the bar,  neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  as  I  understanci 
from  any  statement,  a  mejnber,  consequently 
he  was  not  present  at  this  meeting. — Mr.  Aous 
is  now  examining  as  to  tlic  reasons  which  were 
stated  by  certain  individual  members  of  a  so- 

ciety, calling  itself  a  Society  of  Friends  of  the 

inembers :  do  you  mean  by  that,  that  you 
ever  saw  any  of  them  at  that  society  ? — Never. 

To  the  best  of  your  knowledge,  did  any  of 
those  assoetated  members  ever  attend  ? — 1  be- 

lieve, never  any  one. 
When  you  said  you  remembered  them, 

Tou  meant  remembered  their  names  upon  the 
hookit  ? — ^Just  so. 
And  do  you  believe  that  any  thing  else 

ever  followed  from  ihcM  associated  members  ? 
-—Nothing. 

George  Rous,  esq.,  (Barrister  at  Law)  sworn. — 
KNamiiicd  by  Mr.  Erakine. 

they  state  such  reasons  as  they  thought  fit  to 
give  for  declining  the  proposal  that  was  made 
to  them.  That  letter  your  lordships  have  re- 

ceived, and,  I  believe,  without  any  ol^ectioB 
from  this  side  of  the  table,  probably  upon  the 
ground,  that  as  it  is  an  answer  to  an  ac|  whwh 
IS  charged  against  the  prisoner,  it  is  fit  to  be 
received  as  |>art  of  the  res  gesta  upon  the  sub- 

ject. But  whatever  the  reul  reasons  were, 

pood  or  bad,  that  were  assigned  eit(.(>r  by  the 
learned  and  honourable  gentleuian  under  exa- 

mination, or  by  other  persons,  nioro  or  less 
learned,  or  more  or  less  loyal  tlmn  he  is,  with 

I  great  deference  they  seemed  to  me  not  to  be 
You  area  member  of  the  Society  of  tlie  |  nt  to  be  received  in  evidence,  inasuiuch  as  they 

riirnds  of  the  People  ?— Yes ;  and  have  been 
so  from  its  first  institution. 

Do  you  remember  being  present  at  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  when  a 

letter  came  to  them  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society,  toucliing  the  sending  dele- 

gates to  a  convention,  thai  they  were  about  to 
call  in  the  spring  of  179i?— I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  there  was  or  was 
not  a  considerable  numl>er  of  the  Society  of 
the  Friends  of  the  People  present  upon 
that  occasion  ? — I  think  there  was  a  pretty  full 
meeting. 

Was  the  propriety,  or  impropriety  of  acced- 
ing to  the  pmposition  of  the  Corresponding 

society  debated  ? — It  was. 
Upon  what  ground,  and  for  what  reasons 

was  it  rejected,  and  the  letter  sent  which  is 
signed  hy  .Mr.  lireton,  and  has  been  read  in 
this  cause  ? — The  reasons  given,  were  an 
apprehension  that  a  bad  u.sc  would  be  made  of 
the  convention ;  the  proposal  was  generally 
declined ;  the  terms  of  the  letter  I  (io  not  re- 
collect. 

ThoQgh  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People  rejected  the  proposition  to  join  in  that 
convention,  yet  they  were  ready  to  continue 

appear  to  have  no  application  to  the  subject. 
Ir  this  objection  happens  not  to  he  founded,! 
bee  pardon  for  interposing  the  objection,  but 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  Uiat  this  has  any  bear- 
mg  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  must  say  a  single 
word  in  support  of  this  objection,  liecause  when 
one  learned  lawyer  is  examining  another  learn- 

ed lawyer,  with  whom  I  have  a  great  deal  to  do, 
in  the  course  of  my  profession,  he  will  pardon 
me  for  saying  there  is  no  end  of  it — If  alW 
Mr.  Breton  has  stated  the  reasons  of  the  So- 

ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  a  letter, 
which  is  a  great  public  document  of  that  so- 

ciety, we  are  to  have  all  the  arguments,  of 
all  the  very  able  orators  in  that  scKiety,  for 
that  is  the  eflect  of  this  examination.  I  have 
no  doubt  my  learned  friend  would  discuss  this 
very  ably  in  that  society,  though  upon  that 
occasion,  probably,  as  well  as  many  others, 
he  and  I  snould  differ  very  widely. 

Mr.  Erskine. — I  shall  state  very  shortly  my 
answer  to  this  objection,  for  the  very  best 
reason  in  the  world,  because  your  lonisbip 
sees  I  am  not  capable  of  going  into  it  U 
length. — The  Court  has  very  properly  diviM 
thu  cause  iaio  t«K>  braoches-r-fiss^  v|ae^ 



thiru-f  .if  a  conspiracy   of   the   nature 
^cliar .  ^  iodictntent  existed  at  all — and 
;»<:cv  (ler,  U  It  exJste^l,  it  U  brought 
\  I.     Under  the  first  branch 

«.  g^cnX  deal  has  been  gone 
1  >  I  iiiu  sure  your  lordship  wUi 

t  I  am  not  arguing  ag^nsl  llie 
%d.xi.  a  order  to  slicw  Uufcl  ll»e  Lon- 

iling  Sonety  meant  mischief  by 
I'r.ipi.M.j  convention;— and  in  order  to 

jvi  tJt.it  they  meant  mischief  by  it,  a  great 
re  liis  been  given,  of  what  was 

t  it  members. 

'L^  ,..v,><]   to  ask   Mr.  Rous^  was 
i!i— A  {  was  made  to  us, — I  say  Iq 

I*,  ̂ ein^  member  of  that  society, 

|ihrase  naturat  cnougfi, — 
'd   to  the  Friends  ol  the 

*«opIe,  itud  Mr.  Ituus  happened  to  be  present 
Uiat    lime.     Now  if  the  attorney-general 

p  )t  3  jirupositign  had  been  made 
-  of  the  People  of  a  nature, 

tJ]<r  ».!«-•:  of  It,  most  undoubtedly  criminal, 

y  t^iJH'   whirh  the  Friends  of  the  People 
'  ■  M  Upon  that  iTiminal  paper,  so  written 

cuuld  not  do  away  us  cruninatrty  in 
J  »^^.^c  :  but  as  the  pa(>er  is  in  itself  indif^ 

I,  or  if  it  were  criminal^  is  certainly  far 
rl  of  that  which  brings  us  together  in  this 

1  as  its  criminality  is  to  depend  upon 
on  which  the  jury  shall  find  that 

I J  n  to  liavc  been  made  with,  I  propose 
(t  Rfiu?,  whether  any  of  the  society, 
il  r  was  addressed,,  put  that 

n  upon  it,  which  the  al- 
llic  jury  to  put  upon  it. 
ne;  the  attorney-general 

'^b  in.iij  v^iiKu  i  do  not  accede  tu,  namely, 
u  have  gut  the  document  of  this  society,* 
tier  aigtjed  by  Mr,  lireton,  and  therefore  that 

ment  alunc  forsooth,  i$  to  be  evidence.  He 

ay  c«lt  it  i?n  ,  I  deny  it ;  I  say  that  a  letter, 
jUfd  I'V  Mr.  William  Orclon,  a  very  honour- 
c  itnd  respectable  man«  as  charrman  of  a 
imiltce — not  a  committee  known  to  the 
mI  lUf  f  mmfrv.  nor  a  committee  formed 

aoy  cx)\t'  '  •',  or  court  of  parliament, 
»  volii  ubiy  of  private  men— is 

1  at  all  upon  that  society  * 
,  in  ord»r  to  gel  at  the 

-«ii»  u'ty  ot  the  Friends  of  the 
right  Ui  examine  every  person 

-  -i  lit.     It  may  be  said,  what  h  il 
*c  what  the  IricndH  of  the  People 
Upon  my  word,  th^at  is   what  I 
;  I  think  it  nothing  to  the  pur- 
if  thr\  had  loUl  the  London  Cor- 

in  that  letter,  that  they 

   iS^  and,  instead  of  writing 
«l#wti»  h^J  1  landed  it  to  the  secretary 

should  not  have  thought  il  rrimi- 
the   l>oudon  i  uling  Society  at 
6(nuch  as  th<  f  private  men, 

the  acts  of  olliet    piisaic   men,  is  not 
ce   in  any  court  j  but  all  evidence  is 
ent,  or  not,  as  il  is  to  l>e  followed  up 
ttr  wttich  t<(uvht6  \ht  caun: ;  and  what 

I  wished  to  examine  Mr.  Rous  to^  is  this,  that 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  hav- 

ing put  this  construction  upon  the  word  cat^, 
ttrUion^  which  I  am  putting  upon  it,  whether, 
he  did  not  see  Mr.  Richter,  one  of  the  persons 
now  in  custody,  and  whether  he  had  not  a 
certain  conversation  with  him   

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— You  caimut  state 
all  your  evidence  in  a  speech. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  JCyre. — Then  you  give 

up  the  present  point. 
Mr.  £ri/rine.— No  ;  I  do  pot 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.  —  Then  you 

should  not  start  another.  At  present  we  arc 
upon  the  question,  whether  Mr.  littub  is  to  be 
permitted  to  give  the  particular  reason  which 
mfluenced  him,  and  which,  he  thinks,  in^u* 
enced  others  to  agree  to  ttiat  letter  which  yf^& 

sent  to  the  Correspondmg  Society  -.  Uiat  ii 
the  only  question,  at  present,  under  cooii- 
deration ;  atid  that  is  the  objectian  that  has 
been  argued. 

Mr.  Enkine, — And  the  only  ground  upon 
which  I  can  answer  the  objection  is  this,  that 
if  they  had  not  read  the  answer,  which  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  sent  to 
the  Corresponding  Society,  it  would  be  qq 
evidence,  nor  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  ev^ 
dence;  but  that  the  Tetter  written  by  Mr. 
Breton,  as  tlit;  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  e*' 
pre8.*iive  of  tfieir  sentiments,  makes  it  open 
to  us  to  shew  what  the  real,  genuine  sejv 
tinients  of  that  sr)ciety  were  upon  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Mtorney  Genera/.— That  is  to  leave  to 
the  jury,  whether  Mr.  Erskioe  or  Mi.  Rous 
ma^e  the  best  speech. 

Mr,  Enkinc^^l  was  not  there. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — It  is  utterly  im- 

possible to  maintain  that  this  can  be  received 
in  evidence.  The  only  thing  that  can  be 
made  use  of  to  charge  the  prisoner,  in  any 
manner,  is  that  which  came  to  the  liands  of 
the  CoDstitutional  Society,  and  whether  that 
was  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  or  was  not  the 

sense  of  this  meeting,  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose i  the  Constitutional  Society  did  receive 

&uch  a  letter  from  the  Friends  of  the  Pcoplci 
that  letter  must  speak  for  itself. 

Mr.  Enkine, — Thai  is  not  the  letter  I  am 
speaking  of;  it  is  the  letter  the  Corresponding 
Si>ciety  wrote  to  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  the  answer  of  the  Friends  of  the  People 
to  tlie  Cor rufion ding  Society. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  the  answer 
and  the  grounds  upon  which  that  answer  was 
sent,  that  we  are  now  debating,  whether 
other  grounds,  different  from  what  appears 
in  the  answer  itseii,  are  to  be  received  in  cvi> 
dence. 

Mr.  £rtikine.^No,  they  are  not  different,  f ! 
Mr.  Afiomey  General — Air.  Erskine  must 

see,  I  am  sure,  that  if  he  is  at  liberty  to  give 

ID  evidence  what  Mr.  Rous  said,  I'may  he at  liberty  to  give  in  evidence  wlvat  every 
other  gentleman  said  in  that  tavern  upon  that 

day. 
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Lord -Chief  Juttke  %re.— I  hnn  nilei  it. 
Mr.  J^rtiiniie.— Then  I  suhmit  to  your  lord- 

«hif(  whether  I  am  at  liberty  as  ask  Mr.  Roas 
if  MNr  thine,  and  what,  piosod  between  him 
uid  Mr.  Richter,  a  prnoner  now  in  Newgate 
upon  the  subject  of  this  convention  ? 

Mr.  Gorrov.— To  that  we  shall  object,  as 
we  have  not  given  any  evidence  of  Richter's declarations.  To  ask  what  Mr.  Rous  said  to 
Mr.  Richter,  or  Mr.  Richter  sud  to  Ifr.  Rous, 
I  submit  is  as  little  evidence  as  that  which 
your  lordship  has  ruled  not  to  be  within  a 
hundred  miles  of  the  shape  of  it. 

Mr.  £rt/knift— Certainly  no  declantioiis  of 
Riditer  have  been  offuredin  evidence;  but 
declaratiom  of  any  person  implicated  hi  this 
wtuch  is  submitted  to  the  jury  as  a  eonspj- 
TUjf  have  been  pven  in  evidoice;  and  this 
is  sobnutted  to  rdlmt  the  inference  arinng 
fttMn  it. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Syre.— The  gentiemen 
will  have  the  goodness  to  recollect  the  decla- 

ration I  set  out  with  in  giving  the  rule  in  the 
morning— that  the  principle  was,  that  de- 

clarations against  a  man's  self  are  to  be  re- 
ceived; because  no  man  is  precumed  to  say 

any  thing  that  would  make  against  himselr, 
for  any  other  reason  than  bemse  it  Is  true ; 
and  that  declarations  for  a  man's  self  are  not 
to  be  reeaved,  because  there  the  contrary  pre- 

sumption takes  place;  and  this  is  so  univer- 
sally known  in  practice,  that  I  think  it  can- 

not iurlv  be  debated. 
Mr.  7ooA«.— My  lord,  the  multitude  of  evi- 

dence which  I  had  intended  to  call  I  wish  to 
relinquish ;  I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  I  have  already  given;  but,  as  the 
bishop  of  Gloucester  is  in  court,  I  will  call 
him  now,  and  conclude  my  evidence. 

The  Right  Reverend  Richard  Beadon,  D.  D. 
Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester*  sworn^ — 
Examined  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  Too^.— My  lord,  I  ask  the  questions 
myself,  because  you  are  more  accustomed  to 
my  voice  than  to  the  voice  of  the  counsel—— 
I  bee  your  lordship  to  say  how  lone  we 
have  Deen  acquaintecf  ? — I  think  it  is  just  forty 
years  now. 
Was  that  acquaintance  slight,  or  afi^- 

tionate  and  confidential  ?— For  many  years 
certainly  not  a  slight  ac()uaintance,  but  very 
confidential  and  very  intimate. 
Where  did  our  acquaintance  first  begin 

my  lord?— At  the  University,  in  the  year 
1754. 

We  were  there  some  years  together,  I  sup- 
pose?— Until  we  took  our  bachelor  of  arts 

deerees— about  four  years. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £yre.— The  University 

of  Cambridge  f— Yes. 
LtMd Chief  Justice  £^.— What  Colleger 

—St  John's  College. 
Mr.  2WAe.— Does  your  lordship  recollect 

•  In  1809  tiaoalated  to  the  See  of  Bath  and 
Wells. 

my  taking  nov  master  of  arts  degree  f--I  do, 
pmectly  well. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  thai  that  de- 
gree was  opposed  ̂  — I  do. 

Does  ymir  lordship  recollect  ever  any  other 

person's  degree  being  opposed?— I  do  not  at 
present  recoUeet  any  odier. 

Is  not  the  decree  of  master  of  arts  sneh  a 
one  as  would  he  given  to  any  creatore  that 
could  answer  tQ  rational  questions  ? 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.—foT  Uie  hcnoor 
of  the  University  you  will  not  pursue  that 
Mr.  Tooke. 

Mr.  2h9Jke.— I  beg  your  lordship's  paidoQ 
—It  is  of  eome  consequence  Ui  me,  and  does 
not  afiect  the  honour  of  the  Univenity ;  if 
it  did,  I  am  too  &ithful  a  son  of  the  Univer- 

sity to  put  such  a  question;  for  I  mean  no 
joke  upon  that  University. 

Lonl  Chief  Justice  £^.— It  is  not  pot  ia 
terms  that  are  quite  so  measured  asyoo  would 
upon  consideration  put  it  in. 

Mr.  Tboke.— It  means  no  reflection,  and  ia 
important  for  me.  Your  lordship  must  per- 

ceive it  is  somethmg  extraordinary  that  that 
which  is  given  to  every  body  for  nothinc  was 
refused  to  me,  and  never  renised  to  any  body 
else. 

Lord  Chief  Justke  JEyre.— Certainly;  I 
dlgect  only  to  the  phrase. 

Mr.  TboJbe.— Does  your  lordship  think  that 
the  opposition  to  that  degree,  which  is  so 
easily  given  to  every  body,  proceeded  either 
from  any  immorality  in  my  conduct,  want 
of  character,  or  want  of  common  understand- 

ing and  abilities? — I  understood  it  to  origi- 
nate entirely  from  some  letters  printed  in  the 

public  papers,  said  to  be  written  by  you  to 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  published  by  him  as  such. 
Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  lord 

Montfort  *  took  a  very  active  part  in  opposi- 
tion to  my  deeree  ? — 1  do. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  in  conse- 
quence of  that  opposition,  very  minute  and 

very  strict  inquiry  was  made  into  all  the  books 
of  the  University  at  li^rge,  and  of  your  Col- 

lege in  particular,'  to  fir»d  out  something  to 
lay  to  my  charge  ? — I  certainly  have  an  im- 

perfect recollection  of  inquiries  of  that  land 
Deing  made ;  how  strict  they  were  I  cannot now  say. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  that  they 
produced  the  smallest  censure  of  anv  kind  to 
be  laid  to  my  charge  ? — I  do  not  recollect  any, 
and  believe  there  was  none. 

Does  yotir  lordship  believe,  from  my  course 
of  life,  during  my  stay  at  that  university,  that 
any  possible  charge  could  be  laid  to  me,  with 
respect  to  my  morality,  knowledge,  decency, 
quietness,  or  the  respectability  of  my  behii- 
viour  and  conduct? — I  certainly  thought,  at 
the  time,  that  no  such  objection  was  brought 
to  givine  you  your  degree  as  I  could  accede 
to,  and  therefore  1  gave  my  vote  for  your  bsr- 

*  Thomas  Bromley,  second  brd  Monlfbrt. 
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tlic  degree,  and  supported  it  as  much  »»  I 

Id* 'our  lordship  was  at  that  time,  I  believe, 
tutor  of  St.  John's,  and  orator  of  the  Univcr- 
iWyy — No*  not  at  that  time,  I  believe — yes,  I 
befie^'c  vou  arc  right ;  I  wa>  public  orator 
of  the  university,  and  I  was  tutor  of  St* 

John's. 
If  Your  kfdship  recollects  you  gave  a  din- 

ner iti  that  room  where  we  have  so  oftea 

dined,  when  students  ?---Ye9,  it  was  in  the 
yc»r  1T71  or  1772, 1  think. 

Whether  it  is  not  your  Iordship*j  opinion, 
ibd  whether  you  have  not  frequently  ex* 
prrned  it  to  many  persons,  that  whatever 
W9»  my  way  of  thiukio^,  it  had  been  the 
tatne  from  the  time  you  nrst  knew  me^  up  to 
this  time ;  I  mean  those  of  my  poHtical  sen- 
timenis  that  are  known?— I  certainly  have 
never  known  you  vary  in  your  political  sen- 
IIBieuts,  in  my  hearing. 
Uave  we  talked  freely  and  familiarly  to- 

of\eii,  upon  general  subjects  ? — Un- 

ity. ♦ your  lordship  ever  collect,  from  any 
aoftversalton  of  mine,  that  I  was  disaffected 
to  any  esLahlishment,  civil,  religious,  political, 
or  in  short  to  any  establishment  in  this  coun- 

try?— No,  I  never  did, 

From  your   lordship's  knowledge  of   rac, 
rhat  must  have  been  the  general  course  of 

life ;  must  1  have  been  verv  dissipated,  or 
ibly  studious? — I  am  inclmed  to  think  it 
been  studious. 

As  much  as  most  men?— I  believe  very 
IS. 

little  more  than  most  men  ? — More  than 
men,  certainly. 
Tfour  lordship  ever  assisted  me  with 

I,  from  the  Uuivcrsity  ofCambridgc?— I 
i  hnve- 

Did  your  lordship  discover  for  me  some 
kks  no  where  tlsc  to  bf?  foufid,  that  wer«  m 

Bodleian  library  at  Oxford,  Caramuel  and 

^  empanel  la  ? — Yes. 

"  Did  Yo\rr  lordship  suppose  that  1  was  more 
Hi  deposing  iIjc  king,  ami  overlorn- 
c,  or  in  hunting  out  for  new  words 
canings?  Which  docs  your  lord- 
most  occupied  my  iitlcntion? — I 

ny  was  very  much  employed  in  the 
Iter ;  I  never  did  know  that  you  were  and  I 

1?: 

hope  you  never  have  been  employed  in  the 
former* 

And  did  you  believe  that  I  was  f— I  have 
no  reason  to  believe  it,  from  any  thing  I 
have  heard  you  say,  or  any  thing  1  knew 

you  do. The  Lord  Bishop   of   Giimcetter   croas^ia^ 
mined  liy  Mr.  Attorney  Generai, 

Sir.  Attorney  General. — Do  you  know  any 
thUig  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitutional 
or  the  London  Corresponding  Societies,  for 
the   last  three  years  ?^ — Nothing  at  all. 

Mr*  Tooke. — Is  not  that  question  almost  as 

bad  as  my  speaking  of  the  master's  dezrce  I And  now  we  are  even,  bec<iuse  it  must  ne  a$ 

great  a  degree  of  insult  to  ask  the  bishop  of 
Gloucester  about  the  Constitutional  Society^ 
and  Corresponding  Society,  as  my  speaking 

lightly  of  the  quali&calion  for  a  master^! 

degree* Mr*  Attorney  Genera/.— I  will  not  jet  ihb 
pass  without  rebuke  from  your  lordship,  if  I 
am  wrong;  and  without  informing  thib  court, 
that  it  is  not  to  part  upon  this  occasion  with 
a  laugh. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  say  that  the  question  was  irrcgidar; 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  tenns  oi  it  thai 
conveyed  that  kind  of  objection  which  I  fell 
to  the  other  question  :  at  the  same  time,  un* 
doubted ly,  it  is  very  evident,  that  the  bishop 
of  Glouce$>ter  could  not  possibly  know  any 
thing  uf  those  societies. 

Mr.  Attorney  General. — I  know  in  a  court 
of  justice,  1  cannot  lake  it  upon  ray  notion* 
of  what  the  bishop  of  Gloucester  dues,  or 
does  not  know*  What  is  evidence  must  come 
from  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  as  well  a) 
from  any  other  man, 

[It  bein»  now  pust  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday 
nigfit*the  Court  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock on  Triduy  morning] 

I  the  dedication  of  the  First  Part  of  his 

nn^ofiTA,  Mr.  HorncTooke  expressed 
If  thus:    "  To  the  University  of  Cam- 

nJ^e,  iit*e  of  her  grateful  Sons — who  al> 
"  wiys  fonsiders  acts  of  Voluntary  Justice 
'*  toward^  I  iiiisclf  as  Favours, — dedicates  this 

;ug:    and  particularly  to  her 
111  for  Virtue  and  laleols,  the 

i  Doctor  liichard  Beadon,  Master 

Cnllegc." 
•  '  'i.;nc   of  Eo*«  nrrfMtra,  part 

ried  on  by  l)r,  liradtm  aKfl 

i  (X  [;c.  See  Stephens's  JVlcnioirsof 
0  Tookc,  \  ol.  a,  p,  64, 

I,  i 

Seuions  House  in  the  Old  BmUy,  Friday,  No- 
vember the  2Ut, 

PacscNT. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald,  Mr.  Baron  tlotham,  Mr.  Jus- 

tice Gro«<e,  Mr.  Justice  Lawrence,  and 

others,  his  Miyesty's  Justices,  &c. 
John  Hirrne  Toifke    set  to  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Before  we  pro- 
ceed it  will  be  proper  for  the  Court  to  take 

notice,  that,  in  opening  the  case  on  the  part 
of  the  pristmer,  a  great  deal  of  sires*,  has  been 
laid  upon  the  acquittal  of  Hardy.  You  know 
extremely  well  Jhsit  properly  no  mention 
ought  to  have  been  made  of  the  acquittal  of 
Hardy*  nor  any  observation  made  upon  it, 

unle<»s  the  acquittal  of  Hardy  could  Ite  pro- 
duced in  cvideDCc,  You  have  not  hitherto 

oiTercd  to  produce  it  in  evidence,  and  you  are 
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tf6^,  As  il  seetni  to  Aie,  eoiftg  on  lo 
the  evidence,  without  producing  it  in  ̂ - 
doice.  As  a  thing  ojpened  ftod  o^rved  Upon 
it  daght  regularly  to  have  b^n  followed  op 
by  being  offered  in  evidiefbce;  if  h  »  not, 
it  cannot  be  made  evidence,  and  if  it  Is  not 
offei^ed  in  evidence,  then  nothhig;  ought  to 
have  been  said  of  it  ori^inallv,  and  nothing 
oueht  now  to  be  said  of  it  in  tne  summing  up. 

Mr.-  £» Atne.— When  a  counsel  o|iens  the 
caHe  of  a  defendant.  Or  prisoner,  St  is  impossi- 

ble for  him  to. know  what  judgment  the 
Court  will  pr6noanc6  upon  any  end^nce  he 
may  afterwards  oflieir.  and  therefore  it  is  com- 

petent to  the  oAmsel  to  propose  to  gfive  any 
etidence  which  avpears  to  him  to  be  material 
Ibrtiis  client,  and  appears  to  him  also  to  be 
compelenft,  because  it  b  imfossible  for  a 
eounsel  to  anticipate  what  the  judgmetit  of 
tfae  Coort  ̂ ill  be  upon  the  relevannr  Or  ad- 

missibility of  any  part  of  the  proof.  We  con- 
cdved  the  thing  t6  t>e  lo  Tery  notoriooa,  hav- 

ing passed  before  your  lordsliip,  aikl  in  this 
eainX,  and  our  cliAit,  satisfied  be  had  laid  be- 
fyte  the  jnry  suffiddnt  to  nnsntrin  his  inno- 

cence, did  close  his  evidence.  Undoubtedly 
H  wan  our  intention  to  produce  the  record  of 
tlAft  acquittal,  and  we  will  produce  it  if  vodr 
loi^ship  thinks  it  admissible.  If  your  lovd' 
ship  thinks  it  not  admissible  we  cannot  I 
do  tiot  meftn  to  argue  the  adnrissibflity  of  it ; 
however,  t  assure  the  Court  I  considerad  it 
lo  when  I  opened  the  defence. 

Mr.  Gi66r.— We  offer  it  as  proof  that  one 
Of  thte^  persons,  indicted  upon  this  record, 
has  not  been  guilty  of  the  conspiracy.  The 
charge  against  Mr.  Tooke  is  tnat  he  con- 

spired wiUi  certain  others.  We  have  not  got 
file  record  drawn  up. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Drawn  up  !— 1 
do  not  apprehend  you  need  be  under  any 
difficulty  about  that,  because  I  Ihink  the 
course  in  this  court  is  to  read  the  minutes.  Is 
not  that  so  Mr.  Shelton  ? 

Mr.  Sheiton.—Y^, 

Mr.  Gibhs.-^Tbe  ground  upon  which  we 
submit  it  is  evidence,  and  we  snould  have  of- 

fered it  before,  is,  that  Mr.  Tooke  is  indicted 
for  conspiring  with  certain  other  persons,  of 
whom  Hardy  is  one ;  by  this  we  offer  to  show 
that  Hardy  has  not  been  guilty  of  that  conspi- 
Bey,  and  that  that  part  of  the  charge  against 

T.  Tooke  has  not  been  proved. 
Mr.  Tfioke. — I  beg  your  lordship's  pardon, 

but  I  am  bound  to  say  just  one  word  to  jus- 
tify my  counsel,  whom  I  have  brought  into 

thn  situation,  by  closing  my  evidence  with- 
out consulting  with  them,  and  to  excuse  my- 
self for  having  so  done.  Your  lordsbip  can- 
not but  fecoUect  the  nature  of  the  cross^efUi- 

mination  of  one  or  two  of  the  last  witnesses, 
nd  I  was  ver^r  anxious,  for  that  Reason,  to 
tat  short  my  evidence  at  once.  I  have  left 
oat  a  great  deal  of  evidence  upon  a  great 
many  ̂ raints  that  I  should  have  otherwise 
produced.  Mr.  Attorney  General  asked  the 
wltnesieBto  ImIs  frhteli  lh«»y  kmsw  nothing 

t 
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of;indwliidi  he  was  aware  Ib^  kiMhrti^ 
thing  of,  for  when  ttiey  said  so,  Mr.  AttodM^ 
Goneral  always  said  be  thought  so.  PierbeMog 
that  it  would  be  impossible  I  Bhould  tever 
stop,  I  certainly  closea  my  evidence  a  lifAt 
too  abniptly,  and  I  beg  pardon  of  imy  coimid 
and  the  Coort,  if  I  have  brought  them  into  s 
situation  which  I  should  not  have  dune. 

Mr.  Attorney  Oenerai. — ^Notwithstanding 
Mr.  Tooke  has  closed  his  evidence  too  eailji^ 
he  has  my  consent,  as  far  as  that  will  C0|  to 
offer  any  thin^  he  pleases  hi  evidence,  vfnh 
respect  to  this  evidience  of  the  acquittal  id 
Hardy,  I  have  no  objection  in  the  wodd  10 
that— I  leave  it  to  the  Coort 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,—1  think  you  ih 
right  Mr.  Attorney  General  in  dot  presilni; 
ttiy  oMectioD^  the  nyond  of  the  CooM  S 
sbmewliat  difier^nt  from  that  which  has  been 
stated  at  tile  bar.  The  acquittal  of  Hit^ 
has  been  spoken  of  in  a  general  way.  and 
may  be,  ana  probably  would,  by  those  who  do 
not  discriminate  accurately,  be  carried  niuch 
farther  than  it  oug^ht  to  be  carried  hi  pohtt 
of  effect,  and  that  is  always  the  consequence 
of  talking  of  matters  which  are  not  m  evH 
dence,  because  till  they  are  in  evidence,  the 
Court  can  take  no  notice  of  them,  wad  thfe 
Court  cannot  properly  point  out  to  the  jtt^ 
io  ̂ hat  purpcwe  such  an  acauittal  may  lie 
applied  as  evidence,  and  to  wnat  purpoaes  il 
ought  not  to  be  applied.  The  Court  must 
Bay,  if  it  were  not  in  evidence,  however  nt^ 
terly  impossible  it  may  be  for  any  set  of  men 
perfectly  to  attend  to  it,  the  Court  ought  to 
say,  that  the  jury  should  not  even  know  that 
Hardv  had  been  acquitted  ;  that  they  shoohl 
lay  the  whole  subject  entirely  out  of  their 
consideration,  which  is  perhaps  asking  men 
to  do  more  than  men  could  do,  and  therefbr^ 
it  is  much  better  that  it  should  be  regudarly 
in  evidence,  and  that  its  true  bearing  ibouki 
be  seen. 

Now  the -point  to  which  it  seems  to  me  it 
may  properly  be  evidence,  and  to  that  point 
only,  is  aB  far  as  the  acquittal  of  Hardy  wUl 
go,  to  contradict  the  evidence  that  goes  to  fix 
u[K>n  Hardy,  particularly,  the  being  a  partr  in 
this  conspiracy.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
evidence  that  goes  to  that,  whidh  has  been 
made  use  of,  and  which  has  an  applicatiott 
beyond  Hardv,  but  as  far  as  it  directly  polnto 
to  Hardy,  to  be  sure  it  is,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
an  answer  to  that  evidence,  that  Hardy  stands 
acauitted ;  and  it  is  for  that  purpose,  and  in 
oroer  that  the  true  bearing  of  it  may  be  seen, 
that  I  have  put  you  in  mind  that  the  evidence 
should  be  ofiFered,  and  if  admissible,  shookl 
be  admitted,  in  order  tliat  it  may  be  exactlly 
seen  how  far  it  really  does  apply ;  and  Mr. 
Attorney  Oenerai  has,  -with  that  candour 
Which  has  distin^ished  his  conduct  throorii- 
out  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  stated,  nat 
he  does  not  object  to  the  evidence  being  of- 

fered. I  think  it  is  convenient  for  Cli«  tN#- 
posea  of  justice  that  it  should  be 

Mr.  Oibin^lt  wiU  theo  bo  ift 



(..;i .lb 

cK;.rii ;,l 

5(mJ   1 1 
tir. 

n-.  •-•r 

"til 

wi^  (. 111 

}f  High  Trtaion* 

It  Mr.  Hardy  bis  been  indicled   for  the 
coDtpi racy, and  acquitted. 

le  mmuteb  of  the   acqtiittaJ  of  Thomas 
Hardy  were  read  by  Mr»  Shelton.] 

Mr    Gihbi  [arterwiirds  Lord  Chief  Justice 
the  Court  or  Common  Pleas]. — Genllcracn 
ihc  Jury;  It  now  becomes  my  duly  to  ob- 
re  to  you,  upon  the  case  whicli  is  supposed 
the  gentlemen,  who  conduct  this  prosecu- 

to  have   been   made  out  against  Mr. 
Tooke :  ai*d  in  order  to  render  that  cas^e,  and 

>*r  observations  which  1  shall  make  upon 
ntelligible,  I  think  the  belter  way 
mCf  in  the  Arst  place,  to   state  to 
L  conceive  the  law  to  be^  as  appli- 
?  facts  charged  upon   Mr.  Tooke, 
vhat  those  facts  arc,  and  how  that 

us  to  it. 

uien,  with  respect  to  the  crime 
Mj^Kin  Mr  Tooke,  you  can  no  where 
I r<r  than  by  looking  into  the  autho« 
fi  court,  before  whidiiiiis  indictment 
J,  and  observing  to  what  crimes  its 

jon^xiiclion  extends.  This  you  will  lind  des- 
cribed in  what  is  called  the  caption  of  the  in- 

iliclttjcnt,  which  I  have  in  my  hand — by  that 
caption,  as  extracted  from  the  commission 
ttoder  which  the  Court  sat,  it  appears  that  the 
naticea  before  whom  this  indietroent  was 

feundy  hsad  authority  to  inquire  of  high  trea- 
•ODS,  to  compassing  or  imagining  the  death 
of  otir  lord  the  ktniz— that  is  the  only  part  of  j 
tbeir  jurisdtclion  wliich  can  apply  to  the  pre-  I 
leot  case  :  »nd,  therefore,  I  am  justified  from  j 
that  alone  in  .Nuyiing,  that  the  only  question 
fer  your  consideration,  at  least  one  question, 
WitboQt  tinding  which  in  the  aiftrmative,  you 
CMaot  convict  the  gentleman  who  stands  at 
TWIT  bar,  is,  whether  he  has  compassed  the 

kukg's  deatl)— that  is  the  only  treason  as  a}»- 
piicabie  to  this  ca«c,  stated  in  the  commission 
oodcf  which  the  indictment  was  found;  and 
though  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  had  been 
gnilty  of  twenty  other  acts  ot  treason,  wher- 
ctWT  he  might  be  answerable  for  them^  he  \ 
would  not  be  answerable  in  this  court. 

Aouther  place,  gentlemen,  in  which  we 
may  seek  the  crime  imputed  to  the  prisoner, 
b  the  indictment  itsck.  That  indictment 

charges,  in  the  first  place,  the  treason  -and 
in  ihc  neit  place,  it  charges  the  overt-acts, 
\ff  which  it  IS  insisted,  that  that  treason  is 
pfovcd.  The  treason  charged  a«;ainst  the  pri- 
9Mier  io  that  part  of  the  indicinient  which 
Vnat,  as  it  docd,  contain  t))e  rrime  imputed 
tt  liirii  is.  thiit  he  ha^  compassed  to  bring  our 
lo  .;  to  death;   and  tiiis  is  the  only 
m  irge  in  that  part  of  the  indictment, 
fo  ire  that  the  court  will  go  along 
>ri  H  n  I  say,  that  if  every  thmg  el*e 

\\?.  niitcd  but  that  part  oi  the  mdict- 
m  Milhint;  had  been  btjied,  hut  that 

LI,  td  the  kiue'b  death,  llie 
irv  iTood. — if  every  thing 

'  in  the  iudictment,  and  that 

charges,  that  he  luwi  com- 
\i>L.  AaV. 
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passed  the  king's  death  had  been  omitted, 
the  indictment  would  have  been  bad;  1  here- 
fore  it  folluws  as  an  irrrsistiblu  conclusion, 
that  the  only  material  chnrpe  in  this  indict- 

ment, against  Mr.  Tooke  is,  that  he  tias 

compas!«d  the  king's  death.— But  the  indict- 
ment must  go  farther,  it  miifet  charge  overt- 

acts  by  which  he  has  eudesvonred  to  bring 
about  this  design,  conreived  by  him,  to  put 
the  king  to  death,— It  does  charge  several 
ovcrt-ftcta  whu;h  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  state  to  you  particularly  ;  but  thus  much  I 
will  observe,  that  in  the  introduction  of  every 
overt-act,  the  indictment  slates,  as  it  must 
state,  and  it  would  be  bad  if  it  did  not,  that 

"  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect  the 
treason  before  mentioned  ;"  tnat  is  the  com- 

passing the  kin&*s  death,  Mr.  Tooke  com- 
mitted the  acts  cLarged  against  him  :  if  the 

indictment  had  not  stated  ihat  these  acts  were 
committed  for  the  purpose  of  briuglne  about 

the  kind's  death,  the  indictment  wuuli)  be  bad 
—it  fofiows  of  course,  therefore,  that  you 
have  to  try,  not  only  the  esistencc  of  those 
acts  that  are  stated  as  overt-acts,  but  likewise 
their  tendency,  and  whether  thev  were  com"* 
milted  in  prosectition  of  that  tormerly  im- 

puted treason,  the  compassing  the  king's death. 

Gentlemen,  the  acts  themselves  charged 
against  the  prisoner,  are  chietiy,  that  he 
agreed  with  others  that  a  convention  of  the 
people  should  be  held  in  this  country ;  which 
convention,  when  drawn  together,  wr*s  to  act 
against  the  government  of  the  country,  ant! 
to  depose  the  king ; — there  arc  other  counts 
stating  a  general  conspiracy  to  overturn  the 

government,  and  to  depose  the  king.  I  la'.r. 
therefore,  the  sum  of  the  charge  against 
prisoner  to  be  this — ^that  he  has  compa^std 

the  king's  death,  and  in  order  to  eftcct  thai' purpose,  has  done  certain  other  things  with 
view  first  to  depose  the  king,  and  by  meant 

of  that  de^rasition  of  the  kino;,  uitim/itely  t©] 
produce  his  death.  This  is  Ine  treason  state 
upon  the  indictment,  and  itie  only  treason 
applicable  to  a  case  of  this  sort  which  coul(f^ 
be  staled  there. 

I  have  hitherto  insisted,  from  tlieauthoril 
given  to  the  coui I  before  which  this  indict 
ment  was  found,  and  from  the  charge  in  ihl 
indictment  itself,  that  the  fact!*  for  you  to 
arc — first,   whether  the  prisoner  compa*! 

the  king**  death  ;  secondly,  whether  he  com-^ 
mitted  tho^^c  acts  that  are  charged   upon   hirnrT 
in  Itie  indiLtment;   and  thirdly,   whether  hflf< 
committed  them  in  prosecution  of  thisdcsign.N 
1  proceed  now  to  the  statute  upon  which  alon^^ 
this  indictment  could  b«  framed,   the  statul 
of  ?5th  Edw.  3d,  passed  in   what  my  loi 

Coke  calls  a  blessed  parliament,  becaisse  if 
secured   the  subject  from  those  charges  ol 
constructive,  obscure,  and  imdefiued  treasoc^ 
to  which   be  wa^  before  exposed,  and  laia , 
down  a  certain  and  unerring  path  by  whicfai 
he  might  in  future  direct  his  conduct,  and  foU 
lowing  which  he  was  sure  of  not  being  itW a  G 
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trapped  by  that  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  in 
those  early  times,  was  a  state  -engine  of  pcr^ 
secutioD — an  inHictment  for  high  treason. 

With  this  view  the  statute  of  25th  £dw.  3d 

was  passed.    It  begins  with  reciting  the  niis- 
chiets  I  have  stated ;   it  recites  that  divers 
opinions  had  been  before  that  time  entertained 
in  wliat  case  treason  shall  be  said,  and  in  what 
not ;  and  therefore,  the  king,  at  the  reouest 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  makes  a  declarar 
tion  in  the  manner  as  hereafter  foUoweth. 
Then  the  statute  goes  on  (I  need  not  state  the 
whole  of  it)  to  sav  what  shall  be  treason  as 

attaching  to  the  king's  person—"  That  is  to 
say,  when  a  man  doth  compass  or  imagine 
the  death  of  our  lord  the  king,  or  our  lady 
his  queen,  or  of  their  eldest  son  and  heir,  and 
thereof  be  provably  attainted  of  open  deed  by 

the  people  of  their  condition/'    Now,  gentle- 
men, you  will  observe  that  before  this  sta- 

tute was  passed,  treason  was  a  crime  unde- 
fined by  the  statute  law ;   wheq  a  man  was 

indicteiJ  for  high  treason,  and  a  jury  im)>an- 
cUcd  to  try  him  on  that  charge,   they  knew 
not,  until  it  was  explained  to  them  from  the 
bench,  of  what  hign  treason  consisted ;  they 
ixiust,  therefore,   learn  from  the  Court  what 
was  the  crime  imputed  to  the  prisoner ;   but, 
after  that  statute,  this  ceases  to  be  the  case, 
thev  learn  now  from  a  higher  authority  what 
liigh  treason  is ;   by  this  statute  every  branch 
ofiiigh  treason  is  specifically  pointed  out  to 
them ;  that,  therefore,  which  before  was  a 
matter  of  law  in  the  breast  of  the  judges,  be- 

comes by  virtue  of  this  statute,   a  matter  of 
fact  in  the  breast  of  the  jury,  and  the  statute 
points  out  to  them  what  facts  shall  constitute 
lii^h  treason. 

l^ul,  gentlemen,  the  makers  of  this  statute 
were  aware  how  difBcult  it  was  to  guard  the 
subject  against  unjust  prosecutions  tur  treason 
— one  might  have  thought  that  having  pointed 
out  what  should  be  the  oflcnce,  if  it  had  not 
been  a  very,  very  crying  oppression  indeed, 
one  might  have  thought  that  tlie  makers  of 
the  statute  would  have  supposed  that  sufficient 
for  the  security  of  the  subject ;  but  they  have 
not  done  so ;  they  knew  what  an  engine  of 
oppression  prosecutions  for  high  treason  were 
made ;  and,  therefore,  in  their  solicitude  for 
the  security  of  the  subject,  in  the  anxiety  that 
he  should  not  in  future  be  exposed  to  vague 
and  loose  charges  of  treason,  the  statute  goes 
on  c.\pre^sly  to  prohibit  the  considering  any 
thing  as  treason,  except  what  is  contained  in 
this  statute,  the  words  to  which  I  allude  are 
these — *'  And  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  in 
the  cases  above  rehearsed  that  ought  to  be 
judged  treason,  which  extends  to  our  lord  the 
king,  and  his  royal  majesty,  &c.  and  because 
tiiat  many  other  like  cases  of  treason  may 
happen  in  time  to  come,  which  a  man  cannot 
tliink  nor  declare  at  this  present  time,  it  is 
recorded  that  if  any  other  case,  supposed 
treason,  which  is  not  above  specified  doth 
happen  before  any  justices,  the  justices  shall 
tarry  without  any  going  to  judgment  of  the 
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treason  tUl  the  cause  be  showed  and  declared 
before  the  king  and  his  parliament,  whether 
it  ousht  to  be  judged  treason,  or  other  fe- 

lony/' 
You  see  here  is  an  express  prohibiUon  to 

the  courts,  from  a  suspicion  entertained  at 
that  time  that  future  courts  rai^ht  act  as  pre- 

ceding courts  had  done.  Here  is  an  express 
prohibition  to  them  to  go  out  of  the  words  of 
the  statutr,  and  to  adjudge  any  thing  to  be 
treason,  that  is  not  above  specified. 
Now  we  have  got  three  steps.  We  have 

got  the  commission  under  which  the  Court 
sits;  we  have  got  the  charge  against  the  pri- 

soner, as  contained  in  the  indictment,  and  we 
have  got  the  statute  itself  under  which  that 
commission  issued,  and  upon  the  authority  of 
which  this  indictment  is  arawii. 

The  next  thins  we  have  to  go  to,  is  the 
opinion  of  learned  men  of  the  profession  of 
the  law  who  have  construed  this  statute.  We 
know  of  none  more  learned  than  my  lord 
Coke;  he  has  always  been  called,  as  my 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Erskine,  said  in  his  open- 

ing, "  The  Oracle  of  the  Law."  Let  us  sec 
what  he  lays  down  as  the  rules  by  which  this 

statute  should  be  construed.  My  lord  Coke*s 
third  Institute  is  a  comment  upon  this  sta- 

tute, and  in  commenting  upon  the  words — • 
"  If  a  man  shall  compass  or  imagine  the 
death  of  the  king,"  he  says,  "And  if  it  be 
not  within  the  words  of  this  act,  then  by 
force  of  a  clause  hereafter  mentioned,  it  can- 

not be  adjudged  treason  until  it  be  declared 
treason  by  parliament,  which  is  the  remedy 

in  that  rase." I  told  you,  gentlemen,  that  it  had  been 
foreseen  by  the  legislature,  that  as  judges 
who  had  sat  before  the  making  of  thai  sta- 

tute, had  coni-trued  that  to  be  treason  which 
was  not  so,  so  those  who  followed  might  en- 

deavour to  do  tiie  same  thing.  In  truth, 
gentlemen,  notwithstanding  what  I  have 
stated  to  yon  of  the  express  definition  of 
treason  in  that  statute ;  notwithstanding  what 
I  have  stated  to  you  of  the  prohibition  to 
judges  to  hold  any  thing  to  be  treason  that  is 
not  there  specified,  the  same  conduct  was  pur- 

sued by  judges  after  that  time,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  pass  another  statute,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  bringing  back  the  law  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  the  statute  of  2o  Edward  3d,  and  ac- 

cordingly there  was  passed,  in  the  first  vear 
of  queen  Mary,  another  act,  stating  that  these 
grievances  had  existed,  and  expressly  prohi- 

biting that  extension  of  authority  again  in 
the  judges,  and  enacting  that  only  such  as 
were  declared  and  expressed  to  be  treason  and 
petit  treason  in  that  act,  should  hereafter  be 
considered  as  treason.  So  that  yuu  sco  here 
is  the  act  of  the  legislature  in  the  Q5  Kdw.  3d : 
here  is  the  act  of  the  legislature  in  the  1st  of 
Mary,  re-enacting  that  act,  correcting  abuses 
that  existed  between  the  making  of  that  act» 
and  the  act  I  am  now  observing  upon,  and 
bringing  back  the  law  to  that  which  the 
25  jMiward  3id  had  established,  namo^  lo 
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fof  High  Treason, 

i'pli^s  to  this  case) :  rati  I. 

frr,^,-]  as  MauHC  likewise  lord  Coke 
n,  as  well  as  the  olher;  the 

ill  read  to  you  from  the  statute, 
lit  nothing  should  be  con««idered  as 
I  lilt  wa)>  not 'spec i Hod  knd  expressed 
I  *    Lord  Cukr  commentii  irpDii  the 

\vuf.jv  ̂ '    verified  and€xpres>ed'*'— '*  this  word 
fied,"  he  says,  *•  is  lo  be  specially  ob- 

for  it  is  U9  much  as  to   say  part icu> 
iarirrd^  or  set  down  particularly,  so  as  no* 
ihinj;  IS  left  lo  tlie  construction  of  the  judge, 
it  u  be  not  specified  and  particularized  before 

by   this  acl,"    Then  you^  gentlemen,  have 
thu»;r  To  try,  their  lordships  can  hold  cog- 
aof  c  uf  nothing  but  that  which  is  specified 

*   in"  the  statute  of  25  Edward 
-  .  is  specified  and  expressed  in 
t  ,.ut  the  treason  of  compassing 

I'  ^f^Aih;  we  have  had  the  authority 
«-!  ii  the  Court  sits — the  indictment — 
I  —the  construction  of  the  first  law- 

ounlry  upon  that  statute,  expressly 
d  there  is  no  treason  that  can  corae 

cognizance  in  this  charge,  except 

t  /'Hg  the  king's  death,  and  that 
'  J  I  which  you  nave  to  try. 

us  see  what  has  been  the  conduct 

t  judges  of  this  country  silting  in 
I  could  refer  you  lo  many  cases 

abject,  but  will  confine  myself  to 
c  c  that  speaks  for  all,  and  it  existed 
a  .  fvcn  no  favour  was  shown  to  per- 
«  ed  with  the  crime  of  which  Mr. 

I  stands  accused  ;  I  speak  of  the  trial 
<>'.  s«cli,*  in  the  time  of  Charles  2nd. 
L'l'!  11    -  .11  was  tired  before  my  lord  chief 

«ii^  ̂      !"  nibcrlon,f  as  wise,  as  learned,  and  as 
'  as  ever  adorned  the  bench.    The 

I       '  :rgi'd  agtiinst  my  lord  Russell  was, 
h  uj  cuni[>;tssed  the  king's  death ;  that 

I  reason  ch.iri;ed  against  ihe  gentleman 
i  «t  tiir  bar;  liic  overt  act  charged  against  my 
I  ferd  Russell  was,  that  "  to  fulfil  and  effect 
^^kji.  r""'f  horrible  treasons  and  traitorous 
^Hi>  r^,  he  with  others,  did  meet  lo- 
B^crL   ,   -jjsult,  agree,  and  conclude:  insur- 

KKtion  and  rebellion  to  move  and  stir  up 
tgtinst  our  lord  the  kin*  of  this  country,  and 
1^  destroy  the  guards  appointed  for  the  pre- 

len'alion  of  tlie  king's  person.**  The  overt- 
art  stateil  wns  a  conspiracy  lo  raise  insurrec- 

tion and  r^-lirllion  against  the  king,  and  to 
xJ  iirds  appointed  for  the  preservation 

r'  n  ;  that,  you  see,  gentlemen,  is  as 
»'  -vert-act  as  can  be  slated  j  and  if 
V  ict  had  been  treason  of  itself,  with- 
L  ^ring    it  as   connected  with  the 

•  trged   in  compassing  the  king*8 
^  ly  lord  chief  justice  Peinberton  m 

>}>  the  case  to  the  jury  would  have 
»'- ,      '  -  ,1  ■ , . 
Now  ict  us  see  what  lord  chief  justice  Pero- 

♦  Sec  Vol.  9  of  this  Collection,  p.  bll, 
t  See  VoL  9,  p.  500. 
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berton  does  tell  them.  The  charge  you 

is  compassing  the  king's  death ;  the  over 
act  is  conspirmg  to  stir  up  rebellion  againi 
the  person  of  the  ku»g,  itnd  to  seize  tho; 
guards  that  were  appointed  for  the  prcscr^ 
vation  of  his  person.  Lord  chief  jtislice  Fem- 
berton  in  summing  up  to  the  jury  tells  thei 
that  the  question  \s  not  whelberlord  lluisel 
did  conspire  to  seize  these  guard*,  and  to  sti 
up  insurrection  and  rebclhon  in  Ihe  kuigdomi 
he  does  not  stale  that  that  would  be  treason, 

but  he  says — "  The  question  before  you  will 
be,  whether  upon  this  whole  matter,  you  do 
believe  that  lord  Russell  had  any  design  upon 

the  king's  life,  lo  destroy  the  kiiii;,  cr  take 

away  his  life,  for  that  is  the  m  t'  '  i here ;  it  is  used  and  given  you  by  s 
counsel  as  an  evidence  of  this,  Hun  mk  uid 
conspire  to  raise   an   insurrection,  and   lo 

cause  a  rising  of  the  people."     The  conspi- 
ring to    do  that,  you  see,  was  left  only  as 

evidence  to  the  jur}',  from  which  they  were 
to  conclude,  whether  the  prisoner  embmced 
in  that  conspiracy  a  design  to  bring  the  kin? 
to  death,  so  that  the  overt-act  is  considered 
as  evidence  of  the  treason,  which  treason  is 

compassing  the  king's  death.    He  goes  on— ^ 
"  That  he  did  conspire  to  raise  an  insurre 
tion,  and  to  cause  a  rising  of  the  people, 
make  as  it  were,  a  rebellion  wiihit]  the  m 

tion,  and  to  surprise  the  king's  guards,  whicl 
say  they,  can  have  no  other  end  but  to  sei3 

and  destroy   the  king,"  evidently  showinj 
that  if  they  did  nut  Ihink  that  W4S  the  cn< 

it  was  not  high  treason.  And  he  adds — **  Am 
it  is  a  great  evidence  ;**  and  I  think  it  was 
great  evidence — It  is  a  great  evidence,  if 

lord  Russell  did  design  to  seize  the  king^l 
pjards,  and  make  an  insurrection  in  the  kiuc 

dom,  of  a  design  to  surprise  the  king's  per* 
son;*'  but  it  is  only  an  evidence.     Lord  chi( 
justice  Peroberlon  puts  it  as  an  evidence 
the  jury  of  his  entertaining  in  his  heart  a  di 
sign  to  bring  the  king  to  death ;  and  if  hi 
had  not  that  design,  it  evidently  appears  froi 
the  manner  in  which  he  puts  this  case,  thi 
in  his  judgment  il  was  not  high  treason. 

"  Upon  the  whole,"  he  tells  the  jury. "  ihu 
matter  is  left  lo  >oij;  if  you  belit-ve  the  prii 
soner  at  the  bar  to  have  conspired  the  dealf 
of  Ihe  king,  and  in  order  to  thnt  lo  have  had 
llvese  consults  that  the  witnesses  speak  of, 
then  you  must  find  him  guilty  of  this  treason 

tbat  is  laid  to  his  charge."  •  So  1  say  with 
respect  lo  the  gentleman  that  now  stands  at 
vour  bar,  in  the  words  of  that  venerable  and 
learned  judge,  my  lord  chief  justice  Pern- 
berton;  if  you  should  believe,  upon  the  evi- 

dence produced  to  you,  that  the  pnsoncr  at 
the  bar  did  conspire  the  death  of  the  kinj 
and  in  order  lo  do  that,  in  order  lo  1 
about  the  death  of  the  king,  thut  he 
these  consults  that  the  witnesses  h;»vr  K(>oken 
to;  then  I  say  that  you  ought  to  find  httri 

guilty;  I,  his  counsel,  say  so;  but  I  say  like- 

•  Sec  Vol.  9,  p.  6;»6. 
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wise,  armed  with  more  than  the  authority  of 
a  counsel,  armed  with  the  authority  of  a  judge, 
because  I  speak  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  judee, 
tjiat  if  you  do  not  find  that  he  conspiired  the 
death  uf  the  kinf ;  if  you  do  not  find  that  in 
order  to  bring  about  that  desi^  to  kill  the 
king  he  held  these  consults  which  are  proved 
in  tliib  case,  then  you  must  acquit  him  of  this 
charge,  and  I  say  this,  as  I  said  to  vou  be- 

fore, not  with  the  authority  of  an  advocate, 
but  wiih  the  authority  of  a  judge,  because  I 
repeal  to  you  the  wurds  of  a  most  learned 
and  respectable  judge,  in  a  similar  case. 

Gentlemen,  so  appears  to  me  to  be  the  law, 
under  which  the  prisoner,  at  your  bar,  stands 
upon  his  trial :  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me 
to  discuss  that  nice  point,  whether,  if  you 
shall  believe  him  to  have  been  suilty  of  a 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  king,  it  follows,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  not  of  fact,  that  he  is  guiltv  of 
compassing  the  king's  death ;  because  I  defy 
any  jury,  upon  the  evidence  that  has  been 
produced,  to  find  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
guilty  of  conspiring  to  depose  the  king ;  but 
thus  much  I  must  say,  that  when  that  point  is 
brought,  if  ever  it  shall  be  brought,  before 
the  Court.  I  do  verily  think,  if  there  are  dc- 
cibions,  wnich  I  do  not  know  that  there  are, 
but  if  there  are  decisions  which  state  it,  as  a 
conclusion  of  law,  to  be  drawn  b^  the  Court, 
not  an  inference  of  fact  for  the  jury,  that  a 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  king  involves  in  it  a 
compassing  his  death,  the  Couct  will  then 
have  to  decide  between  the  authority  of  those 
decisions  and  of  the  statute  itself;  for  I  think 
it  impossible  to  support  those  decisions  by 
the  statute. 

My  apprehension  of  the  law  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  make  no  scruple  to  state  it  precisely,  is 

this ;  that  there  are  three  things  tor  the  jury, 
and  one  for  the  Court  to  determine.  The  first 
question  for  the  jury  is,  as  I  apprehend  the 
law,  whctlier  the  prisoner  compassed  the 

king's  death.  The  second  is,  whether,  in 
point  of  fiicl,  he  committed  the  overt^acts 
that  are  laid  in  the  indictment.  The  third  is, 
whether  these  overt-acls  had  a  tendency  to 
the  bringing  about  that  treason,  which  must 

be  firs|t  chargecl,  the  compassing  the  king's 
death.  These  uppear  to  me  to  be  the  three 
considerations  for  the  Jury,  in  all  cases  of  this 
sort.  There  is  a  consideration  for  the  Court 
likewise :  whether  the  overt-act,  that  is  stated 
iu  lliL  indictment  as  committed  by  the  prisoner, 
with  a  vif.w  to  bring  about  the  death  of  the 
kiiiL^,  be  sucl)  an  overt-act  as  satisfies  the  sta- 

tute :  hut  iillcr  the  statute  has,  in  point  of 
fact,  dctiu'jd  and  stated  wliat  shall  he  treason, 
and  Ih'il  ihcrc  must  be  an  overt-act  com- 

mitted, m  prubeciuiun  of  llic  treason  imputed 
to  tile  prisoner ;  that  seems  tu  mo  to  be  the 
only  ihii)«»  wliich  is  left  for  t!ie  Court. 

Ilavui*;  dwelt  much  longer  than  I  intended 
upon  thi.>  part  ol  the  cu^-r,  and  disposed  of  the 
law  which  arises  out  of  it,  I  come  now  to  the 
tact. 

GentJemcp;  the  charge  {igaio^  the  pri- 
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soner,  upon  the  indictment,  is,  that  he  cora« 
passed  the  king's  death ;  that  he  agreed  that 
a  convention  should  be  held,  for  the  purpose 
of  overturning  the  government,  and  deposing 
the  king,  in  order  to  effect  that  purpose  of  his 
against  the  life  of  the  king ;  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  conceal  that  there  are  other  counts 
in  the  indictment,  imputing  to  him  a  design 
of  accomplishing  the  same  end,  not  through 
the  medium  of  a  convention,  but  by  means  of 
a  general  conspiracy.  These  are  the  charges 
in  the  indictment. 
The  solicitor-general,  in  opening  this  case 

to  you,  states  in  terms  what  ne  attributes  to 
the  prisoner,  and  I  am  willing  to  meet  him 

upon  the  charge  as  he  states  it,  he  says — ''  £ 
attribute  to  the  prisoner  a  conspiracv  to  de- 

pose the  king,  and  to  do  this  by  his  own 
force,  or  by  the  force  of  those  employed  by 
him."  Then  laying  indictment,  and  statute, 
and  every  thing 'else  out  of  the  case,  the 
avowed  charge  against  the  prisoner  is,  that 
he  conspired  to  depose  the  king,  and  that  be 
meant  to  do  this  either  by  his  own  force,  or 
by  the  force  of  those  who  might  be  under  his 
control,  and  whom  he  might  direct ;  that  is 
the  object  imputed  to  the  prisoner  by  those 
who  conduct  this  prosecution.  We,  on  the 
other  hand,  say,  that  this  never  entered  mto 
the  mind  either  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  or 
of  any  of  those  who  ever  had  any  communi- 

cation with  him :  we  say  that  he  had  an  ob- 
ject which  he  proclaimed  to  the  world,  which 

he  communicated  to  his  friends,  whom  in  the 
hours  of  confidence  he  conversed  with,  and 
which,  through  the  whole  course  of  his  life, 
he  has  uniformly  and  steadily  pursued ;  that 
object  we  say  was  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  was  his  real 
object,  after  the  evidence  that  has  been  given 
in  this  case,  it  is  impossible  for  any  rational 
being,  fur  a  moment,  to  doubt. 

The  question  is,  whether  Mr.  Tooke  has 
conspired  to  de{>osc  the  king  hy  force,  to  be 
used  by  himself,  or  by  others,  who  were  to  be 
under  his  control.  The  primary  instrument 
stated  upon  tliis  indictment,  and  which  they 
endeavoured  to  prove  that  he  meant  to  use 
for  that  purpose,  was  this  convention;  the 
resolving,  with  others,  to  call  this  convention, 
is  stated  as  an  overt-act  committed  by  him, 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  primary  design,  to 
depose  the  king,  and,  his  ultimate  design,  to 
bring  him  to  death. 

Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  examine,  in  the 
first  place,  the  nature  of  this,  which  isconsi- 
dereu  as  the  overt-act,  out  of  which,  and 
other  facts  stated  in  the  case,  you  arc  to  con- 

nect this  design  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  depose  the 
king,  probably  to  set  himself  in  his  place,  and 
hkewise  to  do  this  by  force.  It  is  proved  to 
you  that,  on  the  '28th  of  March,  a  letter  was 
received  by  the  Constitutional  Society,  of 
which  Mr.  Tooke  was  certainly  a  member, 
from  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  pro- 

posing to  the  Constitutional  Society  thst  tli^ 
should  concur  with  them  in  certain  oljectk 



i  IB  sec  what  Ihcsc  ohjecU  werc:^ 
ibcr  you  concur  wiih  us  ill  seeing  the 
i\  uTm  ̂ v't-'t^fiy  cgnvemiQU,  for  the  mir- 

I  igt  ill  n  constitutiuoal  ana  ie- 
redress  of  those   grievances 

,  at  j>reficnl  labour ;  and  which 
dually  removed  by  a  full  and 

iiUtiongf  the  peo|de  of  Great  Bri- 
«h»n  there  Mrere  certain  resolutions 

1     It  I-  irtlcr: — ^  Thai  roual  laws  can 

1    t '        1    tied  hut  by  a  full  and  fair  re- 
prcaenlulton  ot  the  people  ;  lo  obtain  w  hich, 
ID  ihe  way  p(.>inted  out  by  the  constitution, 
bta  been,  ami  is,  the  sole  object  of  this  so- 

cielj  ;*'  and  *^  thai  a  convention  ot  the  peo- 
]jle  by   deicftalts,  deputed  for  that  purpose, 
tnuk  %ktc  di^erent  societies  of  the  friends  of 

idcmiy  assembled  in  the  various  parts  of 

nation,  shall  be  called/' 
Constitutional  Society  a^ree  that  it  is 

an  answer  to  this  letter,  which 

them  pursuing  a  certain  plan  not 

lawful  unquestionably,  **  a  reform 
lit    by    legal    and     constitutional 

1  hope  there  is  nothing  criminal  in 
certainly  there  is  nothing  of  high  trea- 

'^'U .  i^uL  then  here  is  a  ̂ ad  conspiracy  break- 
ing out— they  desire   to  confer— they  are  to 

tsunft'T  hv  a  commitlce,  and  that  committee  is 
^  jobed  of  delegates.    On  the  4th  of 
A  '   IS  a  letter  from  the  committee  of 
t  a  Corresponding  Society,  acquaint- 
I  'icty  that  they  had  appointed  l^ve 

pr-ruii^j,  who  were  to  meet  others, whum  they 
nopcd  the  Constitutional  Society  would  ap. 
^iot;  and  the  Constitutional  Society  are  to 
^fkfHiiot  a  committee  of  conference  with  them, 

'    "^  r  it  deal  is  to  be  presumed  from 
c.  of  this  committee  meeting, 

•vnole  society;  but  what  would 
t  be  unlawful  for  the  whole  society  todo^ 
Id   not   he  unlawful  for  a  certain  number 

Iho^  persons  to  do :  there  is  no  more  cri- 
innlity  in  doing  a  thing  by  deputation,  than 
ng  it  in  their  own  proper  persons.     So  far 
rrr  ts  nothing  criuunal.     Out  the  acts  of 
t^  ',  when  they  meet,  are  monstrous 

us;  there  comes  the  overt-act  of 
I  liere  is  the  treason  itself;  there  is 

>  .''hows  clearly  and  irrebistibly,wheD 
liiscjusMj,  thui  the  object  of  this  gentleman, 
who  Agreed  ihdt  this  committee  should  sit, and 
who  Uiou|;bt  it  would  be  fit  tliat  afterwards 
«  amve&Uon  should  meet,  tliat  his  object  was 
£rsi  to  dt  pose  the  kmg,  and,  ultimately,  to 

10  death. 

lit  is  it  this  committee  do?    Why 
o&  the  iUhof  April,  they  receive  communi- 
«ilioa  that  the  delegates  from  the   two  so- 

ties  iiad  rnct ;  that  they  had  resolved  that 
wa*  vfTv  desirable  that  a  general  meeting, 
T  f  the  friends  of  liberty  should 
'  e  purpose  of  taking  into  con- 
cr.j  tijper  methods  of  obtaining  a 

1  esentation  of  the  people.    So 
(<  >«^'lvivii>n  by  five  men  from  one  fio- 

*^iety,  jLod  {>ix  fmia  juiother^  that,  ia  their 

A.  D.  TTSC   "         I'idB' 
opmion,  it  is  a  desirable  thing  thut  then 
should  be  a  ineeiing,  or  convention  of  tli 
friends  of  hberly,  not  for  the  purpose  of  d< 
ing  any  thing,  but  lor  the  purpose  of  takiai 
into  consideration  the  prof»cr  methods  of  o1 
tainiog  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  tl 
people,  is  to  imphcate  not  only  thedf?legaH 
from  the  London  t\jrrcspoi»t!(  v.  am 
the  delegates  from  the  Const!  i'?ly; 

not  only  the  secrt'lanes  of  tin  mo  buddies, 
not  only  all  who  had  any  knowied^^c  of  these 
committees,  but  likewise  all  the  n)cmbcr^  of 
all  the  siocieties,  in  a  general  con^pinicy  to 

depose  the  king,  and  ultimately.  briiiL'  Hr*^- 
to  death!  There  is  the  hinge  of  ihc  < . 
this  is  the  overt-act  upon  which  they  rt  ̂ , 
shuwin^  that  Mr.  Tooke,  and  thoee  otheri 
with  whom  lie  was  concerned,  had  conspired 
to  depose  the  king,  in  the  first  instance,  and, 
by  means  of  that  deposition,  to  bring  him  to 
death. 

But,  gentlemen,  it  does  not  end  there; 
there  is  more  of  mischief,  more  ofconspiracrJ 
and  more  of  treason  behind. — The  society  tc 
Con^litutional  Information,  when  these  acl 
of  tile  delegates  of  the  two  societies  ai  _ 

brought  before  them,  deliberate  upon  ihem*^ 
they  read  these  resolutions,  they  consider 
what  bhall  he  done  with  them,  nay,  they  had 
a  debate  upon  them,  and  the  debate  is  upon 
the  word  convention  ;  it  was  thought  by  some 
that  the  word  convention  might  give  offence 
even  to  well  designing,  but  ill  judging,  and 

weak  minds  ;  and  therefore  some  were  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  be  belter  to  leave  out  the 

word  convention,  and  let  the  word  meeting 
only  stand  ;  others  thought,  and  they  thought 
rightly,  that  meeting  and  convention  signihed 
the  same  thing,  and  it  did  not  signify  whether 

it  w*as called  both,  or  either;  however,  upon  ttnip-j 
whole,  they  thought  that  if  there  were  doubt 

upon  the  subject^  it  was  better  to  omit  the' word  convention ;  and  therefore  the  Latii^ 
word  vofiTention  was  omiUed,  and  the  Saxon 
word  tncetuigf  which  is  now  our  English 
word,  was  suHcred  to  stand.  All  these  tlungs 
were  entered  in  the  books  of  the  society,  and 

a  mark  drawn  round  the  words,  *'  or  conven- 
tion," in  order  to  show  that  as  it  was  entered  in 

the  books  of  the  societv,  the  words  •*  or  con- 
vention *^  were  to  stand,  as  containing  an  ac« 

count  of  what  was  reported  to  the  society  hy» 
the  committee  of  both  societies ;  but  as  con- 

taining an  account  uf  whut  the  Constitutional 

Society  agreed  to,  the  words  **  or  conven- 
tion,'' were  to  be  omitted ;  and  thus  ends  the 

whole  myslerv  of  the  words  ♦'  or  convention  '* 
being  inserted.  But  this  is  not  all;  there  is 
something  behind;  youknowwhcn  there  was 
treason  on  fool,  as  activity  was  to  be  excrtct), 
and  measures  were  to  be  taken  for  overturning 
this  government,  and  for  setting  up  anarchy 
in  its  stead,  some  force  was  required,  and 

therefore  they  beg'un  to  muster,  and  they  ap- 
pointed prime  ministers,  they  appointed  a  ca- 

binet, they  appointed  a  committee  of  co-cpc* 
Waqh  of  botL  i>oaetiei. 
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Now,  gentlemen,  if  you  will  please  to 
look  back  to  the  resolution  that  was  reported 
to  the  society,  you  will  see  what  the  real  ob- 

ject of  this  committee  of  co-operation  must 
have  been ;  they  report,  "  That  it  is  desirable 
that  there  should  be  a  meeting, or  convention, 
of  the  friends  of  liberty,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  proper  methods 
of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  representation  Sf  the 

people ;"  and  then  here  is  a  committee  of  co- 
operation appointed  by  the  two  societies,  for 

the  purpose  reported  to  be  desirable,  to  be 
sure;  for  the  purpose  of  considering  what 
were  the  best  measures ;  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  how  that  end,  which  was  before 
reported  in  one  of  those  resolutions  to  be  de- 

sirable, should  be  carried  into  effect :  this  is 
the  coustruction  we  give  to  it;  this  is  the  fair 
construction  of  the  words ;  this  is  the  fair 
construction,  which  I  am  instructed  to  say  to 
you,  every  man  who  has  had  any  communi- 

cation with  the  society  did  put  upon  it.  But 
no,  say  they,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecu* 
tion,  this  committee  or  co-operation  was  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  to  carry  into  effect 
that  horrible  conspiracy,  which  they  had  de- 

vised, of  deposing  the  lung. 
Gentlemen,  you  cannot,  I  confess,  find  out 

what  men*s  intentions  are  by  their  declarations 
before-hand,  but,  I  think,  there  is  no  better 
wa^r  of  judging  of  them  than  by  seeing  what 
their  acts  are  af\er  tlie  resolutions  are  come 

to;  a  great  deal,  you  see,  rests  upon  the  ac- 
tions, exertions,  and  energy  of  this  committee 

of  co-operation.  I  think  the  purposes  of  the 
committee  of  co-opcratiou  are  plamly  pointed 
out  by  the  preceding  resolutions ;  but  the  gen- 

tlemen, on  the  other  hand,  say,  that  they 
are  all  a  pretext,  and  that  their  object  was  to 
carry  into  effect,  at  least,  the  conspiracy  to 
depose  the  king. 

Now  let  us  see  what  they  did.    They  were 
appointed  to  meet  on  the  lUh  of  April;  the  ; 
first  man  who  was  arrested  in  either  of  these 
societies,  Mr.  Hardy,  was  arrested  on  the  12th  \ 

of  May;  there  passed,  you  sec,  more  than  a  '. month,  and  yet  this  active,  this  powerful,  this  | 

Gentlcmeo,  this,  they  say,  may  be  true ; 
this,  we  admit,  was  all  that  appeared  to  the 

public,  but,  although  these  people  did  cer- 
tainly always  hold  out  to  the  world,  and  hold 

out  in  their  own  resolutions,  that  their  object 
was  to  obtain  a  parliamentary  reform ;  al- 

though the  resolutions  of  this  committee  of 
delegates,  appointed  as  I  have  stated  to  you, 
reported  that  to  be  their  object;  although  this 
committee  of  co-oneration  took  care  to  do 
nothing  for  a  month,  yet  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  in  this  than  meets  the  ear ;  they  were 
long-headed  men ;  and  though,  like  lord  Bur- 

leigh, in  the  Critic,  they  are  brought  upon 
the  stage,  and  stay  there  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  do  notluns  but  sit  in  an  arm-chair, 
and  shake  their  heads,  yet  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  in  the  matter  than  you  suppose,  and  we 
will  show  you  that  there  is  so ;  tnere  is  a  great 
deal  in  that  sitting  iniictive,  for  more  than  a 
month ;  there  is  a  jgreat  deal  more  of  activity 
than  a  man  of  on^  common  sense  can  find 
out,  and  we  will  prove  it ;  and  I  admit  that 
they  do  endeavour  to  prove  it ;  and  I  admit 
likewise,  that  they  endeavoured  to  prove  it, 
by  the  only  witnesses  who,  if  it  existed  in  fact, 
could  prove  it.  If  any  man  in  this  kingdom 
could  prove  the  fact  that  they  impute  to  Mr. 
Tooke,  the  witnesses  whom  they  have  called 
are  the  men,  and  the  attorney-general  acted 
with  his  usual  honour  in  calling  them ;  he 
thought  it  fit  that  the  whole  case  should  be 
communicated  to  thejury ;  he  knew  as  I  know, 
he  felt  as  I  feel,  and  as  you  feel,  that  upon 

the  face  of  this  there  was"  nothing  in  it ;  he felt,  likewise,  that  those  who  were  concerned 
in  the  transaction  must  know  what  they  meant 
—  he  felt  that  the  crime  here  was>  in  the  mean- 

ing, and  therefore  he  determined  to  bring  be- 
fore you  those  witnesses  who  were  concerned 

in  the  transaction,  who  knew  what  their  own 
meaning,  und  the  meaningof  those  with  whom 
they  were  concerned,  was;  and  who  would 
most  unqucstiondbly,  when  called  by  him, 
communicate  the  whole  truth  to  you,  and  they 
have  tlone  so. 

They  call  to  you  first  the  man,  whom  one — _ — ,  —  ^     y  —  J   J  , — ._  ,      — ^  —    -     ^  —  —  ,  — _ 

energetic  body ;  this  l)ody  that  was  to  act  for  1  may  well  consider  as  the  certain  repository 
all  the  rest;  this  body  that  was  to  carr^'  into  •  of  this  great  secret,  the  secretary  of  that  so- 
execution  all  the  treasons  that  were  m  the  ■  ciety  to  which  Mr.  Tooke  belongs,  namely, 
_  :    »      /-^t       .1  VI  I       .1  j^Ij.^   Adams;   one  object  that  they  have  to 

I  make  out,  according  to  the  law,  as  1  have 
I  stated  it  to  you,  and  according  to  the  charge 

I  against  the '  prisoner,  as  stated  to  you  by I  the  solicitor -general;  is,  that  he  meant  to 
,  depose  the  king,  and  to  do  this  by  his  own 

vou  credulity  for  this  ?  Have  you  faith  to  be-  '  force,  or  by  the  force  of  some  others  who 
licve  that  a  society,  which  appointed  a  com-  .  acted  under  him— one  necessary  part  of  their 
mittce  of  co-operation,  who,  according  to  the  '  case  was  to  show,  that  they  were  prepared  to 
judgment  of  all,  if  there  was  any  thing  of  !  assemble  thtmselves  in  arms,  and  that  they 
treason,  was  pursuing  the  measures  by  which  had  provide<l  themselves  with  all  requisites 
that  treason  was  to  be  carried  on,  can  you  be-  necessary  for  furnishin*  out  an  army, 
lieve  that  that  society  had  trrason  in  its  heart.  My  learned  friends  knew  money  to  be  the 
when  the  committee,  appointed  to  carry  it  sinews  of  war,  and  that  nothing  could  be 
into  execution,  remained  silent  and  inactive    done  without  it — they  therefore  call  the  ae- 

minds  of  the  others,  never  did  one  sins;ic  act 
throughout  the  whole  of  that  space  of  tunc, — 
which  was  more  than  a  month, — from  this 
time,  when  their  meeting  was  appointed,  to 
the  time  at  which  the  first  member  of  the  so- 

ciety was  arrested.    Why,  gentlemen,  have 

for  more  than  a  month,  doing  nothing,  and, 
1  verily  believe,  not  kDOwiiig  what  it  had 
todo? 

cretary  and  hanker  of  this  society,  Mr.  Adaim 

and  he  is  questioned  as  to  whiU  those  Aiodt^ 



for  High  Treason. 
<      cHsc  of  this  armainciU 

lie  ttll5  you,  ihai  tlic 
i(     ills    society    wa^    s»ixly 
ibat  the  ordinary  expenses 

fiik,   L;*ii     .1^  ;  so  thai  there  remained, 
jr  ftil   e?<p'  I  <^   wire  paid,  after  all  the 

of  vtilc  v^ijic  satisfied  for  their  sala- 
er  the  expense  of  candles  and  all 
of  that  sort  were  discharged,  there 
a  Burph)S  of  ten  guineas,  towards 

ing  the  governraenl  of  this  country, 
idmg  an  army,  whereby  il  might  be 
ed  ! — a  great  deal  of  money,  to  be 

t  they  ha<l  not  even  il;c  whole  of  this 
fas,  for,  upon  the  crosi>  eKuminalion 

ry,  he  suy*,  that  though  the  ex- 
HOciely  were  only  fifty  guineas, 

revenue    sixty,  yet   he  generally 

'i^ed  to  be  in  a»lvancc,  50  thut  it  could by  issuing  letters  of  credit,  by  issuing 
k-TiilU  from  the  society,  that  tliey  could 
their  troops  out  of  tliese  ten-gtiineas ; 

you  see,  the  bccrelary,  being  in  advaoce, 

"ten  guineas  were  nol'fortli-coming. t  win  be  said,  perhap,  that  this  was,  to 
Mir*',  Till  the  money  wiiicli  they  had  in  the 

:ial  Society,  but  there  were  other 
t  had  more ;  that  the  Constitu- 

^xciciy  was  not  the  society  relied  upon 
**e  all  rctnen^ber,  that  the  Constitu- 

Ki  ......   ,^  l[^f.  society  held  up  to  the 
ing  tlijo^e  fun<ls  from  which 

u.     .      ues  were  to  draw — all  those 
n  Irsutorij  that  are  ̂ Lited  upon  the 
all  those  men  into  whose  acts  the  at- 

cncral,  and  the  solicitor-general,  in 
idencc,   have  gone  so  largely — they 
poor  dogs;  these  were  the  rich  men, 

e  people  who  were  to  support  them— 
were  the  bank-holders,  these  were  the 

men  in  the  pusses<<ion  of  th^t  which  atone  cixn 
*"  v  thing  of  force  in  Ihis  country, 
L  ^re,  I  never  can  be  told,  that  if 

•Mji  money  here,  there  was  money 
else;  for  if  this  great   national 

  ^^1,  there  wtis  nolhinij,  and  then  they 
wcn^  to  go   to  war  without  inoncyj  and  I 
i!iir\k.  il  appears,  without  men,  for  there  has 
I  mv  proof  in  the  cau>^e,  that  a  single 
J  had  been  ̂ spoken  to,  who,  lor  love, 
i*iiw  iij  undertake  this  cause  ;  therefore,  there 
i>  tiot  :iny  proof  10  the  cause,  either  that  any 

*.«*ciiTcd,  for  the  purpose  of  tuider- 
conspiniry  %vhtcn  ihcy  say  was  in 

IS  no  money  m  the  poc- 
vho  might  hereafter  be 

>i    itj  umiriiike  it,  were  likely  to  be 
lit  to  iU    So  much  for  the  funds  of  this 

-     nam],  you  know,  is  a  cheap  country,  and 
i<  li  fiirnd  knows  ihal  it  is,  he  assents 

ill  hve  m  Scotland  a  great  deal 
canin  l^ngland?  and  a  great 

I  not  be  necessary  to  sup- 
I-  residence  there;  and 

ry,  so  destitute    i  all  the  oilier 

A.  D.  17M.  t 

societies  were  to  draw,  that  they  could  not 
find  money  enough  even  to  support  a  dele- 

gate, whom  it  was  in  conlemplation  to  sertd 
to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh  ;  for,  when 
a  parcel  of  individuab  had  elected  one  Yorkc* 
as  a  delegate  to  the  British  Convention,  at 
Edinburgh,  the  whole  society  could  not  raise 
money  enough  lo  support  him  in  that  cheap 
country,  ana  therefore  he  refused  to  go. 

But,  gentlemen,  there  may  be  arms  to  be 
put  immediately  into  the  hands  of  all  the 
members  of  aJl  these  societies^ there  may 
be  a  preparation  to  arm  them  against  the  go- 
venimcat,  on  a  sudden;  and  the  prosecutors 
will  say,  though  in  the  course  of  the  businesj 
of  this  consijiiracy  for  a  convention,  llicyhave 
not  proved  any  thing  that  lixes  direct  crimU 
nahly  upon  the  prisoner — from  the  proceed* 
ings,  as  they  appear  from  the  books ;   yet  the 
secretary,  this  man  who  is  in  their  secrets,  h«s 
would  be  able  to  prove  to  you,  probably,  not 
only  what  their  objects  were,  but  hkewis9< 
what  means  they  had  of  accomplishing  thesA 
olyecLs.      If  there  was  any  prej^iratioo  for 
arms—any  muskets— any  pikes — any  hand- 
knives  prepared,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying' 
this  great  design  into  execution  he  knows  it, 
and  he  will  tell  you  of  it — he  is  questioned  lo 
that ;  I  forget  whellicr  the  gentleman  on  the 
other  side,  or  we,  askeil  him,  hut  he  was 
askedt  whether  he  had  ever  heard,  during  hi« 
continuance  in  this  society,  from  the  timer) 
he  entered  into  it,  lill  he  left  it,  during  hig\ 
attendance  on  any  committees,  in  his  convci 

sation  with  any'  member,  whether  he    had^ 
ever  heard  a  sindc  mention  made  of  anj 
arms  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  hands  ol 
any  of  those  societies,  or  of  any  force  wbich^ 
any  of  them  were  to  use ;  and  he  tells  yotj> 
in  direct  terms,  that  he  never  heard  any  thinj 

of  such  a  matter  *,   that  he  never  had  any  sti* 
picion  of  it;   that  he  was  constaolly  presenl 

al  all  their  meetings ;  that  never  a  hint 
given  from  any  individual  in  any  of  the 
cielies,  of  any  such  iotenlion— that  commi 

nicaline  with'  the  members,  and  the  societies 
themselves,  he  never  heard  from  any  one  of 
them  a  hint  dropped  to  this  purpose — that, 
being  intimately  connected  with  Mr.  Tooke, 

he  knows,  as  he* believes,  his  secret  thoughts; he  was  connected  with  him  in  such  away,  tbi 
if  he  had  any  secret  thoughts  on  this  point 
which  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  cot 

municated,  il  is  hardly  possible  that,  at  som4 
unguarded  hour,  they  should  not  have  burst 
forlli  ;  he  tells  you  he  never  hcartl,  believed, 
or  suspected,  or  had  reason  to  think,  that  any 
other   person  knew,  beheved,  or  suspected, 
that  there  was  a  design  in  the  society,  or  in 
any  indiradual  member  of  the  society,  or  io 

any  other  person  connected  with  thcro,  ever 
to  act  with   force   against  this  government, 
much  less  to  prepare  themselves  with  suffi- 

cient force,  for  tlie  purpose  of  acting  personally 

against  it> 

♦  Sec  hi&  TriaJ,  a.  p,  U95,  tnjri. 
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But,  gentletnen,  there  might  be  another 
tiling;  there  misht  be  another  ingredient  in 
this  cause,  which  would  serve  i^  I  think, 
better  than  any  other  that  thev  have  at- 

tempted to  have  recourse  to — there  mieht 
have  been  a  secret  committee,  and  if  they 
could  have  established  to  you,  that  there  had 
been  a  secret  committee  in  this  society,  then 
it  would  have  been  argued,  with  great 
strength  of  reasoning,  that  this  secret  com- 

mittee concealed  from  all  the  world,  all  that 
it  intended,  and  all  that  it  did ;  but  even  that 
argument  is  shut  out  from  this  case,  for,  when 
Aoams  was  asked,  whether  they  ever  liad  a 
secret  committee  in  this  society,  he  says,  no, 
we  never  had  any  such  thin^,  all  (lur  proceed- 

ings were  open  and  public ;  nothing  %vas 
done  that  all  the  society  did  not  know ;  no- 

thing was  done  that  we  had  any  objection  to 
all  the  world  knowing,  the  greatest  part  of  it 
we  have  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  we 
had  no  objection  to  its  being  tnere  published 
— so  much  for  the  secret  committee. 

Then  there  was  a  committee  of  correspond- 
ence ;  I  admit  that  fact  stands  against  us ; 

there  existed  in  this  society  a  committee  of 
correspondence— what  sort  of  a  committee  of 
correspondence?  A  committee  of  correspond- 

ence that  rarely  or  ever  corresponded,  and 
that  was  the  subject  of  the  constant  ridicule 
of  [the  eentleman  who  stands  at  the  bar,  be- 

cause their  name  accorded  so  ill  with  their 

employment.  Well,  but  then  they  say,  how- 
ever little  we  have  proved,  you  hold  out  to  the 

world,  that  your  object  was  a  parliamentary 
reform,  and  tve  are  come  to  this  issue,  whe- 

ther that  was  your  real  object,  or  whether  it 
was  a  mere  pretext,  and  we  will  show  that  a 
parliamentary  reform  was  not  vour  real  ob- 
objcct,  and  then  they  wonfd  infer,  not 
justly  I  think,  but  they  would  infer  from 
thence,  that  because  a  parliamentary  re- 

form, which  we  held  out  to  be  our  real  object, 
was  not  so,  but  a  mere  pretext,  therefore  we 
are  conspirators  against  the  government.  I 
do  not  care  if  you  come  to  that  conclusion  ;  I 
do  not  care  if  you  fail  in  with  the  argument, 
that  if  a  parliamentary  reform  was  a  mere 
pretext,  wc  arc  conspirators  against  the  go- 

vernment; not  that  you  will  suppose  1  mean 
to  admit  they  have  proved  any  thing  like 
that,  but  I  will  show,  if  it  be  necessary,  that  a 
])arliamentary  reform  was  the  real  and  sin- 

cere object  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  and 
of  all  those  with  whom  he  acted,  at  least  as 
far  us  their  intent  can  be  known;  that  he 
hail  no  other  object,  and  that  it  was  not  a 

pretext. 
I  said,  gentlemen,  that  T  would  show  this, 

if  it  were  necessary,  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary, because  the  prosecutor  has  shown 

It  for  me ;  for  he,  in  calling  those  men 
who  he  knew  were  all  acquainted  with 
the  objects  of  the  so<:icty,  put  the  cause  on 

ihu  i'^sue  of  their  testimony ;  they  were  ques- 
tioned, "  Do  you  know  wliat  was  the  real 

oiii.v;i«j  of  tbib  society  f"   Adams,  who  was 

their  secretary,  was  questioned  to  that  point, 
and  he  tells  you  in  terms  that,  from  all  that 
he  ever  saw,  from  all  the  conversation  that  he 
ever  had  with  any  of  those  people,  he  verily 
believes  that  their  real  object  was  parliamen- 

tary reform,  and  that  a  reform  was  not  a  pre« 
text;  he  saj^s,  that  all  his  conversation  with 
Mr.  Tooke  (it  was  not  necessary  to  question 
him  so  particularly  as  to  the  others)  tended  that 
way,  and  had  that  sole  end.  And  being  asked 
about  some  expressions  of  what  great  end 
that  was  towards  which  they  were  to  cu- ope- 

rate, which  was  mentioned  in  some  of  the  re- 
solutions, and  upon  which  it  seemed  that 

stress  was  laid,  he  tells  you,  that  the  great 

end  was  a  parliamentary  reform — ^then  they 
have  failed  in  every  part  of  their  case  where 
they  ought  to  have  been  the  strongest. 
They  call  Mr.  Adams  the  secretary  of  the  so- 

ciety, who  must  have  known,  not  only  the 
acts  but  the  intent  of  the  society  ;  and  he  ex- 

pressly negatives  these  two  material  parts  of 
their  case,  which  they  have  insisted  upon, 
that  parliamentary  reform  was  a  mere  pre- 

text ;  that  their  object  was  to  overturn  the 
government  and  depose  the  king ;  and,  that 
their  intention  was  to  employ  force  for  the 

purpose  of  doing  this. 
But,  gentlemen,  Mr.  Adams  is  not  the  only 

witness  upon  this  subject ;  it  was  a  main  ob- 
ject with  them  to  show,  that  here  was  a 

wicked  wide-spreading  conspiracy  against  the 
government;  that  it  was  not  confined  to 
these  committees ;  that  it  was  not  confined  to 
these  societies  in  town,  but  that  all  the  coun- 

try societies  were  connected  with  it ;  and  for 
that  purpose  they  have  produced,  I  know 
not  what — letters  and  addresses  from  country 
societies;  some  received  in  London;  some, 
I  believe,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
these  persons  at  Sheffield,  Norwich,  and 
other  places,  were  connected  with  Mr.  Tooke, 
and  were  conspirators  with  him  for  this  great 

end.  The  indictment  states,  that  Mr.  'I  ooke 
and  the  others  conspired  with  those  who  are 
named  in  the  indictment,  and  with  other  per- 

sons unknown  (these  Sheffield  people,  there- 
fore, and  the  rest,  are  those  unknown  conspi- 

rators.) And  it  was  a  step,  in  thi**  ca«;e,  tt» 
prove  that  the  people  at  Sheffield  had  these 
views  ;  from  whence  it  was  to  be  inlcrred, 
that  if  they,  being  conspirators  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  had  those  views  which  are  imputed 
to  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Tooke  had  them ;  and  ac- 

cordingly they  call  a  witness,  from  Sheffield, 
a  Mr.  Broomhead,  the  secretary  to  the  society 
at  Sheffield. 

Cientlemen,  the  same  observations  occur 
upon  his  evidence  as  to  the  Sheffield  Society 

which  occur  upon  Adams*s  as  to  llie  lx>ndoQ 
Society, — lie  is  questioned  as  to  what  the 
real  objects  of  the  Society  at  Sheffield  were; 
he,  the  witness  for  the  crown,  who  was  to 

prove  that  the  Siicfficld  people  were  conspi- 
rators with  Mr.  Tooke  ana  the  others  to 

overturn  the  government,  he  tells  you  the 
real  ol^ect  of  these  people  at  Sheffield  was  & 



ill  the  House  of  Commons,  and  no 
;  that  the^had  not  the  smallest  notion 

Ufaerof  attacking  Ihe  person,  authority,  or 
kracter  of  the  Rinu':  of  attacking  royalty 
rlf,  or  of  attacking  the  nobility  of  this  coun- 
;  ihitt  their  comprint  wa-s  a2:ain5t  the 

lou&e  of  Commons;  lhi*lthey  helieved  the 
tn&titution  was,  endangered  by  thatcorrup- 

which  tlicy  thought  existed  in  the 
Iou»«  of  Commons;  ihev  thought  the  re- 

ly of  thai  evd  was  a  reform  in  the  tlonse 

yoromon^ ;  that  they  looked  to  a  reform 
lluUM>  gf  Commons,  and  in  no  other 

and  that  Uus  w;i5  the  sole  object  of 
sociely:  that  with  respect  to  producine; 

rveo  that  reform  by  force,  no  idea  ol  the  sort 
rer  ciilercrd  into  his  mind,  or  into  the  ratnd 

>f  any  of  those  people  whom  lie  knew  at 
^^  that  if  he  had  believed  such  a  de- 

exbtcd  in  the  mind  of  any  man 
vbcim  he  was  concerned,  he  would  have 

liately    quitted    the  society;    that  he 
the  ktng;    that  he  is  attached  to  the 

>0!ilituiion  ;  "that  he  htiicves  it  a  good  con- titutioii ;    th.tt   he  believes  it  the  best  Ihat 
:s  Of  CdH  cM^t  ui  its  nature  ;    but  ihink- 

ig  that  there  are  defecU  in  all  human  ins»ti- 
itioni*,  und   m  a  particular  branch  of  this, 

jcly,  in  th«  House  of  C(imn>ons,  he  be- 
icves  that  by  a  reformation  in  Ihat  branch 

would  come  nearer  to  that  state  of  perfec- 
m,  to  which  he  still  thinks  it  approaches 

kearcr  than  any  other  government  under  the 
in.     This  is  the  evidence  of  Broomhead ; 
rho  was  called  by  the  uttorncy-geneml  for  no 

-   -  r  than  to  show  that  these  peo- 
I,  who  are  slated  to  be  conspi- 

-.i..  .,.  iiC  at  Lxjndon,  and  Mr.  Took e 
the  r«5t,   had  the  same  views  with 

rat  liOndon.    Look  at  the  evidence,  and 
say,   whether  there   be  criminality  in 

ring  ihe  same  views  ! — the  views  are  par- 

"^   »Uiry  reform,  the  means  of  attaining  it 
">lc  and  (^uiel. 

II  having  tailed  in  Mr.  Broomhead,  ihe^v 
I  call  Mr.  Widdison.    Now,  Mr.  Widdison  is 
a  witness  who  h  presented  to  you  certainly 
under  circumstances  that  arc   not  likely  to 

ider  him  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  cause 
the  Shcfiield  people ;  and  he  was  produced 
ebow   the  She&eld  jteople  were  conspira- 

)rs,    and   had  the  same   objects    with  Mr. 
fooke.     He  tells  you,  he  had  been  of  opinion 

icrly,  as  the  other  Sheffield  people  had, 
U  armual  parliaments  and  universal  suf- 

were   the  best  remedy  that  could  be 
Jplicd  to  that  which  they  believed  an  exi%t- 
ig  evil   in  the  constitution  ;  upon  farther  re- 
:tJon  he  altered  that  opinion  ;    he  thought 
luoiversial  isutfra^e  was  going  too  far;    he 

^jht  that  the  privilege  of  electing  mem- 
ot  parliament    would,  by  the  introdiic- 
of  universal  ̂ juflTragc,  be  committed  to 
men  who  were  not  fit  to  have  such  a 

reposed  in  them:  therefore  he  differed 
^riie  rest  of  his  MK^icly,  and  withdrew 
;lf  from  them*    Now^  with  this  diS^r* 

VOL,  X.\V. 

I  ence  of  opinion,  and  having  withdrawn  him- 
self from  them,   you  may  suppose   he  does 

I  not  eivc  his  evidence  with  any  prejudice  U>- 
wanis  the  society  which  he  had  quitted, 
cause  he  differed  from  them. 

What  does  he  say? — lie  is  perfectly  sure 
that  the  object  of  the  society  was  sincere 
and  unfeigned;  that  their  real  object  was 
reform ;  that  they  had  no  other  object ;  that 

thcy^^Scled  upon  the  duke  of  Richmond's 
plan;  that  Ihey  wished  to  carry  thnt  plan 
into  execution ;  that  he  at  one  time  wished 

the  same  thing,  but  he  has  altered  his  opi- 
nion; that  Ihey  were  all  attached  to  the  con- 

!»tilution;  that  they  loved  the  king.  But 

then  it  is  stippo&ed  that  this  witness  from 
Sheffield  will  be  able  to  prove  that  the  ob- 

jects of  the  society,  such  as  they  were,  were 
to  be  effected  by  force;  and  then,  if  it  can  be 
fixed  upon  the  Sheffield  people,  who  were 
conspirators  with  Mr.  Tooke  and  the  rcM, 
that  their  design  at  Sheffield  was,  to  carry 
their  objects  into  execution  by  force,  Mr. 

Tooke's  guilt  is  to  be  inferred  from  theirs. 
Now,  what  does  Widdison  prove  upon  the 

subject  of  arms?   and  this  is  the  only  cvi* 
dencc  in  the  case  by  which  it  is  attempted  to 
be  proved,  that  there  was  any  thing  like  a 
preparation  of  offensive  weapons  for  the  pur- 

pose of  carrying  this  great  plan  into  ejcecution. 
That  they  Thought  it  necessary  to  give  some 
evidence  of  this  sort,  appears  from  their  ask- 

I  ing  the  question  ;   and,  from  their  not  giving 
I  any  other  evidence  than  that  which  Widdison 
does  give,  I  am  fairly  justified  in  concluding^ 

I  that  tliey  had  no  better  evidence  to  produce. 

I  He  docs  admit,  certainly,  that  a  dozen  of  pike- 
'  shafts  were  ordered  from  him  by  one  Da- 

'  vision ;  but  he  says,  in  answer  to  a  question 
I  put  to  him  by  the  prosecutor,  that  they  were 
I  ordered  for  their  own  defence ;  ihit  tliey  had 
I  not  the  least  idea  of  ever  using  them  against 
I  the  government ;   that  such  a  notion  never 
'  entered  into  their  minds.     Ordered  for  their 
own  defence  f — How  could  they  be  for  their 
own  <lcfence  ?   Why  he  tells  you,  there  were 

I  two  parties  at  Shcflicid  ;  that  he  was  of  one 
party,   others  of  another:    he  tells  you  that 

I  acts  of  personal  violence  had   been  offered 
I  to  them ;    that  their  houses  hatl  been  beset ; 
that  tlicy  were  threatened  with  force  ;    and 

'  that   those  persons    who   called  themselves 
aristocrats  had  said,  in  terms,  that  if  an  inva- 

sion  happened,  they  (the  aristocrats)  would 

I  fall  first  upon  Davison'^  parly;    and  there- 
fore this  parly  thought  it  prudent,  when  stich 

threats  were  thrown  out  against  them,  and 
this  turbulent  conduct  pursued  towards  them, 
to  prepare  some  means  of  dclVnce  :  and  upon 
the  evidence  it  appears  to  you  llicre  were  u 
dozen  of  pike-shafts  ordered  from  this  man 
by  Davison  :  who  tells  you,  that  at  the  sa«rie 
time  Davison  ordered  them,  he  told  them 
they  were  for  this  pur[>osc. 

Oentlcmeu,  if  the  purpose  of  these  jtke  • 
shafts  had  not  been  explained,  in  a  case  ol  thia 
sort,  where  it  lies  upon  Ibe  prosecutor  to  give 

S  H 
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some  reasonable  evidence,  to  convince  jou  tliat 
force  was  prepared,  with  which  these  conspira-- 
tors  were  to  act,  an  order  for  twelve  pikes  would 
amount  to  nothing ;  but  when  it  stands  ex- 

plained, not  as  I  explained  it,  but  as  the  wit- 
ness has  explained  it,  even  if  there  were  ten 

thousand  instead  of  twelve,  it  becomes  totally 
irrelevant,  because  the  prosecutors  prove,  by 
their  own  witnesses,  that  the  preparing  these 
pikes  was  for  a  perfectly  different  purpose. 

But,  geutlemen,  unfortunate  as  the  pro- 
secutors have  been  in  calling  to  you  those 

witnesses,  who,  one  should  have  supposed, 
must  have  known,  if  there  had  been  a  con- 

spiracy in  London,  that  it  did  exist— who, 
one  should  have  supposed,  must  have  known, 
if  there  was  a  conspiracy  at  Sheffield,  that  it 
did  exist;  unfortunate  as  they  have  been  in 
the  examination  of  these  three  first  witnesses, 
they  still  think  they  have  a  strong  man  be- 

hind, and  therefore  they  call  him  last,  in 
order  to  leave  an  impression  upon  your  minds 
—  very  judicious  most  unquestionably  — 
therefore,  the  last  witness  they  call  is  Mr. 
William  Sharpe.  The  selection  was  cer- 

tainly judicious;  because  they  must  have 
hop<^  to  prove  by  him  all  that,  which,  if  it 
existed,  he  must  know.  Consider  who  Mr. 
Sharpe  is ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Consti- 

tutional Society ;  in  that  character  he  must 
have  known  a  great  deal  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  society:  he  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  conference ;  in  that  character 
he  must  have  known  all  that  passed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  delegates  from  the  two  societies : 
he  was  a  member  ot  the  committee  of  co-opera- 

tion ;  in  that  churacttr  he  must  have  known  all 
tliat  had  passed  in  that  committee,  which 
was  to  carry  into  execution — which  was  to 
be  the  immediate  agent  for  perfecting  the 
treasonable  purposes  which  existed   in  the 
minds  of  the  rest   not  only  of  perfecting 
the  treasonable  purposes,  but  he  is  stated  in 
the  indictment  to  be  one  of  those  with  whom 

Mr.  Tooke  and  the  others  conspired  to  bring 
about  the  deposition  of  the  king.  Now, 
Mr.  Sharpe  must  know,  filling  all  these  cha- 

racters himself,  whether  he  did  so  conspire 
or  not;  he  is,  therefore,  called  to  you,  and 

he  is  examined  as  to  Mr.  Tooke*s  principles. The  first  thine  that  comes  from  him  is  this 
— that  Mr,  Tooke  had  often  declared,  that  he 
would  rather  be  governed  by  St.  James's  than 
St.  Giles's.  Now,  if  there  be  any  truth  in 
the  case  that  is  endeavoured  to  be  set  up  by 
the  prosecutor,  I  should  like  to  know  by 
whoin  Mr.  Tooke  was  likely  to  be  governed, 
if  this  conspiracy  had  taken  effect,  except  by 
Saint  Giles's.  It  is  not  pretended,  as  has 
existed  in  most  cases  of  conspiracies  to  over- 

turn the  government,  that  there  was  a  prince 
laying  claim  to  the  throne,  whom  this  party 
that  conspired  against  the  present  govern- 

ment was  to  introduce ;  the  end  of  Mr.  Tooke 
is  not  stated  to  you ;  his  object  is  merely  staled 
to  be  to  overturn  the  present  government ; 
llici),  if  bis  object  was  to  overturn  the  present 

sovemment,  and  let  every  thing  eo  to  con- 
nision,  that  government,  which  Mr.  Sharpe 
says  he  reprobated,  must  be  introduced  and 
substituteo  in  the  place  of  the  government  of 

Saint  James's.  He  says  Mr.  Tooke  and  he had  frequent  communication  together  upon 
the  subject  of  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 

try; he  tells  you  that  Mr.  Tooke  always 
spoke  of  the  constitution  with  regard  and  re- 

verence; he  always  expressed  himself  at- 
tached to  the  king  and  tne  lords,  with  that 

firm,  steady,  inflexible  character,  which  is 
proved  to  belong  to  him  and  his  opinions ;  he 
always  spoke  with  detestation  of  what  he 
thought  corruption  in  the  House  of  Com- 

mons, and  always  declared  his  firm  resolution 
to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  cor- 

rect that  abuse. 
Gentlemen,  the  auestion  put  to  you  is, 

whether  these  declarations  of  his  object 
being  a  parliamentary  reform,  were  real,  or 
were  merely  a  pretext;  and  whether,  instead 
of  pursuing  a  parliamentary  reform,  Mr. 
Tooke  was  reallv  pursuing  a  plan,  the  object 
of  which  was— nrst  to  depose  the  king,  and 
then  to  destroy  him.  Who  is  likely  to  know 
whether  he  entertained  such  objects  or  not  ? 
Is  any  one  more  likely  to  know  it  than  the 
gentleman  whom  the  crown  have  called  ? — A 
man,  connected  with  him  in  the  society  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  he  entertained  and  dis- 

seminated this  doctrine — a  man,  put  in  the 
place  of  a  delegate,  and  who  was  not  only 
connected  with  the  society,  but  intimately 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Tooke ;  not  only  visited 
him  at  his  house,  but  was  in  his  confidence ; 
and  this  man  is  questioned  over  and  over 
again  whether  he  believes  this  to  be  a  pre- 

text in  Mr.  Tooke,  or  whether  he  believes  it 
his  real  object ;  he  tells  you,  as  of\en  as  the 
(Question  is  asked  him,  that  he  does  believe 
it  to  have  been  Mr.  Tooke's  real  and  un- 

feigned object  to  reform  the  Commons  House 

of  Parliament;  that  his  constant  prot*esi>ions went  that  way,  and  no  other ;  that  neither 
in  the  society  nor  out  of  the  society,  by 

IMr.  Tooke,  or' by  any  other  persons  connected with  the  society,  was  force  against  the  pre- 
sent government  ever  thought  of;  and  that 

if  it  had,  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Tooke  would 
ever  have  remained  members  of  the  society. 

Then  what  becomes  of  this  charge  against 
Mr.  Tooke,  so  disproved  by  those  witnesses 
who  arc  called  to  prove  it?  The  written  evi- 

dence does  not  prove  it.  The  conduct  of 
these  committees,  as  it  appears  stated  in  the 
resolutions,  proves  merely  an  intention  that 
there  should  be  a  convention;  and,  in  order 
to  supply  that  defect — in  order  to  show  that 
their  objects  were  different  from  what  they 
professed,  and  that  this  was  a  mere  pretext 
  in  order  to  show,  as  the  solicitor-general 
expressed  it,  that  though  monarchy  was 
upon  their  lips,  it  was  the  farthest  from  tlicir 
hearts : — in  order  to  show  all  this,  they  call 

Mr.  Adams,  the  secretary;  they  call  Mr* Sharpe^  a  member  of  tlic  society,  a  member 



for  High  Treason. 

}f  '  rencc,  a  mcml)er  of 
ndcfjce,  a  m ember 

llic  cumiuillcc  oi  cu-operalion,  to  show 
at   ihey  had  other  and   dilfercnt  objects  ; 
V  '     •■  •     u\   and    Witidison,    from 
i  ill  Ihe  Slietfietd  people, 

vu    ui  ii.i>L   luijspired  with  them,  had 
mnU  tliftercnl  objects ;  and  yet  all  Uicse 

uUr-A  in  1 1,1^  way  by  the  crown  lo 
1  to  support  it  ID 

r  I  before,  namely,  to 
jiV«    that    a  parhameiiUiry  reform    was  a 
itt  pret£Xi,  aud  that  the  real  object  was  to 

turn   the   government    and  depose    the 
by  force;   all  these  witnesses   were 

»ed  whether  it  was  a  pretext:  whether 
w&B  or  was  not  their  real  object ;  whe- 
ley  had  any  design  to  act  by  force  in 

ly  case  ;  whether  lliey  had  an  aft'eciion  for uig ;    wliether   they   were  dissatisfied 
he  government  at  large ;    whether  it 

constitution,  or  only  the  corruption 
it  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  they 
liked:    they  all  concur  in  tellin:^  you,  that 

the  real  and  unfeigned  object  of 
that  it  was  not  a  pretext ;    that 

was  DO  design  in  any  of  them,  or  in 
of  those  whom  they  knew,  cither  to  at- 

;k   the  government,  or   to  use  any   force 
inst  it ;    that    they    reverenced  and   re- 

d  the  king  ;    that  they  reverenced  and 
:lcd  the  nubihty  of  this  country;    that 

T'   ^I'lKint  was  only  asptinsl  the  House 
ris;    that  they  believed  corrup|i<m 

:   _  that  House;    that  that  corruption 
Uie  cause  of  the  evils  of  which  ihcy  com- 
icrl,   rtnd  that  they  would,  as  they  had 

hrndy,  and  tmiformlv  pursue 

tt  V,  beh'eved  would  find  the  re* 
Ij  fur  ail  their  complaints,  a  reformation 
the  ComiTions  House  uf  rarliatuent. 

no  1:  krationin  ihisca^e,  that 
Lra<  I  »  Mr,  Tooke,  by  all  the 
lies,  t?    uiiL  '.'i  a  man  adhering  to  his 

MmoiiM    firmly ^     steadily,    and    inflexibly. 
1,  you  wili  recollect  that  a  declara- 

Tooke,   speaking  upon  political 
been  proved,  that  he  verily  be- 

'thm  if  tlierc  was  any  tumult  in  this he  should  be  the  6rst  victim,    I  will 

why  he  believed  that ;  he  has  pursued 
;t  of  a  parliamentary  reform   with 

IS  and  with  steadiness— nothing  has 
dm  aside  from  it ;    he  has  pursued  it 

jh  one  plain  path  ;    the  consequence  is, 
tie  ba§  been  connected,  in  various  parts 

life,    with  all  those  who  have  at  any 
the  same  object  in  their  view  witfi 

iti.ii  iruiNt  of  his  friends  have  changed 
1  th  the  times,   but  that  he  has 

u  a  his.     Hence  it  is,   that  he 
poittiLdl  set  of  friends  who  are  con- 

ly  stttif'hed  to  him ;    because  he  has  at- 
ru  no  party,  but  has  attached 
rm  and  invariable  pursuit  of 

od  would  l>c  a  real  good 

^  U  tnely  a  certain  moffe  of 
in  ttic  Cummons  House  of  parliament. 

With  this  witness,  Mr.  Sliarpc,  the  evi- 
dence for  the  crown  closed ;  and,  as  fiir  as  H, 

appMes  to  that  overt-act  in  the  indictment 
which  stales  the  callin 2:  s  convention  («r  m- 
Iher,  I  believe,  1  should  sav,    to   t!  r 
six  overt  acts,  which  are  all  connc  i 

the  calling;  of  a  convention),    *'  ui.^t 
arc  provecT  are  merely  these— 1 1  com* 
nUlt«^*~^    'l"li    f»ir<^l,    nnrl   t  i  L  »•     <,  .    tn. 

Will'.!  f 

protls,''    ;, ,  ._  _  ,  ■  ,  .  :    '  ,  e 
people*  rhesc  arc  the  (acts  that  are  proved^ 

and  from  them  you  arc  ilcs-ired  to  infer,  ihat^ 
the  object  of  this  convention  was,  to  depose 
the  king.  For  the  purpose  of  doing  that,  I 
have  observed  to  you  that  they  have  called 
those  witnesses,  who  most  know  what  the 

object  was — who  raiisl  know  whether  thit' 
colour  was  to  be  given  to  their  acts  or  not ; 

instead  of  proving  it,  they  ha^t  -<■  -.r,o..i.,f  ..i^ solutcly  every  thing  that  is  nv  s 
the  proof  of  it ;   fur  they  have        ,  „.  y 
intend  of  proceeding  with  force;    they  havfi 
disproved  any  prepHraiion  of  arras ;  they  hafi 
disproved  any  mtention,  in  any  of  the  mem^^ 
bers  of  the  society^   to  overturn  the  govern^' 

ment ;  and  they  have  likewise  proved  affimia<-' 
tiveiy  that  the  real  obiect  ot  these    people ' 
was  that  which  they  held  out — nt»t  lo  dnposi 
the  king,  but  to  f>btam  a  reform  m  Iht  Com^' 
mons  House  (if  parliament.     So  slands  the 
case,  as  endeavoured  to  be  proved  on  the  pari 
of  the  prosecutor  against  the  gentleman  at' 
the  bar;  that  case  which  charges  him  with  4 
conspiracy  to  call  a  convention,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  overturning  the  government  and  de* 

posing  Ihc  king,  which  inust  be  by  force ;  ar  * 30  It  IS  stated  by  the  attorney  general.— Th< 
are  the  proofs  which  they  give  you  of  that] fact. 

fjentlemen^  tliey  feel  that  this  will  not  daj 
and  they  say,  thouch  this  does  not  prove 
—though  these  witnesses  (who  if  the  desii 
had  existed,  must  h.ivc  known  it)  huve  swoi 
that  no  such  design  did  exist;    though  lh< 
have  sworn,  on  the  contrary,    that  a  desij^ 
perfectly  inconsistent  with  this  was  the  real 
object  of  all  these  people,   namely,   a  parlia- 

mentary reform ;  though,  therefore*  the  wit- 
nesses tor  the  crown  have,  as  far  iis  a  negative 

can  be  proved,   actually  disproved  the  cas 
which  the  prosecutors  ought  lo  prove ;   y( 
I  hey  say  there  are  other  circumstances  in  tl 
case  which  either  point  tbi»  act  of  coUMittin 
lo  call  a  convention  to  the  purpose  of  depo! 

ing  the  king,  or,   if  they  do  not  make  thj 
out,  they  show  that  there  was  a  general  coi 
spiracy  entertained,  in  which  Mr.  Tooke  wa 
concerned — a  general  conspiracy  to  ovcrtui 
the  government  of  this  coimtry  and  to  depoj 
the  king.     Surely,  rather  too  general  a  si 
ment,  and  too  general  an  accusation  ! 

In  order  to  make  out  this  part  of  their  case* 
they  read  a  multitude  of  papers ;  some  foi 
in  the  Constitutional  f^ciely,  and  some  in  lli_^ 

Correspond  in  I'  i  ̂-solutions,  addressef 
—none  of  will  .  had  any  means  gf 
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obtaining  access  to ;  for  ewen  the  book  of  the 
CoDStitutional  Society  was  seized,  and  has  re- 

mained in  the  hands  of  the  prosecutor,  from 
the  time  it  was  taken  out  ot  the  custody  of 
Mr.  Adams — we  have  no  means  of  comparing 
one  entry  with  another— we  have  even  been 
denied  an  examination  of  the  book,  I  do  not 
aaean  in  court,  for  there  it  cannot  be  denied 
us:  but  while  we  are  going  on  with  the  rest 
of  the  evidence,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  be 
lookm^  at  that  which  was  not  applicable  to 
the  pomt  in  question.  With  all  these  papers, 
we  are  now  overwhelmed,  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  against  us  that  there  was  a  general 
conspiracy  in  the  kingdom,  to  overturn  the 
eovemment  and  depose  the  king,  and  that 
Sir.  Tooke,  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  acted 
in  this  conspiracv^— papers  that  took  thirty 
hours  to  read  in  the  court,  and  by  which  our 
attention  was  distracted  and  confounded- 
papers  which  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
observe  upon  to  you,  because  no  human 
strength  could  be  equal  to  it;  some  of  them, 
in  their  nature,  such  as  could  never  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Tooke,  and 
«ome  might  or  might  not  have  come  to  his 
luiowledge ;  for  you  recoUectthe  way  in  which 
Mr.  Adams  gave  an  account  of  keeping  the 
books,  and  the  entries  of  the  names,  and 
how  oflen  it  happened  that  men  whose  names, 
appear  in  the  books  really  were  not  present ; 
because  if  they  attended  at  dinner  theu-  names 
were  put  down,  and  still  remain  in  the  books, 
thougn  they  did  not  attend  the  meeting;  to 
separate  them  is  impossible  for  any  man — to 
observe  upon  them  is  impossible^  in  the  mass 
and  chaos  in  which  they  have  been  produced. 
I  appeal  to  your  own  observation,  whether, 
aAer  all  the  experience  that  they  have  had— 
afler  all  the  care  that  has  been  taken  to  se- 

lect and  arrange  them — after  one  trial  has 
been  eone  through  as  well  as  it  could  be— I 
appeal  to  your  own  observation,  whether  there 
has  not  been  in6nite  difficulty,  even  on  the 
part  of  those  who  conduct  this  prosecution, 
in  arranging,  assorting,  and  determining  what 
they  should  produce;  and  yet  you  will  recol- 

lect that  mv  two  learned  friends,  the  attor- 
1iey*gencral  and  the  solicitor-general,  have 
had  this  business  before  them  more  than  half 

a  year — that  they  attended  all  these  examina* 
tions  before  the  privy  council— that  there  was 
not  a  paper  in  all  these  boxes  and  bags  that 
they  have  not  read  over  and  over  again ; — 
that  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  arranging 
and  observing  how  they  bore  upon  the  ques- 

tion—what paper  produced  might  affect  the 
prisoner— what  paper  not  produced  might  ex- 

plain that  which  was  produced— we  have  had 
no  such  opportunity,  and  yet  this  monstrous 
auantity  of  papers  is  produced  here,  which 
liey  scarcely  know  how  to  arrange  as  they 

arc  produced,  and  which  they  certainly  did 
produce  in  no  sort  of  arrangement,  Ibr  they 
were  not  produced  chronologically — they  were 
not  produced  as  one  bore  upon  another ;  and 
(r^m  this  m»s9  of  paper  you  are  desired  to  in* 

fer,  that  there  existed  a  conspiracy  in  this 
country  to  overturn  the  government  and  de« 
pose  the  king,  and  that  Mr.  Tooke  was  an 
actor  in  this  conspiracy  :•— that  is  too  much  to 
call  upon  any  man  to  defend  another  against. 
-Many  of  these  papers  that  have  been  read 
give  great  offence ;  many  are  ver}r  improper- 
are  such  as  reasonable  and  thinking  men 
would  certainly  disapprove  of;  but  they  are 
not  overt-acts  of  high  treason.  If  there  had 
been  any  one  of  these  papers  that  could  be 
relied  upon  as  an  overt-act  of  high  treason,  it 
would  have  been  so  relied  upon,  and  would 
have  been  stated  as  a  substantive  overt-act. 
But  there  is  no  one  of  those  papers  that  bus 
been  produced  which  can  by  any  possibility, 
with  tnc  evidence  tacked  to  it,  that  is  also 
produced  in  this  case,  amount  to  an  overt-act of  treason. 

Gentlemen,  let  me  call  you  back  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  consideration  of  what  the  question 

is  that  you  are  trying.  You  are  trying  whe- 
ther Mr.  Tooke  has  compassed  the  king's 

death ;  you  arc  trying  whether  he  committed 
any  of  the  overt-acts  stated  in  the  indictment, 
with  a  view  first  to  depose  the  king,  and  ulti- 

mately to  compass  his  death;  and  I  affirm  jthat 
there  is  none  of  that  mass  of  paper  that  has 
been  produced  against  him,  that  can  be  consi- 

dered as  an  overt-act  of  that  treason.  I  shall 
add  likewise, what  my  learned  friend  argued  so 
ably,  and  supported  his  argument  from  lord 
Strafford's  case,*  that  if  no  one  of  these  papers 
produced  is  an  act  of  high  treason,  they  can- 

not, taken  altogether,  amount  to  high  treason. 
There  is  no  such  thing  in  this  country  as  cu- 

mulative treason,  there  must  be  a  compassing 

the  king's  death,  and  there  must  be  a  precise, 
distinct  act  stated,  and  proved  to  have  been 
done  by  the  prisoner  in  the  prosecution  of  that 

design  conceived  by  him  against  the  king's life. 

The  addresses  to  the  French  were  all  be- 
fore the  war,  and  they  are  not  acts  of  high 

treason.  If  thev  had  been  relied  upon  as  high 
treason,  it  would  have  been  differently  stated 
in  the  indictment.  The  charge  against  this 
gentleman  would  have  been  not  for  com- 

passing the  kind's  death,  but  for  adhering  to 
the  king's  enemies;  but  the  French  were  not 
the  king's  enemies  at  the  time  he  had  any 
communication  with  them,  and  communica- 

tion, therefore,  with  them  was  lawful,  and  50 
were  the  subscriptions  to  assist  them;  he 
might  lawfully  subscribe  to  assist  them.  In 
his  judgment  the  reformation  they  produced 
in  their  government,  compared  with  its  former 
state,  was  a  good  one ;  he  wished  the  eovem- ment  which  subsisted  in  France  at  the  time 
he  sent  these  subscriptions,  to  be  supported ; 
he  had  a  right  to  send  these  subscriptions, 
and  as  Mr.  Erskine  stated  truly,  if  peace  was 
to  be  made  to-morrow,  the  next  day  these 
subscriptions,  and  these  addresses,  might  be 
repeated,  and  repeated  lawfully. 

*  See  it,  anti,  VoL  3,  p.  1381, 



Jbr  Jf^h  Treaion* 

^eat  (leal  has  be^-n  said  of  I  he  Scotch 
jiion;  it  U  insisted  tltat  the  sending 

to  the  Scotch  Convention  was  an 

high  treason,  and  that  the  conspiring 

'  I  a^nihers  to  another  convciuion  which 
partake  of  the  nature  of  the 

uon,  was  of  course  in  itself  an 
of  btgh  ltea»on< 

Let  U5  sec,  in  the  firal  place,  how  that 
jds  in  pc>inl  of  fact.  There  was  a  racelinc 
the  Constitutional  Society  to  consider  oT 

ending  delegates  to  the  Scotch  Convention  ; 
lerc  was  an  extraordinary  meeting  held  for 

irpose  ;  Mr.  Tookc  was  desired  to  at- 
»tit  meeting;  he  would  not  attend;  two 
miembers  called  on  him,  and  conversed 
im  ur»on  the  subject ;  he  told  ihcm  he 
roved  of  the  object,  that  he  thought  it 
)h  thing  to  send  members  to  a  Ji^otch 
lUon.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 

into  the  grounds  of  lii^  objection,  but 
lA  an  enemy  to  the  object,  and  he  was 

fserit  at  that  eslriiordinary  meeting, 
mpp€ar!>  to  have  been  a  sort  of  smug- 
lecting  of  the  society,  wlicn  thny  deter- 

lincd  to  send  the*c  members  to  the  Scotch 
ilioo.  Tlien  if  Mr  Ti>oke,  who  was  a 
;r  of  the  Constitulional  Society,  was 
:sent  £it  the  meeting  wJien  these  dele* 

lies  were  srnl;  and  if  so  far  from  beingprc- 
it,  he  disapproved  of  the  measurr,  and  uni- 

ily  in  conversation  <  wliich  h>i*  been  prove<l 
▼arioiis  pans,  of  the  ca^e),  cxprestjed  his 
ijjprobaliun  of  it,  and  slated  that  he  was 
tWQray  to  that  measure,  surely  it  wilj  be 
much  to  fix  him  with  any  part  of  the  pru- 
lings  of  the  Scotch  Convention  upon  that 
rnJ.  BmI  there  is  another  pirt  of  the 

isiness  upon  which  they  endeavoured  to  fix 
y|  Yorke  was  proposed  as  a  delegate,  and 

ilined  because  they  had  no  money  to 
his  expenses.  Sinclair  afterwards  was 

\,  and  he  went ;  it  stands  admitted  Mr. 
»ke  Tiad  nothing  to  do  with  sending  him 
»fe,  for  that  which  is  proved  by  the  wil> 

for  the  crown,  and  confirmed  l»y  others, 
etnnot  but  l>e  taken  as  a  fact.  It  appears  too 
that  Mr.  Tooke  equally  disapproved  of  any 
being  »enl  there ;  but  after  Sinclair  had  been 
feot  lo  the  Scokh  Conventioji;  after  he  had 

lilie  Scotch  Convention ;  after  the  Scotch 
ition  had  been  dispersed,  and  Sinclair 
m  prosecuted  for  a  misdemeanor  as  a 
tr  of  that  convention,  and  had  a  punish- 

InHicted  upon  him — I  say  nothing  upon 
Judgment  itself;  1  reflect  not  upon  the 
irt,  It  is  not  my  business  to  reject  upon 

I  only  say  that  a  punishment  had  been 
licted  upon  Smclair— 

Toitkc, — ^I'hc  Lord  Advocate  withdrew 
le  record,  and  he  was  not  tried, 

Mr.  Gi6^.— Was  he   then  under  prose- 
itjon? 

Mr.  Tookt.^l  believe  he  was,* 

*  See  Sinclijr's  ciiic:,  nMi^  Vol,  23,  p.  777. 
6ee  aUo  iu  the  Mine  Volume,  p.  807,  n^t^ 

A.  D.  m\. 

Mr.  Citfti.— Gentlemen,  I  certainly  stand 
rightly  corrected,  and  am  much  obliged  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  for  cor- 

recting me  ;  Sinclair  had  not  a  judgtncnt  pro- 
notmced  against  him ;  but  it  is  imputed  to  Mr, 
Tooke  that  Sinclair,  when  in  distress,  was  as- 

sisted by  bira;  he  beinc  in  very  ̂ eat  distress^ 
Mr.  Tooke,  I  admit,  did  write  a  circular  letter^ 
petitiopins  for  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Sinclair^ 
although  ne  had  highly  disapproved  of  his 
being  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  convention  ia 
Scotland;  and  bccaiisc  he  has  thrown  pas- 

sages into  that  letter,  the  only  object  of  wnich 
was  to  excite  the  compassion  of  those  among 
whom  the  letter  was  published,  to  make  them 
draw  their  pur^e-strmgs ;  from  thence  it  is 
endeavoured  to  implicate  Mr,  Tooke  in  evcrr 
thing  done  in  the  Scotch  Convention,  although 
he  actual iy  disapproved  of  its  silting,  and  (&- 
approved  of  a  delegate  being  sent. 

But  1  do  not  stop  there,  I  will  suppose  that 
Mr.  Tooke,  instead  of  absenting  himself  when 
Mr,  Sinclair  was  chosen  a^  a  delegate,  had  been 
present;  I  wUl  suppose  that  instead  of  dis- 

senting from  sending  delegates  Iu  Scottentf, 
he  had  assented  to  it;  I  will  suppose  that 
instead  of  voting  that  another  man  might  be 
sent  to  Scotland  as  a  delegate,  he  hiiMbeen 
sent  there  himself  I  insist  that  nothing  that 
has  been  done  in  Scotland  amoimted  to  an  act 
ol  high  treason ;  and  I  say  here,  as  f  said  on 
the  Ust  trial  for  Mr  Hardy,  I  insist  that  E 

liave  the  highest  authority  fur  a'^senuig  thai 
nothinv  that  whb  done  in  Scut  land  amoiintedi 
to  high  treason,  because  those  who  where 
actors  in  that  scene;  those  wluj  were  dele- 
^les  there;  those  who  sal  in  that  conven- 

tion; those  who  pa*4sed  the  resoliiiiuns  which 
arc  now  considered  as  the  most  criminal, 
were  themselves  in  that  country,  and,  no 
doubt,  by  the  advice  of  the  great  officers  of 

»  the  crown,  prosecuted,  not  for  high  treason^ 
I  but  for  a  misdemeanor. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  authority  of  those 
who  proseauted  them  for  saying  that  the  aeti 
of  the  Scotch  Convention    were    not  high 
treason.     1  have  the  authority  of  the  jtidgei 

I  who  tried  them  for  sayinr;  the  same  thing, 
1  because  if  those  judges  had  thought  that  the 

'  acts  committed  by  those  pcr'sons  were  high 
I  treason,  it  would  have  been  their  duly  not  to  , 
I  have  suffered  them  to  be  convicted  of  a  mis* 

I  demeanor,  but  to  have  lold  the  jtir>'  that  the 
nature  of  their  crime   had   been   mistaken, 
that  though  indicted  for  a  misdemeanor,  in 

I  fact,  their  cnme  amounted  to  high  treason ;  ( 
that  they  must  be  acqmMcd,    therelbrc,  of 
the  charge  brought  against  them,  but  that 
they  mu*»t  he  inaicled  again  upon  the  other. 
Therefore,  take  it  either  way — either  that  he 
was  or  was  not  cogni/.ant  of  tho*e  acts  that 
passed  in  Scotland.  I  msist  that  the  acts  in 
Scotland  were  not  high  treason.     Very  im- 

fjropcr  resolutions  1  admit  passed  there;  reso- 
utions  which  talk  of  resisting  certain  laws 

when  Ihcy  may  be  passed ;  and  yet  what  re- 
sistance ?  they  say  they  will  not  regard  anj 
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act  of  parliament  for  disperaiiif  the  conven- 
tionyUDtil  thejT  sba]!  be  remov^by  a  superior 
force^what  is  their  conduct  upon  that?— I 
ilo  not  remember  whether  the  letter  of  Mar- 

mot was  given  in  evidence ;  it  was  upon  the 
Ust  trial;  but,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  the 
way  in  which  tney  were  dispersed  at  last  was 
this:  the  sheriff  attends,  the  president  sits  in 
the  chair,  he  says  I  hold  what  I  am  doing  to 
be  legal,  you  say  it  is  unlawful;  I  will,  tl^re- 
fore,  never  give  you,  out  of  my  own  mouth, 
an  admission  that  I  think  you  may  legally 
disperse  us;  I  think  you  cannot;  I  desire, 
therefore,  that  some  force  may  be  used,  upon 
which  the  sheriff  takes  him  by  the  hand,  and 
leads  him  out  of  the  chair.  Now  that  eK- 
pUins  the  resolution  that  they  would  not  obey 
such  an  act  till  they  were  removed  by  force. 
This  shows  what  sort  of  force  they  expected ; 
they  will  not  admit  that  there  exists  a  right 
in  the  magistrates  of  the  country  to  disperse 
them,  but  the  magistrates  come  to  disperse 
them,  they  do  not  resist  by  violence,  they 
onlv  wish  to  bring  it  to  that  issue  that  you 
ahall  take  upon  yourselves  the  legality  of  the 
act,  and  if  you  do  disperse  us,  you  shall  dis- 

perse us  by  that  which  we  call  force.  But  I 
care  not  what  construction  you  put  upon  the 
act;  put  what  construction  you  will  upon  it, 
it  is  not  high  treason ;  and  in  support  of  that 
•Siertion.  I  will  refer  the  Court  to  a  case,  the 
•uthority  of  which  has  never  been  disputed, 
the  law  laid  down  by  lord  chief  justice  Holt 
on  the  trial  of  sir  John  Freind;  he  states 
there,  in  precise  terms,  what  sort  of  war  that 
is,  a  conspiring  to  levy  which  is  high  treason, 
and  what  sort  of  insurrection  that  is,  a  con- 

spiring to  raise  which  is  high  treason. 
It  was  insisted  by  sir  John  Freind  that  a 

mere  conspiracy  to  levy  war,  did  not  prove 
the  compassing  of  the  king's  death,  and, 
therefore,  was  not  treason.  Lord  chief  justice 
Holt  says,  "  The  statute  has  been  read,  but, 
says  sir  John  Freind,  there  is  no  war  ac- 

tually levied,  only  a  bare  conspiring  or  design 
to  levy  war,  which  does  not  come  within  the 
idea  of  rebellion;  but  if  the  consuiracy  be 
either  to  kill  the  king,  or  depose  nim,  and 
there  is  a  consultation  or  conspiracy  to  levy 
war  for  that  purpose,  it  is  hijgh  treason." 
Speaking  aAerwarus  of  insurrections,  he  says. 
— *<  If  persons  do  assemble  themselves,  and 
act  with  force  in  opposition  to  some  law  which 
they  think  inconvenient,  hoping  thereby  to 
get  it  repealed,  this  is  levyme  of  war  and 
treason,  but  the  purposing  ana  designing  to 

do  it,  is  not  so.'''  Then  suppose  a  law  ac- tually to  exist  which  a  man,  or  any  body  of 
men,  think  inconvenient  to  themselves,  if 
they  lake  up  arms,  if  they  raise  an  insurrec- 

tion for  the  purpose  of  opposing  that  exbting 
law,  that  is  high  treason,  that  is  levying  war 
against  the  king ;  but  if  they  merely  propose 
to  do  so ;  if  they  merely  consult  how  they 
may  raise  an  insurrection  to  oppose  an  exist- 

ing law,  that,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  this 
ca!>c,  which  never  has  U;cn  shaken,  und  which 

is  adopted  bj^  Mr.  Justice  Foster,  in  his  book, 
that  is  not  high  treason.  Going  on^  he  says, 
"  When  men  endeavoiu:  in  great  minbers, 
with  force,  to  make  some  reformatkm  of  their 
own  heads,  to  make  a  reformation  in  the  go- 

vernment, of  their  own  heads,  without  piir- 
suing  the  methods  of  law;  that  is  a  levying 
war  and  treason,  if  they  actual l)r  do  it;  but, 

the  proposing  and  designing;  it  is  not  so.''* Then  compare  that  with  this  resolution  in 
Scotland,  does  it  come  to  any  thing  more  than 
a  purpose  and  design,  that,  if  a^  certain  law 
should  be  passed,  wey  would  resist  it. 

Now  I  would  suppose,  for  argument'^  sake, (though  I  do  not  aifmit  it  in  point  of  fact), 
that  they  meant  to  resist  it  by  force,  even  if 
they  did  mean  to  resist  it  by  force,  the  consult- 

ing^ how  they  should  raise  an  insurrectioa  to 
resist  it  by  force,  if  it  was  an  existing  law, 
would  not  be  high  treason,  much  less  to  con- 

sult how  they  may  resist  a  law  which  has  not 
yet  passed;  so  that,  reasoning  it  fortiori  from 
this  case  of  sir  John  Freind,  giving  the  fullest 
effect  to  thb  proceeding  in  Scotland,  it  is  im- 

possible to  implicate  those  that  come  to  that 
resolution  in  tne  crime  of  high  treason ;  they 
were  prosecuted  only  for  a  misdemeanor ;  but 
the  Object  is,  to  implicate  persons  who  only 
sent  delegates  to  this  society  in  high  treason 
(not  that  I  agreethat  Mr. Tooke  did  so)  though 
the  delegates  themselves  were  prosecuted  omy 
for  raisncmeanors,  and  that  upon  the  best  of 
all  grounds,  because,  in  point  of  law,  the  aot 
they  did  was  not  an  act  of  high  treason,  inas- 

much as  the  utmost  that  they  did  was  a  con- 
sulting how  a  law  which  might  be  passed 

should  be  resisted,  whereas,  the  consulting 
how  to  raise  an  insurrection  to  oppose  an 
existing  law,  upon  the  authority  of  this  case, 
which  has  not  been  disputed,  is  not  high 
treason. 

Gentlemen,  the  same  observations  arise 
upon  another  act  which  is  imputed  to  Mr. 
Tooke,  the  adopting  certain  resolutions  which 
were  passed  upon  the  judgment  against  Ger- 
rald.  These  resolutions,  reflecting  upon  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  Scotland,  however 
improper  you  may  think  them,  however  im- 

proper they  may  appear  to  the  bench  that 
preside  in  this  case,  these  resolutions  were 
not  acts  of  high  treason,  and,  therefore,  they 
do  not  apply  to  this  case;  but  there  is  another 
strong  reason  why  they  do  not  apply  to  him, 
he  was  not  present  at  the  time  that  they  were 
passed.  It  is  in  evidence  to  you  that  Gerrald 
was  present;  thatMr.Tooke,  atthe  beginning 
of  the  meeting,  was  in  the  chair;  that  he  leu 
the  chair  while  these  resolutions  were  going 
on;  and  that  Gerrald  himself,  the  man  wiw 
was  about  to  suffer  under  that  judi;ment,^ 
stung,  I  should  say,  with  tlic  apprehension  of 
that  judgment,  because  judgments  had  been 
passed  with  great  severity  a<^ainst  other  dele- 

gates, which  be  was  complaining  of,  waiting 

*  See  sir  John  Frcind's  c:ise,  anU,  Vol.  13, 

pp.  61,  62. 
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:it:.!  ,L^ii-.-J.  tu  Llios^e  resolutions,  but  Mr. 
1 L  -k^  lij.ll  left  liie  chair,  as  appears  from  the 
books  wliich  Ihcy  produce,  ihough  it  docs 
iMtappcidr  in  the  report  of  the  secret  com- 
niiltee. 

Auolher  crime  imputed  to  Mr.  Tooke  is, 

th«t  be  ha/«  Approved  of  Mr.  Paine's  works^ 
ATidt  I  believe,  Mr.  Barlow's.  Ifc  has  so; 
bill,  i&  ]&  man  answerable  for  every  passage  in 
a  bo<>k  to  which  he  gives  his  approbation  I 
Doe*  not  it  appear  to  you«  that  this  is  a  fair 
way  of  convtruinz  such  an  act  of  approba^ 
tioo  f  Set  what  the  general  principles  of  the 
man  are,  who  approver ;  *>ee  what  bis  great 
object  ill  life  in ;  see  what  his  object  is  at  the 

time  1 1  *  proves,  and^  if  you  find  in  the 
book.  pies  tending  toward.^  that  ob- 

ject, wijjcii  i>  his  professed  one,  which  is 
provvd  to  be  bb  real  one,  those  are  the  parts 
of  the  book  to  which  his  approbation  must 
tf^pty,  and  ool  to  the  others.  Now  let  us  see 
io  point  of  fact,  bow  that  comes  out  in  other 
piuta  of  this  case. 
They  called  a  witness  from  Sheffield; 
T  rk,  you  know,  had  been  approved 

i<i\6'.  they  questioned  the  witness 
aa  la  lii&  approbation  of  Paine ;  what  was  the 
aoswer  ht  gave  ?  It  was  this  ;  we  were  upon 

th«  ditke  of  llichmond's  plan^  and  we  ap- 
pro^ ts  much  of  Paine's  book  as  fell  in 

vtth  Uiat  plan  :  and  they  used  Paine's  book 
is  a  means  of  pronvoling  the  plan  which  they 

'  cajfying  the  duke  of  Richmond's  pro- execution,  but,  it  would  be  an  abo- 

bTc  \]\h\'i  to  6x  men  with  all  the  princi- 
u  Paine's  book,  as  applicable 
•jnt  of  this  country,  because 

Uitfjf  approved  of  the  book,  when  they  wef'e 
pumiine  a  certain  object,  to  \he  prosecution 
of  whicn  object,  other  parts  of  the  book 
euntnbiJle. 

lemen,  you  have  a  farther  explanation 
from  a  witness  called  by  Mr.  Tooke 

r,  1  gentleman  at  the  bar,  Mr*  May ;  he 
tdUyou,  he  has  known  Mr.  Tooke  several 
yeafft;  that  he  ha^  been  in  hi^s  company  in 
hour*  of  conviviality,  and  in  serious  hours ; 
when  he  had  drank  much  wine,  and  when  he 

had  been  perfectly  sober— he  says  he  had  a 
ourioisily  to  know  what  Mr.  Tooke's  real  sen- 
tinienia  upon  government  were ;  ttiat  he  liini- 
•elf  had  no  communication  with  any  of  these 
'  '  ''^  ;  li.  IlUs  you  he  found  Mr,  Tooke 

'  1  M  hed  to  the  king,  and  to  the 
ArisiocrAcy,  lo  ihe  nobility  of  the  country ; 
lie  always  expressed  himself  strongly  in 
tivtif  fevour;  he  conversed  with  him  upon 
tH«  »iihj<ct  of  llii^  book  of  Mr.  Paine's 
inrlMr  likftkf  reprobated  Mr.  Paine's  doc* 

cl  to  Monarchy,  as  applica- 
^  ujr ;  he  always  said  tliat  tliis 
cvustn-  was  not  ht  for  a  republic  ;  conblantly 
held  thai  convrrs?.iit>n ;  nut  be  constantly 
•Ml,  1  w^s  a  parliamentary  re- 
isiaiy  ...    ., ...  .,.,.  .i^h^ uughi  to  be  puj&ucd 

in  thfs  country,  by  all  good  citizens,  becat 
It  was  his  juagnjcnt,  that  it  would  tend 
confirm,  instead  of  overturning  the  constitu-^ 

tiou ;  he  approved,  therefore,  of  those  part^J 
of  Paine's  wwk  which  had  that  tenderly  jj 
but  it  is  evident  he  disapproved  of  those  ai^^ 
applicable  to  the  English  gnvemmeni,  which 
tended  to  the  destruction  of  monarchy. 
Now,  out  of  all  this  together,  out  of  this 

monstrous  fjirrago  of  papers,  this  nddrcM  u» 

the   French  Convention,  the  subscriptions,^ 
the  Scotch  Convention,  the  business  ol  Gcr- 

rald,  the  approbation  cf  Paine  and  Barlow, 
upon  which  the  same  observations  arise  ;  out 
of  all  these  together,  they  say  I  hey  have  col- 

lected, that  Mr.  Tooke  has  conspired  wiib^ 
others  lo  overturn  the  government,  and  dc».^ 
pose   the    king,    holding  out  parliamentary j 
reform  as  a  mere  nrclext  to  cover  that  under'* 

plot  of  his;  that  he  conspired  to  depose  th« 
king,  and  to  overturn  the  governmenlt  and 
to  do  it  by  force;  for  it  must  be  by  force; 

and  it  is  stated  by  the  solicitor-general,  in  his- 
opening,  that  what  he  charged  Mr.  Tooke. 
with,  is  a  conspiring  to  depose  the  king,  andh( 
bring  about  tnat  deposition  by  force  to  be 
usciTby  himself,  or  by  others  tliat  were  lo  be 
employed  by  him. 

Gentlemen,  what  force  have  you  any  evi- 
dence of  in  this  case?  Will  you  collect  from 

this  parcel  of  papers,  from  tiicse  addresses,^ 
from  these  circumstances  upon  which,  I  con- 

fess, I  have  been  only  able  to  make  general 
observations  to  you  ;  will  you  collect  from 
them  that  there  was  any  project  of  force  on 
foot  ?  That  Mr.  Tooke  had  it  in  his  contem- 

f)lation  to  take  up  arms,  or  put  arms  into  the 
iauds  of  any  other  persons,  when  there  i^^ 
not  a  tittle  of  evidence  upon  the  subject  f  I 

The  charge  against  him  cannot  be  proved^  1 
without  proving  an  existing  or  preparca  force  ; 
there  is  no  evidence  of  tliis.    Will  you  col- 

lect this?  Will  you  infer  this?  Will  you  be- 
lieve that  which  is  not  produced  in  evidcncCj, 

to  you,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  convicting 
a  man  ?  I  agree  with  what  has  been  staled  by 
the  attorney-general,  and  laid  down  by  his 

lordship,  on' the  lii5t  trial ;  that  it  is  not  nc-.- ccssary  that  the  force  should  be  adequate  to 
the  end ;  that  it  should  be  certainly  su/Bcicnt 

to  produce  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  dU 
reefed ;  but  I  do  insist,  that,  in  order  to  make) 

you  believe  that  it  was  the  object  of  the  pri« 
ncr  to  brine  about  a  certain  purpose  by  force,^ 
there  should  be  some   reasonable  evidence 

given  you,  cither  that  something  like  force 
existed,  which  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  use, 

or,  that  there  wa**  something  like  preparatioi 
of  force  to  be  used  hereafter.    Now,  is  there] 
uny  thing  ol  that  sort  in  this  case,  and  caa^ 
you  make  any   thing  of  the   case  without 
force  ? 

Gentlemen,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  which 
have  been  tried,  it  generally  happens,  that 
there  has  been  some  pretender  t*>  the  crown, 
viho  wa*  ready  with  uit»  :irtiiv,  to  which  thftj 
Arties  could  iiiucii  lh>Hu.Wiwa&;  m  all  iht 
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cases  stated  fioni  the  State  Trials,  there  w»s  a 
preteoder  tu  the  ctowD,  their  did  exist  plots  in 
the  country^  there  were  peoole  to  whom  those 
who&voured  the  pretenderni  claim  might  im- 

mediately attach  themselves;  if  there  was 
not  a  force  on  foot  in  this  country,  there  was 
a  force  in  a  neighbouring  countiy,  in  France 
in  which  the  pretender  resided,  r«M^  to  co- 
opmle  with  any  here,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  his  pretensions  to  the  crown;  it  was 
credible,  in  that  case,  that  men  who  entered 
into  considts  a^nst  the  government,  had 
such  views  as  might  be  imputed  to  them,  be- 

cause there  was  a  force  to  which  th^  might 
attach  themselves;  but  what  is  there  of  that 
sort  here }  Is  there  any  force  in  this  country  P 
Are  there  any  arms  in  the  hands  of  any  men 
in  this  count^,  to  whom  these  people,  if  th^ 
rose,  could  possibly  attach  themselves  ?  If 
there  was  not,  what  preparation .  for  force  is 
there  by  which  they  might  effect  their  own 
purposes  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  but 
twelve  pike-staffs,  spoken  to  by  the  witness, 
Widdison,  from  Sheffield,  which  were  made 
for  the  self-preservation  of  those  who  thought 
themselves  endangered  hy  attacks  made  upon 
them  there.  So  much  for  the  force,  which, 
if  you  do  not  believe  to  exist  in  this  case,  it 
is  impossible  you  can  convict  the  prisoner, 
because,  it  is  the  essential  part  of  the  charge ; 
as  little  have  they  made  out  any  conspiracy 
to  bring  about  that  end,  which  is  imputed  to 
htm. 

It  is  charged  against  Mr.  Tooke,  that  he 
conspired  with  some  who  are  named  in  the 
indictment,  unci  with  others  who  are  not 
named,  to  depose  tiic  king;  who  are  those 
persons  with  whom  he  conspired?  One  of 
them  was  Mr.  Hardy ;  he  is  withdrawn  from 
the  conspiracy,  the  verdict  of  a  jury  has 
found  Mr.  Hardy,  who  stands  first  upon 
this  indictment,  the  great  leader  of  the  con- 

spiracy, the  secretary  of  the  most  obnoxious 
society — that  man,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  the  ̂ eneralissmo  of  those  troops — the 
manager  of  all  this,  whose  hand  was  in  every 
thing-*Mr.  Hardy  has  been  acquitted  by  a 
jury  of  his  country. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Tooke  is,  that  he 
conspired  with  Mr.  Hardy,  and  others,  to 
overturn  the  ffovernment  of  this  country, 
and  to  depose  the  king.  Hardy  is  placed  in 
the  front  of  the  battle ;  and  if  they  had  placed 
him  first  in  the  indictment  by  mistake,  it  was 
not  necessary  that  they  should  try  him  first ; 
for  it  is  at  the  option  of  the  attorney-general 
to  try  first  whom  he  pleases.  Hardy  is 
brought  forth  the  first  man  to  be  tried ;  did 
they  not  wish  to  get  a  convictiou  in  the  first 
case?  Was  it  not,  think  ye,  the  great  object 
of  those  who  conduct  these  prosecutions  to 
set  out  with  one  upon  which  they  could  get 
a  verdict  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  a  gr^at 
thing  for  them  to  have  laid  before  the  public 

'^  to  have  laid  before  another  jury,  the 
tent  of  his  convictiou,  if  Hardy  had  been 
;ted? — Has  it   not   been  determined, 

in  this  case,  that  the  jadgnmt  of  the  «c« 
quittal  of  Hardy  is  enaencef  Can  it  be  said 
that  if  he  had  been  convicted  the  judgment 
of  hu  conviction  would  not  have  been  evi- 

dence against  Mr.  Tooke?  Had  they  notr 
therefore,  every  motive,  every  iDducement, 
to  bring  forward  first  their  strongest  case ;  the 
case  on  which  they  most  relied;  the  man  on 
whom  they  could  fix  every  thing ;  the  man 
whom  they  supposed  to  be  conuwted  in  the 
inmost  councils  of  all  those  other  imputed 
conspirators  ?— Do  not  you  believe  that  ia 
the  judgment  of  those  who  conduct  this  pro- 

,  secution,  Mr.  Hardy's  was  the  strongest  case? ■  That  he  was  the  pnnce  of  conspirators?  That 
:  he  was,  as  they  believed,  the  leader  uf  all  the 
-  others — the  person  who  set  all  this  supposed 
;  mischief  on  foot  P  Would  not  it  have  been 

'  dinned  in  your^ears,  if  Hardy  had  been  con- victed, that  one  step  of  this  indictment  was 
proved ;  that  the  charge  ag»inst  Mr.  Tooke  is, 
that  he  conspired  with  Mr.  Hardy,  and  Mr. 
Bonney,  ana  Mr.  Joyce,  and  a  great  maajy 

[  others ;  that  in  getting  one  conviction  they 
,  had  proved  that  there  was  a  conspira^  on 
foot  in  the  country ;  that  Mr.  Hardy,  the 

I  secretary  of  one  of  these  societies,  was  at  the 
head  of  the  conspiracv;  that  he  was  the  man 
with  whom  Mr.  Tooke  had  connected  ham- 
self?  Should  we  not  have  heard  from  eveiy 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  taUe^if  they 
could  be  permitted  to  speak,  that  their  neat 
business  was  done ;  that  thoe  was  no  cmubt 
of  the  existence  of  the  conspiracy ;  that  here 
was  a  jury  of  twelve  honest  men  of  the  coun- 

try, to  whose  care  the  life  of  the  prisoner  had 
been  committeil,  and  they,  like  iionest  men, 
feeling  for  the  prisoner,  but  feeling  also  for 
their  country,  had  felt  themselves  bound, 
upon  the  evidence  produced,  to  say,  upon 
their  oath^  that  Mr.  Hardy,  the  conspirator 
with  Mr.  Tooke  upon  this  case,  was  guilty  of 
high  treason ;  that  therefore  the  conspiracy 
itself  existed  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was 
charged ;  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and 
conviction  of  Hardy,  showed  this;  and  that 
the  only  step  now  remaining,  was  to  show 
that  Mr.  Tooke  was  concerned  in  that  con- 
spiracy. 

Gentlemen,  I  borrow  all  these  argwnents, 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Tooke,  from  the  acquittal 
of  Mr.  Hardy.  I  say  that  Mr.  Hardy,  stated 
to  be  a  joint  conspirator  with  Mr.  Tooke,  im- 

plicated in  the  whole  of  the  business,  has 
t>een  tried  bv  a  jury  of  his  country ;  that  jury 
ill  conducted  themselves  in  that  cause^  if  they 
were  not  moved  by  the  address  of  the  veiy 
eloquent  and  learned  gentleman  fthe  attor- 

ney general]  who  now  is  leaving  the  Court. 
if  they  were  not  moved  by  his  address  to  feel 
a  strong  sense  of  the  duty  which  they  owed 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  prisoner. 
They  did  feel  it.  They  felt  likewise  that  it 
was  their  duty  not  to  find  a  fellow  sul^t 
guilty  of  high  treason,  unless  the  proof 
against  him  was.  in  the  language  of  the  Itv, 
plain,  direct,  ana  manifest.    Upon  the  pcoo4 
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n^f  Mr.  Hardy,   they  were  of 
•  wa*  not  a  conspimlnr  witlj .  .1  ̂ ..    1.1  -.^^^  cvist  ii  con* 

lid  Mr.  lliifdy, 

lined,  to  ovcr- 
joae  the  kin"; 

^  Jr.  Hardy-     The 
which  has  aksolved  Mr. 

!;c  which  by  ag^iiost  hini, 
from  that  parl^  at  least, 

-hi  against  hrm,  which 
Uixt  ill;  cuobpired  with  Mr,  Hardy  to 

rrlurn   Ihr  eoverument.     Mr<  Flardy,  the 

li  *  '    ve  brought  forward  in  ihe 
I  :s  an  innocenl  man  ;  and 
*«f^  i  nu>i,  vuii  \Mii  find  the  gentleman,  who 
How  statu! s  at  \k\t  bar,  to  be. 

Tt,  I    ̂ .,.,A\i'■,^^*.t^  ifj  proof  cf  ihi? con^piracv , 
i  is  stated  to  liave  pirtici- 
j  ,    Hardy  is  not  ihc   only 

rson  witti  whom  he  is  stated  to  have  parti* 
pnted  :    Mr.  Sharpe  is  another  j    he  is  not 

unknown  traitors^,  bvit  he  is  staled, 
ictmeni,  to  te  one  of  those  persons 

It!)   vvhuni  Mr.  Tooke,  »nd  the  others,  con- 
irtd  to  overturn  the  govcrnmenl,  and  de- 
V  I  will  nut  repeat  to  yon  all 
t  ^  that  I  made  upon  the  situa- 
Ijuii   Hi   >vijtLii   Mr.  Sharpe  stood;    certainly 

cry  thing  that  passed,  he  knew,  and  cer- 
f,  f  i\  »..,nr>  ot  the  others  coidd  be  trailers  if 
I  e  was  not;    and  yet  Mr.   Sharpe 
r  he  prosecutor,  and  cross-examined 
1  I  I'S  to  you  in  terms,  that  parliament 
t  iti  was  the  mere,    the  sole  object 
hitli  Mr.  Tooke,  and  the   res^t  had  ;   that 
ere  V as  no  idea,  in  any  of  them,  of  tSoing 
at  which  is  hnputed  to  them  in  this  in* 
tment^  of  overturning  the  governmcnl  by 

fwcc :    Ihal  llicy  never  had  any  pr^/ject  pf 
force;     that  no  suspicion  ever  entered   his 
iQiod  that  any  man  of  tlie  sociiiy  had  any  no. 
ttoo  of  employing  force;  that  the  real  objtct 
VI  .-  »v  I  .1  .t.**!^  refurni,  and  no  other.  Su 
I  ihe  force,  so  it  stands  upon 
1  ,  ,  and  this  is  a  cfiarge  against 
Mr.  looKe,  that  he  co»spired,  with  others,  to 
o%ef  turn  this  government  by  force. 

I   thmk   the    prosecutor's  witnesses  liave 
tived    the    rirce;     I   think   tlie   prose- 
f's   witnesses  huve    uecjalivcd    the  con- 
:y ;     I    think    ihi«i    nise    rrquired    no 

ftwer  from  Mr.  Tooke;  fclnil  wasinyjudg- 
fit,  iind  1  told   him  so :    1  btiicve  it  wan 

'Tient  of    my  Icinned   friend ; 
vet  charge  »s  brou^lu  against 

,K  rriivpiTcd,  by  lorce,  to  do 
it  is  proved  by  the 

^it  forward  to  prove 
him,  tliai  no  force  ex- 
of  force  existed;    where 
>y  Ihosc  witnesses,  that 
'  rTvK  tu?:rt!trr,  h:id  not 

■■'     '      '    "        I   they ".im- r(  furm, 

i  ihuik 
Dt.. 

sly  a  p 

\L.  XXV. 

die  prosecutor**  case  is  so  answeral  and  ne.* 
galived  by  his  own  witnesses,  that  it  calls  for 
no  answer  from  the  prisoner;  thai  was,  and 
that  is  my  judgment  upon  the  case;  yet 
still,  for  the  satisfaction  ot  the  world,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court,  for  the  satisliictioa 

of  you,  who  «;it  on  the  jur)',  ar»d  for  the  sa- 
tis iWtiun  of  those  who  hear  this  rausc.  and 

for  the  future  support  of  the  character  of 
Ihe  gentleman  who  stands  at  tl>e  bar,  ho 
look  upon  himself  the  proof  of  the  affirma- 

tive, he  boldly  stepped  forward  and  said ;   • 
The  charge  against  me  is,  that  parhamen- 

lary  reform  was  a  mere  pretext ;  that  when  I 
said  \  meant  a  reform  rn  parliament,  I  did 
not  mean  it,  that  t  meant  somewhat  else  : 
they  have  raked  into  all  the  passages  of  my 
life,  iticy  have  endeavoured  to  pruvc  by  a 
hundred  difierent  acts,  with  many  of  which  I 
am  not  aifecled,  that  my  real  objecl  was  not 
a  parliamentary  reform ;  they  have  not 
proved  that  which  they  undertook  to  prove; 
and  which  they  must  prove  before  you  car* 

convict  me,  that  I  conspired  with  others  to 
dep<^»se  the  king ;  they  nave  put  their  case, 
that  either  I  did  that,  or  I  meant  parUamen- 
luly  reform  ;  and,  by  putting  it  m  that  way, 
Ihcy  hav*  given  me  an  opportunity,  which  I 
am  glad  they  have  given  nie,  of  showing,  by 
evidence,  what  I  did  mean.  I  wilt  let  you 
into  the  whole  of  my  character;  [  will  let 
you  into  the  whole  course  of  my  life  ;  I  will 
call  those  who  have  seen  me  in  public  and  in 
privalc ;  I  will  show  you  what  I  have  done 
at  public  meetings,  where  there  were  many 
who  coulfl  prove  how  I  acted ;  I  will  show 

you  what  I  have  saif4,  and  done,  before  Ihocc 
who  wete  in  my  ct>nfidcnce,  and  who,  if  I 
had  any  sinister  designs,  must  have  discovered 

them;  1  will  lay  my'whole  life  before  you,  as (iir  hack  as  the  memory  of  man  can  go;  and 

in  order  u*  sliow  that  reform  was  my  real  ob- 
ject, and  that  it  was  not  a  mere  pretext,  I 

will  show  you  that  ray  language,  roy  writ- 
in^i5,  uiy  acts,  and  conduct,  da  all  manifestly 
testily,  that  my  opinion  has  constantly  been 
that  the  representation  in  the  House  of  Com- 

mons should  be  reformed  ;  1  have  had  that, 

and  that  only  object,  in  view;  (an<l  Mr.' 

Tooke  is  proved  to  you,  by  many  witnesses,- 
to  be  a  man,  firm,  steady,  and  inttesible  in  his 
of>inioas)  I  will  prove  to  yon,  he  says,  as  far 
back  AS  memory  can  go,  ab  far  back  as  any 
of  my  acqu.iintance,  that  itrc  living,  can 
ipeak,  that  these  have  conslanlly  been  n>y 
opinion^i,  and  that  I  have  uniformly  acted 
upon  them.  With  rc5.pcci  tu  de^i^ns  that  I 

nuy  be  supposc<l  to  cnlertam  ii'».un.^t  the 
king  and  the  nobility  of  Hie  country,  and 
which  1  shudder  at  ihe  mention  of,  I  will 
show  you  from  that  same  conduct,  public  and 
privulif,  Irum  those  same  coufiilcntial  friends, 
that  the  king  has  never  been  mcnlwucd  by 
mo,  e.xccpl  with  regard,  with  csttieui,  iind 
wilii  rcvcptiicc ;  ihitt  I  have  always  i^poketi 
of  tht:  nobility  of  lh«^  Loumry,  a*  4  body  ef 
men  who  ou^ht  to  Ic  >uj;poflcd  i    llwi  niy 

%  X 
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complaints  have  always  been  directed  against 
that  which  they  now  are  directed  against, 
namely,  \vhat  2  conceived  to  be  a  corrupt  and 
imperfect  representation  of  the  people  m  the 
Commons  House  of  Parliament ;  that  the  re- 

formation of  that  corruption,  the  remedy  of 
that  evil,  is  the  object  I  have  constantly  pur- 

sued, and  that  I  have  pursued  no  other. 
I  will  bring  you  tnen  down  to  the  later 

acts  of  my  litie ;  I  will  then  bring  you  ac- 
quainted with  me  for  the  last  three  or  four 

years,  the  time  when  I  am  supposed  to  be 
plotting  this  conspiracy ;  I  will  show,  that  by 
all  the  public  acts  that  I  have  participated  in 
during  that  time,  by  many  private  conversa- 

tions, by  many  confidential  communications 
to  friends,  that  so  late  as  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  at  which  time  I  have  been  sup- 

posed "to  be  plotting  this  horrid  conspiracy, my  langua^  has  been  the  same,  uniformly, 
to  all  who  knew  me ;  that  my  object  was  par- 

liamentary reform,  a  reform  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  no  where  else. 

Gentlemen,  for  this  purpose  Mr.  Tookc  did 
call  witnesses.— The  first,  you  will  recollect 
was  a  gentleman  of  great  honour,  msyor  Cart- 
wright  :  he  told  you  that  he  had  known  Mr. 
Tooke  intimately  for  the  space  of  sixteen 
years ;  now  that  is  a  reasonably  long  period 
to  make  one's  self  acquainted  with  the  real 
dispositions  and  objects  of  a  roan ;  he  tells 
you  he  never  met  with  a  man  in  his  life  who 
was  more  steady,  more  firm,  and  more  in- 

dexible in  the  opinions  that  he  once  enter- 
tained ;  and  the  major  had  ̂ cat  reason  to 

2>av  so,  fur  he  differed  with  him  in  opinion  ; 
and  it  was  more  likely  to  strike  him  than  a 
man  who  had  not  that  circumstance  to  lead 
hii:i  to  the  observation. 

[  should  have  stated  that  the  first  circum- 
stance which  the  major  speaks  to,  is  the  ge- 

neral object  of  the  Constitutional  Society; 
he  was  one  of  the  fathers,  one  of  the  insti- 
tutors  of  it;  he  had  known  it  from  its  insti- 

tution ;  and  he  states  to  you,  in  express 
terms,  that  the  only  object  of  the  society, 
during  all  the  time  he  knew  it,  was  a  reform 
(1  mean  always  by  reform,  a  reform  in  the 
ilousc  of  Commons) ;  for  that  purpose  it  was 
instiliitcd,  and  all  its  measures  iiad  been  di- 

rected to  that  object,  till  the  time  when  he 
went  into  tlic  country,  and  therefore  attended 
5t  no  more  in  tijc  year  179'J.  He  is  asked 
what  Mr.  Tookc's  opinions,  with  resjiect,  to 
the  king,  and  the  nobility  iirc ;  he  itJls  you 
in  terms,  and  his  declanition  is  drawn  from 

thu  result  ol"  an  ir.iijiite  nuniber  of  conversa- tions with  Mr.  Tookc,  and  a  conhdciitial 
knowledge  of  iiini  fur  sixteen  years,  he  lelU 
you  that  he  consliiutly  held  that  a  reforma- 

tion in  the  House  of  C'ommons  was  the  only 
thing  wiUJlcd  to  m;ikc  our  constitution  poi- 
fcct;  that  he  always  expressed  himself  with 
the  grcalot  (lcp!:rcc  of  c.-^tccm  and  reverence 
for  the  kin^' ;  he  .ilways  expressed  himself 
atliirhcd  to  ll\c  in  l>ility  of  the  country,  and 
directed  his  com|'laint  against  nothing  bat 
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the  House  of  Commons;  he  differed  from 
major  Cartwright  upon  the  mode  of  this  re- 

form, but  still  his  object  was  only  reform; 
major  Cartwright  was  of  opinion  that  uoi- 
versal  suflrage  was  the  best  substitution  that 
could  be  made  for  the  present  representatioD 
iu  the  House  of  Commons;  Mr.  Tooke  disa- 

greed with  him;  he  told  him  so;  he  de- 
bated the  point  with  him  more  than  once; 

major  Cartwright  relied  upon  Locke;  Mr. 
Tooke  told  him  he  thought  he  mistook  the 
sense  of  Locke,  or,  I  believe,  not  that  he 
mistook  the  sense  of  Locke^  but  that  he 
thought  the  principle  laid  down  by  Locke, 
upon  which  major  Cartwright  founded  his 
opinion,  was  a  false  principle ;  that  though 
he  had  great  respect  for  so  great  a  man  as 
liocke;  a  man  to  the  admiration  of -whom 
Mr.  Tooke*s  understanding  must  often  have 
led  him,  yet  he  did  not  think  Locke  bad 

but  short  of  universal  suffirage ;  we  will  travel 
together  as  well  as  we  can ;  and  he  compared 
their  situation  to  that  of  two  men  in  a  Wind- 

sor stage-coach,  one  of  whom  wanted  to  go 
to  Windsor,  and  the  other  to  stop  at  Hoyn- 
slow ;  Mr.  Tooke  thought  a  certain  reform  in 
parliament  a  good  thing,  but  he  would  go  no 
farther  on  tlmt  road  than  Uounslow,  he 
would  slop  there:  major  Cart^vright,  who 
was  for  universal  suffraire,  would  go  on  to 
Windsor.  Surely  there  Is  nothins  criminal 
in  this  political  journey  to  Hounsiow  in  the 
same  staE^c-coach,  with  a  man  who  is  going 
on  to  Windsor ;  ̂ imilar  journics  have  oecn 
performed  by  many  whose  conduct,  I  am 
sure,  has  not  been  rcnrubated  on  that  ac- 

count. You  recollect  ttuit  at  many  of  these 
meeting  (I  refer  to  the  nicctinjjs  of  Mr.  Pitt. 
when  he  was  a  friend  to  parliamentary  re- 

form), he  had  those  with  him  who  were  for 
universal  suffrage,  and  yet  he  thought  no 
harm  in  adhering  to  t!icm,  or  rather  calhng 
them  under  his  T^anner,  for  the  purpose  of 

J  priKhicing  the  reform  which  he  wished,  and 
I  which  iMr.  Tooke  wished  for,  not  meaning  to 
^o  on  with  th(>tn  to  Windsor,  but  nieanmg 
that  they  should  help  him  on  to  Hounslow; 
tiiat,  therefore,  whiih  was  not  criminal  in 
one  man  cannot  bo  criminal  in  another;  and 
I  do  not  think   it  can  he  imputed  to  Mr. 

•  **  He''  (Home  Tookc)  "  was  also  a  great 
"  admin  r  of  Locke.     Of  tliis  illustrious  En^- 
'*  lishman,  he  was  accustomed  to  obser\e  n\ 
"  the  lani;uagc  of  lien  .Tonson,  while  speak- 

I  "  ingof  Shakc>pearo,  /  reverence  him  on  this 
I  "  sitie  of  Idolatiy.    In  respect  to  his  work  on 
I  "  government,  however,  he  did  not  seem  to 
«  think  that  he  went  so  far  as  might  have 
"  been  expected,  for  he  remarks  thai  Locht 
<<  had  written  enough  to  Justify  the  aMtumpiiam 
**  of  tht  government  by  king  William  mnd  ■«. 
"farther,**     Memoirs  of  John  Hanu  Unkt 
by  AkjsawUr  Stephins^  Miq.  Vol.  %,  p.  tfA. 
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for  fGgh  Treasov, 

,»^«^,  tlwl  this  piirltfil   journey  which   \w 
IDcatit  to  m?ik<*,  with  tnainr  l!iirt\vrii:,lil,  uji  to 
■       III  liun  which  he,  IVfi. 

criminal,  although 
rnmu  to  go  a  little 
t  tntroducLug  uni- 

.e»,  this  is  the  account  that  ma- 
lt: _  .  o'J^  Irora  an  acquiiniance  of  six- 

tieii  years  gives  of  Mr.  Tooke--that  he  was  at* 

tachetl  to  thfr  l^'mg  and  lo  the  iiobihly,  and 
t'  '  .i^ct  was  a  reform  in  parlia- 
n  ;  I  le  case  pretended  lo  be  proved 
agj>iii&t  iuia  la  this  cause  15,  that  he  wishes  to 
ovcrlum  the  constitution ;  that  he  mshes  to 

the  king ;  and  that  a  reform  iu  parlia- 
a  mere  pretext. 
cmcn,  when  did  this  pretext  be^in? 
vc  gone  through  sixteen  years  of  his 
vA.-.  .  (  lAfiwrignt,  and  during  all  this 

uniformly  holding  the  same 
the  king  is  to  be  supported — 
ire  to  be  supported  ;  and  thai 

1 1  the  king-^for  th<^  support  of 
liiv,  m  his  judgment,  it  is  better  that 
ouid  be  a  refbrnt  in  the  House  of  Com- 

hccaiise  he  thinks  that  by  that  reform 
ouBc  of  Commons,  the  whole  consU- 
rill  be  more  perfect  thaui  it  is  at 

present. 
^  "emen,  I  con>e  now  to  some  of  the 

Is  of  Mr-  Tooke ;  vho,  if  he  has  been 
i.>  ..oM,,Tc»  \\^Q  crown,  has  acled,  T 

I  -irl  thai  any  conspirator 
_  I  did  aet.  1  will,  as  far 

■+^  '  le,  loyhi*  whole  life*  public  and 
\y  iore  yi^ur  view;  1  will  ihow  him 
Aom%  public  acts  in  thn  year  1780,  in  the 
ytars  1782,  1705,  1788,  U*»0,  1  think  in  the 
r«ar  1793,  which  «how  mo».t  decidedly  that 
bin  real  object  was  a  pariisimentary  reform  in 
that  hi  the  legislature  which  we  call 
the  H  inmons. 

The  III  -I  iMMuic  act  I  ̂hall  show  is  in  the 
yemr   1780.     You  will  find  it  proved,  by  refer- 
nijg  to  the  notes  you  may  have  taken,  or  to 
yotir  memory  of  the  evidence,  that  »o  long 
t.pct  'AS   ih*'   v^fur  I7{i0  associations  were  hclo^ 
L!  of  delegates,  I  think,  for  the 
}  "  g  about  a  p arl  ian I cnur v  re- 

Iht  re  were  delegates  from  ditfer- 
nd  rf>unlics  in  this  kingdom.     Mr, 

I  I,  that  at  lhcfi«  meetings  Mr. 
thitt  at  the&e  meetingt  his 

object  His  not  to  raise  confusion  in  the  go- 
veronieni— not    to    slir  up  an  insurrccUon 

fv      —  •   T^e  c^istine  powers— not  to  overturn 
ti  ueut  and  lo  depow  the  king,  as  is 

him  by  Ihia  mdiclraent,  but  his 
1  reform  in  ibe  Hou^e  of  Com- 
i.>mrtl   Tvifh  i!ifr<p  fathers  who."^: 

dogates  met 
li  ihem  :  and 

f  id  he,  at  all  these 
t  to  be  a  reform  in 

parliament    So  far 
•e|tttber- gentloman^  who»e  opi- 
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nions  are  so  steady  and  inflexible  that  noihinjg 
can  turn  them^  did,  for  sinl^en  ye»r%  of  hit 

hfe,  by  the  t.  f  major "C  r, entertain  ihcr.  :   that  lit  r 

178i>,  by  manv  ihiuhl  ;i<  is  he  comriii 
self  upcn  them,  he  showed  lo  the  (  t 
his  object  was  merely  u  reform  m  i.-v  -  ...- 
nions  House  of  parliament ;  so  much  for  the 
year  1780.  In  the  year  J 781  there  were  no 
public  acts  in  which  Mr.  Tooke  participated* 
The  year  1789  was  the  time  when  Mr.  Pill, 

brought  forward  his  project  for  a  reform  in- 
the  Hou«te  of  Commons ;  and  yoti  wdl  frnd 
from  Mr.  Pitt's  f  —from  the  v 
of  the  duke  of  I  -from  ibr  / 
of  Mr.  Sheridftii,  ;ina  many  oi 
Tooke  attended  constantly  at  l  ; 
that  he  constantly  supported,  mn  wm  j^iuitr^ 
of  universal  suffrage  with  the  duke  of  iiicl 
mond,  who  was  present  at  several  of  Ihes^^ 
meetings,— at  whose  house  one  of  them   t.i 
thuik  was  heldj — but  that  he  wished  for  50fne< 
Ihing  short  of  that ;  that  he  constantly  zt*^\ 
lached  himself  lo  Mr.  Pitt,  and  followed  hii 

through  his  political  life  up  to  a  certain  poirif 
he  wished  for  that  reform  which  Mr  Piti 
wished  for,  and  a«fti%tei]  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  iilmo! 
of  his  power  in  obtaining  that  reform : 
much  for  the  public  conduct  of  Mr.  Tooke  ail 
far  as  arises  out  of  bis  conduct  at  ihe  gener? 
meetings  in  the  year  1702.   In  that  same  yearjj 
aflet  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  in  the  Home  of  CofyjJ 
mons  for  a  reform  had  been  thrown  out — thatj 
motion  lo  w  hich  Mr.  Tooke  so  ardently  ̂ niihetjjj 
success,    and   the    ill  bucce>ss  of   which   \\4\ 
so  nnich  regretted — Mr.  Tooke  addresses 
letter  fo  a  learned  gentleman,  wliose  loss  ii 
the  profession,  and  in  that  Hou&e  of  parlia- 

ment of  which  he  was  an  ornament,  we  shall 

always  regret— he  wrote  a  letter  lo  the  late 
Mr.  Dunning  upon  this    subject,  a  private ! 
letter    at    first,    but   afterwards    published* 

Let  us  see  now  when  lliis  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
was  thrown  out — when  the  majority  of  th« 
House  of  Commons  declared  Ihemselvet  of  *| 
different   opinion ;   let  us  see  whether  MriJ 
Tooke  appej\rf  lo  have  aitcd  like  a  roan  witH 
whom  a  parhiimcntary  reform  was  a  mere  pfo*j 
text,  or  whether  it  was  really  the  object  of  ht« 
mind.    I  shall  not  go  thrt.ugh  all  the  purls  ofj 
the  loiter,  it  has  been  rc.id  before;  but  in  an*J 
swer  lo  some  ftf  those  objections  which  has 
been  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons  lo  thif^ 

plan,  be  says,  '*  1  trust  that  there  are  ver^^J 
lew  person^*  in  ihis  country  who  desire  go  imi] 
proper  and  impraciicahte  a  mcMure  as  uni-j 
versftl  suffrage  ;  but  if  there  were  many,  the, 
wisdom   of  parliament  wuuld  correct   thcif 
plan,  and  tike  cofrecied  would  be  well  pleased^ 

at  the  correction." 
Now,  gentlemen,  that  circumstance  con- 

firms the  evidence  which  all  the  other  wit^l( 
rKJije*  have  cuen   in   i5ii.  cuise,   that  Mr. 
Tooke  ia  a  ijle,  and  per* 
vrrin:::;  tn  -:^  ts  rcit  a  v,"\»\ 

--.c»  wcr«  q-. 
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when  the  inscription  on  their  coats  was  king 
and  constitution,  what  were  the  resolutions 
that  were  passed,  what  the  nature  of  them, 
and  who  the  person  who  proposed  them  ? 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Tooke  stood  forward  on 
that  occasion,  and  proposed  the  resolutions, 
be  the^  what  they  will,  that  were  passed  at 
that  time.  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  lay  the  resolutions  themselves  before 
you,  because  I  think  they  breathe  such  a  spirit 
of  loyalty  as  must  expel  from  all  minds  all 
possible  suspicion  that  such  a  man  could  en« 
tertain  designs  aeainst  the  sovereign;  that 
-was  the  time  at  which,  if  he  had  entertained 
any  such  designs,  they  would  have  appeared ; 
that  was  the  period  at  which  his  afiection  or 
disaffection  was  likelv  to  be  called  forth,  and 
jet  he  is  the  man  who  attends  this  meeting, 
who  associates  himself  with  such  men  as  you 
have  heard  proved  did  attend  it,  who  brings 
forward  resolutions  at  that  meeting,  testifying 
the  loyalty  not  only  of  himself,  but  offering 
a  sort  of  test  to  the  rest,  who  were  present,  of 
their  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  their  attachment 
to  the  constitution.  Afler  this,  I  think,  I 
need  say  no  more  of  the  year  1788,  when  Mr. 
Tooke  not  only  was  a  loyal  man,  but  distin* 
guishcd  himself  from  those  who  were  thought 
to  be  otherwise,  by  his  public  attachment  to 
the  person  of  tlic  king,  declared  in  resolu- 

tions read,  and  oftered  by  himself,  at  a  public 
meeting. 
The  next  nublic  act  of  Mr.  Tooke's  life— 

and  I  state  all  that  are  in  evidence,  I  wish 
there  were  more,  because  I  am  sure  if  there 
were  more,  all  would  contribute  to  the  same 
end — is  in  the  year  1790,  when  a  meeting  was 
called  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary 
of  the  French  Revolution :  and  you  will  re- 

collect that,  at  that  time,  the  French  Revohi> 
tion  was  in  its  infancy.  Mr.  Sheridan  was 
the  person  who  called  that  meeting,  and  he 
told  vou,  in  his  evidence,  that  a  resolution 
liad  been  agreed  on  before-hand,  between  him 
and  some  of  his  friends,  and  the  words  of  the 
resolution  I  will  read  to  vou— <*  That  this 
meeting  docs  most  cordially  rejoice  in  1hc 
cstablisiiment  and  confirmation  of  liberty  in 
France;  and  that  it  beholds,  with  peculiar 
satisfaction,  the  sentiments  of  amity  and  sood 
will  wliich  appear  to  pervade  the  people  of 
that  country  towards  this  kingdom,  especially 
at  a  time  when  it  is  tlie  manifest  interest  of 
both  states  that  nothing  should  interrupt  that 
harmony  which  at  present  subsists  between 
them,  and  which  is  so  essentially  necessary 
to  the  freedom  and  happiness  not  only  of  the 
French  nation,  but  of  all  mankind/' 
Now,  gentlemen,  while  we  have  so  much 

of  the  French  affairit  in  this  business,  let  us 
see  what  part  Mr.  Tooke  takes  upon  this  oc- 

casion; he  approved  of  this  resolution;  he 
thought  it  a  proper  one;  he  rejoiced  In  the 
French  ilcvolutiun,  as  far  as  it  affected  the 
country  to  which  that  revolution  applied,  but 
did  r.ot  wish  tiiat  any  part  of  it  should  be  ap- 

plied to  this  country ;  he  did  d61  wish  to  dis- 

seminate an  opinron  in  this  country  that  any 
revolution  was  wanting  here ;  he,  therefore, 
after  a  speech  in  which  he  stated,  as  is  proved 
by  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  the  vessel  of  the  French 
government  was  so  decayed  and  bulged,  that 
It  was  incapable  of  repair;  that  a  revohitkm 
therefore  was  necessary  in  that  country,  but 
the  vessel  of  our  government  was  riding 
proudly  over  the  sea ;  that  her  main  timbers 
were  ail  sound ;  that  she  possessed  a  vigour 
in  her  constitution  which  was  unimpured ; 
she  might  want  some  correction,  but  the  con- 

stitution itself  was  soiind  (I  pretend  not  to 
repeat  the  words,  but  that  was  the  substance 

of  Mr.  Tooke's  s|>eech)  he  proposed  an  amend- 
ment to  the  motion,  but  the  amendment  was 

thrown  out,  because  the  motion  had  been 
agreed  on  before ;  and  then  Mr.  Tooke  pro- 

posed an  original  motion,  which  I  will  read  to 

you. 

'<  That  this  meeting  feel  equal  satisfoction 
that  the  subjects  of  England,  by  the  virtuous 
exertions  of  their  ancestors,  have  not  so  ar- 

duous a  task  to  perform  as  the  French  have 
had,  but  have  only  to  maintain  and  to  im- 

prove the  constitution  their  ancestors  trans- 
mitted to  them.''  This  is  in  the  year  1790, 

and  yet  it  is  imputed  to  Mr.  Tooke  that  he  is 
a  plotter  to  overturn  that  government;  to 
depose  that  king,  of  whom  he  speaks  in  the 
terma  which  have  been  stated  to  you ;  to  in- 

troduce French  principles  of  anarchy  into  this 
country,  when  at  a  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  the  French  Revolution,  lest  it 
should  be  misunderstood  by  ill  judging  people 
that  such  was  the  design  of  the  meeting,  he 
states  in  terms  that  tlie  constitution  is  what 
he  always  has  said  it  was,  what  fails  in  with 
the  constant  and  uniform  tenor  of  his  con- 

duct and  conversation,  that  the  constitution 
of  this  country  is  hrm  and  unimpaired;  that 
it  is  matter  of  satisfaction  for  the  subjects  of 
this  country  that  the  people  of  England,  by 
the  virtuous  exertions  of  their  ancebturs,  have 
not  so  arduous  a  task  to  perform  as  the  French 
have  had,  but  have  only  to  maintain  and  to 
improve  the  constitution  which  their  an- 

cestors transmitted  to  them;  that  constitu- 
tion, in  the  admiration  of  which  almost  all 

the  public  acts  and  declarations  of  Mr.  Tooke 
consist. 

The  last  act — 1  know  not  whether  1o  call  it 
an  act,  it  is  not  so  properly  called  a  public 
act — the  last  act  of  Mr.  Tooke's  life,  as  con- 

nected with  other  persons,  that  is  given  in 
evidence,  was  in  the  year  1793 ;  I  mean  his 
conversation  with  Mr.  Francis.  You  wiH  re- 

collect that  this  is  at  the  time  when  Mr. 

Tooke  was  supposed  to  be  plotting  and  con- 
spiring against  tne  government.  Mr.  Francis 

had  brought  into  parliament  a  bill  for  a  Re- 
form in  the  House  of  Commons ;  knowing 

the  learning  of  Mr.  Tooke,  knowing  how  weS 
acquainted  be  was  with  subjects  of  this 
sort,  he  conununicated  his  plan  to  him,  and 
desired  such  return  of  communication  as  Mr. 

Tooke  ifitght  be  able  to  fimish.    What  ww 
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/tiT  High  TrMia£ 

:t  ̂f  Mi.  T<x>ke  upon  tliat  oocmsion  ̂  

Doe^  be  *ity  ilia  h  nut  going  tar  enough  ? 
D  disapprove  of  this?    Does  he  there 
!  1  that  project  of  universal  suffrage, 
^^  '  ueilionably,  if  Mr.  Tooke  had 
1:  iry  to  hii  nvind  which  is  im- 
p  II  111  this  iadiclment,  wouM  have 
c^  much  nearer  to  the  accomphsh- 
lu^...  *.  ..  SntiiiiTisr^  for  a  moment,  ihat  Mr. 

Tooke's  plan  v  lIIv  lo  overturn  the  go-.  ' 
veniittfTil,  but  Uit  iie  did  nol  wish  to  Imld 
out  this  to  the  public,  and  therefore  he  would 

frofrs-  hinvself  lo  be  a  favourer  of  measures 
t:  c  go  ihat  length,  would  not  he^  in 
i;.  live  gone  the  length  of  universal 

uigcf  Would  not  that  have  brought  him 
great  deal  nearer  to  what  he  is  pretended  to 

pursued?  And  yet  no  such  thing;  even 
dftsill  to  the  year  1793,  Mr.  Francis  proposing 
to  him  the  plan  of  a  moderate  reform,  he 
tells  you  thai,  in  conversation  with  Mr.Tooke^ 

i.rr^^pd  10  that  Reform. 

cn,  I  could  have  given  you  evi- 

.  public  declaration  of  Mr.  Tooke*?, 
50  Ut*:  as  the  3nd  of  May,  1794;  and,  still 
lower  down,  a  public  declaration,  a  declaration 
proved  in  a  former  trial:  however,  that  wit> 
atM  i$  n(»t  called  for  the  crown,  and  therefore 
we,  of  course,  do  not  call  a  man  who,  on  that 
trial,  appeared  lo  be  a  spy  of  the  government* 

B  '  N  [n«q,  though  I  do  not  call  a  wit- 
r  rtjves  that  specific  fact,  yet  I  have 
c^.,,u  M*  >mu  numberless  witnesses  who  were 

inLimately  acquainted  and  connected    with 

^KJr  T.^mIp,  who  had  been  in  bis  confidence, 
^■f!  iik  to  Ins  opinions  during  the  last 
^Rl:  ̂   ,  uf  his  life,  up  even  to  the  lime  of 
f  hiB  apprehension  ;  these  are  Mr.  Simmonds, 
I  Mr,  Mairwel),  Mr.  liarwood,  all  of  whom  are 

intimately  connected  with  him;  all  of  whom 

I  know,  as  they  believe,  his  most  secrQ4 
tboughLD  (and  Mr.  Tookn  i«)  not  a  man  to 

i  conceal  his  secret  thoughts  from  those  with 

^■f|^«om  he  cntnruunicates) ;  they  all  tell  you, 
I^Hbat  from  ail  the  conversations  that  they  have 
^■ever  bar]  wit':  v  Mid  they  have  had  num- 

faerlv&s  coi  with  him  upon  those 
subiecf *  ii  ,1  object  has  alivays  been 
»  par!  refurm,  a  parliamentary  re- 

form i<^  tain  poiiU  only;  tlial  he  has 
always  stopped  short  of  universal  suffrage ; 
that  with  respect  to  bvertuming  the  govern-  1 
mcnt,  with  respect  to  deposing  the  kin^,  so 

lar  is  he  from  entertaining  any  project  of'  that 
*ort,  that  he  has  alway*>  expressed  himself, 
loth  in  public  and  in  private,  as  far  as  Ins 
conduct  has  fallen  under  their  notice,  and  all 
his  conditct  has  fallen  under  it,  with  the 
?'"'*^  *  J  .-..  .    *■  -^  .^^^1  reverence;  that 
'  n  and  resprrt  for 
t  L.    •"  fr^bed  an 

in  the 

:  ..      ,   crvation 
oi  It,  and  has  always 

npl    to  in' riJiliii.-i;  :•  \]it^- 

A,  D.  I'm. 
betn  the  general  conduct  of  Mr.  Jookc;  tSSl 
these  have  been  his  general  upmions-  thai, 
tim  has  not,  as  ii  is  slated  by  the  geotii 
on  the  other  side,  been  a  mere  pretext, 
be  evident  lo  you  from  the  testimony  whic 
I  have  sUted. 

Br*    — .1  -  .  r,    tiicre  is  also  anoltier  wil 
ne^^  ailed  to  the  general 
den.^    .:         ^-1,  and  to  his  general  ch*« 

racier;  a  gentleman,  of  whose  learning  aikd^ 
whose  integrity  it  is   unnecessary  for  me 
say  any  thing,  because  they  are  much  aboi 
my  praise,  and  can  receive  no  addition  froni^ 
it;  I  mean  the  bi&hop  of  Gloucester.     Uk 
lordship  tells  you  that  he  has  known   Mi 
Tooke  intimalely  for  forty  yejirs;  tliat  tl 
accpjaintancc  commenced  at  college,  whei 
they  were  fellow  students,  that  not  only  the 
acquamlance,  but  their  intimacy  has  conti 
nued  since;  he  is  questioned  particularly  ai 
boldly,  and  in  the  voice  of  an  innocent 
by  Mr.  Tooke,  as  to  what  he  know\  or  irhmi 

he  has  reason  to  thmk,  of  Mr.  Tooke's  polb 
tical  opinions ;  he  says  he  never  knew  Mi 
Tooke  vary  in  his  political  opinions  at  ant 
time;  he  has  kiKiwn  him  intimalciy,  you  wil 
observe,  and  he  never  coUectcd  from  any 
of  his  life,  from  any  declaration  of  his  in  tb< 
conl&dence  of  friendship,  thxt  he  was  hoBtil 
to  any  pohtjcal  or  roiigtous  establishment  ii 
this  country;  he  says  that  hia  habits  of  iif 
were  those  of  a  studious  man,  that  he  wj 

engaged  mostly  in  books ;  that  he,  the  t»Jabo| 

had  frequently  assisted  him  with  rare  " which  Mr.  Tooke  had  occasion  for  in  th« 

socution  of  a  literary  work ;  that  he  was 
concerned  in  grammatical  researches; 
then  beintr  asked,  whether,  from  the  whole 
course  of  Lis  life,  from  the  intimacy  thatsul 
sisted   between  them  during  the  last  fort] 
years,  he  had  any  reason  to  think  that  Mrw 
Tooke  ever  cnteriaiited  a  thought  of  con 
spiring  against  the  king,  or  the  govcrnmenl 

he  says,  "  No — certainly  not.*' 
Gentlemen,  you  will  recollect  that  in  goin( 

through  the  prisoner's  case,  1  umlertook  onlj 
to  show  to  you,  and  it  was  all  that  it  couldj 

lie  upon  me  to  !»how,  that  what  it  is  admitti  ' has  always  been  held  out  by  him  as  his  ol 
ject — a   Parliamentary  lieform— was  not 
mere  pretext;  have  I  not  shown  you  thi 
most  Rati'sfactorily ;  have  I  not  carried  you' 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  ai»  far 
back  as  1  could  go?    Beginning  forty  vcar* 
hack  with  the  bishop  of  Viloucestcr,  I  brinj 
him  down  to  major  C;irlwright,  wiio  koci 
him  sin  teen  years  back.    Then  we  come 
the  year  1780;  1  communicate  lo  you  ever 
public  act  in  which  he  has  ever  partaken  : 
call  to  yuu  his  private  friends,  who  have  al 
been  in  a  stale  of  intimacv  with  him.    I  Icliv« 
no  period  of  his  life  unaccounted  for;  I  askej^^ 
rr^riii  iil;irly  for  Ihe^c  last  three  ycsi^,  tor 

or  six  wjtncsHtvs  who  h;ivc  kno*! 
-  ll^if  litur,  rtud  thty  all  concur  ii 

IS  had  one  |i};tin,uuifwrmi 
niu  in  fHilumtutuy  tji 
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certain  pitch.    Not  onl^  that  lie  never  went 
the  length  of  a  conspiracy  to  overturn  the 
eovernment,  or  to  depose  tne  king,  but  so  in- 

flexible was  he,  that  he  never  would  lend 
himself  to  those  who  wished  to  go  farther 
than  himself;  he  never  could  be  carried  over 
to  the  opinions  of  those,  who,  wisiiinz  with 
him  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  wished  to 

cany  it  farther  than  he  did,  up  to  Universal 
Sufiraee.     Then  how  can  it  be  contended 
that  this  person,  of  whose  life  I  have  eiven 
you  this  history,  who  has  constantlv  made  the 
same  evil  the  subject  ofhis  complaint,  who  | 
has  always  stated  the  remed)r  for  that  evil  to  be  j 
a  moderate  parliamentary  reform  in  the  House  j 

of  Commons — with  what  face  can  it  be  alleged  ' 
.that  all  this  is  mere  pretext  P   My  evidence  = 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  case,  | 
it  is  only  to  show  that  this  profession  of  his 
b  not  mere  pretext;  if  this  was  not  mere  pre- 

text, then  it  was  his  real  object,  and  if  it  was  ' 
his  real  object,  he  was  pursuing  a  lawful  ob-  j 
ject,  for  as  to  the  pretence  of  pursuing  this  , 
object  bjr  force,  it  is  ridiculous  to  state;  there  | 
is  no  evidence  in  the  cause  by  which  you  < 
could  persuade   the  weakest  creature  upon 
earth  to  come  to  that  conclusion. 

It  is  made  a  question  whether  Mr.  Tooke 
has  on  one  hand  conspired,  or  entertained  a 
design  to  overturn  the  government,  or  whe- 

ther, on  the  other  hand,  his  object  was,  as  he 
has  always  professed,  a  Reform  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  and  what  is  there  to  show  that 
this  is  a  pretext ;  what  is  there  to  show  that  j 
this  is  not  his  real  object?  Why  there  is  a 

multitude  of  papers,  addr{>sscs,  and  resolu- 
tions produced,  containing;  improper  expres- 

sions— I  may  admit  libellous  expressions — 
expressions  for  which  I  will  admit  those  con- 

cerned in  them  may  be  punished ;  but  they 
do  not  amount  to  high  treason,  nothing  like 
it;  and  from  this  inexplicable  mass  and  con- 
fusion  of  papers,  you  are  dasired  to  presume 

against  the  constant  course  uf  a  man's  life, 
against  the  evidence  I  have  given,  not  only  of  j 
his  public,  but  private  declarations  and  acts,  i 
all  tending  to  the  favourite  idea  of  his  mind, 
Parliamentary  Reform,  that  this  was  mere 
pretext,  and  the  destruction  of  the  king  his  ! 
real  object.  Human  credulity  cannot  go  this 
length.  ( 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  to  bring  you  back.    I  ! 
went  into  this  case  at  the  recjucbt  of  the  pri-  ] 
soner,  for  the  sake  of  clearing  his  general  i 
character  lo  the  world,  tiiat  there  might  re-  \ 
main  no  slur  upon  it;   but  I  beg  you  to  re-  . 
member  that  I  insist,  and  ins>iit  confidently, 
that  the  case  made  by  the  prosecutor  did  not  ■ 
call  fcr  an  answer:  that  they  themselves  dis-  | 
prove  the  charge ;  that  their  charge  is  that  ! 

i\lr.  'J'ookc,  and  those  others  of  the  Constitu- 
tional .Society,  and  those  men  of  the  several 

societies  had  conspired  to  overturn  the  go- 
vernment, and  depose  the  kin^ ;  and  in  goine 

into  a  proof  of  the  overt-acts  of  the  coiispi- 

i.M  y,  they  prove  tir^t  acts  iudifl'crciit  in  tiicm- 
-.clvt-j,  and  upon  which,  without  further  proof, 

this  construction  could  not  be  put ;  knowing 
this,  they  endeavour,  by  other  evidence,  to 
give  them  the  colour  of  a  criminal  com- 

plexion, and  shape  them  to  the  charges  in  the 
mdictment;  therefore  they  call  witnesses 
who  must  know  whether  that  conspiracy 
existed,  or  not,  who  were  acquainte<l  with  the 
actors  in  it,  if  it  did  exist;  they  present  to 
you  these  men  upon  their  oaths,  they  under- 

take by  these  men  to*  prove  their  case ;  for 
tliat  purpose  they  call  to  you*  Adams  and 
Sharpe,  partakers  in  all  these  measures,  such 
as  they  were;  they  call  to  you  the  persons 
from  Sheffield  also  stated  to  be  conspirators 
with  the  prisoner  Mr.  Tooke;  all  these  per- 

sons, witnesses  for  the  crown,  disprove  iJie 
allegation;  they  deny  that  it  was  the  inten- 

tion of  any  of  those  societies,  or  any  of  those 
committees,  to  overturn  the  government,  or 
to  use  any  manner  of  force  whatever ;  the 
crown  has  disproved  its  own  case ;  the  wit- 

nesses for  the  crown  have  negatived  the  cri- 
minality of  those  acts  which  they  were 

hrought  forward  to  prove  criminal.  This  they ' 
were  brought  forward  to  prove,and  they  have 
disproved  it.  I  borrow,  therefore,  the  evi- 

dence of  the  crown  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
E roving  what  the  prosecutors  hoped  to  prove 
y  them,  the  criminal  intent.  These  wit- 

nesses, who  must  know  what  was  the  intent, 
who  are  the  only  persons  that  must  know  it, 
you  have  their  account  directly  contradicting 
It.  I  have,  therefore,  a  verdict  for  the  pri- 

soner given  to  me  by  the  evidence  for  the 
crown,  and  it  was  to  satisfy  the  jealousy 
which  the  prisoner  entertains  for  his  charac- 

ter, and  for  that  purpose  only  that  1  called  his 
witnesses. 

Gentlemen,  with  this  proof  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  to  acquit  the  prisoner,  it  appears  to 
me  impossible  that  you  shoidd  convict  him. 

I  have  not  entertained  a  moment's  anxiety  in 
this  case,  because  I  have  found  my  client  per- 

fectly safe ;  he  must  be  safe,  because  you  arc 
honest  men.  I  have  no  scruple  to  say^that 
if,  upon  such  evidence,  the  gcntlem.in  who 
stands  at  the  bar  should  be  convicted  of  hij;h 
treason,  there  is  an  end  of  that  part  of  the 
freedom  of  Englishmen  which  they  derive 
from  the  protection  of  the  statute  of  the  25th 
Edward  3rd,  and  they  are  sent  back  to  all 
that  obscurity;  to  all  that  diliiculty;  to  all 
that  danger  which  existed  before  the  statute, 
which  the  makers  of  that  statute  comulainetl 

of,  but  which  was  remedied  not  only  uy  that 
but  by  the  subsequent  statute  of  the  first  of 
queen  Mary.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  in  my 
own  mind,  that  it  is  impossible,  against  the 
words  of  the  statute  which  1  have  stated  to 

you,  against  the  construction  put  upon  the 
statute  by  the  most  K';arned  men  who  ever 
presided  in  courts  of  ju«)ti(e  in  this  coun- 

try— considering  too  the  evidence  that  has 
been  given,  negativing  all  ."ort  of  criminali^ 
in  the  prisoner,  and  considering  that  that  evi- 

dence chiefly  comes  from  the  witoesies  for- 
thccrown^it  ib  impossible  that  you 
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li  Ah  men  who  fiilur- 

1*'  s   <  "•  >-j'iuioii  upon  lije  &iil>- 
polilirs  ;  I  have  no  wfuple  to  say,  am] 

U   tiMin    tlir    hi>II>.M>     fit     ii,\    ill  '.rl     il,il    I 

have  staUd  in  anoth-*"  -^ — thul  I   ttrn   an   » 

crown,  and  in  ihii 
scnani  lo  the  pubhc^  ii 
monienU  exerting  juy  1 

kf  lhi«i  hiisinc99 

)Crvtint   to  ihc 
1   .111  iiiiCiithtiil r  oii« 

i(i  re- 

lUCntWr  It,   that   thr  (JistnhuUon  ol  Uu*  jus- 
tice, ^n«_'h   a*  tliitt  wfnllcniun   irt  rnlitlcd   to, 

w  ol  the  land,  is  one  of  the 

vhirh«  in  iht*  chanu-lcr  oi 

:iii.  I  li,  i  Jjave  to  di-   ' 
•  ol  the  Jury,  vi  .v  me 

funned  «*t  In-  i   ex- 

rcpl<d  ;  Unit  >      ,  u  to  a 
CLTtim  extent  by  the  intrrpu^iitimi  of  the 

iH5!;lit:st  lonnciJ  uf  hi*i  ntujcsly—lhe  parlta* 

ineni — in  tlic  suspension  ot  the  tUUc.-)<i  Cor- 
pus act — thr»t,  in  conMnpifMirr  nf  thr«-r'  mca- 

-  ,        i-  .   ,  ■  ^        ,,I 

Will 

II  ol  it<*  laws, 

I  uponthi«ievi<i' 
'  J\*/  re-.—  M  r .  1  oo  kc 

di  nn  you,  ll>;«l  if  von 

'try  youi!K:lf»  yt.H  \> 
fA>  do  It;   that  !i 

1  lhi4t  yun  (unnul  fii:  jur- 
V  ob»r.rvalioR«i  after  llic 

^.n    niiuniiig  up. 

I  vt'jy  much  kar  thai  I  have 
loo  much,  and   lou  often  in 

irt,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  trouble  yon 
ic  word* 

Ri:rLy. 

Mr  -a/  [SirJ.j^ri.Sfri/^affer- 
ifd  -or  Kldon.j — Grutlrmen 

>  ;— It  l»a>    |>l»  1-1  «1  ihe  l^rovidence 
such  of  til         1     isations  as  allVct 

^lHl;alon   which    1  am    lu   hold  m  tins 

rorld,  to  call  tipoQ  nic,  at  this  uioment,  lo 
le  a  duly  so  awful  and  so  important, 

'hending  oblij^tioni«  of  such  a  n.ttiue 
I-  lit  it  1  prute!«t  solemnly,  m  the 

and  in  the  prr!*ence  ot 
It  it  t  can  look  only  to   His 

irt,  tu  tunitle  me  tocxocute  it,  ns  1  ought 
ic  pn^onrr,  and  the  rounlry. 
G«  vou  are  now  hroui*ht  near  to 

n(  a  most  ituportant  cuuik*,  a 
r,  ̂^ll|f  U  involves  iii   it  iho  deari»l  iiiU'- 
a(  Your  country,  and  of  the  pri*oncr  ;  a 

fUlcU   invt»lv»>  in    '         '    '   It  is  what 
CftU  upon  yoit  irnj^i  |Mrt  aiend  lo) 

'   ihjit  uj   tin-  iti...iiit  lit,  und  at 

il  an  be  viiUmbic  tu  the  gcntle- 
ir  _    i-t  at  the  bar, 

'<^n,  i  repeat  to  jou again— wlial  I 

md  jury,  where  yet  a  Irnii  uuuht  nut 
J— if  I  tould  hiive  frli^  when  the 
u  lit  the  bar  yesterday  inlioiatcd  a 

I  1  should  bsignily  whcthrr  llu'*  mal- 

id  go  tiirlher,  jji  '<    jui^ 
iially  give   it*  I  •  \i — if 

i  tuuriJ  iuive  llldU^ht  il  ̂«>^l-l■^^l ut  i  luji.r  With 
the  tircuuiblancc*  uf  this  ca^e,  my  duly  to 

tile  public,  or  my  duty  to  n'v  ■  i.imirv    i-.  Ji  tre said,  that  it  should  not, 
fied  the  most  anxious  (         _  .  n, 

lo  have  consented  to  its  i>emg  then  couciudcd* 
Gentlemen,  my  learned  friend  who  has 

ta&t  spoken  has  lold  you,  that  he  [iaa  no  con- 
nexion with  any  political  parlies  in  this 

country  —  and  he  has  gone  the  length  of 
!>latin|T  to  you^  upon  that  ground,  what  is  his 
own  !  'pinion  upon  the  case  hefurcyou. 
No.  en,   I  will  say  this,  in  the  face 

of  my  LtMiniiy  too,  and  1  dify  any  man  living 

to  conlradicl  uw?  m  what  I  am  now  stating — 
thai,  as  I  have  never  Mjugbtao  my  knowledge 
I  mean)  any  situation,  in  whitli  I  bland, 
olherwise  than  by  the  industrious  e&ertion 

ol  oui-h  talents  a^  God  may  have  givcrt  me, 
so  1  here  declare,  that  not  one  4lep  would  1 

take  m  this  prohecution,  rcpugQanl  to  tike 

dictates  of  my  own  judgment,  excrci&ed  ac- 
cordin-;  to  what  my  conscience  prescribes  to 

that  juilgmcnt,  not  fur  all  this  world  has  to 

give  inc.     G«      '  why  should  I  ?— You 
will  alluw  tnc  ^  rail  tiial  has  passed, 
that  1  have  no  «i»  -nr ,  with  respect  to  myself, 
in  tins  cau«)C,  but  that  my  name  should  li;o 

down  to  poHift'A^  »^lfii  .(i-'!i,  I  cannot  but 
remember  tb  luosldtar  to  nic» 

Upon   no  olli^.  }    name   wdl  b( 

transrailttfd  lu  |iM«lcrily— with  Ibcse  |in)e« 2  K 
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ings  it  must  be  trmqinitled.  Tlitt  niiiie, 
||[{eDtlraiCD,  csnnoigo  down  to  tbst  |io8t6tityy 
without  its  being  nnderetood  Jaj  poBleritf 
what  lieve  been  mr  actioiu  in  tfaii  cue. 

Andy  when  I  tm  laid  mmjgpive.  after  the 
interval  of  life,  that  yet  remains  tor  me,  my 
children,  I  hope  and  trnst,  will  be  able  to  aay 
of  their  lather,  tiut  Ite  endeaTonred  to  lea^ 
them  an  inheritance,  br  attempting  to  give 
them  an  eiample  of  puUie  promty  dearer  to 
them  Aan  any  aoguiaition  oriooj  honour Ihat 
this  eountiy  coiifd  have  i^ea  the  living 
iather  to  transmit  to  them. 

Gentlemen,  therefore,  I  anr  fistbsctiy  to 
yoo,  tiiat,  if  I  had  not  known  die  evideaee  in 
this  cause,  when  the  gentleman  at  the  bar, 
vpon  the  cross-examination  of  tfn  witnesses 
on  the  first  night  on  which  thb  cause  was 
heard,  intimated  by  the  tenor  of  that  cross- 
nxaminationy  what  I  rtiall  stale  to  you  prr^ 
sently,  the  cause  might  there  have  temi- 
mtedf.  When  I  use  the  words,  «  If  I  had 
not  known  the  evidence  in  the  cause,"  I  beg, 
once  for  all,  to  state  to  the  gentleman  al  the 
bar,  because  tie  is  sitting  there,  an  English 
-subject,  entitled  to  as  much  consideration 
irwB  me  as  anv  person  who  is  in  this  court,  I 
beg  to  say  to  him,  once  for  all,  that  when  I 
tm  dischar^ng  my  public  du^y,  I  am  not 
taking  upon  me  to  state  what  the-foets  of  the 
case  are:  that  n  to  be  the  conclusion  of  the 

jury-- but  I  ipeak,  endeavouring  to  state  the 
iacts  of  the  case  as  correctly  as  1  can— acttne 
upon  the  best  understandins  that  I  have  of 
them— and  that,  if  I  mistaxe  them,  I  shall 
foel  it  essential  to  the  justice  which  I  wish  to 
do  in  this  case,  that  I  shall  receive  correction 
from  hirn,  his  counsel,  the  Court,  or  any  per- 

son else,  who  will  correct  me.  Gentlemen,  I 
was  observing  upon  the  tenor  of  that  cross- 
examination— it  did  strike  me,  that  the  pri- 

soner aimed  by  it  *at  makine  out  this  sort  of case;  that  he  had  very  little  of  connexion 
with  even  the  Constitutional  .Socictjr;  that 
of  the  proceedings,  which  have  led  him  into 
the  situation,  in  which  he  now  stands,  be  had 
very  little  knowledge— that,  with  respect  to 
tlie  Corresponding  Society,  and  country  so- 

cieties, he  was  still  more  of  a  stranger  to 
them  X  and  the  tbm  of  the  cross-examina- 

tion, upon  the  questions  put  to  Mr.  Adams, 
the  secretary  of  the  society,  I  have  not  the 
sliehtest  doubt,  had  a  very  great  influence, 
both  upon  your  minds,  and  upon  the  minds 
of  the  Court.  The  nature  of  that  examina- 

tion had  a  tendency  not  to  suggest  that  the 
measures  were  right,  which  are  charged  in 
this  indictment,  but  to  make  out,  that  that 
gentleman  had  not  such  a  connexion  with 

-jne  societies,  and  those  measures,  as  to  make 
it  fit  that  the  chai;ge  should  any  longer  be 
considered  as  a  serious  charge  against  him— I 
repeat  agam,  that  if  it  had  been  possible  to 
make  that  out,  I  should  have  been  as  glad  as  I 
any  man  living,  there  to  have  dropt  tSe  pro- 

secution. Surely  1  mav  ventore  to  say,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  io  England  who  ought  to 
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have  reloieed  more  thanltfanuUI,  b«MM^I 
Ihmk  there  it  not  a  man  in  EnglknilNitMiiit 
be  aware,  that  thwe  is  impaerf  ubmi  wm  aii 
important  public  duty,  painliil  Mcma  It 
is  a  public  duty,  and  Mcause  it  is  n 
important  dotf,and  tharefeps  fii 
the  absolute  duty  of  exerdsuig  mv  jwMiaiit 
to  the  ntmost— before  I  jporswalqr  aoi  Ml. 
vidually  take  upon  nmelf  to  sw  whrt  ilufi 
bethe  eoDchnionof  It.  Gentmneny.I'wfll 
tell  yon  fiutber  why  I  could  act  then  «■»> 
elude  this  bosioess.  Beiiig  the  prmcMtei 
in  it,  it  was  ImpossiUe  for  me  act  to  ̂ anm 
tho  ease;  and  in  what  I  have  to  oftr  to  yau^ 
if  there  bis  one  ciicHmstanee  hs  It  wbidi  di^ 
tresses  me  more  thananothar,  it  is  this  and 
here  I  remember,  thai  every  word  tiuii  I  altor 
in  the  course  of  this  busiaess,  is  a  wsad  that 
ought  to  be  uttered  with  cantion^4Nit  sttlw 
same  time  with  that  finnness,  wfaioh  tiia  can- 
cution  of  a  public  duty  demands  fimamefi-^ 
the  greatest  distress,  I  say,  which  I  foal  ia 
this  cause,  is  this,  that  tlie  oase  applying;  tea 
gentleman,  undoubtedly  af  srsal  aecooipUBls^ 
meats.  I  hardly  Icaow  m  wnat  taraas  to  oett- 
vay  vfnat  I  have  to  slate  to  you,  when  I  tevf 
to  sUte  that,  which,  if  I  were  disposed  toasa 
harsh  terms,  I  think  I  ought  to  say,  is  a  case 
of  fraud  against  the  puUie  seourily  aad  laa. 
piness,  concealing  itself  under  meaaurea  cp^ 
culated  for  the  purpose  of  preventiB^  pwrsaipl 
detectkm  of  the  parte  ooaoemed  m  it^  and 
placing  third  persons  between  that  party  aad 
the  danger  which  belongs  to  the  measares. 
It  was  an  honourable  sentiment  of  tho  gen- 

tleman at  the  bar,  he  deserves  credit  for  it ; 
that  he  wished,  io  the  course  of  this  cause, 
that  the  cases  of  ott^r  people  should  he 
somewhat  considered — gentlemen,  unless  I 
mistoke  the  nature  of  this  cause,  them  never 
was  a  person,  more  bound  hif  every  priaeiple 
of  moral  obligation,  to  consider  the  casea  of 
others,  than  the  gentleman  who  now  site  at 
the  bar,  because,  unless  I  misunderstand  the 

case,  and  you  will  consider'  throughout  this 
cause  that  I  am  stating  myself  upon  my  own 
conceptions  of  the  case,  not  presuming  to  aigr 
it  is  so  hi  foct  (for  it  is  your  business  on 
your  conception  of  the  case,  to  decicb  tiiai) 
there  never  was  a  case,  in  which  an  isatim- 
dual  had  placed  so  many  persons,  under  mia- 
conception  of  what  he  really  meant,  if  Im 
meant  what  his  counsel  have  said  for  him  he 
did  mean,  as  the  gentleman  who  now  ails  at 
the  bar — I  have  not  the  least  difictdty  in 
saying,  that,  if  it  shoukl  hereafter  happea, 
that  persons  yet  in  custody,  and  vet  to  he 
tried ;  if  it  should  happen,  tluit  they  have 
gone  to  lengths,  which  you  shaU  think  the 
aentleman  at  the  bar  '4ias  not  soae  to,  aad, 
having  gone  to  those  lengths,  if  the  ssondhr 
of  the  pubUc  should  reqmre  that  they  shaidi 
be  exposed  to  the  severe  animadaeBsma  af 
the  tew,  I  am  persuaded  that  ttw  asind  af  sm 
candid  amn  ean  refose  ite  assent  to  this  aaa* 

positioa;  that  the  cirnmistanffr  cf  tlwir  «■» 
ug  gone  to  those  kiigths  auisl  fHMBia  to 



ImI  hcnir  of  the  UTo  of  the  geutlrman  at 
biwv  •  eirojiDtUiDce  of  considemblG  rc- 

M  viUi  bini« 

GcDtlemcD  of  the  jury>  I  come  now  lo 
iUie  to  you  wlial   I  nave    to  offer   as  the 
grounds     upon    which    il   does   appear    to 
IM  tlttt    It  IB  your  bouudcii  duty  to   ftnd 

is  |0OlJ«iiian  guilty.  —  I   exprei»s   niyM*lf 
<—  It  ftppeara  to  me  that  it  is  vour  duty 

[lu  fuid  hini  guilty;     but    1,  certainly   cn.iy 
lite    aduiinistratioii   of    the    law    of 

im  counliy,  assuredly,  does  not  pretend  to 

~         llencics  of  lho»e  fooh^h  theorie»,  in 
.  the  rights  of  man,  and  governments 
upon  uie  rights  of  maD^    have    their 
Ltion.     The  Jaw  of  Great  Britain^  and 
istitutioo  of  Great  Britain,  look  to  the 
ktnent  of  it,  as  a  government  composed 

men^  and  to  be  administered  by  men  who 
iTe  all  the  infirmities  of  men ;    it  docs  not 

look  at  the  Arsl  magistrate  of  the  country,  for 
[iDftance,  as  exempt  from  |%cm  ;  but  it  clothes 

I urith  councils ;    it  assists  him  in  iiTirious 

11^^  in  order  to  give  him  that  perfection, 
r^rhich,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with   human 
nature,    human   law  can  i^ive   to  a  human 
[^ingf  I  »ay  the  same  with  respect  to  the 

la  of  justice ;  jud^s  may  err— juries  may 
-the  prosecutor  is  more-  likely    to  err; 
what  then  ?  we  are  all  to  exectite,  to  the 

it  of  our  power,  our  respective  duties.     We 
ive  a  great  and  glorious  system  upon  the 
rbolf  ;    and,  in  the  diKliaroe  of  your  duty, 
si  it  be  remembered^  that  whatever  opinion 
may  have  formed  of  the  case,  one  of  its  best 

f  '   ■  i«!,  that  it  is  infinitely  belter  for  the 
I  Tid  the  security  of  the  country,  that, 

:.  vvliich  juries  may  think  donhlhtl,  five 
ind  men  should  be  acquitted;    all  men 
hig,    that  if   they    engage    in    certain 

:hcmes  to  certain  e&tcnls,  they  are  liable  to 
hbe  tried,  and  have  a  verdict  of  guilty  or  not 

[uilty  pafis  upon  them— I  say  it  is  a  thousand 
(mcs  better  for  those  iiherties  and  that  secu- 

[fity,    that   prisoner*  should    escape,    where 
juries  doubtj  through  misconceiving  the  trans- 
:tions,  or  not  duly  applying  the  evidence, 
lao  that  one  man,  about  whose  case  any 
'Ivc  men  have  a  fair  doubt  at  the  conclu- 

^aion  of  ihe  cause,  should  be  found  guilty,  and 
\ic  mi^ry  of  Ending  him  guilty  under  that 

ibt  should  remain  upon  their  ininds. 
Gentlemen,  it  is  tit  that  I  should  also  say 

this  case,  that,  if  the  most  mischievous 
that  ever  exisited  in  Great  Britain  was 

ighl  to  this  bar,  it  is  of  no  consequence, 
le  in  the  world,  in  the  trial  of  the  charge 
It  is  subn>ttted  to  the  consideration  of  tne 

iry:  except  so  far  as  the  tendency  and  tenor 

«      ■  ,  which  constitute  those  mis- 
t<^9  in  his  character,  bear  upon 
li  the  jury  are  to  try.     I  dis- 
,  from  this  case,  in  one  mo- 

i  vui  m  the  last  trial,  ever)'  thit^g 
017  friends  have  said  about  constructive 
ma,  analogou:} treason,  like  treason, accu- 

flMiliiiv^  treasons,  and  libels. 

:a  of  the  jury,  if  you  shotUd  fiod, 
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what  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  think,  yon  c;mnot 
lail  to  find — il  you  should  tind  libclij  in  every 
part  of  this  evidence  laid  before  you,  which 
has  been  published  by  this  gentleman,  yet  I 
have  not  the  least  difficulty  in  saying,  that 
you  are  to  try  a  charge  of  quite  a  ditterf  nt  na- 

ture ;  and  it  does  not  signify  what  the  gen- 
tleman at  the  bar  has  dotie  m  the  distributit/ii 

of  libcU  m  the  country,  provided  it  cafU)ot  be 
made  out  to  you  that  he  ha^  done  th&t  iu  the 

prosecution  of  the  design  which  tins  indicl- 
inent  charges  him  with. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  with  resfcet  to  the 
indictment  itself,  I  have  very  little  to  say  to 
you  upon  the  law  of  the  ca^e,  and  I  tell  yon 
vfhy — gentlemen,  I  will  state  to  you  the  law 
of  treason  very  shortly,  as  I  understand  it; 
we  live  in  an  age  of  innovation,  I  may  be 
wrong  as  I  state  this  law,  for  you  will  aKvavs 
remember,  that  you  arc  neither  to  tiike  tne 
law  nor  the  fact  from  the  protestations  of 
couusct,  in  whatever  situations  they  stand, 
whether  in  siltialions  pulilicul  or  not  poli- 

tical ;  they  arc  to  state  the  law  lo  the  Court, 
and  in  your  heuring,  that  >ou  may  afterwards 
apply  the  facta  of  the  tuse  to  the  law,  and 
determine,  as  you  shall  finally  conceive, 
that  the  law  and  tine  facts  staud  upon  the 

I  whole  of  the  case. Gentlemen,  I  will  not  go  at  length  into 
this  question  of  law,  and  ft»r  this  reason,  he* 
cause,  I  say,  that  if  the  law,  upon  which  this 
indictment  is  founded,  is  not  to  be  taken  at 
this  day  upon  the  ground  of  adjudications  and 

I  judicial  decisions  to  be  clear  Uw,  there  is  not 
I  one  man  in  that  box,  to  whom  I  am  now  ad- 
d re i^Mng  myself,  can  find  any  law  in  England 
u|ion  which  he  can  say  that  his  personal 
safely  is  secured,  that  his  personal  liberty  is 
secured,  or  that  one  shilling  of  property  he 
has  is  secured. 

The  indictment  proceeds  upon  this  ground, 
that  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  king  is  an 

overt-act  of  compassing  the  king's  death  ;  and 
perhaps  il  is  an  an«<wer  to  a  great  deal  that 
you  have  heard  from  lord  Coke,  to  tell  you 
that  I  am  statins  his  very  comment  upon 
those  words,  whicli  Mr  GiBbs  has  read.  A 

conspiracy  to  depose  the  king  is  an  overt-act 
of  high  treason.  Beyond  thit,  I  say,  gen  1 1  e- 
raeu,  that  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  is  high 
treason,  that  is,  a  conspiracy  to  levy  dircci 
war;  such  war,  for  instance,  as  Mr.  Justice 
Foster  mentions.  I  will  read  a  passage  lo  you 
upon  it,  at  the  same  titnetelhng  you  lliat  the 
cou&tructioits  staterl  in  that  pa>«;age  are  con- 

structions which  have  been  permitted  for 
centuries  by  parliament,  which  reserved  to 
itself  the  declaration  of  treasons  not  specified 
in  the  statute,  and  fitly  reserved  that  to  itself: 
for  I  am  no  advocate  for  courts  of  justice  tak- 

ing upon  themselves  lo  sjiy  a  thing  is  treason, 
which  an  act  of  parliament  has  not  said  H 
Irt-ason ;  it  is  the  last  thing  Ihcy  should  be 

trusted  With,  Mr.'  Justice  Vo^'ler,  writing 
and  acting  under  the  view  of  j>arliumcol,  a 

judge,  by  the  way,  not  addicted  to  any  f»thcr 
principles  than  the  principles  of  liberty .,  hc^ 
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following  the  judgments  of  his  predecessors 
for  ages,  states  this— ̂   Every  insurrection, 
which  in  judgment  of  law  is  intended  against 
the  |>erson  ot  the  kins,  be  it  to  dethrone  or 
imprison  him,  or  to  ohlige  him  to  alter  his 
measures  of  government,  at  to  remove  evil 
counscUers  from  about  him ;  these  risings  all 
amount  to  levying  war  within  the  statute, 
whether  attended  with  the  pomp  and  circum- 

stances of  open  war,  or  not;  and  evenr  con- 
spiracy to  \eyy  war  for  these  purposes^  though 

not  treason  within  the  clause  of  levying  war, 
is  yet  an  overt-act  witlun  the  other  clause  of 
compassing  ihe  kin^s  death,  for  these  pur- 

poses cannot  be  eflScted" — ^I  desire  your  at- 
tention to  these  word»-^*<  These  purposes  can- 

not bei. effected  by  numbers  and  open  force, 
without  manifest  danger  to  his  person."* 
And  the  same  learned  judge,  in  another  pas- 

sage, says  also  this— ''The  care  the  law  hath 
taken  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  king,  is 
not  confined  to  actions,  or  attempts  or  the 
more  flagitious  kind,  to  assassination,  or  poi- 

son, orpther  attempts  directly joid  immedi- 
ately aiming  at  his  life,  it  is  extended  to  every 

thing  wilfully,  or  deliberatelv  done,  or  at- 
tempted, whereby  his  life  may  be  endangered ; 

and  therefore'  ihe  entering  into  measures  for 
deposing  or  imprisoning  nim,  or  to  ̂ t  his 
pci^n  into  the  power  of  the  conspirators, 
these  offences  are  jovert-acts  of  treason  within 
this  branch  of  the  statute ;  for  ''—For  what  ? 
''For,''  says  Mr.  Justice  Foster  (and  the 
words  arc  repeated  hy  a  very  great  and  noble 
lord,  in  the  trial  of  the  rebel  lords  in  the  year 
1745,  when  they  urged  that  they  did  not 
mean  to  put  the  king  to  death ;  as  it  had  been 
also  urged  in  Layer^s  case,t  that,  so  far  from 
intending  to  put  the  king  to  death,  they  meant 
to  take  care  of  his  person,  and  that  he  should 
not  be  put  to  fleatn,  and  repeated  in  parlia- 

ment, which  has  reserved  to  itself  judgment 
of  treasons  in  cases  not  specified)  *'  tor  ex- 

perience hath  shown,  that  between  the  pri- 
sons and  the  graves  of  princes,  the  distance 

is  very  sniall,"f 
Gentlemen,  the  experience  of  modern  times, 

I  am  afraid,  has  not  contradicted  what  Mr. 
Justice  Foster  has  stated  here;  and  now  then 
let  mc,  I  beseech  you,  gentlemen,  beg  your 
attention,  and  that  of  the  public,  if  f  durst 
in  this  place  address  the  public,  I  am  not  anxi- 

ous, I  protest  before  Cod,  I  am  not  anxious 
what  the  verdict  in  this  case  is,  alter  I  have 
done  my  duty— but  give  me  leave  to  ask  you, 
as  men  of  conscience,  can  you  hesitate,  for 
one  inunient,  lo  say  that  principles,  such  as 
major  Carlwright  stated  were  represented  lo 
him  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  as  being  iiis, 
have  a  tendency  to  bring  about  those  treasons, 

•  FobterS  ( 'rown  Law,  Disc.  1,  ch.  2,  sect 3,  p.  210.  .dcdit. 
t  See  tlic  rase  of  Chribtopher  Lavcr.  arUK 

Vol.  16,  p.  93.  J    >        > 
X  Foster's  Crown  Law,  Disc.  1,  ch.  1,  s.  3, 

p.  195,  3rd  edit. 

whkh  Mr.  Juatke  Foster  here  ■spetlcs  of  ? 
Why,  gpntlemen,.  what  is  the  BngUih  of 
what  was  so  represented  ?  If  he  mamt  to 
efl^tuate  his  purpose— call  it,  if  you  pkaae^ 
a  purpose  to  procure— a  represeDtatJon.  ia 
parliament,  as  moderate,  if  you  will,  aa  Mr. 
Pitt's  plan  of  a  hundred  burjgesses ;  that  plae, 
which  for  the  purposes  oi  the  teditkio  thai 
this  case  relates  to,  has  been  lepreseoted  to 
all  the  ieporaiit  people,  who  have  been  found 
in  this  kingdom,  aa  the  same  aa  the  duke  of 
Richmond*8,  or,  at  least,  not  distinaiiithaUe 
from  it.;  let  the  purpose  be  calleo,  if  yea 
pleascL  that  of  the  duke  of  Richmond,  or  let 
the  plan  be,  if  you  pleate,  such  as  tiie  nn- 
tleman  at  the  bar  has  stated  to  be  hie  vuuop 
though  there  is  not  one  act  of  his  life,  non 
March,  1799,  that  b  consistent  with  the  foot 
of  its  being  his  plan,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  if 
the  intention. of  the  gentleman  was  to  carry 
his  own  project  by  wilfully  combining  per- 

sons with  him  wl^  had  other  project,  and 
who  would  have^ne  from  Hyde  Pask  to 
Windsor,  though  he  had  the  intention  of 
stopping  at  Uounslow ;  I  say  that,  if  that  was 
his  intention,  he  is  guilty  of  high  treason. 
Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  will  allow  me 
distinctly  to  say,  tliat  there  is  not  a  measure 
of  his  life  (when  I  state  this,  he  will  again 
permit  me  to  beseech  him  to  believe  t&t  I 
mean  the  measures  that  are  now  in  evidence 
since  March  1793),  as  far  as  I  can  recollect 
them,  except  Uie  solitary  instance  of  his  con- 

versation with  Mr.  Francis,  that  has  not  been 
directly  calculated  to  produce  this  effect. 

Gentlemen,  the  dissemination  of  Mr.  Paine's 
books,  uf  which  I  have  something  to  say  pre- 

sently— of  Barlow's  books— of  the  letter  from 
Paine  to  Mr.  Dundas— of  the  letter  from 
Paine  to  France— of  the  address  of  the  Loudon 
Corresponding  Society  of  the  6th  of  August, 
1793,  which  neither  of  my  friends  durst  set 
their  faces  to  look  at — the  proceedings  in 
April,  1794,  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  which,  upon  the  evidence,  I  state  to 
you  as  a  creature  in  the  hand  of  the  gentle- 

man at  liie  bar,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  that  same  month 
(April,  170-1)  to  which  neither  of  them  durst 
set  their  faces,  which  are  not  only  explana- 

tory of,  but  the  most  convincing  and  decisive 
evidence  of  what  was  intended  in  the  Scotch 
Convention  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1793, 
of  what  uas  intended  by  the  meeting  at 

Cl.a'k  Farm  upon  the  14th  of  April,  1794,  of 
what  was  intended  at  the  Globe  Tavern  upon 
the  20lh  ot  January — with  rc««|iect  to  which 
last  two  proceedings  aUo  neither  of  my  friends 
dared  to  veulure  one  word  of  observation  upon 
them  ;  I  say  that  all  these  measures,  one  and 
all  of  them,  whatever  might  be  the  professed 
object  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  are  mea- 

sures calculated  to  induce  an  infinite  number 

of  persons  (and  they  actually  had  that  cflect) 
to  form  themselves  by  afhhalion— by  combi- 

nation—by forming  societies,  separating  %gm 
into   divisions— in    sliort,   by  pu)r6iiifl((  Uiii 



for  Wgh  Treaion, 

I  cm  oi'French  Jacobinisra,  to  endea- 
ic  liboul  in  I  his  ttuiniry  such  a 

>uiuii«.'ti  a»  ims  hiippcnrd   in  I'nince.     I  lio 
iuc»n  the  firnl  if  volulion,  thai  dc*tTOVCil 
jftrViTiJ  r.,i.st|tni|,.i.   in  the  country,  bill 

Hipencd  in  i'rjoce '^tal.lished  in  1791, 

laii  a  king  At  the  head  of  it ;  aih\  which^ 
H'e,  llicse  persons  ibrotold,  when  you 

i)ook  Ht  the  particulars  of  ttte  evidence, 
»t  rcmaiii  witli  akingat  the  head  t^l  it 
rnlly  with  the  principles  that  formed 
itnhic  of  the  declaration  of  thnt  con- 

>-ir  III  iii     p^ijv  t.  i  niin  lit,    inn    Milium 

king  at  the  Itead  uf  it ;  hut  llic  project 
lich  Ihcy  xvere  rng:iged,  those  who  pro- 

jfcied  il  foff-javw,  would  surely  and  cerlajrdy 
(^iil  I  i'lii  Lhisupon  iheovichnceul  ihf il  own 
1  )'j0  tcnniniitc  in  this  country  hs  it 
?  irc — in  the  dc!!-lnir(ion  of  inonar- 

.  universal  suffrage  and  iini- 
iiion  wus  the  fithl  measure  to 

laKcu,  \ti  ihal  was  only  us  a  rneanii  to  thai 
Uic  uHiniate  end — the  depo<iitit/n  uf  the 
ig.  II  it  WHS  to  be  h  mriin's  to  work  the 
»ilioa  of  the  king,  I  Biiy  that  all  tlicy 
■  I  ■•""  tre  ̂ o  nmny  ovcrt-:«r  Ih»  as  wf  U  as 

m  nitcn  I  ion,  to  compass  the  death 
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Jcmcn,  I  choK'  (o  explain  myself  lhu?i 
I  come  tu  the  particidar^  of  tltc  evi< 
J   beg  tbe  favour  of  you^  when   my 

-•iiTti*  up  to  yon,  to  allcnil  to  the  address 
(  invention  Iron)  liie  Ijjndon 

•xiety»  and  to  the  addiess  to 
lliuiial  1  \njventiun  from  the  (Ton^tilu- 
Stjcicty,  of  both   whieh    1    say,   upon 

'  leijce  again,  that  the  gcnllcman   al tb  llie  uwllior,  or  so  far  concerned  in 
HI  or  adoption  of  them,  thai  lie 
!rjhlc  at  this  bar  as  the  aiithor. 

tliese  addresses  ;  and  f  beg  your 
ntion  to  what  I  am  now  staling,  when  my 
comes  to  sum  up  lo  you,  that  that  gen- 

n   perfectly   well   knew,    whatever"  his ejects  were  previous  to  the  year  \Tii\%  that 
vrasuttrriy  impossihlc,  previous  to  Ihatpe- 

IhHt    a  revolution    could   be    bnuight 
^l  ills  country,  wliicli  was    to  depose 

I   tbe  counlry;  he  could  not  tin  n 
ri  111^  n<  art  lo  the  acconiplinhment  of  such  a 

purfKifte  as   ibai,  hrcuu^c  he   knew  that  tlic 
lefttis  were    not  wiilmi  \m  reach,  by  which 

could  accon»ph^h  it.     lie  f-ays  distinctly 
ii*  those,  who  write  that  address,  slate 

ly — **  When  A  republic  had  laken  place 
kcrioiy  at  a  great  and   remote  ibstance 

thii*  country,  tbr  rehilgence  of  that  re- 
in, bke  au  cdiilcenl   morning,    arose 

reasing  vij^our,  but  still  too  distant  to 

jour  hemisphere;'*  that  nothing  was 
1  for — but  wlitn  the  revolution 

in  Fran*  c  uihmi  the  10th  of 

M<];uBi.  1 1  'ji,  he  ihen  says  distinctly  in  thp«'C 
Uiat  the  c3(iimplc  of  America  pro- 

uciMt  the  revolution       '  ,  and  that  be- tween Franceandli  re  was,  what 

he  calls  in  the  pap^r  i  ii.tw  lo  ̂ l:l!•    *        it 
presently,  one  commun  cait&c.     He  i 
distinctly,  that  the  principles  upon  v.  ...^   ^ 
French  revolution  of  the  lOtn  of  August, 
17J>S,  tliiit  day  of  glorious  victory,  a*  he  puti 
it»  are  the  only  principle*  upon  which  a  go- 

vernment can  'stand  ;  and  let  Ihat  geutlemorr 
have  said  what  he  might  before,  you  find  in^ 

November,  1792,  *ha"t  he  had  no  difficulty  in 
then  saying  (I  will  read  tbe  letter  to  you  pre- 
sentlv)  when  his  society  in  London  was  en- 

!        '  Liess  in  nursing  an  infant 
I  —a  society  that  had  held 

un  1  vvjuth  I  mu&t  call  your  atten- 
tion I  — ''That  infant  freedom  was 

rnakii,^  i,L.,  ,Jean  ctlorts."  He  wasnot  no%^ 
talkmg  ol  the  king  during  the  regency — not 

now  talking  al  lord  Hood's  meeting* — notnoir 
talking  in  favour  of  tbe  kmg  in  the  year 
l?i^5,or  I7H5 ;  every  one  of  such  periods  being 
those,  in  wtuch,  in  tl»ese  addres^c^,  he  him- 

self acknowledges  nothing  could  be  done  ia 
this  country ;  but  in  November,  1793,  tliat 
gentleman  lakts  the  letter,  addressed  to 
Sjiijckport,  which  is  given  in  evidence,  and  in 

which  he  tells  you^**  That  infant  frcedoin 
wus  uiakini;  Herculean  efforts;— Ibat  the  vi- 

pers," mark  the  expression  gentlemen  — 
"Ihat  t}ie  vipers  monarchy;"  what  did  he 
mean  by  that* — **  and  arisltcracy,  are  pant- 

ing and  writhing  under  its  grasp;'*  and  ihen^ this  not  being  s^uOicienlly  expressed  tor  him 

by  the  person  v^bo  w^rote  the  letter,  there 
follows  this  passage,  part  of  ilin  that  gentle- 

man's own  hand-wrilmg;  and  shall  he,  after 
that,  say  Ihai  be  meant  nothing  but  a  repre- 

sentation of  the  people,  more  or  less  limited  ?• 
Shall  he,  after  that,  say  that  it  was  his  opi- 

nion that  a  kmg  of  this  country  is  a  good  con- 
sliltient  part  ol  this  constitution  ?  Then  fol- 

lows, I  say,  this  passage^"  May  successj 

peace,  and  happiness  attend  their  effofls.'' Well  1  Inil  it  is  said,  what  has  this  to  do  with 
England  r  \Vliy,l  should  be  glad  lo  know  what 
it  has  lo  do  with  any  thing  else  hut  England. 
This  was  in  the roon til  of  November,  1792.  At- 

tend, gentlemen,  to  the  letter  sent  bom  per- 
s«*ns  at  Shetheld— the  editors  of  the  Patriot! 
Thai  Shetiield,  which  sent  members  lo  the 

I'onstitutiunal  Society—  I  do  not  know  whcs' 
ther  it  sent  members,  but  which  had  associated 
members  in  the  Constitutional  Society  in  Lon* 
dun ;  thai  Shelbeld  wtnch,  at  the  instance  of 

the  society  in  London,  sent  a  dcle^te  to  the 
Scotch  Convention  ;  that  Shefiietd,  In  whicl 
had  been  the  memorable  proceedings  ofl 
Yurke ;  lliat  Sheffield,  which  desirtd  care  and  ] 
attention  from  the  Constitutional  Society  in 
\m\y\on^  to  the  Infant  Society  al  Stockport. 
Now  are  these  places  in  the  kingdom  of  threat 
Britain,  or  in  France?  If  there  is  auy  doubl 
as  lo  these  proceedings,  1  l)eg  of  my  lord  Ibaf  i 
be  will  be  %o  good,  when  Itns  cause  is  summed 
up,  as  to  call  your  particuJir  attention  lo  everjTJ 

passage  in  what  1  am  alluding  to^and  then 
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dfidde  for  younelve^  whethff  this  i$  iidt»  in 
hgiL  a  leoomineichUJoii  frook  Ibe  ̂ UcnaA 
IK  ttM  b»r,  to  treai  moaardqrmthif  couoliy 
as  a  Yip«r,  which  ought  to  writha  under  tbi 
giasp  of  what  is  called  inftnt  freedom. 

GeotleoiCD,  I  positivelj  dttinr^  aod  I  beg 
soy  lord^s  opinion  also  upon  Una  when  fas 
sums  up,  ssyin^at  the  same  time  that  if  anr 
one  overt-act  m  this  indictment  is  proveo, 
tiie  fieatleman  must  be  found  guilty ;  I  posi- 

tively den^r  that  it  is  at  all  necessary  to  vour 
finding  this.genlleman  giuttty  of  this  indict- 

ment, thai  he  sboubl  have  g^ven  his  consent 
at  all  to  the  constiltftin^  that  convention^  to 
the  conititutins  of  which  he  did  give  his 
consent.  If  it  be  neoeaavy  to  prove  thai  he 
did  so»  I  shall  prove  to  demonstration.  But 
I  goagreatdealfittther  than  that— for  I  be- 

ne ve  my  friend  will  not  deny  to-day,  any  mere 
than  he  folt  a  disoosltioa  to  do  so  a  little 

while  ago,  that,  if  such  books  as  Pkine'a 
were  actually  published  in  the  prosecution  of 
a  traitorous  mtention  to  depose,  which  in- 

cludes the  intention  to  kill,  the  publication 
of  such  a  work  would  be  aa  overt-act  of 
high  treason.  Now  I  put  it  to  you,  and  de- 

stte  my  kMd's  opinion  upon  that  aho^  when he  eomes  to  sum  up  to  you,  that  there  are 
many,  many  acts  done  by  the  Constitutiomd 
Society,  and,  among  othiers^  the  articles  of 
their  publications^  which,  as  iurymen,  you 
must  ssy  upon  vour  oaths^  do  amount  to 
overt-acts  or  him  treason,  m  order  to  incite 

his  nuvesty's  suQecU  to  depose  the  kiog. 
^  Gentlemen,  I  say  also^  under  the  correo- 
tion  of  the  wisdom  that  presides  here,  that, 
if  you  should  even  be  of  opinion  that  the 
ffentleman  at  the  bar  did  not  mean  to  depoie 
tne  king,  but  that  on  the  other  hand  he 
meant  to  compel  the  king  by  force  to  take  a 
different  parliament  than  that  which  the  law 
and  constitution  of  En^kmd  has  given  him, 
that  parliament— permit  me  to  calTupon  you 
to  recollect  bis  coronation  oath— that  parlia- 

ment, according  to  the  laws  and  statutes 
made  in  which,  and  the  customs  of  which, 
the  king  is  bound  to  govern,  sworn  to  govern, 
and  therefore  must  govern— that  if  such  was 
the  meaning,  the  cause  is  nude  good.  He 
ouKht  to  lose  his  life,  and  I  trust  would  be 
willing  to  bse  his  life,  rather  than  to  eovern 
contrary  to  that  coronation  oath,  if  they 
meant  to  compel  him  by  their  number,  and 

b^  the'u-  force,  to  take,  without  tlie  assent  of his  parliament,  for  I  desire  I  may  be  under- 
stood to  state  it  to  be  without  the  assent  of 

hii  parliament,  to  take  another  represenUtive 
body,  that  intent,  acted  upon,  would  be  trea- 

son, and  I  apprehend  that  there  are  measures 
enough  in  this  case  to  show  that  tlicre  is 
treason  even  upon  that  ground. 

Mr.  Toolcf. ̂ What!  Is  the  attomey-gene- 
ral  talking  treason?— I  should  be  unhappy  to 
mistake  ̂ ou— did  you  say  the  king  ought 
to  lose  his  Ijfe^  if  he  took  any  other  parlia* 
ment? 

Mr.  AUorn^  Gensra/.— It  is  really  difficult 

to  decider  for  one's  self,  wfasCher  I 
lion  is^  or  is  net,  prepCT. 

Mr.  Taokc^l  ask  pardoo  of  tfie 
,and  I  promise  I  wiD  not  tnismipt 

anin  during  the  wboSn  nf  his  rapl|y«    I 

only  wished  lo  know  whether  ' me  for  high  treason,  the  attomcy-gtBeiri  ii^ 
tentionaly  said  somattnog  for  worse  Ifatti  any 
thing  he  haa  impoted  to  ase.    / 

B(r.  Jltormgr  Gsnerd^I  ab  vesy  nmcli 
obligtd  to  the  gentlessaa— i  siy  thia— that 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  boond  by  hi* 
coronatnn  eatk  la  goveni  snwiidiBg  M  Ihn 
laws  estabtished  in  pashamen^  and  the  coa* 
tomsof  thesame;  thai  he  is  hound  liy  thai 
eoronatiMi  oath  to  resist  dvery  powar,  thai 
seeks  to  compel  him  to  govern  otherwisa  than 
according  to  those  kw^that  it  mnat,  Iber^ 
fore,  bn  understood,  that  the  king  or  OmbI 
Britain  would  resist  such  a  power  as  that— > 
because  he  would  be  acting  only  in  the  ems- 
dse  of  his  sworn  duty;  and  in  resisting  sodi 
a  power  as  that,  he  must  inevitably  klae  hit 

Now,  oentlemen  of  the  jury,  jroa  will  per* 
mit  me  here,  having  staled  thiB  to  you,  to 
say,  distinctly,  that  r  will  not  consume  one 
moment  of  your  time,  or  not  above  one  mo- 

ment, in  referrinff  to  the  transactions  el 
t780,  of  1783,  ancrt785,  with  respect  to  eer^ 
tain  persons,  who  attended  meetings  in  this 
kingdom  with  a  view  to  reform ;  whether 
tbeM  meetincs  were  constituted  of  ddegeteft 
or  not;  whether  these  meetings  were  consti- 

tuted or  not  constituted  of  persons,  some 
being  delegates,  some  not— it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  the  focts  relative  to  these  meet- 

ings have  any  possible  applicatk>n  to  the 
which  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  to  you.  Gen- 

tlemen, I  do  not  state  this  case  merely  thus, 
that  the  gentleman,  with  the  assistance  of 
his  affiliating  societies,  as  I  call  them,  onder> 
standing  that  to  be  the  effect  of  the  proof, 
meant  to  bring  together  a  body  of  persons, 
who  were  to  influence  parliament  in  the  way 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  sUted  that  that  body  of 
persons  who  were  to  meet  in  1789,  or  1785, 
meant  to  influence  parliament,  but  I  say  that 
the  case  that  I  have  to  prove  is  thisr-that 
they  had  no  idea  of  acting  upon  any  degree 
of  mfluence,  which  either  the  number  or  the 
affiliation  should  give  them,  to  induce  perfiis- 
ment  to  take  any  measures;  so  for  fi^m  it, 
that  they  expressly  stated,  that  parliament 
was  not  to  be  applied  to — that  they  went  to 
the  extent  of  statins,  that  parliament  couM 
not  be  applied  to,  hecause  parliament  was 
incompetent,  upon  their  principles,  even  if 
so  disposed,  to  eive  them  relief. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  at  all  enter,  very  for 
from  it,  into  the  nature  of  such  a  meeting  as 
that  Mr.  Sheridan  spoke  of  yesterday;  and  I 
tell  you  why  I  do  not — I  luive  had  ea| 
enough  in  fife  to  know,  that  a  man- 
does  any  good  to  himself,  nor  to  these 
it  is  his  business  to  address  in  hil  ' 
by  giving  hu  opinion  upon  a  staler 

T 



fnf  High  Tnaton* 

wl  *  *,  T^TTtitticfore  Ihe  Court,  in  older  to 
I  to  t  jtiH  noDcluaiot)  upon^ci 
■utr  vt  iim  lueavures  which  is  before  lh« 

Coyrt.  I  can  very  easily  conceive,  thai,  with 
rtry  ftmall  shades  of  difference  one  wuy  or 
olhcr,  what  was  done  in  ntK>,  and  1782,  or 
iTiil'.  rni'hibe  cither  cnminiil  or  innocent ; 
\  r  it  was  criminal  or  innocent  it  is 

,       n-  .to  discuss  here,  because,  I  say, 
u  '  tlie  case  I  have  to  Bubniit  to 

I)
  -lor 

 ihe  case  w
hich  I  ha

ve  to 
■ibaui  to  your  attention  is  this — that  the 
pon&iitutional  Society  in  London,  or,  as  I 
Bi  tiLTsay^to  do  jttstice  to  the  ideas 
•  i  r  to  me,  as  the  effect  of  this  evi- 
ipucr.  I.  IT  gentleman  now  at  the  bar  ruling 
KbI  Coiistituliona)  Society,  and  modelling 

1^  4 'r,i  r' v....i.,l|ft,T  Society,  and  goveniing, 
1.  oh  I  tiope  to  aatisfy  you 

I  r  0  has  Itemed,  tiie  alfi- 
hated  and  a«sociated  societies  here  (for  I  will 
pvc  him  credit  that  there  are  no  Bocieties  in 
^  tjch  the  evidence  will  hardly  ena- 
t:.  jcfieve  it,  and  that  there  are  no  so* 

^cLies  m  [relartd  in  connexion  with  the  lo- 
aeUes  bereV— 'but   governing    the    afliliated 
•«etetie4  in  £iij)and,  that  he  meant  to  bring 

^      abo«Ji  a  ooDvention  of  the  people  as  early  as 
il      the  Itfth  of  Aprils   iro^-— a  period  I  desire 
J      jtM,  will  never  lose  sight  of ;    that  it  was 

•ffOW^,  in  his  society  and  the  Corresponding 

I      Socwty,  iliat  this  was  not  to  be  a  coDvenlton 
whkb  meant  to  apply  to  the  executive  mai!;i»^ 
tJtto-^wliich   meant  to  aimly  to  the  parlia< 

btit  a  ronventioQ    which,   by  it*  owd 
r  vr^b,  wa*  to  alter  ttie  govern- 
c  wintry;  this  was  the  project, 

i«H  gcnr^r^ll  V  i.o  early  as  1793 ;  but,  I  say, 
M  lo  Ibis  gentleman,  il  was  avowed  to  be  his 

mirpoie  a*  caHy  as  the  6Ui  of  August,  17 9i. 
He  was  coasuned  upon  the  address  of  the 
Corresponding  Society  of  the  tith  of  August, 
\19%  which  avows  this  purpose;  and  I  say 
\U'At  hr-  roide  that  addresii,  to  ail  intents  and 
}<  IS  own. 

! .  however,  part  with  this  circum- 
stance about  the  associated  societies  in  France 

tod  Ireland  without  saying  one  word  about 
thttn.  It  Wis,  as  1  understand  it,  the  tanor 

gf  the  gentlemaD's  crossHcvamination  of  the 
s  upoQ  the  first  night  to  intimate, 

t  It  wm  aU  moonshine  when  they  talked 
fif  tw«nly*ihott8aiid  copies  being  distributed 
of  sonic  things,  and  an  hundred  tliousand 
Cf(BkB»  of  others,  and  twelve  ihou'iaTid  of 
PomTs  work*,  and  so  on— that  they  nieint 
MlhlDg  at  all  by  it  Gentlemen,  1  know  this 
that  llie iHtfVoitttion  in  France  was,  in  a  great 
destee.l trough t  about  by  ihingia  that  had  pre- 
f  ime  nwaning.    Men  were  taught 
A  1  :>e  country  that  there  were  a   tmn* 
driaii  tbuuaaml  people  here  willing  to  concur 
io  gtvTA  me^mvt^  fifty  thou^nd  there,  atid  a 

boSdri^-  '  r  :y  thousand  in  aiiothe*  place  ; 
thin  w  Inch  nu  moml  man  can  Justify 
by  Ibc  piDiiafctKni  of  papers,  importing,  that 
the  Dumber  of  tho  aMmbera  of  the  societicfi 
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required  a  thousand  c^tpies  of  one  paper^  awl 
ten  thousand  of  another,  and  a  hundred  thou^ 
sand  of  a  third ;  and  the  public  were  mad^ 
to  believe,  that  the  persons  engaged  in  their 
schemes    were    iofinitely  numerous — Why^ 
bocaiisc  those  wlio  wished  that  such  a  notion 

should  be  reeeivfsd,  meant  that  the  coturlry 
^ould  act  upon  that  persuasion  iolhemaojier 
that  men,  who  believed  such  to  be  the  truih^ 
were  likely  to  act;    and  that  the  couivlry 
should  do  that  mischief  which  they  were  per* 

suaded  persons,  conceiving  their  party  ao  nu»' 
merous,  would  be  willing  to  do.    Now  yoti 
will  give  me  leave  to  begin  with  the  first 
piece  of  evidence  that  is  stated  to  you.    Firil 
uf  all,  i  shall  remark  to  you  this,  that  my 
learned  friend,  who  spoke  last,  haa  sakl^— 
and  I  de^re,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  to 
have  the  due  advantage  of  it,  and  no  more^^ 

he  has  said,  that  when  we  call  witnesses  thai' 
speak  in  the  manner  that  Mr,  Sharpe  and 
iVlr.  Syinonds  did,  you  must  give  full  credit  Uk 
those  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  prtioneri 
I  azree  to  it,  gentlemen  ;  hut  permit  mc  ta 
call  your  attention  to  this  circumstance — My 
friend,  when  opening  the  case  on  the  part  of 
the  eentleman  at  the  bar,  said,  *•  Why,  Mf« 
Hardy  was  acquitted,   and  therefore  I  eait* 
call  him  as  a  witness."     He  afterwards 
**  I  won't  call  him  as  a  witness  in  this  a 
but  that  as  a^ain&t  IS^lr.  Lovett  the  bill  wasn< 
found,  therefore  I  can  call  him  as  a  wiluess.^ 
lie  will  »ive  mc  leave  to  add,  llial  he  might 
have  called  as  witnesses  every  [man  of 
CoDsLituiional  Society  who  waa  prevent  (  am^Ji 
you  will  find  dear^  sixteen,  eighteen,  of^ 

twenty  in  number,  presem  at  almost  erei^' 
meeiin? ;  he  might  nave  called  every  indivi^i 
dual  ot  the  Constitutional  Society  to  hav«' 
proved  aoy  one  cicemBstance  which  it 
raatorial  {qt  the  case  of  Mc  Tookc  to 

[  lie  has  called  not  one,  according  to  my 
i  lection  J    but  Mr,  Symonds,   who  »nost  ur**- 
!  doubtedly  did  not  know    one-lentb  of 
I  farts  that  the  gentleman  had  boen  eQ| 

!  in ;  from  whom  I  won't  say  they  have 
I  studiously  concealed,  but  it  h  enough  foi^i 
mc  to  say,  in  point  of  feet,  he  did  not  kno^i 
them,  though  a  member  of  thai  society- 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, — Except  capt 
Harwood. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genirai.r^And  with  rcn] 
lo  major  Cartwright,  and  captain  Marw( 

I  in  the  first  place,"major  C'artwright,  I  am  ejw" Iremely  sorry  lo  say,  it  is  not  my  practice^ 
j  1  believe  those  who  know  me  know  it  is  not,  til' 

speak  of  any  gentleman,  unless  the  evidence  in^ 
the  case  requires  m«  to  mention  his  name ;  but ' 
it  is  clear,  that,  in  these  transactions, 
tween  March,  l71^2taadHay,  t794,  major  Cartel 

wrigbt  himself  is  implicated  lo  a  very  consi*?' 
derahle  dej^ree :  you  will  hkewise  recollci 
what  he  said  to  you.  But  you  will  allow  m< 
to  say,  with  respect  lo  captain  Harwood, 
lie  proved  the  truth  of  the  ca*e  on  the  part 
the  crown  ;  for  you  will  recollect,  a«d  I 
your  attention  to  that  iettor  of  tlie  l^\h  oft 
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April,  1793,  which  I  say  is  a  clue  to  these 
proceedings  from  beginning  to  end ;  captain 
tiarwood  himself  proved,  that  the  letter  from 
Norwich  was  delivered  to  him  to  be  answered : 
that  he  sent  it  to  another  gentleman  ;  that, 
when  he  came  to  tlie  society  afterwards,  be 
found  an  answer  prepared  to  that  letter,  and 
that  that  answer  was  sent  with  the  consent 
of  captain  Harwood. 

But  it  is  said,  gentlemen,  that  Mr.  Hardy 
has  been  acquittM.  Gentlemen,  upon  what 
principles  that  jury  went  which  acquitted  him 
I  do  not  stay  to  inquire.  I  repeat  it  again, 
that  my  opinion  about  any  case  ought  to  Jrad 
roe  DO  farther  than  to  determine  this — whe- 

ther it  is  fit  that  I  should  appear  here  as  a 

prosecutor.  I  did  m^'  duty  with  respect  to Mr.  Hardy ;  I  entertain  no  manner  of  doubt 
(because  I  cannot  do  it  without  a  violence  to 
the  constitution  of  my  country)  that  the  jury 
were  fully  convinced  that  they  did  theirs.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  will  always,  upon 
reflection,  feel  that  they  acted  as  honourable 
men  towards  their  country;  and  with  this 
dbposition  towards  them,  I  hope  and  trust 
that  they  did  not  tliink  I  acted  as  a  disho- 

nourable prosecutor  towards  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar.  But  very,  very  widely  diflfbrent  -in- 

deed are  the  circumstances  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
Ilardy,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  of 
Mr.  Tooke.  I  am  sure  my  lord  will  remember 
it — that,  though  he  stated,  and  rightly  stat«] 
to  the  jury,  that  in  law  Mr.  Ilardy  w^as  a  prin- 
cipal  in  the  case,  yet  he  stated  that  there 
were  few  circumstances  that  were  sufficient 
to  connect  Mr.  Hardy  farther  than  the  oHice 
of  secretary  connected  him  with  these  men. 
I  say,  and  speak  it  with  great  deference  to 
my  lord,  because  there  is  no  man  who  wishes 
to  be  more  respectful  than  I  flo  to  courts,  and 
more  especially  where  I  know  it  so  well  de- 

served from  me— I  say,  upon  a  review  of  the 
evidence,  there  was  a  great  deal  more  affect- 

ing him  than  was  actually  recalled  to  the  con- 
sideration of  that  jury.  But,  be  that  as  it 

may,  Mr.  Hardy  stood  in  the  situation  of 
Broomhead ;  and  it  is  possible  persons  may 
be  told  in  London  what  persons  were  told  in 
Sheffield — that  a  secretary  was  not  to  put  a 
ne^tivc  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  society. 
This  I  am  entitled,  1  think,  to  say,  with  res- 

pect to  that  gentleman,  that  it  was  quite  im- 
possible that  lie  coidd  misunderstand  the  pro- 

ceedings  he  was  about.  Now,  if  Hanly  be  a 
witness  competent  in  law  to  be  called,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  why  he  has  not  been  called 
to  explain  the  transactions  in  March,  1792, 
with  respect  to  the  conMitution  of  the  Corres- 

ponding Society — with  respect  to  those  reso- lutions that  were  sent  to  the  Constitutional 

Society,  with  the  name  of"  Hardy,  secretary," 

in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke.  I  should'be glad  to  know  why  he  is  nut  called  to  satisfy 
you  that  the  Constitutional  Society,  of  which 
he  liad  become  a  memlicr  as  early,  1  think, 
as  July,  1792,  when  they  sent  that  famous 
letter  of  the  lathofi^pril,  1793,  to  Norwich, 

had  not  communicated  their  purposes,  either 
by  Mr.  Tooke  or  any  body  else,  to  the  Lon- 

don Corresponding  Society,  which  sent  a  let- 
ter of  the  same  purport  and  import  to  the 

same  societies  at  Norwich,  namely,  that  they 
were  not  to  look  to  the  king — not  to  look  to 
the  parharaent,  but  to  look  to  a  convention. 
I  should  be  glaid  to  know  why  Hardy  has  not 
been  called  to  prove  to  you  that  neither  the 
Constitutional  Society,  of  whkh  he  was  an 
associated  member,  nor  the  Corresponding 
Society,  of  which  he  was  an  original  member, 
either  knew  or  meant  that  Marsarot,  who  was 
a  member  of  both — tliat  Gcrrald,  who  was  a 
member  of  both — that  Sinclair,  who  was  a 
member  of  one,  should  do  those  acts,  which 
I  do  assert  to  amount  to  treason  in  the  Scotch 
convention.  I  should  be  excessively  glad  to 
know  why  neitlier  Hardy  nor  Lovett  have 
been  called  to  sUtc  to  you  that  Mr.  Tooke 
had  no  manner  of  concern  with  the  transac- 

tions at  the  Globe  tavern,  on  the  20th  of 
January;,  1794.  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
why,  with  respect  to  the  transactions  of  the 
17th  of  January,  1794,  no  man  has  been 
called  to  tell  you  that  Mr.  Tooke,  when  he 
leA  the  chair,  previous  to  that  offensive  reso- 

lution with  respect  to  Jcfferies,  which  miglit 
have  produced  consequences  in  another  part 
of  tliis  country  that  one  shudders  to  think  of 
•-that  when  he  leA  the  chair,  and  when  that 
Mr.  Genrald  came  into  the  chair,  who  was  a 
member  of  that  Scotch  convention,  and  who 
was  in  the  same  room  with  Mr.  Tooke,  who 
is  supposed  to  know  nothing  about  the  pro- 
ccedin«;s  of  the  Scotch  convention — I  should 
be  glad  to  ask  why  none  of  the  numerous 
l>ersoii3  present  at  that  meeting  were  call«l 
to  tell  3'ou  that  Mr.  Tooke  not  only  left  tlio 
chair  but  the  room,  and  knew  nothint;  of 
these  resolutions.  It  docs  not  belong  either 
to  the  gentlonmn  himself,  with  his  great 
talents,  or  to  my  learned  friends  who  defend 
him,  not  to  know  that  all  this  is  excessively 
inaterial ;  and  my  learned  friend  let  it  out  in 
his  opening  to  you,  that  he  would  not  call 
Hardy  in  this  case,  but  he  wouki  call  him  in 
the  next.  He  proposed  to  call  Lovett,  who 
could  have  told  you  who  were  the  persons 
connected  in  the  proceedings  at  Chalk  Farm, 
and  he  has  not  ventured  through  the  cause  to 
call  him.  And  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  if, 
when  you  come  to  consider  the  proceedings 
of  the  lii4tli  of  January,  1794,  in  which  "the 
most  excellent  address"  of  the  Ix}ndon  Cor- 

responding Society,  the  substance  of  which  I 
will  state  to  you  presently,  is  approved  by  the 

Constitutionul  Society,  and  approved  in*  the 
hand- writing  ot  Mr.  'fooke  hiniselt'—I  should 
be  glad,  geiillcrneu,  to  know  why  none  of 
the  persons  present  at  that  meeting  were 
called  to  prove  what  the  words  "^  the  most 
excellent  address"  meant.  I  defy  human  in- 

credulity to  doubt  that  they  meant  the  address 
of  the  J^ndon  Correspoiulinjjr  Society  of  the 
SOth  of  January,  1794:  and  L  ask  why  was 
not  lMsd^  called  to  prove  that  Mr.  XCNikt 



^'c  iransaclion^wliich 
;  Uie  resolutions  in 

"t"  ijic    '17 \h   of 
\\\    thai  they 

'  i  iv  Farm  ;  con» 

»ctia^  tiKTciurc  Mr.  iooke  vwith  lliat  iin^eting 
f1t:uk  l';irm:  and  yd  tlicy  httvc  not  <larc«i  to 

Jciety.neiUieroUheCon- 
H  (HidouCorrcspondiii'^So- 

lookc  \vdd  no  connexion 
lines  from  August,  170S, 

Hvij  ;  a  I  am  nowspcuking. 
rfut  ^  to  say,  that  the  ob- 

.*>c  L»txu  tnadc  on  the  evidence 
part  ot  ihe  crown,  compared 

.;_;_t,  to  the  legitimate  inticrence 
e  drawn  from  their  absiainmg  from 
ice,  *ife  mere  chaffy  and  must  stand 

nothing. 

Give  me  leave  now  to  apply  myself  to  the 
rldeoce.    Centjemen,   you  have  had  stated 

you  the  conduct  ot'  the  gentleman  at  the It  wiih  respect  to  the  Itevolulion  Society,  I 
Ink,  in  1790;   now,   here  again,    i  make 
ilher  uhservaiion  upon  the  oe(ect  of  evi- 

ince— for  ob^sevations  upon  the  defect  of  evi- 
;ncc  arc  frequently  as  weighty  aA  obscnit- 
»ns   upon  evidence  actually  produced.      U 
inr  irv  In  you  ill  evidence,   and  I  beg  your 

' ->  it^and  1  humbly  bes^  my  lord's 
toil — lliat  the  Revolution  Society 

luit  have  sent  an  address  to  the  FTcnch  upon 
ic    French  Hevolution  m   the  year    J  7 90. 

u  I  *ay  now  when  I  think  of  it, 
Uy  und  absolutely  deny  that  a  cor- 
e   with  a  foreign  country  not  at 
>l  be,  merely  because  the  country 

mn  n,i  war,  an  act  of  com  passing  the  king'^ 
Uth<     If  persons  correspond  with  a  foreign 

<t  at  war  with  the  kin^,    with  in- 
ver,  that  mischief  si louUl  be  done, 
ilcnl  to  create  di.«iturhance  in  tiiis 
ui  it  is  utterly  impoii!)ihle,  I  think, 
arc  bewildered  with  the  v.i&tquaD- 

ity  of  evidence   before  you,    that  you  can 
^ubt  that  a  correspondence  of  that  sort  lui«i 
;en  carrietl  on},»uchacorrcspondence may  he 

ovcrl*act  of  compassing  the  king's  de^ilh, 
ttbin  the  statute  of  F.dward  Srd  ;  and  if  I  do 

lot   make  it   out  to  be  a  compassmj^  of  lite 

nng's  death,  within  Ihe  statute  of  Kdward 
rd,  I  would  rather  suficr  the  pains  of  treason 
^yticlf  thnn  cull  upon  you  to  fmd  a  verdict 

inst    that    gentleman. — Gentlemen,    you 
[jive  had   nobody   produced  to  you  to  slate 
that  the  address  ]  have  been  speaking  of 

^tncd,  nor  what  it  was  that  occji^^ioned 
lf«s&  to  the  French  ul  a  remarkable 
their  hibtorv.    The  substance  of  this 

lrf!9s  in  1790  nii2;ht  give  their  true  charac- 
>r  to  the  procecdiu^s  of  1791  among  the  so- 

■  en^  the  coDStiiution  of  France  in 
...  .r  ,1  _         J,  j^fjj^  which  was 

M  It,  almost  M'uiitn .».  '.  .1-   .vutces  the  resolulious 

iwark  Society,  wliicU  nc  entered 

in  Ihe  London  Corresponding  Society's  book^- 
that  constitution  of  1791  wa8  built  upon  what 
had  been  called  in  France,  and,  with  somo 
degree  of  absurdity,  every  where,  the  rightf 
of  man — tiie  rights  of  fniiil  :« tUe  citizen- 

ship;  a  n^ht,  which  tl'  m  at  the bar,  in  his  letter  to  lord  a  i,  docs  not 
seem, to  have  thought  need  at  least  belong  ta 
any  body :  he  then  thought  that  there  was  «. 
dilferetice  between  an  equal  rizht  to  a  sharc^ 
and  a  right  to  an  equal  sltare  orgovernmenl  $ 
btit  the  constitution  of  France  of  17  Q I  was 

built  upon  the  principles  of  the  rights  of  man^ 
and  this  right  of  equal  active  clti/ciishtp,  I 

have  proved  to  you  tnat  Faine  was  an  hontjnvry 
member  of  the  ConstttutioDal  Soci-  (^  ''-^t 
Mr.  Tookc  was  a  member  of  the  Con  ̂   1 

Society;  I  never  told  you  thai  he  wn- 
of  the  society :  my  friend  misundcrtt  ^ 
to  that,   r  certainly  could  notbe  ao  ilj  l  f 

its  history  as  so  to' state  it— that  Mr.  liAriowf was  an  associated  member  of  that  society 
upon  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Tooke— s 
that  one  and  all  of  them  foresaw  that  th« 

rights  of  man  could  not  be  acted  upoa  tOH> 
gethcr  with  the  enistence  of  a  king  in  Fr.&iice} 
and  the  whole  tenor  of  the  evwlcncc  proves^ 
that  they  endeavoured  to  introduce  into  this 
country  a  government  founded  on  the  righti 
of  man ;  to  enlist  the  lower  orders  of  men  in 
a  project  by  their  physical  strength,  as  I  shall 
prove  by-and-by,  to  brina  about  in  this  c<h.ii1)* 
try  a  constitution  founded  upon  the  rights  of 
man — reasoning  thus,  that  because  in  Franc* 
the  constitution,  founded  upon  the  riglHs  or 
man,  must  necessarily  reject  a  king,  as  it  did 
in  1793,  therefore,  if  they  could  get  aconsti* 
tution  in  this  country,  founded  upon  the  sam» 

principles,  a  king  must  finally  he  rejected 
here.  It  was  not  the  conslit«Uion  tliiit  liicy 
looked  to,  for,  though  that  was  the  immediate 

object,  yet  the  remote  and  ukiinat*^  ulrirf  t  la 
which  they  looked,  was  the  deposiL 

kini;  of  F^n^land,  ai  the  king  of  Frai  i  ■  i 
be  deposed  b>  the  operation  of  the  pruictpief 
upon  which  the  umstitution  was  formed,  t 
am  sure  that  you  must  have  been  surprtacdj 
and  that  all  must  be  surprised  who  read  th« 
address,  which  is  in  evidence,  to  the  Friendt 
ot  liberty  lissemhlcd  together  at  Lorvdon  upon 
the  1  ith  of  July,  1791,  to  celebrate  tiw  FrctKk 
Revotutuiiu  were  the  free  citizens  on  U)e 
banksoftlie  Loire,  addresA  their  tc^tiinonicf 

of  brotherhood,  and  of  good-will,  to  the  oobl* 
sons  of  liberty  who  inhabit  the  h^ppy  shorct 

of  the  Thames.  They  then  state — **  VVhilst 
an  impotent  band  of  the  factions  are  activcl/ 
cmpbyed  in  the  heart  of  France,  am)  the 
proud  nobles  are  carrying  the  poison  of  il^eir 
calumny  into  foreijin  ports,  whilst  the  priestn 

are  labouring  to  rekindle,  by  their  j>*.'mileniiid 

breath,  the  exlingn I       '         '  t, and  the  first  of  our  i  » 

the  people  the  c\aui['if  im   <  ^ 
oath,  our  wishes  and  our  sli  ^ 

towards  you,  geniTous  strau;^  ;  ,    ^- 
gaged  in  cclcbrAlin&  tht.  French  Itcvoiuiwu  , 2  L 
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a  faftppy  presage  of  the  rtfvohitidD'o^flw^AMM. But  why  apeak  we  of  yoo  aai  of  straom, 
you  «re  our  frieiidft  and  ottr  brethreii;  them 
only  kre  strangers  to  us  who  desert  theitti  and 
who  esrite  wars  m  order  to  perpetuate  theb 
tynumica)  dominioti,  and  to  rivet  the  chahn 
of  nations.  The  decrees  which  haive  esta- 

blished the  French  liberty,  have  been  19cethe 
trumpet  soundinj^  the  lesurrection  of  th^ 
worla ;  at  our  voue  tko  natkms  have  raised 
their  degnded  fronts,  tyrants  have  tamed 
pale  upon  their  throng  and  such  is  the  pro* 
iMtble  cfiect  of  thusRiat  refolulion,  that  In  a 
short  thne  nothii^  will  be  remainhig  of  them 
hut  the  90n&wfai  and  ̂ kahictfiil  remembianee 

of  their  fhults^  add  of  their  crimes.  Let  tfi|B 
grsat  oltn^montstae  Brsniah  eicominuiucaliB 
bs>  his  impotent  ̂ huiia«rswHI  only  s«r?e  to 
ankindle  the  fires  wfAeh-tn  Ftanee,  eOkksuMii 
his  effigy.  We  diftdi«  to  Hve  ih  the  uM 
nrnimnnleti  lilpith  sil  theftioMsof  pekee,  kftd 
tof  Uberiy,  and  the  tfppwsbors  of  the  peo^ 
«o,  in  our  eyes,  the  only  sehismalldi.'  And 
then Ih^  Slat* folhlft  society  in  Loadbntiik 
•Ahisa  which  I  wik  nowTosdhig  to  ybu-^ 
^  ̂ t^  <^  toefprsssible ptessure hiftUt 
ieeti  your  brare  otfoAtrynien*  dir  tuuwy  pf^ 

4Mntoi<s  hi  the  cai^  of  liberty,  wiMTrandeh^ 
MSDoe,  eni^Uiag  tMnselves  under  «or  sVuft- 

*  ̂   and  augnMMiig  the  mmiber  bf  this 
who  SompMitboae  ioei0M.*  Now 

to  this-^ttb  h  nddreeied  to  Bii|^h- 
nMtiiodon  hW  fMTB  pitncipleior  ciU- 

Mship,  of  which''  whitr*-w(i  in  FMnce  r.— 
No.  •«  of  which  ton  were  the  first  fantitutors, 
and  which  are  the  Unshaken  cohtmn  of  our 
sublime  constitution.  When  a  few  years  are 
elapsed  we  shall  see  the  two  firrt  nations  of 
the  earth,  Ensland  and  France,  united  to- 

gether in  a  holy  leas;ue  to  avenge  the  human 
race  of  those  unpunished  outrages  which  have 
disgraced  it  during  so  many  ages.'' 

"  Generous  Bntons,  love  us.  and  unite 
yourselves  with  us,  and  the  world  will  be  free 
and  happy." 

At  what  period  it  was  that  Fame  came  over 
to  this  country,  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain  to 
you,  but  this  is  clear  upon  the  evidence,  that 
he  frequently  attended  this  Ckmstitottonal  So- 

ciety. It  is  dear  also,  upon  the  evidence, 
referring  you  to  that  paper,  in  which  Mr. 
Tooke  modified  the  constitution  of  the  Cor- 

responding Society,  and  to  that  paper,  to 
which  he  siened  the  name  of  Hardy,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  was  likewise  the  author  of  the  Cor- 

responding Society.  Permit  mc  to  make  a 
remark  here— that  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional  Information  assocutes  with  itself  twelve 
members  of  the  Norwich— associates  with  it- 

self twelve  members  of  the  Sheffield  society, 
and  of  many  other  places,  not  one  of  whom 
■are  called  to  you,  even  to  prove  that  they 
knew  of  the  &ct  of  the  association,  nor  to 
contradict  the  suspknon,  for  I  state  it  as  Mich, 
that  arises  upon  the  letter  from  Sheffield,  in 
which  you  find  occasionally  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  Tooke,  not  one  person  is  called  to  you 

Tridi  qf'Jokn  BFti/ime  Tooir m 
to  prove  that  all  this  aasodirtkMi  and  dHHkdoii 

%as  not  the  wotk  of  the  gentleman  (k'Htm bar.  At  first  you  see  associated  the  IflUdon 
Constitutional  SocieQr  with  the  London  Cob^ 
respondrag  Society,  with  the  Shdffiekl,  lb»* 
Chester,  and  Normh  societies;  you  find  dler^ 
wiards  tbkt  they  connect  with  DertoTt  ̂ H0I 
Leeds,  with  various  parts  of  this 

'  various  parts  oTSoodand.    Loolfribir 

T0M|iBCC 

m  iio# 

to  their  oorrespondenoo— What  is  the 
ofitr  Now,  gentlemen  of  the  hny.  li 
I  to  aiguetSis?  Iwishtodoit  with 
to  the  gentieinlin,  but  I  do  hot 
to  ekprett  mywlt.  An  attempl 
made  to  inform  you  that  ho  not  only  is  ant 
a  friend  to  onivenai  aoffingo;  tliat  Im  nol 
only  is  not  a  Inend  to  the  destraetkm  «fte; 
nardiy  in  this  cdontry,  but  niat  lie  n  a  Msbb 
to  a  famited  refi>rm  of  the  repreiOttslitti  bk 
paHlanient,  with  nmoitereh  in  the  cdontiy: 
Uid  I  say,  if  thai  refbnii  is  to  be  broom 
about  by  force  bgainst  the  hhig,  it  b  h^ 
treason.    Gentlemen,  liow  does  tms 
stand  r  I  beg  your  attentkm,  witliout  reaAig 
them  All  to  you,  io  the  comnunicatioii  witfi 
Norwich,  and  fitMtt  Norwid^^-to  the  conii 

nications  wtffa  Manchester,  and  irom  ~ Chester  to  the  conmmnicalions  with  Sbeflieid^ 
aiid  ftom  Sheffield— to  the  commnnicttiow 
irith  and  from  aH  the  difierent  parts  of  tfab 
kingdom  whteh  have  connndnicated  with  the 
Constitutiona)  Society,  which,  I  say,  is  the  abo- 

ther  society  of  th«m  all.  How  is  it  to  be 'f«« oondled  to  the  design  of  persons,  meanhtt 
well  to  the  present  estabhshment  in  thete 
otfuntry,  thatthe  only  works  which  they  should 
circulate  by  their  aodresses  to  each  other,  ait 
such  works  as  thoworksof  Paine— the  Rights 
of  Man,  part  the  first,  and  part  the  second  f 
Gentlemen,  I  call  upon  my  friends  asain  td 
state  what  it  is  that  they  could  mean  by  dr^ 
ailating  these  works,  if  they  were  sincere  in 
the  intentions,  which  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  defendant  is  supposed  to  bring  hdhtt 
?ou  ?  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  roan  living, 
defy  the  most  ingenious  man  that  exists,  to 

prove  that  either  the  one  work  or  the  othei^ 
take  the  whole  together,  is  not  a  recommen- 

dation of  the  destruction  of  monarchy,  and  ot 
the  destruction  of  monarchy  in  this  country 
in  particular?  But  it  does  not  rest  there.  Yon 
have  had -a  witness  who  stated  to  you  wluit 
were  the  parts  that  were  prosecuted.  And 
you  have  observed  what  a  shift  my  friend  was 
put  to,  to  account  for  their  publication  of 
these  works,  The  Rights  of  Man !  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  saying  that  it  is  a  Question  proper 
to  go  to  a  jwy,  whether  the  puolication  of  tht 
second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  of  the  letter 
of  Paine  to  the  people  of  France,  and  of  the 
letter  of  Paine  to  Mr.  Dundas,  as  applied  t6 
this  country,  were  not  published  by  tne  Coo^ 
stitutional  Society  for  the  purpose  of  over- 

turning the  monarchy  of  this  country,  and 
whether  Fame  was  not  defended  una  thf 
same  intent  Paine,  you  have  seen,  wn\ 
secuted  for  the  parts  of  Ids  liodki^ 
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the  monarchy,  and  the  raO' 
d,  tbr  it  was  the  Ikmily  that 

over,  ihe  family  ihut  came 
from  Zell— kt  WIS  the  monarchy  of  England, 
luid  the  monarch  of  England  that  he  reviled. 
The  societies  distrihuted  his  books,  these 
frieyds  to  universal  suffrage — these  friendij  to 
Ihe  viper  monarchy  distributed  his  books. 
Gentlemen,  what  do  you  think  of  men  of 

tateota  acting  thus?  And  professing  them- 
jelves  friends  to  the  monarchy?  VVhal  would 
t  I  think  of  himself,  if  he  had  been 

ating  in  the  manner  proved  in  this 
I  Broomhead  at  Shemeldf  and  with 
lis  as  you  have  seen  from  different 

I        pa^u  ui  Una  countr>',  professing  an  intention, 
to  reoommend  nothing  upon  earth  but  unl. 

'        versal  fiuffriige — to  recommend  nothing  but 
lojiaUy  to  the  king  ?  I  ani  persuaded  there  is 

L    J^^pg  that  I  could  tay  hard  of  my  learned 
k^^^^io  dcting  under  such  professions,  that 
^^^^Buld  think  hard  enough  to  be  said  of  him. 

~      I  cannot  apply  lhi»  sort  of  language  to  the priM>ner ;  the  humanity  of  the  English  kw 
fHi  noi  allow  me  so  to  do,  but  I  feet  this 
part  of  the  case  as  a  part  most  essentially  rc> 

<^  >i»r  coni>ideration,     Paine's   works 
^  hed  by  different  societies  in  Eng- 
L  recommended  in  thousands,  and 
1  t  thousands  of  copies  printed  for 
ti.5.  *...^,  ̂ .jrpose  of  infusing  the  doctrines  they 
assertcil,  i nlo  tlie  minds  ol  the  people  of  G  real 
Britain,  into  the  mind:^  of  the  most  illiterate 
u:  I  le — Do  recollect  what  sort  of  men 

"sc  societies  in  the  country !  There 
lemen,  an  individual  in  this  cotm- 

.., ,    .  MOt  entitled  to  the  providence  of 

~  '  ̂     ,  and  to  the  rezard  of  the  leoialature, 
protection  of  the  chief  magistrate  of 
ntry,  as  much  entitled  as  the  prOLuIcit  I 

in  it.     In  their  several  situations  Ihey 
«re  ali  useful  and  respectable,  and  God  forbid 
thai  I  should  state  one  sinzle  word  that  looked 
like  ̂ iarcspect  to  any  fellow  subject  in  this 
tountnr !    if  then  publications  had  been  ad- 

dressed to  persons  m  this  country,  who  hav* 
ill.  thers,  a  common  interest  in  sup> 
ptu  .  r  iiwnarchy  of  the  country,  felt  that 
U}^  iiail  an  interaat  in  supporting  the  mo- 
Olfcby,  by  knowing  unon  what  principles  the 
coafiit*ition  rests ;  Dy  knowing,  not  only  from 
eipericncc,  its  value,  hut  who  were  able  to 
icooant  for  that  e&perience  by  just  conclu- 
wm^  and  reasonings  iinon  the  nature  of  go- 
temmcnt ;  if  these  books  had  been  addressed 
to  such  men,  and  tuch  only^  or  if  these  books, 
d^Agerous  as  their  doclrtnes  are,  had  been 
tvcQ  published  in  the  ordmary  modes  of  pub- 

L  JltilF^  ̂ ^^  durst  not  then  call  them  mea- 
HH^^Mpken  io  the  course  of  a  conspiracy  to 

^^^^B^  govemnieot— but  when  such  books 
'  srciddresftcd  to  men,  who  cannot  possibly 

uodcrttiind  the  diblinctions  that  are  to  be 
Uiutn  between  the  different  parts  of  them, 

4fidi^  men  who  do  not  explain  u|)on  what 
'^  eofitained  in  them  they  do,  and  they 

to  tictj  it  upi^ears  to  tnc  Uiat  > 
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nothing  but  a  ptirpnsc  of  mischief  ronld  Ue» 
intended  to  be  answered  by  their  measures  j 
and  if  there  wanted  a  demonstration  that  ihcjh , 
proposed  mischief  beyond  what  arises  out  gf 
the  contents  of  their  publicaljons,  that  de^ 
nionstration  is  furnishca  by  their  holding  out, 
to  mankind  that  their  publications  arc  mor^ 
numerous,  and  the  circulation  of  them  mora 
ample  than  they  themselves  knew  them  to  be. 
Give  me  leave  to  call  your  attention  tn  thtf 

letter  of  Mr,  Barlow,  of  the  6lh  of  October^- 
1793.     I  beg  your  attention  to  that  letter^ 
when  summed  up  to  you.     It  contains,  in 
truths   the  essence  of  this   system  of  con-* 

spiracy.    Joel  Barlow,  a  co-rnember  of  thft 
Constitutional  Society  with  Paine,  introduced  , 
to  that  society,  as  appears  by  the  books.,  bjl 
Mr.  Tooke,  upon  the  6lh  of  October,  1793# ' 
writes  to  the  Constitutional  Soticty,  and  in^ 
forms  them  that  that  event  had  taken  placa 
in  France,  which  was  expected  to  take  place 
in  France,  in  consequence  of  their  havjng^ 
adopted  the  principles  of  the  Rights  of  Alan; 
he  states  to  them,  in  effect,  that  it  had  been 
the  reasoning  of  the  Constitutional  Society 
that  such  would  be  the  case«    He  states  that 
the  principle  of  iheir  society  was  to  enlighten, 
and,  by  enlightening,  to  precede  and  preclude 

(he  certainly  uses  the  word  *'  preclude")  the 
exertion  of  physical  strength— and  what  is  it 
that  his  book  says?  Now  I  mui^t  add,  that 
upon  all  these  publications  my  friend  did  not 
say  one  word,  and  hts  learned  coadjutor  did 
not  say  more  than  a  word  !  What  is  his  book 

to  prove  ?  Why  his  book  states,  that  the  depo- 
sition of  the  kmg  of  France  was  the  necessary 

consequence  of  the  principles  of  that  consti- 
tution, founded  upon  the    Rights  of  Man, 

which  had  attempted  to  create  in  Europe  so 
absurd  a  thing  as  a  royal  democracy,  and  thai 
they  were  now  about  to  gel  rid  of  their  king. 
And  this  does  not  relate  to  the  monarchy  of 

France  only.     I  bc^  your  attention  to  tliat. 
It  is  a  recommendation  to  the  people  of  Eng- 

land to  do  the  same  act,  as  an  act  grounded 

upon  the  Rights  of  Mau — Does  Air.  Tooke 
upon  that  say  why,  Mr.  Barlow,  1  have  been 
at  meetings  in  1780,  in  1782,  and  1735— at 
a  meeting  about  the  regency— at  a  meeting 
of  the  Constitutional  Society— at  a  meeting 
at  lord  Hood's  Club;  and  I  have  stated  my- 

self, at  each  of  these  meetings,  a  friend  to 
monarchy,  and  put  on  a  coat  with  an  orange 
cape ;  how  can  I  receive  this  communication 
from  you  of  a  work  so  nefarious  as  this,  with- 

out protesting  that,  being  a  friend  to  limited 
representation  and  monarchy,  such  a  book  as 
this  shall  not  go  out  under  the  auspices  of 
this  society  ?  Is  that  so }  On  the  contrary,  Mr» 
Tooke,  with  all  the  loyal  principles  he  pro- 

fessed previous  to  179'i,  consented  to  a  vole 
of  thanks  to   Mr.  Barlow  lor  this  work— to 
that  Mr.  Barlow,  whom  Mr.  Tooke  introduced 
into  this   society  ;  and  not  only  a  vote  of 
thanks,  but  the  acldrcss  of  Mr.  Barlow,  and 
the  answer  of  tJic  Constitutional  Society  arti 

ordered  to  be  published  iu  the  papers!  Now 
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for  what  reason  w«s  that?  For  no  other  rea^ 

son  than  thts->ihat  those  jiersons,  who  were 
pretending  to  mean  nothing  but  limited  re- 

presentation, wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  a  work,  in  order  to  mislead  the 
Blinds  of  the  public,  which  recommended 
most  distinctly  the  destruction  of  monarchy 
in  the  countnr. 

Is  that  alt  f  Mr.  Margaret  and  Mr.  Hardy, 
being  the  two  leading  members,  give  me  leave 
to  say,  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  which  so- 

ciety, as  I  befbre  submitted  to  vou,  was  rreat* 
cd,  or,  if  not  created,  modified  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
they,  upon  two  days  I  think  in  Augiist  or  Sep- 

tember, write  to  Mr. Tooke  to  know  his  opinion 
about  a  declaration  to  the  National  Convention 
HI  France.    Now  here  is  a  remarkable  cir- 

cumstance !  In  June  or  July^  1799,  when  the 
principles  of  the  French  Constitution  of  I79t, 
had  not  yet  rooted  out  of  the  constitution  the 
king  of  that  country,  the  Constitutional  S^ 
cte^  never  thought,  not  they,  of  addressing 
the  eoyernment  ̂ France,  that  had  a  Vmg  in 
k.    They,  therefore,  addressed  the  club  of 
Jacobins ;  but  no  sooner  is  a  king  deposed  in 
Chat  country,  than  at  that  moment  the  Cor- 

responding Society,   writing  to  Mr.  Tooke 
upon  the  subject,  propose  lo  address  the  go- 

vernment of  France,  which  had  no  longer  a 
king,  «uid  the  Constitutional  Society  forthidtb 
address  the  government  of  France,  so  circum- 

stanced with  respect  to  roval^,  as  I  have 
stated.    Gentlemen,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you 
what  this  means  ?  I  will  not  jgo  through  their 
two  addresses  ag<ain,  by  stating  them,  but  I 
say  I  distinctly  aver,  and  I  beg  and  entreat 
your  attention  to  it,  these  addresses  are  to  all 
mtents  and  purposes  an  expression  of  a  wish 
of  co-operation  wHh  those  societies,  and  those 
persons  in  France,  who  had  deposed  the  king 
there,  to  do  the  same  here.    You  hear  in  this 
of  the  hope  of  an  alliance— '^  Not  of  the  three 
crowns"  (mark  the  expression)  of  England, 
France,  and  America,  «  but  a  triple  alTiance 
nf  the  people  of  England,  of  France,  and  Ame- 
fica.''    You  find  in  that  address  of  the  Con- 

stitutional Society,  that  when  republicanism 
had  taken  place  in  America  only*  its  efl^l- 
gence  could  not  enlig^hten  the  Continent  of 
^rope,  but,  when  this  example  had  been  fol- 
lowea  in  France,  then,  say  these  societies, 
mankind  arc  to  become  free— then,  say  they, 
we  are  fellov^labourers  in  the  same  common 
cause  with  you,  and  being  fellow-labourers  in 
the  same  cause,  **  Britons,  five  thousand 
British  citizens,''  says  one  address— ̂ ys  the 
oUier,  **  our  hearts  are  with  you,  millions  are 
for  you"— *«  Britons,  who  arc  not  yet  free,  are 
soon  to  become  firec**— and  why?   Because the  principles  of  the  Riehu  of  Man  have 
worked  a  king  out  of  the  constitution  of 
France;  and,  that  example  being  set  in  Eu- 

rope, we  may  hope,  will  work  a  king  out  of 
jlhe  constitution  of  Great  Britain.   I  refer  you 
to  these  addresses;  I  insist  no  man  can  put 
juMT  other  construction  upon  them.  -  ■ 

jiutif  ihisaUi  Had  not  these  i^tlemaD, 

and  had  not  this  gentleman  at  the  bar,«al^ 
early  as  September,  179<,  an  intention  of 
brinsing  abo«it  a  revolution  in  Great  Britain 
br  uie  dffbrts  of  a  National  Conventkm  in 
England?  Now,  give  me  leave  to  callyoot 
attention  to  what  ft  is  that  Mr.  Froat,  and 
that  same  Mr.  Barlow— who  had  written  that 
pamhplet— who  had  been  introduced  by  Mr; 
Tooke  into  thb  society— wh«i  had  sent  that 

book,  and  had  received  the  thanks  of  the  lo-'' ciety  for  the  book— what  is  it  that  this  gen- 
tleman states  to  the  National  ConventM  of 

France;  and  then  give  me  leave  to  ask  yon 
whether  the  prefect  of  a  convention  to  be 
held  in  England  for  the  purpose  of  overturn- 

ing the  monarchy  of  England^  or  at  least  its 
present  constitution,  and  its  king  with  it,  at 
nr  as  he  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  exercise  any 
power  of  regal  sovemment,  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  this  gentleman  in  Oetober, 
1799,  as  the  necessary  efieet  of  what  had  fasp- 

pened  in  France?  Gentlemen,  jgive  me  leave  ' 
to  ask  you  here  another  question— What  is 
the  reason  why  Mr.'  Frost,  who  has  been  sit^ 
ting  in  court  great  part  of  this  trial,  has  not 
been  called  to  explam  this  trsnsaction?  Aa 

early  as  October,  17M,  Mr.  Frost  says— ̂ '^  Ci- 
tisens  of  France,  we  are  deoutod  by  a  patriotic 
society  in  London,  csllea  the  Society  for 
Constitutkmal  Information,  to  congratulate 
you  in  their  name  upon  the  triumphs  at 
liberty.    This  society  had  laboured  long  in 
the  cause,  with  little  prospect  of  success/* 
(Gentlemen,  mark  these  words)  •*  before  the 
commencement  of  vour  Revolution ;"  that  is, 
your  Revolution  of  the  10th  of  August,  that 
glorious  victory.  Now,  do  I  do  them  injustice, 
when  they  state  this  at  the  l>ar  of  the  Na- 

tional Convention ;  and  when,  in  the  address 
from  Nantes,  the  society  there  state  that  the 
Constitutional  Society  in  England  were  the 
first  institutors  of  the  principles  upon  which 
tbe  final  Revolution  in  France  had  taken 

{»laee  ? — **  this  society  had  laboured  long,  with 
ittle  prospect  of  success,-  before  the  com- 

mencement of  your  Revolution.  Conceive 
then  their  exultations  of  gratitude,'' — that  is, 
of  the  gratitude  of  this  society — **  when  by 
the  astonishing  efforts  of  your  nation,  they  b^ 
hold  the  reisn  of  reason  acquiring  an  exten- 

sion and  soliditv  which  promiseid  to  reward 
the  labour  of  ail  good  men,  by  securing  the 

happiness  of  their  fellow-creatures."  Now, 
I  bee  your  attention  to  the  next  passage;  this 
is  addressed  to  the  President  or  a  National 
Convention  in  a  country  that  has  rejected 
monarchy;  and  ̂ ou,  gentlemen,  giving  me 
that  attention,  which  I  call  upon  you  by  your 
oaths  to  give  me,  I  call  upon  you  to  make 
true  deliverance,  according  to  the  law  of  Eng- 

land, between  this  gentleman  and  the  coun- 
try, whether  1  have  not,  under  their  own  hand, 

a  declaration  of  their  own  purposes :  **  Innune^ 
rable  sodetiea''— this  is  to  toe  National  Con* 
vention— <*  Innumerable  societies  ̂ s  AtaUv 

nature  are  now  forming  themselvaastthiiMa* 
inoveryparlof; 
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Ecitc  a  spirit  of  universal  in- 

iirviuio  the  complicated  abuses  of  govern- 
'mplc  means  of  refonu/'  Docs 
>}>lication  toparltsimfinl?  No. 

i  >  t<^  a    National  Conventiimj 
:i  I  shall  gif  e  presently^ 

at   the   bur    himself. 

Attcr  the  exHrnpie  France  has  given/* — 
>w  whui  h  to  become  easy  do  you  think  ? — 
the  science  of  revohilion  will  br  rendered 

€A4y,  and  the  progrcs  ol'  reason  will  be  rapid, It  wonld  nol  be  strange  if»  in   a  period   far 
short  of  what  we  shiiU  venture  to  predict,  ad- 
di  itliiitilion  stiould  cross  the  seji^," 

'— ••  10  a  National  Convention  in 
l/ir^i'il  K.I 

l^ow,  I  a^k  yon  how  that  National  Con- 
v^r!»if.^  it*  Knglaud  was  to  be  brought  about? 
y-  \  to  be  brought  about,  upon  the 

J  t'  this  gentleman,  by  these  socic- 1  ^  ihey  state  to  the  French  National 
(  t  were  forming  in  this  country: 
aiid  u^>oii  the  same  system,  for  these  are  llie 
word^i  ujnjn  which  the  National  Absembly  in 
France  then  existed?  What  was  to  be  the 

effect,  revolutions  becoming  easy  in  conse- 
quence of  the  introduction  of  that  &y9lem 

upon  which  these  societies  were  formmw? 

"hy  is  thi're  to  be  a  National  Convention  m igland,  such  as  the  National  Convention  in 
ICC,  1o  which  addrci»se$  were  to  be  sent 

)ro  France?  Did  the  President  misunderstand 

*m  i*  It  would  be  a  most  extraordinary  cir- 
imsluncc  to  make  it  material  that  this  was 

H  a  time  of  war;  and  this  deserves  your 
lention ;  for  I  say  it  is  totally  indifferent 
ith  respect  to  the  effect  of  this  evidence ; 
1  1  bcp  and  entreat  I  may  have  the  cor- 
rtiofi  of  my  lord,  that  1  may  not  be  wrong 
staling,  thnt  it  is  wholly  indifferent  to  the 

lew  m  which  I  am  representing  the  case, 
to  sho%v  that  this  society  had  a  project  of 

convention,  as  contradistinguished  from 
trhamrnl,  to  overset  the  government  of 
England ;  thut  this  did  not  take  place  in  a 

Inu-  tjf  open  war.  Can  an  Enghsh  jury  mis- 
l  iientions  of  this  f];entleman,  when 
t  ■♦  ni  of  the  French  National  Con- 
rtau*M4  w  clearly  understood  them?    Had  he 
ly  views  but  those  of  tiic  subversion  of  the 
louarchy  of  the  country?  Give  me  leave  to 
ill  jfou  how  that  president  addresses  Frost 

Lfiow ;  and  both  these  gentlemen  might 
;n  cullcil  by  this  |entlcroan  at  the  bar 

rplam  this  transaction.     Hear  the  an- 
^CT— *'  BravL-  clitltiren  of  a  nation  which  has 

li!,(r.-  t.i  the  two  worlds,  and  CTeat  ex- 
universe,  you  have  addressed 

It  iujg  more  than  good  wishes, 
Iner  the  riuidiiiou  of  our  warriors  has  ex- 

iled your  solicitude." — Now,  mark  the  next 
je?  I^  this  a  fit  thing  for  an  English- 

l%n— a  friend  lo  limited  ref>rescntalion— a 

i'icnd  to   t"  rchy  of  his  country, — to ,rloc^  IS  possession  an  address 
14M*  N  * '  >  111  ♦.  onvention,  which  had  de- 

a  kincj  in  «i  constitution  with  a  repre- 
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senlalion  as  extensive  as  might  be? — "The 
dctenders  of  our  liberty/'  that  is,  those  who 
now  defend  our  French  hberty ;  and,  for  God's 
sake,  who  were  they  ?— "  will  one  day  be  the 
supporters  of  your  own  ;"  Gentlemen,  I  beg 
your  attention  to  the  interpretation  of  this 
passage,  when  I  come  to  read  one  or  two  other 
addresses  from  that  country — "  you  command 
our  esteem,  you  will  accept  our  gratitude;  the 
sons  of  liberty  thrmigh  the  world  will  never 
forget  their  obheations  to  the  English  t»a- 

tion."    Here  is  what  I  do  not  like  to  applv  a 
hard  word  to,  in  the  case  of  a  person  standrns^ 
charged  with  a  crime;  but  here  is  the  effect  of 
thatfraud  which  I  complain  of  in  their  pub- 

lications, and  their  misrepresentations  of  their 
numbers.    Indeed,  gentlemen,  this  is  a  most, 
serious  part  of  this  case ;  for,  when  you  re- 

collect what  the  French  Convention*  did,  I^ 
think,  upon  the  15th  or  19th  of  November  or' December,  170?,  when  they  came  to  a  decree 
that  they  would  support  all  people,  in  all 

countries,  who  were  pleased  to  assert  their* 
liberty  against  their  constitution,    no  maa' living  can  ever  seriously   hesitate   whether 
these  very  addresses  were  not  one  cause  of  ̂ 

the  calamities  of  this  country  in  which  we' 
are  now  involved. — **  What  they  owe  to  the 

English  nation;"  now,  who  were  this  Eng* 
lish  nation,  whose  character  these  clubs  dared 
thus  to  as.%ume  ?  why,  you  see  what  they  arc,; 

and  who  they  were,  and  this  gentleman  now' at  the  bar  is  to  tell  you  that  their  numbers  ̂ 

were  small,  their  funds  inconsiderable ;  though' 
I  shall  show  you,  by.and' by,  that  they  thoueht,  ̂ 

or  represented  that  they  thought,  "that  tncylj amounted  to  the  rcpreseoUtives  of  700,000 
males  in  this  country.  They,  defending  them- 

selves now  against  this  charge,  are  pleased  to- turn  into  ridicule  the  numbers  anu  funds  orl 

the  society,  by  observations,  which  I  shall  ̂ ^ 
sati*>fy  you  presently  have  nothing  upon  earlhl 

to  do  with  the  real  merits  of  this  cause ;  and" 
yet  they  have  no  difficulty  to  represent  them 

selves,  speaking  to  the  government  of  France,*] 
speaking  of  thc^ovcrnmcnt  under  which  theyj] 

live  as  the  English  nation.    They  then  pro-* 
ceed  thus—"  The  shades  of  Pyni,  of  Harap. 
den,  and  of  Sidney  are  hovering  over  your* 
heads,  and  the  moment  cannot  be  distantil 
when  the  people  of  France  will  offer  their  < 
irratulations  to  a  National  Convention  in  £ng^ 

tand." 

Now,  I  would  ask  you,  centlemen,  if  ihel 
president   of   the   National  Convention    of 
France,  such  as  it  was  at  that  day,  when  U 
was  addressing  itself  to  Mr.  Frost  and  Mr, 
Barlow,  ever  thought  of  sending  an  address  te 
a  National  Convention  of  En^tand,  like  Ihos 
meetings  or  conventions  which  were  talke 
of  in  the  year  1780  or  1785,  which  wctc 
submit  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  tl 
petitions  of  the  people,  with  such  effect 
those  petitions  presented  by  delegates,  ralN 
than  by  individuals,  might  have. 

Gentlemen,  1  feel  this  as  a  grave  part  ol 
the  case,  I  will  press  nothing  improperly,  but 
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I  deure  the  case  mav  be  as  gravely  tard  as 

.  I  shall  stete  it    What  says  the  piesideDty 

again— ̂   GeDerous  repukUcans^  your   ap- 
{learance  in  this  place  will  ferm  an  epoch  u 
the  history  qi  niankind;  history  will  conse- 

crate the  di^  when,  from  a  nation  long  re^ 
garded  as  a  rival,  and  in  the  nan^  of  a  great 
munber  of  vour  fellov^tizens,  you  appeared 
in  the.  oiiost  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  France,  and  she  will  not  forget  to 
recount  that  our  hearts  eipanded  at  the  sight. 
Tell  the  society  which  d^ted  you,  and  as-^ 
SUM  your  fellow-otisens  in  general,  that  in 
your  friends  the  French  you  luve  found  men." 
Now,  did  the  gentleman  at  the  har  do  other- 

wise, with  respect  to  this,  than  he  hid  done 
with  respect  to  the  publications  of  Barlpw  and 
Esine?  By  the  way.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  tha^ 
t^oqgh  he  disliked  these  pqbliatimsof  Mne 
s^  much,  as  far  as  they  reh^ed  |q  moatrnhj 
m  aristocraqr,  he  had  no  obieciion,  ae  Jor- 

dan's evidence  states,  to  be  consulisd  about 
thepuhlicalk>nof  them— he  had  no  pldec«ien 
to  go,  as  Chapman  states,  with  Fame  to 
the  bookseller^s  while  tb^y  were  printing- 
he  had  no  objection  to  send  them  forth,  aa 

«  fiur  as  communications  made  by  the  soeie^, 
at  fiir  as  the  Society  for  Constitinional  Infor- 

mation oeuld  send  th^  forth*  in  their  im- 
perfec^state,  and  without  one  hmt  how  those 
to  whom  thev  were  addressed  ocwM  diacrimi- 
t^rte  the  bad  from  the  good  parts.    Had  he 
atgraluection  to  lecriTe  this  cemmunicaikm 
^om  the  Natkmal  Convention  of  FraneeP 
Had  be  aQy  olgectioa  i(»  being  cpnsidered  as 
a  generpMS  republican  by  the  presideot  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France,  which,  for 
important  reasons,  he  has  aq  otyection  to  be> 
ing  considered  Iw  a  jury  of  his  own  country^ 
men  now  i  Pid  he  tell  Mr.  Frqst— Sir,  you 
hfve  mistaken  this  errand  as  our  delegate ; 
3rou  have  mistaken  the  errand  to  the  conven- 

tion in  France?  Did  he  u)l  Frost  he  had  ex- 
ceeded his  commission?  Did  he  toll  Frost  that 

he  hed  been  guilty  of  a  daring  abnse  of  the 
confidence  placed  m  him,  so  to  state  them  to 
the  president  of  the  National  Convention? 
and  tnat,  in  additk^n  to  the  guilt  of  that  daring 
abu^  he  was  guilty  of  adanng  hisult  to  bring 
him  hack  such  an  answer?  No  I  Buty  as  they 
had  thanked  Mr.  Paine  inlhebooksof  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  iDfitmatioQ,  and 
had  ordered  19,000  copies,  in  one  instance,  of 
a  work  of  Paiae's  to  be  publi^bed,  Mr*  Joel 
Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost  are  paid  for  this  great 
and  k>yal  work  which  they  had  been  doingr- 
they  are  paid  for  bringing  back  to  England 
t^  sentimento  of  the  prnident  of  the  Na- 
tu»nal  ConventKHi,  that  the  Conetitutmnal 

Society  were  **  aenerous  repubtifians.'' and  had 
the  thanks  of  that  society  given  to  them ;  and 
not  only  given  to  them,  but,  unless  I  misre- 
cpUect  the  evidence,  with  a  view  to  draw  the 
public  mmds  to  tfais  transaction,  tbethanka 
were  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  public 
newspapers. 

The  estfdilWiiiiMitfif  A  tfalional  (torso* 

2V»af  ̂ JdU  Uofme  ̂ oM 

im 
tieA  in  France,  was  not  the  first  p«iod  ia 
wbioh  a  convention  to  overturn  the  gpfvens* 
meat  of  Great  Britain  was  thou|^  of;  bat 
here  I  call  back  your  atlentMMi  to  ̂   meet  im- 

portant pert  of  tlie  evidence  in  this  caiwe  I 
QManr-and  I  beg  to  state  it  to  my  losd'aia* 
collection  too,  loir  it  appeara  to  me  to  be  • 
paper  most  eicesaively  importaut  in  thiacase^ 
and  a  paper  wftiich.  as  I  think,  would  have 
prevented  the  |>ossibility  of  any  man  ia  any 
9f  these  societiea  fiontending  that  be  waa 

ecticig  upon  the  duke  of  Ricbmond'a  plai»— I mean  the  address  of  the  ftth  of  Augustp  UM9 
of  the  OofrespoodingjBocie^.  ^ 

Gentiemen,  why  do  I  state  this  to  W  im* 
portent  f— because  it  helps  to  ascertain  the 
end  with  lespeol  to  which  the  $oqteh  Cqb- 
vention  in  U03  was  to  be  formed— beeause  it 
helps  to  asoertw  the  ̂   with  reqwct  to 
which  the  eonYe^tion*  which  was  to  be  held 
In  a  secret  pkw^  that  was  not  to  be  nanjied^ 
in  the  year  17M,  was  to  be  formed.  In 
August,  1799,  Ma^gsiot  and  Haidy  consulted 
l^r^Tooke.upuii  ̂ n  liddrc^:^— I  ua  not  say 
tm^t  he  sent  Uiem  an  answer,  ber Au»e  I  eau* 

not  briqg  proct  al'  thiit— but  having  coasultad him  upon  )he  rough  copy  of  ihctr  addrass, 
previous  to  its  being  prmted-^the  adtjfesa  ot 
the^  London  Cofrespandlag  Suciety  to  the 
nation:  in  thi&  they  detail  abuses^  £t>me  with 
truth,  nr,  gepUemen^  there  is  no  govemoMnt 
in  which  some  abtisee  do  not  eibt;  and  one 
of  the  practices  of  which  this  counUy  hu 
meet  to  complain  of  in  these  societies  is  thisy 
that  they  do  not  allow  men  of  ordinary  un- 

derstandings to  distinguish  between  abuses  in 
the  admioistratkm  of  the  government,  and 
vices  in  the  form  and  constitotion  of  the  go- 

vernment This  forms  the  wickedness  of 

corresponding  with  spch  people  as  Broom* 
head.  Where  Mr.  Tooke  gut  the  name  of 
Broomheed,  to  associate  him  with  himself,  in 
the  Constitutbnsl  Society,  I  cannot  conceive; 
but  this  forms  the  mischief,  and,  I  am  sociy 
to  have  to  use  the  wordi  the  wickedness;  but 
this  forms  the  mischief  of  corresponding  upon 
such  suj^ects  with  such  men,  unless  ;rou  ei« 
plain  most  fully  to  them ;  I  say  explain  ful]|y, 
becauR  there  is  no  sukyect,  perhaps,  that  you 
might  not  write  to  any  man  safely  upon,  if 
you  do  not  mislead  his  mind,  but  act  honestly 
with  him.  In  this  address  of  the  6th  of  Aur 
nist,  which  was  afterwards  approved  of  in  the 
Constitutional  Society,  apd  Mr.  Tooke  Ym$ 

not  dared  to  call  a  s'mgle  witness  out  of  the Constitutional  Society  to  contradict  what  ap- 

pears upon  the  book  as  to  this  circumstance— 
m  this  paper,  dated  uoon  the  6th  of  August, 
17M,  a  year  before  the  Scoteh  Conventkin 
was  thought  of,  a  year  and  many  months  be^ 
fore  the  £ngheh  Convention  was  thought  of, 
th^  dutinCMy  sUte  to  the  world,  a(tor  stating 
those  grievancus  what  are  we  to  do  ?  ansuv 
to  look  to  the  king  ibr  redress?  to  Ml  Hi 
peifiamei^^ redress ?-^No!  weamto.Mk 
tolheie  aoffeties  for  rednaal  to  Mi«Ml» 
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tl       *  i  iibl  for  what  purpose  they  were tt  societies,  unless  you  can  be 

nifji  c>T"iiuiuii*5  enough  to  believe,  thai  those 
who  ditt%'ow  any  application  to  partiatnent 
mmn  an  applicstion  to  parliament;  and  that 
tbo»e  who  tiold  a  language  to  France  about 
o  N4tional  Convention,  such  as  I  have  slated, 
hetd  that  tatiguage  not  aboiil  a  National  Con- 

vention in  England,  to  act  as  tlicy  acted  in 
France,  but  about  a  National  Convention  in 
En:;bn(l,  to  address  that  parliament  which 
^|h  H  tly  state  they  will  never  resort  to  ? 

L  jlII.  Look  at  the  works  of  I'ainc, 
wtuch  these  societies  have  ilissetninated— 
iMikM  ihe  works  of  Barlow^  which  these  so- 

iiXf-r-  f:-ve  disseminated  ;  ihey  do  not  only 
fit  Hy  of  ajpplying  to  parliament,  but 
*  tli^^  p.,.'  Urthcr,  lor  they  slate,  in  the  most 
distioct  terms,  that  if  parliament  were  even 
to  give  them  a  new  toustitiilion,  Ihey  ought 
Dot  10  lake  it  if  it  was  not  consistent  with  the 

principles  of  the  rights  of  man.  Is  a  jury  of 
Englishmen  then  to  believe  that  men,  pro- 
fciaiii?  those  opinions,  meant,  contrary  to  the 
very  Mjvimia  tenor  of  their  language,  to  do 
that  which  ray  learned  friends  have  been 

to  insist,  and  which  it  is  necessary  for 
irpose  you  should  bcJicvc  U»«y  roeantf 
led  friends  have  never  contended  for 

their  innocence,  if  they  meant  to  have  such 
a  National  Convention  in  England  as  tliey 
had  in  Francffc;  it  was  nat  contended  for,  or 
but  faintly  at  least,  if  that  was  the  thing  de- 

igned. My  learned  friend  says  now,  if  it  was 
iolended  to  be  brought  by  force !  If  he  allows 
to  me  that  ihey  meant  a  Nattonal  Convene 
lion   

Mr.  Ertkine, — No,  you  know  I  do  not  allow 
you  any  Auch  thing. 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.— Gentlemen,  I  say 
the  counsel  have  not  ventured  to  state,  thai  if 
tiiey  meant  such  a  National  Convention  tn 

'^  gland  as  they  meant  in  France,  and  that ational  Convention  was  to  %ct  with  force, 
that  the  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  upon  this 
indictment  found  guilty. 
Now,  gentlemen,  give  me  leave  to  ask  you 

mother  thing.  Tlie  counsel  for  the  gentle- 
man find  it  absolutely  necessary,  in  some  way 

or  other,  to  apologixe  for  the  publication  of 

Paine's  works.  You  have  heali  how  they 
apologised.*  I  insist  upon  it,  befcre  you,  and 
put  it  to  my  lord  to  tell  you  whether  I  insist 
upon  it  rightly,  for  what  counsel  say  ought  I 
to  have  no  weight,  except  so  far  as  it  is  » 

conlirroed  by  tlic  Court,  and  your  reason  ' 

adopts  it — I'do  affirm,  before  you,  that  if 
iliO§9  books  of  Paine's  were  published,  one 
after  another,  with  a  view  tinally  to  bring 
about  a  National  Convention  in  England, 

rhich  was  to  overset  bv  force  the  government 
this  country,  tliat  the  publication  of  any 

is  high  treason, 
friends  have  said,  Is  the  attorney- 
berc  to  be  such  a  monster  as  to  indict 

»Mtioual  Society,  with  all  the 

u  been  guilty  of  tbtbc  things.' 
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God  Almighty  forbid !  If  you  don't  find 
gentleman  know  the  meaning  of  what  h©  ' 
oing,  he  is  not  an  object  of  prosecution^ 

This  ar*;ument  would  have  d<ine  in  the  rebeH 
lion  of  1745  and  1715,  when  a  hundrocJ  thoil*] 
sand  persons  were  concerned  in  treason,  bi 

the  principle  of  the  \nA\c\'  f»f  the  law  of  En^ 
land  is  this,  not  to  law  to  all  ner- 
sons  to  whom  it  is  nj  ;  but  to  apply  Hi 
to  such  persons  to  whom  it  is  fairly  applM 
cable,  that  by  force  of  the  example,  obedienc«j 
to  the  law  may  be  secured.  So  I  say  here,  t' 
prosecute  this  gentleman  in  the  discharge  df  1 
my  bounden  duty,  having  received  his  ma^f 

jesly's  command,  he  being  advised  by  tb^ 
constitutional  advice,  in  which  he  acts  ii 
every  circumstance  of  his  royal  character  anc 

capacity.  I  brin»  him  here  as  a  principal  pefwj 
son,  undcrstandmg  the  whole  of  this  tram 
actionj,  and  knowing  what  the  meaning 
and  what  the  project  was,  which  he 
finally  to  accomplish. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  give  rac  leave 
ask  you,  did  it  not  apjiear  to  you  that  thttl 
leading  counsel  for  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,' 
found  the  necessity  of  apologising  for  the  pub*^ 
lication  of  Paine's  books  ?  He  mentioned  ic 
you  a  circumstance  us  a  fact,  which  I  won*! 
take  notice  of,  because  it  was  not  pr  '  Tfl 
one  could  wish  that,  in  the  admiin  f 
justice,  such  things  never  were  au..,L.uiittJ, 
because  it  disables  the  fair  administration  ol 

justice.  I'nlesa  when  he  took  leave  to  m« 
tidn  what  I  allude  to,  he  had  told  you  ah 
that  there  was  an  idea  that  Mr.  Paine  wouU 

not  be  able  to  support  the  expense  of  a  pi 
secution,  I  was  sure  ray  friend  would  not  at«| 
tempt  to  prove  it,  I  say  no  more  upon  thi 
circumstance,  but  whether  there  was  such 
idea,  or  not,  that  he  could  not  support  thj 
expense,  is  it  in  any  way  material  ?  Look 
the  resolutions  we  have  road  to  you— at  the 
very  instant  when  a  prosecution  had  been 

commenced  by  his  mayesty's  then  attorney- 
general*  against  a  book,  which  I  venture  to 
say  has  done  more  mischief  in  fact,  whe- 

ther iis  publication  be  high  treason  or  not " than  all  other  libellous  publications  ptit  U 

gether.  When  his  majesty's  then  attornei 
general  set  about  proseajting  the  boult,^ 
what  did  the  Constitutional  .Society  do? 

Those  friends  to  limited  representation,  and 
to  the  constitution  of  the  government! 
The  prosecution  was  commenced  against 
those  parts  of  the  book  which  run  down 
the  monarchy  of  the  country.  Paine  sends 
them  word  that  he  is  going  to  publish  a 

cheap  edition  of  those  works,  and  there  be- 
ing merely  the  rumour  of  a  prosccu  lion,  an  J 

Mr.  Paine,  I  believe,  not  stating  to  them  any 
thing  like  inability  to  defend  himself  against 

the  prosecution — upon  the  mere  rumour  of 
that  prosecution,  tney  form  a  commillcc  to 
  .._          ,         Tr-   ir^   

*  Sir  Archibald  Macdonald;  at  the  tinnj:  of 

this  trial,  lord  chief  baron  of  ihc  court  of  ̂ '^ dicquer. 
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inquke  whether  there  «m  wj  truth  aboiil  i^ 
or  not.  Whv,  if  the  geotleoitii  at  the  bar 
.bad  reallv  thought,  as  he  b  laid  to  have 
thought  aoout  those  part%  which  relate  to  the 
mooarch  J  of  the  country,  could  he  have  sup^ 
posed  that  it  was  possible  that  there  should 
notbeaprosecutiouaboutit?  Would  pot  he 
himself  have  been  disposed  to  hold  the  lan- 

guage which  he  held  in  1780, 178S,  1785,  find 
178$— would  he  .not  have  said,  Mr.  X^aine 
how  can  I  contradict  all  the  nassages  oif  my 
life,  from  1780  to  1780,  and  become  a  aub- 
scriber  to  defend  yqu  agsiost  a  prosecution  for 
a  work,  which  prosecution  relates  to  those 
parts  of  jour  work,  which  I  have  always  been 
condemuinjg-*(which  I  have  nevertheless 
.Wen  sending  to  Sheffield,  Norwich,  Man- 
.chester,  and  various  other  places)-*how  can  I 
join  in  protecting  youaninst  such  a  prose- 

cution as  thatf  yihj !  Because  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  say  tmtt  the  law  of  tbe  Und  is 

to  be  thus  insulted.  Gentlemen,  1  beg  your 
attention  to  this,  forjt  has  a  most  important 

jofltienoe'in  thu  cause.  It  belongs  to  the 
juries  of  til c  counLrv  io  K'A)\  whether  theeo- 
.vemment  ot  EngWid  shall  be  equal  to  l^p 
functions  which  the  law  {>rEaghmdha#gj|ven 
it;  but  I  venture  to  s^  timt  if  books  are  to 
be  publishedi  and  tjisper^cd  in  the  mann^  in 
which  the  Cons^tituiional  Society  have  {Hib- 
lished  and  di^piiraed  tlie  works  of  Paine,  some- 

times in  the  name  of  the  Corresponding  So- 
oetYp  and  sometimes  in  ot^r names;  that 
.the  frequency  of  the  occasion  for  the  applica- 

tion of  the  law  of  England  makes  the  law  of 
England  a  dead,  letter.  The  liberty  of  the 
press  -must  be  under  due  animadversion  of  the 
law;  it  must  not  be  under  more;  but  the  li- 

berty of  .the  press  must  never  be  so  used  as 
that  by  the  frequency  of  the  lirentipu&ness 
of  it,  it  shall  palsy  the  arm  of  the  law,  and 
make  it  unequal  to  its  functions. 

Gentlemen,  is  this  all?  I  will  suppose  a 
case  for  the  sake  of  an  argument,  which  one 
has  heard  in  almost  all  cases  of  libels;  be  so 
good  (as  it  is  said  in  such  cases  generally)  as 
to  look  into  all  parts  of  these  books,  the 
Rights  of  Man,  part  the  fir^t,  and  second ! 
Do  not  condemn  a  person  prosecuted  for  the 
offensive  parts  of  a  work ;  do  not  condemn 
him  forparts,  for  upon  the  whole  he  meant 
well.  There  are,  as  a  witness  had  told  you, 
offensive  parts  in  the  Bible :  is  a  man,  there- 

fore, not  to  read  the  Bible  ?— you  must  cer- 
tainly take  the  whole  works  together,  and  I 

am  content  to  sav  if,  looking  at  both  parts  of 
the  Rifthts  of  Mao,  and  looking  at  them  at- 
tentively,  ̂ ou  can  have  any  doubt  of  their 
being  published  with  an  intent  to  affect  the 
nionarch^r  of  this  coiinlry,  that  then  the  de- 

fendant ii»  to  liave  the  benefit  of  every  part 
that  he  chooses ;  but  I  defy  you  to  find  an 
apology  for  printing  and  publishing  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Dundas,  which  sUte<«,  in  the  most 
distinct  terms,  the  fully,  ab&urdity,  and  non- 

sense of  hereditarv  monarchy  in  any  country, 
and  that  is  published,  and  you  obbervc,  from 

the  paper  read  to  you,  ̂ ot  by  MofB.  If  I 
was  to  publish  Paino's  works»  prinlQa  hif 
others,  impiovidently,  without  an  evil  inteo- 
tion,  I  do  not  sav  but,  tbiat  in  that.  Cfae,  the 
necessities  of  public  safety  might  require  that 
the  question  should  be  distmctly.  ̂ put  to  a 
junr,  whether  I  did.publish  thcin  without  ab 
evil  intention;  but  what  is  to  be  aiiddy  if  a 
man  sets  up  a  press,  and  prints  then,  and  so 
|mblislM8  tpem  to  the  world?  lie  ia  to  ail 
poljticu  intents  and  purposes  th^  author  of 
them.  Now  what  is  to  be  said  for  tlie  society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  with  respect 
to. the  publication  I  last  mentioned,  aod.fiw 
the  Corresponding  Socie^,  when  it  puVUalied 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Paine  to  the  people  itfn^ 
at  the  time  that  that  hoDwrary  oiambcc.  foe 

occasional  visitbr,  call  Imn  which  you  wiQ.'of Jthe  Constitution^  Socie^,  becaine  a  memiter 
of  the  French  OonventionP  This  is  an  im- 

portant fact^^he  was  at  that  time,  or.  was 
about  to  become,  upon  his  own  principles  a 
member  of  that  National  Conventkm,  whidi 
hb  co-associates  iq  ,the  Constitutional  So* 
ciety.  Frost  and  Barlow,  were  afterwards  to address. 

.Gentlemen,  ̂   passages  in  this  book  are 
not  to  be  mimndersiood.  and  why  the  Cor- 

responding Society  pubUshed  this  book  in 
jSngland,  or  whv  the  society  for  Constitutional 
Information  published  the  other  book  ia  Eng- 

land, exc<»t  for  the  purpo^  of  its  having  an 
effect  in  England,  and  not  in  France,  is  a 
question  that  the  counsel  for  the,  gentleman 
nave  not  even  ventured  to  state,  much  less  to 
discuss.  .Nqw,  gentlemen,  you  will  find  that 
.they  state  here  thus — **  When  those  contra^ 
dictions  shall  be  removed,  and  the  constitu- 

tion be  made  conformable  to  the  declaration 

of  rights."  "  When  the  bagatelles"— now 
these  are  the  publications  of  men  well  at- 

tached to  monarchy  in  Great  Britain — ^  when 
the  bagatelles  of  monarchy,  rovalty,  regency, 
and  hereditary  succession  shall  be  exposed, 
with  all  their  absurdities,  a  new  ray  of  light 
will  be  thrown  over  the  world,  and  the  Revo- 

lution will  derive  new  strength  by  being  uni- 
vcrsall)r  understood.'*  And  in  another  pas- 

sage it  is  stated—"  It  is  no  longer  the  paltry 
cause  of  kings,  or  this  or  that  individual,  that 
calls  FraoM^nd  her  armies  into  action,  it  is 
the  great  Mse  of  all,  it  is  the  esublishmcnt 
of  a  new  era,  that  shall  blot  despotism  from 
the  earth,  and  fix  on  the  lasting  principles  of 
peace  and  citizenship,  the  great  repuolic  of 
man."  France  was  fighting  for  liberty — for 
what?  For  herself?  No  I  that  she  might 
carry  the  standard  of  libertv  into  all  nations; 
and  this  is  the  address  of  the  Correspondiiig 
Society  to  the  people  of  France,  published  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  England. 

Why,  gentlemen,  this  is  precisely  in  cor- 
respondence with  what  Barlow  had  bean 

doing  upon  the  6th  of  October.  This  b  pre* 
cisely  what  Paine  foretold  in  his  Rights  «f 
Man,  that  Mr.  Paine,  who  has  been  auAn 
friend  to  Great  Britain^  and  who 



Jot  High  Treason* 
that  he  endeavoured  to  get  an  opijor- 

litj  to  come  over  from  America  to  Eng- 

idy  vr'ubgut  being  known,  and  to  reiitain  in ifclv  lill  lie  could  get  out  a  publication  thai 
iould  lipcn  Ihc  eye*»  of  the  country  willj  rt?- 

:l  to  ihc  niHdnc%9  and  stupidity  of  its  go- 
jrnraenl;  he  who  was  to  sUow  thut  all  Ibis 

lit  was  >tiipidity  and  rnHduesa,  is 
a  member  of  this  Constiuitioaal 

rl^  — diid  it  is  the  uuilbrra  lani^iw;;e  uf  all 
MiblicHtionSf  that  lljosc  priiniplcs^  the 
ma.blCf  imprescriptible  principles  of  the 

;ht!i«ol  Miin,  necessarily  lead  to  the  depu* 
iJOik  of  a  king;  and,  with  that  propojjitioo 
BtioctI)  and  clearly  before  them,  and  pub. 
led  by  ihcm,  it  remains  yet  lo  li«  j.t;4led  to 
why  those  pubhcationa  were  circulated  in 
It  Britain. 

As  tw  what  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  meant 
a  National  Convention,  and  what  it  was 

do»  I  refer  you  aijain,  without  gping  through 
to  ihe  letter  ol  the  editor  of  the  Patriot  at 

Id,  and  to  the  answer  which  has  that 

in  it  about  monarchy  and  aristocracy, 
li;i»i  been  frequently  mentioned  to  you  j 

and  I  lnig  also  to  refer  you  lo  a  letter  sent  to 
Uurresponding  Society,  the  connexion  of 

Its  gentleman  with  which,  I  think  1  have 
wt  tlilly  established ;  a  letter  from  Stock- 

Port  in  September,  1793,  tliat  Stockport,  the 
irccmcn  of  which  the  Lonflon  ConstilutioKal 
Society  slate,  in  the  letter  of  the  Dth  of  No- 

vember, to  be  fellow-labourers  with  them  io 
the  same  cau5e— in  the  cause  of  that  freedom, 
which  was  to  destroy  the  vipers  monarchy 
and  aristocracy.    What  do  the  freemen  of 
Stockport  Bay  in  this  letter  to  the  Ixindon 

Corre** ponding  Society  of  the  S7lh  of  Septen>- 
ber.  1792  ?   Why  they  say,  advcrling  to  that 
niper  of  the  6lh  of  Aijgu>l,  1792,  which  came 
ttom  the  Corrcsponilinj^  Society,  and  with  re- 

spect to  which  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  had 
been  consul  ted;  they  say  that  your  paper  of 
the  6lh  of  Au^tisl,  179'2,  does  not  rise  high 
enough ;  we,  freemen  of  Stockport,  we  wish 
to  be  eoverued  by  no  power  that  has  not  been 
immediately  constituted  by  ourselves ;  they 
Kay  that  ihe  parhanvent  i?  incompetent  to  th« 
work,  whibl  the  House  of  I^ords  retains  its 
present  authority  in  the  legislature,  and  while 
the  bench  of  bishons  retain  their  seats  in  the 

House  of  Lords.    They  say,  will  not  the  evils 
be  done  away  all  at  once  by  a  convention, 
ind  then  the  answer,  which  is  written  in  the 
nme  month  of  November,  I  think,  from  the 
Corresponthng  Society  by  Mr,  Mar^arot,  ao 
liiociated  member  ot  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety, and  Hardy,  an  assucintcd  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Society;    that  letter,   to 
which  also  I  beg  your  attention  when  this 
Case  H  summed  up,  it  states  to  these  per- 

sons—*' That  they  are  glad  to  find  them  so 

hearty*  m  this  cause,  that  ihey  speak  out*'^ — 
that  IS  the  language  of  the  letter — "  as  far  as 
fnideoce  and  discretion  will  permit  them  lo 

speak  out.^ — You  assure  us,*'  say  they,  "  tliat 
mtmerous  other  reibitns  will  follow,  if  a  imi- 
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versal  representation  of  the  people  was  ob- 
tained/' Numerous  other  reforms!  What 

other  reforms  were  to  follow  ?  W  by,  say  these 
persons,  writing  lo  the  Stockport  Society, 

"  get  that,  and  Si  the  other  reforms  that  you 
want  will  follow.  Point  your  object  to  that^^ 
that  is  as  much  as  we  can,  in  prudence  and 
discretion,  at  present  declare;  and  our  ad- 

dresses,*' I  hey  say  **  are  stated  in  as  strong 

language  as  wc  can  now  venture,"  Now  wljat 
was  the  strong  language  which  they  could 

then  venture  ?'^  Why,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  this— that  they  would  seek  no  redress  of 
the  king,  that  they  would  seek  no  redress  of 

the  parliament,  but  that  they  would  *cek  re- dress in  their  own  societies. 

Gentlemen,    it    was  farther  necessary  to 
teach  in  Great  Britain  what  was  meant  oy  a 

convention  of  the  people. — The  people  of  this 
coujitry  are  extremely  wedded  to  the  consti- 

tution under  which  wc  live.    Opinbn  is  the 

great  support  of  this  government,  as  it  is  of 
every  other,  and  we  have  formed  our  opinion 
upon  the  experience  of  ages.     I  say  for  my- 

self, as  a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  I  hope  I 
sliall  be  in  my  grave  before  wc  part  with  the 
bcne6t  of  that  experience.     I  believe,  gentle- 

men, that  most  of  the  individuals  who  have 
been  misled  to  form  the  Scotch  Convention, 
and  to  meditate  another  convention  by  the 
effects  of  resolutions,  and  circular  letters,  and 

meetings  in  the  open  air,  and  a  great  many 
other  things,  that  my  friends  have  not  ven- 

tured to  taJte  notice  of  in  this  gre^t  cause ; 

I  beUcve,  gentlemen,  they  would  once  have 
said  with  rne,  may  we  all  be  in  our  graves 
before   this  change    of  system    shall    take 

place!  That  there  are  evds  in  the  govern- 
ment of  tlic  country,  no  man  will  deny ;  bul 

that  they  were  felt  in  that  extent,  in  which 
the  country  societies  have  been  taught  to  feel 

them,  and'tn  which  the  country  societies  have been  instructed  to  teach  others  to  believe 
them,  I  do  not  believe ;  and  I  refer  you  to  the 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Patriot,  as  a  proof 

tliat  tills  country  would  have  been,  iti  its 
union  of  sentiments,  iinduubtedly  the  happiest 

country  in  the  world,  m  I  believe,   in  fact^  it 
still  is,  notwithstanding  the   propagation  of 

these  doctrines,  if  these  doctrines  had  not 

been  propagated  with  that  art,  which  makes 
the  power  of  the  law  unequal  to  the  mischiefs 
which  are  committed  against  it.    You  would 

have  seen,  but  for  this,  little  of  the  trans- 
actions, the  nature  and  tendency  of  which  we 

are  discussing  here  this  day.— It  was  neces- 
sary to  work  down  by  art  the  love  and  affec- 

tion of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  for  their 
constitution,  not  of  those  friends  lo  limited 
representation  living  in  London,  that  enlist 
all  men  alike,  or  the  society  at  Stockporl^ 
that  will  lake  no  government  but  what  their 
society  constituted,  but  of  men  in  other  places, 
whom  they  associated  with  themselves,  and 

who  had  ioubls  and  fears  about  their  views, 

who  ask  them  if  they  mean  to  pluck  of  mo- 

narchy by  the  rouU— to  sudi  men  it  wa«  ae 3  M 
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oessary  to  bold  a  dark,  cautious,  mysterious 
lansuBge— to  others,  who  desire  to  be  satis- 

fied, it  was  necessary  to  state  nothing  openly, 
but  to  say,  jget  only  this  represeniation,  and 
all  will  be  nght;  and,  in  short,  it  was  neces- 
9tJ^  to  put  together,  if  I  may  so  express  my* 
aelt,  into  the  coach  that  is  to  go  to  Hounslow, 
and  beyond  Hounslow,  all  sorts  of  men,  some 
to  get  out  short  of  Hounslow,  some  to  go  to 
Hounslow,  some  to  another  place,  and  some 
to  Uie  end  of  the  joumegr.  For  the  purpose 
of  carrying  their  project  into  execution,  they 
enlist  all  men,  of  all  sentiments,  with  respect 
to  government,  and,  at  a  hazard,  the  extent  of 
which  they  see.  Do  the^  not  do  these  things 
I  desire  oT^ou  to  determine,  when  you  come 
to  do  that  justice  which  you  are  to  do  Tour 
country,  and  the  gentleman  at  the  bar,  who  is 
an  essential  part  of  your  country,  and  whose 

country,  upon  this  occasion,  you  are— Do 
they  not  do  these  things,  resolved  to  carry 
thou*  project,  even  if  it  was  a  more  limited 

n'sct,  into  execution,  thoujgh  it  could  not one  without  the  hazard  ofenabline  others 
to  effectuate  farther  purposes,  whicn  they 
would  now  disavow,  when  the  coach  had 
got  to  Hounslow.  this  gentleman,  perhaps, 
might  not  be  able  to  get  out;  when  he  nad 
driven  other  persons  in  the  coach  there,  the 
persons  in  the  coach  might  have  driven  him 

farther ;  but  I  do  n'ot  see  that  it  is  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  a  man*s  going,  apparently  for  a 
common  purpose,  with  others  to  Hounslow, 
who,  he  knew,  intended  to  go  a  jgreat  deal 
figuther — that  he  bad,  in  his  own  mmd,  an  in* 
tention  to  stop  there — One  exertion  of  the 
art  I  have  spoken  of,  was,  to  take  care  that 
the  character  of  a  convention  should  be  taught 
in  England.  They  have  told  you,  on  the  6th 
of  August,  1792,  tiiat  they  were  to  have  no- 

thing to  do  with  the  parliament — that  is  the 
effect  of  the  evidence^ they  have  addressed 
the  National  Convention  m  France:  they 
have  received  an  answer  from  the  president 
of  the  National  Convention,  under  the  cir- 

cumstances I  have  mentioned  :  if  these  ad- 

dresses meant  nothing  with  respect  to  Eng- 
land, what  are  we  to  say  with  respect  to  their 

transactions,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  citizen 
Barr^re,  to  ciUzen  St.  Andre,  to  citizen  Ro- 

land, to  those  two  entries  in  the  Constitu- 

tional Society's  book,  where  they  state  the 
speech  of  Barr^re  and  St.  Andr^,  as  given  in 
the  Moniteur,  I  think,  of  the  4tb,  5th,  6th, 
and  7 til  of  Julv.  I  ask  now,  for  I  have  not 
beard  it  stated,  what  was  the  purpose  of  this? 
What  object  could  the  Constitutional  Society, 
which  has  done  all  those  acts,  with  respect 
to  a  National  Convention,  have  in  view  by 
thisP  Did  those  who  came  to  this  resolution, 
and  not  only  came  to  it,  but  who  ordered  this 
resolution  to  be  printed  in  the  public  newspa- 

pers, did  they  mean  any  thing  by  it,  or  nothing? 
if  they  meant  any  thing  by  it,  I  should  be  ex- 

cessively glad  that  human  ingenuity  would 
Ull  me  what  it  was  that  they  £d  mean  by  it, 
bin  to  dnw  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the 

nature  of  that  convention,  which  they  thepor 
selves  were  to  speak  of,  and  hereafter  to  inr 
stitute  in  different  paits  of  this  kingdom- 
Gentlemen,  I  cannot  believe,  because  Sow  is 
it  possible  ?  I  am  sure,  if  it  were  possible,  I 
should  be  very  elad  to  state  it  to  you,  to  say 
to  you,  that  calling  t)ie  public  attention,  to 
what  I  am  now  going  to  mention  to  you,  is 
consistent  with  any  of  those  passaees  between 
1780  and  1789,  that  you  nave  heard  of  In 
the  transactions  of  the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 
You  will  give  me  leave,  when  I  state  to  you 
that  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  thenl,  to  bes 
that  you  mH  attempt  to  do  it  on  the  part  <» 
the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 

Gentlemen,  ̂ ou  observe  that  the  reaolutioii 
for  admitting  citizen  St.  Andr§  into  the  Con- 

stitutional Society,  has  been  produced  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke.    i  ou  will  recol- 

lect also,  that  not  one  single  individual  of  Uie 
Constitutional  Society  has  been  called  to  you 
to   explain   this  transaction.     Now   these 
speeches  contain  two  things;  they  contain 
first,  a  discussion  of  that  principle  of  the  law 
of  England,  the  inviolability  of  a  king,  that 
is  to  say,  the  constitution  of  this  country  has 
in  it  a  principle,  which  holds  that  the  king 
can  do  no  wrong,  making  other  persons  in 
every  exercise  of  the  power,  which  he  has 
under  the  constitution,  responsible  for  the  ad- 

vice which  they  give  nim.    Our  constitution 
has  held  the  king  inviolable.   I  ask  you,  why 
was  the  public  attention  to  be  drawn  to  a 
French  newspaper,  containing  a  discussion 
upon  the  folly  and  absurdity  ot  the  inviolabi- 

lity of  a  king  ?  I  ask  also  if  it  was  the  purpose 
of  these  persons,  and  particularly  of  tlie  gen- 

tleman at  the  bar,  that  there  should  be  a 
meeting  of  delegates  in  this  country  to  in- 

fluence pariiamcnt,  and,  through  the  organ  of 
parliament,  to  bring  about  a  reform  in  the 
government  of  the  country? — Whether  that influence  was  due  influence  or  whether  undue 
influence,  I  should  be  glad  to  ask  you,  when 
you  come  to  attend  to  this  passage,  with  such 
observations  as  you  will  hear  upon  it  ?  On  the 
last  trial  it  was  stated,  and  felt  as  fit  that  it 
should  be  understood,  that  the  prisoner,  then 
tried,  could  not  be  answerable  for  the  French, 
so  much  as  came  from  France,  which  was 

not  translated,  and  which  he  could  not  under- 
stand, that  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  it, 

as  the  gentleman  must  be  answerable,  upon 
whose  motion  these  things  are  adopted :  I  ask 
you  for  what  purpose  the  pubUc  attention  was 
to  be  called  to  the  nature  of  a  National  Con- 

vention ?  And  now,  gentlemen,  I*  will  read  to 
you  what  it  is  that  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  England  is  called  to  by  this  addr^  in 
January,  1793. — "  The  people  of  Paris,  by 
making  a  holy  insurrection  against  the  kin^^ 
—a  very  odd  thing,  to  make  a  holy  insurrec- 

tion against  the  kmg— ̂   on  the  10th  tdTAxh 
gust,  deprived  him  or  bis  chancter  of  iivrfobf- 
bility ;  the  fieople  of  the  oter  dl 
applauded  this  mnmeetioOsUd  d 
resuh  of  it;  the  peo^tefi^.lM 



Jbf  nigh  Treason, 
]  lo  destroy  lh«  royal  inviola- 
ts  invested  by  the  tacit  con- 

lue  people  witli  a  constitutional  invio- 
;  their  Inch  consent  has  deprived  him 
^if",  and  is  therefore,  as  lawful  as  the 

The  inviolability  of  the  kincjcan- 
-'-olute,  it  is  only  relative,  and  for  the 

idofmainlaining  the  independence  of  the 

itttuLed  aiithorilics."   Now  of  what  earthly 
could  it  he  that  the  people  of  England 
Id  be  taught  this  with  respect  to  the  king 

France?   Of  what  earthly  use  could  it  be 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  England 

dd  be  called  to  this  doctrine  ?  Certa'udy ,jis  not  to  be  stated  in  a  court  of  taw  in  this 
r,  as  consistent  with  t  he  law  of  England, 
;y  should  be  taught  these  principles. 
im  were  they  to  apply  it?   Were  they 

rrate  in  establishing  the  inviolability 
tin?  of  France?  Were  they  to  assist  in 

holy  ittsurrections,  which  had  amounted 
what  is  called  a  tacit  repeat  of  this  inviola- 

(ity>   What  is  the  purpose  of  this  gentle- 
tn,  but  to  tell  the  people,  who  are  lo  meet 
that  National  Convention,   which  I  shall 
ist  upon  presently,  it  i*  perfectly  clear  be- 
you  upon  the  evidence,  was  what  those 
ms  meant  lo  call  together  in  England^ 
in  hcit  had  called  together  in  Scotland, 

the  most  serious  alarm  of  the  country  {I 
>>ubt  whether  any  roan  in  this  court 
lUing  under  the  commission  of  the 

ol  Enj;land,  if  that  body  had  been  suf- 
irtxi  to  8it  111  Scotland,  1  speak  the  sentiment 

'  U  fell  Ironi  the  Court  upon  the  last  cause, 
mid  have  been  suffered  to  remain  in  a  capa- 

Uy  to  try  these  causes)  to  Icll  those  people 
tat  if  the  convention,  wherever  called,  found 
nf>.*ss,rv  to  carry  its  purposes  into  effect, 

Iduig  the  king  violable,  they  were 
them*»elves  as  being  in  that  state 

holy  insurrection,  that  would  ju*lify  ihem 
the  ̂ amc  measures,  which  the  Constilu- 

.Jal  Society,  by  recommending  ttiose  people 
their  notice,  say  was  jusltfiable  in  France. 
What  is  the  idea  of  the  gentleman,  taking 
Its  paper  to  contain  his  idea,  of  a  convcn- 
m?    And  see  how  far  it  is  consistent  with 

le  idea  of  applying  to  parliament,  either  duly 
unduly  ujmjcncing  parliaurent,  how  far  it 

ur  not,  fiill  in  within  the  principle,  the 
i,vf  conduct  laid  down  in  the  Loncion  Cor- 

ling  Society's  address  of  the  6th  of 
\k*m*^^    «792  ;  that  they  are  not  to  apply  to 

r,  but  Lo  depend  upon  themselves  ? 
!  tails  in  with  that  National  Con- 
iid  I  beg  your  attention  to  it,  which, 
'o  the  aoth  of  January,  was  to  re- 
t  by  its  own  laws,  and  not  by  the 
enemies,  plunderers,  and  oppres- 
«i  it  represented  the  legislature  of 
Y  lo  be.    Hear  the  words  which  he 

led  to  the  attention  of  ihe  people 
1 — ''  A  convention  is  a  constituent 
t  is  a  hody  that  is  to  make  a  con- 
ur  the  people  ;  a  legislature  makes 

uuuei  AH  eslabMied  couslitutioo ;  andj 
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in  conformity  to  it,  it  is  despotism  when,  io 
the  ordinary  and  perniaiient  cstablishtucut  of 
a  stale,  there  is  no  separation  of  jiouers  ;  but 
it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  a  conHtituenl  body 
to  concentre,  for  the  time,  all  autl»ority  ;  it  is 
the  very  nature  of  a  National  Convention  to 
be  the  temporary  iniace  tJf  the  nation,  to  unite 
ill  itself  afl  the  power  of  the  <tale,  to  employ 
them  against  the  enemies  of  liberty,  and  to 
distribute  them  in  a  new,  social  compact, 

called  a  constitution." 
Gentlemen,  this  is  not  an  actual  publica- 

tion of  this  paper,  but  a  species  of  publication 
of  this  paper.  And  is  nut  this  a  publicHtioo 
of  the  same  nature  as  those  books,  wliich  hold 

parliament  incompetent  to  make  a  constito- 
lion  ?  Is  it  not  the  suhstunce  ot  those  acts  of 

the  Conslitulional  Society,  which  had  recom- 
mended aconveniion  for  the  purpose  of  form* 

ing  that,  which  thc^c  works  hiivc,  over  and 
over  again,  asserted  does  not  exist  in  this 
country,  a  constitution  >  Is  it  not  giving  to  the 
people  of  England  the  character  of  that  con- 

vention, which  IS  alike  in  its  principles  and 
its  constitution,  lo  that,  which  had  been  re- 

commended in  everv  book  that  they  had  pub- 
lished? You  will  iind  it  is  consii>lent  with 

every  act  they  had  done,  both  with  respect  to 
Scotlaiid,  and  also  with  respect  lo  England, 
up  lo  the  month  of  A  pril,  1 794. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  evidence  before  you 
which,  when  it  comes  to  he  staled,  I  would 
hkewise  desire  your  most  serious  attention 
to,  I  mean  the  letters  which  passed  between 
January  1793,  and  the  J6th  of  April,  1793, 
and  subsequent  periods,  prior  to  the  formation 
of  the  Scotch  Convention;  they  deserve,  gen- 
llemen,  all  the  attention  which  can  be  due 
from  a  jury  of  the  country  to  any  subject  tliat 

,  deserves  the  atienlioD  of  the  country,  and  of 
a  jury,  in  whose  verdicts,  after  all  that  we 

I  have  to  say  about  the  constitution  of  the 

I  country,  in  and  by  whose  verdicts  that  con- 
;  stitution  hves  and  breathes,  and  has  its  being. 
They  never  therefore  can  be  spoken  of  t<K) 
respectfully,  and  feeling  thus  of  the  high 
character  of  the  functions  that  you  are  by- 
and-by  to  discharge,  I  am  sure  ih;it,  in  a  case 
of  great  importance  to  mv  country,  you  will 
allow  me  lo  ̂ o  tlirough  it  If  I  can,  cidling  for 
your  active  attention  lo  it. 

Gentlemen,  petitions  were  sent  to  parha- 
mcDt,  to  that  parlisiracnl,  to  which,  upon  the 

6lh  of  August,  179?,  the  Correspoiuling  So- 
ciety, mjmfied  as  before  siate<i  by  the  pri- 
soner, had  said  it  was  in  vain  to  resort — not 

only  in  vain  to  resort,  bill  not  consistent  with 
their  principles  to  resort— that  parliament, 
which  was  tncompelenl  to  do  Che  work  which 
they  were  to  do;  to  form  that,  which,  they 
asserted,  did  not  exist  in  Great  Britain ;  a 

constitution — What  do  they  do?  You  will 
find  a  great  variety  of  letters,  and  I  beg  your 

particular  attention  to  those  letters,  from 
various  sr^cieties,  desiring  to  know  what  was 
to  be  done  about  petitions.  Attend  lo  th« 

aubetancc  aadeffecl  o?  \hfem^\»^\A\N(^\iR\ 
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uraste  your  time  by  going  into  the  particulars ; 
they  contain  such  foul  aspersions  upon  aris- 

tocracy, upon  the  higher  orders  of  hfe,  that^ 
upon  my  word,  one  can  hardly  read  them  with- 

out shuddering;  but  they  say  distinctly^  in 
more  than  one  or  two  of  them,  *'  What  is  it 
that  we  are  to  do  ?  Shall  we  petition  the  king? 
No !  That  is  fruitless— Shall  we  go  to  parlia- 

ment ?  No !  we  are  an  oppressed  people,  and 
won't  go  to  parliament :  Snail  we  nave  a  con- 

vention ?  That  is  the  thing  to  which  we  look, 
when  the  people  shall  have  become*'  mark 
the  words  *<  virtuous  and  courageous  enough 
to  hold  it," 

strength — that  it  was  to  be  done  by  imitating 
the  valour  of  their  forefathers — that  it  was  to 

be  done  by  moving  on  in  one  united  compact 
system  of  affiliated  clubs,  till  England,  for 
that  is  the  expression  from  Sheffield^  till  Eng- 

land shall  become  free,  as  France  has  become 
free ;  till  these  societies  shall  spread  from  city 
to  city,  from  town  to  town,  from  village  to 
village,  from  hamlet  to  hamlet,  till  they  cover 
the  whole  face  of  this  sea-girt  isle.  Then  it 
is  that  the  «*  Nero's  of  the  day,"  as  one  of  the 
letters  says,  shall  fly  before  their  oppressed 
subjects— then  it  is,  say  they,  that  we  will  tell 
you,  for  such  is  the  import  of  another  letter, 
(and  the  only  letter,  that  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  ventured  to  observe  upon,  in  the 
itholc  course  of  the  year  1792),  then  it  is 
that  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  tell 
joxi  (while  we  give  you  advice,  in  the  mean 
time,  not  to  talk  about  ripping  up  monarchy 
by  the  roots,  not  to  mention,  in  the  mean 
time,  monarchy  or  democracy,  but  to  speak 
of  nothing  but  representation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  words,  give  mc  leave  to  say,  that 
occur  in  the  statutes  of  this  land,  in  the  time 
of  the  republic ;  words  which  are  equally  satis- 

fied by  a  House  of  Commons,  in  parliament 
assembled,  for  such  is  the  legal  phrase  given 
to  the  House  of  Commons  in  parliament,  in 
the  time  of  Cromwell,  and  equally  satisfied  by 
a  Iloubc  of  Commons  co- existing  with  a  House 
of  Lords,  and  a  king,  which  could  form  no 
Part  of  a  system  agreeable  to  the  Rights  of 
Man)  then  it  is,  say  they,  that  wc  will  speak 
out,  as  the  Sheffield  paper  informs  you,  with 
a  voice  that  will  be  like  the  thundenngs  from 
Mount  Sinai,  then  we  shall  tell  the  five  hun- 

dred and  tifty-ciglit  ccnllemen,  in  St.  Ste- 

phen's chapel,  to  walk  about  their  business. 
This  is  their  language,  and  yet,  forsooth,  this 
is  not  a  conspiracy  that  was  to  act  by  force  ! 
You  will  see  presently  whether  it  was  a  con- 

spiracy to  act  by  force !  Give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  that  mind  is  nut  capable  of  stating 
ideas  witli  precision  to  those  to  whom  it  ad- 

dresses itself,  that  can  find  a  distinction  be- 

tween a  coUi>piracy  avowedly  formed  for  acting 
by  force,  aiin  a  conspiracy  to  bring  together  a 
DQdy  of  people  determined  to  carry  tneir  ob- 

J^^  »Jd  wbick  must  at  hst  act  wUb  France, 
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or  desert  its  object.  The  convention,  he  knew, 
must  act  with  force^and  could  not  accomplish 
its  project,  imless  it  acted  with  force.  The 
legislature  of  the  country  could  not,  he  knewp 
permit  it  to  execute  its  purpose ;  and,  if  it  was 
determined  to  accomphsh  its  object,  it  must 
act  wiUi  force.  Those,  who  would  have  gpne 
farther  in  the  execution  of  his  projects,  than 
he  chose  to  do,  must  act  with  force :  and  he 
is  answerable  for  enabling  them  so  to  do. 
Their  project  of  petitioning  parliament  was  a 
project  merely  to  insult  it,  and  to  insult  it 
for  the  purpose  of  making  it  the  instrument 
making  even  parliament  the  organ  and  the 
instrument  of  circulating  libels  Uirough  the country. 

It  is  avowed,  in  the  letter  of  the  16th  April, 

—for,  even  in  this  very  letter  they  say,  •*  as 

to  applying  to  the  king,  that  is  futile;''  "ap- plying to  parliament,  that  is  acting  like  an 
oppressed  and  subdued  people." — It  is  avowed 
in  this  letter,  that  they  must  look  ̂ and  here 
the  idea  is  correctly  staled,  as  early  as  the 
16th  of  April,  1793)  that  they  must  look  to 
a  convention,  by  which,  says  the  Constitu- 

tional Society,  we  suppose  you  mean  a  con* 
vention  of  persons,  wno  are  to  do  what  par* 
liament  will  not  do;  a  convention  of  persons 
from  these  societies  to  do  that  work,  and  to 
give  that  redress,  which  neither  the  kijg,  nor 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  wouldf,  nor, 
according  to  them,  were  competent  to  do,  or 
to  give.  Is  that  letter,  that  was  produced  by 
that  gentleman,  the  hasty  fruit  of  an  ill  con- 

sidered measure  ?  No,  you  will  find  that  they 
write  to  all  tjiese  societies  in  the  country  upon 
the  subject :  the  letter  has  been  read,  and  will 
be  read  again.  They  beat  up  for  subscriptions 
to  this  project  of  a  convention,  which  they 
had  then  in  contemplation,  upon  the  6th  of 
August,  1792,  and  the  idea  of  which  they  had 
been  endeavouring  to  propagate,  by  the  ad- 

dress to  the  National  Convention,  in  October. 
They  beat  up  for  subscriptions  to  this  project 
of  petitioning  parliament,  for  no  other  pur- 

pose, but  to  induce  the  subjects  of  this  coun- 
try to  think  upon  the  subject  of  a  convention, 

by  which  the  society  are  to  right  themselves. 
Things  were  going  on  at  an  immense  rate ; 
for  it  is  surprising,  when  one  comes  to  look 
at  these  letters  (and  if  the  gentleman  is  en- 

titled 1o  any  benefit  from  the  circumstance, 
that  there  are  a  great  many  people  liable  to 
prosecutions,  he  is  entitled  to  much  from  it), 
to  what  an  immense  extent  well-meaning 
men  were  drawn  into  (I  do  not  know  what  to 
call  it)  the  practice;  for  I  abominate  using  a 
harsh  word,  upon  any  occasion  ;  drawn  into 
the  practice  of  having  sham  petitions  stated^ 
and  sham  motions  made,  merely  to  be  over- 

ruled ;  poor  ignorant  men,  that  are  dear  to 
the  law  and  constitution  of  England,  but 
ought  to  be  treated  better,  because  Ihif  tie 
dear  to  the  law  and  constitution  of  Enpand. 
To  see  80  many  persons,  in  ail  parts  of  tlio 
kinnlom,  embarked  by  fidst  nwwiiti^  mA 

attiSce  in  this  pn^ec^  I  jnoteit  10  ~ 
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tolo  the  stale  of  ihb  business, 
ve  been  buuutl  by  Uic  discbarge 

I  a  diitj-.as,  I  pra^v  G(h1,  may  never  fall 
lot  ftgain  to  look  Into  it,  it  is  too  pain* 

1  tv  see  to  what  aa  extent  this  mialeiiding 
stem  has  gooe, 

Cicntlcn^en^  you  find  a  exeat  number  of  so- 
ties  lit  Norwich ;  you  iTud  an  extensive  no- 

^lirffield;  you  have  seen  thai  '?ociely 
1  :<1  represented  as   containing    two 
fuu^jinii  members;  Brooinhead  said  tlierc 
crc  not  above  six  hundred  :  for  what  purpose 
!re  they    represented    as    two    thousand ! 
hy,  to  make  the  Norwich  people  believe 
TC  Ml  ere  considerable  numbers  at  Sheffield. 

ey  slatp,  you  observe,  from  one  place  to 
other,  that  great  numbers  are  joining  Iheni 
each  :  they  are  taught  to  believe,  that  ureal 

'icrs  of  members  existed  in  places  \v)i€re were  none,  and  that  the  numbers  were 
»ed  in  oilier  places  when  they  had  rc- 
I  no  increase  -.  and  the  minds  of  their 

herents  are  prepared  hy  the  uica  of  their 
bers  for  a  convention.  The  project  of  the 
rh  Convention  is  then  ihovjght  of.     I  beg 
yo\ir  attention  f<»r  a  momr-nt,  to  the  so- 
cajled  the  Knciidsof  the  People,  because 

Im  put  ytju  rt^mplt'tt'ly  in  possession  of 
I  an>  (ontcinlmi;  lor  ;  and  Jo  not  hii  mc 
derstooci  lo  say,   I  um  not  saymj^  thai 

iclies  of  men  may  not  in  llus  country  as- 
,  in  a  ̂ reat  variety  of  way?,  to  bring 

It  any  relbrni  m  the  government  of  the 
ntry,  which  is  consistent  wilh  the  spirit  of 
constitution  and  the  law,  seeking  it  finally 
aophcation  to  parliament.     I  cannot  un- 
Iwte  to  define  the  doqrce  of  influence  they 
y  exert  over  the  uiiud  of  the  parliament 

nothing  in  thnl  society  of  the  Friends 
Ihe  People  which  has  gone  loo  far,  unless 
should  happen  to  be  that  letter,  that  seems 
have  been  read  either  at  the  fJlobc-Lavern 

I  Chiilk  larm.     Slating  a  very   humble 
ion   upon   that,  it  seeuis  to  nte  to  have 

e  rather  loo  fur,  but  it  is  an  important  fact 
this  business,  that   these  {^etiUemen  in- 
ed  the  society  for  Ccuistitulional  Infor- 
on»  so  early  as  Miiy,  1792 ;  th&l  they 

Slot  but  Icok  upon  that  society  as  going 

'jjtengerou^  lengths;  that  they  them- ,^^  Jfeant  noihini;  like  nnarchy  and  con- 
ratton^  and  therefore  would  have  no  corres- 
poDdcncc  with  thera.    I  mention  the  fact,  as 
I  understand  it,  because  it  appears  to  me  not 
to  be  out  of  pUce  in  this  business,  to  mention 

>lhcr  thing,  namely,  to  show  how  these 

elief*  v€  made  the' tools  of  each  other.   In t... .....    .  f  ̂ ^^  Friends  of  the  People, 
It  mentioned,  that  one  thing 
'  I'v  ̂   'ling  vole;  but  can  I 

.  by  way  of  showing 
f  these  things,  than 

Wmy,  Uiai  it  It  littd  been  carried  by  a  casting 
^oleinc  other  wav,  tlic  Friends  of  the  People 

WO«lr'  ilie  language  of  the 
CoofcL  I  fjflcct,  though  they 
kad  tcca  r<^iiag  all  corre^^pondence  with 

them.  I  would  not  mention  ihig,  but  it  leads 
me  to  a  circumstance  I  have  onnitted  m  its 

proper  place,  as  it  respects  the  evidence,  as  it 
affects  the  gentleman  at  the  bar.  Itappeafi^ 
gentlemen,  that  his  society  correspondea  with 
a  society  at  ̂ Sheffield ;  it  appear*  that  the  So- 

ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People  correa- 
pnnilcd  wilh  the  society  at  Sheffield:  upon 
the  36lh  of  May,  the  society  at  Sheffield  write 
a  letter,  which  has  been  produced  in  evidence, 
and  which  has  hkewise  the  correction  of  the 
prisoner  contained  in  it,  which  states,  that 
they  find  ttie  Friends  of  the  People  are  not 
going  upon  il»c  Rights  of  Man;  and  in  effect 
Slates,  they  will  nave  nothing  to  do  with 
them,  but  will  be  governed  in  their  connexion 
with  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to  the  extent 
that  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Inforroa* 
tion  will  permit.  Why,  gentlemen,  does  not 
this  most  clearly  show,  that  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information  at  Sheffield  vrhs 

in  truth  an  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  Society 
for Constitutionallnformation  m Londi^n, and 
that  that  society  was  an  engine,  to  a  consi- 

derable extent,  in  the  hands  of  the  gejitlentAft 
at  the  bar,  has,  I  think,  been  proved. 

There  is  another  observation  tliis  leads  me 

to,  before  I  mention  again  the  Scotch  Con« 
yention  ,•  and  llmt  is  this— It  was  suggested 
in  the  outset,  by  the  cross-examination,  that 
the  gentkman  at  the  bar  was  reuliy  but  a 
mere  visitor  to  the  Constitutional  Society. 
Now,  if  the  evidence  stales  a  &ii  contradic- 

tion to  that,  it  will  be  for  you  to  judge  with 
what  purpose  that  was  staled ;  and  it  is  an 
exlreiiiely  remarkable  thin^,  thnt  there  are 
wry,  very  few  instances,  indeed,  to  be  found, 
though  cxlrenicly  numerous  were  the  timet 
of  mcelin^  during  the  three  years  we  have 
been  talking  of,  in  which  that  gentleman  waa 
absent  from  tins  society;  and  I  sini  sure,  after 
what  lias  passed  here,  I  shall  not  be  thought 
to  make  an  uucandid  remark^  when  I  ̂ay,  tnat 
the  accuracy  wilh  which  this  gentleman  re- 

members transuttious  which  nud  pa>sed  iu 
clul'S  and  societies  of  that  kind,  is  not  the 

least  remarkable  circumstance  that  has  hap- 
pened in  the  course  of  this  cause.  You  will 

allow  me  also  to  say,  that  you  have  been 
told  that  the  funds  of  the  Conslilutional 

Society  were  small ;  that  their  number  waa 
not  many;  and  that  they  did  not  mean  to 
act  with  force.  Why,  gentlemen  of  th<»  jury, 
till  those  circumstances  had  taken  place  in 
France  upon  which  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
has  been  acting  in  this  country,  this  sort  of 
thing  was  never  thought  of,  which  has  been 
the  project  meant  to  be  carried  into  e%ecutiO(i 
ever  since  March ^  i71>2.  It  was  nol  by  the 
numbers  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  of 
whom  hardly  one  has  been  called  to  tell  you 
what  they  meant;  it  was  not  by  ihe  numbers 
of  any  other  unassotiated  society,  but  it  wa« 

by  the  strength  of  the  Correspondmg  Society, 
consisting ol  some  thousands— by  the  strength 
of  all  these  societies,  in  the  different  parts  of 

the  kipgdoQ),  th&Vvi!:{t  v>  V)«  ̂ S&2!^\^ '^sx^ 

i 
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USOCMtod  with  this  society,  that  the  objects 
of  this  society  were  to  be  carried  ioto  execu- 
tion,  without  much  of  personal  hazard  to 
UM>8e  who  were  the  real  authors  of  the  plan 
that  was  in  agitation,  and  was  well  nigh  ripen- 

ing. When  I  say  <<  well  nigh  ripening,''  I 
use  their  own  language ;  for  you  wul  findthat 
during  the  greater  pvt  of  the  ̂ ear  179S  they 
say,  uiat  when  they  can  act  with  the  valour 
of  ̂eir  forefathers,  when  they  can  act  upon 
their  strength,  and  when  the  time  shall  come, 
then  they  say  they  will  act.  You  will  find 
^t  in  1793  and  1794  they  say  not  only  tiiat 
the  time  is  now  come,  but  they  likewise  ̂ y 
that  the  time,  that  is  now  come,  is  the  time 
in  which  they  must  act,  or  must  lose  the  op- 

portunity fur  ever;  endeavouring  again  to 
imslead  ignorant  men,  by  holduig  a  languace 
about  Hessians  and  bamrians,  which  coiud 
mean  nothing  but  that  they  should  act  and 
nmt  with  force. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  singular  circumstance, 
which  I  have  not  taken  notice  of,  and  which 
connects  itself  with  the  Scotch  Convention, 
that  these  affiliated  societies  in  the  country 
should,  all  at  once,  be  desirous  of  havine  a 
connexion  with  the  society  in  London — the 
London  Conesponding  Society ;  that  this  love 
of  parliamentai7  reform,  as  it  is  called,  should 
0OW  so  ripe  in  the  country,  and  that  it  should 
00  so  exactly  at  the  same  period  all  over  the 
countiT ;  that  corresponding  ideas  should  be 
•xcited  in  every  part  of  the  country ;  that,  at 
the  same  instant,  in  March,  1793,  without 
any  management,  these  societies  should  con- 

nect themselves  with  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety, or  London  Corresponding  Society. 

Gentlemen,  it  has  been  contended  on  the 
other  side,  that  this  gentleman  was  not  an- 
gwerablc  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Scotch 
Convention.  That  he  lived  at  Wimbledon, 
and  not  in  Edinburgh,  is  an  undoubted  fact; 
hut  I  s^y  that  it  is  distinctly  clear  upon  this 
evidence,  and  I  beg  your  attention  when  my 
lord  sums  it  up,  that  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety in  London  with  the  Corresponding  So- 
ciety if,  mean  always  here  those  indivmuals 

ofeach  who  understood  their  project;  which 
of  them  understood  it  I  do  not  know,  but  it  is 
Sf  duty  to  submit  to  you,  as  I  do  most  con- 

ently,  that  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  did 
understand  it)— -it  is  distinctly  clear  that  the 
Scotch  Convention,  whatever  was  the  nature 
of  its  actions,  never  would  have  met  a  second 
time  to  commit  those  actions,  but  through  the 
invitaUon  of  those  societies  in  London.  Is 
there  no  connexion  with  Skirving?  Is  there 
no  connexion  with  Gerrald  f^Uerrald  was 
proposed  to  the  Constitutional  Society  by  Mr. 
Topke.  There  is  no  connexion,  it  is  said,  be- 

tween Mr.  Tooke  and  Sinclair:  it  b  impos- 
sible to  den;^  the  Constitutional  Siiciety  was 

connected  with  Sinclair.  In  short,  it  is  said 
there  is  no  connexion  with  this  thine  in  Scot- 

land. Now,  there  b  a  letter  of  Skirving's, 
which  is  in  evidence,  which  was  sent  up  to 
the  Constitutional  Society,  being  a  ciicuhur 

letter  that  he  sent  to  call  back  the  deUyptes. 
When  Marearot,  Gerrald,  and  Sinclair  got 
back  to  ScoUand,  there  also  was  another  tet^ 
ter  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society^  in 
which  they  state  the  necesuty  of  having  a 
convention,  in  order  to  bring  about  what  tb^ 
call  a  union  of  the  two  nations;  a  remark- 

able effect,  to  be  sure,  of  a  conventioo  that 

was  merelv  to  petition  parliament.  Sinclair's 
correspondence  comes  up  to  the  Constitutional 
Society,  his  letters  are  read  in  the  aociety, 
publications  are  ordered  in  the  newspapers 
respectine  his  letters,  and  measures  are  finalfy 
taken,  which  I  must  detul  presentiy.  to  you, 
upon  this  sulyect  Now,  here  I  ask  again,  if 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informatioii 
was  surprised  into  this  measure  of  sending 
Sinclair  to  the  Scotch  Convention?  if  Mar^ 
garot  and  Gerrald,  who  were  deputies  from 
the  London  Corresponding  Society,  had  rad|y 
no  connexion  at  all  with  the  Constitutional 
Society,  and  went  without  the  privity  of  Mr. 
Tooke,  why  has  not  Hardy  been  asked  a 
question  to  prove  this?  You  are  told  of  the 
want  of  funds;  gentiemen,  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  it  is  a  very  sineular  circum- 

stance to  have  happened  in  Great  Britain,  that, 
by  the  mere  sending  down  to  Edinburgh  two 
such  persons  as  Margarot  and  Gerrald  from 
one  society,  and  Sinclair  fnim  another,  a  con- 

vention, consisting  of  no  less  than  180  dele- 
gates, should  have  been  held  in  Great  Britain, 

which  not  only  do  the  acts  that  I  am  going  to 
state  to  you,  but  which,  it  has  been  stated 
and  proved  to  you,  distinctly  avow,  that  if 
they  could  get  a  convention  of  England  and 
Scotland,  they  should  represent  above  a  ma- 

jority of  the  male  adults  of  the  kingdom. 
Great  solicitation  was  made  from  the  London 
Constitutional  Society  to  Leeds,  Sheffield, 
Norwich,  and  other  places,  to  send  delegates 
to  the  Scotch  Convention.  If,  therefore,  these 
societies  sent  delegates  to  the  Scotch  Con- 

vention, the  sending  these  delegates  is  also 
another  act  of  the  London  Constitutional  So- ciety. 

But  these  persons,  it  seems,  are  represented 
to  you  as  meaning  nothing  more  than  to  act 
as  the  societies  in  the  years  1780,  1782,  and 
1785  acted,  namely,  to  petition  parliament ! 
Gentlemen,  I  beg  your  attention  to  their  pro- 

ceedings :  I  shall  be  able  to  state  them  in  a 
very  narrow  compass ;  but,  as  they  are  very 
important,  I  must  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
what  they  really  are.  In  this  convention, 
after  it  hsui  received  an  encouraging  visit  of 
the  delegates  from  London,  Skirvmg,  speaking 
of  its  purpose,  as  being  to  establish  an  india- 
soluble  fraternity  between  the  two  nations, 
and  to  adopt  that  measure  (you  will  mark  his 
words)  **  which,  at  this  awful  period,  may 
have  a  tendency  to  save  the  country,'^  it  ap« 
pears  that  Margarot  represents— «  That  the 
societies  in  London  were  very  numerous, 
though  sometimes  fluctuating;  in  someparli 
of  EngUnd  whole  towns  are  reforB^ora;  lA 

Sheffield  and  its  environs  there  are  dO^AOOw* 
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So  be  represents  ihal— **  In  Norwich  there 
are  thirty  iocieties  m  one  :  if  we  couhl  gt't  a 
Convenlioti  of  England  »nd  Scotland  called, 
we  fiitight  represent  six  or  seven  hundred 
iliniiKHM.]  ni  ilf  V  wliich  is  a  majoi ily  of  all  the 
a  ^/^  They  then  proceeded 
u;  I  _         j1  union  and  co-operatioii 
between  the  two  nations ; — upon  a  plan  of 
organifiLtion.  They  met  first  at  a  place  called 
Cvuventjon  Hall,  and  then  they  moved  (and 
10  this  I  will  hc^  your  particular  attention) 
thai  the  Convention  should  from  thenceforth 

be  9ty1ed  ••  A  Convention  of  the  People." 
Now,  I  venture  to  asbcrl  thai  you  may  mn- 
sack  all  the  proceedings  that  have  heen  al- 

luded to  in  this  cause,  from  the  beginning  lo 
the  end*  and  that  no  body  of  men  ever  ven- 
torcd  to  call  themselves,  what  these  people 
called  themaeives,  "  A  Corwention  of  the 
People,"  which  ia  a  Nalionaf  Convention  of 
that  species  which  was  to  overrule  the  legis- 
lalurii  in  every  country  in  which  it  was  held. 
1  divide  themselves  into  sections— 
ti  (■  the  country  into  departments^ — 
they  appoint  provincial  conventions-<^they 
receive  patriotic  donations;  and  then  there 
ii  (not  entered  into  their  minutes)  that  reso- 
lutton,  which  has  been  somewhat  commented 
upon,  and  which  I  state  to  you  to  be  a  very 
strange  thing,  but  which  is  of  infinite  im- 

portance in  tbis  cause,  because  I  take  it  to  be 
a  clear  proof  that  the  convention,  which  was 
afterwards  to  meet  in  England,  was  to  act 
with  force,  in  case  they  were  resisted  in  the 
execution  of  their  projects.  Gentlemen,  I 
shall  have  to  cull  your  attention,  by-and-by, 
lo  the  fiftli  resolution  of  the  proceedings  at 
Chalk'larm,  for  which  I  contend,  before  you, 
tl)at  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  is  responsible ; 

d  when  you  connect  all  that  passed  in  the 
Ich  Convention — what  passed  upon  the  17  Ih 

of  January — wliat  passed  upon  ihe  *20th  of 
January — what  passed  upon  the  24lh  of 
January ;  when  you  connect  the  circular  let- 

ter of  Hardy— the  meetings  in  the  open  air 
at  different  places,  that  I  have  to  mention  to 
you;  and  when  you  connect  the  proceedings 
upon  the  I4th  of  April  at  Chalk-farm,  I  say 
that  It  is  not,  according  lo  the  nature  of  cti- 
dence,  that  the  effect  of  it  should  be  less  than 
this — that  they  meant  a  convention  lo  super- 

sede the  legislature  of  the  country,  ana  to 
carry  that  project  by  force  if  it  were  neces- 
•ary. 

Oenllerocn,  this  resolution,  which  has  been 
reduced  to  yoii,  is  in  the  hand- writing  of  Mr. 
icluir,  the  delegate  from  the  Constitutional 
:icly;  and  1  observe  that  tlie  gentleman 

rbo  addressed  yon  last,  for  the  gentleman  at 
ve  bar,  was  obliged  to  say,  that  this  was 
dly  nothmgmore  than  an  intention  to  resist 

>me  one  act  of  the  legislature^  such  as  was 
jcihed  in  these  resolutions.    But,  before  I 
)mmcnt  upon  it,  I  desire  distinctly  lo  say 
lis,  that  ii  the  delegates  of  the  Constitu- 
jnal,  or  the  Corresponding  Society,  have 
mc  one  whit  farther  in  their  actions  in  that 

convention  than  was  agreeable  to  their  is-' struclions,  their  actions  are  not  actions  for 
which  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  is  rebponwble, 
unless  you  can  be  satisfied  that  he  has  sub- 

sequently adopted  them,  approved  them,  and 
has  gone  on  in  England  to  do  ficin  of  the  same nature. 

In  the  convention  tliey  ̂ Land  up  und  joto 
hands,  and  pledge  themselves  to  stand  or  fall 
hand-in-hand;  and  this  is  resembled,  or  at- 

tempted to  be  resembled,  to  the  case  of  per- 
sons meeting  at  Willis's,  or  some  other  room, 

upon  an  election,  where  they  arc  meaning  to 
support  the  interest  of  a  candidate  after  h« 
shall  become  a  representative  in  parliament 
according  to  the  constitution  of  England :  ̂  
learned  gentleman,  who  sits  by  rac,  is  sup- 

posed to  have  proposed  (and  I  know  no  man 
more  likely  to  have  done  such  a  thing  at  a 
pirlicular  period  of  the  day) — to  have  pro- 

mised, from  the  generosity  of  his  heart,  to 
join  hands,  and  pledge  himself  and  others  to 
support  their  candidate.  Now,  do  attend  for 
a  moment  to  the  difference  of  the  objects ; 
and  give  me  leave  to  ask  you  a  question,  for 

I  willasscrt  nothine  about  it, — \V'hal  must 
be  the  persuasion  oF  the  mind,  willi  respect 
to  the  nature  of  this  acl,  of  that  gentleman, 
who  finds  it  necessary  to  rescrable  sucli  an 
act  as  this,  because  it  was  attended  with  such 
a  circumstance  as  that,  to  such  an  act  as  that 
which  I  have  been  speaking  of,  as  having 

taken  placa  at  Willis's  room?  They  sa^ — 
"  Resolved,  That  the  following  declaration and  resolutions  be  inserted  at  the  end  of  our 

miny tes,"  You  wil I  permit  me  to  tell  you  that 
they  were  not  inserted  in  the  minutes — that 
there  was  a  reason  for  it— they  were  too  dan- 

gerous to  be  inserted  in  the  minutes  of  this  con- 
vention; but  I  will  show  you  that  tl;ey  were 

communicated  hither — '*  That  this  conven- 
tion considering  the  calamitous  consequences 

of  any  act  of  the  legislature  which  may  lend 
to  deprive  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  peo- 

ple of  their  undoubted  right  to  meet,  cither 
by  themselves  or  by  delegation,  to  discuss 
any  matter  relative  to  their  common  interest, 
whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  and 
holding  the  same  to  be  totally  inconsistent 
with  tne  first  principles  and  safety  of  so- 

ciety  " 

Gentlemen,  when  I  come  lo  detail  lo  you 
the  resolutions  at  Chalk-farm,  you  will  see 
what  that  expression  means.  It  is  lo  say  that 
the  first  principles  of  the  safety  of  sdtiety  re- 

quire that  force  shall  be  used  against  the 
legislature — "  We  do  hereby  declare  before 
God  and  the  world,  thai  we  shall  follow  the 
wholesome  example  of  former  times,  by  pay- 

ing no  regard  to  any  act  wliich  sliall  mibtate 
against  the  constitution  of  our  countiy,  and 
bhall  continue  to  assemble,  and  consider  of 
the  liest  means  hy  which  we  can  accomplish 
a  real  representation  of  the  people,  and  anmiai 
election,  until  compelled  to  desist  by  superior 

force."  It  is  slaved  when  the  wcrds  "  supe- 
rior forct"  have  been  commented  u^oo^  ttval 



618}       S5  GEORGE  UI. Trud  qfjohm  Home  Took$ 

[544 

Skinring  did  not  find  himself  in  a  situation 
much  to  resist  superior  force,  but  you  will  see 
what  excellent  care  was  taken  to  provide  it  by 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  Januai^y,  Fe- 

bruary. March,  and  in  April.  Mr.  Skinring, 
when  he  was  turned  out  of  the  room  by  the 
ma^strate  in  Edinburgh,  did  not  resist  merely 
beeause  there  was  not  present  physical  force 
•nough  to  resist  effectually— but  the  meaning 
is  clear.  They  mean  to  say  to  the  legislature 
of  Bogland,  though  you  and  the  king  of  Eng- 

land nave  passed  an  act  of  parliament,  yet  we, 

'Mng  a  convention,  have  a  right  to  judge  of 
you ;  you,  being  but  a  constituted  legislature, 
we  will  not  pay  any  regard  whatever  to  that 
act,  which  we  conceive  to  be  hostile  to  the  ' 
Constitution  of  England,  although  the  con- 
stitutional  legislative  authority  of  England 
•hould  have  enacted  it,  we  have  authority  to 
decide  whether  it  is  constitutional,  or  not 
^And  we  do  resolve,  that  the  first  notice 
>en  for  the  introduction  of  a  Convention 
111,  or  any  bill  of  a  similar  tendency  to  that 

were  they  to  meet  in  case  of  an  invasion,  if  it 
was  not  to  assist  those  who  invaded  ?  But  that 

is  not  all—"  Or  the  admission  of  any  foreign 
troops  whatsoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 

land  "    Wh)r,  gentlemen,  what  had  tbd 
admission  of  foreign  troops  into  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland  to  do  with  the  objects  of  a  body,  to 
which  it  is  now  professed,  and  where  it  must 
be  professed  at  the  bar  on  behalf  of  the  gen- 

tleman, that  force  must  be  unnecessaryr  I 
siiould  be  glad  to  know  what  the  admission 
of  any  foreign  troops  into  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland  had  to  do  with  a  meeting  of  a  ooop 
vention  of  the  people  for  petitioning  parlia- 

ment, and  obtaining  their  purpose  oy  in- 
fluence, either  due  or  undue,  take  it  as  you 

will  ?  What  the  resistance  of  those  forces  by 
the  meeting  of  a  convention  could  intend^  un- 

less it  was  this,  that  if  there  was  an  idea  of 
admitting  any  foreign  troops  into  Great  Bri- 

tain or  Ireland,  these  foreign  troops  being 
under  the  control  of  the  military  power  c» 
this  country,  would  be   a  force  that  they 

passed  in  Ireland  in  the  last  session  of  their  \  thought  was  to  act  against  the  force  which 
parliament,  or  any  bill  for  the  suspension  of  they  meant  to  act  with?  They  add — "  All  or 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  or  the  act  for  Pre- !  any  one  of  these  calamitous  circumstances 
ventingWron^us  Imprisonment,  and  against    shall  be  a  signal  to  the  several  delegates  to 
Undue  Uelays  in  Trials  in  North  Britain   "    repair  to  such  place  as  the  secret  committee 
Now  what  does  this  mean  ?  I  ask  you,  as  ofthis  convention  shall  appoint,  and  the  first 
men  of  understanding,  upon  your  oaths,  can  :  seven  members  shall  have  power  to  declare 
it  possibly  mean  any  tiling  short  of  this —  I  the  sittings  permanent,  and  twenty-one  shall 
that,  if  the  legislature  of  the  country  thought !  constitute  a  convention,  and  proceed  to  busi- 

it  necessary,  because  those  persons,  by  their  !  ness.** 
own  force,  were  about  to  overturn  the  con-  '  Gentlemen,  there  was  a  project  in  that 
ttitutioo  of  the  country,  to  introduce  a  Con-  convention  to  i>etition  parliament.  They  pass 
▼ention  Bill,  or  to  exert  those  other  acts  of  the  order  ofthe  day  upon  that — Did  they  then 
legitimate  power  to  be  done  upon  the  ground  mean  to  petition  parliament?  They  call  tbem- 
that,  when  the  public  safety  requires  it,  the  ,  selves  a  House — the  Convention ;  they  call 
liberty  of  the  nation  may  be  parted  with  for  a  j  themselves  the  British  Convention  of  the 
while,  that  it  may  be  preserved  for  ever,  then    People ;  they  divide  themselves  into  sections. 
those  persons  mean  to  say  we  will  oppose 
Ibrce  by  force,  and  not  suffer  the  acts  of  the 
logisUturc  of  the  country  to  have  operation, 
till  we  arc  opposed  by  superior  force.  If  the 
fivce  ofthe  government  was  inferior,  the  jr  must 
bt  the  government  of  the  country — if  the 
Ibrca  of  the  government  of  the  country  was 
superior,  it  could  be  only  by  the  exercise  of 
that  superior  force,  that  the  legitimate  go- 
'vcmment  of  the  country  could  be  sustained. 
I  am  now.  Koing  to  read  a  passage,  of  which  I 
have  asked  an  explanation,  but  could  not  re- 

ceive it.  I  cannot  forbear  to  think  that  this 
passase  means  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  1  shall  state  to  you.  I  think  the  human 
understanding  can  make  no  less  of  it— <*  Or 
in  case  of  an  invasion,  or  the  admission  of 
any  foreign  troops  whatever  into  Great  Bri- 

tain or  Ireland   *'  Now  I  ask  why  was  the 
convention  of  the  people,  by  delegates  from 
the  societies  in  Great  Britain,  to  meet  in  case 
of  an  invasion  ?  Why  were  they  then  to  meet? 
Were  they  to  rally  round  the  throne  in  the 
onUnary  execution  of  their  duty,  as  loyal  sub- 

jects ?  If  they  were  to  do  that,  thevVere  to 
be  under  the  diiection  and  control  ofthe  leei- 
Ivnaie  nililaiy  power  of  the  country  r  Why 

iiito  departments;  they  have  committees 
of  ways  and  means,  of  finances,  of  union,  or- 
Smization  of  every  species,  and  they  come  at 

st  to  take  the  very  title  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France,  with  the  difference  only 

that  the  one  is  British,  and  the  other  is 

French— 'i%e  Brituh  Conven^'on— The  first 
year  of  the  British  Convention  (which  is  an 
epoch)  one  and  indivisible.  Gentlemen,  I 
am  told  that  the  funds  of  this  society  were 
small.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that ;  but  it  is 
the  only  remark  that  could  be  made  upon  the 
circumstances  of  this  cast*,  and  I  must  not  be 
told  that,  because  the  funds  of  men  arc  small^ 
they  can  do  no  mischief.  Margarot  says  in 
one  of  his  letters,  which  is  before  you — 
"  Money,  money,  money  is  all  that  is  want" 
ed  ;**  and  Martin  says,  in  one  of  his  letters 
before  you — "  Thatpeoplc  who  have  money 
begin  now  to  come  in,  and  sit  down  with  the 

leather  apron  gentry."  But  it  is  not  merely 
money  that  is  tu  do  the  business — the  plan  of 
afliliation  in  another  country  was  not  done  by 
men  who  did  it  with  money— it  was  done  bj 
the  physical  strength  of  numbers;  thepl^* 
sical  strength^  which  Barlow  refers  lo  in  ha 
letter,  and  it  is  rather  klle,  in  auch  ft< 
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the  quantity  of  monej-  which 
It  re  hni!»  iflhcy  were  imiling 

tural  strcnvrih,  and  aft'etting 
sent,  thul  if  they  could  get  a  coiivcn- 

f  Kn^Urul  art«l  Scotland,  ihey  should 
nt  not  less  than  seven  hundred  thoa- 

•dult  niitlcs  of  the  kingdom. 
Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  when  this  had 

'.and  whei^  tho^eiiersoiis  were  dispersed the  magistracy  of  the  country,  and  when 
rtniu  sentences  were  passed   upon  tiiero^ 
ith  respect  to  whicli  I  am  bound  to  say  one 
>rd,  not  because  I  ana  going  to  give  you  my 
inion  ahout  the  law  of  these  cases,  or  either 
contradict,  or  not,  the  prophecy  of  my 
ned  friend  about  them,  though  1  should 

ve  been  very  happy  if,  in  another  place,  I 
d  received  his  assistance  upon  the  subject, 
t  because  it  has  been  argued  by  the  last 
ntleinan  who  spoke,  that  this  could  not  be 
ason  in  the  Scotch  Convention  (not  upon 
nci[>les,  I  think  he  did  not  venture  tnus 
uch,  but)  because  they  were  prosecuted  only 
a  misdemeanor.    Now  I  cannot  agree  to 
at,  for  one  reason,  because  I  say,  that  when 
more  of  this  matter  was  discovered,  than 

e  proceedings  of  the  Scotch  Convention, 
d  when  one  could  not  make  out  by  all  the 

'  lional  evidence  which  subsequent  disco- ry  lias  brought  forth  with  respect  to  the 
HcCl,  which  produced  that  convention,  and 
Lich  subsequent  discovery  has  brought  forth 
th  respect  to  the  facts,  that  passed  arter 
1  convention,  it  would  inrteed  have  been  a 
Id  thing  in  the  crown  oflicers  in  Scotland, 

bo  acted  upon  their  own  advice  upon  this 
bject,  to  have  said  that  they  would  in»pule 

'i,  as  being  unquestionably  what  it  was,  an 
ert-act  of  high  treason,  wlien  my  friends 
ntend  with  so  much  strength,  that  not  only 
t  this,  but  that  all  those  additional  circum- 
CC5  together,  which  are  now  proved,  and 
ch  contain  an  infinite  number  of  such 

l^,  as  they  appi'ar  to  me,  do  not  form 
d  for  the  imputation,     I  say,  if  the 
lawyers  of  Scotland  had  ventured  upon 

prosecution  for  high  treason,  the  cons€- 
ce  would  be  that  iliey  mi^ht  be  thought 

have  had  a  case  short  in  provini^  a  con- 
iracy,  where  it  consisted  only  of  ihe  trans- 
lions  ol  that  convention;  I  ought  not,  bow- 

er, to  scruple  saying  here,  what  I  said  in 
lia  I  cnt,  and  wlmt  the  world  knows  at 

that  I  did  say,  that  if  the  tnlerests  of 
blic  had  been  committed  to  me  upon 
IN?  ar>  I  knew  it,  when  I  so  expressed 

If,  I  *«houtd  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
a  jury  whether  it  w;is  not  a  case  of  high 
son.    Consider  the  real  objects  of  that 
veiKJon :— now  there  is  do  law  in  England 
which  yit\t  can  sny  to  any  man.  who  chooses 
juk  for  your  co.it,  this  coat  is  my  own,  if  I 
not  now  say  that  a  conspir.tcy  to  imprison 

e  kin^,  to  remove  by  force  evil  counsellors 
him,   though  the   consnlrators   do   not 
to  affect  his  hfe,  an-  te  parties 

fess  great  tenderni  usper^on, 
VOL.  XXV. 

A.  D.  IW. 

t546 

Is  an  overt-act  of  hieh-trea^oia.  Il  would  be 
a  singuUr  thing  if  It  was  not.  If  U  is,  it 
would  lie  more  sin«iilar  if  a  consjiracy  to 
makjc  him  remove  counsellors,  formrd  upon 
the  principle  Ufton  which  this  was  furnjed, 
viz.  to  compel  him  by  fi«rtc  to  jurl  w>th  the 
great  counsel  of  the  nation,  is  not  an  overt* 
act  of  high-treasion.  But  upon  tlial  you  will 

receive  my  lord's  direction*,  by-aud-by". i  now  come  to  the  proceeding"  upon  the 
17 ih  of  January,  1791;  and  with  rcfpccl  to 
these  proceedings,  you  will  permit  me,  for  a 
moment,  to  caJryour  attention  to  them,  be- 

cause ihcy  are  of  ̂ rcat  con^cqurtn^e  in  thb 
business,  I  say  it  is  impossible  for  a  person 
who  was  privy  to  those  proceedings,  and  I  say 
it  is  impossible  tor  the  gentleman  at  the  bar 
to  contend  that  he  was  not  h  party  to  Ifiese 

proceedings— to  deny,  that  he  meant  lo  carry 
this  project  by  force,  I  will  not  go  through 
the  particulars  of  the  evidence  here,  which 

relate  to  the  adoption  of  Sinclalr*^  proceedings 
in  the  Scotch  convention,  but  must  again  relet 

you  to  the  resolutions  in  the  society's  book, — 
I  must  refer  you  to  the  resolutions  in  the  so- 

ciety's book,  repeated  again,  when  his  letter  is 
taken  into  consideration— I  must  refer  you  lo 
the  letters  which  Mr.  Tookc  himself  wrote, 
where  he  speaks  of  sending  Mr.  Pitt  to  Botany 
Bay,  which  cannot  be  represented,  with  any 
degree  oftruth,  as  merely  a  letter  of  solicitation 
of  subscription  for  Sinclair,  for  it  is  a  direct 
adoption  of  his  whole  conduct;  it  stales  Sin- 

clair not  only  to  have  acted  well,  but  mode- 
rately ,  and  having  said  this,  I  call  now  your 

attention  lo  the  resolutions  of  the  17th  of 

January,  1794.  Now  with  respect  to  those 
resolutions,  Gerrald,  who  had  come  from  the 
Scotch  Convention,  was  present  when  they 
were  formed ;  he  took  the  chair  immediately 
after  Mr,  Tookc  had  left  it,  and  proposed  a 
resolution  as  offensive  as  any  of  them;  and 

there  is  no  single  person  called  to  prove 
that  Mr.  Tookc,  though  he  did  not  remain 
in  the  chair,  did  not  remam  in  the  room 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  resolu- 

tion ;  but  that  is  not  necessary,  tor  the  Cor- 

responding Society's  address  of  the  20th  of 
January,  1  shall  show  iidoptcd  fully  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  24lh,  by  the  Constiluiional 
Society,  and  fully  adopted  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  '^8th  of  March.  1791,  and  likewise  tSe 
subsequent  proteedin^s  of  the  I  ith  of  April, 
17^4 ;  but  the  resolution  is  a  strong  one,  and 
I  must  mention  il  to  you— while  Mr.  Tooke 
was  in  the  chair  they  state  this—"  We  call 
to  mind  with  the  deepest  sati^fat  tioo,  the 
merited  fate  of  the  infamous  JciTeries,  once 
lord  chief  justice  of  England,  who,  at  the  era 
of  the  glorious  Revolution,  fur  the  many  ini- 

quitous sentences  which  he  had  passed,  wm» 

torn  to  pieces  by  i^  brave  and  injured  people  j** 
and  then  it  h  "  Resolved  that  those  who  mii- 

tatc  his  example,  deserve  his  fate."  I  shouM 
ho^e  that  men  of  talenU  will  in  future  si>eak 

planer. "  Resolved,  that  Uie  Tweed,  though  il  miLV «  N 
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divide  countries,  ought  not,  and  does  not 
make  a  aepantion  between  thoie  principle 
of  common  neverity,  in  which  En^jlitbnien 
md  Scotchmen  are  equally  intereited;  tbut 
ii^jfistice  in  Scotland  is  iiyustioe  in  England, 
and  that  the  safely  of  Ec^tisbmen  u  endan- 
rid  whenever  tndr  brethren  in  Bcotland, 

a  conduct  which  entitles  them  to  the  ap- 
probation of  all  wise,  and  the  support  of  all 

brave  men,  are  sentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  a 
Dunishment  hitherto  inflicted  only  oo  fe- 

*^  Resolved,  that  we  see  vrith  remtf'— and 
yon  will  observe  that  the  counsel  for  the  pi- 
aoner  felt  themselves  bound  to  get  rid  of 
this—'*  but  we  see,  without  fesr,  that  the 
period  is  hai  approaching  when  the  liberties 
of  Britons  must  depend  not  upon  reason,  to 
which  the^  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  tnor 
powers  or  expressing  i^  but  on  their  firm 
«ttd  undaunted  resolution  to  oppose  tyranny 
hy  the  same  means  by  whicn  it  u  ̂ er- 

ased." Now,  gnitlemen,  I  ask  any  man  what  that 
neansP  The  courts  of  justice,  acting  under  a 
fosponsibility  which  those  courts  are  subject 
to  In  that  country,  had  passed  sentepces, 
vluch  came  under  the  review  of  parliament, 
and,  as  I  may  say,  under  the  exercise  of  a 
sharper  writ  of  error,  than  the  proceedings  of 
any  judges  in  my  recollection  ever  came.  We 
are  told  upon  this,  that  the  time  is  £ut  ̂ i- 
proaching^  when  the  people  of  this  country 
are  to  resist  tyranny  by  the  same  means,  by 
which  it  is  exercised.  What  b  the  meaning 
of  that?  I  say  that,  when  legitimate  govern- 
inent  is  called  tyranny,  and  when  meh  say 
that  you  are  to  resist  that  tyranny  by  the 
same  means  by  which  it  b  exercised,  it 
amounts  to  neither  more  nor  less  than  say- 

ing that  you  are  to  resist  government  by  the 
same  means  by  which  it  is  exercised-— that  is 
by  force.  The^  so  reason  about  it  in  the  letter 
of  the  11th  or  January,  and  Hardy  might  have 
been  called  to  prove  that  Mr.  Togke  knew 
nothing  of  that  matter;  it  is  there  expressly 
stated  that  -"  Now  is  the  time  ibr  us  to  do 
something  worthy  of  men ;  the  brave  defen- 

ders of  liMrty,  south  of  the  English  channel, 
are  performing  wonders,  drivinz  their  enemies 
before  them  like  chaff  before  the  whirlwind." 
They  proceed  to  this  address  of  the  mh  of 
January,  1794.  Now,  with  respect  to  that 
address,  1  defy  the  wit  of  man  to  g^e  it  the 
construction  which  they  have  felt  uiemselves 
botmd  to  attempt  to  nve  it  on  the  other  side. 
After  a  most  inflamed  introduction,  they  br- 

iber state  that  they  approve  of  the  wisdom 
and  conduct  of  the  British  Convention  in 

Edinburgh,  and  add :  **  The  Irish  parliament 
and  the  Scotch  judges,  actuated  by  the  same 

.  English  influence,  have  brought  us  direct^ 
to  the  point;  there.  Is  no  farther  step  beyond 

*  tlmt,  which  they  have  taken.  We  are  at  issue. 
We  must  now  choose,  at  once,  either  liberty 
or  slaveiy  for  ourselv^  andfour  posterity. 
Will  you  wait  till  baaa^  are  eredea  in  every 

viUage,  and  till  subsidiied  Henians  and  Ha- 
noverians are  upon  us  ̂ ^  What  isthe msan 

ingof  this,  which  is  the  language  of  meii|WhQ 
ssy,  that  if  the  kingdom  cf  Oreat  BritaiB 
should  have  mtroduoed  into  it  anyfbiekli 
troops,  even  by  act  of  parliament,  they  woou 
immediately  meet  in  a  oonventkin,  and  tasisC 
until  they  were  overcome  by  superior  knmf 
«  Toil  may  ask  perhaps  (they  proceed)  liy  what means  sfisll  we  seek  redress?  We 
that  men  In  a  stale  of  dvilized 
bound  to  seek  redress  of  the  grievancestfoaa 
the  laws,  as  long  as  any  redress  can  be  ob» 

tained  by  the  lawsw  but'our  w,r».»«^  .—^g whom  we  serve  (whose  law  is  a  law  of  Sberly, 
and  whose  service  is  perfect  fieedom),  bis 
taught  ns  not  to  expect  to  gsther  giapes  fimoi 
tb(Mii8,iior  figs  from. thtttles.  Wemustbaia 
redress  ^  Now  remember  whom  thqf 
have  been  speaking  of  through  thp  trans- 

actions of  two  years,  as  their  pumderm^  their 
enemies,  and  oppressors ;  and  remember  those 
addresses  to  France,  and  what  I  fomt  to  ob- 

serve upon,  the  private  letters  of  llr.  Tooke. 
You  will,  l^-and^bv,  have  them  stated  with 
more  e&ct  than  I  can  state  them— ̂   Wa 
must  have  redress  from  our  own  laws»  and 

not  from  the  laws  of  uur  plunderers^  'ena> 
mies,  and  oppressors.**  Now,  what  laws  ars 
there  in  this  kingdom  to  which  that  can  be 
applied,  but  the  laws  of  the  Kins,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  in  parliament  assembled?  If  I  mis* 
take  the  interpretation  of  this,  I  hope  and  be- 

seech that  my  lord  will  give  a  benign  inter- 
pretation of  It  when  he  comes  to  state  this 

evidence  to  jrou ;  but  I  state  it  as  that  inter* 
pretation  wmch  it  aopears  to  me  is  the  neces- 

sary exposition  ana  interprietation  of  it^— 
"  There  is  no  redress  fur  a  nation  circum 
stanced  as  we  are  but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  fldl 
representation  of  the  people  ?  Now,  give  me 
leave  to  ask,  how  is  all  that  you  have  hesrd 
about  moDarcby  to  be  connected  with  thb 
fair,  free,  and  full  representation  of  the  peo- 

ple? But  if  it  was  meant  that  this  fair,  nee, 
and  full  representation  of  the  people  was  Is 
be  the  effect  of  their  wills,  and  not  of  the 
will  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons^  in 
parliament  assembled,  whom  they  thus  dare 
to  call  their  plunderers,  enemies,  and  op- 

pressors, the  case  is  not  one  bit  the  wocta 
whether  it  was  meant  directiy  to  depose  the 
monarch  of  the  countrjr,  or  to  effect  tne  msa- 
sures  which  lead  to  his  deposition,  and,  m 
consequence,  to  that  which  is  not  &  distend 
— ^his  death.  Then  (not  approving,  to  be  surs^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  in  Scot- 

land!)  they  state  as  follows,  and  Xhtj  dropr* 
and  this  is  very  material— they  drop  the  caia 
of  invasion ;  they  durst  not  state  that  case  m 
their  resolutions  in  the  Scotch  Conventions 
they  dared  not  to  publish  it  here  in  England  & 
but  they  stote— *<  That,  during  the  ensnii^ 
session  of  parliament,  the  general  oonunHln 
of  this  soaety  do  meet  daily,  ibr  the  paqjaH 
of  watchmg  the  proceeding^  of  tha  Pllia- 
meat,  and  of  the  administiatkNi  of  vk0i 
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Jtti^nl  of  tills  coimlry ;  and  thai,  upon  the 

it  inlrodijciian  of  any  bril  or  motion,  ini* 

lical  to  the  liberties  o'f  the  people,  such  as laniling  foreign  troops  in  Great  Britain  or 
tUnd;**— I  a^k  again  what  had  they  to 
with  tlvat,  unless  they  meant  to  prevent  by 

rce  the  e^cecutloti  of  a  law  for  landini;  fo- 
ign  troops?^"  for  snspeudiiig  the  Habeas 
jrpus  act ;  for  proclaiming  martial  Jaw]  or 
preventing  the  people  from  meeting  in  so- 

fties for  constitutional  information,  or  any 
icr  innovation  of  a  similar  natiiro ;  that,  on 

ly  of  these  emergencies,"— now,  mind  the 
>ression !  I  have  no  occasion  to  argue  in 
is  court  of  law,  what  the  powers  of  the 
ople  in  thi*  country  are^"  the  general 
^niniUte«  shall  issue  summonses  to  the  dele- 
ites  of  each  division,  and  also  to  the  i»ecrc- 
ric«  of  the  different  societies  affiliated  and 

»panding  wilh  this  society,  furthwith" — 
do  what  ?—"  forthwith  to  call  a  general 

mvcntion" — of  whom?--"  of  the  societies? 
•no  ! — ^*  forthwith  to  call  a  general  conven- 
)n  of  the  people   "    Now,  what  is  a  ge- 

"  convention  of  the  people,  but  persons :in^  upon  therotclvcs  to  represent  tlie  pco- 
f — m  the  character  of  the  people  taking 
m  themselves  legislative  and  executive 
lority;  and,  if  there  could  be  any  doubt 

)ut  this,  which  I  say  there  cannot,  the 
ib\  is  removed  at  once  when  you  recollect 
occasion  and  emergency  upon  which  they 
to  be  called  together— for  the  very  pur- 
of  resisting  the  first  motion  that  shall 

taken  towards  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
B  country,  which  is  the  genuine  rcwcsen- 
tion  or  convention  of  the  people — tne  pco- 
i  in  narlianaent  assembled—"  to  be  held  at 
:K  place,  and  in  sucli  a  manner,  as  shall  be 
seined  in  the  summons,  for  the  purpose  of 
lOg  such  measures  into  their  considera- 
r  Gcntiemcu,  tins  is  not  all ;  because 
will  find  in  a  letter  which  was  written,  I 

think,  by  Margarot  to  Hardy,  wlio  has  not 
been  called  lo  prove  that  the  prisoner  knew 

)thin;^  about  it,  that  Margarot  informs  him 
)Ut  those  Hessians  gettiuc  into  barracks; 

id  desiring  to  know  whether  they  would 
lit  for  this  convention  of  the  people,  or 
sW  their  occks  like  lambs  to  the  slaughter, 
act  for  themselves — that  this  is  that  time 
lich  is  described  in  the  letter  to  Norwich 
now  come,  and  which,  if  lost,  will  never  be 

i«d. 
tn,  did  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  approve 

this?   With  respect  to  that^  I  would  call 
attention  to  the  transactions  of  the  «4th 

Januaty,  ir94.     Now,  ail  that  has  been 
Lted  upon  that,  is,  that  these  transactioos 

'  r — **  That  it  be  resolved,  ihal  the  most 
address  of  the  I^ndon  Corrcspond- 

:iety  be  entered  on  the  books  of  this 

ly/'    Nobody  has  been  called  to  prove 
jou  that  sny  other  address  was  meant.^ 
ledatc  IS  the  f4th  of  January.     You  will 

in  addition  to  this,  tliat  upon  the 
«f  itQuary^  the  London  Correapoodiog 

A,  D.  1794, 

Society,  in  their  address  of  the  20th,  bavins 
approved  of  every  thin^  which  the  ScolcU 
Convention  had  done,  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety, Mr.  Tookc  being  present*  anil  there  is 
a  rough  draught  of  the  fcsolution  in  hi^own 
hand- writing,  came  to  a  resolution,  that  thai 
Corresponding  Society  had  deserved  well  of 
their  country.  Then,  gentlemen,  here  is  an 
end  of  all  farther  talk  at>out  Sinclair;  for,  if 
the  Constitutional  Society,  upon  the  34lh  of 

January,  approved  of  what  the  Corresponding 
Society  did  upon  the  aoth,  and  the  Corres- 

ponding Society  on  the  20th  approved  the 
whole  conduct  of  the  British  Convention, 
Gerrald,  reluming  to  this  Constitutional  So- 

ciety— Sinclair,  a  member  of  it — Margarot,  a 
member  of  it — their  letters  and  communica- 

tions found  in  the  possession  of  the  secretary, 
how  is  it  possible  for  a  moment  to  argue  that 

Mr.  Tooke,  present,  and  drawing  this  resolu-  • 
tion,  waB  not  a  party  to  the  transactions  of  the 
British  Convention  in  Scotland,  even  if  the 
persons  who  did  act  in  this  transaction  had 
gone  beyond  their  instructions?  But  this  is 
not  all;  for  you  will  find  that  afterwards 
Thelwall  states,  in  a  letter  to  Adams,  that 
by  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tooke,  he  was  to  liave 
six  cuineas  for  printing  the  address  of  tlic 
London  Corresponding  Society;  he  pays  for 
them. — And  has  Mr.  Tooke  ventured  to  ask 

Adams  the  question,  what  were  tliosc  two 
thousand  five  hundred  copies,  in  reS7)€Ct  of 
which  these  six  guineas  were  paid  by  the  »o- 
ciety,  of  which  you  were  secretary?    

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  we  come  now  to  i^^M 
transaction^  from  which,  whether  the  <^^il4^H 
Tcniiofi  to  be  called  in  conse(|tience  of  it  was 
to  be  a  convention  of  the  people  or  not,  I  say 
it  is  demonstrable  that  there  was  to  be  a  con- 

vention to  exercise  legislative  and  to  assume 
executive  power,  and  to  be  supported  by  force, 
if  necessary.  This  project  begun  upon  the 
27\\\  of  March,  1794.  But  if  I  do  not  make 
Oiat  out,  there  is  enough  in  this  case  to  sustain 
what  I  have  been  urging.  Mr.  Hardy  might 
be  called  with  respect  lo  this  transaction  of 
March,  1794;  and  it  is  hardly  possible,  when 
one  attends  to  the  slyle  anc!  context  of  the 
letter  then  sent,  not  to  think  that  this  would 
have  been  an  additional  motive  to  have  called 

him,  to  have  assisted  the  case  of  the  gentle- 
man, to  the  extent  of  saying,  that  he  was  not 

a  party  in  this  communication  to  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  :  th»it  the  commmiication 

was  made,  in  the  name  of  Hardy,  has  been 
proved.  Now  my  friends  read  the  letter  to 
which  I  am  alluding,  but  forget  to  read  the 
resolution.  They  dont  like  the  resolution,  be* 
cause  thatshows  the  true  exposition  of  the  letter 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  when 
they  say  they  conceive  "  that  the  moment  la 
arrived  when  a  full  and  explicit  dcclardtion 

is  necessary-  from  all  the  friends  of  freedom/* 
Gentlemen,  give  m^  leave  to  call  back  to  your 
attention,  that  in  August,  1792,  they  thought 
the  moment  had  not  arrived — that  on  the 

16th  of  April,  1793,  they  thoa^U^l\tm*4^t^\aX 
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im bad  n<^  arrived ;  but  they  now  ny  that  the 
m^]^t  is  arrived,  when  a  full  and  explicit 
^eqaration  is  necessary.--''  The  Socie^  fpr 
Coijistitiitional  Information  is  therefore  re- 

quired to  determine^  jirhether  or  no  they  will 
te  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  con- 

junction with  this  and  otner  societiet  to  oh- 

toin  a  fair  representation  of  the  people.'* Now,  w/ere  these  people,  in  the  taea  of  Mr. 
Tooke,  or  of  any  man  Uving  who  has  coniinpn 
tense,  to  obtain  a  fair  representation  through 
parliament,  who  had,  in  the  coune  of  their 
proceedings,  determined  that  they  would  have 
a  convention  of  the  people,  to  supersede  and 
Resist  parliament,  unless  they  themselves  were 
niperaeded  and  resisted  by  a  superior  force? 
But,  gentlemen,  how  was  this  to  be  done? 
Why,  they  talk  of  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
doavention.  Look  at  this  resolution  when 

niy  lord  comes  to  sum  it  up  to  you—*'  That 
i%  IS  the  decided  opinion  of  this  society,  that. 
to  secure  ourselves  from  fiitive  iUe^  and 
•caadalous  prosecutions,  to  prevent  a  repe- 

tition nf  wicked  and  ui\just  sentences,  and  to 
ncall  those  wiap  and  wholeyune  laws  that 

bave  been  wrested  from  us**— Now,  how  were 
^y  to  recall  those  wise  and  wholesome  laws 
that  had  been  wrested  from  us  ?  There  were 

only  two  ways  of  doing  it— doins  it  by  appli* 
cation  to  parliament,  or  doing  it  by  tbie  force 
of  such  a  National  Convention  as  hu  been 
di^ibed  in  prior  proceedings!  Which  do 
Hhey  mean  ?  Do  they  mean  to  apply  to  pariia- 
ment  ?— application  to  which  they  had  before 
stated  to  be  futile ;  to  that  parliament  which 
they  had  said  they  never  would  approach,  and 
which  they  had  stated  was  incompetent,  upon 
iheir  principles,  to  give  them  any  remedy  ? 
No!  What  do  they  sayP— "  There  ought  to 
ba  immediately  a  convention  of  the  people''— 
Now,  how  is  that  convention  of  the  people  to 
to  brought  about  ?—¥  by  delegates,  deputed 
ior  that  purpose,  from  the  di&rent  societies 
of  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  assembled  in  th* 
various  parts  of  this  nation."  This  new  con- 

vention of  delegates  is  a  convention  of  the 
people,  by  delegates,  from  different  sodeties, 
who  expressly  had  disavowed  having  any 
thing  to  do  with  parliament  upon  any  subject. 
It  was  found  necessary,  with  respect  to  the 

proceed'mgs  of  the  4th  and  1 1th  ofApril,  1794, to  insist  that  the  gentleman  was  not  implv* 
cated  in  them.  It  &s  been  proved  distinctly 
to  you,  and  I  care  not  how  little  or  how  mucn 
llr.  Adams  knew  upon  this  subject,  for  he 
is  not  prosecuted,  because  I  think  he  knew 
very  little  upon  this  subject— but  he  dis- 

tinctly proved,  that  gentleman  named  Sharps 
to  be  one  of  the  committee  of  correspondence 
and  co-operation.  Beyond  all  that,  and  what 
puts  it  entirely  out  of  the  question,  is  this, 
Jthat  the  very  circumslance  which  has  b^n 
stated,  as  a  circumstance  to  prove  that  this 
thing,  a  convention  of  the  people,  was  not  to 
be  a  convention  of  the  people,  proves  veiy  dis- 

tinct^ thai  these  papers  are  drawn  with  a  £oo4 
4td  of  «i|  buiIS^  «U  bnnmm^ 

to  prove,  upon  tbe  paper  of  .the  tith  of  ̂ piiL 
1704,  that  BIr.  Tooke  did  not  give  his  iid| 
consent  to  this  pnyecl  of  a  cooveqtiop  of  tba 
people.  I  allude  now  to  that  paper  vrUdi 
has  many  words  scored  round,-  and  whidi 
scoring  round  is  to  have  tbe  e&ct  of  eamo^ 
I  ssy  UiisCorrespoodinff  Society  and  Coaili* 

tutlonal  Society,  which  had  raostdii*'    '* understood  each  other  in  -all  their  srooes 
ings,  from  the  6th  of  Aunisl^  1709,  oowa  lo 
tnis  period,  have  distinct^  disavowed  iuj  ap^ 
plication  to  parliament;  and,  by  Ihair  Ua^ 
gates,  in  the  Scotch  Convention,  acte4  aa  da«> 
legates  of  the  people;  meaning  to  havo  k»t 
laUve  and  executive  power  if  parliamoiit  Jih 
lerposed,  and  unless  redsted  by  supsrior 
fofce.  When  the  Corresponding  Socie^talkiL 
of  having  a  convention  of  the  peopla,  m  tha 
third  resolution,  by  delegates  or  the  aiffefent 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  Freedon,  that  ia 
the  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  liberty,  wbi^ 
fi>r  tbe  sake  of  variation  in  the  phnst^  and 
without  any  variatk»n  in  the  substanoc  of 
the  things  taken  according  to  all  le^tiiQalB 
principles  of  construction,  is  elsewhere  spokea 
of,  end  to  this  Mr.  Tooke  nnist  ha  takao 
to  have,  given  his  assent  upon  the  11th  of 

April. Then  it  is  saidi  that  the  Scotch  Convention 
did  little  or  nothing.  It  was.  gentlemen,  net 
the  plan  that  its  members  sbmild  by  theou 
selves  do  much :  but  you  have  the  cinsulat 
letter  of  Hardy,  which  is  a  call  upon  the  pea* 
pie  of  Great  Britain  to  meet  in  convention, 
to  supers«le  the  legislature :  you  have  had.it 
proved  that  Yorke,  whether  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  or  not,  attended  it,  and 
was  honoured  with  their  delegation  to  the 
Scotch  Convention ;  and  tiiough  they  did  not 
choose  to  give  him  as  much  money  as  he 
wanted  upon  that  occasion,  yet  there  is  not  a 
trace  upon  the  books  of  the  Constitutional 
flkKiety,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  of  any 
disapprobation  of  his  appointment.  You  have 
heard  of  the  meeting  in  the  open  air  at  Shrf<* 
field,  where  a  petition  to  parliament  was  pco* 
posed  bv  their  leader  (for  there  was  a  leader  at 
oheffield  as  well  as  other  places),  f&r  the 

purpose  of  being  ne»tived.  You  have of  tne  letter  sent  to  Bristol.  You  have  bcaid 

of  Hardy's  letter  to  Stratbavcn.  You  have 
heard  of  the  delezates  being  appointed  la 

Scotiand,  and  Harcly*s  letters  to  Newcastla- 
upon-Tyne.  You  have  evidence  of  meetingt 
in  the  open  air^-<»f  persons  meeting  at 
Leeds,  Hallifax,  and  various  other  places; 
and  it  is  impossible,  upon  the  evidence  which 
you  have  upon  the  subject,  to  doubt  for  a 
moDoent  that  there  would  have  been  a  cop* 
vention  (what  the  nature  or  quality  wwM 
have  been  is  for  you  to  judge)  if  tha  910^ 
ceedings  had  not  taken  place  in  consequiMi 
of  which  I  have  the  honour  of  addressiiigHMI 
btft  this  day. 

Gffotleraen,  you  have  heard  mora  llH0%il 
tfaiiu  lor  yo«  have  heard  of  tha 
CMb-ftm;  sod  I  mm  t«k« 



for  Tli^h  Treason, 

feedings  *re  fairly  imputable 
rman  at  the  bur.     You  will  f\ud 

rere  informed  that  there  was  to  be 

^gcnerHl  met  ling  on  Moudav*  the  14lh  of 
kpril,  which  was  the  day  wlien  these  pro- 
^du>g5  look  fil^e      It  vi'ould  have  been  an 

iiiii,  r  tor  tiie  gentleman  to  have  pruved 
!  no  cotuicxioii  with  ihem,  against 
♦evidence  that  be  has  a  niuterial 

iiOQ  with  theui.     I   particularly  allude 

th«  fiith  rcsohition — **  That  any  attempt 
violate  those  yet  remaining  laws,  which 

frc  intended  tor  the  security  of  Englishmen 
iik&t  the  tyranny  of  tourts  and  ministers, 

id  llie  corruption  of  dependent  judges,  by 
itiiig  lu  such  judge«  a  legislative  or  arbi- 
kry  power  (bttch  as  has  lalely  been  exerted 
the  court  of  justiciary  in  Scollan^l),  ought 
be  considered  as  dis^olvin^  entirely  the 

compact  between  the  English  nation 
tjieir  |;uvernor5,  and  driving  them  to  an 

iinethale    appeal   to    that  incontruverlihie 
Lxini  of  eternal  justice;  that  the  safety  of 

people"— you  wtlJ  remember  the  expres- 
m,  gentlemen,  in  the  paper  of  the  'iOth  of 
m;iry — '*  That  the  salcty  of  the  people  is 
supreme,  and,  in  cases  of  necessity,  the 

ily  law.    That  the  arming  and  discipUning 
this  country,  either  with  or  without  the 

msent  of  parliament''—  I  beg  your  attention 
jrds— •*  That  the  arming  and  disci- 

[f  his  courilry,  either  with  or  without 
t  of  parliament,  any  bands  of  emi- 
lurei^ners,  driven  from  their  own 

.,...,  ,^a  their  known  attachment  to  an  in- 
de&potisn>,  is  an  outrageous  attempt 

•verawe  and  inlimiduie  the  tVec  spirit  of 
ritons;  to  subjugate  ttjr?m  to  an  army  of 

reoary  cut"throat9,  whose  views  and  iu- 
jrests  most,  of  necessity,  be  in  direct  oppo- 
ition  to  those  of  the  nation;  and  that  no 
;leocc  whatever  ought  to  induce  the  people 
iubmit  to  so  unconsitttutional  a  measure." 
Then  1  desire  to  know  whether  a  convcn- 
m  being    determined  upon   among    these 
>ple,  these  two  last  resolutions  have  not  a 

Rrecl  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  ITlh 

'January,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  20th  of mary,  to  the  proceeding*  of  the  24th  of 
luary,  and  whether   fliey  do  not  demon- 
ite,  upon  all  fair  reasoning,  (bat  this  body 
;h  wan  to  meet,  was  to  meet  u|>on  a  pnn- 

ip)e  which  f^uperseded  the  necessity  of  all 
;  and  which,  according  to  these  resolu- 

was  to  pay  as  little  attention  to  that, 
wms  done  with  the  consent  of  parlia- 
«s  that  which  was  done  without  lit  I 

be  exceedingly  glad  to  know,  if  it  be 
de  to  give  to   such  a  convention  the 

ncter  of  a  body  meaning  to  petition  the 
rliament  of  Ihi^  country ;  to  convey  to  par- 

it  the  influenire  which  ought  always  to 
ioonveyrd  to  it,  the  iudui^nce  of  those  whom 

llwy  repre*e|it,  speaking  to  them  in  a  consti- 
J  maimer,  or  whether,  on  the. other 

,\h\t^  waft  nut  to  be  a  convention  of  the 

jio.k»0|^r  to  be  govetfied  by  their 
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Uw9,  that  in  tb«  laws  of  the  legislature  of  thtj 

country,  but  in  the  room  of  the  laws  of  tin' enemies,  plunderers,  and  opiiressors,  to  $(j1 
stitutc  their  own  lawik 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  this  wa»  to 
the  character  of  the  convention,  that  was 
meet  in  consequence  of  lliese  proceedmgis  iqj 
Aprd,  1794,  I  conceive,  with  deference 
the  wi^lora  that  presides  here  (it  is  my  busi- 

ness to  do  my  own  duty  as  well  as  I  can, 

I  am  weddcd'to  no  opmion ;  I  shill  be,  as individual,  most  happy  if  any  errors  in  mj 
opinion  are  found  favourable  to  the  gcnih 
man  at  the  bar)  if  Uiis  be  the  character 
that  convention  which  \v»s  to  meet  in  coi 

quence  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  )4th  of 
April,  1794;  if  from  tlve  whole  tenor  and 
purport  of  the  evidence^  which  has  beengiven. 
It  is  abundantly  clear,  as  I  conceive  it  to  b« 
(I  iihould  be  happy  if  my  conception  be  wron| 
but  1  neitlvcr  can  discover  my  error  in  tl 

law,  or  in  fact),  if  the  whole  tenor  oi'the  pr©»" ceedings  staled  to  you  proves  that  it  wu% 
finally  intended  to  bring  about  that  National 
ConventitiD,  such  as  has  been  recommended 
in  every  step  of  the  proceedings  of  these  per- 
lons,  from  the  Gth  ot  August,  1793,  down  1*^ 
the  moment  that  I  am  nmv  speaking,  I  thas> 
conceive  the  ca*«e  is  proved.  And  then,  gen« 
tlemen,  it  will  not  be  enough  tor  the  gentle- 

man at  the  bar  to  satisfy  you  that  he  thought 
this  at  the  time  an  imprudent  measure;--* 
that  he  thought  it  would  not  yet  do;— 
that  he  thought  that  the  liine  was  not  yet 
come.  If  he  assented  to  the  measure,  though 
the  measure  was  unctjual  at  the  lime  to  the 
purpose,  and  the  measure  be  of  the  character 
which  this  indictment  charges  it  to  be,  it  i^ig- 
nifies  nothing  that  he  thought  the  purpose  of 
it  could  not  then  be  accomplished.  Gentle- 

men, I  say,  beyond  that,  that  you  arc  bound 
to  find  this  gentleman  guilty,  if  he  is  guilty 
of  any  one  overt- act  in  this  indictment;  mndf 
if  you  negative  what  is  stated  about  a  con- 

vention, about  writings  that  arc  stated  in  the 
indictment,  as  published  for  the  purpose  of 
procnricg  the  traitorous  convention  to  be 
holden;  if  you  negative  other  overt-acli,  yet 
if  you  find  one  overt-act  in  tliis  indictment 
supported,  which  amounts  to  a  manifeslatioii 
of  that  intent,  which  the  slitute  of  Edward 
the  Srd  requires  to  be  manifested  by  an  open 
deed,  the  case  is  then  also  made  out  again&t 

the  gentleman  at  the  bar. 
Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  after  apolo- 

gizing to  you  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of 
your  time,  I  would  beg  your  attention  shortly 
to  what  passed  at  Shemeld.  I  will  not  go 
through  it,  because  I  am  really  myself  ex- 

hausted, and  I  perceive  Ihal  many  of  you  at*. 
I  conclude  the  case  by  saying  this,  that  if  it 
shall  have  happened  at  Shcfheld,  for  instance, 
tliat  arms  have  been  provided;  if  it  shall 
have  happened  lliat  tlie  reason  assigned  for 
providing  arms  at  Sheffield,  cannot  |>osAibly 

apply  to  the  fact  of  sending  to  London  a  com- 
mitmcftUon  that  such  arms  wore  to  be  stni  u^ 
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to  London,  though  there  he  no  direct  evidence 
with  respect  to  the  gentleman  at  the  bur  as 
to  these  aims^  I  think  it  consistent  with  my 
doty  to  submit  to  you  whether  all  that  has 
been  stated  to  you,  m  which  be  is  concerned, 
did  noty  in  its  necessary  consequence,  lead  to 
that  provision  of  arms,  which  actually  doet 
•list  m  the  case.    I  say  no  more  of  it 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  sav  farther,  thftt 
in  my  view  of  thbcase,  a»the  bestoonsidera* 
tion  of  it  enables  me  to  judge  of  it,  it  is  not 
necessary  (but  whether  I  am  richt  or  wtoiuk 
in  that,  you  will  be  better  advised  by  mv  lord) 
It  b  not  necessarv  that  any  thing  liln  a  hostile 
weapon  should  have  been  prepared,  if  the 
porpose  was  finally  to  bring  about  a  National 
Convention  to  act  by  force,  when  it  began  to 
act;  if  a  step  was  taken  to  form  that  con- 
ventkin,  nHuch  was  so  to  provide  itself  with 
finee  when  it  was  formed,  I  apprehend  this 
ease  is  established. 

Gentlemen,  havmg  stated  thus  much  to 
joo,  I  have  now  only  to  say,  that  having  dis- 

charged my  duty  to  the  b«it  of  my  strength 
and  power,  I  do  most  humbly  intreat  of  tne 
Oourt,  that  the  gentleman  at  the  bar  may 
have  the  foil  ben^t  of  a  complete  correctkm 
of  evenr  error  into  which  I  nave  foUen  in 
point  or  law.  and  I  do  most  humbly  beseech 
of  you,  gentlemen,— for  in  the  situation  which 
I  hold  in  the  country,  to  a  certoin  degree,  at 
laast,  I  ought  to  be  counsel  for  those  whom 
I  prooecute,  as  well  as  counsel  against  them, 
— 4f  I  have  mistaken,  I  think  I  have  not,  but 
if  I  have  mistaken  the  result  of  the  facts,  I 
most  anxiously  beseech  you  that  he  may  have 
the  foil  benefit  of  a  complete  correction  of 
such  my  mistake  of  such  result,  from  you. 
If  ay  God  Almighty  direct  you  to  a  right  ver- 

dict, and,  whatever  your  conclusion  upon  the 
ease  is,  may  he  grant  that  it  may  have  a  ten- 

dency to  secure  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  country  in  which  we  live  I 

SOMMIMO  w. 

lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre^^Gen\\emt/ti  of 
the  Junr;  The  prisoner  at  the  bar,  John 
Home  Tooke,  stands  indicted  fur  having,  to- 
tether  with  Thomas  Hardy,  John  Augustos 
Bonney,  Stewart  Kydd,  Jeremiah  Joyce,  Thos. 
Waidl^  Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Richter,  Bfat- 
thew  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  Richard  Hodg- 

son, and  John  Baxter,  compassed  and  ima- 
gined the  death  of  the  king.  The  language 

of  the  charge  is— That  they  conspired,  com- 
passed, imagined,  and  intended  to  stir  up. 

move,  and  excite  insurrection,  rebellion,  and 
war  against  the  king,  within  this  kionbm  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  to  subvert  and  uter  the 
legislature,  rule,  and  government  therein 
established ;  and  to  depose  the  king  from  the 
royal  state,  title,  nower,  and  eovemment  of 
this  kingdom ;  ana  to  bring  and  put  the  king 
to  death.  And  thai  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and 
bring  to  effisct  their  treasons  and  treasonable 
iompMoifligsMMl  inMninatianfCi  nkssmjA,  thqr 

overt^octii  widdi  art 
charged  in  this  uidktment 

The  first  overt«ct  charged  is.  thdr  aeet> 
ing,  consulting,  ooMptring^  and  aMeinff  to 
eanse  and  procure  a  conveotkm  aod  morning 

of  the  king's  sul^iocts.  to  be  assemUed  within 
the  Idngdom,  with  mient  and  in  order  tSbmt 
the  persons  so  to  be  assembled,  mi|^  with- 

out and  m  defiance  of  tfa^  autbori^and 

r'  Bst  the  will  of  the  parliamtnt,9ubv«rl  attd \  and  canee  to  be  sobverted  and  idtatodt 
the  iq;islature^  nak,  and  govemnioiit  now 
oitablished,  and  to  depose  and  canae  to  be 
deposed  the  kin^  from  the  reval  state,  titH 
power,  and  govenmient  thereof. 

The  secomi  overt-act  charged^  is,  the  writ- 
ing, composing,  and  puMtsnins  (the  mtni 

readily  and  efiectually  to  aseembJe  wch  cob-' vention,  finr  the  traitorous  purposes  afonaak^ 
and  thereby  to  acooinplish  the  same)  cfivoia 
books,  pamphlets,  letters,  instructions,  resolu- 

tions, orders,  declarations,  addresses,  and 

writings,  purporting  and  containing 'therein 
incitements,  encouragements,  and  oxhorfa* 
tions,  to  move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  kingf^ 
subjects  to  choose,  depute,  and  send,  and 
cause  to  be  chosen,  deputed,  and  sent,  person^ 
as  deleggstes,  to  compose  and  constitute  such 
convention. 

«Ttie  third  overt  act  charged  is,  **  the  vee^ 
ing,  consulting,  and  deliberating  the  mora 
readily  and  effectually  to  assemble  such  con« 
vention,  for  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid, 
concerning  the  calling  ana  assembling  such 
convention,  and  how,  when,  and  where  the 
same  should  be  assembled  and  held,  and  by 
what  means  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the 
king  should  and  miebt  be  induced  and  moved 
to  send  persons  as  delegates  to  compose  and 

constitute  the  same.'' 
The  fourth  overt  act  charged  is,  ̂  the  con- 

senting and  agreeing,  for  the  same  purpose, 
that  Jeremiah  Joyce,  John  Augustus  Bonney^ 
John  Horne  Tooke,  Thomas  Wardle,  Mat- 

thew Moore,  John  Thelwall,  John  Baxter, 
Richard  Hodgson,  John  Lovett,  Williaiia 
Sharpe,  and  John  Pearson  should  meet,  coo* 
fer,  and  co-operate  among  themselves,  for 
and  towards  the  calling  and  asslknbiing  such 

convenlion.'' The  fiflh  overt  act  is,  "  the  causing  and 
procuring  to  be  made  and  provided,  and  con- 

senting and  agreeing  to  the  making  and  pro- 
viding of  divers  arms  and  offensive  weapons, 

that  IS  to  say,  gtms,  muskets,  pikes,  and  axesi 
for  the  purpose  of  arming  divers  subjecte  or 
our  said  lord  the  king,  in  order,  and  to  the 
intent  that  the  same  subjecte  should  and 
might  unlawfully,  forciblv,  and  traitorously 
oppose  and  withsUnd  our  lord  the  king  in  tho 
due  and  lawfol  exercise  of  his  royal  power  and 
auUiority,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm,  and  should  aud  mi|^ 
unhiwfiilly,  forcibly,  and  traitorously  aitbvvt 
and  alter,  and  aid  and  assist  in  suuverting  oal 
altering,  without  and  in  defiance  of  tbo  an* 
thoc^itiid  agunst  the  wiU  of  the  porliM^ 
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this  kingdom,  the  legislature,  mle,  and  go- 
nmcnl  eslibiifhcd  in  this  kingdom,  und 
JcjHjse,  aod  to  aid  and  assist  in  deixjsing 
king  from  the  royal  state,  title,  power, 

government  of  this  kingdom.^* 
The  »i3ith  overt  act  is,  "  the  mcelins,  con- 
Irifiir,  »nd  agreeing  to  raise,  levy,  and  make 

'iu  rebellion,  and  war  willtm  this 

,j  ..dinst  the  king." 
lie  heventh  overt  act  charged  is,  **  Ihe 
rting,  conspiring^  consulting,  and  agreeing 
subvert  arm  alter,  and  cause  to  be  subverl- 

and  altered,  the  legislature,  rule,  and  go- 
rtiment  established  ui  this  kingdom,  and  to 
j^K>5e,  and  cause  to  be  deposed,  the  king, 
►m  hJj'  royal  state,  title,  power,  and  govern- 
\nX  of  this  kingdom/' 
The  eighth  overt  act  charged  is,  "  the  prc- 
ing  and  composing  divers  books,  pamph- 
&,  leUer*',  declarations,  instructions,  resolu- 

ms,    orders,  addresses,  and  writings,  and 

Sperling  the  same,  containing  therein  in- 
Icmcot-v,  encouragements^,  and  exhortations 
move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  subjects  of 

lid  lurd  the  kine  to  aid  and  assist  in  car- 
inlo  effect  !)Ucn  tnutorous  subversion, 

ition,  and  depos*ition»  and  also  containing 
rein  intornmtiou,  ni«ttrucliuns,  and  dlreC' 

ms  to  the  subjects  of  our  said  lord  the  king, 

'ht:u,  and  upon  what  occasions  the 
ilorous  purposes  last  aforesaid  should  and 

|i|bl  be  carrietl  into  effect." 
The  ninth  overt  act  charged  is.  **  the  pro- 
Ing  and  providing  arms  and  offensive  wea- 
ii»,  to  wit,  guns,  musketM,  pikes,  and  axes, 
irewith  to  levy  and  wage  war,  insurrection, 

'  rebellion  agaiubt  our  said  lord  the  king, 
tlhin  this  kingdom." 
Gentlemen,  m  shorter  abstractor  this  Jndict- 

lenl  is,  that  the  first  four  overt  acU  men* 
>aed  in  the  indictment  respect  the  asftem- 
Kng  a  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  usurp- 
ig  the  government;  three  of  the  other  overt 
;ls,  that  is  to  savt  the  fifth,  the  seventh, 

the  eightli,  respect  a  conspiracy  to  sub- 
}rt  the  government,  without  taking  notice  of 

assembling  a  convention;  the  sixth  and 
ith  overt  acts  respect  a  conspiracy  lo  levy 
ir. 

Gentlemen,  I  perceive  it  is  expcct^sd  oF  mc 
tat  I  should  nnuergo  the  fatigue  and  labour 
fiiutnming  up  to  you  the  whole  of  tliisc&se 
rUich  has  Lecn  laid  before  you  in  evidence;  1 

i!l  with  the  a«>sistance  of  tlie  otBcir,  exe- 
L|F*  ?K  .t  H,ity  as  well  as  I  am  able.    When  I 

i  to  you,  and  you  liavc  heard  the 
-,  of  the  evidence,  1  shall  then  state 

JDU,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  what  I 
»Dceive  to  be  the  points  for  your  censidera- 
m ;  how  the  evidence  bears  upon  the  dif- 
mi  pans  of  the  indictment;  and  what  will 
ultimately  the  questioo  for  your  consider- 

ion. 

Gentlemen,  •«  the  part  of  the  prosemtion 
jy  began  with  calling  Maclean,  the  mes- 
iger,  who  told  you,  that  upon  the  twelfth  of 

[aVj  he  went  witti  a  warrant  fiora  the  scxre- 

[558 

tary  of  state,  to  the  liouse  uf  Daniel  Adams; 
that  he  there  seized  certain  book^  and  papers  ; 
and  that  the  book  now  produced  is  ont 
those  Kioks  and  papers. 

Mr.  VVoodfall  was  then  called,  in  ord«r 
prove  that  in  a  particular  paper  shown  to  hii 
there  is  the  hand  wrilrneof  Mr.  HorneTooke^j 
who  now  stands  at  the  ban  He  said  he 

lievcd  the  paper  had  his  hand-writing  in  ill 
that  he  had  seen  hmi  write;  and  that  his  wriUJ 

ing  had  passed  through  his,  (the  witness'j 
hands  upon  more  than  one  occasion. 

Upon  his  cross-examination,  he  said  it 

full  seventeen  years  ago — I  think,  upon  beloc" particularly  pressed  upon  the  subject,  he  laiS 

it  mi^ht  be  nineteen  year**  ago ̂   when  h* 
saw  Mr.  Home  Tooke  write ;  ne  meDlionMl 

that  there  was  a  particular    adverti'^emenl^, 
which  was  to  be  inserted  in  some  of  the  nei 

papers ;  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  wrote  ui 
that    advertisement  —  "  For   the    Moral 
Chronicle  and  London  Packet;"  be  says, 
the  best  of  his.  judgment,  and  from  his  recol* 
lection  of  the  hand* writing,  he  bchevcs 

paper    produced  is  of  the  prisoner's And  upon  thfr  credit  of  that  testimony  resl 

the  proof  of  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Uoi 
Toofce  lo  all  the  paper.*;  that  have  been  pi  _ 
:iuced  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  wnic61 
liave  been  supposed  lo  be  written,  cither  ii 
part  <jr  in  the  whole,  by  Mr.  Home  Tookc/ 
ite  observed  upon  a  difference,  with  regurd  t9 
the  particular  paf-ier  now  produced,  of  an  r  in 
the  word  chairman ;  but  I  think  nothijig  very 
material  turns  upon  ibaL — The  paper  is  A 
paper  of  the  28th  of  March,  ir94. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  ConstiltJ- 
tional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  98th  of  Marcb, 
1794, 

"  PRESEITT, 

*'  Mr.  John  Pearson  in  the  chair, 

"Mr,H/rooke,  Jlr.  Bonncy,  Mr  Hull,  MfJ 
William  Sharpe,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr.  VVardI* 
rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Kydd,  Mr  J.  Williat 
rev.  Dr.  Towers,  Mr.  Thompsun,  Mr.  Scot! 

Mr.  Holcroft,   Mr.  Beck,  Mr.   Parkinson^^ 
Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. Jeomngs. 

"  Resolved,   That  an  address  be  sent  from 

th'ls  society  to  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Sktrvinj 
Marmot,  and  Gerrald*  « 
"The  following  address  was  proposed  by 

Mr.  Joyce,  to  Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  skirv ing, 
Marearol,  antl  Gerrald : 

"  Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens  ; — Although 
we  have  hitherto  been  the  silent,  ycl  we 
have  by  no  means  been  the  unconcerned 

spectators  of  your  conduct  and  sufferings. 
We  have  seen  and  approved  of  your  excnion* 

for  your  country*s  happiness ;  we  have  marked, 
with  honest  indigtiation,  every  step  that  your 

enemies  have  taken  lo  bring  you  to  your  pre- 
sent situation. — Your  enemies  are  llic  ene- 

mies of  public  liberty;— the  men  who  are 
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compiring  against  the  happioeBs  <^  mankind. 
-—The  cause  in  which  yon  embariced,  and  to 
winch  ;^u  have  home  an  honourable  testi- 

mony, 18  worthy  of  eveiy  eaerlion,  and  its 
impMtance  to  the  world  too  grott  to  expect 
its  aocomplishroeni  without  opposition. 

'*  The  histonr  of  Uberty,  for  whose  sake 
you  are  doomed  td  a  long  and  unmerited  exile, 
will  afford,  in  the  present  instance,  that  con- 
M^ation  that  former  martyrs  to  the  same 
toaose  have  experienced ;  the  consolation  that 
you  wiU  not,  you  cannot  suffer  in  vain. 

*  Man  may  perish,  but  truth  will  prevail ; 
neither  persecution,  nor  l»anishment,  nor 
death  itself,  can  finally  injure  the  nrogress  of 
Ibose  principles  which  involve  the  general 
li^>piness  of  man. 

**  While,  therefore^  we  join  eveir  firiend  to 
humanity  in  lamentms  what  ̂ eu  have  alrea- 
djf  endivedy  and  wiui  anxious  hearts  an- 
tadpate  the  perib  to  which  ;rou  may  be  ex- 
pbsed  in  a  banen  and  uncultivated  country; 
yet  we  can  r^ice,  that  the  sources  of  happi- 

ness are  linuted  to  no  place,  but  are  as  ex- 
tensive as  the  dominion  of  God :— under  the 

IKOtection  of  that  Great  Seine  may  you,  at 
Idl  times,  and  In  all  places^  feel  the  pleasure 
tiiat  arises  from  conscious  mtegrity. 

^  Fellow  citisens,  we  assure  you,  that  the 
memory  of  your  virtues  shall  never  he  effiioed 
ftwn  our  breasts;  the  cause  for  which  you 
iMve  straggled,  is  a  glorious  cause ;  the  world 
fhat  has  witnessed  your  exertions,  shall  wit- 

ness ours  also. — A  full  and  fair  representation 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  we  seek,  with 
all  the  ardour  of  men  and  Britons ;  for  the 
aake  of  which  we  are  not  only  ready  to  act 
with  vieour  and  unanimity,  but,  we  trust, 
prepared  also  to  suffer  with  constancy. 

^  Our  best  wishes  will  ever  attend  you ; 
and  we  do  believe  that  the  day  is  not  very 
distant  when  we  shall  again  receive  you,  on 
British  shores,  the  welcome  children  oi  a  paEE 

and  HIPPY  country/' 
**  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  sent  to 

Messrs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  Margarot, 
and  Gerrald. 

**  Ordered,  That  the  said  address  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers. 

^*  Mr.  Joyce  gave  notice,  that  he  would, 
on  Friday  next,  oriog  forward  a  motion  rela- 

tive to  the  speech  ofAf  r.  Dundas,  on  Tuesday 
last,  respecting  the  introduction  of  Scotch  law 
in  England. 

'*  Read  a'  letter  from  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Society. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  entered  on 
the  books  of  this  society. 

JllflrcA,S7fA,17d4. 

<*To  ̂ e  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Con- stitutional Information. 

«  Citizens ; — I  m  directed,  by  the  London  » And  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  public^  to 
Cofresponding  Society,  to  transmit  the  follow- 
teg  resolutions  to  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tiraal  Information,  and  to  re(^ue8t  the  senti- 

ments of  tfait  Mid«tj^  reHfectlog  the  impor* 

tant  measures  wbkh  the  preaentr  jtecURt  of 
aflaira  seems  to  reauire. 

**  The  London  Corresponding  Soda^  con- 
ceives, that  the  moment  is  arrived  when  a  Ihll 

and  explicit  declaration  ia  necessary  fima'dl the  friends  of  freedom,— Whether  tl^  lata 
illegal  and  unheard-of  prosecutkma  and  sen- 

tences shall  determine  us  to  abai^ion'oiir 
cause,  or  shall  excite  its  to  purtoe  a  radical  m^ 
form,  with  an  ardour  proportioned  to  the 
ma^itude  of  the  object,  and  with  m  seat  at 
di^inguitkedf  on  aw  parts,  as  the  frMcWpof 
otktn,  in  the  same  glorious  cause,  ii  naim'Sm. 
The  Society  for  Constitutional  Inforntatkip  is 
therefore  required  to  determine,  whether  or 
no  they  will  oe  ready,  when  called  lipon.  to 
act  in  coqiunction  with  this  and  other  abdenos^ 
to  obtain  a  fiiir  representation  of  the  peopltw— 
Whether  they  concur  with  us  in  seein^ihe 
necessity  of  os;»««(ycoiioeiuioa,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining,  in  a  constitutional  and  leal 
method,  a  redress  of  those  grievances  unSa 
which  we,  at  present,  labour,  and  which  can 
only  be  eiTectually  removed  by  a  full  and-lUr 
representation  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 

The  London  Corresponding  Society '  can^ but  remind  their  friends,  that  the  present 
crisis  demands  all  the  pnidence,  unanimity, 
and  vigour,  that  ever  may  or  can  be  exerted 
by  Mex  and  Briiom  ;  nor  do  they  doubt,  but 
what  manly  firmness  and  constancy  will 
finally,  and  they  believe  shortly,  TEaMivaTX . 
in  the  full  accomplishment  of  all  their  wishes. 
I  am,  fellow  citizen  (in  my  humble  measure), 

a  friend  to  the  rights' of  man, 
(Signed)  «  T.  H ardt,  secretaiy.** 

"  Resolved  unanimously,  1st,  That  dear  as 
Justice  and  Libertv  are  to  Britons,  yet  the 
value  of  them  is  comparatively  small,  without 
a  dependence  on  their  permanency ;  and  there 
can  be  no  security  for  the  continuance  of  any 
Right,  but  in  equal  Laws. 

^  2nd,  That  eoual  laws  can  never  be  ex- 
pected, but  by  a  full  and  fair  representation  of 

the  people.— To  obtain  which,  in  the  way 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution,  has  been  and 
IS  the  sole  object  of  this  society. — For  thb  we 
are  ready  to  hazard  every  thing ;  and  never, 
but  with  our  lives,  will  we  relioqubh  an  olf)ect 
which  involves  the  happiness,  or  even  the  pofi- 
tical  existence  of  ourselves  and  posterity. 

**  Srd,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this 
societv,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from  future 
illegal  and  scandalous  prosecutions,  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjust  sentences, 
and  to  recall  those  wise  and  wholesome  laws 
that  have  been  wrested  from  us,  and  of  which 
scarcely  a  vestiee  remains ;  there  ought  to  be 
immediatelif  a  Convention  of  the  Peopls,  by 
delegates,  deputed  for  that  purpose,  from  tna 
different  soaettes  of  the  Friend*  of  Freedm^ 
assembled  in  the  various  parts  of  this 

soe  eveiv  legal  method  speedily  to 
so  desirable  a  purpose. 

*<  P.  S.  I  haire  to  inform  you.  thatn 
iBsetinf  iiT  the  society  will  be 
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Jot  High  Treason, 

r,  *..«  i4th  of  April,  the  place  to  he 
IBBBitnctfd  by  public  advertisp.tnent." 

«« Itesolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper,  and 
the  duly  of  thb  society,  to  send  an  answer  to 
ihe  L*  '  I  ..  '  r^espondiu2:S^>ciety- 

•'  <_>'  i  lal  the  secretary  acquaint  the 
I/>lidwi.  V  -  •■  oijonding  Sori-«^  ♦^»i  we  have 
received   their  commimK  1   heartily 
concur  with  Ihem  in  the  oL^,        ey  have  in 

view;  and  that,  for  the  purpose  ot'  a  inore 
•peedy  and  effectual  co-operation,  wc  invite 
toctn  to  fend  to  this  society,  next  Friday 
evening,  a  delegation  of  sonne  of  their  mem- 

Bir.  Woodfall  was  examined  as  to  the  hand- 
vrriting  of  a  book,  the  outside  of  which  was 
ifHitulcd,  "  The  Constitutional  Club ;"  be 
proves  it  to  be  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  llorne 
To»ke,  but  I  do  not  perceive  that  any  use  has 
be«n  made  of  that  book  in  the  course  of  the 

The  ncirt  witness  is  Daniel  Adams ;— be 
said  that  lie  hdd  been  secretary  U;  the  Consti- 

tutional Society  for  ten  years ;  that  the  book 
produced  to  him  was  the  book  of  that  society ; 
that  Mr.  UoracTooke  was  a  member;  that 
the  usage  was  to  put  down  as  pre^^eut  at  the 
different  meetings  the  names  of  the  persons, 
who  might  in  fact  not  have  been  present ;  he 
explained  that,  he  said  many  names  were  put 
down  as  the  persons  came,  but  that  they  oUen 
went  away  soon  after  they  came;  that  they 
ffequcntly  dined  together,  that  the  society 
waa  formed  at  seven  in  the  evening,  and  the 
nsines  of  the  persons  who  dined,  if  they  were 
snembers  of  the  society,  were  entered ;  that 
the  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  were  read 
over  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  meet- 

ing; he  does  not  know  that  there  were  any 
corrections  of  those  minutes  in  the  hand- 

writing of  Mr.  llorne  Tooke.  He  said  that 
during  the  meetings  the  books  lay  open  ;  that 
Mr.  Tooke  was  frequently  there,  but  soroe- 
tiroes  he  did  not  slay  lonj;,  living  out  of  town. 
He  was  asked  as  to  the  mmutcs  of  tlie  different 

resolutions  being  handed  up  by  different  peo- 
ple, he  said  he  could  not  speak  to  that.  As 

to  one  of  the  books  produced,  he  said  it  was 
before  the  lime  when  he  vi-as  secretary ;  he  said 
that  the  person  who  was  in  the  chair  might 
not  remam  all  the  evening  in  the  chair,  but 
he  never  put  down  the  name  of  any  person 
«a  being  in  the  chair,  who  had  not  taken  the 
ehair  ;  it  might  happen  that  he  might  not 
stay  the  whole  time ;  he  said  that  the  entries 
were  true  as  far  as  he  knew  ;  that  as  to  the 
names  of  the  persons  who  \Tere  set  down  as 
present  at  the  different  meetings,  they  were 
generally  put  down  on  one  piece  of  paper,  but 
that  the  rcsoluUoQS  were  often  upon  shps 
of  paper. 

He  said,  that  there  was  not  only  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  out  likewise 
the  Constitutional  Club,  who  dined  together; 
that  tlie  dinner  was  at  a  Quarter  past  four; 
thai  not  only  the  njembcrs  out  other  persons 
»l!»o  dined  there ;  he  $Aid,  the  prisoner  was  a 
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member  before  he  himself  became  secretarv  ; 
and  that  at  the  lime  he  was  candidate  for  the 
office  of  secretary,  it  was  known  that  he  had 
a  place  in  a  public  office.  He  said  there  were 
books  of  account  of  the  expenditure  kept  by 
the  society,  which  were  seized  with  the  other 
papers;  he  said  they  subscribed  a  guinea  a- 
year;  that  the  society  was  never  very  rich ; 
that  the  amount  of  the  subsciipiions  might 
be  about  sixty  pounds ;  and  that  perhaps  nhy 
pounds  of  that  sixty  might  be  for  the  nece^ 
sary  CKpensea,  and  he  himself  was  generally 
in  advance.  He  said  he  recollected  Uie  trans- 

action upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  1793, 
and  that  the  prisoner  was  there ;  and  he  re- 
collecled  that  there  was  an  extraordinary 
meeting  proposed  on  that  day,  to  consider  of 
sending  delegates  to  the  Briush  Convention 
in  Scotland,  but  that  Mr.  Tookc  was  not 
there  at  that  time ;  he  said  he,  as  secretaf\\ 
was  directed  to  send  summonses  to  different 
members  for  that  meeting;  he  recollects  that 
he  sent  none  to  Mr.  Tookc  because  two  of 
the  members  undertook  to  go  to  hi»n,  and 
inform  him  that  such  a  meeting  was  intend- 

ed ;  the  names  of  these  two  persons  were  Mr. 
Sinclair  and  Mr.  John  Williams;  he  said  the 
meeting  was  accordingly  held  upon  the 

twenty-eighth,  that  the  prisoner  was  not there ;  he  said  that  he  had  reason  to  know 
that  Mr.  Home  Tookc  spoke  with  anger  of 
sending  delegalcsto  the  Scotch  Convention; 
he  understood  by  ihc  conversation  of  almost 
all  the  members,  that  the  prisoner  very  much 
objected  to  it ;  he  said  that  there  was  even  » 
report  among  ihem  that  he  was  bribed  by  the 

government. He  was  then  asked  aa  to  one  Yorke ;  he 
said  he  never  understood  that  Yorke  was  a 

member ;  that  Yorke  did  not  go  to  the  con- 
vention in  Scotland  because  he  wanted  money. 

and  there  was  none  for  him;  that  they  baa 
hardly  any  to  give  to  Sinclair  who  did  go;  tie 
said  he  sent  Sinclair  word  that  he  baa  better 

come  home,  that  his  going  there  was  gene- 
rally disapproved  of,  and  his  being  there  was 

disapproved  of;  he  said  he  did  not  know  that 
Mr,  Home  Tookc  ever  subscribed  to  the  ex- 

pense of  sendina  these  delegates;  he  said  he 
wrote  to  Mr.  Sinclair  more  than  one  dis- 

couraging letter  upon  the  iubjeci  of  his  flay- 
ing at  Edinburgh,  He  said  the  society  ad- 

journed from  the  eighth  of  November  to  the 
sixth  of  December,  and  from  thence  to  the 
tenth  of  January;  he  recollected  that  upon 
the  twentieth  of  June,  1703,  there  was  a 

meeting  of  the  society,  and  that  Yotke'sname 
was  down  as  being  present  at  that  meetmg. 
and  he  believed  he  was  present ;  he  recollected 

that  he  himself  objected  to  Yotke's  being  pic- 
senl,  understanding  him  not  to  be  a  member 
of  the  society,  that  Yorke  pressed  for  another 

meeting,  there  being  at  that  lime  an  appear- ance ofan  intention  to  adjourn  the  ineetifi^: 
that  upon  that  occasion  there  was  an  address 
resolved  on,  but  thai  that  addrett  was  never drawn  up. 
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He  said  Mr.  Tooke  lived  at  some  distance 
from  London,  that  he  has  a  small  fiimily,  and 
often  went  home  early ;  he  has  sometimes 
desired  Mr.  Home  Tooke  to  stay,  to  prevent 
the  society  from  doing  some  act  which  he  did 
not  wish  shoidd  take  place;  that  Mr.  Home 
Tookc's  opinion  was,  that  the  society  should 
lay  upon  their  oars,  and  adjourn  to  as  distant 
a  day  as  they  could.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  always 
professed  that  he  never  would  consent  to  any 
measure  that  he  would  not  sign.  Miyor 
Cartwright  was  called  the  Father  and  Founder 
of  the  Society.  He  said  that  they  were  not 

acquainted  with  the  contents  of^the  books and  papers  of  others  societies,  that  it  was  not 
mucn  the  custom  of  the  members  of  this  so- 

ciety even  to  read  over  their  own  proceedings, 
and  that  upon  an  average  not  more  than  ten 
used  to  meet. 

He  was  asked  as  to  arms,  he  said  there 
were  no  arms  in  the  society,  and  no  talk  of 
arms;  he  said  that  all  the  members  were  not 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking.  He  was  asked 
as  to  a  Secret  Committee  of  this  Society,  he 
said  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Secret  Com- 

mittee, that  every  thing  was  transacted  openly 
and  publicly,  that  there  were  frequently  Com- 

mittees of  Correspondence  nam^,  but  there 
were  not  above  one  or  two  letters  written  to 
his  knowledge.  He  was  asked  as  to  the 
printing  a  number  of  copies  of  papers  that  the 
resolutions  of  the  society  purported  should 
be  printed ;  he  said  that  there  never  was  a 
quarter  part  of  a  hundred  thousand  papers 
printed,  he  did  not  know  q[  more  than  five 
thousand  at  any  one  time;  he  thought  he 
could  venture  to  say  it  never  exceeded  ten 
thousand ;  he  knew  that  a  hundred  thousand 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  but  very  oflen 
none  at  all  had  been  printed;  he  did  not 
know  that  there  was  any  correspondence, 
except  from  France,  and  that  as  to  that,  no 
answer  was  sent  to  it ;  they  were  oflen  re- 

proached for  not  answering  letters:  he  said 
other  members  often  went  home  with  Mr. 
Home  Tooke,  and  he  mentioned  Mr.  Sharpe 
in  particular. 

tie  said  when  he  first  became  secretary  they 
used  to  print  pamphlets,  and  distribute  them 
gratis,  but  that  this  had  not  been  the  practice 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  that  some  how- 

ever may  have  been  printed ;  he  remembered 
having  mentioned  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  his 
apprcncnsion  that  he  should  be  dismissed 
from  his  place.  He  was  asked  whether  he  re- 

collected Mr.  Home  Tooke  saying  to  him  that 
the  society  could  do  him  no  good,  and  advising 
bim  to  go  and  give  an  account  of  all  that  he 
knew;  that  circumstance  he  did  not  recol- 

lect; he  said  the  privy  council  had  before 
them  the  books  of  expenditure  of  thb  society; 
that  they  could  not  afford  to  print  much,  and 
he  thought  they  never  meint  to  print  any  of 
those  copies  that  the  resolutions  went  to. 
Upon  the  fourteenth  of  November,  1792,  a 
hundred  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  distributed  among  their  corres- 

nondents  in  England  and  Ireland^  but  that  in 
fact  there  were  no  correspondents  in  Irelan4 
that  he  knew  of,  and  he  said  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
very  often  laughed  at  the  insignificance  of  thai 
society.  He  was  asked  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
whether  he  had  ever  known  him  speak  of  the 
rizht  which  every  man  had  to  vote.  I  raUier 
believe  Mr.  Home  Tooke  expected  the  an« 
swer  would  be  that  be  had  spoken  aouDst 
that  idea,  but  the  witness  said  he  has  heard 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  speak  of  being  for  every 

man*s  voting.  He  said  he  was  present  at  the 
anniversary  of  the  society  upon  the  second  of 
May  last ;  he  could  not  call  to  his  memoiy 
what  Mr.  Tooke  interrogated  htm  to,  being 
in  another  part  of  the  room. 

He  said  he  attended  the  anniversary  of  the 
French  Revolution  in  1790 ;  that  there  were 
some  resolutions  put  which  he  thought  were 
strong,  and  there  were  some  which  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  stopped.  He  was  asked  whe- 

ther he  had  ever  observed  that  there  was  any 
intention  in  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  or  any  of  the 
society,  to  depose  or  kill  the  king,  he  said  no, 
they  were  neither  bold  enough,  nor  strong 
enough,  to  undertake  anv  such  thing ;  he  taiS 
the  greater  part  were  for  parliamentary  re- 

form, but  perhaps  all  of  them  in  difllerenft 
ways ;  he  believed  that  all  of  them  howerer 
expressed  what  they  meant,  and  that  it  was 
not  a  pretext  which  they  used ;  that  they 
were  sincere  in  wishing  a  reform  in  the 
Commous  House  of  Parliament,  but  did  not 
all  agree  in  the  manner.  lie  said  letters 
were  sent  to  them  from  Scotland,  he  did  not 
recollect  what  answers  were  returned.  He 
was  asked  whether  he  had  given  up  all  the 
papers  that  he  had  to  government  at  the 
time  his  papers  were  seized ;  be  said  that  he 
did  not  know  that  any  papers  were  kept  back 
from  government. 

He  said  there  was  a  committee  of  cones- 
pondcnce  appointed  upon  the  fourth  of  April, 
1794;  he  remembered  upon  that  occasion 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  who  as  I  understood  him 
was  present,  said  that  his  healtli  would  not 
permit  his  being  of  that  committee,  and  he 
thought  that  Mr.  Ilornc  Tooke  did  not  in  fact 
ever  meet  that  committee,  nor  did  he  know 
that  in  fact  that  committee  ever  met.  He 

said  that  upon  the  eleventh  of  April  the  com- 
mittee of  correspondence  was  appointed  Xo 

be  the  committeee  of  co-operation ;  he  did 
not  know  that  Mr.  Ilornc  Tooke  ever  met 
that  committee,  and  he  did  not  understand 
that  he  was  a  member  of  that  committee;  he 
said  he  remembered  there  was  a  notice  given 
by  Mr.  Home  Tooke  that  he  should  move  for 
two  books  to  be  provided, in  which  the  names 
of  particular  oersons  were  to  be  entered,  and 
he  said  that  tncrc  was  a  little  laughing  upon 
the  subject  of  that  motion,  but  that  in  net 
the  motion  never  was  made,  and  the  books 
never  were  procured. 

He  said  tnat  Mr.  Home  Tooke  sasd  upon 
one  occasion,  that  if  there  were  to  be  a  meet- 

ing of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  at  M^imUMm 
X 
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>r  any  good  purpose,  he  would  be 
,  bul  that  he  wouM  not  go  any 

where  cise.  You  recollect  Mr.  Hcifoc  Tooke 
observed  that  there  was  somelhing  againsl 
him  and  somelhing  for  him  in  that  answer; 
tfial  whatever  hii*  zeal  might  be  to  meet  the 
Friends  of  Freedom,  be  wotiNI  not  go  far  in 
order  to  give  Ihcm  his  assistance.  He  (the 
witnefts(  ?»aid  that  there  is  a  Revolution  So- 

ciety which  meets  once  a-ycar,  in  November^ 
lie  remembered  a  loasl  being  given  by  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  at  thai  Ucvolulion  Society,  and 

Ihc  loa^t  wa^  in  these  words—"  May  the  peo- 
ple of  ibis  country  never  forget  nor  forsake 

the  present  family  on  the  throne,  until  it 
sh&ll  appear,  by  their  conduct,  that  they  have 
forgotten  or  lorsaken,  the  principles  thai 

placed  them  on  it/' He  said  Mr.  Tooke  established  the  dinner 

club,  \n  order  to  procure^  a^s  he  understood,  a 
better  attendance  upon  the  society  ;  that  the 
great  end  they  had  in  view  was  a  parliamen- 

tary reform*  lie  was  asked  whciher  there 
was  any  great  selection  as  to  candidates  for 
this  society — whether  they  were  often  black- 

balled ;  he  said,  that  in  ten  years  he  did  not 
believe  that  more  than  ten  were  bht  k-balled ; 
h"  "•'  V  '  f'  could  not  undertake  to  swear  that 
::  >  whose  names  are  set  to  the  reso- 
L..., ...  .tic  present  when  all  the  resolutions 
passed;  he  said,  in  reference  to  a  motion 
which  api>€ars  to  have  been  made  in  this  so* 
cicty  in  1793,  that  Barrire,  St.  Andr*,  and 
J^Und,  should  be  made  honorary  members 

"  that  society;  that  no  notice  vras  ever  sent 
Ibem  of  their  election ;  and  tliere  being  in 

jka  of  the  society  au  order  for  entering 
_  seches  made  by  I  hose  persons  as  they 
published  in  the  Moniteur  of  Paris,  that, 

point  of  tact,  the  speeches  were  not  en- 

"  ;  and  he  said,  he  never  had  the  news- in  which  they  were  contamcd,  and  he 
not  know  thai  that  newspaper  was  ever 

ir«\ilated  in  the  society ;  he  said,  that,  after 
le  commencement  of  the  war,  there  was  no 
jrrespondence  with  France, 
He  was  asked  as  to  a  letter  from  Margafol 

to  Hardy,  speaking  of  Sinclair  being  ill»  but 
MB  having  been  basely  abandoned  by  Ihc  so* 

"^'  Ly;  he  said,  he  remembers  seeing  such  a Iter.  He  was  asked  as  to  Mr,  Home 

:'8  health — whether  he  had  not  quitted 
upon  account  of  ill-health ;  he  faid, 

krce  years  ago  Mr.  Tooke  did  quit 
on  account  of  ill-health,  and  wenCto 

le  at  Wimbledon, 

witness  being  farther  examined, looked 
entry  in  Ihe  book  on  the  eleventh  of 
J79*,  he  said,  Mr.  Joyce  was  then  in 

latr,  and  Mr,  Home  Tooke  appears  to 
named  as  present. 
They  Ihen  read  tlie  proceedings  of  the  So* 

for  Constitutional  information  oa  the 
!venth  of  April,  1794. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conslitu- 
)nal  Information^  held  at  the  Crown  and 

"Aurbor  tavern, Strandi  Fnday,April  IJ,  1794. 

A,  D.  1794. 
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"  Present, 

*'  Mr.  Jovce  in  the  chair, 

*'  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  J.  Pei 

SOD,  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Hull*  Mr.  Wardfc,*^ 
Mr.  Mihier,  Mr.  Kyd,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr. Thel- 

wall,  Mr,  Scott,  ]VfV.  Thiii'.'.       Mr.  G. 
Williams,  Mr-  Holcroft,  U>  i,  Mr. 

Beck,  Mr.  Hardy,  rev.  Mr  J  -  -i  ̂   Duh- 
dee),  Mr.    Fawcetl   (Fancrua-iane),  Mr. 
Jennings,  Mr.  ttichter. 

**  Mr.  Joyce  made  the  report  of  the  mceti 
of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corrtspondii  _ 

Society,  for  the  purpose  of  this  society  co-ope- 
rating with  the  London  Correspondine  So- 

ciety, and  that  they  had  come  to  Ihe  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

'*  1st,  Resolved,  That  il  appears  to  thi$ 
committee  very  desirable  that  a  general 
meelinK  or  convention  of  the  friends  of  li- 

berty, should  be  called  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  proper  methods  of 

obtaining  a  fijll  and  fair  representation  of  the 

people. '*  Snd,  Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended 
to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information, 
and  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  to 

institute  a  regular  and  pressing  correspond- 
ence with  all  those  parts  of  the  country  where 

such  measures  may  be  hkcly  to  be  promoted, 
not  only  to  instigate  the  societies  already 
formed, but  to  endeavour  also  to  produce  such 
other  associations  as  may  farther  the  general 

object. 
"  3rd,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 

committee,  that  the  general  object  will  be 
much  promoted,  if  a  standing  committee  of 
CO- operation  between  the  two  societies  were 
established,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  per- 

sonal communication  with  such  members  of 

similar  societies  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
as  may  occasionally  be  in  London,  and  who 

may  be  authorized  by  their  respective  socie- 
ties to  act  with  such  committees/* 

"  Read  the  following  letter  from  the  secre- 
tary to  the  Loudon  Corresponding  Society. 

"  April  10,  1794, 

*•  Citizen ;— I  am  ordered  by  the  committee 
of  delegates  of  the  London  Corresponding 

Society,  to  inform  the  Society  for  Constitu- 
tional Information  that  they  approve  of  the 

resolutions  of  the  committee  of  conference. 

"Therefore,  the  Londt>n  Corresponding 
Society  have  chosen  Matthew  Moore,  John 
Theiwall,  John  BaAtcr,  Richard  Hodgson, and 
John  Lovett,  to  put  in  practice  immediately 
the  second  and  Uiird  resolutions  of  ih&t  com- 
mittee, 

(Signed)      **  TaOM ts  IIirdy,  secretary. 
"  D.  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Society  for 

Constitutional  Information*'^ 

•*  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  com. 
mittee  of  delegates  from  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society,  and  of  this  socictyi  be  en- 
tered in  the  books  ol  Vk^%  ma^Vj. 
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"  1st,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 
society  very  desirable,  that  a  ̂neral  meeting 
of  the  friends  of  liberty  should  be  called,  for 
the  purpose  of  takins  into  consideration  the 
proper  method**  of  obtaining  a  full  and  ikir 
representation  of  the  people. 

**  2nd,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this 
society,  that  the  general  object  will  be  much 
promoted  if  a  standing  committee  of  co-opera- 

tion were  established  for  the  purpose  of  hold- 
ing personal  communication  with  such  mem- 

bers of  similar  societies  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  as  may  occanonally  be  in  London, 
and  who  may  be  authorized  bjr  their  respec- 

tive societies  to  act  with  committees. 

*'  Srd,  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of 
correspondence  already  appointed  by  this 
society,  be  the  committee  for  co-operation  and 
communication  with  the  committees  of  other 
societies. 

*<  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  be  desired  to 
lend  a  letter  to  the  London  Ck>rresponding 
Society,  acquainting  them  with  the  members 
of  this  society  appomted  to  confer  with  them. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joyce  be  requested 
to  accept  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  com* 
mittee  of  correspondence. 

*'  Mr.  Joyce  being  present,  accepted  of  the 
said  office.*' 

The  use  that  is  made  of  this  paper  is,  to 

liring  home  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  knowledge 
the  transactions  of  that  committee,  originally 
of  delegates,  and  afterwards  of  correspond- 

ence and  co-operation,  at  which  it  appears, 
by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  was 
not  himself  present.  Though  not  present,  if 
he  drew  up  the  resolutions,  or  was  privy  to 
the  resolutions,  that  certainly  is  evidence  to 
show  that  he  was  privy  to  and  concurred  in 
these  resolutions,  though  he  was  not  himself 
present  at  the  meeting  when  these  resolu- 

tions were  come  to — Such  is  the  nature  of 
tlie  evidence. 

They  next  produced  a  paper  signed  also  by 
Mr.  Home  Tooke,  purporting  to  be  the  mi- 

nute of  a  resolution  which  passed  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Society  upon  the  24th  of  January, 

1794. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 

Anchor  tavern.  Strand,  Friday,  24th  January 
1794. 

"  Present. 

"  Mr.  John  Pearson  in  the  chair, 

"  31  r.  Home   Tooke,   count   Zenobio,   Mr. 
Frost,  Mr.  Bonncy,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Itutt, 
Mr.  Bonham,  Mr.  Kydd,  captain  Gawlcr, 
■Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr.  Jennings, 
Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  John  Martin. 

"  A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be 
'<  Resolved,  That  the  most  excellent  ad- 

dress of  the  London  Corresponding^  Society, 
l>e  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  socie^,  and 
that  the  King*s  Bpeech  to  His        •  parliap 

ment  be  inserted  uvdei  it. — ^In  order  that 
they  may  be  always  ready,  for  the  porpetual 
reference  of  the  members  of  this  iociety, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  unfor- 

tunate war ;  and  that,  in  perpetuam.  lei  me- 
moriam,  they  may  be  printed  together,  in  one 
sheet,  at  the  Ifapfry  conclusion  of  it ;  which 
happy  conclusion,  according  to  the  present 
proiperout  appearances,  we  hope  and  oelieyo 
not  to  be  many  months  distant 

"  *  An  amendment  was  moved,  'That 
*  between  the  words  His  and  Parliament,  tho 
'  word  Honourable  should  be  inserted.' 

"  Honourable  was  withdrawn. 
**  Another  amendment  was  then  moved, 

<  That  between  the  words  Hia  and  Parliament, 
<  the  word  Faithful  should  be  inserted.' 

"  Faithful  was  withdrawn. 
'*  And  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  '  That 

'  His,  and  His  only,  is  the  proper  epithet  for 
'  parliament  upon  the  present  occasion.' 

'*  The  resolution  then  passed  unanimously, 
in  its  original  form. 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  have  deserved  well  of  their country. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  ordered 
to  cause  forty  thousand  copies  ot  the  addrMs, 
the  speech,  and  these  resolutions,  to  be 
printed  on  one  sheet,  and  properly  distributed 
m  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

**  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers." 

This  minute  is  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfall  to 
be  partly  in  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Tooke; 
as  to  the  rest  Adams  did  not  know  whose 
hand  it  was,  but  rather  thought  it  might  be 

Mr.  Bonney's. They  then  examined  the  witness,  Adams, 
to  different  entries  in  the  books  of  the  Consti« 
tutional  Society,  in  order  to  satisfy  you  that 
the  transactions  really  passed  according  as 
they  are  entered  in  these  bocks,  to  the  hcst 
of  the  knowledge  of  this  witness,  who  was 
the  secretary  ol  this  society;  this  he  proved : 
his  evidence,  however,  is  always  to  be  taken 

with  the  evidence  that  he  bei'ure  gave,  that though  the  names  of  particular  persons  ap« 
pear  to  have  been  set  against  the  particular 
meetings,  it  might  happen  that  the  name  of 
a  person  might  be  there  who  did  not  remain 
at  the  time  that  a  particular  resolution  passed; 
because,  he  said,  it  often  happened  that  a 
person  whose  name  was  set  down,  having 
dined  there,  and  being  there  at  the  opening 
of  the  meeting,  went  away  before  the  parti* 
cular  resolution  passed.  With  that  reserve 
he  goes  through  the  liook,  and  dues  establish 
that  the  entries  are  fairly  made,  to  thcbestof 
his  knowledge,  and  that  the  names  are  fairly 
set  down  of  the  persons  present,  in  some  part 
of  the  evening,  when  these  different  meetinei 
were  held,  and  these  resolutions  were  passM. 
This  evidence  goes  to  all  the  transactiona  of 
the  whole  period  from  1791  down  to  1791^ 
when  Mr.  Adams's  knowledge  of  the  tnam» 
tions  of  this  society  ceased,  oy  hit  bang  ap* 
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pf  '  '  '  "^ ^      '  '  riid  it  will  be  oetessary 
i  J  liis  cvidtmce  respecting 
the  cnUicb  in  Ihcsc  bcx)ksf,  because  there 
wtre  circumstances  ol  evidence  interspersed 
which  arc  coDdtcrat  to  the  E^ubject  matter  uf 
%ht  entries,  and  which  may  be  thought  mate- 

Lri»1  on  one  side  or  the
  other. 

He  first  spoke  of  the  entry  of  the  twenty^ 
lliird  of  March,  1T92,  when  thanks  were 

l^en  to  Thomas  Paine  for  his  most  masterly 
D0ok,  intituled,  The  Rights  of  Man;  and 
there  is  an  urder  to  distribute  copies  of  this 
book  to  nli  their  correspondents  in  Endand, 

Scotland,  and  France;  and  this  resolution 

was  to  be  published— Mr.  Uoruc  Tcoke  ap- 
peared to  be  present. 

Upon  the  hrft  of  April,  1701,  Mr,  Home 
Tooke  appears  also  to  be  present,  when  there 
yntM  an  order  that  the  resolution  should  be 

n  *  '  '  > a\  in  certain  papers  named  ;  many 
c  re  the  country  papers.    The  wit- 
uew  TAiij  Ike  did  not  know  whether  they  were 
itk  £ul  published  accordingly  or  not. 

Upon  the  ninth  of  March,  179?,  Joel  Bar- 
low, the  auLhor  of  Advice  to  the  Privileged 

NUrders,  was  proposed  as  an  honorarj*  mem- her  by  Mr.  Tookc,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 
.  UpoD  the  sixteenth  of  March,  thanks  were 

1      given  to  a  society  at  Manchester  for  a  com- 
I      mtinication  which  they  made,  and  a  declara- 
I      thao  of  the  hearty  concurrence  of  this  socicty. 
I      The  rouph  draft  of  this  appears  to  be  in  Mr. 

iHorne  1  ookc's  hand-wriuog. 
Upon  the  twenty-third    of  March,   1795, 
ir  '  iicminutesof  which  were 
1  hand  ;  the  resolution  is 

ta|»-in;u  titr-  <l ori>AiiiiiLonal  Society  approve  of 
l^ftcommunication  from  the  Shefhelu  Society. 

^^rbei-e  is  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Sheffield 
I  iociely  produced;  ihc  witness  said  he  did 
j  not  know  whose  hand-writing  it  was ;  Mr. 
'  Woodfall,  howefcr,  said,  thiit  the  main  body 

of  It  is  Mr.  Ilornc  Tookc's  hand  ; — there 
rSHltXon  is  made  of  associating  twelve  of  the 
JHnriSeld  Society,  as  members  of  the  Gonsti- 
tnttonal  Society. 

Nippon  the  twelfth  of  April,  1793,  there  was I  ̂   ration  from  the  Three  luns  in  the 
i'  S^iuihwark;  and  he  said  that  there 
V.  s  voted,  and  a  reiohitiuii  to  pub- 
1  otc.     Upon  the  twenlysevcnth  of 
i  ',  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  present, 
\  I  letter  produced;    and  upon  the 
>  lay,  Mr,  Tooke  was  present,  when 
t  lu  entry  of  a  letter  to  the  Revolu- 
u..i   .^^^.i  ty   at   >Jarwich,  and    when    Mr, 
Fame  waa  madt:  an  honorary  member.    And 
tiirrt  la  an  entry  of  their  approbation  of  Mr. 

'^  writings. 

•vas  asked  whether  a  letter  produced 
1  letter;   he  said  he  believed 
t ,  but  be  did  not  undertake  to 

kaaw  the  band-writing.     He  said  that  Mr. 
Uaftin  waa  proposed  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke  to 

I     u»rarv  metuber,  and  seconded  by 
,    he  fcaid  that  a  letter  was  after- 

wdjuv  rvccivrd  irom  Martin^  to  thank  tham 

A.  D.  17£>l. 
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for  the  honour  they  had  done  Mm ;  but  he 
would  not  undertake  to  say  whose  band  the  loU 
tcr  produced  was.  He  said  ihere  was  a  meeting 
of  iJie  society  upon  the  eleventliof  May,  1794 
—Mr.  Tooke  was  present ;  an  address 
vuteit  \{)  the  JacobinSy  and  there  was  an 
tion  that  Mr.  Borne  Tooke  transmit  it  tar 
Monsieur  Petioo,  at  Paris,  There  was  ano- 

ther resolution,  that  the  address  be  read  a 
second  time  at  the  next  meeting,  with  a  view 
to  its  being  ordered  to  be  published.  Upon 
the  J 8th  of  May,  1799,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
society,  Mr.  Tooke  being  in  the  chair,  that 
address  was  accordingly  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  published*  He  said,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  Paine,  that  he  was  about  to  pubbsh 
a  cheap  edition  of  his  Rights  of  Man;  there 
was  a  resolution  to  thank  Paine,  and  to  sup- 

port liim,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  intended  prosecution  again&t 

him ;  three  thousand  copies  of  Painc's  letter 
and  the  resolutions  were  ordere<l  to  be  pub- 

lished, and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  associated 
societies;  and  this  resolution  was  also  orde 
to  be  published.  At  a  mcetitiff  upon 

twenty-fifth  of  May,  Mr.  Home  Tooka  ' present,  six  thousand  more  copies  were  orde 
to  be  printed  and  distributed  to  the  diffexei 
country  societies,  in  the  respective  propor* 
lions  expressed  in  the  resolutions.  Therr 
was  a  meeting  of  the  society  on  the  first  of 
June  ir9'2,  Mr.  Home  Tookc  being  present; 
there  was  a  report  from  the  secretary,  that 
Ihere  had  been  copies  of  the  bills  ordered  at 
the  lest  meeting  sent  to  the  different  societies, 

according  to  the  order  at  the  last  meeting^ — 
Mr.  Adams  said,  he  had  no  doubt  they  were 
accordingly  sent.  He  said,  there  was  a  letter 
from  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  of 

the  thirty-first  of  May,  1792,  signed  Marprot 
and  Hardy,  which  was  ordered  to  be  published 
in  such  newspapers  as  would  receive  the  ad- 

vertisements of  this  society.  Upon  the  fif- 
teenth of  June,  he  said,  there  was  a  meeting, 

when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  in  the  chair  ; 
read  a  letter  from  the  London  Corresponding 

Society  ;  twelve  thousand  copies  of  Paine't letter  to  Mr.  Dundas  were  ordered  to  b« 

printed,  and  a  committee  wai  appointed  to 
conduct  this  operation,  of  which  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  one— The  minutes  arc  pro<!uced, 

and  they  appear  to  be  Mr.  Tookc's  hand-writ- ing. He  said,  there  was  a  meeting  upon  1  he 
twenty-second  of  Jxme,  1792  —  Mr.  Tooke 
present ;  a  subscription  was  entered  into  for 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Paine.  Upon  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  June,  1792,  the  committee  which  had 
been  before  nominated  to  consider  of  a  plan 
for  the  distribution  of  the  twelve  thousand 

copies  of  Mr.  Paine's  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas, 
reported  a  plan,  which  was  adopted  ;  whether 
to  be  printed  or  no  he  could  not  tell.  Upon 
llie  thirteenth  of  July,  179a,  six  persons, 
members  of  the  Corresponding  Society,  were 
elected  as  associated  members.  There  was 

another  meeting  of  the  society  upon  the  fifth 

of  Oclober,  1792— Mr.  HocneToo^*^  ^\^»^jbsX% 
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it  does  not  appear  that  anything  material 
was  done. 

He  said,  there  •■was  a  meetiDg  upon  the 
twelfth  of  October,  179S,  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
being  present ;  a  letter,  written  by  Joel  Bar- 

low to  the  National  Convention  of  France^ 
was  read ;  and  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  wrote  to  the 
society,  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  being 
made  an  honorary  member.  There  was  at 
the  same  time  an  address  from  the  Loudon 

Corresponding  Society  to  the  National  Con- 
yen  tiou  of  France  read  and  entered.  Upon 
the  nineteenth  of  October  there  was  a  meet- 

ing, Mr.  Home  Tooke  in  the  chair ;  an  an- 
swer to  Mr.  Joel  Barlow  was  read,  which  was 

ordered  to  be  published ;  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  confer 
with  the  delegates  of  tlie  London  Correspond- 

ing Society  respecting  an  address  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France.  Upon  the 

twenty-sixth  of  October,  1793,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  society,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  pre- 

sent; addresses  were  recommended  by  the 
committee  of  that  society ;  they  were  not  to 
present  a  joint  address  to  the  Convention,  but 
to  present  separate  addresses.  At  a  meeting 
npon  the  ninth  of  November,  Mr.  Tooke 
liein^  present,  an  address  to  the  French  Con- 

vention from  this  society  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost  were 

appointed  to  present  it,  and  they  were  thanked 
for  accepting  that  appointment  At  a  meet- 

ing on  the  fourteenth  of  December,  Mr. 
Tooke  being  present,  an  address  from  Man- 

chester was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in 
the  newspapers,  and  a  hundred  thousand  co- 

pies were  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  said 
there  was  a  letter  from  Laon  began  to  be 
read  upon  that  day,  but  it  was  in  I^ench, 
and  he  thinks  the  reading  was  not  pursued. 
Vpon  the  twenty-first  of  December,  1792,  a 
Committee  of  Correspondence  was  appointed, 
of  which  Mr.  Tooke  was  one.  Upon  the 
fourth  of  May,  1792,  Mr.  Tooke  proposed  Mr. 
Gerrald  as  a  member  of  this  society.  Upon 
the  eighteenth  of  January,  1793,  Mr.  Tooke 

being  present,  St.  Andr^^,  a  French  gentle- man, was  associated  a  member  of  this  society. 
Upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  Mr.  Tooke 
being  present,  Roland  and  BarrSre  were  also 
made  honorary  members  of  this  society. 
Upon  tlie  first  of  February,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  there  was  a  letter  from  the  society  at 
Sheffield,  requesting  to  have  twelve  of  their 
members  associated  to  this  society.  Upon 
the  fifteenth  of  March,  1793,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  thanks  were  voted  to  Joel  Barlow 
and  John  Frost,  for  their  having  executed 
their  commission  to  the  National  Convention 
of  France,  approving  of  ihe  manner  in  which 
they  had  conducted  themselves.  Upon  the 
eighteenth  of  May,  li  93,  Mr.  Tooke  proposed 
Mr.  Sinclair  as  a  member.  Upon  the  twelfth 
of  April,  1793,  Mr.  Tooke  bcmg  present,  an 
answer  to  a  letter  from  Norwich  was  voted. 
Mr.  Tooke  is  stated  to  be  present  upon  the 
twenty-first  of  June,  1793,  and  the  twcnty- 

Tritd  qfJohn  Home  Tooht  [572 

eighth  of  June.  Upon  the  twenty-iifUi  of  Oo« 
tober,  1793,  Mr.  Tooke  was  present,  Sinchdr 
read  a  letter  with  an  address  from  Skinring, 
who  was  secretary  to  the  Convention  of  Uie 
Friends  of  the  People  in  Scotland,  to  the  se- 

cretary of  the  Londion  Corresponding  Societj. 
Upon  the  sixth  of  December,  1793,  a  meeting 
was  appointed  for  the  second  Friday  in  Ja- 

nuary, to  consider  of  Mr.  {Sinclair's  letien. 
Upon  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  1794,  Mr. 
Tooke  being  present,  they  came  to  a  resolu- 

tion to  enter  upon  their  minutes  a  letter  from 
the  London  Corresponding  Society.  Upon 
the  fourth  of  April,  1794,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  certain  resolutions  passed.  Upon 
the  ninth  of  May,  1794,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  two  thousand  copies  of  a  pamj^ilet 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  witness  then  said,  that  thoush  there 
had  been  an  order  upon  the  twenty-fourth  of 
January,  for  the  address  of  the  Ix>ndon  Cor- 

responding Society  to  be  entered  in  the  books 
of  the  society,  in  point  of  fact  it  was  not  en- 

tered, and  he  could  not  take  upon  himself  to 
say  who  the  individuals  were  that  had  come 
to  the  resolution  upon  that  subject.  He  was 
asked  whether  in  the  year  1790,  Mr.  Tooke 
was  not  a  candidate  for  Westminster,  he  said 
he  was ;  he  was  asked  whettier  Mr.  Vaughan 
was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  he 
said  he  was  not  a  member,  and  that  they  did 

not  admit  strang^ers  to  the  society,  but  that' Mr.  Vaughan  might  probably  dine  there  with 
that  part  of  the  society  that  made  the  dinner 
club.  He  said  Mr.  Tooke  was  not  present 
upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  October,  1798  ;  he 
would  not  undertake,  however,  to  say  that  he 
was  not  present  at  any  part  of  the  meeting. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  account  of 
the  different  entries  in  the  book,  in  order  to 
show,  that  in  fact,  they  were  entries  of  trans- 

actions that  really  happened ;  they  then  began 
to  read  the  entries  distinctly,  and  at  large, 
from  the  book ;  they  began  with  the  entry  of 
the  twenty-third  of  March,  1791,  that  the 
thanks  of  this  society  be  given  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Paine  for  his  masterly  work,  the  Rights  of 
Man,  that  you  will,  therefore,  now  hear  read* 

[Vide  p.  112  of  this  volume.] 
Thev  then  call  Thomas  Chapman,  in  order 
to  identify  the  book  called  the  Rights  of  Man, 
aud  with  a  view  that  such  parts  of  it  as  were 
thought  to  be  material  to  the  case  should  be 
read  in  evidence ;  he  said  he  printed  part  of 
the  Rights  of  Man  for  the  author ;  the  book 
was  delivered  in,  and  they  read  some  pas- 

sages from  it;  those  passages  you  will  now 
hear  again. 

[See  them  in  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy ̂   unU Vol.  24,  p.  497] 

The  next  thing  they  read  was  an  entry  fitmi 
the  books  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  upod 
the  twenty-second  of  July,  1791;  this  bad-net 
been  mentioned  by  Adams  in  giving  his  eri* 
denc^  but  be  afterwards  subataotBrtiBd  .tWl 



573T 
fir  High  IVf «o«- 

ilry;  Mr.  IIomeTookc  wa*  not  present ;  it 
lUiua  Uie  origiaal,  and  tbe  tnin&latioti  of 
ftddr^M  from  a  society  ia  France,   which 
'Ordcfc4  to  bo  entered.     It  is  Btlrkessecl 
the  Friend*  of  Lil»rri  .•  -i-iRprnbled  logetlicr 

in  LoRilon  upun  iWc  <  of  July,  1791, 
tfO  colebrate  the  Ffctv  uon. 

{ITiic  p.  115  of  this  Volume] 

Sotnc  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  AtUms  by 
wjiy  of  cross  cxamiimtion*  but  I  Ibink  nothing 
Bftterial  arose  from  them. 

The  nc.U  witness,  Juhn  Thompson,  spoke 

to  %  paper  found  At  Mr.  IJorne  Tooke's  house ^t  Wimhlcdom ;  it  has  no  dale;  there  arc 
two  parts,  one  is  inlcrlined  with  Mr.  liorne 
Tooke'a  haud^  a»  i^  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfall, 
the  other  part  is  in  a  dUTerent  hand'Wntla^ — it  i»  an  address  and  deckralion  at  a  select 
snecttng  of  tlic  Friends  of  Univecial  Peace  and 
lilierly. 

[Vide  p,  116  of  this  Volutne.] 

The  material  passage  which  T  suppose  they 
WB%Xi  to  insist  upon  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
^itioti  seems  to  be  this — "  We  profess  and 
proclaim  it  as  cur  principle,  that  every  nation 
lia$  At  ail  times  au  inherent  indefeasible  right 
to  conf^titutc  aad  establish  such  government 
for  itself  as  best  accords  with  its  disposition^ 

*  Uerest,  and  happiness." A%  far  as  rc>'pect5  the  alteration  in  the 
government,  it  does  not  seem  as  if  it 

have  any  very  material  application  to 
it  case, 

was  a  paper  found  in  Mr.  Tookc*» 
lornlon,  one  of  the  persons  who 

the  time  of  Seizing;  Mr.  Tooke*s and  whirls  purports  to  be  a  letter  from 

>per,  tJt  '  '.r,  upon  the  subject 

tmg  an  i^  i  ot  'paioc*3  works. >l  think  IL  very  ULccssary  to  trouble  you 
hat  letter  read.    There  is  au- 

Jeltcr  also  fjora  tbe  same  person,  bear- 
date  the  Iwcnly-ninlh  of  August,    1791, 

ig  of  hrr  v'?d  a  letter  from  Mr, 
and  01 !  .  not  extremely  ma- 

to  l! '•  ■  ...jtiiry.    Among  other 
jR,  it  .i  Mr,  VV heeler,  a  printer, 
la"^'  ng  had  some  dithtulties 
ii  of  the  works  which  Mr. 

ler,  wished  to  be  printed. 
lie  !icnt  piece  of  evidence  is  a  paper  which 
leizi^d  at  tlie  house  of  Hardy,    which  is 

ived,  by  Mr.  Wood  fall,  to  have  inlcrlinea- 
msinit,   and  four  lines  at  the  bottom  of 

If  Twkr's  hand-writing;  this  you  will  hear 
it  i^ccms  to  be  a  pupcr  which  has  some 
:«s  to  the  tiri^iinal  institution  of  the 

ID  Corresponding  Society,  and  the  coun- 
Ihc  prosecution  infer  Irom  this  paper, 

found  in  the  itands  of  Hardy,  with  inlcr- 
lionc,    nud    some    lines  added   by  Mr» 
le,  ihut  he  h:id  some  kind  of  privity,  in- 

or  connexion  in   the  lormiug  of 
;icty ;  whether  the  observation  is  war- 
by  the  fact,  you  will  judge  when  you 

the  evidence. 

>.  1794.  [571 

[VidM  Hardfi  trial,  nnt^  Vol.  34,  p.  373.) 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 
a  letter  of  the  fourteenth  of  March,  1702, 
found  by  Maclean  upon  Adams,  the  secretary 
of  the  Constitutional  Society,  addressed  to 
him  from  Shefheld.  The  import  of  this  letter 
is  to  inform  the  secretary  of  the  Constitu- 

tional Society,  that  they  had,  about  lour 
months  since,  formed  themselves  into  a  so- 

ciety, then  very  few  in  number,  but  that  they 
had  increased,  and  were  likely  to  become 
numerous,  for  that  not  only  that  large  and 
populous  town,  but  th»;  whole  neighbourhood 
for  many  miles  round  had  an  attentive  eyo 
upon  them ;  that  most  of  the  towns  and  vil- 

lages were  forming  themselves  into  similar 
associations,  and  strictly  adhered  to  the  mode 
of  copying  after  them  ;  that  they  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  writing  to  Mr,  Home  Tooke, 
described  to  be  that  worthy  friend  and  patriot 
for  the  rights  of  the  people,  informing  him 
of  their  earnest  desires  ot  entering  into  a  con- 

nexion with  thesociety  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion with  tlieirs  in  London ;  they  say  his  very 

obliging  and  affectionate  answer  lavours  us 
with  your  address ;  in  consequence  we  have 
taken  the  liberty  herewith  to  transmit  to  you 
(Mr.  Adams)  some  resolves — proposing  to 
enter  into  a  connc-^ion  aixl  correspondence 
with  this  society.  Nothing  more  is  to  be 
found  in  this  letter,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
trouble  yon  with  hearing  it  particularly  read. 
There  is  a  postscript,  in  which  the  writer  says 
*-\Vc  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  r 

parcel  for  Hardy,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from 
him  to  this  society,  requesting  some  informa- 

tion concerning  our  method  of  conducting  the 
business,  and  informing  them  that  there  arc 
in  London,  a  number  of  mechanics,  sho«* 
makers,  ̂ c.  forming  themselves  into  a  so- 

ciety on  the  broad  basis  of  the  Rights  of  Man, 
and  desiring  that  the  packet  may  remain  with 
Mr.  Adams  till  it  shall  be  called  for;  it  men- 

tioned that  he  had  given  to  Mr.  Hardy  an  ac- 
count of  their  manner  of  proceeding,  and 

stating  an  improvement  that  they  had  Copied 
proper  for  great  and  populous  towns,  that  is, 
dividing  themselves  into  smaller  bodies,  or 
meetings  of  ten  persons,  each  of  these  ten  to 
appoint  a  delegate;  ten  of  these  delegates  to 
furm  another  meeting,  and  so  on  delegating 
from  one  to  another,  tUl  at  last  they  are  re- 

duced to  a  proper  number  for  constituting  the 
committee,  or  grand  council.  That  is  tbe 
substance  of  that  letter. 
They  next  produce  a  paper  found  upoa 

Adams,  which  is  a  letter  from  Ashton,  seere^ 
tary  to  the  Sheffield  Society,  dated  the  four- 

teenth of  March,  1793 ;  that  letter  shall  be 
read  to  you. 

**  Gentlemen ;— This  society,  feeling  as 
they  do,  the  ericvous  effects  oV  the  present 
corrupt  stale  defects,  and  abuse  of  our  coun^ 
try ;  the  great  and  heavy  oppressions  which 
the  common  mass  of  the  people  lat>our 
under,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  ̂.kv^V 
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comiptioB ;  and  wx  the  tame  time  being  i 
sensible,  to  a  degree  of  certainty^  that  the 
puClic  minds,  and  general  sentiments  of 
the  people,  are  determined  to  obtain,  A 
BADICAL  REFORM  OF  THE  COUN- 

TRY, as  soon  as  prudence  and  discretion 
will  permit,  believes  it  their  dutv  to  make 
use  of  every  prudent  means,  as  &r  as  their 
abilities  can  be  extended,  to  obtain  so  sa- 

lutary and  desirable  an  object  as  a  thorough 
refonnatioa  of  our  country.  For  these  rea* 
sons,  with  great  deference  and  submission 
to  the  members  of  the  Society  for  Consti- 

tutional Information  in  London,  we  beg 
leave  to  request  that  they  will  be  pleased  to 
Admit  the  persons  of  the  following  names 
annexed  hereto  as  members  of  their  society 
Xthey  beine  our  friends,  and  members  of 
our  society^  in  order  that  a  close  connexion 
may  be  formed,  and  a  s^lar  communica- 

tion maintained,  between  the  two  bodies ; 
that,  being  thus  atrensthaned  this  society 
may  be  better  enabled  to  govern  itsdfwiih 
more  proprie^^  and  to  render  assistance  to 
their  tellow-citizens  in  thb  neighbourhood, 
and  in  parts  more  remote;  that  they,  in 
their  turn,  may  extend  useful  knowledge 
still  farther,  from  town  to  village,  and  from 
village  to  town,  until  the  whole  nation  be 
sufficiently  enlightened,  and  united  in  the 
same  cause,  which  cannot  fail  of  beine  the 
case  wherever  the  most  excellent  worKS  of 
Hr.  Thomas  Paine  find  residence.  I  am, 
gentlemen,  your  most  respectful  and  sin- 

cere friend.-— By  order  of  the  committee. 
«  SAMUEL  ASHTON, 

Secretary  for  this  society.'^ 
This  letter  is  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfall  to 

have  some  interlineations  of  the  prisoner's 
hand,  particularlv  the  word  *'  country,**  in 
two  places  instead  of  government,  and  m  one 

place  the  words  "radical  rd[6rm  ofP  So 
that,  according  to  this  state  of  the  evidence, 
a  pAper  which  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  a 
Sheffield  Society,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 

stitutional Society,  is  found  in  the  possession 
of  that  secretaiy,  with  alterations  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke.  The  ob- 

servations wtiich  are  made  upon  that  seem  to 
be  these— either  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  must 
have  had  some  intercourse  with  the  persons 
who  wrote  that  letter,  to  be  in  privity  with 
them ;  unless  it  should  appear  that  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  had  made  the  alterations  in  the  letter 
after  it  was  received,  now,  with  respect  to 
that,  there  is  no  evidence  offered,  and  there- 

fore the  inference,  made  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution,  so  far  remains  unanswered. 

They  read,  from  the  books  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Society,  an  entry  of  the  sixteenth  of 

Uaicb,  1703,  when  Mr.  Uorne  Tooke  ap- 
peals, by  the  entry,  to  have  been  in  the  chair 
Mr.  Joel  Barlow  was  made  an  honorary 

The  rest  of  that  entry  will  be  read 
10  you. 

f  FHfep.  194«f  this  Volume.] 

I  think  it  should'  be  observed  that  this 
seems  to  be  the  most  correct  vote  that  I  have 
met  with  among  the  proceedings  of  these 
popular  societies.  The  society  at  Manchester 

approve  of  Paine's  second  part  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  and  talk  of  carrying  into  practice  the 
principles  the}r  approve  of;  but  they  confine 
their  approbation  to  the  specific  objects,  re- 

specting which  it  might  be  not  unreasonable 

to  approve  of  Mr.  Paine*8  work ;  and  if  that resolution  had  been  followed  by  those  other 
persons  who  have  adopted  and  printed  Mr. 
Paine's  works,  it  certamly  woUld'not  have been  so  much  a  subject  complaint,  as  it  is  in 
in  the  present  state  of  thin^.  I  tliink  it  a 
justice  due,  both  to  the  prisoner  and  those 
who  passed  that  resolution,  to  take  notice  in 
how  guarded  a  way,  separating  the  good  firom 
the  bad,  that  resolution,  respecting  Mr. 
Paine's  work,  is  expressed. 

The  next  is  a  proceeding  of  the  twenty-third 
of  March,  1792,  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present.  There 
is  a  paper  watered  to  the  book,  containing  the 
resolutions  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  with  Mr. 

Tooke's  hand-writing  upon  it ;  and  a  resolu- 
tion also,  founded  upon  that  resolution  of  the 

Sheffield  Society,  in  Mr.  Tooke*s  hand.  They must  be  read. 

\yidt  p.  135  of  this  Volume.] 
Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 

the  entry  of  the  proceedings  upon  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  1792,  when  Mr.  Home  Tooke 

was  present.  There  is  a  rough  draft  of  the 
minutes  of  certain  resolutions,  transmitted 
from  the  secretary  of  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Society,  signed  Thomas  Hardy,  and 

which  signature,  •*  Thomas  Hardy,"  Mr. 
Woodfall  states  to  be,  in  fact,  Mr.  Home 

Tooke*s  hand-writing  which  shows  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  must  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
in  forming  these  resolutions.  That  is  the  use 
that  was  made  of  that  evidence,  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecutor.  You  will  hear  these  reso- lutions read. 

{Vidt  p.  137  of  this  Volume.] 

The  next  paper  that  was  read,  was  found 
upon  Adams,  and  is  proved  to  be  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke's  hand-writing,  purporting  to  be  tbc draf^  of  a  letter  from  Adams  to  the  Sheffield 

Society,  signifying  the  election  of  the  asso- ciated members.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 

that  any  thin^  very  material  arises  upon  that. 
Tlie  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  resolution 

of  the  Constitutional  Society,  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  1792,  in  which  they  fhank 

the  Southwark  Society  for  a  communication 
of  their  declaration ;  it  is  entered,  and  ordered 
to  be  published.  You  will  hear  that  read,  it 
is  a  material  paper. 

\iridi,  p.  139  of  this  Volume.] 

Gentlemen,  the  observation  thatisBurie, 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution^  upon  tUs 
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paper,  is>  that  it  is  expressed  in  terms  which 
arc  extremely  exceptionable  ;  and  that  thougli 
it  is  expressed  in  these  terms,  this  society 

crdered  it  lo  be  published— the  exceplion'<iblc terms  are  in  the  fourth  and  6rtlL  resolutions — 

**  That  equal  active  citizenship  is  the  unalien- 
able right  of  all  men — minur^t  criminal,  and 

insane  persons  exrepled ;"  and  "  That  the 
exercise  of  that  ri^ht,  in  appointing  an  ade- 

quate representative  goverr«mcnt,  is  the 
Tpriscsl  device  of  human  policy,  and  the  only 

security  of  national  freedom."  Now,  perhaps, 
it  would  be  more  than  ought  fairly  to  be  io- 
fened  from  this  paper,  that  these  persons 

did  really  mean  by  "  a  representative  govern - 
zncnt/^  to  express  a  government  by  the  people 
independent  of  the  constitutional  pari  of  the 
government,  in  the  kmg  and  lords;  to  be 
•ure  it  is  expressed  very  unguardedly,  and  the 
observation  upon  it  is,  that  a  paper  so  ex- 

pressed ought  not  to  have  been  published  in 
this  manner,  by  a  resolution  of  this  society. 
The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  procced- 

iogt  of  the  twenty -seventh  of  April,  when 
Mr.  UoTuc  Tooke  was  pici^ent ;  and  then  a 
letter  was  sent  to  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  which  produced  afterwards  an 
answer,  written  hv  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  antf  signed  by  lord  John  Russell, 
I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  that  that  letter, 
and  the  answer,  should  be  read  to  you,  because 
many  observations  have  been  made  upon 
them^  on  the  part  of  the  prosecutiou^  and 
some  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 

[Vide  pages  143  and  144  of  this  Volume.] 

Gentlemen,  I  have  directed  this  letter,  and 
the  answer  to  it,  to  be  read  to  you,  Lecausic 
observations  were  made  upon  them  at  the 
same  time.  I  will  tell  you  what  occurs  lo 
me  upon  the  letter  and  answer.  It  appears 
to  me  as  if  it  was  a  jiert  letter,  and  was  so 
considered  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  uf 
the  People,  and  that  they  returned  a  peevish 
answer;  and  perhaps  that  may  really  and 
truly  be  the  whole  efrecl  of  thai  correspond- 

ence. I  observe  that  they  allude  in  it  lo 

something  respecting  Mr,  Painc's  plan ;  that 
ihey  do  not  expect  to  see  his  ji^reat  plans  spee- 

dily carried  into  execution.  I  do  not  observe 
that  this  is  mentioned  in  the  letter  from  ihe 

Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  but 
the  fact  seems  to  be  that  a  sentiment  of  that 

Idiid  was  expressed  in  a  letter  from  the  Man- 
chester Society,  to  the  Constitutional  Society, 

and  the  Constituliunai  Society  did  very  impro- 
porly  and  very  incautiously,  publish  a  great 
many  of  these  papers.— It  seems  to  me  as  if 
lh€  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  had 

taken  that  idea  ftom  some  newspaper,  and 
had  quarrelled  with  the  Constitutional  Society 
upon  that  ground,  and  not  improperly,  be- 

cause these  publications  are  open  to  a  great 
deal  of  obi^rvation.  I  think  this  is  nearly 
the  whole  that  results  from  these  two  letters. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence,  purported  to  be 
a  letter  from  Norwich  to  the  Constitutional 
VOL.  XXV. 

Society,  signed  I.  Broughton ;  that  letter  was 

found  among  Adams's  papers.  They  state 
that  they  are  happy  lo  sec  the  success  of 
the  Sheriield  Society,  and  approve  the  dele- 

gations that  have  been  made  to  form  a 
plan  of  gcDeral  information,  and  express  a 
wish  that  all  the  societies,  of  a  similar  kind 
in  England,  were  only  as  go  many  members^ 
strongly  and  indissolnbly  united  into  one 
political  body.  That  expression  is  worthy 
observation,  because  it  is  an  expression  to  be 
found  in  many  of  the  letters,  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  intluslnously  mfused  into  many  of 
these  societies ;  that  the  use  that  was  to  be 
made  of  them  was,  to  unite  these  bodies  of 
men  into  one  body,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 

ing, by  the  strength  of  that  union,  what 
otlicrwise  was,  perbapS|  not  to  be  produced. — 
Whether  this  was  meant  to  be  effected  by 
force,  or  by  the  general  impression  upon  the 
public  that  a  large  body  of  men  had  a  wish 
upon  the  subject,  is  another  consideration ; 
but  this  notion  of  union  seems  to  Ijave  been 

very  industriously  circulated  tluottgh  the 
societies,  and  expressed  more  Uian  once  m 
this  letter. 

They  go  on  to  state  that  their  society  con- 
sists of  some  hundreds,  and  that  they  had 

appuinted  delegates ;  that  new  societies  were 
frequent ly  f^irmtng,  which,  by  delegates,  prc- 
strvt^d  a  mutual  iutercourse  with  each  olncr,^ 
for  instruction  and  information.  Then  they 

speak  of  Mr.  Burke — thai  is  not  very  niatenah 
The  fourth  resolution  is — **  To  Mr  Thfjmas 
Paine  our  thanks  are  especially  due  for  his 
fir«st  and  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man ; 
and  we  sincerely  wish  that  he  may  live  lo  sec 
his  lahotirs  crowned  with  success,  in  the  ge- 

neral ditl'usion  of  liberty  and  happiness  among 
mankind."  This  therefore,  you  see,  is  an 

unqualified  approbation  of  Paine's  First  and Second  Paris  of  the  Rijihls  of  Man.  They  go 
on  then  to  take  notice  uf  some  discovery  sup- 

posed to  be  made,  relalivc  to  the  Westminster 
election,  which  you  need  not  be  troubled 

with.  They  conclude — "  We  congralubtc 
our  brethren  in  the  various  parts  of  the  king- 

dom, on  the  progress  of  political  knowledge ; 
and  earnestly  entreat  them  to  increase  their 
associations,  in  order  to  form  one  grand  and 
extensive  union  of  all  tlie  friends  of  j^^eneral 
liberty,  «nd  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  dis- 
lant  when  the  people  of  England  will  be 
equally  and  faithfully  represented  in  parlia- 

ment." The  idea  of  forming  this  grand  union^ 
^^ou  see,  is  laboured,  and  is  twice  expressed 
m  Ihal  single  paper  of  resolutions.  I  should 
observe  to  you,  that  the  date  of  that  letter 
was  the  twenty-fourth  of  March ;  there  is  an 

alteration  in  it  in  Mr.  Tookc's  hand-wrilinj^j. 
that  alteration,  perhaps,  it  may  be  proper  for] 

you  to  look  at;  it  is  an  alteration  from  th^' 
twenty. tburth  ultimo,  to  the  twenty-fourth  oP 
March.  1  rather  suppose  that  alteration  watj 
made  after  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Adamf^j 
and  with  a  view  only  to  accommodate  it  to 
the  lime  when  it  was  lo  be  entered  in  thcii 

2  P 
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book,  and  that  it  does  not  afford  an  obsenra- 
tioo  as  if  Mr.  Tooke  had  seen  that  letter,  or 
corrected  it  before  it  was  produced  to  the 
society;  that  does  seem  to  me  to  be  the 
effect  of  it,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  carried 
farther;  but  if  you  have  a  mind  to  look  at  it, 
you  wiU  see  how  that  is. 

The  next  paper  that  was  read  was  found 

among  Adams's  papers :.  it  contains  the  names 
of  persons  who  were  elected  members  from 
the  Norwich  Society.  The  observation  upon 
it  is,  tliat  the  descriptions,  added  to  the 
names  of  these  persons,  are  in  the  hand- 

writing of  Mr.  Home  Tooke.  There  seems 
to  bo  something  else  in  the  paper,  and  it  is 
proper  that  paper  should  be  read. 

[Fiu/e  p.  148  of  this  Volume.] 

The  observation  upon  this  letter  is,  that 
Bfr.  Home  Tooke  has  added  to  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  were  recommended  to  be 
associated  members  from  the  Norwich  Society 
tb  this  Constitutional  Society,  the  description 
of  tlieir  situations;  and  from  thence,  it  is  irj> 
ferred,  with  a  great  deal  of  colour,  that  there 
roust  have  been  some  private  correspondence 

of  Mr.  Home  Tooke's,  with  Norwich,  upon 
this  subject,  which  should  enable  him  to 
know  the  situation  of  those  persons,  and  to 
be  able  to  add  these  descriptions  to  the  names; 
and  with  respect  to  the  letter  itself,  it  speaks 
of  a  combination  which  it  seems  desirous  of 
increasing  and  promoting,  which  combination 
certainly  is  in  itself  sufficiently  dangerous, 
and  threatening,  to  the  peace  of  the  commu- 

nity at  large,  because,  you  see,  it  is  mani- 
festly calculated  to  extend  itself  without  end, 

and  to  comhioe  all  those  persons  together  to 
whom  it  extends,  for  any  object,  or  for  any 
purpose ;  if  it  is  good,  it  is  very  well,  but,  if 
It  is  bad,  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  the 
community. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Constitutional  Society,  on  the 

fourth  of  May,  1792,  in  which  a  Mr.  Martin 
is  proposed  as  an  honorary  member,  and  in 
which  tliese  two  last  letters  were  read ;  the 
resolutions  upon  them  should  now  be  read. 

IVide  pages  147, 148, 149,  of  this  Volume.] 

They  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Martin  * the  original  letter  was  produced,  which,  by 
Mr.  Wood  tall,  is  proved  to  have  an  alteration 

in  it  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand-writing,  instead  of 
the  words  "  learned  men  "  in  the  letter,  the 
words  inserted  by  Mr.  Tooke,  as  I  understand 

are,  "  gentlemen  so  highly  approved  of  by  the 
public;"  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  I  need 
trouble  you  with  hearing  that  letter  read; 
the  effect  of  it  is,  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  had 
a  communication  with  Martin,  and  that  he 
had  something  to  do  in  the  correcting  the 
letter,  which  Slartin  wrote  to  this  society: 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  go  farther. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings  of  the  society,  upon  the  llth  of  May, 
1703,  when  Mr,  Home  Tooke  was  present; 

and  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary,  that  these 
proceedinn  should  be  read :  They  respect  an 
address  which  was  at  that  time  proposed  to 
the  society  in  France,  called  the  Jacooins. 

[Vide  p.  150  of  this  Vditme.] 

On  this  address,  as  far  as  it/espects  the  Jaco- 
bins at  Paris,  I  shall  not  make  any  obser?^- 

tion  at  present,  because  it  does  not  beloDc  to 
the  present  inqiury.  The  interfering  ofthe 
subjects  of  one  country,  with  respect  to  the  go- 

vernment of  another  country,  may  be  vety 
improper,  but  it  does  not  touch  the  present 
question;  the  parts  which  touch  the  prasenl 
question,  and  which  the  prosecutor  lays  ilress 
upon,  are  these ;  thev  first  say, "  It  would 
luve  eiven  an  additional  triumph  to  our  con- 

gratulations, if  the  equal  rights  of  men  (which 
are  thefoundationofyourdeclaratk>n  of  rig|lts) 
had  been  recognized  by  the  govemnleiits around. 

If  this  means,  that  they  were  to  be  receiv- 
ed^ and  acted  upon,  within  these  govemmenti^ 

it  IS  a  very  exceptionable  idea,  because  those 
equal  rights  could  not,  in  that  sense  be  rebc^ 
nizedb^  the  governments  around,  without 
disturbing  those  governments  extremely,  par- 

ticularly without  disturbing  the  ̂ verameilt 
of  the  country  we  live  in :  but,  if  it  meant 
only,  that  other  countries  might  have  reco^ 
nized  them,  as  far  as  established  in  France^ 
so  that  the  tranquillity  of  France  might  not  be 
disturbed,  then  there  does  not  seem  much 
reason  to  quarrel  with  it. 

Another  expression  is  more  excepti<»iable, 
and  leads  to  more  observation.  Ihey  say, 

"  We  now  behold  you  a  nation  provoked  into 
defence,  and  we  can  see  no  moae  of  defence 
equal  to  that  of  establishing  the  general  free- 

dom of  Europe."  If  they  meant  by  that  cx- 
presbion,  that  the  French  were  to  defend 
themselves,  by  taking  upon  themselves  to  es- 

tablish what  this  papej;  calls  the  general  free- 
dom of  Europe  all  over  Europe,  by  force,  it  is  a 

most  dangerous  idea,  and  extremely  reprehen- 
sible ;  whether  that  be  the  true  sense  of  it  you 

will  judge.  The  other  part  of  the  paper  goes 
to  a  co-operation  with  the  committees  of 
Southwark,  London,  and  Westminster  Socie* 
ties,  in  the  publication  ofthe  four  resolutions 
contained  in  the  declaration  heretofore  pub- 

lished by  this  society.  Those,  I  apprehend 
are  the  declarations  which  were  transmitted 

by  the  Southwark  Society,  approved  and  or- 
dered to  be  published  by  this  society.  I  observed 

upon  a  very  unguarded  expression  in  one  of 
those  declarations ;    insteadfof  publishing  i^ 
Sradent  men  oughtto  have  suppressed  it;  that 
oes  certainly  afford  an  observation  on  the 

part  ofthe  prosecution. 
Gentlemen,  I  should  be  very  glad,  ifby  i 

exertions  of  mine,  1  could  hope  to  get  ' this  summing  up  to-night,  but  I  see 
that  the  len^  of  it  would  carry  u»  _^  _^ 
any  reasonable  hour,  and  that  {  have  JEMil 
stren^  to  eo  through  it.  I  believe 
that  It  would  be  better  now  to 
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will  meet  you  to-morrow  moriiing,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

It  bt^goow  Dear  oinc  o'clock  at  night,  tltc 
Court  adjourned  to  nine  o^dock  to-morrow 
morQing. 

h^me  iu  the  Old  Bailey. — Saturday^ 
November  the  2id. 

Pjixsent. 

Xord  Chief  Justice  Eyre ;  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Macdonald;  Mr.  Baron  Hotham  ;  Mr.  Jus- 

tice Grose;  Mr.  Justice  I^wrence;  and 
others  his  Majesty s  Justices, &c. 

John  Borne  Tooke  set  to  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury ;— I  left  off  last  night  with  stating  to 
you  a  proceeding  of  the  Constitutional  Society 
on  the  eleventh  of  May  1792,  an  atidrestolhc 
Jacobins,  The  next  piece  of  evidence  was  the 
proceeding  upon  the  ciglileenth  of  May  179*.'  i 
this  was  a  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  A  nchor, 
when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present,  and  it 
was  upon  this  day  that  they  met  for  the  first 
timeal  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  they  had  be* 
fore  held  their  meetings  at  the  house  of  the 
aecretary.  The  address  that  had  liccn  before 
proposed  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  (iublish- 
cd,and  there  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  Paine  res- 

pecting a  cheap  edition  of  his  First  and  Second 
Parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man.  The  proceedings 
at  this  meeting  will  be  read  to  you. 

[F«f<rp,  152  of  this  Volume.] 

Maclean  then  identified  a  paper  found  at 

Adams's,  which  appears  to  be  the  minutes  of 
these  rr-soKitions,  and  it  is  proved  by  the  evi- 

dence of  Mr.  WoodfaU,  that  there  are  cor- 
rections in  the  hand-writing ^of  Mr.  Tooke. 

Under  the  head  of  expenses  of  the  society^ 
there  are  charges  for  printing  in  the  newspa- 

pers these  resolutions,  and  also  the  rcsolulton 
respecting  the  address  to  the  Jacobins. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May  there  was  ano- 
ther meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  when 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present,  and  it  appears 
that  at  tliat  meeting  six  thousand  copies  of  the 
biils,  as  they  are  called,  which  had  been  di- 

rected at  the  last  meeting,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  There  is  a  direction  for  the  distribu- 

tion of  them  among  the  ditferent  societies  with 
whom  this  society  corresponded ;  it  appeared 
by  the  account-book  that  twelve  guineas  were 
charged  for  urinting  this  letter  oiMr,  Paine's Aod  the  adaress  to  the  Jacobins;  there  are 
charges  for  the  conveyance  by  the  coaches  of 
these  when  printed  to  Norwich^  Glasgow,  and 
other  places^  and  also  for  inserting  them  in 
the  newspapers, 

Upon  the  first  of  June  1792,  there  was  ano- 
ther meeting,  when   Mr,  Home  tooke  was 

int.    The  secretary  reported  llial  he  had 
It  the  diSerent  copies  of  the  bilh  that  were 

"prdei^  by  the  last  meeting  to  be  printed,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  directions  that  he  had  received, 
they  amount  to  a  pretty  large  number,  and 
then  there  are  three  thousandmorc  ordered  to 
be  printed;  and  to  be  distributed  to  particular 
places.  There  was  a  letter  from  the  Corres- 

ponding Society,  of  the  tlutty- first  of  May, 
read,  which  wasordered  to  be  pubhshed  in  such 
of  the  news-papers  as  would  receive  the  adver- 

tisement of  the  society,  and  there  is  a  charge 
for  that  publication.  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  thing  particular  arises  upon  that  letter,  if 
any  of  the  counsel  will  lell  me  that  ihere  does 
it  shall  be  read,  otherwise  I  think  that  may 
he  passed  over.  There  are  charges  also  iq 
the  account-book  for  transmitting  to  Nor- 
wich  and  other  places  a  paper  with  some  of 
the  king's  proclamations,  which  were  issued about  that  time. 

Upon  the  eighth  of  June  1792,  there  was  % 
meeting  ot  this  society,  when  an  open  com- 

mittee was  appointed,  who  were  to  meet» 
and  to  take  into  consideration  Mr,  Paine'slet^ 
tcr,  with  power  to  transmit  copies  of  that  let- 

ter to  the  different  societies  with  whom  they 
corresponded.  Six  thousand  copies  of  the  re- 

solutions relative  to  the  proclaniHliun  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  sent  to  tlie  different 

Corresponding  Societies. 
The  proceedings  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  May 

were  not  read  in  the  place  in  which  they 
should  have  been  read,  because  the  resolu- 

tions which  made  the  suhjecl  of  some  of 
these  meetings  that  I  have  been  now  stating 
to  you,  were  then  come  to ;  these  resolutioiia 
must  be  read. 

[Vide  p.  15R  of  this  Volume,] 
Gcnllemcn,  the  next  evidence  was  the 

proceedings  of  a  meeting  on  the  fifteenth  of 
June  179if,  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  in  the  chair. 
The  original  minutes  of  the  resolution  of  that 
ineetmg  were  found  upon  Ad^tms,  and  proved 
by  Mr.  VVoodfall  to  be  m  Mr.  Home  Tooke's 
hand-writing.  The  principal  resolution  res- 

pects the  publication  of  twelve  tliousand  co- 
pies of  Pame's  letter  to  INIr.  Dundas,  which are  directed  to  he  transmitted  to  the  differ- 
ent societies.  You  will  bear  these  minutes read. 

[nde  p.  159  of  this  Volume.] 
Mr.  Adams  was  then  called,  in  order  toj 

substantiute  the  hook  of  expenditure  whici 
he  had,  and  he  also  substantiated  some  other 
proceedings  that  had  been  read  in  his  ab- 

sence from  the  general  book  of  the  society, 
to  which  he  had  not  been  before  ciamined. 

The  uext  piece  of  evidence  was  the  proceed-' ings  at  a  meeting  of  the  Conslilutioniil  society 
upon  the  twenty-second  of  June  1792,  when 
there  were  directions  that  a  subscription,, 
opened  for  Mr.  Paine,  who  was  under  pros* 
cution,  was  to  be  received  by  Mr.  Bonney,  hi 
solicitor;  and  there  is  a  report  ofauestunal 

of  the  expense  of  printing  the  twelve  thou- 
sand copies  of  Mr.  I'aine's  letter  to  Mr.  Duo- 

das,  which  had  been  ordered ax\fes.V&sXxa'^V 
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ing ;  that  estimate  amounted  to  tirenty-five 
jiounds,  that  was  agreed  to,  and  then  there 
was  a  direction  that  the  committee  were  to 
meet  to  consider  how  these  twelve-thousand 
copies  were  to  be  circulated.  They  call  Mr. 
Chapman  and  Mr.  Jordan  in  order  to  prove 
those  works  that  had  been  thus  ordered  to  be 
printed.  Chapman  said  he  printed  a  part  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  up  to 
folio  188,  and  then  broke  off;  Jordan  said, 
that  Mr.  White  the  solicitor  for  the  Treasury, 
came  to  him;  but  he  could  not  take  upon 
himself  to  recollect  whether  he  had  given  Mr. 
White  the  copy  of  this  work  which  was  now 
produced;  he  sud  he  had  certainly  writ- 

ten his  name  upon  it,  but  he  did  not  think 
that  this  particular  copy  produced,  was  pub- 

lished by  him ;  however,  upon  farther  pres- 
^g  him,  it  appeared  that,  in  truth  he  had  had 
that  copy  which  he  supposed  to  be  delivered 
^y  him  to  Mr.  White,  from  one  Mr.  Huntley, 
the  memorandum  he  had  made  upon  it  was 
that  it  had  been  bought  of  Mr.  Johnson  tlirough 
Mr.  Huntley ;  he  said  he  supposed  that  as  his 
name  was  to  thiswork,  astbe  publisher,  Mr. 
Johnson  would  not  have  sold  a  book  with  his 
name  to  it ;  that  he  had  published  copies  of 
the  same  work  for  Mr.  Paine ;  and  had  an  ac- 

count with  Mr.  Paine. 
He  said,  that  after  the  suit  was  instituted 

against  him,  on  account  of  this  publication, 
he  went  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  according  to 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  Mr.  Paine,  ex- 

pecting to  meet  Mr.  Paine  there ;  and  he  did 
accordingly  meet  him ;  that  Mr.  Tooke  also 
was  there ;  and  Mr.  Tooke  entered  into  a  dis- 

pute with  him  about  his  being  timid,  and 
Qoubtful  of  Icavinzthe  action,  as  lie  called  it, 
in  the  care  of  Mr.  Bonney ;  that  Mr.  Bonney 

was  present ;  and  that  Mr.  King,  as  Jordan's 
attorney,  was  also  present ;  he  was  fearful, 
and  did  not  choose  to  go  without  him.  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  said,  Mr.  Paine  had  employed 
Bonney;  and  that  the  witness  might  leave 
the  business  entirely  to  him,  and  go  quietly 
home.  He  was  then  shown  another  copy, 
which  he  said  did  seem  to  him  to  be  one  of 
the  same  copies  that  he  published.  Upon  this 
evidence  the  book  was  thought  to  be  suffi- 

ciently established  in  evidence  :  and  it  was 
accordingly  delivered  in  at  the  table :  and  parts 
of  it  were  read ;  and  tliose  parts  must  now  be 
read  again 

[See  the  extracts  from  the  Second  Part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  anCe,  Vol.  24  p.  iMX).] 

Mr.  Home  Tooke  desired  that  the  preface 
misht  be  read. 

Mr.Too/ce.— I  do  not  desire  it  now. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  jEyre.— The  object  of 

reading  tlie  preface,  as  I  take  it,  was  to  show 
that  it  was  written  in  consct^uence  of  Mr. 
Burke  having  made  some  puhUcation,  which 
provoked  Mr.  Paine  to  give  this  answer.* 

The  observations  upon  this  paper,  and  upon 

^Beeihe  PreftcCf  anii,  V«L  24,  p.  503. 

the  resohitions  of  this  Sodety,  <m  Uie  pail  of 
the  prosecution,  are,  that  tms  work  of  Mr. 
Paine's  being  a  direct  attack  upon  the  ni0Dar«. 
chy  of  England,  and  upon  the  constitutko  of 
the  government  of  England,  In  a  Kiog^  Lords 
and  Commons ;  and  he  being  under  prosocu- 
tion  for  publishing  thiswork,  this  soaetjr take 
upon  themselves  to  subscribe  for  his  dereoee; 
and  to  come  to  resolutions,  that  it  was  fit  ftr 
them  to  do  so ;  and  to  come  to  a  p«'*i«^hr 
resolution,  which  goes  a  good  vray  towards 
expressing  an  approbation  of  the  doctrine. 
The  resolution  that  I  allude  to  is,  *<  Resolve^ 
That  the  right  of  investi^ting  principles  aad 
systems  of  government,  is  one  of  those  rights; 
and  that  the  works  of  any  author,  whidi  aan 
not  be  refuted  by  reason,  cannot  on  priQdpfet 
of  good  government,  and  common  sense,  bo 

maSe  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  ;**  whether that  is  the  fair  import  of  that  resolutioOy  or 
no,  is  for  your  judgment;  that  is  the  way  in 
which  it  is  put  to  you,  on  the  part  of  the  prose- cution. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evideiice  is 
the  proceeding^  of  this  society,  umn  the 
twenty-ninth  of  June,  1799,  when  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  present.  There  was  thenaplsa 
reported  for  the  distribution  of  the  tax  tnou- 
sand  copies,  which  had  been  ordered  of  the  re- 

solutions relative  to  the  proclamation.  I  think 
they  were  those  six  thousand  copies,  and  they 
state  a  distribution  that  amounts,  I  believe  to 
the  full  number  I  calculated  it  to,  four  thou- 

sand seven  hundred  and  fifty ;  and  there  were 
some  others  afterwards.  At  a  meeting,  on 
the  sixth  of  July,  179S,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was 
present.  .The  Corresponding  Society  return 
their  thanks  for  two  hundred  copies  that  had 
been  sent  to  them,  under  the  former  order. 

Mr.  Maclean  then  produced  a  letter  found 
upon  Adams,  from  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  to  this  society,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
having  received  two  hundred  copies  of  the 
proclamation,  as  it  is  called — two  hundred  co- 

pies of  Paine's  letter — that  is  the  letter  upon 
the  subject  of  his  cheap  edition  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  and  being  prosecuted — and  two  hun- 

dred copies  of  his  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas ;  and 
they  promised,  that  having  received  six  hun- 

dred copies,  they  will  take  care  that  they  shall 
be  so  communicated,  that  six  thousand  people 
at  least,  should  have  an  opportunity  ot  read- 

ing them.  At  this  meeUug  thanks  were  re- 
turned by  the  London  Corresponding  Sodety, 

to  the  Constitutional  Society,  for  agreeing  to 
admit  six  of  their  members,  as  honorary 
members  of  the  Constitutional  Socie^,  and 
their  names  were  forwarded  to  the  Constitu- 

tional Society,  ilardy  and  Margarot  were  two 
of  those  six  persons.  There  was  a  resc^tioa 
that  those  persons  should  be  ballott^  for  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Lauzun  produced  a  paper  foundtti  the 
house  of  Hardy,  which  purports  to  be  iMs  let- 

ter to  Mr.  Dundas ;  and  upon  the  titlo|laiiil 
is  said  to  be  **  printed  and  di8li9Ml|dj 
by  the  Society  for 
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lion,"     There  were  passages  r^ad  from  that 
JctLcr,  and  ihey  will  be  now  read  tuyou. 

[fWtf  p.  167  of  this  Volume.] 

CtDtlenien,  They  ibcn  read  the  proceedings 
Hi  s  meeting  of  the  Consiilutiunal  Society  on 

the  thirteenth  of  July  1792,  when  Mr.  T*iokc 
"W4S  present  I  find  nothing  respecting  that 
meeting,  but  tliat  they  ballotted  six  members 
of  the  Corresponding  Society,  and  tlial  Ihcy 
were  unanimously  elected. 

Thornton  then  produced  a  paper,  found  at 

>lr.  Home  Tooke's  house,  purporting  to  be  a 
letter  from  Thomas  Hardy,  dated  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  July,  1792,  speaking  of  the  progress 
which  the  Society  had  made,  and  that  they 

were  now  got  as  f^ir  as  the  t-leveuih  and 
twelfth  divisions.  I  am  not  aware,  that  any 
thing  very  panicular  arises  upon  that  piece  of 
evidence. 

Thompson  then  produced  a  paper  found  in 

Nr,  Home  Tookc's  hou^c,  dated  the  eighth  of 
August  1792,  pur|iorling  to  be  a  letter  from 
Thomas  Hardy  to  Mr.  Tooke,  in  which  he 
sends  liim  a  proof  copy  of  the  Address  of  the 
London  Conesponding  Society;  that  is,  Isufi- 
pose,  the  address  of  the  sixth  of  August :  lie 

a^ks  Mr,  Tooke's  opinion  upon,  it,  before  it 
was  published,  and  also  asks,  whether  it  was 
proper  that  a  copy  of  it  should  he  sent  to  the 
Bccrctary  of  itic  Conslituttonal  Society,  next 
week,  as  that  society  were  not  to  meet  till  the 
la^t  Iriddy  in  September. 

1  hi*»  witness  was  asked,  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
SKveriil  questions  about  the  manner  of  finding 
thesr  papers  :  the  account  he  gave  was,  that  he 
And  another  person  searched  for  the  paper;  that 
there  was  a  Mr.  Ford  present  to  superintend 
the  search  and  the  examination  :  and  that  a 

Mr.  Frost  and  a  Mr.  Vaughan,  who  were 
friends  of  >lr.  Tooke,  were  also  present;  and 
he  believes  that  there  were  lists  taken  by  the 
fhends  of  Mr.  Tooke,  of  all  the  papers  that 
were  taken  upon  that  examination, 
Thornton  then  produced  another  letter, 

found  at  Mr.Tooke's  house,  dated  the  fifteenth 
of  September,  1792,  which  purports  to  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Hornc  Tooke,  and  to  be 

written  to  him  by  Mr.  Mar^arot;  it  is  in 
these  words,  "  M.  Margarot  wishes  to  submit 
to  Mr.  Hornc  Tooke's  consideration,  whether 
a  plan  might  not  be  adopted  fur  obtaining  the 
assent  of  all  the  different  st»cieties  throughout 
the  nation,  to  a  united  and  safe  declaration, 
assuring  the  French,  that  wc  entertain  the 
most  friendly  dispositions  towards  them ;  and 
that  we  will;  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  dis> 
countenaace  all  hostile  attempts  on  the  part 
of  oninistry,  should  the  latter  be  base  enough 

to  forfeit  the  nation's  pledged  faith  of  neu- 
trality. M.  M,  conceives  such  a  measure 

^ill  prove  more  useful  than  a  partial,  and, 

perhaps,  comparatively  speaking,  inconsider- 
able subscription,  which,  however,  would  be 

noways  imoeded  thereby.  A  similar  decla- 
ration would  certainly  ijuiet  their  jealousies, 

vrtth  regard  to  the  Eu'gUsh,  and  would  encou- 
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rage  them  in  their  arduous  struggle,  while 
numbers  of  well  wishers  to  their  cause,  who 
might  come  forward  hero  with  only  their  stg- 
natnrcs  tu  the  declaration,  would  give  a  most 
severe  check  to  all  open,  or  even  underhanded 

ministerial  attempts/' llionUon  then  produced  another  paper, 
dated  the  sixteenth  of  September,  1795,  piir- 
^torlujg  to  be  a  letter  from  Hardy  to  Mr. 

lloriic  Tooke,  in  which  he  says,  *»  Mr,  Mar- 
garot would  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  of 

the  proposition  he  has  submitted  to  your 
judgment.  1  think,  with  him,  it  wbuld  have 
a  good  effect ;  at  the  same  time,  the  subscrip* 
lion  to  go  on  as  it  now  does,  ten  or  twenty 
thousand  signatures  would  have  more  weight 
than  as  many  thousand  pounds,  for  ten  mcrk 

might  subscribe  that  sum."  m 
Then  they  read    the   proceedings  of  the     I 

twenty  eighth  of  September,  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
being  present,  when  a   letter   was  received 
from  the  secretary  to  the    London  Corres-     . 
ponding  Society,  proposing  thu  measure  of    ■ 
an  address ;  and  there  is  an  expression  in  it     ■ 
which  exactly  corresponds  with  Mr.  Marga- 

ret's litltT,  which   speaks  of  the  ministry 

doing  any  thing  iu  violation  of  the  nation's     1 
pledged   laith,  and  proposes  the  measure  as     f 
tending  to    chvck    nostile    measures;    that 

letter  uf  Mr.  Hardy's  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  must  be  read. 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
slilutionul  Intbruiation,  held  at  the  Crown 
and  Anchor  tavern,  Strand,  Friday,  28th  of 
September,  1702, 

*•  Presekt, 

**  Mr.  William  Sharp  in  the  chair ; 

"  Mr.  J,  H.  Tooke,  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr. 
Wabb,  Mr-  Bonney,  Mr.  Merry,  Mr, 

Jennin|5f,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Sliirch,  Mr.  Moore,  captain 

Perry,  Mr.  Hickman,  Mr.  Geddes.  Mr. 
Hardy,  Mr.  Gow,  Mr.  Margarot,  Mr. 
Sinclair,  Mr.  Balmanno,  J 

•*  Read  the  following  letter    from   the     ■ 
secretary  of   the    London   Correspoudiug 

Society : — 
*•  To  D.  Adame,  secretary  to  the  Society 

for  Constitutional  Information. 

"  Sir ; — ^The  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety having  taken  the  resolution  of  trans- 

milting  to  the  French  National  Conven- 
tion, an  addresss,  simed  by  all  the  mem- 

bers, or  by  the  different  delegates  (each 
stating  for  how  many  members  he  signs), 
to  assure  that  suffering  nation*  that  we 
sympathise  with  Ihem  in  their  misfortunes ; 
that  we  view  their  exertions  with  admira- 

tion ;  that  we  wish  to  give  them  all  »uch 
cuunteuance  and  support  as  individuals, 

unsuppgrlcd  and  oppressed  themselves, 
can  afford  ;  and  that  snould  those  in  power 
here— dare   (in  violation  of  the  aiUosi* 
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pledged  faith  of  DeutraUty,  anil  m  opposi- 
tion to  Lbe  well* kilo wn  seoUmeaU  of  the 

people  ai  kr^e)  tojdu  the  German  bands 
©f  despots » united  against  liberty,  we  dh- 
chim  ail  concuiTCQce  therein ;  and  will,  to 
J*  man,  exen  eveiy  justifiable  meaos  for 
ccjuntcracting  their  m&chinations  against 
the  freedom  and  happiiiest  of  mankind. 

"  I  am  ordered  by  the  committi^c  to 
att^uaiiU  the  Society  for  CJonstitulionaJ 
Intormation  thercwitli»  in  order  to  be 
favoured  with  their  opinion  thereon,  and 
in  hopes  that,  if  they  approve  Uie  idea,  and 

recommend  iu  adoption  to  the  dift'erent 
societies,  the  pitblication  of  such  a  respect- 

able number  of  real  names  will  greatly 
check  the  hostile  measures  which  mi^t 
otherwise  be  put  in  execution,  I  am^  with 
great  reipecl,  dear  sir,  your  very  humble 
servant, 

(Signed)      Thomas  Hiaoy,  secretary. 
«  London,  Sept  S 1,  179«,— No.  9,  Picca- 

dilly, near  the  top  of  the  Haymarket/' 

"  Rasolved,  that  the  secretary  e-^press 
the  thanks  of  the  society  to  the  London 
Corres pood i fig  Society  for  their  coromuni- 
cfltion,,  and  acquaint  them  this  society  do 
fery  highly  approve  of  their  intention, 

**  Ordered,  That  the  said  letter  be  read 
at  the  next  meetiag^  for  the  purpose  of 

tonsidenog  of  publisiiing  the  same/' 

Th^y  tlieii  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
fifth  of  OctoljCFp  1792,  when  the  letter  from 
tlie  London  Corresponding  Society,  anil  the 
resolutions,  were  ordered  to  be  published. 

Lauiun  then  produced  a  paper,  found  at 

Hardy's,  dated  the  third  of  October ;  it  pur- 
ports to  be  a  letter  from  Adams  to  iJardy, 

notifying  that  resolution :  he  also  produced 
another  paper  of  the  sixth  of  Augu^^t,  1793 ; 
that  should  have  been  read  in  it^  proper 
place,  immediately  after  the  resolution  of  the 
eighth  of  August,  which  was  before  read.  It 
purports  to  be  an  address  from  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  to  the  people  of  Eng* 
knd;  it  is  pretty  long;  the  passages  that 

relied  upon  will  be  read 

*'  Address  from  the  London  Corresponding Society,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  on  the  subject  of  a  rarliamcn. 
lary  Itefortn. 

"  Fellow  CiUzens  ;^-0f  every  rank  and 
of  every  situation  in  life,  rich^  poor,  high  or 
low ;  we  address  you  aU  as  our  brcthreiij  on 
«  subject  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
most  intimately  connected  with  the  wcl- 
ferc  of  every  iodividual  who  deems  liberty 
•  blessing,  who  partakes  in  the  prosperity 
of  his  country,  and  who  wishes  to  transmit 
fts  much  of  cither  as  he  possibly  can,  to 
posterity, 

'  **  Unmfluenced  by  j«irly  pique  or  selfish motives — no  ways  affrighted  at  the  frown $i 
I  of  power— not  in  the  Icasl  awed  by  the 

evidently  hostile  preparations  of  a  much 
atarmed  aris|ocra<!y,  we,  the  Landifn  Cor- 
retpondmg  Sockt^t  united  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  a  Trojiough  PAaLiAiiEfiTAiiT 
E^Foau,  anxiously  demand  your  serious 
mnd  most  collected  attention  to  the  present 
VITIATED  State  of  the  British  government, 
we  entreat  you  to  examine  coolly  and  im- 

partially the  numerous  abuses  that  prevail 
therein,  their  destructive  consequences  on 
the  poor,  and  their  evil  tendency  on  all ; 
as  also  the  rapidity  with  which  these  abuses 
increase  both  m  number  and  magnitude. 

"  We  next  submit  to  yo^ir  examination 
an  effiectual  mode  of  puttmg  a  slop  to  them 
and  of  thereby  restoring  lo  our  no  less 
boasted  than  impaired  constitution,  its 
pristine  vigour  and  purity ;  ar*d  wo  there- 

unto warmly  solicit  the  junction  of  your 
efforts  with  ours. 

**  This  great  end  however  we  believe 
attainable,  solely,  by  the  whole  nation, 
deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  its  wrongs, 
uniting,  and  as  it  were  with  one  voice  di^ 
manding  of  those  to  whom  for  a  while  it 
has  entrusted  its  sovercigrityt  a  restoration 
Oi,  ANKUALLY  ELEiTEO  PARLIAMENTS,  tfN- 
BIASSZD  AND  UHBOUGBT  ElECTIOKS,  AMD 
AV  E9UAL  BePRESSNTATIOV  OF  THE  WhOLS 
Body  of  the  People. 

'*  Leaving  to  the  enemies  of  freedom  all 
violent,  tumultuous,  and  unconstitutional 
proceedings,  we  invite  you  to  peaceful, 
well-regulated,  and  neighbourly  meetings, 
wherein  industrious  worthy  citizens  may  as 
honest  men,  as  good  patriots,  in  a  reasonable 
and  sensible  manner,  laying  aside  prejudice, 
seriously  and  earnestly  take  into  considera- 

tion their  rights,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
present  and  succeeding  generations. 

'*  As  men  can  never  barter  away  the 
rights  of  their  posterity — as  encroachments 
on  liberty  and  property  cease  not  to  be 
grievances  from  their  being  customary  and 
of  long  standing— and  as  a  grievance  is  not 
the  less  felt  for  being  denied  by  those  who 
cause  it— feeling  grievances  enormous— see- 

ing our  liberties  encroached  upon  and  endea- 
voured to  be  entirely  purloined  from  us — as 

also  that  our  plaints  are  derided  by  govern- 
ment, and  ourselves  unlawfully  menaced 

by  those  in  power,  we  call  upon  you  all, 
Britons,  to  remember  your  privileges  as 
such,  and  to  assert  your  rights  as  men  —to 
pay  all  proper  regard  to  your  native  free- 

dom ;  and  to  consider  that,  being  the  pro- 
perty of  no  man,  nor  of  any  set  of  men,  it 

IS  highly  disgraceful  for  you  to  suffer  vour* 
selves  any  longer  to  be  thus  enslaved  and 
disposed  of  as  cattle  in  a  fair,  as  irrational 
beasts  in  a  market,  to  the  highest  bidder. 

*'  Laying  aside  all  pretensions  to  origi- 
nality, we  claim  no  other  merit  than  that 

of  re-considering  and  verifying  what 

already  been  urged  in  our  common  '^ 
by  the  duke  ot  Richmond,  Mr.  P^ 
their  then  honest  party,  years  bac 
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.diftcring  from  ihem,  we  support  wUh  can- 
dour and  ical  (Ihereby  pruving  ourselves 

no  courtiers)  the  banner  of  truth  already 

dbplayed  against  the  oppressors  of  man- 
kind, and  we  take  a  pride  in  acknowledging 

ourselves  a  pari  of  that  useful  class  of  citi- 
lens  which  placemen  (pensioned  with  the 
extorted  produce  of  our  daily  labour)  and 
proud  nobility  wallowing  in  riches  (acquired 
somehow)  anect  to  treat  with  a  contempt 
loo  degrading  for  human  nature  to  bear, 
tiJllefrS  reconciled  to  it  by  the  reHection, 
that,  though,  their  inferiors  in  rank  and 
fortune,  we  equal  them  in  talents,  and 
etcel  ihem  in  liooesty. 

**  Still,  friends  and  fellow-ci Uzcos,  pos- 
sessed of  souls  far  superior  to  the  evil  spirit 

infiuencing  these  oppressors,  these  debasers 
of  mankind  ■  tnsleiid  of  hating,  wo  contemn 
them;  and  our  motive  is  not  vengeance, 
but  redress. 

*'  A  constitution  we  are  said  to  possess, 
wc  are  willing  to  believe  it— if  good,  it 
allows  redress  to  a  complaining  people — if 
excellent,  as  many  assert,  it  must  naturally 

If 
 otnt  out  the  mean
s  thereof.    Let 

 it  there- 

fore be  publicly  and  carefully  exammed — if 
it  is  really  what  it  ou^ht  to  be ;  it  cannot 
be  too  well  known;  il  faulty,  it  cannot  be 
too  soon  amended ;   nor  can  that  be  done 
by  A  more  competent  Judge  than  the  thus 
cotJected  sense  of  the  whole  nation. 

**  It  is  the  right  of  every  individual  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  laws  that  bind 
bim !  bitt  how  is  the  peasant,  the  mechanic 
the  manufacturer,  to  obtain  that  necessary 

koowlcdge;    his  time  fully  employed  m 
Ubourine;  hard  to  provide  a  scanty  meal  for 

^^  his  famUy,  and  in  earning  wherewith  to 
^v  satis Hf  the  frequent   and  peremptory  de- 
^V  manos  of  surly  tax-gatherers,  he  has  no 
^V  leisure  for  such  intricate  political  researches; 
^m  and  even  was  he,  by  stealing  that  leisure 
^B  from  his  labour  or  hu  sleep,  to  acquire  the 
^  desired  insight — still  with  spirits  depresse<J 

by  his  suifering,  with  fears  increased  bv  the 
clamorous  threats  of  the  pcnfiioned  all-de- 

vouring locusts  in  olllce,  the  sore-oppressed 
iubject  feels  the  remedy  to  be  far  out  of  his 
reach,  and  dreads  the  consequence  of  being 
even  supposed  to  know  how  greatly  be  is 
wronged. — Such  being  the  forlorn  situation 
of  ihrcc-fourlbs  of  the   nation,   how  are 
Britons  to  obtain  information  and  redress  ? 
Will  the  court,  will  ministry,  afford  either? 
Will   parliament  grant    them?     Wdl  the 

Doblcs  Of  tlic  clergy  case  the  people's  suf- 
fering? No.    Experience  tells  us,  and  pro- 

clamations confirm  it.  that  the  interest  and 
the  intention  of  power  are    combined  to 
keep  the  nation  in  torpid  ignorance  ! 

"  The  only  resource   then,  friends  and 
fellow  citizens,  will    be   found    in   those 
societies  which  instituted  with  a  view  to 

the  public  good,  promote  a  general  instruc- 
of  our  rights  as  men,  expose  the  abuses 

ID  power,  and  point  out  the  only 

constitutional,  the  only  effectual  means  of 
forwarding  a  public  investigation,  and  ob- 

taining a  complete  redress  for  a  people  in 
whose  credulous  eood  nature  originated 
their  present  difficulties. 

it  w^  ̂ i\\  jjQ^  |j,j,.^  yQUf  fechogs  by  a 
minute  detail  of  our  common  grievances ; 
you  cannot  be  ignorant,  friends  and  fellow- 
sufferers,  how  generally  power,  place,  pen- 

sion and  title,  are  the  rewards  of  men  wDose 
services  to  the  court  have  been  of  the 
greatest  prejudice  to  the  country.  You 
painfully  feel  the  consequences ;  increased 
taxes,  a  great  part  of  which  are  most  vilely 
squandered ;  a  heavy  national  debt,  begun 
with  a  design  of  forming  a  powerful  and 
monied  court-party :  continued  with  nearly 
the  same  view,  unto  its  present  enormous 
bulk,  and  from  its  commencement  mili- 

tating against  our  liberties !  Too  visible  are 
the  numerous  encroachments  on  our  rights 
too  common  the  insolence  of  office,  the 
venality  of  magistracy,  the  perversion  of 
the  laws,  the  letting  loose  the  military  on 
every  occasion,  and  those  occasions  eagerly 

sought.  The  subject's  complaints  derided — the  one  part  of  the  nation  turned  into 
spies  and  infonncrs  against  the  other — the 
— but  wherefore  more?  Is  here  not  enough 
to  prove  beyond  a  dmtbt,  that  while  we 
boast  the  best  constitution,  the  mildest 
laws,  the  freest  government,  we  arc  in  fact 
slaves! 

"  Yet,  fellow- citizens !  numerous  as  arc 
our  grievances,  and  close-rivetled  as  weighty 
to  the  shackles  on  our  freedom;  retorm 

one  alone,  and  the  others  will  all  disap- 
pear. If  we  once  regain  an  annually 

elected  parliament,  and  that  parliament  to 
be  fairly  chosen  by  all,  the  people  will 
again  share  in  the  government  of  their 
cuun  try,  and  their  then  unbought,  unbiassed 
suffrages  must  undoubtedlv  select  a  majo- 

rity of  honest  members,  while  the  very  few 
unsound  ones,  that  may  accidentally  ob- 

tain seats,  will,  from  the  consideration  of 
their  annual  dependance  on  tlic  people^  think 
it  highly  advisable  to  continue  the  disguise 
that  procured  them  their  election,  and  at 
least  wear  the  mask  of  honesty — a  mask 
neither  at  all  times  necessary,  nor  at  all 
times  worn,  in  a  septennial  parliament, 

"  Let  no  man  imaeine  himself  uncon- 
cerned in  the  proposed  reform — let  no  one 

think  so  meanly  of  his  situation  or  abi- 
lities as  to  suppose  his  coming  forward  will 

be  of  no  service  to  the  cause  of  liberty  ! 
numbers,  union,  and  perseverance  must  in 
the  end  be  crowned  with  success,  while  com- 

pared with  the  small  efforts  of  each  indivi- 
dual associating  and  thereby  countenancing 

the  demand  of  the  nation  to  be  restored  to 
its  constitutional  rights !  how  great  will 
appear  the  advantages  resulting  there- 

from ! — **  An  HONEST  PAKIJAMEXT  ! 
"  An  ANNUAL  PARLlAMtl^iT  I 
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«A  PARLtAMENT  wheeein  EACH 
INDIVIDUAL  WILL  HAVE  HIS  RE- 
PRESENTATIVE, 

*•  Soon  then  should  we  see  our  liberties 
restored,  the  press  free,  the  kws  simplified, 

judges  unbiassed,  juries  indepeudent,  need- 
leas  places  and  pensions  retrenched,  im- 
moderale  salaries  reduced,  the  public  bet- 

ter ^r\'ed,  taxes  dinimi&hed,  qnd  ibe  ne- 
cessaries of  life  more  within  the  reach  of  the 

poor,  youth  better  educated,  prisona  less 
crowded,  old  age  better  pruvided  for,  and 

stJui(jtuou3  j'eas^ls,  at  the  ejipense  of  the itaiviiig  poor,  ks&  frequent.  Look  not 
upon  this,  dear  counlryinen,  as  an  enthu- 

siastic vision ;  but  rather  let  ii'i  ta|cthcr lake  a  ealm  an  reasonable  review  ot  such 

«n  honest  parliament  assembled — let  us  in 
idea,  curtail  their  session  unto  even  the 
short  duration  of  three  months  in  one  year, 
<»r  5i]ity-four  meetings  for  doine  the  an- 

nual bus  i  uess  o  f  th  e  u  ation .  StitlfivchuD^ 
dred  honest  men,  meeting  sixty-four  times, 
with  both  intention  and  capacity  to  serve 

their  country,  must  do  inmetkiftg — must 
employ  their  time  somehow.  Contesitd 
elections,  none  or  very  few,  and  soon  de- 

termined; party  debates,  none,  the  interest 
of  the  people  being  one;  long  speeches 
much  dioiini^hcd,  honest  men  seeking  rea- 
«on,  not  oratory ;  no  placemen  in  the  se- 
Bate,  corrupt  ioQuenee  dies  away,  and  with 
it  all  tediouSf  obstinate,  ministerial  oppo- 

sition to  meaj^ures  calculated  for  the  public 
good  :  detesting  clucanerv,  oppression  and 
injustice  of  every  kind,  ill  is  honest  parlia- 

ment, fbiding  that  the  laws  wanted  f^implt- 
ficalion  and  arrangement,  would  set  about 
it,  however  desirucdve  their  labours  might 
prove  to  the  sordid  interest  of  an  ambitious 
judge,  a  prostiUiled  council,  a  packed  jury, 
or  a  vile  herd  of  petty  loggers^  trading 
justiees,  bailiJfs,  or  runners. 

**  Finding  that  a  most  extraordinary 
wftste  of  public  money  had  taken  place 
under  the  different  pretences  of  places, 
pensions,  contracts,  armaments,  subbidies, 
secret  service  money,  &lc.  our  honest  and 
annual  parliament  would,  after  narrowly 
scrutinizing  the  same,  retrench  every  sum, 
needlessly  or  wickedly  laid  out. 

**  Recalling  to  their  mind  that  wise  and 
wholesome  provision  of  the  I2th  of  Wil- 
liam  3rd,  chap,  2,  enacting,  thai  alt  reaolu- 
tiom  taken  in  Ike  priry  councti  thatl  be 
signed  tf^  iuch  of  the  privy  cQUncit  ai  ihaii 
advitt  und  ̂ amint  tg  the  s*m€ ;  they  would 

call  for  an  immediate  renewal  of  thai  loug- 
suspetided  law,  and  by  so  doing,  all  des- 

tructive iecret  Influence  will  be  rooted  up^ 
and  the  people  could  theOf  at  all  times^ 
discover  who  were  their  friends,  and  who 
fbeir  foes. 

**  The  people's  paTliamcnt  finding,  that 
under  ̂ fanous  pretences  grants  of  common 
land  had  Wen  obtained  m  sundry'  persons, 
no  wiys  to  Itie  benefit  of  the  cotmuuniiy, 

but  very  murh  to  the  distress  of  th«  poor, 
the  same  would  be  souo  test^jred  to  the 

public,and  the  robbed  peasantagain  enabled 
annually  to  supply  his  distressed  family  with 
an  increased  Quantity  of  bread  out  of  the 
profit  arising  from  the  liberty  regdned  of 
grazing  a  cuw,  two  or  three  sheep,  or  a  brood 
of  gec»e  thereon. 

**  With  detet?talion  would  that  parlia- 
ment view  any  man  enjoying  Uie  emohi- 

incnts  of  sis  or  seven  places,  either  need- 
less and  overpaid,  as  requiring  altogelher 

but  one  officer,  or  else  their  several  duties 
neglected,  and  the  public  thereby  deprived 
of  that  service  for  which  they  pay  their money. 

"  Numerous  other  reforms  would  un- 
doubtedly take  place,  even  in  the  first  ses- 

sion of  parliament  so  elected  dependent 
only  on  their  electors  the  people.  Untorn 
therefore  by  faction^  undivided  by  party, 

uncorrupted  by  ministry,  and  uninfluenced 
but  by  tne  public  good,  every  transaction 
would  tend  to  reform,  and  a  strict  economy^ 
jls  natural  consequence,  might  i^oon  enable 
ns  to  reduce  our  taxes ;  and  by  the  inte* 
EritjT  of  parliament^  that  rtduction  would 
right  upon  such  objects  as  bcst  might  re- 

lieve the  poor.  This  to  the  people  would 
prove  an  advantageous  and  a  novel  session, 

and  to  an  honest  paj-liamenl  not  a  lircMjmc one. 

"  Therefore  Britons,  friends,  and  fellow- 
citizens,  with  hand  and  heart  unite,  claim 
what  is  your  right,  persevere  and  be  free;: 
for  who  shall  dare  to  withstand  our  just 

demands! — oppression  already  trembling 
at  the  voice  of  individuals,  will  shrink  away 
and  disappear  for  ever,  when  the  nation 
untied  shall  assert  its  privileges,  and  de<> 
mand  their  restoration, ^^igned  by  order, 

'*  M,  Mahcarot,  chairman, 

*'  T.  Uarot,  secretary." 

"  Ordered,  that  the  secretary  of  thi5  so* 
ciely,  do  transmit  copies  of  the  above 
to  all  the  societies  m  the  nation,  en- 

gaged in  the  same  cause » 

"  London,  August  6,  179?.'^ 
Ocnttcmen,  this  paper  has  been  read  to 

you ;  and  I  hope  you  have  attended  to  it  par- 
ticularly ;  bccau«^  ̂ rat  stress  was  laid  upon 

it,  on  the  part  of  tlic  proscculton,  as  if  we 
might  discern  in  that  paper  the  first  traces  of 
this  idea  of  a  national  convention,  which 
should  usurp  the  government  of  the  country, 
I  discover  in  it  soniethiug  very  inflammatory, 
licentious,  and  libelJoys  upon  all  the  orders  m 
the  state,  and  upon  every  person  who  has  any 
thing  do  with  the  esecuiivc  government; 
but  I  cannot  say  myself,  that  I  do  discover 
any  distinct  traces  of  a  national  convention ; 

the  contrary  idea  is  held  out  in  tlie  ter—  "*" it ;  and  it  does  seem  lo  me  as  if,  ta*^ 
whole  context  together,  it  would  ' 
to  collect  more  from  Lt^  than  I 



for  High  Treason, 
ei^ger,  aiiitnated,  and  exceptionable  Ian- 
gpage,  they  |>rocldim  to  the  world,  tliat  i^riev- 
anccs  exist ;  aod  lliat  they  are  deterroined  lo 
procure  a  reform  of  those  grievances,  by  pfo- 
GiriDg  a  better  representation  of  the  people 
in  pariiftment  j  and  that  belter  re  pre  sen  tali  an 
of  the  people  in  parliament,  in  fair  interpre- 

tation^ wonid  be  in  the  Commons  Hoiwc  of 
Parliament;  and  in  that  view  of  it,  however 

eiceptionable  it  may  be,  and  very  exception- 
Able  it  is  in  its  langua&e,  s-till  that  distinct 
idea  touid  hardly  be  collected  from  )t.  You 
will  judge,  and  you  arc  the  proper  judges, 
wbetner  there  can  fairly  be  collected  from 
that  letter  more  than  I  have  stated  to  you : 
It  is  Important  you  should  attend  to  it,  be- 

cause stress  was  laid  upon  it;  and  the  true 
construction  of  it  may  be  that  which  is  in- 
flbted  upon,  on  the  part  of  the  pro&ecution ; 
t»ut  of  that  you  will  judge. 

Th«  next  piece  of  evidence  that  was  read 

was  the  proceedings  of  the  twelfth  of  October, 
1792»  of  the  Con^titulionali  Society,  when 

!  Wr.  Hornc  Tooke  was  present-  A  t  this  meet- 
ing there  waaa  letter  read  from  the  London  Cor* 

leaponding  Society,  with  an  address  inclosed, 
to  the  National  Cunvenlion  of  France,  and 
they  desire  tlie  advice  of  the  Constitutional 
Society,  as  to  the  manner  of  conveying  and 
prcMDling  that  address. 

Maclean  then  produced  the  original  letter, 
I :»nd  the  aridress  of  the  society,  to  the  National 
j  Convention  of  France,  TUo  Constitutional 
i&ociety  resolve  to  thank  thera  for  the  com- 

munication, and  they  approve  of  the  apirit  of 
the  address ;  that  address  is  a  very  impoitant 
piece  of  evidence ;  you  will  hear  it  read. 

"  Read,  The  following  letter,  and  in- closed address  to  the  Nationat  Convention 

of  France,  from  the  London  Corrcspondiiig 
Society. 

"  To  D.  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Society  for Constitutional  Information. 

**  ̂ r;— Your  favour  of  the  third  instant, 
mforming  us,  that  our  proposal  for  add  rest- 

ing the  French  National  Convention,  had 
met  with  the  approbation  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information,  we  have  in- 

closed you  a  copy  of  the  address  we  have 

drawn  up,  and  mean  to  send,  the  society 
at  laree  naviug  approved  of  it, 

"  Not  in  the  least  presuming  to  propose 
it  for  the  adoption  of  your  society,  ourselves 
will  joyfully  throw  it  aside  and  as  readily 

subscnbc  to  any  production  of  your's,  better 
calculated  to  answer  the  purpose,  and  less 
unworthy  being  presented  to  so  august  an 
iSMinbly. 

*•  Sliould  no  other  be  produced,  we  ima- 
gine this  plain,  but  honest  address,  will  be 

tdlopted  by  some  other  societies,  in  concur- 
rence with  our  own  ;  and  respecting  the 

manner  ot  signing,  of  conveying,  and  of 
presenting  it,  vour  better  experienced  ad- 

vice will  greatly  oblige,  eenllcinen,  your 
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very  humble  servants,   for  the  committee 
of  tne  London  Corresponding  Society. 

(Signed) **  Maurice  MAROAaor,  chairman. 

"  Thomas  Hajloy,  secretary.'* 
"Thursday,  lith  October,  179«." 

"Frenchmen! — While  foreign  robbers 
are  ravaging  your  territories,  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  justice ;  cruelty  and  de- 

solation leading  on  their  van,  perfidy  with 
treachery  bringing  up  their  rcai,  yet  mercy 
and  friendship  impudently  held  forth  to  tbft 
world  as  the  sole  motives  of  their  itif^ur* 

sions,  the  oppressed  part  of  mankind  for- 

getiin|,  for  awhile,  Iheirown  sufferings,  feel 
only  for  yours,  and  with  an  anxious  eye 
walch  the  event,  fervently  supplicating  the 

Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe  to  be  <»- 
vouriible  to  your  cause,  so  intimately 
blended  with  their  own. 

"  Frowned  upon  by  an  oppressive  system 
of  control,  whose  gradual,  but  continued 
encroachments,  have  deprived  this  nation 
of  nearly  all  its  boasted  liberty,  and  brought 
us  almost  to  that  abject  stale  of  slavery, 
frum  which  you  have  so  emerged,  5,000 
British  citizens,  indignant,  manfully  step 
forlh  to  rescue  their  country  from  the  op- 

probrium brought  upon  it,  by  the  supine 
conduct  of  thosr  in  power.  They  conceive 
it  to  be  the  duly  of  Britons  to  countenance 
and  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
the  champions  of  human  happiness,  and 
to  swear  \o  a  nation,  proceeding  on  the  plan 
you  have  adopted,  an  inviolable  friendship. 
Sacred  from  this  day  be  that  friendship  be- 

tween us  1  And  may  vengeance  to  the  ut- 
termost overtake  the  man  who  hereafter 

shall  attempt  to  cause  a  rupture. 
*'  Though  wc  appear  so  few  at  preseDt, 

be  assured.  Frenchmen,  that  our  number 
increases  daily ;  it  is  true,  that  the  stern 
uplifted  arm  of  authority  at  present  keepii 
back  the  timid,  that  busily  circulated  im-> 
postors  hourly  mislead  the  credulous,  and 
that  court  intimacy,  with  avowed  French 
traitors,  has  some  eflect  on  the  unwary, 
and  on  the  ambitious.  But,  with  certainty, 
wc  can  inform  you,  friends  and  freemen, 
that  information  makes  a  rapid  progress 
among  us.  Curiosity  has  taken  possession 

of  the  public  mind  ;'  the  conjoint  reign  of  J ignorance  and  despotism  passes  away.  Men  I 
now  ask  each  other,  what  is  freedom }  what 
aie  our  rights?  Frenchmen,  you  are  al- 

ready free,  and  Britons  are  preparing  ta 
become  so ! 

**  Casting  far  from  us  the  criminal  preju- 
dices artfully  inculcated  by  evil-minded 

men,  and  wily  courtiers;  we,  instead  of 
natural  enemies,  at  lenjjth  discover  in 
Frenchmen,  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  world, 
and  our  brethren  by  the  same  Heavenly 
Father,  who  created  us  for  the  puroose 
of  loving  and  mutually  assisting  each  other : 
but  not  to  liat%  and  to  be  ever  ready  to 

2  Q 



K»]         55  GE0R6B  IlL TritdtfJokn  Hmrm  Tooie 

[M6 

cut  each  others  Ihfoato,  at  the  commtnd  of 
weak^  or  ambitious  kings^  uid  oomipt  mi- 
nisters. 

*«  Seeking  our  real  enemies,  we  find 
them  in-our  bosoms;  we  feel  ourselves  in- 

-  wardly  torn  by^  and  em  the  victinis  of  a 
restless,  all-coiuuming  aristocracy,  hither- 

to the  bane  of  every  nation  under  Ihe  sun ! 
Wisely  have  yon  acted  in  eipeUing  it  from 
France. 

**  Warm  as  are  our  wishes  for  yonrsnc- 
oess,  eager  as  we  are  to  behdafreedom 
triumpbant^  and  man  every  where  leslond 
to  the  ex\joymMt  6f  hisiuit  rights^  a  sense 
<ifourdiity»  a8Merlydttebs,-lbrbids  6ur 
flying  in  arms  to  your^  assiStenoe;  'oor  go- 

vernment has  wifgiA  the  national  faith' to 
lemain  nfutnu:— 4n  a  struggle  of  liberty 
anmsl'despolism,  Britons  remain  neutral ! 

\  O  shame  I- But  we  have  entrusted  our  king 
with  discretionary  powers;— we  therefore 
flsust  obey;*r«ur  hands  are  bound,  but 
our  hearts,  are  free,  and  they  are  with  you. 

'*  Let  Gierman  despots  act  as  they  pleue. 
•  We  shall  r^iee  at  their  iall,  compassion- 

ating however  their  enslaved  subjects.  We 
'  liope-  this  tyranny  of  their  masters  will 
frove  the  means  of  reinstating,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  fiberties,  mil- 

lions of  our  fellowcreatores. 

<<  With  unconcern,  therefore,  we  view 
the  elector  of  Hanover,  join  his  troops  to 
traitors  and  -robbers ;  but  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  will  do  well  to  remember,  that  this 
country  is  not  Hanover.— Should  he  forget 
this  distinction,  we  will  not 

^  While  you  enjoy  the  envied  riory  of 
being  the  unaided  defenders  of  freedom, 
we  fondly  anticipate,  in  idea,  the  numerous 
blessings  mankind  will  enjoy,  if  you  suc- 

ceed, as  we  ardently  wish,  the  triple  alli- 
ance (not  of  crowns,  but)of  the  people  of 

America,  France,  and  Britain,  will  eive 
freedom  to  Europe,  and  peace  to  the  whole 
world.  Dear  fhends,  you  combat  for  the 
advantage  of  the  human  race.  How  well 
purchased  will  b&  thoujgh  at  the  expense 
of  much  bkMd,  tne  glonous,  the  unprece- 
dental  privilege  of  saying,  mankind  is  free  ! 
Tpmts  and  granny  are  no  more!  Peace 
reigns  on  the  earth !  And  this  is  the  work 
of  Frenchmen. 

"Resolved;— Tliat  the  thanks  of  this 
society  be  given  to  the  London  Correspond- 

ing Society,  for  the  above  address  trans- 
^  mitted  by  them ;  and  that  the  secretary  ac- 
quauat  them,  this  society  do  highly  approve 
of  the  spirit  of  the  same.^ 

Gentlemen,  the  whole  of  this  paper  de- 
serves very  attentive  consideration  indeed; 

for  you  here  find  an  appeal  to  a  foreign  coun- 
try, and  those  who  make  the  address,  take 

upon  themselves  to  consider  the  interests  of 
our  country  as  intimately  blended  vrith  the 
interests  of  that  countiy,  in  the  state  in  which 
Ibatcountjy  wasattfaattimey  which  leads  to 

very  serkwis  obsiffvalkms.— It  tptnks  of  tlie 
kwfiil  contiola'  fai  this  oountiy  aa. iijj)iiiMiii 
and  burthensome  to  the  people  oftnui  coun- 
tiy.  It  speaks  of  Rmchmcn  baccmiag  fte^ 
and  of  Britons'  preparing  to  beeonoiai    H 
speaks  of  the  anStocnwy  of  the  coutiy  in) 
a  pretty  plain  aHuuon  to  one  of  the  ocoors  of 
tlie  stefo,  m  these  tenns— "  Seeking  ovued 
enemiea^  we  fhid  thena  in  oor  bosoMs  we 
fbel  ouitielve»inwefdly  toRi  by^  aadevor  the 
vkstimsoT,  aieitlesoend  att-ooMumitigari^ 
tocracyi*  It  asserts^  thnt  m  arislecnHf>IS 
the  bane  ofevei7>faathmnndeff  theaaBj;  ani 
it'dedares  that  Fnnee  has'dene-wise^  W9ah 
polling  an  aristocracy.  ItalludesmoreguiriL 
ediyiotheking,  betthereisanelhiawBy-aad 
a  dauMrons-onO— <<  the  king  of  Oieet  BriMto 
will  do  wdl  to  remember  that  this  oouMt  i* 

not  Hmiover ;  should  he  forget  this  dMse^ 
tion,  we  will  not.''  It  speaks  of  the  evwit'er 
the  success  of  the  Fyencn  codtest  in  very  ex- 

traordinary terms— ̂   If  you  sueeeed,  m'  we 
ardently  wish,  the  triple  sllumce  not  or  crowns 
hut  of  the  people  or  America,  Fraoee^  and 
Britain  will  g^ve  freedom  to  Europe^  and 

peace  to  the  whole  worid  ;**  which  is  geiDg^ 
good  way  towards  saying,  that  tlie  efiltai  of 
tne  success  of  the  contest  in  Fnnee  wilt'be 
to  produee  an  alliance  of  the  nations  of  FnuMO 
and  England,  independent  of  a  crown^  ani 
without  a  crown.  How  hr  theseobservatiens 
are  just  in  themselves,  and  how  fhr  they  lead 
to  open  the  views  of  those  who  presented  tbi^ 
address,  is  matter  of  general  observation^ 
for  your  consideratkm  upon  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  taken  together;  but  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  point  out  ta  you  the  particular 
passages,  which  mu«t  certainly  strike,  one 

upon  reading  that  paper.  I  shalihave  occa- 
sion hereafter,  to  observe  a  little  more  parti- 

cuIaHyupon  it. 
They  then  read  the  proceeding  of  the  nine  • 

teenth  of  October,  when  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
was  in  the  chair ;  there  was  a  committee  ap- 

pointed to  confer  with  the  delegates  of  tlie 
London  Corresponding  Society,  on  the  address 
which  that  society  hmA  presented  to  the  Na- 

tional Convention  of  Finance. 

Upon  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  being  present,  the  report-of  Che 
committee  appointed  at  the  Ust  meeting  was 
recommitted ;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  at  the 
next  meeting  they  would  coimder  of  an 
answer  to  the  London  ConrespondingSociety, 
upon  the  subject  ef  their  letter,  and  that  they 
would  also  consider  of  an  address  to  tho  Na- 

tional Convention  of  Firance. 

Upon  the  second  of  November  17M,  at  a 
meedneof  the  Constitutional  Society,  Mr. 

Tooke  being  present,  a  committee  was-  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  an  address,  but  Mr.  Tooke 

was  not'Of  that  committee. 

Upon  the  ninth  of  November  irOty  Mr. 
TooKo  being  present,  the  address  was  predtw 
ed,  and  was  read :   Mr.  Bartow  and  Mr.'  lltost 
being  present,  were  desired  to  preMOffbU 
address,  and  were  thanked  for  havmg^accvfltd 



6971 
fof  High  Ireaso) 

A.  D.  1794^ 

[598 

inist.      The  proceedings  w<?re  signed  hy 
chaxxmiBf  lord  l^mpuL     That  address 

\X  be  read. 

•*  The  Comaiitlee  appointed  at  ihe  last 
Finetr       :  '        fntiu  this*o- 
^cicl;  lun  of  France 
uatie  hiM!  ii|'<,-n,  .iinj  ̂ ii-juiited  the  foliow- 
tg  addres«  which  was  read  antl  npprovcd : 

[*♦  Tlie  Society  far  ConslitiilionaJ  Inforroii- 
lion  in  London,  to  ihc  National  Con- 

lotion  of  France. 

lis  of  a  Sovereign  People^  and  Be- 
its o(  Mankind  ; — Wc  rejoice  thai 

revolution  has  arrived  at  that  point  of 
}>erfection  which  will  permit  us  to  address 
^im  by  \\\ib  title ;  it  is  the  only  utie  that  can 

with  the  character  of  true  tegisktors. 
successive  epoch  in  your  affairs,  has 
something  to  tiic  triumphs  of  liberty, 

the  glorious  victory  of  the  toih  of 
it,  has  finally  prepared  the  way  for  a 

titution,  which  we  trust 30U  will  estab- 
m  the  basis  of  reason  and  nature. 

"  Consirlering  the  mass  of  delusion  accu- 
lulated  on  mankind,  to  obscure  their  un- 
lerstandin^Sy  you  cannot  be  astonished  at 

^the  opi*o&ition  you  have  met  both  from 
ly rants  and  from  slaves. — The  instrument 

'  against  you  by  each  of  these  classes  is le  same;  for  in  the  genealogy  of  human 
iries,  ignorance  is  at  once  the  f»arent  of 

oppression,  and  the  child  of  aubniission. 
*'  The  events  of  everv  day  are  proving 

tiiat  your  cause  is  cherished  by  the  people 
in  all  your  continental  vicinity  ;  that  a  ma^ 

'  irity  of  each  of  those  nations  are  your  real 
'  snds,  whose  governraenU  itavc  tutored 

them  into  apparent  foes,  and  that  they  only 
it  to  be  delivered  by  your  arms  from 
dreaded  necessity  of  ̂ ghUng  against 

**  The  condition  of  Englishmen  is  lesa  to 
[t«  dcplored^ — here  the  hand  of  oppression 
las  not  yet  ventured  completely  to  ravish 

I  j>cn  trom  us,  nor  openly  to  point  the 

"  *  at  you.     From  bosoms  burning  with 
io  your  cause,  wc  tender  you  our 
wishes  for  the  full  extent  of  its 

19  and  success,     k  is  indeed  a  sacred 

1;  we  cherish  it  aa  the  pledge  of  your 

'  less,  our  natural  and  nearest  friends ; 
we  rely  upon  it  as  the  bond  of  fraternal 

,«ntaii  to  the  human  race,  in  which  union 
^cur  own  nation  will  aurdy  be  one  of  the 
Irst  to  concur. 

"  Our  government  has  still  the  power  and 
^)Cfhaps  Sie  inclination,  to  emplov  hirelings 
<to  contradict  us  ;  but  it  is  our  real  opinion, 

|tJiat  we  now  speak  the  sentiments  of  a 
real  mitjorily  of  the  English  nation. — The 
rople  l)ere  are  wearied  with  imposture, 

*^wore  out  with  war ;  they  have  learned 1cct,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
riklfHpriiicof  unnalurul  combinations  in 
:iclyas  relative  to  systems  of  ffovernment, 

lite  result  of  tlic   natural  temper  of 

nations,  aa  relaitivc  to  tach  othtre  h&ppi. nesa. 

**  Go  on,  legislators,  in  the  work  of  hu- 
man happiness— the  benefits  wdl  in  part  he 

ours,  but  the  glory  shall  '  "  m  own.  It 
is  the  reward  of  your  p'  ,  it  is  the 
prize  of  virtue.  The  spair.^  i.i  .  a  be  rty  pre- 

served in  England  for  ages,  like  the  conis* 
cations  of  the  northern  aurora,  Mi'rvcd  but  to 
show  the  darkness  visible  in  the  rest  of  Eu- 

rope. The  lustre  of  the  American  liepub- 
lic  like  an  efifulgent  morning,  rose  with 
increasing  vigour,  but  still  too  distant  to 

enhghten  our  hemisphere,  till  the  splendour 
of  the  French  revolution  burst  forth  tipoo 
the  nations,  injtbe  full  fervour  of  a  meridian 
sun,  and  disnlaycd  in  the  midst  of  the  En* 
ropean  woria,  the  praclicjil  result  of  princi- 

ples which  philosophy  hadp«ought  in  the 
shade  of  speculation,  and  wliich  expt  rience 
must  every  where  confirm.  It  dispels  the 
clouds  of  prejudice  from  all  people,  reveals 
the  secrets  of  all  despotism,  and  creates  a 
new  character  in  man. 

"  In  this  career  of  improvement,  your 
example  will  be  soon  followed;  for  nations 

rbing  iVom  Uieir  lethargj-,  will  reclaim  the 
rights  of  man,  with  a  voice  which  man  can- not resist. 

"(Signed  by  order  of  the  Society) "  Sen  PILL  chairman. 
**  D.  Adam^  secretary. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  iliis  so- 
ciety be  given  to  the  committee  who  pre- 
pared the  above  address, 

*•  Hesolved,  That  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr. 
Frost  be  deputed  by  this  society  to  present 
the  address  of  this  society  at  the  bar  of  the 
National  Convention  of  France. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  so- 
ciety be  given  to  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost 

for  accepting  the  above  deputation. 
**  Resolved,  That  the  said  address  be  signed 

by  the  chairman  and  secretary. 
**  Resolved,  that  a  subscription  be  opened 

in  this  society,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  efforts  of  France  i  the  cause  of  free- 

dom.** 

Gentlemen,  this  paper  was  also  very  much 
relied  upon,  hut  I  do  not  think  it  so  easy  to 
point  out  the  particular  passages  from  whence 
strong  observations  will  arise.  They  speak  of 
the  glorious  tenth  of  August: — as  to  the 
tenth  of  August,  and  what  appellation  it  de- 

served, as  applied  to  the  affairs  of  France,  wc 
have  nothing  to  do  with  ;  and  there  is  no  di- 

rect application  of  it  to  any  consequences 
that  were  to  follow  here-  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  acrimony  expressed  as  to  the  state  of 
this  country ;  but  a  great  deal  of  observation, 
with  respect  to  the  enect  that  the  revolution 
of  France  was  to  have  upon  this  tounlrv^ 
hardly  arises  upon  lliat  expression  of  acrimony. 

The  concluding  part  is  the  most  material,  iind 
has  the  most  direct  reference  to  such  an  cflicct; 
it  is  in   these   words—"  The  lustre  ut  aK«. 
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American  Republic,  like  an  efiolg^t 
ingy  arose  with  increasing  vigour,  but  still 
too  distant  to  enlighten  our  hemisohere, 
till  the  splendour  of  the  Freneh  Revolution 
burst  forth  upon  the  nations  in  the  fiill  fervour 
of  a  meridian  sun,  and  displayed,  in  the  midst 
of  the  European  world,  we  practical  result  of 
principles  which  philosophy  had  sought  in  the 
ahadeof  speculation,  and  which  experience 
must  every  where  confirm.*'  This  is,  certainly 
a  general  approbation  of  the  practical  result  of 
pnnciples  which  had  produced  a  revolution 
in  France,  and  which  this  address  supposes 
that  expenence  would  confirm  every  where  as 
well  as  in  France.  It  speaks  of  dispelling 
the  clouds  of  prejudice  from  all  people,  reveal- 

ing the  secrets  of  all  despotism,  and  creating 
a  new  character  in  man.  These  are  eipres- 
aions  certainly  large  enough  to  comprenend 
their  own  country  as  well  as  any  other  country 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  France.  It  goes  on 
to  say— ̂   In  this  career  of  improvement,  your 
example  will  be  soon  followed," — Followed 
by  whom? — **  for  nations  rising  from  their 
lethargy,  will  reclaim  the  rights  of  man  with 
a  voice  which  man  cannot  resist.**  That, 

you  see,  is  general — go'mg  to  all  nations; and  if  it  has  any  reference  to  this  natbn 
among  others,  to  be  sure  .it  is  a  paper  that 
deserves  ver]r  serious  attention,  considered 
as  a  declaration  of  principles  upon  which 
the  fate  of  this  country  might  turn,  as  well  as 
the  fate  of  France. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a 
paper  found  upon  Adams,  dated  Paris,  the 
twenty-ninth  of  November,  1792  ;  it  is  a  let- 

ter from  Joel  Barlow  and  John  Frost  to  the 

Constitutional  Society,  informing  them  of 
what  had  passed  upon  the  presenting  of  those 
addresses ;  that  paper  will  be  read,  and  the 
two  papers  contamed  in  it ;  and  one  of  them 
will  certainly  be  extremely  material  for  your 
consideration. 

"  Citizens  and  Associates;— We  have 
executed  your  commission  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  in  a  manner  which 
we  hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 
A  translation  of  the  papers  herewith  in- 

closed, was  yesterday  presented  at  the  bar 
of  the  Convention,  and  received  with  uni- 

versal applause.  After  which  the  presi- 
dent gave  us  the  kiss  of  fraternity  in  behalf 

of  the  French  nation,  which  we  returned  in 
behalf  of  our  society.  The  scene  was  truly 
interesting  to  everj  feeling  of  humanity, 
and  drew  tears  from  a  crowded  assembly. 
It  gave  rise  to  reflections,  which  can 
scarcely  be  conceived  by  men  in  any  other 
circumstance  of  life ;  it  was  the  reconcilia- 

tion of  brothers,  who  had  long  been  ex- 
cited to  a  mortal  enmity  by  misunder- 

standing and  mutual  im{X)sition.  The 
wounds  which  had  bled  for  ages  were 
closed  and  forgot,  while  the  voice  of  na- 

ture declared  tney  should  never  more  be 
opened.  The  president  pronounced  a  dis- 

course in  answer  to  our  address,  which  we 

likewise  eocloie. '^JoBL  Bam&ow. 

^  JOHV  FftOKT. 

<«  Paris,  t9lfa  Nov.,  ITM. 
**  To  the  8odety  for  Conslitiitioiial 

Information  in  LDodon.* 

«<  At  the  Bar  of  the  CoBvtntioDy  Ko- 
▼ember  98. 

*'  Citi»nt  of  France;— Wa  an  deputed 
from  the  Saddyfor  CamdkwiimMt  Jbtfanm 
turn  m  londba,  to  present  to  you  their  eon- 
gratuIatMmt  on  the  triinnpbi  of  liber^. 
This  todety  had  laboured  loog  in  the  canle, 
with  little  prospect  of  soooeae,  prevlont  to 
the  commencement  of  jrour  revohrtioo. 
Conceive  then  their  exulutions  of  gratHnde 
when  by  the  astonishin|;  eflbrts  of  your 
nation,  they  behold  the  reign  of  reason  ac- 

quiring an  extension  and  sohdity,  which 
promise  to  reward  the  labours  of  all  cood 
men,  by  securing  the  happiness  of  tneir fellow.creatures. 

**  Innumerable  societies  of  a  similar  na- 
ture are  now  forming  in  every  part  of  Eng- 

land, Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Thej  exdte 
a  spirit  of  universal  inquiry  into  the  com- 

plicated abuses  of  government,  and  the 
simple  means  of  reform. 

**  After  the  example  which  France  has 
given,  the  science  of  revolutions  will  be 
rendered  easv,  and  the  progress  of  ruason 
will  be  rapid.  It  would  not  be  strance,  if, 
in  a  period  far  short  of  what  we  should 
venture  to  predict,  addresses  of  felicitatk>n 
should  cross  the  seas  to  a  naitonal  eonven' 

tion  in  England." 
[Here  follows  the  address.] 

*'  We  are  also  commissioned  to  inform 
the  convention,  that  the  society  which  vre 
represent  has  sent  to  the  soldiers  of  Uberty 
a  patriotic  donation  of  one  thousand  pair 
or  shoes,  which  are  by  this  time  arrived  at 
Calais :  and  the  society  will  continue  send- 

ing a  thousand  pair  a  week  for  at  least  six 
weeks  to  come.  We  only  wish  to  know  to 
■whose  care  they  ought  to  be  addressed. '<JoEL  Baklow, 

^JoBN  Faoer. 

«Paris,Nov.  28th,  1792." 
"  The  President's  answer. 

<'  Brave  children  of  a  nation  which  has 
given  lustre  to  the  two  worids,  and  great 
examples  to  the  universe ;  you  have  ad- 

dressed us  with  something  more  than  gpod 
wishes,  since  the  condition  of  our  warriors 
has  excited  your  solicitude.  The  defenders 
of  our  liberty  will  one  day  be  the  sup- 

porters of  your  own.  You  command  our 
esteem,  you  will  accept  our  gratitude.  The 
sons  of  Tiberty  through  the  world  will  never 
forget  their  obligations  to  the  Englisb 
nation. 

'« The  sHades  of  Pym,  of  HamndaLaodof 
Sydney,  are  hovering  over  your  oem;  tad 

t 



Jhf  High  Treason* 

the  rnoinent  cannot  be  distant,  when  the 

people  of  France  will  offer  their  congratu- 
lations to  a  national  convrnlion  in  Enelanrj. 

Too  long  has  the  torch  of  discord  entfamed 
the  English  and  the  French;  while  tlic 
ambition  of  kings,  fomenting  national 
aversions,  compelled  them  to  foreel,  that 
nature  has  produced  none  but  broiners. 

**  Your  islands,  it  is  said,  were  aevered 
from  the  continent  by  a  great  convulsion 
of  the  globe;  but  liberty,  established  on 
the  two  shores  of  the  narrow  sea  which  di- 

vides us>  will  repair  the  breach,  and  restore 
tlie  two  nations  to  the  harmony  and  friend- 

ship Ibr  which  nature  has  designed  them. 
Kea^ion  has  begun  her  majestic  march  ; 
ahe  can  no  longer  be  resisted  in  her  course. 

"  Generous  republicans,  your  appearance 
in  this  place  will  tbrm  an  epoch  iu  the  his- 

tory of  mankind.  History  will  consecrate 
the  day  when,  firom  a  nation  long  regarded 
as  a  rival,  and  in  the  name  of  a  great  num- 

ber of  your  fellow-citizens,  you  appeared 
in  the  midst  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  France,  ana  she  will  not  forget 
to  recount,  that  our  hearts  expanded  at  the 
sight.  Tell  the  society  which  deputed  yow, 
ai)d  assure  your  fellow -citizens  iu  general, 
that  in  your  friends,  the  French,  you  have 
found  men/' 
Gentlemen,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 

ley  consider  the  language  in  w^hich  this  ad- 
ress  was  presented  to  the  National  Conven- 

m  of  France,  and  ihe  president's  answer,  as 
£iposition  of  the  address  itself,  and  as  a  com- 

ipon  it;  and  as  pointing  out  what  was 
_^   to  be  expressed  by  it.     Whether  they 
Tight  in  so  stating  it,  is  for  your  judgment; 

It  they  have  fair  ground  so  to  stale  it.  With 
rd  to  lliC  expressions  of  the  president  of 
National  Conventinn,  I  do  not  myself 

"think  that  much  prejudice  ought  to  arise  to those  who  presented  this  address,  from  the 
iguage  he  thought  fit  to  hold  ;  because  the 

)'  of  a  nation,  wishing  to  receive  such 
les  as  these  were,    might    dictate   to 

B  language  which  went  beyond  the  sen- 
Its  expressed  in   the  address;    and    it 
hardly  be  fairly  attributed  to  those  who 

:sentcd  the  address,  or  who  framed  it.     But 
the  language  of  the  person  who  presented  the 
address  is  quite  of  another  nature,  and  has  a 

'    ich  closer  application  to  the    senlimcnb 
iveyed  in  the  address  itself.    With  respect 
that  language,  without  making  a  particular 
jsen-ation,  I  will    only  restate   tnc  words 

Srhich  are  the  most  material. — 

^  After   the  example  which  France    has 
givciij  the  science  of  revolutions  will  be  ren- 
tiered  easy,  and  the  progress  of  reason  will 

^^^e  rapid  •  it  would  not  be  strange  if,  in  a  pe- 
^Hpod  tar  snort  of  what  wc  shall  venture  to  pre- 
^BSct,  addresses  of  felicitation  should  cross  the 

^^pm  to  a  national  convention  in  EuRland/* ^^9ow,  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  observed  upon 

"this  language,  that  the  National  Convention which  liie  author  of  that  senUment  rclerrcd 

aioai 
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to,  could  not  possibly  mean  a  convention  of 
ilelegatcs,  for  the  purpose  of  reforming  that 
hranch  of  the  constitution,   the  Common*^ 
House  of  Parlinment ;  and  I  shall  at  presenl 
make  no  other  comment  upon  it. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  is 

paper  tbund  at  Mr.    Home   Tookc's  he wluch  was  produced  by  Mr.  Thornton:  it 
in  French,  and  there  is  a  translation  of  it; 
is  a  letter  to  the  president  of  the  French  Coa^ 
vcntjon,  without  a  dale,  making  an  offer  .1 
four  thousand  livres,  to  be  apphed  to  the  war* 
And  there  is  a  particular  expression  in  tl 
letter  which  may  be  factious,  but  does  n< 
seem  to  point  directly  to  the  object  of  tt 
present  inquiry— it  is,  that  this  is  to  be  aj 
plied  to  enable  them  to  cany  on  the   warJ 
against  all  despot^,  even  if  the  despots  shouldl 

be  ot  the  country  of  Mr.  Home  'lookc,  wh^] sent  the  letter,    l  am  not  aware  that  there 

any  thing  more  in  that  letter  material,  if  ther 
IS,  it  may  be  read. 

They  then  produce  the  draft  of  a  letter  t»] 
Pelion,  which  is  proved  also  to  be  of  Mr,| 
Home  Tooke's  hand-writing,  and  to  have] 
been  found  in  hts  house :  the  answer  to  thai, 

letter  is  likewise  produced.  The  letter  rea-j 
pects  supplies  that  were  be  sent  for  the  usej 
of  the  French  army,  and  in  what  manner  they] 
might  be  most  safely  conveyed.  There  is^ 
one  expression  upon  which  observations  arise, 
and  it  did  not  strike  me  at  the  time  that  there 

were  more  than  one  ;  if  there  is  any  more,  if 
pointed  out,  the  letter  may  be  read ;  it 
where  it  speaks  of  being  of  use  to  the  com^ 
mon  cause  of  £ngland  and  of  France.  It 
rather  difficult  to  understand  how  £ng1andl| 
and  France,  in  the  situation  in  which  Francej 
then  was;  should  have  had  a  common  cause. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Constitutional  Society  upon  thai 

fourteenth  of  December,  1792,  when  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  in  the  chair,  A  letter  was 

received  from  the  Friends  of  liberty  and 
Equality  at  Laon  ;  that  letter  is  produced, 
bemg  found  upon  Adams.  There  was  also 
a  letter  upon  the  twenty-first  of  December 
from  another  place  in  France,  Macon ;  and 
upon  that  occasion  Mr.  Home  Tooke  and 
some  others  were  appointed  a  committee  for 
foreign  correspondence,  and  these  letters  were 
referred  to  them;  and  they  were  ordered  to 

keep  a  separate  book  of  their  correspondence. 

— ^Ttiat  letter  is  also  produced.  If  it  is  thought 
material,  these  letters  maybe  read;  but  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  were  any  an- 

swers sent  to  them ;  and  it  does  not  strike  me 
that  any  very  material  observations  arise  upori 
them.  Mr.  Attorney  General,  would  you 
wish  to  have  them  read  ? 

Mr  Solicitor  General. — Mr.  Attorney  Ge- 
neral is  not  in  court — it  is  his  wish  to  sub- 

mit entirely  to  your  lordship's  discretiun. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  £yr«.— The  next  du 

of  evidence  was  the  proceedings  of  the 
siitutional  Society  upon  the  fifth  of  October, 
1792— Mr.  Home  Tooke  present,  when  a  Ictr 
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ter  from  Joe)  Barlow  was  vead,  speaking  of  a 
ktter  which  he  had  written  to  the  conven- 

tion on  the  niluect  of  the  then  convtitntion 
df  France ;  he  presents  a  copy  of  that  letter 
to  the  Constitutional  Society;  and  there  are 
some  e]y>re88ion8  in  his  letter  which  may  de- 

serve consideration,  and  therefore  it  shall  \» 
read, 

^Gentlemen {—I  have  just  published  a 
small  treatise^  m  a  letter  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  on  the  defects  of 
Ihe  constitntkm  of  1791,  and  the  eitent  of 

.  the  amendments  which  oujj^t  to  ht  applied. 

'  As  the  true  Dnndples  oTj^vemment  are the  same  in  ul  countries.  bSng  founded  on 
ttie  Rights  of  Blai^  which  are  universal  and 

.  imprescriptible,  I  conceive  the  aul^ect  of 
this  treatise  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  great 
olgect  of  your  association,  of  which  you 

*  have  done  me  the  &vour  to  make  me  an 

'iKMDerai:;^  member;  I,  therefore,  present  a copy  of  It  to  vou,  with  the  same  ookifidence 
that  I  have  mm  to  the  National  Conven- 

'  tion,  a  confidence  arising  from  a  full  con- Tiction  that  the  worlc  is  founded  io  truth 
and  reason,  although  these  principles  seem 
not  so  immediately  reducible  to  practice  in 

.  the  government  of  tbb  country  as  in  that  of 
France,  yet  their  examination  can  never  be 
tittseasonable. 

*^  A  great  revolution  in  the  madagement 
'  of  the  aflurs  of  nations,  is,  doubtless,  soon 
to  be  expected  tbrouj^  all  Europe ;  and,  in 
the  profl;ress  of  mankind  towards  this  attain- 

ment. It  b  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the 
convictions  to  be  acquired  from  rational 
discussion,  should  precede  and  preclude 
those  which  must  result  from  physical  ex- 
ertion. 

«  Such  is  cert^nly  the  ardent  wish  of 
your  fiiend  and  adopted  brother. 

(Signed)  *'  Joel  Barzx)w.'' 
«<  London,  October  4, 179S." 
Mr.  Johnson  the  bookseller  proved  that  the 

printed  copy  of  Joel  Barlow's  letter  to  the If stional  Convention  of  France  was  printed 
Ij  him ;  he  prixluced  a  copy,  and  the  letter 
wtsread. 

[The  following  extracts  were  then  read 
firom  page  1,  to  the  middle  of  page  18.] 
— *«  Gcnueinen,  the  time  is  at  last  arrived when 

'  their  own 
liberty 

reason,  in  establishing  an  equal  govern- 
ment The  oresent  crisis  in  jour  a&irs, 

marked  by  tne  assembling  of^a  National 
-  Convention,  bears  nearly  the  same  relation 

to  the  last  four  years  of  your  history,  as  your 
whole  revolution  bears  to  the  great  accu- 

mulated mass  of  modem  improvement; 
compared,  therefore,  with  all  that  is  past,  it 
is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  eortion  of 
the  most  important  period  that  Europe  has 
hitherto  teen. 

**  tfnder  thit  impression,  and  with  the 

deepest  sense  of  the  owgnitude  of  thtf  «ib* 
ject  which  engages  jrour  attantioD,  Itafce  a 
liber^  which  no  slight  motives  codd  war- 

rant m  a  stranger,  the  liber^  of  oftfioK  a 
fow  observationa  on  the  btismeia  IhatSes 
before  you.  Could  laqppose^  however,  that 

any  apology  were  neceaaaij  for'  thia  latoo- sion,  I  should  notre^  vi(pon  the  one  Jwe 
jneationeiL  hut  mv  jntentkais  nquin  no 
miology;  I  demand  to  he  heard,  «amjti|iit 
Your  cMise  h  that  of  humaa  nattn  at 
huge;  youarelher^resentativeaitfmaii. 
kind;  and  though  I  am  iiterallv  «■•  of 
your  constituents,  yet  I  must  be  oound  hj 
your  decrees.  My  happiness  will  be  ae- 
rious^afiectedby  youraelib^rstiooa;  and 
in  them  I  have  an  inteies^  which  nothpf 
can  destroy.  I  not  only  consider  jJl  man. 
kind  as  fonnizu;  but  one  great  fiunilj,  and 
therefore  bound  by  •  natural  sympaUqrto 

regard  each  other's  bapnirytss  as  making nurt  of  their  own ;  but  I  oontemplale  the 
French  natbn  at  this  moment  as  atanding 
in  the  place  of  the  wholly  you  have  steppe! 
forward  with  a  gigantic  stride  tq  an  enter- 

prise which  involves  the  interest  of  evuy 
surroundiag  nation ;  and  what  you  bqpn 
asjustice  to  yourselveiL  you  are  called  upon 
to  finish  as  a  duty  to  the  human  race. 

"  I  believe  no  man  cherishes  a  greater 
veneration  than  I  have  uniformly  done,  fbr 
the  National  Assembly  who  framed  that 
constitution,  which  I  now  ^resmne  vour 
constituents  expect  you  to  revise.  Ptehaps 
the  merits  of  that  body  of  men  will  never 

be  properly  appreciated.  The  greatest 
part  of^  their  exertions  were  necessarily 
spent  on  objects  which  cannot  be  de- 

scribed ;  and  which  from  their  nature  can 
make  no  figure  in  history.  The  enormous 
weight  of  abuses  they  had  to  overturn,  the 
quantity  of  prejudice  with  which  their  func- tions called  them  to  contend,  as  wqjl  in 
their  own  minds  as  in  those  of  all  the  Eu- 

ropean world,  the  open  opposition  of  inte- 
rests, the  secret  weapons  of  corruptioii,  and 

the  unbridled  fury  of  despairing  faction— 
these  are  subjects  which  escape  our  com- 

mon observation,  when  we  contemplate 
the  labours  of  that  assembly.  But  the 
legacy  they  have  lef^  to  their  country  in 
their  deliberative  capacity  will  remam  a 
lasting  monument  to  their  praise:  and 
.though  while  searchinz  out  the  defective 
parts  of  their  work,  witnout  losing  sight  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  it  was  formed, 
we  may  find  more  occasion  to  admire  its 
wisdom,  than  to  murmur  at  its  faults ;  yet 
this  consideration  ought  not  to  deter  us 
from  the  attempt 

**  The  great  leading  principle  on  which 
their  constitution  was  meant  to  be  founded 
is,  the  eauality  of  rightt.  This  principle 
being  laia  down  with  such  clearness,  and 
asserted  with  so  much  dignity  in  the  be* 
^nning  of  the  code,  it  is  stranse  thai 
of  dear  understandings  shoula  ML  ti 

toba 
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^lamied  with  llic  beauty  of  ihe  system 
^hich  nature  must  have  taught  thcra  to 

iild    on    that  foundation.      It  shows  a 

^position    to  counteract  the  analog^'  of 
nature,  lo  see  thera  at  one  moment  impress- 
iog  this  indelible  piinctple  on  our  minds, 

^■p)  with  the  next  breath  declaring,  that 
^^phmce  shall  remain  a  monarchy,  thut  it 

shall  have  a   king,   l^ercdiLirj',  inviolable 
clothed  with  all  the  executive,  and  much 

the  legislative    power,    commander  in 
kief  of  ull  the  national  force  by  land  and 

having  the  initiative  of  war,  and  the 
sr  of  concluding  peace ;— and  above  alJ, 

hear  them  declare  that,  *  The  nation 
rill  provide   for    the    splendour  of  the 
throne/  granting  in  their  Icgisl&tivc  capa- 
"r  to  that  throne  more  than    a  milhon 
rling  A  year,  from  the  national  purse,  be- 

sides the  rents  of  estates  which  are  said  to 
amount  to  half  as  much  more. 

»*  We  must  be  astonished  at  the  para- 
doxical organization  of  the  minds  of  men 
1  s>ec  no  discordance  in  these  ideas, 
M  with  the  open  simplicity  of  a 
-public,  and  immediately  plunge 

II  the  labyrinths  of  royalty;  and  a 
_         part  of  the  constitutional  codt^  is  a 
pricticat  attempt  to  reconcile   these  two 
.discordant  theories.    It  is  a  perpetual  con- 

:t  between  prmciple  and  precedent — be- 
rcen  the  manly  truths  of  nature,  which 

all  roust  feel,  and  the  learned  subtilties 
statesmen  about  which  we   have  been 
ight  to  reason. 

"  In  reviewing  the  history  of  human  opi- lons,  it  is  an  unpleasant  consideration  to 
lark  how   slow  the  mind  has  always 
;n  in  seizing  the  most  interesting  truths; 
»ough,  when  discovered,  they  appear  to 

kve  Iwen  the  most  obvious.    This  remark 
DO  where  vcriticd  with  morccircurostanccs 
regret,    than  in  the  progress  of  your 
IS  in  France  relalive  to  the  inutility  of 
jaody  oflkc.      It  was  not  enough  that 

►ok  your  first  stand  upon  the  high 
of  natural  right ;    where,  enUght- 

by  the  sun  of  reason,  you  might  have 
the  clouds  of  prejudice  roll  far  beneath 

r4iur  feet,  it  waii  not  enough  that  you  began 

"  considering  royalty,  with  its  well  known as  bemg  the  cause  of  all  your  evils, 
It  the  kings  of  modern  Europe  are  tlie 
ilhors  of    war  and    miser)',    that    their 
lutual  intercourse  is  a  cottinierce  of  hu- 
tn  slaughter — that  public  debts  and  pri- 
tc  oppressions,   with  all  the   degrading 

flees  tli;il  tarnish  the  face  of  nature,  liad 
[1  a  in  that  species  of  government 

1  s  a  premium  for  wickedness,  and 
nchci  lUe  few  to  trample  on  the  many  ; 
was  not  enough  that  you  saw  the  means  of 

'Tion  of  mankind  in  the  system  of 
[t  ,  ts^  and  that  in  a   wctilthy  and 
iwti  '  t  possessed  the  advan- 
lg«  •  I  system  to  minirdiate 
iciU'    A>  -HI  rv  Miiple  to  iht  world,  and  a 
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consolation  to  human  nature.  All  theso 
arguments,  with  a  variety  of  others  which 
your  republican  orators  placed  in  the 
strongest  point  of  light,  were  inHufficienl  lo 
raise  the  public  mind  to  a  proper  view  of 
the  subject. 

**  It  seems  that  some  of  your  own  philo- 
sophers had  previously  taught,  that  royalty 

was  necessary  to  a  ereat  nation.  Monl«>- 
quieu,  among  his  wbirosical  maiims  about 
laws  and  government,  had  informed  the 
world  that  a  limited  monarchy  was  the 
best  possible  system,  and  that  a  democracy 
couldf  never  flourish  hut  in  a  small  tract  of 
country.  How  many  of  your  legislators 
believed  in  this  doctrme  ;  htrtv  many  actetl 
from  temporizing  motives,  wishing  to  banish 
royalty  by  slow  degrees ;  atid  how  many 
were  led  by  principles  less  pardonable  tlmn 
either,  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  Cer- 

tain it  is,  that  republican  ideas  giuncd  no 
ground  upon  the  monarchical  in  your  con- 

stituting assembly,  during  the  last  six 
months  of  their  deliberations.  It  is  like- 

wise certain,  that  the  majonlyof  that  aa- 
scmbly  took  much  pains  to  prevent  the 
people  from  discovering  the  cheat  of  royally, 
and  to  continue  their  ancient  vTneration,  ak 
least,  for  a  while,  in  favour  of  certain 
principles  in  government,  which  reason 
could  not  approve. 

"  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the  perfidy  of 
vour  kins,  at  the  time  of  his  flight,  sbotdd 
liave  haclso  little  effect  in  opening  the  eyes 
of  sn  enlightened  a  people  as  the  French. 
His  flight,  and  the  msulting  declaration 
which  nc  left  behind  him,  were  sutBcient 
not  only  to  give  the  lie  to  the  fiction,  with 
which  common  sense  has  always  been  put 
to  the  blush*  and  lo  which  your  assembly 
had  atlemptcd  to  ̂ ve  a  sanction.  That 
Kings  can  do  no  tfirong ;  but  they  were 
suflicient  to  show,  at  least  to  all  who  would 
open  their  eyes,  that  the  business  of  govern- 
ment  reuuired  no  such  officer.  There  is  no 

period,  ourfng  3*our  revolution  (if  there  i$ 
any  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  France), 
when  business  went  on  with  more  alacrity 
and  good  order,  than  during  the  suspension 
of  the  royal  functions,  in  the  interval,  from 
the  time  that  the  kinv;  was  brought  back  to 
the  capital  in  June,  till  the  completion  of 
the  constitution  in  September.  Erery  thing 
went  right  in  the  kingdom,  except  within 
the  walls  of  the  assembly.  A  majority  of 
that  body  was  determined  lo  make  an  ck-  , 
perimcni  of  a  limited  monarchy.  The  ex— 
periment  has  been  made.  Its  Juration  has, 
mdeed,  been  short,  being  less  than  eleven 
months  ;  but,  although  m  some  respect*  it 
has  been  almoH  as  fatal  to  the  cause  of  h* 

berty,  as  any  system  could  have  been  within 
the  time,  yet,  in  other  respct  ̂   Tone 
more  good  than  all  the  rcanji  i  the 
philosophers  of  the  age  could  nnvc  fione  m 
a  much  longer  time  :  ii  has  taught  them  & 

new  doctrine,  which  v\q  >ii.\jn\vwv^.t>  c^-^ 
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shake,  and  which  reason  must   confirm^ 

That  Kings  can  do  no  good," 

only  one  that  need  to  be  mentioned,  is  the 
chwce  of  its  being  held  by  a  weak  or  a 
wicked  roan.  When  the  office  is  hereditary, 
it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  but  that  this 
should  alwavs  be  the  case.  Considering  the 
birth  and  education  of  princes,  the  chance 
of  finding  one  with  practical  common  sense, 
is  hardly  to  be  reckoned  among  possible 
events;  nor  is  the  probability  less  strong 
against  their  having  virtue.  The  tempta- 

tions to  wickedness  arising  from  their  si- 
tuation, are  too  powerful  to  be  resisted. 

The  persuasive  arts  of  all  their  flatterers, 
the  companions  of  their  youth,  the  minis- 

ters of  their  pleasures,  and  every  person 
with  whom  they  ever  converse,  are  neces- 

sarily employed  to  induce  them  to  increase 
their  revenue,  by  oppressing  the  people, 
whom  they  are  taught  from  tneir  cradle,  to 
consider  as  beasts  of  burthen ;  and  what 
must  almost  insure  the  triumph  of  wicked- 

ness in  their  temoers,  is,  the  idea  that 
the^  act  totally  ana  for  ever  without  res- 
tramt.  This  is  an  allurement  to  vice,  that 
even  men  of  sense  could  scarcely  resist. 
Impress  it  on  the  mind  of  any  man,  that  he 
con  do  no  wrong,  and  he  will  soon  convince 
you  of  Your  mistake. 
"Take  this  general  summary  of  the 

evils  arising  from  hereditary  monarchy, 
under  any  restrictions  that  can  be  proposed, 
and  place  it  on  one  side  of  the  account,  and 
state,  on  the  other  side,  the  truth  which  I 
believe  no  man  of  reflection  will  hereafter 
call  in  question.  Thai  Kings  can  do  no  goodf 
and  the  friends  of  liberty  will  no  longer  be 
in  doubt  which  way  you  will  deci&  the 
question  relative  to  that  part  of  your  con- 
stitution. 

(Page  28  to  96)— <<  But  it  will  be  said,  I 
am  too  late,  with  all  these  observations,  on 
the  necessity  of  proscribing  ro^ralty  from 
your  constitution.  The  cause  is  already 
judged  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  people  of 
France :  and  their  wishes  will  surely  be  the 
rule  01  your  conduct.  I  suppose  that, 
without  being  reminded  of  your  duty  by  a 
stranger,  one  of  your  first  resolutions  would 
be,  to  fix  a  national  anathema  on  every 
vestige  of  regal  power,  and  endeavour  to 
wipe  out  from  the  human  character  the 
stain  which  it  received  with  its  veneration 
for  kings  and  hereditary  claims.  But  it 
requires  much  reflection,  to  be  well  aware 
to  what  extent  this  duty  should  carry  you. 
There  are  many  vices  in  your  constitution, 
which  thoughnotapparently  connected  with 
the  king,  had  their  origin  in  regal  ideas. 
Tojpuii^  the  whole  code  from  these  vices, 
ana  to  purgje  human  nature  from  their 
effects,  it  will  be  necessary  to  resort  to 
many  principles  which  appear  not  to  have 
struck  the  minds  oftiie  nrst  assembly. 

^*  You  will  permit  me  to  hint  at  some  of 
the  great  outlines  of  what  may  be  expected 
firom  you  under  the  peculiar  advantages 

with  which  you  meet-  to  form  a  glorious 
republic.  Although  many  of  my  ideas 
may  be  perfectly  superfluous,  beins  the 
same  as  will  occur  to  every  member  of  your 
body,  yet  it  is  possible  that  some  of  them 
may  strike  the  mind  in  a  new  point  of 
light,  and  lead  to  reflections  whicti  would 
not  rise  from  any  other  quarter.  Should 
this  be  the  case  in  the  smallest  degpree,  it 
ought  to  be  considered,  both  by  you  and 
me,  as  an  ample  reward  for  our  pains  in 
writing  and  in  reading  this  letter. 

''  On  considering  me  subject  of  govem- 
menty  when  the  mind  b  once  set  loose 
from  the  shackles  of  royalty,  it  finds  itself 
in  a  new  world :  it  rises  to  a  more  exten- 

sive view  of  every  curcumstance  of  the  so- 
cial state.  Human  nature  assumes  a  new 

and  more  elevated  shape,  and  displays 
many  moral  features,  which,  from  having 
been  always  disguised,  were  not  known  to 
exist  In  this  case,  it  is  a  long  time  before 
we  acquire  a  habit  of  tracing  effects  to  their 
proper  causes,  and  of  applying  the  easy 
and  simple  remedy  to  tnose  vices  of  our 
nature  wnich  society  requires  us  to  restrain. 
This,  I  apprehend,  is  the  source  of  by  hi 
the  greatest  difficulties  with  which  you 
have  to  contend.  We  are  so  much  used, 
in  government,  to  the  most  complicated 
systems,  as  being  necessary  to  support 
those  impositions,  without  which  it  has 
been  supposed  impossible  for  men  to  be 
governed,  that  it  is  an  unusual  task  to  con- 

ceive of  the  simplicity  to  which  the  busi- 
ness of  government  may  be  reduced,  and 

to  which  it  must  be  reduced,  if  we  would 
have  it  answer  the  purpose  of  promotiug 

happiness. 
"  After  proscribing  royalty  with  all  its 

appendages,  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  thought 
necessary  iu  France  to  support  any  other 
errors  and  superstitions  of  a  similar  com- 

plexion; but  that  undisguised  reason,  in  ail 
things,  will  be  preferred  to  the  cloak  of 
imposition.  Should  this  be  the  case,  you 
will  conceive  it  no  longer  necessary  to 
maintain  a  national  church.  This  establish- 

ment is  so  manifestly  an  imposition  upon 
the  judgment  of  mankind,  that  the  consti- 

tuting assembly  must  have  considered  it 
in  that  light.  It  is  one  of  those  monar- 

chical ideas,  which  pay  us  the  wretched 
compliment  of  supposing,  that  we  are  not 
capable  of  being  governed  by  our  own  rea- 

son. To  suppose  that  the  people  of  France 
are  to  learn  the  mode  of  worshipping  God 
from  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent, 
is  certainly  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  to  ap- 

peal to  such  a  council,  to  learn  how  to 
breathe,  or  to  open  their  eyes.  NeilJier  is 
it  truo)  as  is  argue<l  by  the  advocates  of  this 
part  of  your  constitution,  that  the  prefer- 

ence there  given  to  one  mode  of  wordup» 



iKe  jpa3*mcTM  of  the  Catholic  priests  from 
Uie  national  purse,  Ui  Uie  exclusion  of  others, 
WHS  foundeti  on  lUe  idea  of  the  property 
lupposed  to  have  been  possessed  by  that 
church,  and  which,  by  ijje  a-ssemhly,  was 
declared  to  be  thenceforward  the  property 
vf  the  nation. 

**  The  church,  in  this  sense  of  the  word, 

signifies  nothing  bwt  a  mode  a/'  icorship  ; 
and  to  prove  that  a  mode  can  be  a  pro- 

prietor of  lands,  requires  a  sublility  of  iogic 
I  shall  not  allcmpt  to  refute.  Tiie 

is,  tiie  church,  considered  as  an  hiirar- 
j,  was  aiwTiys  necessary  lo  the  support  of 

royalty ;  and  your  assembly,  with  great 
consistency  of  dcsigni  wishing  to  preserve 
something  of  the  old  fabric,  preserved 
something  of  this  necessary  prop.  But  as 
the  fabric  is  now  overturned,  the  prop  may 
be  safely  taken  away,  I  am  confident  that 
monarchy  and  hierarchy  will  be  buried 
in  the  same  grave,  and  that  in  France 

they  will  not  survive  the  present  year  *' 
(Page  31,)— "  After  laymg  down  the  great 

fiindamenial  principle,  ihut  alt  men  are 
t^ual  in  their  rights^  it  ou^ht  to  be  the  in- 

variable object  of  the  social  compact  to  in> 
sure  the  exercise  of  that  equality,  by  ren- 

dering them  as  equal  in  all  sorts  of  enjoy- 
ments, as  can  possibly  be  consistent  with 

good  order,  mdustry,  and  the  reward  of 
merit.  Every  individual  ought  lo  be  ren- 

dered as  trtif^^en<icn^  of  every  other  indivi- 
dual as  possible;  and,  at  the  same  lime 

zs  dependent  as  possible  on  the  wlwle  com^ 
munity. 

'^On  Ibis  undeniable  maxim,  I  think 
the  following  po*.llions  ought  to  be  founded 
aod    guarantCL*d     in     tlie     constitutional 

code;"'^   tJpHoa  the  twelAb  of  October,  1792,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  Mr. 

Home  Tooke  being  present  Mr.  Barlow's 
letter  was  read;  and  it  was  resolved, — 

•*  That  Mr,  Sturch  be  requested  to  draw 
up  an  answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bar- 

low read  at  the  last  meeting,  expressing  how 

xaucli  pride  this  society'  feel  at  having  elected 
him  an  honorary  member/^ 

Upon  the  nmeteenth  of  October,  1799,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  society,  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
l»eing  in  the  chair,  an  answer  to  Joel  Bar- 

low's letter  was  read,  and  approved  of,  and 
the  answer  was  entered.— That  answer  will 
Wrcad. 

**  Sir ; — ^^our  manly  and  enereetic  address 
to  the  National  Convention  in  Prance,  hav- 

ing been  received  by  the  Society  for  Con- 
sUtutioaal  Information,  and  read  at  their 
last  meeting,  they  cannot  hesitate  to  return 
you  their  unanimous  thanks  for  so  valuable 
a  present,  and  to  express  in  the  warmest 
terms  their  hearty  approbation  of  its  spirit 
and  tendency :  your  little  treatise,  by  cxhi- 
llitiog  the  most  important  political  tntths 
in  a  new  and  striking  point  ol  view,  is,  m 
their  opinion,  happily  calculated  to  inlgrm 
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the  inquirinc  mind|  and  to  inspire  an  ar- 
dent and  enlightened  zeal  for  the  freedom 

and  happiness  of  mankind.  In  tliis  opi- 
nion, they  donbi  not,  the  public  voice  will 

concur,  when  the  pamphlet  shall  have  ob- 
tained that  eeneral  circulation  to  which  its 

merits  entitle  it, 

«  It  is  with  reason  that  you  think  the 
snbject  of  yonr  book  not  foreign  to  the 
^reat  object  of  the  society,  which  has  inva- 

riably been,  to  lead  their  countrymen  to 
tliink  tor  themselves  on  the  momentous 
subject  of  government,  and  thus  to  proiluce 
an  universal  and  practical  couvicttunof  one 
great  truth,  that  without  a  real  rcprcsenUk- 
tion  of  the  people,  frequently  renewed,  there 
can  be  no  effectual  check  to  thit  ̂ Vhlem  of 

corruption,  by  which  the  public  treasure  is 
iquamlered ;  no  ̂ rcurity  for  that  p<irtion  of 
{Jbcrtv  which  we  shidl  enjoy,  n^r  uuy  ra- 
tiornif  hope  that  goverumeni  will  be  con- 

ducted with  a  view  to  its  only  proper  object 
the  happiness  of  tlie  many,  and  not  lbs 
interest  of  the  tew. 

"  The  ̂ ociety  observe,  with  Jjenrt-fclt  sa^- 

lisfaction,  that  u\  the  present  great  crisis  oi* human  affairs  while  soirve  wnlei  .id 
even  in  this  country,  who  opei  ii\ 

what  they  call  the  •  cau.sc  ol  kin-^  lu  m|jjh>- 
sition  to  the  cause  of  the  pedple,  whom 

they  impudently  term  the  '  swmtsh  nudti- 
*  tude ;'  there  arc  not  wanting  on  the  other 
hand,  men  of  the  first  character  and  ability 
who  nobly  vindicate  the  rights  of  man,  and 
they  trui^t,  that  your  excellent  writings  in 
general,  and  the  letter  to  the  Convention  of 
France  in  particular,  will  be  eminently  cod> 
ducivc  to  the  success  and  final  triumph  of 

that  cause,  which  you  justly  style  *the 
*  moat  dorious  that  ever  engaged  tbeatten- 
'  tion  o?  mankind.' 

'•  Joel  Barlow,  esq/' 
Gentlemen,  this  closes  the  correspondence 

between  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Loudon  Consti- 

tutional Society,  and  it  w*dl  be  proper  just 
to  point  out  to  you  what  use  is  made  of  it  oa 
the  part  of  the  prosecution.  Joel  Barlow 
writes  a  letter  to  the  National  Convention  of 

France  upon  the  subject  of  their  having  re- 
tained in  the  constitution  that  tlicy  had 

settled,  the  kingly  ol^ce:  he  is,  in  oploion, 
averse  to  that,  and  endeavours  to  convince 

them  that  the  kingly  ofl^cc  ought  not  to  be  re- 
tained in  their  constitution.  He  transmits 

thb  letter  to  the  London  Constitutional  So- 

cicly,  and  points  it  out  to  them  as  that  which, 
though  not  immediately  reducible  to  practice 
in  England  as  in  France,  yet  would  not  be 
foreign  to  the  objects  of  that  society.  It  goes 
on  to  state,  that  great  revolutions  are  to  be  ex- 

pected ;  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  the  senti- 
ments of  Barlow,  from  that  letter  and  that 

book,  are  to  be  collected,  certainly  it  is  to 

be  collected  tliat  Barlow  thought  that  his  let- 
ter would  have  aa  application  m  this  country, 

with  a  %*icw  to  a  revolution  to  be  expected 
here.     It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  Mr.  Bar- 
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^ow'fl  sentiment?  <re  not  to  b«  iropulaUe  to 
«iij  body  be  e,  nierelv  fifomthe  ebcumstaiHseof 
-fais  having  thoug^bt  nt  to  comnranicate  them; 
tod,  therefore,  m  order  to  discover  the  true 
bearing  of  the  evidence,  you  mint  see  bow 
BarlofTs  letter  is  recdved,  and  what  ooiidu- 
aions  arise  from  the  maimer  m  which  Bar- 

low's letter  is  received. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  in  the  Gon- 

irtitntional  Socte^^they  immedialbly  able  the 
pride  thiey  have  in  recollecting  that  he  was  an 
jKmorary  member  of  the  society  (for  he  had 
tieen  admitted  an  honorarv  membo*  before  be 
transmittedthat  letter^LaDOthen  they  votea  for- 

mal answer  to  Mr.  Jom  Barlow.  And  the  tan- 
gm^  of  that  answer,  certainly,  deserves  some  . 
notice,  and  does  afibrd  some  obaenration;  forj 
the  answer,  after  thanking  him  very  warmly 
Arthe  work,  and  approving  of  its  spirit  and 
of  its  tendency  (yon  see  it  goes  bqrond  the 
immediate  appiioation  of  it  to  the  affiurs  of 
f^rance)  goes  on  thus—"  It  u  with  reason 
that  you  think  the  subject  of  your  book  not 
forekn  to  the  great  olject  or  the  society, 
whifmfaastnvariably  been  to  lead  their  coun- 

trymen to  think  for  themselves  on  the  mo- 
mentous subject  of  Bovemmenty  and  tiius  to 

fvoduce  an  universal  and  t>ractical  oonvictioa 
of  one  great  truth,  that  without  a  real  repre- 

sentation of  the  people,  frequently  renewed, 
there  can  be  no  eflectual  check  to  that  system 
bf  corruption  by  which  the  public  treasure  is 
squandered— no  securitv  for  that  portion  of 
Nbeftv  which  we  should  enjoy— nor  any  ra- 
fionaf  hope  that  the  government  will  be  con- 

ducted with  a  view  to  its  onlv  proper  object 
the  happiness  of  the  many,  and  not  the  inter- 

est of  the  few." 
Now  the  question  is,  whether  Uif  observa- 

tion which  is  made  upon  this  passage  is  a  just 
one :  when  they  acknowledge  that  Mr.  Bar- 

low's letter,  recommending  the  taking  mo- 
narchy out  of  the  constitution  of  France,  had  a 

material  connexion  with  their  Object,  and  af- 
terwards explained  that  object  to  be  that  they 

desire  that  the  subjects  should  think  for  them- 
selves on  the  momentous  subject  of  govern- 

ment **  thus  to  produce  an  universal  ]^actical 
conviction  of  one  great  truth,  that  without  a 
real  representation  of  the  people,  frequently 
renewed,  there  can  be  no  effectual  check  to 
that  system  of  corruption,''  and  so  on.  It  is 
]Mit  to  you  to  consider,  whether  this  approba- 

tion Inds  to  that  conclusion ;  unless  you  un- 
dertand  that  conclusion  to  mean  a  real  repre- 
aentation  of  the  pNSople,  without  a  monarchy. 
You  see  the  question  is,  whether  the  construc- 

tion that  is  put  upon  that  letter  in  that  way  is 
justly  put  or  no ;  or  whether  the  whole  tesuh 
of  this  correspondence  means  no  more  than 
that  they  thanked  him  for  a  book  in  whidi 
the  sulyect  of  government  is  largely  discussed 
with  a  view  to  the  single  purpose  of  impres- 

sing upon  the  minds  of  the  people  tiie  neces- 
sity of  a  reform  in  the  representation  in  the 

Commons  House  of  PftrHament  There  are 

in  the  account-books  some  dafgea  for  pub- 
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Bailoir,  tndtb* Ibhing  this  letter  of  Mr. 
thanks  of  this  sodMr. 

Maclean  then  prodnced  a  paper 
Adams,  which  is  a  latter  to  Adams  ftoni 
Held,  dated  the  fiftseath  of  October  ir9t, 
dgned— *«  The  Editott  of  the  ttxxk^^  It  li  a 
very  long  letter.  Itooinplatnsof  noaaswerllaT- 
ing^  been  sent,  wh«n  they  applied  to  tho  Consti- 

tutional Socioty  before;  and  it  goes  into  a 
very  fong  detail  of  the  meat  proper  methodsof 
what  they  call  eoligfatenhig  the  minds  •f  tiie 
people.  It  propoBes  that  reason  shoidd  bo 
the  Generalissimo^  but  that  reason  shoidd  be 

-aeconded  by  a  proper  art;  and  this  proyarart 
is  'explained  to  he,— finding  proper  pc 
towns,  who  should  ge  round  into  the 
and  should  there  instil  into  the  mmds 

people  those  principles  whidi  it  was  fit  shddU 
be  inculcated  upon  them.  Aqd  thtto  ia  a 
Umg  detail  of  the  methods  by  which  an  itpo- 
rant  farmer  might  be  influenced— by  whin  a 
tradesman  knight  be  influenced— by  wUcb 
any  countryman  might  be  influenced,  and  might 
Sui^e  his  mind  enlightened.  I  do  not  think 
myself  that  it  is  quite  necessary  to  do  more 
than  to  state  so  much  of  the  letter,  and  to  le- 
mark  upon  it  that,  undoubtedly,  this  sort  of 
industnr  must  have  a  very  considerable  eftct 
llpon  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  must  be 
otftremely  capahle  of  doiijg  either  a  great  deal 
of  good  or  a  great  deal  ofharm,  according  to 
the  subject  matter  of  the  instructions  which 
t^oee  persons  were  to  have  instilled  into  them, 
in  such  a  course  as  is  pointed  out  by  this  editor 
of  the  Patriot. 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  ninth  of  November, 
1792,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety, Mr.  Home  Tooke  being  present,  a  letter 
by  way  of  answer  to  this  editor  of  the  Patriot 
was  agreed  upon ;  this  letter  was  produced  by 
Maclean,  who  said  he  found  it  at  Adams's,  and 
it  \h  proved  by  Mr.  Woodfali  to  have  some 
words  in  it  interlined  in  Mr.  Home  Tooke*s 
hand.  There  are  passages  in  it  which  it  will 
be  necessary  should  be  read,  one  in  particular 
on  which  a  great  deal  of  observation  has 
arisen. 

"  Gentlemen ;— The  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information  have  been  favoured 

with  two  letters  bearing  the  signature  of 
the  editors  of  the  Patriot.  The  firstof  these 
letters,  dated  June  11th,  related  particulars 
concerning  the  publication  called  the  Patriot 
accompanied  by  some  of  the  first  numbers. 
It  required  our  opinion,  and  our  pubfic  ap- 

probation of  the  work,  with  hints  for  its 
continuance.  It  likewise  narrated  several 
interesting  particulars,  relative  to  the 
friends  and  foes  of  liberty,  their  various  ha- 

bits and  propensities,  and  added  coniectiires 
on  the  means  by  which  those  habi^  and 

propensities  might  be  turned  to  the  advan- 
tage of  freedom. 

**  The  second  letter,  dated  October  15, 
consist^  of  a  complaint  of  neglect  on  the 
part  of  our  society,  a  farther  stataoMMl  of 
laets  similar  to  those  contained  m  tfai  list 



for  Htgh  Trenton, 

Vnlf^aii  ftccotjnt  including  letters  of 
the  pruceedin^  of  a  society  at  Stockport 

*•  All  the&e letlers  have  been  read  by  the 
flOdety  for  Constitutional  Information ;  and 
the  manly  spirit  in  which  they  were  con- 

ceived, I  heir  honest  zeal,  and  the  love  of 
freedom  by  which  their  authors  were  ani- 
maied,  were  highly  grateful  to  that  society. 
ll  was  no  feeling  ot  superiority,  no  inleo* 
tional  disrespect,  and  assuredly  no  wilful 
mark  of  insult,  that  oc«isioned  the  silence 
of  the  society.  VVc  were  re<^uired  toper- 
form  thai  of  which  we  were  incapable ;  to 
pass  judemc-nt  on  a  publication  which  none 
of  us  had  read,  and  to  correspond  with  per- 
fOQs  in  the  dark,  who  had  not  thought  fit 
(far  nsaMos  which  they  no  doubt  held  to  be 
prudent)  to  trust  us  with  their  names. 
What  could  be  done?  We  admired  both 
the  talents  and  the  intention  of  our  cor- 

respondents (or  correspondent);  but  we  are 
aimpfte,  honest  men,  wanting  the  priestly 
gifl  of  intuition,  and  could  nut  predicate 
good  or  ill  of  that,  of  which,  not  havine 
read,  we  could  have  do  knowledge.  Several 
.weeks  passed  away,  and  still  the  members 
could  give  no  opinion  of  the  Patriot ;  for 
men  must  individually  act  by  their  own 
judgments ;  it  is  the  very  essence  of  free- 

dom that  they  should  be  left  thus  to  act ; 
they  will  reati  the  book  first  that  happens 
most  to  attract  their  notice :  and  you  gcn- 
tlemen,  are  too  hberaJ  too  Just,  and  too 
niAiily,  to  require  them  to  approve  what 
they  had  not  read,  however  deserving  they 
might  suspect  it  to  be  of  approbation.  Of 
tiie  purport^  however,  of  your  undertaking, 
the  ardour  with  which  itis  conceived*  and 
the  perseverance  with  which  it  appears  to 
be  Dursued,  the  society  finds  no  hesitation 
to  ooth  approving  and  applauding  most 
fsealously. 

**  You  candidly  ask  the  society  for  hints; 
but  the  detail  of  your  letters  convinces  us 
you  are  yourselves  proficients.  Honest  men, 
however,  advise,  asked  or  not  asked,  when- 

ever they  imagine  that  by  advising  they 
can  do  good.  Perhaps,  genttenien,  you  may 
have  reid  and  remembered  a  publication^  by 
the  late  father  of  his  country',  Dr.  Franklin, 
called  poor  Robin's  atmanack ;  in  which, 
with  characteristic  simplicity  of  language, 
he  descended  to  the  feehngs.,  wants  and 
understandings  of  the  lower  order,  and  in 
proverbial,  jocular  wisdom,  conveyed  truths 
to  them  of  the  highest  importance,  truths 
that  prepared  them  for  the  sublime  efibrts 
to  which  they  were  soon  to  be  roused ; 
truths  that  led  them  onward  to  the 
avenues  of  freedom,  white  their  sight  was 
too  feeble  to  endure  the  splendour  of  the 
temple  itself.  A  certain  number  of  such 
proverbial  axioraH,  which  men  of  your  ge- 

nius would  easdv  invent,  arranged  at  the 
bcginmne  or  end  of  each  of  your  publican 
tioos,  and  appealing  to  the  real  wants,  griev- 
aocesi  and  ancctioos  of  the  people,  of  which 
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you  appear  to  be  perfectly  masters,  could 
not  fail  of  producing  an  effect. 

**  We  rejoice  with  you  in  the  increase  of 
the  members  and  societies  of  freedom ;  our 
bosomsgbw  with  the  same  sentiments.  Wc 
arc  brothers  in  aftection  with  you,  with  the 
freemen  of  Sheffield,  of  Stockport,  and  of 
the  whole  world.  Freedom,  tbouch  an  in- 

fant, makes  herculean  efforts;  and  the  vi- 
pers, aristocracy,  and  monarchy  arc  panting 

and  writhing  under  its  grasp.  May  suc- 
cess, peace  and  happiness  attend  those  ef- forts. 

**  Permit  us  to  add,  that  the  Socie^  for 
Constitutional  information  will  gladly  re- 

ceive or  communicate  intelligences,  and  for 
that  purpose  be  happy  to  correspond  either 
with  other  societies  or  with  individuals,  that 
make  the  great  and  common  cause  of  an 
equal  and  real  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  and  the  other  grand  objects 
of  freedom,  their  end»  Information  on  such 
subjects  wilt,  to  this  ifoctety,  at  all  times 

be  peculiarly  acceptable  and  gratifying." 
Gentlemen,  that  which  you  are  desired  on 

the  part  of  tlie  prosecution,  to  attend  to  In 
this  letter,  is  that  extraordinary'  passage — 
'*  Freedom,  though  an  infant,  makes  herculean 
efforts,  and  the  vipers  monarchy  and  aristo- 

cracy are  panting  and  writhing  under  its  grasp. 
May  success,  peace,  and  happiness  attend  its 
efforts."    The  words  need  no  comment,  but 
the  date  may  perhaps  be  fit  for  you  to  attend 
to.    Tiiis  ootnes  from  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety, and  it  is  a  letter  with  which  Mr,  Home 
Tooke  is  proved  to  have  had  a  particular  con- 

nexion, having  interlined  parts  of  it,  written 
upon  the  ninth  of  November,  very  soon  after 
that  transaction  with  the  National  Conveu- 
tion  of  France ;    it  is  at  this  period  that  mo- 

narchy and  aristocracy  are  treated  of  in  this 
country  (for  it  is  in  a  letter  to  a  subject  of  this 
country,  upon  matters  respecting  this  coun-- 
try)  as  vipers  writhing  and  panting  imder  the 
Herculean  efforts  of  freedom. 

Gentlemen,  tlte  next  paper  was  produced 

by  Lauzun,  which,*  he  says,  he  found  upon 
llardy  ;  it  is  a  letter  from  Stockport,  received 

upon*  the  'iJXh  of  September,  and  answered upon  the  elevenlh  of  October.  That  letter 
and  the  answer  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary 
to  read  to  you. 

**  Dear  sir; — In  obedience  to  the  wish^ 
of  the  society  here,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  letter 
and  the  packet  which  the  kindness  of  our 
brothers  of  the  London  Corresponding  So- 

ciety so  opportunely  presented  us  with. 
'*  It  is  doubly  deserving  our  thanks,  as 

it  shows  your  kindness,  and  as  it  will  be 
useful  in  the  formation  of  our  infant  so* 
ciety.  We  stand  much  in  need  of  your  ex- 

perience in  this  particular,  and  we  doubt 
not  of  your  best  as^sistance.  We  are  sur- 
itiunded  by  a  majority,  a  formidable  one 
indeed,  in  power,  abilities,  and  numbeis  j 
but  we  ar&  nol  dismayed* 
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"  We  have  carefully  perused  the  ad- 
^res^j,  and  I  am  to  ob&erve  on  their  con- 
teats  in  general,  that  the  scntimenls  hardiy 
lise  to  that  height  which  we  expect  from 
men  sensible  of  their  full  claim g  to  abso- 

lute and  unconlroUable  liberty,  i,  e.  tmac- 
^untable  to  any  |]ower  which  they  have 
not  immediately  constituted  and  appointed. 

*'  The!ie  are  our  sentiments,  whatever 
may  be  yours,  thoueh  in  the  present  state 
of  political  knowledge  il  may  be  prudent 
uot  to  avow  them  openly.  We  desjre  your 
sentiments  on  the  means  of  accomplisning 
}hat  object  which  we  presume  you  have  in 
wiew  in  common  with  us.  We  think  il  ex- 

pedient that  we  should  perfectly  under- 
stand each  other  in  the  beginning,  le^it  the 

appearance  of  disunion  might  furnish  mat- 
ter of  triumph  to  our  enemies.  We  ob- 

serve one  expression,  which  says,  *  Nume- 
*  rous  oLticr  reforms  would  uodoubtedly  take 
'  pbce,  &c.  &c/  But  we  ask  how  is  that 
|jar] lament  to  be  chosen  F  Can  we  expec^t 
It  from  the  present  order  of  things  ?  WouJd 
not  ah  the  evil  he  done  away  at  once  by 
the  people  as^nibled  to  convention  ?  Does 
It  appear  piobable  that  the  odious  laws 
which  we  com  plain  of  will  be  abolished  any 

-  other  way?  Can  the  crievanccs  arising 
.  from    aristocracy  be   redresaed  while  the 
,  .—    retains  its  present  authority  in 
the  Jegislalurc  ?  Is  the  universal  right  of 

ever  to  be  attained  whne  the 
maiDtain  Ibek   seat    on   the 

conscience 

B     — ? 

**  Your  thoughts  on  these  knportaut 
points  we  most  earnestly  desire  may  be 
transmitted  to  us  as  soon  as  possible ;  not 
directed  as  the  last,  we  fear  it  will  ejtcite 
jtuspicion^  Direct  to  Mr,  Joseph  Heamer^ 
Petty  Carr,  Stockport,  who  is  chairman, 
^occas  ion  ally  in  the  altsence  of  N,  Hibbcrt, 
who  residci^  too  far  from  hence  to  be  at 

liand  oa  emergencies. — Vour's,  &c, **  P»  W,  FftOST/' 

Addressed,  "Mr.  Thomas  Hardy, 
boot    and   shoemaker,   near 

Piccadilly." 
Indorsed,  '*  rec.  snh  of  Sept  1702. 
**  Ans,  11th  of  Oct.  and  sent  a  copy  of  the 

address." 
"  The  Friends  of  Universal  Peace  and  of 

]the  Rights  of  Man  Society* 

^  ^  Mr*  Jose|ih  Ilcaraer. 
«  Loruimf  lUh  Oa.  1792. 

"  Sir ;  —  With  infinite  satisfaction  the 
Ix^ndoQ  Conesponding  Society ̂ a  committee 
pemsed  your  letter;  they  are  happy  to 
learn  your  steady  determination,  spite  of  all 
obstacles,  to  pursue  that  sole  means  of  po> 
litieal  felicity  a  perfect  representation  of 
^le  people, 

*'  With  regajd  to  our  publications,  our 
*eutinients  are  expressed  in  as  strong  terms 
fts  prudence  will  pcfimt;  yet  plaia  eiuyfh 

we  imagine  to  convince  the  pubhc,  that 
while  we  expect  every  tiling  from  an  honest 
and  an  annual  parliament,  nothing  short  of 
«uch  a  senate  chosen  by  the  whole  nation 
will  satisfy  us. 

"  True  generosity^  the  characteristic  of 
this  nation,  and  of  ail  uupcrverled  men 
tbroughuut  the  globe,  calling  upon  us  to 
countenance,  at  this  juncture,  the  arduous 
struggle  of  the  French  nation  against  des^ 
notism  and  aristocracy,  these  uies  to  the 
liumnn  race,  we  have  resolved  upon  ad- 

dressing the  French  National  Convention. 
**  Without  entering  into  the  probable 

eflTecis  of  such  a  measure,  effects  which 

your  society  will  not  fad  to  discover,  wc 
invite  you  to  join  us,  and  to  thai  end  here- 

with you  have  a  copy  of  our  intended  ad- 
dress ;  if  you  approve  the  idea,  and  will 

concur  in  sending  it,  be  pleased  to  fe- 
tum  us,  without  delay,  a  copy  signed  by 
your  president  and  secretary,  or  by  the 
delegates,  stating  eacli  fur  how  many  per- 
SOQS  he  signs,  we  will  then  associate  your 
body  with  ours,  and  with  Mime  others  who 
have  already  as&entcd  to  the  measure.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  you  disapprove  that  mark 
of  zeal  towards  the  only  nation  thai  hm 
hitherto  undertaken  to  restore  to  mankind 
its  just  rights,  please  to  communicate  to  us 
your  objections.— I  am,  sir,  for  the  com* 
mifctee  of  dekgaics,  your's,  &c. 

^*  M.  M,  ch,** 
Gentlemen,  il  has  an  inconvenient  eflect 

with  respect  to  the  observations  that  are  to  be 
made  upon  this  evidence  as  we  go  alone, 
that  yon  have  it  Dot  laid  be  to  re  you,  exactly 
in  chro»ol<igical  order.  You  see  this  is  a 
correspondence  in  the  month  of  October,  and, 
in  truth,  hcrore  the  addresses  to  the  National 
Convention  oF  France  had  been  resolved 
upon.  Tile  answer  alludes  to  the  addresses 
as  a  thing  intended,  and  that  had  not  then 
actually  taken  place;  if  the  papers  had  been 
read  in  the  order  in  which  the  traossactions 

passed,  wc  should  be  able  to  understand  it better.  Il  is  observed  that  this  is  a  letter 

from  the  society  at  Stockport,  very  far  in- 
deed advanced  in  republican  pnnciples,  from 

the  plain  tenor  of  their  letter ;  calhng  upon 
tins  society  to  know  what  it  was  that  they 
really  intended,  and  whether  they  meant  to 
go  on,  and  suggesting  pretty  strongly  that 
they  could  not  go  on  with  a  bouse  of  lords, 
or  with  the  bishops,  desiring  to  know  what 
it  wa^  they  intended  to  do,  and,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  for  the  5rat  time  distinctly  proposing 
this  idea  of  a  convention  in  England,  that  the 
evil  was  to  be  done  away  at  once  by  the  peo- 

ple assembled  in  conventioh. 
This  society,  thus  called  upon,  had  various 

opportunities  of  explaining  their  conduct,  to 
a  way  that  could  not  possibly  be  misunder' 
stood  ;  that  every  body  might  know  whAt  it 
was  that  they  really  aimed  aU  You  o^ 
that  the  lelier  iu  answer  (after  General 

tm)  proceeds  m  fgilows-^"  Willi  ie§ 



u      re* 

,/&r  ftigTi  Treaion* 

OUT  publications,  ourscntimenlsareexpref^sed 
ill  as  strong  terms  as  prudence  will  permit, 
yd  plain  enough,  wc  imagine,  to  convince 
the  ptiblic,  tKat  while  we  expect  every  thing 
from  an  honest  unt)  an  annual  parliament, 
uolhiug  short  of  such  a  senate,  chosen  by  the 
whole  nation,  will  satisfy  us," 

As  fir  AS  prudence  will  permit,— why  did 
not  prudence  permit  them  to  speiik  out  more 
exphcilly,  if  they  meant  fairly  and  honestly 
to  the  country  ?  They  say  they  sneak  plain 
enough  to  convince  the  public^  tnat  whilst 
they  expect  every  thing  trom  an  honest  and 
an  annual  parliament,  nothing  short  of  ̂ uch  a 
senate,  chosen  by  the  whole  nation,  will  sa- 

tisfy them, 
I  have  professed  myself^  during  the  whole 

course  of  this  inquiry,  very  nnwilRng  to  hold 
people  to  mere  expressions.  If  one  was  to 
jMlt  a  strict  constmction  upon  this  expression, 
U  amounts  to  this,  that  nothing  will  satisfy 
them  but  a  senate  chosen  by  the  whole  na- 

tion a  senate  chosen  by  the  whole  nation 
includes  the  whole  parliament,  and  yet 
possibly  that  might  not  he  the  intention;  if 
It  was  not  the  intention,  it  was  very  un^ard- 
edly  expressed.  Then  they  notify  their  in- 
teDtion  to  make  this  address  to  the  National 
Convention,  and  then  there  are  these  extra- 

ordinary  words—**  Without  entering  into  the 
probable  effects  of  such  a  measure,  eflfects 

which  your  society  will  not  fail  to  discover, 
we  invite  you  to  join  us,  and  to  that  end 
herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  our  intended  ad- 

dress/' What  could  be  the  efl'ects  of  that 
neasure  which  that  society  was  to  discover 
nsfMctinj^  an  application  in  any  course  that 
could  bo  imagined  to  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliaiiieut — what  eAect  could  an  application 
to  the  National  Conveniiun  in  1  r<ince  have 

upon  such  a  measure  ?  if  you  arc  to  under- 
stand that  this  is  not  what  they  meant,  but 

that  they  meant  to  establish  what  was  before 
expressed,  a  full  and  entire  senate,  chosen  by 
the  people,  then  the  effect  of  an  address  to 
the  National  Convention  of  France,  might 
be  a  thing  of  considerable  consequence,  and 

might  be  that  eft'ect  which  those  persons, with  the  sentiments  which  they  entertained, 
might  discover.  These  are  observations  that 
Aq  certainly  arise  upon  this  letter,  and  upon 
the  answer  to  it. 

Gentlemen,  these  two  letters  having  been 
read,  they  next  read  a  letter  from  Norwich, 

'the  eleventh  of  November,  1792,  and  the 
ft  of  an  answer  to  that  letter,  dated  upon 

the  twenty-sixth,  and  referring  to  that  letter 
of  the  eleventh.  I  believe  it  will  be  neces- 

sary that  this  letter,  and  the  answer,  should 
be  read. 

•*  JVbmtVA,  Nev.  1 1  rA,  1793. 

*•  Mr.  Secretary : — Sir,  We  the  society 
for  Political  Information,  are  desirous  of 
liolding  and  strenuously  supporting  the 
noble  sentiments  which  you  so  lately  and 

friendly  dispersed  amon^us;  and,  as  we 
auniire  your  well  adtipted  pliio  ior 

a  reformation  in  the  state,  permit  ws,  with 
the  utmo5<t  deference  to  your  worthy 
society,  to  participate  with  you  in  all  your 
great  national  correspondence,  which  your 
very  name  promises  lo  maintain ;  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  it  is  humbly  desired 
by  the  society  which  1  have  the  liappinc»s 
to  represent,  to  incorporate  three  members 
with  your  worthy  fraternity;  in  doing 
which^  I  shall  here  inform  you  of  their 
names  and  residence,  which  are  as  follows; 

Mr.  laaac  Saint,  at  the  Weaver's  Arms,  St. 
Auguatins,  Norwich ;  Mr.  Anthony  Cadde- 
would,  cordwaincr,  near  the  Globe, ditto; 
George  Knapp,  near  ditto.  Our  principal 
design,  sir,  in  doinc;  this,  is,  that  we  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  more 
exactly  what  may  be  thought  the  most 

clij^ibl'e  steps  to  be  taken  in  carrying  on this  great  business  of  our  associated  bre- 
thren, and  lo  have  an  opportunity  to  ask 

such  sort  of  questions  as  may  l}c  thought 
very  reasonable  among  the  brethren,  espe- 

cially when  we  think  that  publications  are 
covered  with  a  sort  of  obscurity  in  its  lan- 

guage, as  the  Sheffield  people's  Declara- tion, which  seemed  deteruiined  to  support 

the  duke  of  Uichmond's  plan  only ;  but 
since  we  tiod  in  a  printed  letter  received 
from  them  io  a  book  that  they  mean  to 
abide  by  some  moderate  reform,  as  may 
hereafter  be  brought  forward  by  the  Frien<U 
of  the  People,  which  method  is  uncertain 
to  us.  Again  we  find  that  the  Friends  of 
the  People  and  the  Society  for  Constitu. 
tional  Information  do  not  exactly  agree. 
We  could  be  glad  to  know  the  reason  :  it 
seems  to  rac  as  though  the  difference  was 

this— the  I'ricnds  of  the  People  mean  only 
a  partial  reform;  because  they  leave  out 
the  words  expressing  the  duke  of  Rich- 

mond's plan  and  talk  only  of  a  reform ; 
while  the  Manchester  people  seem  to  inti- 

mate, by  addressing  Mr.  Paine,  as  thouch 
they  were  intent  upon  republican  principles 
only  :    now,  to  come  closer  to    the  main 
Suestiuiv,  it  is  only  desired  to  know  whether 

le  generality  of  the  societies  mean  to  rest 

satisfied  with  Ihe  duke  of  Richmond'!  plan 
only ;  or,  whether  it  is  their  private  design 
to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots,  and  place 

democracy  in  its' stead.  1  shall  now,  sir, give  you  an  exact  account  of  what  plan 
we  could  wish  \o  obtain,  which  I  have 
already  moved  for  at  our  general  meeting, 
viz.  .1  full  and  equal  representation  of  the 
whole  hotly  of  the  people,*  general  suifrage 
of  voteS|  and  annual  parliaments.  1  re- 

member the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information  intimated  to  us  that  Mr. 
Basham  used  to  write  to  them  in  the  name 

of  the  Revolution  Society;  if  you  approve 

of  that  appellation,  pray  be  so  kind  as  to 
give  us  a  full  and  satiafactory  answer.  I 
shall  say  no  more  at  present,  but  remain  a 

friend  to  peace,  not  to  anarchy ;  a  well- 
wisber  to  the  rights  of  man  wbea  oblainci 
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by  consent;  and  your  most  obedient  and 
Itumbk  servant, 

*'  G£OftGE  Ehapp^  chairman, 
*'  Isaac  Saimt,  secretary 
"  Amts,  CADDEWorLD,  menaber, 

'*  P.  5.  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  to  be 
in  formed  of  the  town  remdence  of  the  lords 

Kenyan  and  Jjuughborough,  for  a  mailer  t*f 

pn?ate  concern:** 

Addressed  "  to  Mr,  Thomas  Hardy,  to 
be  left  at  the  Bell,  Excier  street,  Strand, 

London." 

"  Fellow^cliizens; — Your  letter  of  the 
nth  instant  was,  by  the  secretary*,  laid 

before  the  commiltee  of  delegates"  of  the London  Corresponding  Society, 

"  Haring  never  before  heard  of  ̂ ^our  ao- 
cie^,  they  wish  to  hax^e  some  further  in- 

formation concerning  it,  as  to  its  origin,  )t9 
princi)>lest  and  the  number  of  its  members ; 
aucb  an  aci^ount  in  your  next  letter  will 
give  them  great  sait^faf  tion.  Tbcy  do  not 
thoroughly  comprehend  how  it  would  he 
possible  to  incorporate  with  our  society 
three  of  your  itn  embers  residing  in  Norwich 
inasmuch  an  il  would  he  impossible  to 
communicate  to  them  at  that  distance  all 

our  correspondence,  and  they  could  not 
attend  our  committees,  \v here  the  business 
i^  transacted,  Lf  it  is  inlbrmation  yvu 
want,  tbey  vci^  readily  will  answer  any 
question  ̂ ou  may  put  to  them;  and,  to 
that  end,  invite  you  to  a  regular  correspon- 

dence* As  to  the  object  they  have  in 
view,  they  refer  you  to  their  addresses : 
you  will  therein  see  tliey  mean  to  drtsemi- 
rate  political  knowledge  and  thereby  engage 
the  judicious  pari  of  ihc  nation  to  demand 
a  restoration  of  their  rights  in  annual  par- 
JiamcniSp  the  members uf  those  parliatnenls 
owing  their  election  to  the  unbottght  and 
even  unbias?»ed  suffrage  of  every  citizen 
in  poiaession  of  hi*  reason,  and  nok  inca- 

pacitated by  crimes.  They  consider  the 
obtaining  such  parliaments  to  be  the  ground 
work  of  every  necessary  refonn ;  to  this 
therefore  they  steadily  adhere,  and  turn 
themselves  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the 
left,  to  follow  any  other  plan  whatever; 
the  rules  imd  order  of  tlieir  sociely  being 
m  plain  and  easy,  that  if  they  can  get  a 
majority  of  the  nation  to  act  as  they  do, 
the  proposed  reform  w  i  1 1  effect  itsel  f*  Th«y 
look  upon  the  trifling  diflFcrcnce  I  hat  may 
have  arisen  between  the  several  iocieiie^  to 

be  of  very  little  consequence,  and  think 
they  will  hubsidc  without  any  ways  injuring 
tliC  cause. 

**  They  think  it  a  matter  of  small  impor* 
tance  whatever  name  you  choose  to  adopt. 
They  advise  you  to  follow  their  plan,  and 
divide  yourselves  into  small  aocielies,  each 
of  which  to  choose  a  delegate ;  the  dele* 
gates,  when  met,  to  form  the  committee 
and  transact  the  business  of  the  society  - 
allcrwardd  kl  «adi  dele^be  report  to  Mi 

divisiun  the  business  so  done;  let  him 
admit  tVeii^h  ntembers,  communicate  fre^h 
intelligence,  encourage  pohlical  discussion, 
or  read  to  you  such  books  as  may  cunvej 
the  instruction  your  weaker  meniber?i  stand 
in  need  of;   but,  above  all,  be  careful  \tt 

tjresen'e  peace  and  gcwd  order  among  you ; 
et  no  dispute  be  carried  to  excess ;  leave 
munarchy,  democracy,  and  even  religion, 
entirely  aside ;  never  dispute  on  mese 
topics,  let  your  endeavours  p^  to  increase 
the  nuiibers  of  those  who  wish  for  a  full 

and  equal  representation  of  the  people,  and 
leave  to  a  parliament,  so  chosen,  to  fbrm 
plans  for  remedying  the  existing  abuses; 
should  they  then  not  answer  y<iur  cxpecls^ 

tion  at  the  year's  end,  yoQ  may  choose Others  in  their  stead.  The  committee  offer 

you  e-very  assistance  in  their  powerj  but 
request  that  your  questions  may  relate 
cbiedy  to  the  methods  of  obtaining  a  reform 
in  parliament  Like  yourselves,  they  are 

friends  to  peace,  not  anarchy,  and  well- 
wishers  to  the  rights  of  man ;  yet  not  so 
sanguine  in  their  expectations  as  to  imagine 
those  rights  will  be  re&tori^d  by  the  sponta< 
neous  consent  of  those  who  Bave  so  kn* 

deprived  mankind  of  them.  Understand- 
ing that  you  are  many  societies  in  Norwich, 

the  committee  recommend  to  you  in  unite 

upon  the  plan  before  mentioned ;  the  cor- 
respundenne,  then  carried  on  by  one  com- 

mittee, will  sci-ve  you  all;  they  likewise 
recommend  the  appuiotmentof  one  of  the 
least  conspicuous  of  your  members  to 
receive  such  letters  as  may  be  sent  to  the 

society,  lest,  if  he  be  well  known  about 
your  town  to  be  a  member,  some  interrup- 

tion might  take  place  in  the  delivery, 
"I  am,  for  the  London  Corresponding 

Society,  most  sincerely,  feilow-citiieas, 
yourfeliow-iabourer  in  the  cause  of  freedom, 

"  M.  M.  chairman/' 
Gentlemen,  I  think  the  material  observa- 

tion that  arises  upon  th^s^e  two  letters  is, 
when  this  extraurdinary  question  was  directly 
propo!^d,  that  no  direct  answer  wa#  returned ; 
one  should  have  imagined  that  men  who 
were  really  and  truly  attached  to  the  monar- 

chy of  the  country— attached  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  in  king,  lords,  and  com- 

mons, and  had  nothing  but  a  reform  in  the 
commons  house  of  parliament  in  wish  tar, 
and  to  aim  at,  would  nave  tbuud  no  diiBculty, 

whether  they  knew  this  society,  or  did  not 
know  themi»  in  proclaiming  to  them,  and  to 
the  world,  a  direct  negative  upon  that  ques- 

tion, when  asked  whether  they  meant  to  rip 

up  monarchy  by  the  roots,  and  place  demo- 
cracy in  its  stead.  How  to  account  for  that 

is  difficult,  but  It  is  for  your  consideratiop* 
Here  I  think  tliey  closed  the  evidence  of 
]r94,  as  far  as  respecta  the  proceedings  of  the 
Qm&titutional  Society. 

Upon  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
Mr*  Tooke  hein^  present,  a  person 
descriptioa  of  citizen  Sl  Aodre  was  aid 
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bonorary  metnber,  And  described  ns  one  of 
inoat  ludicious  and  enlightened  trieods  of 

imKn  liberty ;   and  th&t  resolution  has  an 

Lerlineation  in  Mr.  Home  Tgoke*&  band* 
iting. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  there  was 
tneeting,   at  which  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was 
rsent,  when  two  other  persons,  by  the  des- 
iption  of  citizen  Biirrere  and  citizen  Holand, 

described  in  the  same  nnmner,   each  uf 

mi  as  one  of  the  most  judicious  and  en- 
jhtened  friends  of  human  liberly,  were  ad- 
Utted  honorary  members^  and  this  admission 
ordered  to  be  proilakmed  to  the  world  by 
iWication. 

Lpon  the  first  of  February,  1793,  Mr. 
forne  Tooke  being  present,  certain  speeches 

~iich  had  been  maac  by  two  of  those  persons, 
AiiOre  and  Barrfere,   as  ̂ iven  in  the  Ga- 

lle  Nalionale,  or  the  Monileur  of  I^aris,  on 
lourth,   sixth,   and  seventh  of  January, 

^93^  arc  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  books 
the  society^  and  that  resolution  is  ordered 
be  pu Wished, 
It  appears  from  the  whole  of  the  context,  that 
>sc  persons  who  were  thus  admitted  honorary 

?mbt'r*  of  the  Socipty,  were  members  of  the 
[ational  Convention  m  France;  and  that  the 
jechcs  referred  tu  were  made  in  the  course 

the  trial  of  the  king  of  France ;  and  as  tu- 
rns things  they  would  b«  interesting  to  every 

ly,  anti  might  6nd  a  place  in  every  rnan*3 
jmry:  but  what  could  be  the  motive  for 
tinting  these  out  to  the  public  in  this  man- 
!r,  by  ordering  the  resolution  to  be  publish- 

whtch  directs  the  public  altenlion  to  the 
_.;hcs  made  npou  those  days  bv  those 
^nons,  and  where  they  were  to  be  round  is 
iubject  of  observation,  when  you  come  to 

what  those  speeches  are.  They  were 
le  by  those  who  were  for  dealing  severely 

ith  the  king  of  France  in  the  course  of  that 
t! ;  and  one  of  the  speeches  goes  to  destroy 

le  idea  of  the  inviolability  of  kings,  the 
ther  to  give  an  explanation  of  a  National 
invention,  as  a  thing  inherent  in  the  con- 
itutiou  of  that  country,  and  of  every  coun- 

which  undoubtedly  is  calculated  to  re- 

incilc  men's  minds  who  might  be  unwilling 
viobiic  the  constitution  of  their  coimtry, 
who  might  be  very  willing  to  adopt  a  Na- 

mal  Convention,  if  they  could  be  satisfied 
it  was  a  constitutional  measure.  These 

the  sort  of  publications  which  are  thus 
>imed  out  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  and 
rilh  what  view,  for  what  purpose,  anrl  upon 
lat  principles  they  coald  be  so  pointed  out, 
entirely  for  your  consideration ;    you  will 
ir  them  reaa,  because  they  do  appear  to  be 

latenal,    and   considerable   stress  was  laid 
)n  them  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution. 

'^%de  Hurdyt  trial,  anU^  Vol.  34,  pp,  545 

Oenllcmen.  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 

ic  proceedings  of  the  society  of  the  fifteenth 
March,  1793 ;  a  Mr.  Gay,  of  Duke-street, 

A,  a  1794. 
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St,  JamesV,  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Horne Tooke, 
as  a  member;  at  thai  meeting  there 

thanks  voted  to  Joel  Barlow  ana  John  Frost  j* 
and  as  to  Frost  in  particular,  it  was  said  their* 
regard  was  not  lessened,  but  increased  bv  the< 
prosecutions  and  persecutions  which  his  faitb-j 
ful  and  due  dijich^irge  of  their  commission,  iit 
pres«niing  their  address  to  the  conveolJon  of 
France,  may  bring  upon  him.  This,  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution,  they  insist  upon  to 
be  an  unqualified  approbation  of  all  that  Frost 
did  upon  presenting  their  address,  and  bfn 
which  they  make  themselves  responsible  fo 
the  language  be  l>eld. 
Upon  the  twenty- second  of  March  xhi 

was  another  meeting,  and  then  a  letter  fromj 
the  London  Corresponding  Society  was  read,^ 
informing  the  Constitutional  Society  that  XwM 
persons,  of  the  names  of  Grant  and  Littlc-1 
John,  who  had  been  associated  nierahcrs  from 
the  London  Clorresponding  Society,  to  the 
Constitutional  Society,  b^  been  excluded 
from  their  own  society,  and  therefore  that 
they  did  not  consider  them  as  proper  persons 
to  DC  associated  to  the  Constitutional  Society. 
The  consequence  is,  the  Constitutional  Society 
desire  them  lo  elect  others;  ihcy  do  elect 
Margarot  and  Hardy,  who  accept  it,  and  they 
act  in  the  office  of  stewards  for  the  anniveN 

sary  dinner, 

'I  he  next  is  a  paper  found  upon  Adams, 
which  purports  tone  a  letter  from  tlie  United 
Political  Societies  at  Norwich  to  the  Consti- 

tutional Society;  the  letter  wai  read  in  the 
society,  bul  tho  consideration  of  it  was  post- 

poned. ^Ir.  Tooke  was  not  then  present. 
Upon  the  twenty-ninth  Mr.  Tooke  was  not 
present,  it  was  further  postponed*  Upon  the 
fifth  of  April,  Mr.  Tooke  being  present,  it 
was  further  postponed  to  the  next  meeting, 
and  Mr.  Frost  desired  to  prepare  an  answer. 
Upon  the  twelfth  of  April,  Mr.  Tooke  being 
present,  the  letter  was  read,  and  the  answer 
was  also  read,  and  agreed  to,  and  directed  to 
be  sent  by  the  secretary.  That  letter  and 
answer  must  be  read. 

"  The  United  Political  Societies  of  Xor- 
widi. **  March  5tfi,  1793 

"  Gentlemen  j — It  is  with  peculiar  sat: 

faction,  we  are  favoured  with  your  corres^' pondence  {not  merely  because  you  arc  *o, 
although  you  are  better  fitted  to  diffuse 
knowledge),  but  because  you  are  embarked 
in  the  same  magnanimous  cause,  which  de- 

mands with  alacrity  the  attention  of  every 
individual ;  and  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret 
we  see  so  many,  cither  from  ignorance,  or 
something  worse,  who  are  inimical  to  their 
own  interest;  for  nothing  contributes  so 

much  to  support  the  oppressor,  as  the  ig- 
norance of  the  oppressed ;  for  which  pur* 

jKJSe  the  flood-gates  have  been  .opened  gra- 
dually, till,  by  degrees,  the  streams  of  cor- 
ruption have  nearly  overflowed  the  ta«id  ; 

such  as  bounty  acu,  borrowin^^  cyialllkK- 

1 
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tion,  and  septennial  acti,  besides  standini; 
armies,  excise  and  tything  laws,  with  vari- 

ous others  too  painful  for  reflection,  with- 
.  out  credit  to  the  framers  thereof,  and  with- 

out advantage  to  society.  We  oo  not  pre- 
.  sume  to  recapitulate  these  abuses  for  your 
information,  but  being  too  experimentally 
acquainted  with  them,  we  wish  to  find  out 
a  method  of  redress.  At  present  we  see  a 

.  great  propriety  in  universal  suffirage,  uid 
annual  elections,  but  we  beg  you  will  be 
obliging  enoueh  to  inform  us  of  what  you 
have  coilecteaof  the  sense  of  the  people  by 
your  correspondents.  We  have  to  in^rro 
jrou,  that  our  worthy  Correspondins  Socie- 

ties of  London,  have  recently  submitted 
three  propositions  for  our  investigation. 
PirsL  whether  a  petition  to  parhament,  or 
an  address  to  the  King,  or  a  convention. 

'*  Permit  us  briefly  to  state  our  views  for 
your  revisal;  and  with  respect  to  the  first, 
we  behold  we  are  a  conquered  people.  We 
have  tamely  submitted  to  the  filing  yoke, 
and  resibtance  in  the  present  circumstances 
is  vain.  We  cannot  act  the  man,  and  as 
necessity  has  no  law,  we  think  ourselves 
under  that  degrading  necessity  to  state  our 
grievances  to  the  House  of  Commons,  with 
a  request  for  redress,  and  should  they  re- 

fuse to  grant  our  reasonable  petition,  we 
have  stuH  ̂ t  (no  thanks  to  them)  a  formi- 

dable engine,  that  will  convey  the  insult 
to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  kingdom.  As 
to  the  propriety  of  the  second,  we  wish  to 
submit  to  your  superior  judgment,  and 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  to  be  informed  of 
the  result ;  for  at  present  we  are  dubious 
of  its  good  consequences.  Lastly,  a  con- 

vention, and  oh  !  that  the  period  were  ar- 
rived ! —  but  in  the  present  state  of  af- 
fairs, alas !  it's  impracticable :  yet  this  is 

the  object  we  pursue,  and  esteem  any  other 
means  only  in  subordination  to,  and  as 
having  a  tendency  to  accomplish  that  de- 

sirable end. 

*<  We  wish  to  be  in  unison  with  our 
brethren  and  fellow- labourers,  and  should 
be  glad  of  any  information  as  soon  as  it  is 
convenient ;  and  we  beg  your  advice  whe- 

ther it  is  necessary,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
collect  signatures  to  a  petition  for  a  real 
lepresentation  of  the  people,  and  bv  whom 
to  present  it,  whether  Mr.  Coke,  Mr. 
Burch,  or  any  of  the  Friends  of  the  People; 
and  whether  it  is  attended  with  any  ex- 

pense. Our  membcrt  are  both  inimical  to  the 
inuinest. 

"  We  can  give  you  no  accurate  statement 
of  the  representation  in  our  neighbourhood, 
only  observe,  that  it  is  equally  farcical  here 
as  elsewhere.    To  conclude,   with  united 
til   for  all  favours  received,  wishing  you 
h-«— and  success,  and  may  heaven  avert 

we  subscribe  ourselves,  gentlemen 
*Your  vdy  obliged  humble  servants, 

(SignSl)        "  J.  BaouoHTON. 
**  Note.  Please  to  direct  to  J.  Broughton, 

Trial  qf  John  Heme  Tooke 

tttM 

SL  M  aiy's-chineh,  Mr.  BUn  biii^  no 
longer  our  tecretsry. 

'«  Wahave  between  thirty  vAfmtj  se- 
parate locieties  in  Norwich,  beaades  many 

m  the  country  viUagea. 
^  Mr.  D.  AdamsTNo.  4,  Took^e-      ■ 

court,  Chamsery-lane,  London." 
^  Society  for  Constitotiona]  InforraatSoD. 

'*  LoudoRf  IM  Jjifii,  1793. 
^'Sur;— We  have  to  arknowledfe  with 

great  aatUfoction  the  letter  which  yon  &- 
voured  ns  with,  dated  tTie  6th  instant  re- 

lative to  the  most  desirable  of  all  otiier  ob- 

jects, the  reform  of  a  pariiamentai^  vepic- 
8entatk>n.  The  honour  yoi»  do  oa  m  wofh 
posing  that  we  are  better  fitted  dun  yoww 
•elves  for  the  promotion  of  political  know- 

ledge, we  must  disclaim ;  becauie  we  ob- 
serve with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  our 

country  correspondents  have  too  much  xeil 
and  information  to  want  succesi  in  th^ 
public  endeavours,  whether  at  Norwich,  at 
Sheffield,  at  Manchester,  or  elsewbera 
throughout  the  nation. 

<<  In  our  sincerity  for  the  good  of  our 
country,  we  trust,  that  we  are  all  equal, 
and  as  such  we  doubt  not  of  our  Mlti^at- 
success^ 
'^We  see  with  sorrow  the  eiiitence  of 

those  evils,  which  yon  so  justly  represent  as 
the  streams  of  corruption  overflowing  this 
once  firee  and  prosperous  country.  We  see 
with  surprise  and  abhorrence,  that  men  are 
to  be  found  both  able  and  willing  to  sup- 

port those  corruptions.  It  is  however  no 
small  consolation  to  find,  that  others  are 
not  wanting  in  every  part  of  the  nation  of 
an  opposite  character,  who  are  ready  to 
remedy,  by  all  laudable  and  honourable 
means,  the  defect  in  our  representation, 
the  usurped  extension  of  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  other  grievances  such  as 
you  notice  in  your  letter. 

<<  That  the  constitution  of  England  has 
no  more  of  tliat  character  it  once  possessed, 
than  the  supposed  democracy  of  the  coun- 

try has  become  a  matter  of  property  and 
vrivilege,  and  that  we  have  therefore  no 
longer  that  mixt  government  which  our 
adversaries  are  praising  when  they  know 
it  is  no  longer  in  our  possession,  are  &cts 
notorious  and  indisputable.  Where  then 
are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  ?  To  that  par- 

liament of  which  we  complain  ?  To  the  exe- 
cutive power  which  is  implicitly  obeyed,  if 

not  anticipated  in  that  pajrliamentr  Or  lo 
ourselves,  represented  in  some  ""Acting  of 
delegates  for  the  especial  purpose  of  reiorm, 
which  we  suppose  you  understand  bv  the 
word  CONVENTION? 

**  It  is  the  end  of  each  of  these  proposi- 
tions that  we  ought  to  look  to ;  ana  as  suc- 

cess in  a  good  cause  must  be  the  eflfect  of 
perseverance,  and  the  rising  reason  of  the 
time,  let  us  determine  with  '^^tnfw^  but 
let  us  persevere  with  deciakMU . 
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'^  A»  to  ft  convention,  we  regard  it  as  b 
t>i&athe  most  desirable  and  most  pnirti- 
cab]c,  so  soon  as  the  great  body  ot  the  peo- 

ple shall  be  courageous  and  virtuous  enough 
to  join  us  in  the  attempt.  Hitherto  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  njomenl 

is  arrived  for  that  purpose.  i\s  to  any  pe- 
titioD  to  the  crown,  we  believe  it  hopeless 
io  it*  consequences.  With  respect  to  the 
last  of  your  propossils,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
ftdvjse.  If  the  event  is  looked  to  in  the 
vole  which  may  be  obtained  from  that  body 
lowborn  the  petition  is  to  be  addressed, 
Vfhich  of  us  can  look  to  it  without  the  pros- 

pect of  an  absolute  negative?  In  this  point 

of  view  therefore  it  cannot  require  a  mo- 
ment's consideration.  But  if  we  regard  the 

poltcjf  of  «>uch  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our 
apprehension,  be  well  worth  considering  as 
a  warning  voice  to  our  present  legislators, 
and  as  a  ngnal  for  imitiiiion  to  the  majo- 

rity of  the  people.  Should  such  a  plan  bc- 
irigorously  and  ̂ enenilly  pursued,  it  would 
bold  out  a  certamly  to  our  fcUow -country - 
men,  that  we  are  not  a  handfuJ  of  indivi- 

duals unworthy  of  allcntiou  or  conside- 
ration, who  desire  the  restoration  of  the 

ancient  liberties  of  Kngland  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  might  bring  into  light  that  host 
of  well  meaning  men,  who  m  the  dirterent 
towns  and  counties  of  this  realm  are  silently 
but  seriottsly  anxious  for  a  reformation  in 
ihe  government. 

**  We  exhort  you  with  anxiety  to  pursue 
your  laudubie  en<lcavotirs  for  the  commun 
good,  and  never  to  despair  of  the  public 
cause. 

"  Signed  by  order,  in  the  name  of  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information. 

**  Tooke's Court,  '*  D.  Adami.,  sec/' 

16th  April,  1793.'' 
Addressed,  "Mr.  J.  Broughlon,  secre- 

tary to  the  United  Political  Societies,  Nor- 

wich/' 
Gentlemen,  one  fnaterial  use  to  be  derived 

from  this  letter  is,  that  it  seems  to  &\  pretty 
irljir  the  period  about  which  these  two 

.societies,  the  London  Constitution  and  the 

Xx»ndon  Corresponding  Socicly,  proposed  to 
may  of  their  correspondents  the  iJea  of  a 

f convention  lobe  held  here.  The  letter  from 
the  Norwich  Society  affords  some  observa- 

tions, doubtless,  upon  the  nature  of  the  Con* 
veotion,  as  they  understood  it.  It  says — 

**  Oh,  that  that  period  were  arrived*' — which 
does  not  look  like  a  Convention  of  the  people, 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  a  reform  in  parlia- 

ment. The  answer  to  it  from  the  Constitu- 
tional Society  appears  to  me  to  be  a  guarded 

one,  and  to  afford  no  just  observation,  that 
<Hit  of  it  is  to  be  collected,  that  a  Convention 
of  another  description  was  then  iu  the  con* 
^iemplation  of  that  society,  for  it  speaks  of  a 
I  departure  from  the  mixed  government,  it  speaks 
I  of  til  of  restoring  the  government  by 
icort'  defects  m  the  representation, 

VOi^.  AAV. 
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and  bv  correcting  theextensir"  '"  *^r  dura- tion of  parliaments,  and  that,  ,  in  the 
fair  construction  of  the  lettci,  .^  u.-  .i-jcct  to 
which  the  Convention  which  they  Sfteak  of 
ought,  if  there  is  nothing  to  the  contrary,  to 
be  understood  to  refer.  There  arc  certainly 
warm  and  eager  expressions  in  the  letter, 
which  atford  some  observations  against  this 
idea  that  I  am  now  slating,  but,  perhaps, 
hardly  strong  enough  to  change  the  nature  of 
this  convention,  as  they  express  it  in  th*s 

letter.  They  say — "'  That  we  huvc  no  longer 
that  mixed  government  which  our  adversaries 

are  prai^i  '  -n  they  know  it  is  no  longer 
in  our  [  .,  are  facts  notorious  :ind 
indisput*il  ..-,  ,,  ..^le  then  are  we  to  look  fur 
the  remedy ~lf>  that  parliament  of  which  wc 
complain — to  the  executiw  i>ov\ri  which  is 
implicitly  obeyed,  if  n.  ii  that 
parliament,  or  to  our-  ited  in 
some  meeting  of  dcleguic»,  for  liie  especial 
purpose  of  reform,  winch  we  suppose  you 

uncicrstand  by  the  term  convention?'  Re- 
gularly it  is  to  that  parhament  and  to  the 

executive  power,  and  it  is  only  to  them,  that 
that  application  is  to  be  made,  and  only  by 
them  that  the  relief  could  be  obtained ;  but 
yet  they  might  understand  tliat  the  way  to 
obtain  relief  even  from  them,  was  to  exert 
themselves  in  the  shape  of  a  convention,  and 
I  do  not  see  myself  that  there  is  an^y  thing  in 
tluit  letter,  upon  which  an  ob^ervauon  can  be 
made  which  will  warrant  the  understanding 
the  convention  mentioned  in  that  letter  in 

another  sense;  it  is  an  expression  which  may 
very  well  mean  a  convention  of  the  people, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  relief  in  parlia- 

ment, without  being  undcrstoo<l  to  be  a  con- 
vention intended  to  usurp  the  powers  of  go- 

vernment. 

They  next  read  a  draA  of  a  letter  of  Hardy's 
to  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  Edinburgh, 
dated  the  seventeenth  of  May,  I79.S,  which 

with  Skirvu}g'ij  answer,  were  found  at  llaidy's 
by  Lauzun;  ihat  letter  may  deserve  your 
attention,  therefore  that  letter,  and  the  an- 

swer, must  be  read. 
"  London^  May  17,  1793. 

"  Sir ; — The  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety eagerly  seizes  liie  opportunity  ol  Mr. 

Urquhari  returning  to  Edmburgh  to  request 
of  your  society  a  renewal  of  correspondence, 
and  a  more  intimate  co-operation,  m  that 
which  both  societies  alike  seek,  viz^  a  reform 
of  parliamentary  representation.  We  are 
very  sensible  tliat  no  society  can  of  itself 
bring  about  that  desirable  end.  Let  us 
therefore  unite  as  much  as  possible,  not 
only  with  each  other,  but  with  every  society 
throughout  the  nation.  Our  petitions,  you 
will  have  learned,  have  all  of  them  been 
unsuccessful:  our  attention  must  now, 
therefore,  be  turned  to  some  more  effectual 

means.  From  your  society  wc  would  wil- 
lingly learn  them  ;  and  you,  on  your  part, 

may  depend  upon  our  adopting  the  firmest 
means,  provided  they  are  constitutional : 2  S 
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and  we  hope  the  countrjr  witt  not  be  helkiiid 
haod  with  us. 

<'  Thb  war  hes  already  opeoel  the  egret 
of  many,  and,  should  il  oontinue  much 
longer,  there  ii  no  answering  for  itf  eftcts 
on  vie  minds  of  the  people. 

'*  Our  society  has  met  with  much  pane 
cution;  nevertheless,  we^on  increasing 
in  numbera  and  political  knowiledgei 
Wishing  yoft  and  our  cause  all  smeess^  we 
xemain  most  cordially,— sir,  fiir  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  your  fiienda  and 
ftllow-laboorers, 

(Signed)    '<  M.  HuiOAaor,  chairman. 
**  Thokas  Haedt.  secrtteryk 

«  No.  fl>  Piccadilly .»» 

*^  Edmburgh,  85f  A  «f  Mayi  1798. 
<<  Mr.  Haidy  ;-Sir,  Mr.  UrmilMtt  did  me 

the  pleasure  to  call  on  Thursoiy  aftemeo% 
and  delivered  your  letter  of  the  If  tfa  eup- 
rent.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  contents 
ofit,  and  shall  lay  it  before  the  first  meet- 

ing of  our  sodettes  here,  which  however 
does  not  take  phuM  till  Monday  seven- 
night.  I  woula  have  acknowledged  the 
xeceipt  of  your  fkvonr  by  yesterdl^s  posl^ 
hut  was  too  much  employed  in  removing 
our  household  to  anodier  lodging  to  attend 
to  any  thing  eUe^ 

^  If  either  you  in  England,  or  we  in  Sent- 
land  should  attempt  separately  the  reform 
which  we,  I  trust,  seek  to  obtain,  we  should, 
by  80  doing,  only  expose  our  weakness^  ana 
manifest  our  ignorance  of  the  corruption 
which  opposes  oiu>  important  undertaking. 
If  we  sought  only  the  extirpation  of  one  set 
of  interested  men  from  the  management  of 
national  afi&irs,  that  place  might  be  given 
to  another  set,  without  affecting  the  vitals 
adverse  to  the  system  of  reform.  These 
might  be  easily  accomplished ;  but  to  cut 
up  deep  and  wide  rooted  prejudices,  to  give 
efliectual  enersy  to  the  dictates  of  truths  in 
ijsvour  of  public  virtue  and  national  pros- 

perity, in  opposition  to  self  and  all  its  in- 
terested habits,  and  to  withstand  and  over- 

awe the  final  efforts  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, is  the  work  of  the  whole,  and  not  of 

a  part;  a  work  to  which  numkind,  tin  this 
awful  period,  were  never  adequate,  besMUse 
never  till  now  disposed  to  fraternise ;  not 
merely,  or  only  I  trust,  fipom  the  sense  of 
the  common  oanger  to  which  we  are  ex- 

posed, but  from  tn<e  ennobling  principle  of 
wiiversal  benevolence. 

^  I  know  no  greater  service  that  I  can 
do  my  country,  than  to  promote  the  union 
you  so  wisely  desire ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
assure  you  that  I  have  hitherto  discovered 
no  sentiment  in  our  association  adverse  to 
the  most  intimate  and  brotherly  union  with 
the  associations  in  England. 

**  I  think  the  minds  of  all  must,  in  the 
nature  of -things,  be  now  turned  to  more 
•ftrtial  means  of  reform.  Not  one  person 
mM  cQBfiiiDedoflbeiMceiNtyofitliythe 

EOT f»- 

l|ether  with  the  dmet  Hnwyivniai  nmi%^ 
sions  of  untvenal  dttise^  what  thnfriato 

he  hopedfbr  Aom  repelnknr?'  I  wi'  mAj afiaidthat  tbebewinEnghmd  agwntare- 
fivm  waa  so  cootncted  nal  AvetoniDfl^ 
itmaybnsak.  Yo»woald  williBg^y  learo, 
yousay,  froDiiUs&  I  own  that  irn  rnigfa  l» 
be  forward,  in  this :  we  have  al  oaci^  m 

great  wisdom,  perfected  oer  pUoi^of  em* 
niiation;  and,  if  we  were  in  the  amo  in- 
dependentstate  q£  mind  aa  the  people  of 
Endand^  we  wouM  be  able  to  take  the 
leacL  The  associations  with  yen  aie  no 
nwre^  I  foar  (excuse  n^y  fieedem)  than  an 
aristocracy  fbs  the  good  ef  the  people: 
th^  are  indeed  meoerate^  fimk  and'  iv- 
tuDus;  and  better  cannot  be:  but  we  are 
the  people  themselves,  and  we  are  theirst 
to  show  that  the  people  can  both  jndge  and 
resohre^  if  undirectea>by  faction^  with  both 
wisdom  and  modeiationk 

**  I  have  not  a  hiriier  wish,  in  the  pr^ 
sent  exertions  forreftyrm,  than  to  see  the 
people  universally  and  regularly  aasodaled, 
oeoause  I  am  persusdea  that  the-piesent 
disastrous  enea^sments  will  issue  in  iiiin, 
and  the  people  then  must  provide  for  them- 

selves ;  and  it  would  be  unhappy^  when  we 
should  be  ready  to  aet>  with  unaniimty,  to 
he  occupied  about  oigonintion^  witaout 
whiah>  however,  anarcl^  must  ensue.  We 
will  not  need  but  to  be  prepared  ferthe 
event,  to  <  stand  and  see  the  salvatlbn  of 
'  the  Lord.'  Let  us  therefore  take  the  hint 
given  us  by  our  opposere;  let  ua  be^in  in 
earnest  to  make  up  our  minds  relative  to 
the  extent  of  reform  which  we  ought  to 
seek ;  be  prepared  to  justify  it,  and  to  con- 

trovert objections ;  let  us  model  the  whole  in 
the  public  mind;  let  us  provide  eveiy  stake 
and  stay  of  the  tabernacle  which  we  would 
erect,  so  that  when  the  tahemaolea  of  ep- 
prestton  in  the  palaces  of  ambition  are 
broken  down,  under  the  madness  and  folly 
of  their  supporters,  we  bm^  then»  without 
anarchy  and  all  dangerous  delay,  erect  at 
once  our  tabernacle  of  righteousness^  aed 
may  the  Lord  himself  be  m  it ! 

**  How  hurtfiil  to  the  feelings  of  areAect- 
nig  mind  to  look  back  to  the  wretched  state 
in  which  the  Roman  monarchy,  enfbebled 
and  broken  by  its  own  corruptions,  left  the 
nations  which  it  had  subjectM  I  like  *  sheep 
*  without  a  shepherd,'  th^  sooa  becaps  a 
prey  to  eveiy  mvader,  because  there  was 
none  to  gather  and  unite  t^m:  had  they, 
foreseeing  the  evil,  associated  for  mutnal 
defence,  no  robber  would  hava  been  able 
to  enslave  them ;  they  would  have  eiveQ 
laws  to  all  parties,  aa  well  as  to  themselves; 
all  separate  colonies  and  nations  wodd 
have  sought  their  alliance :  but  not  hamjg 

virtue  to  associate  and  heal  ihedivii" and  root  oat  the  selfish  spirit^  whieKi 
tk»4bsttring  governments  proeive  to 

io^jecti^  fmyMl  ender  oppraaaan^ -tdaf 
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undOT  who^  iron  iceptre  Ihey  have  never 
yet  been  able  to  deliver  themselves. 

"  We  may  siippo«e  an  evctit  which  wr 
dopfecatc ;  nay,  sljould  wc  not  be  prepared 
^Df  every  possible  issue  of  the  present  un- 
fireeedctited  rJivisions  of  mankind,  we  have 
Slight  to  be  apprehensive  of  tbeabibties 

©f  our  own  managers,  who  arc  so  afraid  ' 
to  depart  from  precedent,  that,  Hkc  men 
of  detail,  they  may  be  inademwle  to  the 
task  of  preserving  the  vessel  from  ship- 

wreck, now  grapphng  with  danger,  not 
only  great,  but  new  and  uncommon.  If 
the  present  ministry  fail,  who  after  them 
■baJl  be  trusted?  It  rccpiires  little  pene- 
tnitioti  to  see  the  anarchy  and  discord  which 
VfiH  Jollow  :  it  will  be  such  that  nothing 
short  of  a  general  union  amon;;  the  people 
themselves  will  be  able  to  heal:  haste, 
therefore,  to  associate,  at  least  to  be  ready 
to  SMOciate.  If  then,  such  a  broken  stale 
of  things  should  take  place,  the  civil  broils 
that  would  necessarily  ensue,  would  soon 
subside  before  the  united  irresistible  voice 

of  the  whole.  Do  not,  I  entreat  you,  hesi- 
tattc  thinking  such  a  work  premature  as 
Yet :  but  a  month,  and  then  it  may  be  too 
Jate*  A  mahgniint  party  may  be  already 
^rmed,  and  one  waiting  for  the  halting  of 
the  present  managers;  it  will  then  be  too 
kte  to  seek  to  subject  to  deliberation,  after 
apsrty  has  dared  the  act  of  rebellion.  If 

yo«  ffo  no  further  than  separate  meetings 
in  different  towns,  we  will  not  be  able  to 
confide  in  your  confraternity,  because, 
while  in  &uch  a  staie,  you  may  be  but  the 
tools  of  a  faction.  We  could  have  all  con- 
^eoce  and  unite  with  all  affection  in  one 
ancnibly  of  commis«iioners  from  all  coun- 

tries of  the  world,  if  we  knew  they  were 
chosen  by  the  unbiasised  v^^ce  of  the  people, 
because  they  would  come  up  with  the  same 
disinterested  views  and  desires  as  ourselves, 
having  all  agreed  to  a  common  centre  of 
union  and  inicro^t;  but  we  could  not  con- 

fide m  fcllow-cilizens  who  kept  aloof  from 
liuch  union,  and  would  not  previously  affi- 
hate  in  one  great  and  indivisible  family. 

■*  In  troubling  you  with  so  lont;  an  epi^ 
tie,  I  have  at  leti^t  shown  my  inclination 
to  correspond,  I  have  al«vo  hinted  at  things 
which  appear  to  me  the  present  subjects  of 
censideralion,  because  L  am  desirous  of 

your  opinion  upon  them ;  I  have  posc-ibly 
wrote  with  too  much  freedom,  but  you  will 
)>iace  it  to  account  of  zeal  in  the  cause,  and 
on  itiis  score  discharge  my  design,  which  is 
disinterested  and  philanthropic.  With  sin- 

cere estectn  and  affection,  I  am,  sir,  your 
"l-'wiaber, 

"  W,  Smavixo,  secretary." 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  small  circumstance  in 
is  ease,  that  this  letter  from  Skirvtng  was 

loced  in  consccjuence  of  an  overture  made 
Mm  by  Hardy,  because  Hardy  stands  ac- 

i  but  the  i&tlGf  ffom  Skirving  is  very 

A.  B.  ITMv 
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fit  for  serious cnnbideration,  because  they  say, 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  that  this  letter 
opens  the  true  nature  of  that  coDveotion 
which  had  existed  in  Scotland  before  the  dale 
of  that  letter,  and  had,  in  the  terms  of  the 

letter,  been  already  organized,  and  did  after- 
wariis,  in  fact,  meet.  The  letter  is  couched 
in  mysicrious  terms;  it  is  of  a  very  doubtful 
complexion  ,nQt  very  easy  to  be  understood: 
but  It  is  extremely  difRcult  to  conhne  it  to  the 
idea  of  a  convention,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 

soliciting  a  parUamentary  reform;  and  un- 
doubtedly it  serves  to  throw  a  strong  light 

upon  that  convention,  as  it  was  originally 
framed,  and  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  when 
it  got  to  its  full  growth,  as  it  appeared  at  the 
time  when  it  wzs  dispersed. 

The  next  evidence  is  the  prr— ■''-  -  -^  'b^ Constitutional  Society,  upon  1 1  ti 
of  June,  when  Mr.  Home  Toi  .._  .  .  ̂ .,  ;^.iL 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  an 
address  to  the  British  nation ;  I  understand 
the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Tooke  to  have 

established  that,  in  point  of  fact,  no  such  ad- 
dress was  prepared,  and,  if  I  am  right,  no  ob- 

servation,  at  pre*ient,  need  be  made  upon  that 
piece  of  evidence.  Mr.  Tooke  and  Mr,  Yorkc 
were  instructed  to  nrepare  it,  but  I  apprehend 
Jt  was  not  prepared. 
The  nest  piece  of  evidence  was  a  paper 

produced  by  Lausun,  found  at  Hardy's,  im- 
porting to  be  a  letter  from  the  Political  So- 

cieties at  Norwich,  to  Hardy.  The  latter 
part  of  that  letter  seems  to  deserve  attention. 
You  will  hear  the  letter  and  the  answer  read, 

**  The  Political  Societies  of  Norwich,  to  tho^ 
Secretary  of  the  London  Corresponding 

Society/' Indorsed,  *'  Received  the  25 lb  of  June, 
1793 ;  answered  the  25th  of  July,  1793, 

*'  Sir; — I  lately  received  your  letter  froi 
Mr.   ,    dated    April    2«,    whicli, 
through  multiplicitv  of  business,  we  have 
omitted  to  answer—hope  you  will  excuse 
the  delay.  We  also  received  your  friendly 
letter,  prior  to  that,  wherein  you  stated 
three  propositions :  fir^t,  a  petition  to  his 
majesty,  or  to  parliament,  or  a  national 
coDvenlion,  and  ordered  one  of  our  com- 

mittee to  answer  it.  Should  be  glad  if 
you  will  inform  me  whether  it  was  attended 
to;  I  gave  my  opinion  on  the  subject  to 
the  Constitutional  Society  of  London,  and 
found  their  ideas  congenial  to  my  own,  viz. 
an  address  to  the  king — futile;  a  petition 
to  parliament  (as  a  conquered  people)  tole- 

rable :  a  national  .convention  (if  circum- 
stances admitted)— best  of  all.  To  wliat 

an  alarming  crisis  are  we  arrived  ! — the 
junto  is  formed  and  established— the  peo- 

ple become  a  prey,  and  (to  adopt  the  phrase 
of  an  Hibernian  apostate)  are  treated  as 
swinish  multitude,  except  the  privih 

of  fattening.  Wars  must  commence  at 
the  caphce  of , individuals;  people  torn 
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from  their  houses  to  be  butchered;  wind- 
mills must  be  attacked  at  the  liak  of  being 

carried  over  and  dashed  to  atoms ;  the  na- 
tion drained  of  its  sustenance  to  support  a 

Iraeue,  &c*  &c.  &c.  Many  epithets  may 
with  great  propriety  be  appliea,  excepting 
such  as  lox,  Sheridan,  Orey,  £rskine» 
liansdowne,  Lauderdale,  Stanhope,  Paine, 
Priestley,  Tooke,  Wharton,  Macleod,  Bar- 

low, Mackintosh,  Cooper,  besides  oiany  who 
have  suffered  under  the  iron  hand  of,  &c.' 
and  when  the  people  have  complained,  and 
humbly  requested  a  removal  of  abuses,  they 
have  Deen  treated  with  insult  Alas! 
where  is  the  nu^esty  of  the  people?  An 
indifferent  observer  would  suppose  ilt  to 
center  in  stars  and  garters,  ribbons,  and 
jeostly  apparel,  palaces,  coaches  and  horses, 
with  all  the  trumpery  of  puerile 
ments ;  and  were  it  not  for  their  accursed 
.consequences,  we  could  bear  with  it;  but 
when  we  consider  how  many  sweat,  and 
toil*  and  starve,  to  support  it,  how  can  we 
be  persuaded  but  that  there  is  a  contrivance 
between  the  land-owners  and  the  merchant 
to  hold  the  people  in  vassalage  P  for  they 
eat  up  the  people  as  they  eat  bread ;  the 
influence  ot  the  aristocracy  and  hierarchy 
is  become  very  alarmins,  for  they  have 
absorbed  and  swallowed  up  the  people ; 
but  a  rumour  is  spread  from  the  soitth,  and 
it  is  terrible  to  tyrants;  it  stings  their 
mind — it  galls  their  flesh—and  like  Pashur, 
are  a  terror  to  themselves,  lest  the  people 
should  assert  their  rights. — ^Yours,  6lc, «  H.  Buckle. 

i''  Please  to  direct  to  H.  Buckle." 

"  London,  USthJuly,  1793. 
"  Fcllow-citizwi ;— The  London  Corres- 

•pondinz  Society  have  received,  and  read 
with  pTcEburc,  your  letter  of  the  S5th  of 
June ;  but  the  answer  which  you  mention 
to  have  been  made  to  our  three  questions 
has  not  yet  cume  to  liand.  We  shall  be 
glad  to  be  informed  in  your  next,  whether 
It  was  ever  put  in  jthe  post  office. 

*<  With  regard  to  the  questions  them- 
selves, however  individuals  may  have 

jnade  up  their  minds  on  the^l,  the  public 
seemed  most  to  approve  the  mode  or  peti- 

tioning parliament.  We  accordingly  ac- 
quiesced, and  sent  in  a  petition  signed  by 

near  6,000  persons.  With  this  letter  you 
will  receive  a  copy  of  it ;  and  with  its  fate 
you  are  doubtless  not  unacquainted. 

**  While  we  afftee  with  you,  thai  the 
()eoplc  are  treatedlike  swine,  we  are  forced 
to  acknowledge,  that  some  among  them, 
from  their  sloth  and  ienonmcc,  scarcely  de- 

serve better  usage ;  however  unceasmgly 
labouring  to  meliorate  tlieir  condition  as 
well  as  our  own,  and  convinced  that  a  tho- 

rough parliamentary  reform  is  the  only 
means  of  eflectuating  it,  we  firmly  pursueour 
purpose,  and  in  the  most  conspicuous  man- 

ner ;  under  the  eye  of  the  court,  in  the 

I^M^fJMt  Home  Tooke  (SSS 

middle  of  the  metropolis,  •nd' in  ilit  very 
nest  of  place  and  pension  homelL  the  ta- 

vern where  Reeves,  thetoolofthejonto, 
holds  his  inquisitorial  tribunal,  have  lalely 
held  a  genend  meeting  of  the  society,  sent 
forth  an  address  to  the  nation,  and  entered 
into  some  spirited  resolutions;  a  few  copies 
of  which  we  desire  you  to  accept,  mod  pro- 
mulgite  as  far  and  as  wide  as  yoiii  can;  at 
the  same  time  rest  assured,  that  the  Imn- 
ness  displayed  thermn  is  not  confined  to 
words,  but  that  on  every  occanon  our  so- 

ciety will'  be  fotmd  iKmosX  in  asserting 
IAd  recovering  the  liberties  of  their  countiy^ 

^Eihorting  ̂ oq,  therefore,  to  throw aside  all  unarms  oomplaint,  we  wish  you 
to  occupy  yourselves  in  instruetiBg  the 
people,  m   introducing  and  malntaimng 
order  and  regularity  in  your  own  lociety, 
and  in  formmg  a  junction  with  all  othm 
associated  for  the  same  purpose  throughout 
the  nation,  by  keeping  up  a  constant  cor- 

respondence with  th^;    but,  above  all, 
orderly  and  courageously  preiMtfing  your- 

self for  the  event;   for  as  it  is  niUural  to 

suppose  that  those  who  now  prev  on  the 
public  will  not  willingly  yield  tip  tneir  en- 

joyments, nor  re-possess  us  or  our  rights 
without  a  struggle,  which  by  their  beha- 

viour in  IrelanoVwe  have  some  reason  to 
think  they  are  meditating,  and  perhaps 
may  intend  to  effect  by  means  of  Uioee 
very  foreign  mercenaries  who  are  now  paid 
by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom,  under 
some  plausible  pretence,  it  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  to  land  on  our  shore.    It 
may  be  more  advantageous  to  humanity  to 
show  them  at  6rst,  that  their  opponents 
are  neither  mob  nor  rabble,  but  an  indig- 

nant oppressed  people,  in  whom  is  not  yet 
entirely  extinct  the  valour  of  their  fore* 
fothers. 

**  Union  and  increase  being  then  our 
only  resources,  let  us  then  diligently  exert 
ourselves  therein  with  zeal  and  patience, 
removing  ienorance  and  prejudice  with 
firmness,  and  a  consistent  behaviour ;  en- 

couraging those  who  join  us ;  and  above 
.all,  avoiding  little  bickerings  among  our- 

selves, ever  discountenancing  selfish  jea- 
lousies and  private  animosities,  and  cor- 

dially joining  with  heart  and  hand  in  the 
common  cause. 

"  Your  neighbourhood  must  severely  feel 
the  dreadful  consequences  of  an  iniquitous, 
depopulating,  and  ruinous  war ;  but  you 

are  not  the  only  sufi'erers.  From  vanous parts  of  the  country  we  learn,  that  the  war 
abroad  has  already  spread  desolation  at 
home ;  yet  such  is  the  blindness  of  some 
folks,  that  tliey  talk  of  its  heine  continued 
for  years.  Peace  we  wish  to  alT  men ;  but 
to  such  friends  destruction.  Let  us  bear 
from  you  soon,  and  let  our  fiiture  conet- 
pNondence  be  more  regular.  We  are  with 
sincerity,  fellow-citiiens,  for  the  Loidflii 
fkinespoDdiug  Society,  as  your  fimii  and 



feUow-labourers  fur  the  good  of  our  country, 
"MM. 

The  use  which  seems  intended  to  be  nuule 
of  these  Icltcrs  ts,  to  show  you,  that  &l\er  the 

petition  to  pa^rliameot  had  failed,  these  per- 
sons began  lu  enlertiin  nolious  very  violent 

and  cuger,  aud  which  seem  to  express  a.  resolu- 
tion to  obtain  by  force,  that  which  tliey  could 

not  other wibc  obtain.  The  passages,  in  the 
anawer  to  this  leiler  from  Norwich,  which 

import  tiiis^  are  the  assurance — "  That  the 
fi«^,t..i^  ,ii.niiv.>H  by  the  society,  is  not 

ii  that,  ou  every  occasion, 
reiuost  in  asserting  and 

(he  iiberlics  of  their  country."  In 
iiuendation  to  these  people,  orderly 

jibd  cuurngeously  preparing  themselves  for 
the  event—**  For  as  it  is  natural  lo  suppose 
thai  lliosc  who  now  prey  on  the  pubUc,  wiii 
not  willingly  yield  up  their  enjgymenUiT  nor 
rc-pos&pss  us  of  our  rights  without  a  struggle, 
wliithf  by  their  behaviour  in  Ireland,  we  have 
sonic  reason  lo  think  they  are  meditating, 
juid  perhaps  may  in  lend  lo  effect,  by  means 

of  those  very  lorei;^n  mercenaries,  who  are 
jm.iw  paid  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom, 
under  some  plausible  nretcncc,  it  would  be  no 
didicult  matter  to  lann  on  our  shore;  it  may 
be  more  advantageous  to  humanity,  to  show 
tliem,  at  first,  that  their  opponents  arc  neither 
mob  nor  rabble,  but  an  indignant,  opprcsjjcd 
people,  in  whom  is  not  entirely  extinct  llie 

valour  of  their  forefathers.'*  This  has  a  pretty 
plain  reference  to  force,  if  force  should  be- 

come necessary. 

Ccnth-raen,  the  next  is  a  paper  found  upon 
Adam^,  purporting  to  be  a  letter,  dated  from 
Edinburgh,  the  filth  of  Ocloher,  170 j,  from  a 
pen»on  of  li»e  name  of  Calender,  to  Hardy ;  it 
may  be  read  because  there  i^  a  pa?»sa^e  m  it 
that  seemed  to  me  rather  to  be  likely  to  be  of 
some  use  to  the  prisoner;  where  he  is  speak* 
ing  of  the  purposes  of  the  association,  or  con- 

vention, or  by  whatever  name  it  was  to  be 
calledj  then  began  at  Edinburgh. 

•*  Edinburgh,  Oct,  5th,  t?9S, 
'•  Brother  Hardy  ; — The  letter  and  this 

paper  wiU  e^ptain  them%cJves.  I  was  at  a 
inectiug  on  the  day  this  mentions,  and 
Uie  deternimation  of  the  association  are 

yoivcrsal  sutfragev  and  annual  parliaments, 
and  it  was  the  unanimoits  desire  and  wish 

of  that  meeting,  that  two  persons,  if  pos- 
Siible.  >th<>uld  be  !>ent  Irom  our  society  in 
England,  an  del*»gjit*-v,  lo  meet  our  dear 
northern  friends  m  the  ensuing  convention. 
I  must  earnestly  desire  the  said  wish  of 
our  friends  here  may  be  comphed  with,  as 
it  wiH  .idd  ii»  iho  dignity  of  our  association 
in  particular,  and  to  the  convention  in  ge- 
neral,  and  will  Kirther  the  common  cause 

fnuch,  in  a  way  the  judgment  of  our  asso- 
cmtiou  must  hit  upon,  without  any  cxnla- 
ttation  of  mine.  If  any  person  coultl  be 

<   ckctcd  ot  douud  prmcipies,  a  cloir  uoder- 

o/m*; 

[GS4 

: 

St  .1  ":  '  >  r,  with  a  longhead 

p  m  the  cause  of  froedoi navitig  u  in  %  irvv,  and  not  his  own 

dizcment,  such  a  delegate  would  be  < 
service.     If  such  >    ■  -  :    '^hosen,  he  rouft 
be  here  by  the  iih  day  of  tlits 
month,  as  the  t    .  M.ffts  on  that 
day;  and  if  my  poor  ris  will  be 
of  any  service  to  l\u  ion  as   the 
other  delegate,  the  Loudon  Corresponding 
Society  may  command  me  for  the  support 
of  their  interests  as  far  as  I  am  capable ; 
but  those  of  you  who  know  me,  know  I  am 
no  speaker)  much  less  an  orator,  but  this  1 
will  say,  niy  heart  lies  in  the  right  place, 

and  hates  ar  I  ''  all  despots.  Please 
to  commui  ^  to  our  friends,  and 

let  me  knou  uit  Tr^j^iety'i  determination, 
if  they  will  honour  me  wiih  their  confidence, 
I  am  often  with  our  friend  Muir ;  he  bears 
his  conGoement  with  a  fortitude  of  soul, 
inspired  with  the  genius  of  liberty ;  he  if 
welh  I  have  much  to  say,  but  I  must 
leave  nflr.  This  letter  will  be  deUvered  by 
my  servant,  which  must  have  a  speedy 
answer,  because  of  the  approaching  meet* 
ing  here.  Every  tinng  ot  moment  I  will 
communicate  to  you  from  time  to  time : 
and  wishing  destruction  to  all  huraaik 
butchers,  and  success  to  all  friends  of  U* 

berty,  I  remain,  brother  Hardy,  your's  to 
command.  A.  Calinder." 
"  My  servant  will  show  you  my  direction/'/ 

This  letter  is  of  some  use  likewise  to  op«il 
the  nature  of  that  convention,  and  to  show 
how  it  was  calculated,  gradually,  to  iacreaic 
to  an  indefinite  number  of  members. 

Air.  Home  Tooke  is  put  donfti  as  being 
present  when  this  letter  was  read,  but  it  ap* 
pearcd,  by  the  evidence  of  Adams,  that  he 
was  not  present. 

There  was  an  extraordinary  general  meet* 
ing  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October,  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  not  present.  Thry  read  an 
address,  signed  by  Skirving,  and  resolved  to 
send  delegates  to  the  ensuing  convention,  lo 
be  held  in  Edinburgh,  for  promoting  a  reforfit 
in  parliament ;  they  resolved  that  two  mem- 

bers of  this  society  be  elected  as  delegates  to 
the  said  convention;  Henry  Yorke,  Charlos 

Sinclair,  and  John  Richtcr  were  proposed; 
Sinclair  and  Yorke  were  elected  delegates; 
Sinclair,  being  present,  accepted  of  the  ofSce 
of  one  of  the  delegates ;  and  they  resolved^ 
that  if  either  Henry  Yorke,  or  Charles  Sm^ 
clair,  be  prevented  from  accepting  the  dele- 

gation, then  John  Richter  was  to  be  admitted 
m  his  room. 

The  next  evidence  i5  a  paper  produced  by 

Scott,  found  upon  Skirving,  and  it  is  the  mi^* 
nutes  of  the  British  Convention.  They  be4 

gan  with  reading  the  fil\h  day's  sitting,  at 
which  time  the  persons,  that  were  asscnibled 

at  this  convention,  assumed  the  style  of,  **  The 
British  Convention  of  the  delegates  of  the 

Vcople,  aasocijited  to  obtain  Umversal  Stiffrag;^! 
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and  Amnial  Parliaiiieiits/'  Upon  the  ninth 
dsy  there  was  a  resolution  for  tbe  Convention 
to  lesolve  itself  into  a  committee,  and  a  blank 
vnB  left  in  the  minutes  for  a  reaolotion  which 
was  come  to;  and  this  £tfther  observation 
arises  upon  the  transactions  of  that  day-^that 
the  minute  expresses  that  it  b  the  Hmue 
that  resolves  itself  into  a  committee.  Mr. 
fioett  then  proved  another  paper  found  upon 
fiindair,  a  resolution  that  nad  been  left  in 
blank  in  the  minutes,  which  I  before  took 
nolke  of;  that  resolutkMi  it  will  be  proper  to 
read. 

[Vide  vol.  SS,  pp.  385,  d86.] 

What  was  to  be  done,  geatlemen,  at  this 
fMrmanent  sitting  of  this  conventiony  to  be 
Md  upon  the  appointment  of  a  secret  com- 
miltee,  in  some  secret  place,  on  the  different 
emergencies  that  are  there  described,  is  certain- 
hr  not  expressed,  but  must  be  collected  from  all 
oe  circumstances;  and  it  will  be  material  to 
csarider  whether  there  be  ground  to  collect, 
that  aH  that  was  intended  to  be  done,  in  that 
pkce,  was  to  applj  to  parliament  for  relief  in 
the  particular  cases  suggested,  which  would 
apfiy  to  eveiT  thing,  but  the  case  of  an  in- 
Tanoa ;  in  the  case  of  an  invasion,  it  n  a 
filtle  difficult  to  comprehend  of  what  use  such 
m  meeting  could  be.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
aoUeotfrom  thssTesohitiaQ,  that  this  was  to 
be  a  meeting  which  was  to  use  force  in  either 
Of  tbe  cases  pointed  out,  it  has  a  very  material 
and  weighty  effect  in  another  view  of  the 
case;  it  is  darkly  expressed,  and  you  must 
form  your  own  judgment  upon  it,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  tne  case,  as  well  as  yon  can. 

They  go  on  to  resolve, «  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  declaration  of  the  na- 

tural, unalienable,  and  imprescriptible  rights 
of  man,  to  be  prefixed  to  an  aadress  to  the 

people  of  Great  Britain/*  It  does  not  appear 
wliether  that  was  ever  drawn  up ;  probably 
the  dispersion  of  this  Ck)nventioo,  on  the 
fourteenth  day  prevented  it.  To  those  who 
an  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  pro- 

ceedings of  the  National  Convention  of 
Bnmoe,  this  sort  of  resolution  has  an  ahurming 
anect. 
They  then  read  tbe  proceedings  of  the  tenth 

day,  akbd  then  they  date,  ̂   Convention-hall, 
the  first  year  of  tbe  British  Convention." 
This  is  a  very  extraordinary  assumption,  if  it 
be  referable  to  a  private  meeting  of  subjects, 
meaning  to  obtain  parliamentary  reform  in  a 
regular  course ;  it  is  that  formal  style  which 
belongs  to  a  public  assembly,  and,  indeed  to  a 
niblic  assembly  acting  for  the  govemawnt : 
but  then  this  may  be  vanity,  and  foUy  and 
nonsense,  and,  as  sach,  taken  under  all  the 
ciramstanccs,  may  deserve  no  attention;  or 
it  may  be  a  very  material  circumstance,  added 
to  other  circumstances  in  the  case,  marking 
what  were  the  obiecis  of  this  meeting;. it 

reqaire  an  cxplaaatioo,  in  some  manner 

TndqfJcknHameTooke  t>S» 

feraoy  regular  pn^posaa^hat 

or  other,  because  it  is  a  sort  of  thing  not  to  be 
found  in  the  private  MsembliMof  any  indifi- 

can  betnagined. 

Upon  the  eleventh  day's  sitting  there  is anotber  aftctatkm  of  the  manners  of  the 

French  €onventkm,  for  they  givo  ̂   the  im- 
nours  of  tbe  sitting^  to  some  perBon  who  wu 
there.  The  secrelaiy  upon  tlus  di^  vttd  a 
motion  for  publishing  the  natural,  nnafient- 
ble,  and  imprescriptible  rights  of  man,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  tbe  oonunitlee  of 
union.  There  was  then  a  motion  for  drawing 
out  a  scroll  of  a  petition  to  pai&tfDeat.  thtt 
seemed  to  be  whatjwas  more  mmwdiatdj  fbs 
busmess  of  this  meeting,  aorordine  to  the  re- 

presentation of  it,  that  IS  made  in  favour  of  i^ 
but  '^  the  order  of  the  day**  was  put  upon 
that  Tbe  order  of  the  da^  would  Imvo  dm& 
a  thing  unknown  to  us,  without  the  explao^ 
tioa  tmit  we  have  from  tbe  oourte  of  the  pre- 
ceedmgs  in  the  National  Convention  of 
Ihmce ;  there  tbe  order  of  the  day;  put  upon 
a  motion,  means  nothing  more  than  a  manner 
of  pronouncing  a  negative.  Tlicre  arsu  in 
the  resulajr  establishments  of  our  constitutiOQ, 
very  nequently  orders  of  the  day,  which, 
being  called  for,  have  a  priority;  but  it  dees 
not  at  all  appear,  that  in  this  cas^  diere  was 
any  other  business  which  had  been  appointed 
for  that  day,  which  was  to  have  the  priority; 
and,  in  the  way  this  was  put  an  end  to,  tiiey 
seem  to  have  adopted,  the  cant-words  thai 
have  been  used  in  France. 

Upon  the  twelfth  day  the^  enter  Into  a 
debate  of  the  comparative  merit  of  the  titie  of 
<*  gentieman"  and  '*  citizen,''  and  they  prefer 
to  use  the  word  citizen. 

Upon  the  thirteenth  day  the^  began  to  ap- 
prehend that  they  should  be  dispersed ;  and 

then  there  is  a  resolution— «  Tnat  the  mo- 
ment of  any  illegal  dispersion  of  the  pre- 

sent convention,  shall  he  considered  as  a 
summons  to  the  delegates,  to  repair  to  the 
place  of  meeting  appointed  for  the  conven- 

tion of  emergency  by  the  secret  commit- 
tee; and  that  the  secret  cQmmittee  be  iiv- 

stnicted  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  fix  ' 

the  place  of  the  meeline.** They  then,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  called 
for  the  proceedings  of  the  91st  of  November, 
and,  undoubtedly,  they  throw  an  air  of  ridi- 

cule upon  the  proceedings  of  this  conventmn. 
It .  speaks  of  fifteen  shiUings  being  received 
from  six  visitors ;  proposes  a  genial  collec- 

tion to  be  made;  Callender  and  Scott  were 
appointed  collectors ;  four  pounds  five  shil^ 
lings  and  eiffht-pence  was  drawn,  as  they  call 
it,  of  whkn  there  were  two  bad  shillings, 
which  are  deducted  firom  this  sum.  Th^ 
was  nineteen  and  three-pence  collected  at  the 
door,  and  a  shilling  more;  this,  I  think,  was 
all  that  was  read  of  these  proceedings  of  the 
4Scotch  Convention. 

They  then  read  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
stitotiooal  Sode^  of  the  lOth  of  Jau—j, 
17M,  when  B(r.  Home  Tooke  was  fWiWt 
Mr.  Sinclair's  letter,  and  the  subsequeati 
eeedings  of  the  convention,  were 
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lie  taken  into  consideration  on  the  Friday  tal- 
lowing, at  a  general  meeting.  On  Friday,  llie 

17 111  of  January,  there  was  another  meeting, 
when  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  in  the  chair. 
There  was  a  resolution  come  to,  which  was 
Tot€d  to  be  published  ;  that  is  of  importance, 
and  you  mu^t  hear  it  read. 

"  Resolved,  Thai  law  ceases  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  obedience  wlitnever  it  becomes  an 

instrument  of  oppression. 

•*  Resolved,  That  we  recall  to  mind,  with 
the  deepest  satisfaction,  the  merited  fate  of 
the  infamous  JcflTerys,  once  lord  chief  jus- 

tice of  England,  who  at  the  era  of  tlie  glo- 
rious Revulutiun,  fur  the  many  iniquitous 

sentences  which  he  had  passed,  was  torn  to 
pieces  by  a  brave  and  injured  people. 

"Ik  solved,  That  those  who  imitate  his 
example, dti>tTve  his  fate. 

**  Mr  Tooke  having  left  the  chair,  Re- 
solvedy  that  Mr.  Gcrrald  be  called  to  the 
chair, 

»  Resolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it 
may  divide  ctmntries,  ought  not,  and  does 
aoL  make  a  separation  between  those  prin- 

ciples of  common  sivtrii^^  in  which  Eng- 
lishmen and  Scotchmen  are  equally  inte- 

restcf);  that  iujubtice  in  Scotland,  is  injus- 
tice in  England,  and  that  the  safety  of 

Knghhbmcn  is  endangered,  whenever  their 
brethren,  in  S»cotland,  for  a  conduct  which 

entities  them  to  the  apprubalion  of  all  wise, 
and  the  support  of  all  brave  men,  arc  sen- 

tenced to  Botany  Bay,  a  punishment  hither- 
to inBiclcd  only  on  felons. 

**  Resolved,  That  we  see  with  regret,  but, 
wc  see  without  fear,  that  the  period  is  fast 
approaching  when  the  liberties  of  Britons 
must  depend  not  upon  reason,  to  which 
they  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  their 
powers  of  expressing  it,  but  on  their  firm 
and  undaunted  resolution  to  oppose  tyranny 
by  tlic  ̂ jin>  means  by  which  it  is  exercised. 

**  ;  Thai  we  approve  of  the  con- 
duct ritish  Convention,  who  though 

aaaa^Hi  by  iorce,  have  not  been  answered 
bj  argument,  and  who,  unlike  tiie  meni- 
biers  of  a  certain  assembly,  have  no  inte- 
f«sl  distiuct  from  the  common  body  of  llie 

people, 
•'  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  re- 

-V  '    "T  be  transmitted  to  citizen  William 
secretary  to  the  British  Cunven- 

i,v,.»  ",.u  is  now  imprisoned  under  colour 
gf  law  m  the  Tolbootn  of  F^iinbur^h. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  now 
pttsed  be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

*•  Kesolvcd,  That  the  rcsuluiions  now 
pSMed  be  signed  by  the  chairman  and  se- 

cretary." 
Gentlemen,  you  observe  that  these  rcsolu- 

ftoni  itnrHifi  an  unoualified  approbation  of 
til  lings  of  this  Scotch  Coavention^ 
at,  .  allude,  inteUigibly  enough,  to  a 
rr  o  resort,  if  it  should  become  ncces- 

ia.;_  rce,  for  the  recover}',  of  what  is 

A.  D.  1794-. 

uTMlerMood  to  be,  I  heir  rights.  It  is  to  be 
observed  upon  thi«*,  th.il  s\t.  Home  Tmtkf» 
was  in  the  ch:i!  '  itietwoftrsl  '  .^ 
were  voted,  :ii  left  the 
wards,  when  ii.-ii  im  imik  the  cijat  .  wmt* 
tlier  Mr.  Twike  absolutely  retire'!,  does  not 
appear  by  the  evidence,  one  way  or  other:  he 
certainly  was  riot  ui  the  chair. 

The  nest  h  a  paper  found  upon  Adams^ 
which  imports  to  be  a  letter  from  Hardy, 
and,  among  other  purposes,  to  give  notice  of 
an  anniversary  dinner  of  the  ix)ndon  Cor- 
resnondinw  Society,  upon  the  20th  of  January ; 
ana  he  also  sends  copies  of  an  indictment 
against  Margarot,  in  Scotland, 

Upon  the  *24th  of  January,  1794,  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  Avas  present,  and  Mariin  being  present, 
there  is  a  motion  that  the  address  of  ttie  Lon- 

don Corref^ponding  Society  shall  be  inserted 
in  the  bo«.)ks  of  this  society  ;  it  will  be  neces- 

sary that  that  should  be  read.  It  was  ob- 
served, on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Home 

Tooke,  that  the  address  that  was  ordered  to 
be  entered,  has  no  date  given  to  it  in  the  reso- 

lution ;  that  therefore  there  is  no  knowing 
exactly  what  atldress  was  referred  to;  that  is 
for  yoMT  consideration,  the  fact  being  that 
this  is  a  transaction  upon  the  24th,  and  that 

upon  the  '20th,  at  the  Globe-tavcm,  there 
was  an  address  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  agreed  upon,  which  was  of  an 
extraordinary  nature,  and  must  have  been 
at  that  time,  extremely  well  known,  and  the 
subject  of  conversation ;  and,  unless  the 
contrary  appears,  I  should  imagine  you  will 
not  find  much  ditficully  in  supposing  that 
that  was  the  address  which  b  there  described* 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  fot  Coiifiti« 
tutional   Information,  held  at  the  Crown 
ajid  Anchor-la vcru,  Strand,  Friday,   Sith 
January,  ir94,  , Presekt, 

*'  Mr.  John  Pearson  in  the  chair,'' 
*-  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  count  Zenobio,  Ml 

Frost,  Mr.  Bonney,  rev.  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr^ 
J»  WiUidms,  Mr.  Stark,  Mr.  Banks,  Mr, 
Rult,  Mr-  Bonham,  Mr.  Kydd,  captiui 
Gawler,  Mr.  Wardle,  Mr.  llolcroft.  Ml 
Jennings,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  John  Martin. 

"  A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be 

"  Resolved,  That  the  most  excellent  a<M 
dress  of  the  London  Corresponding  .Society^ 
be  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  society,  and 

that  the  King's  speech  to  His  *  parlia- ment be  inserted  uwoer  it,— In  order  that 
they  may  be  always  ready,  for  the  perpetual 
reference  of  I  he  members  of  lids  society, 

during  the  cuutinuance  of  the  present  un- 
fortunate war ;  and  that,  in  pemetuam  rei 

mcmoriara,  they  may  be  printca  together, 
in  one  sheet,  at  the  Happy  conclusion  of  it ; 
which  happy  eonclusion,  according  to  the 
present  protperota  appearances,  wc  hope 
and  believe  not  to  he  many  n 
"*  An  amendment  vfa--    ̂  
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'  between  the-'Ailds  His  and  ParliameDt, <  the  word  HonokrahU  should  be  inserted/ 
"  Honourable  vns  withdrawn. 
'<  Another  amendment  was  then  moved, 

<That  between  the  words  His  and  Par- 
<  liament,  the  word  FaUl^l  should  be  in- 
'scrtcd.' 

«  Faithful  was  withdrawn. 
<'And    it   was    unanimously   resolved, 

'That  His  and  His  only,  is  the  proper 
<  epithet  for  parliament  upon  the  present 
*  occasion.' 

^  The  resolution  then  passed  unanimous- 
ly, in  its  original  form. 

•*  Resolv^,  That  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  have  deserved  well  of  their 

country. 

«  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  or- 
dered to  ̂ 49£lue  forty  thousand  copies  of 

theaddMKfre  speech,  and  these  resolu- 
tions, ioVJprinted  on  one  sheet,  and  pro- 
perly dUlnmited  in  England,  Scotland,  and 

Ireland. 

<<  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be 
published  in  the  newspapers." 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Maclean  then  produced  a 

paper  found  at  Adams's,  which  is  proved  by 
Mr.  Woodfall  to  be  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Tooke ;  that  paper  is  a  minute  of  these  reso- 

lutions. With  re^rd  to  all  that  part  of  the 

paper  which  contains  remarks  upon  the  kinjg's 
speech,  it  certainly  has  no  immediate  refer- 

ence to  this  particular  case ;  and  therefore, 
though  it  is  impossible  not  to  disapprove  ex- 

tremely of  it,  and  to  lament  that  such  liber- 
ties should  be  taken,  upon  any  occasion,  with 

a  solemn  act  of  slate,  which  the  king's  speech 
in  parliitment  is,  yet  it  ought  not  to  influence 
beyond  its  proper  bearing ;  and  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  to  have  any  influence  to  preju- 

dice the  prisoner,  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  upon  the 
Ereseut  inquiry.  It  was  wrong,  no  doubt, 
ut  it  does  not  apply  directly  to  this  case  : 

why  it  should  have  been  published,  in  this 
manner,  so  anxiously,  togetner  with  that  ad- 

dress of  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  is 
very  inexplicable.  The  fact  was  so,  and  here 
is  a  formidable  resolution,  that  forty  thousand 
copies  of  this  address,  speech,  and  resolution, 
should  be  published  upon  one  ̂ ect  of  paper. 
You  find,  in  the  evidence,  some  reason  to 
doubt  whether  they  did  always  publish  copies 
quite  to  the  extent  of  the  resolutions  passed, 
upon  the  resolution  this  appears  to  be  a  very 
anxious  dispersion  of  that  address,  and  of  those 
other  papers. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  witness  is  James  Da- 
vidson ;  he  says  he  is  a  printer ;  that,  before 

the  SOth  of  January,  he  was  applied  to  to  print 
the  Address,  and  that  he  had  printed  the  copy 
of  it,  which  is  now  produced,  by  the  order  of 
Mr.  Thelwall,  and  that  copy  was  found  in  the 
possession  of  Adams,  and  this  is  the  Address 
of  the  80th  of  January,  at  the  Globe-Uvem, 
which  has  not  before  Men  read  to  you^  but 
which  must  now  be  nad. 

Trial  qfJdtn  Home  Tooke  [640 

<*  AT  A  GENERAL  MEEnNO "  OF  THE 

*'  LONDON  COURESPONDTNG  SOCIETY, 

«  Held  at  the  Globe  TiLVEBjr,  Strmnd, 

'*  On  MONDAY tke90lh  Day qf  JANUARY^ 

'"17M. 

''CITIZEN  JOHN  MARTIN,  »  the 
CHAIR. 

**  The  following  Address  to  fbe  Piopia  of 
Great  Britam  and  Ireland  was  read  tad 

agreed  to. 
''  CiTizEirs ;— We  find  the  ntticm  in- 

volved in  a  war,  b^  wbich,  in  the  coune  of 
ONE  Campaign,  immense  ttiimbers  of  our 
coontrymen  have  been  slaughtered ;  a  vast 
expense  has  been  incurred,  our  Trade,  Com- 

merce, and  Manufiu^tories,  are  almost  de- 
stroyed, and  man^f  of  our  Maniifaetaters 

and  Artists  are  ruined,  and  their  fiuniiies starving. 

'^  To  athl  to  onr  affliction,  we  have 
reason  to  expect,  that  other  taxes  will  soon 
be  added  to  the  intolerable  load  of  imposts 
iMid  impositions  with  which  we  8f€  already 
overwhelmed ;  for  the  purpose  of  defiraving 
the  expenses  which  have  been  ineinred,  in 
a  firuitless  crusade,  to  re-establish  the  odwus 
despotism  of  France. 

"  When  we  contemplate  the  principles  of 
this  war,  we  confess  ourselves  to  be  unable 
to  approve  of  it,  as  a  measure,  either  of 
justice  or  discretion; — and  if  we  are  to 
form  our  calculation  of  the  result,  from 
what  has  already  passed,  we  can  only  look 
forward  to  defeat  and  the  eternal  disgrace 
of  the  British  name. 

*'  While  we  are  thus  engaged  in  an  ex- 
pensive and  ruinous  and  foreign  war ;  our 

state  at  home  is  not  less  deplorable. 
•*  We  arc  every  day  told,  by  those  per- 

sons who  are  interested  in  supporting  the 
Corruption  List,  and  an  innumerable  Host 
of  Sinecure  Placemen,  that  the  Constitution 
of  England  is  the  perfectiott  of  human 
wisdom;  that  our  laws  (we  should  rather 
say,  Thei^  laws)  are  the  perfection  of  jus- 

tice ;  and  XhsiUheir  Administration  of  those 
laws  is  so  impartial  and  so  ready,  as  to 
afibrd  an  equal  remedy,  both  to  the  rich 
and  to  the  poor;  by  means  of  which,  we 
are  said  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of  absolute 
freedom,  and  ttiat  our  Rights  and  libcarties 
are  so  well  secured  to  us  as  to  render  all 
invasion  of  them  impossible. 

"  When  we  ask,  how  we  aucnr  these 
transcendant  privileges;  we  are  referred  to 
MAGNA  CHARTA,  and  the  BIU  of 
RIGHTS;  and  t)ie  glorious  REVOLCJ- 
TION  in  the  year  1688.  is  held  out  tft  i%aft 
the  bulwark  of  British  liber^. 

'<  CiTiZEHS  ;-:- We  have  ̂ enii&.  to 
.  Magna  Ckarta^  to  the  Bill  ̂ Rutliit  ■■!  to 

the  Bavolution  and  W( 



ttet  our  anccttors  did  establish  wise  snd 
^ftolesome  laws  ;  but  we  ns  certainly  find, 
^butf  of  the  venerable  Constitution  of  our 
flDCMtors,  hardly  a  vestige  remains, 

*•  The  only  Chapters  of  the  Great  Char- 
ier, which  are  now  in  legal  existence,  are 

the  14th  and  39th. 

•<  The  important  proylsion  of  the  14th 
Chapter,  runs  thus : 

*•  *  A  Freeman  shall  not  be  amerced  for 
B  small  fault,  but  alter  the  manner  of  the 
lault ;  and  for  a  great  fault  after  the  great- 
titis  thereof,  saving  to  him  his  contene- 
nient ;  and  a  Merchant  likewise,  saving  to 
him  his  merchandize;  and  any  other's 
^Iktin  than  ours  shall  be  hkcwise  amerced, 
saring  to  him  hk$  wainage ;  and  none  of 
the  said  amerciaments  shall  be  a^«essed, 
but  by  the  oath  of  honest  and  lawful  men 
of  the  Vicinage/ 

**  But  by  the  usurped  power  of  the 
judffes,  in  assessing  Fines  (and  what  Fines !) 
Ilk  the  cases  of  Misdemeanor ;  this  glorious 
Hight  of  the  Subject,  of  having  these  lines 

>  assessed  by  the  Jury  (the  only  possible 
'protection  firom  slavery  and  the  vilest  op^ 

'  »n),  is  unjustly  and  infamously  ra- ffom  us, 

*  The  provision  of  the  39th  chapter  runs 
tilUS: 

•»  *  No  Freeman  shall  be  taken  or  ira- 
frtsoned,  or  be  disseised  of  his  freehold,  or 
bcrUes,  or  free  customs,  or  be  outlawed  or 

>•  exiled,  or  any  otherwise  destroyed,  nor  we 
'will  not  pass  u[>on  him,  nor  condemn  him, 
^liut  by  the  lawful  iudgment  of  his  peers,  or 
by  the  law  of  the  Ian  J  We  will  sell  to  no 
man,  we  will  not  deny,  or  defer  to  any  man, 
either  justice  or  right/ 

"  The  various  methods  now    in   con- 
0taDt   practice  by  which   the   benefits  of 
1^15    provision    are   totally  defeated    and 
destroyed,  migtit  induce  us  to  suppose,  that 
the  GREAT  CHARTER  has  been  repeal- 

if  we  did  not  assuredly  know,  that  it  is 
ffbe  fundamental  basis  of  our  constitution  ; 

even  the  HEAL  representatives  of 
people  (much  less  the  miserable  nomi- 
of  HEI.STONE  and  OLD  SARUM) 

we  not  the  right,  nor  ̂ as  we  trust  it  will 
fbutid  by  experien£e)  llie  POW  ER  to  re- 
rL    Yet  what  do  we  find  in   practice? 

rnconEtitutioiiai   and  illegal   INFORM  A - 
IONS  E\  uFFlCIO,th&t  is, the  arbitrary 

Pill  of  the  king**  Attorney  General,  usurp- 
ig  the  office  of  the  ACCUSING  Jury ; 

'  the  interested  oath  of  a  vile  common  : 
ifbrtncr,  with  the  jutlgment  of  as  vile  a 
immon  trading  or  pensioned  jostlce,  sub- 

^  in  the  room  of  our  birthright,  an ipartial  trial  bjf  our  count fy. 
**  Add  to  this,  that  the  exorbitant  ex* 

ftnw  of  judicial   |»roceedings,  the   novel 
■^     ;tice  ot  artitmrtly  and  repeatedly  an* 

iliing  the  verrhcts  of  juries,  and  the  dila- 
f  practice  of  the  coWts,  most  openlV 
ahaanefiilly  contradict  tbc  dause  which 

VOJU  XXV. 

forbids  the  denial,  the  delay,  afid  t]ie  sale  of 

juMfioe. "  A  man  accused  of  Felony  (for  which 
by  the  cotomim  haw  of  England,  his  hfe  and 
goods  are  forfeited)  may  be  bailed  on  find- 

ing two  sureties  for  Joriy  pounds  each  ; 
but  upon  a  ciwrge  of  MISDEMEANOUR 
by  word$  only,  bail  to  the  amount  of  ONE 
niOUSAIiiD  FOUNDS  has  been  de- 
manded, 

"  Upon  conviction  also,  for  such  misde- 
meanour, enormous  fines,  long  and  cruel 

imprisonments  unknown  to  our  ancient 
laws,  and  unsanctioned  by  any  new  statutes, 

have  of  late  (and  but  of  late')  been  too  fre- 
quently and  too  oppressively  inflicted.  And 

all  this,  although  by  this  bill  of  rights  it  is 
declared,  that '  excessive  bail  shall  not  be 
demanded,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punish* 
ments  iudicted/ 

«  If  we  look  to  IRELAND  we  find  that 
acknowledged  privilege  of  the  people,  to 
meet  for  the  support  and  protection  of  their  | 
rights  and  liberties,  is  attempted,  by  terror,^ 
to  be  taken  away  by  a  late  infamous  act  of 
prl lament :  Whilst  titles  of  liouour!  No, 
but  of  dishonour,  are  lavished ;  and  new 
sources  of  corruption  opened,  to  gratify  the 
greedy  prostitution  of  those,  who  arc  the 
instruments  of  this  oppression. 

"  In  SCOTLAND,  the  Wicked  Hand  of  | 
Power  has  been  impudently  exerted,  with- 

out even  the  wretched  formality  of  an  act 
of  Parliament,  Magistrates  have  forcibly 
intruded  into  the  peacefWl  and  lawful 
meetings  of  Freemen ;  and,  by  force  (not 
only  without  law,  but  agsuost  law)^  have, 
untter  colour  of  magisterial  office,  inter- 

rupted their  deliberations,  and  prevented 
their  association. 

•<  The  wisdom  and  good  conduct  of  the 
BRmsn  CONVENTION  at  Edinburgh, 
has  been  such  as  to  defy  their  bitterest 
enemies  to  name  the  law  which  they  have 
broken;  notwithstanding  which,  tlicir  pa- 

pers have  been  seized,  and  made  use  of  af 
evidence  against  them,  and  many  virtuous 
and  meritorious  individuals,  have  been,  a» 
cruelly  as  unjustly  for  their  virtuous  actiona 
disgraced  and  destroyed  by  infamous  and 
illegal  sentences  of  transportation.  And  i 
these  unjust  and  wicked  judgments  have 
been  executed  with  a  rancour  and  malig* 
nity,  never  before  known  in  this  land  ;  our 
respectable  and  beloved  Fellow-citizena 
have  been  cast  FFiTE&tD  into  Dungeona 
amongst  felons  in  the  Hulks,  to  which  they 
were  not  sentenced. 

••  CiTiZEMS  ; — We  all  approve  the  scnti- 
roenls,  and  are  daily  repeating  the  words, 
for  which  these  our  respectable  and  var* 
luable  brethren  are  thus  unjustly  and  in« 
humanly  suffering.  We  loo,  associate  io 
order  to  obtain  a  lair,  free,  and  full  repre- 
•entation  of  the  people  in  a  house  of  reat 
national  representatives.  Are  we  als» 
willing  to  be  treated  as  Fblok^  for  claim* 

«  T 
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8'  ig  this  our  inherent  right,  wbkK  Ve  are etermined  never  to  forego  hut  with  our 
lives,  and  which  nbne  wt  thieves   and 
traitors  can  wish  to  withhold  from  us? 
Ck>ntider,  it  is  one  and  tin  same  comipt 
and  corrupting  influence  whicl<  at  this  time 
domineers  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Eng- 

land.   Can  you  helieve  that  those  who 
send   virtuous  Irishmen,  and  Scotchmen 
fettered  wiUi  felons  to  Botany  Bay,  do  not 
ifieditate  and  wilt  not  attempt  to  seise  the 
first  moment  to  send  us  after  them  P    Or, 
if  we  had  not  just  cause  to  apprehend  the 
same  inhuman  treatment;  if  instead  of  the 
most  imminent  danger,  we  were  in  perfect 
safety  from  it;  should  we  not  disdain  to 
enjoy  any  liberty  or  privilege  whatever,  in 
which  our  honest  Iiisn  and  Scotch  brethren 
did  not   equally  and  as  fully  participate 
with  us  P    Their  cause  then  and  ours  is  the 
same.     And   it   is  both    our   duty  and 
our  interest  to  stand  or  fall  together.    The 
Irish  parliament  and  the  Srotch  judges, 
actuated  by  the  same  English  influence, 
have  brought  us   directly  to   the  point 
There  is  no  farther  step  beyond  that  which 
they  have  taken.    We  are  at  issue.    We 
must  now  choose  at  once  ̂ ther  libertjr  or 
slavery  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity. 
Will  you  wait  till  BARRACKS  are  erected 
in  every  village,  and  till  juAndued  Hessians 
and  Hanoverians  are  upon  us  ? 

•<  You  may  ask  perhaps,  by  what  means shall  we  seek  redress  ? 

<<  We  answer,  that  men  in  a  state  of 
civilizCid  society  are  bound  to  seek  redress 
of  the  grievances  from  the  laws;  as  long  as 
any  redress  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws. 
But  our  common  Master  whom  we  serve 
(whose  law  is  a  law  of  liberty,  and  whose 
service  is  perfect  freedom)  has  taught  us 
not  to  expect  to  gather  grapes  from  thorns, 
nor  figs  from  thistles.  We  must  have  re- 

dress from  our  own  laws  and  not  from  the 
laws  of  our  plunderers,  enemies,  and  op- 
pressors. 

"  THERE  IS  NO  REDRESS  FOR  A 
NATION  CIRCUMSTANCED  AS  WE 
ARE,  BUT  IN  A  FAIR.  FREE,  AND 
FULL  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE 
PEOPLE. 

«  RESOLVED,  that  during  the  ensuing 
session  of  parliament,  the  general  commit- 

tee of  this  society  do  meet  daily  for  the 
|iurpose  of  patching  the  proceedings  of  the 
pariiameatand  of  the  administration  of  the 
government  of  tliis  country.  A  nd  that  u)>on 
the  first  inuoduction  of  any  bill,  or  motion 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  such 
as,  for  LANDING  FOREIGN  TROOPS 
IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  or  IRELAND,  for 
suspending  the  HABEAS  CORPUS  ACT, 
fvr  pruclaiming  MARTIAL  LAW,  OR 
FOR  PREVENTING  THE  PEOPLE 
FROM  MEETING  IN  SOCIETIES  for 
CONSTITUTIONAL     INFORMATION, 

or  any  CmiER  INNOVATION  tf  a  »» 
milar  natute^'that,  on  aqy  of  thote.ttnir- 
gencies,  the  geoenl commitlee  abaliiBK 
summonses  to  the  dekgataa  of  aach.  divi* 
noni  and  also  to  the  aocretariea  of  tiie  ̂  
ferent  societiea  affiliated  Jand  corwaynhding 
with  thb  sodiety,  forthwith  to  call  a  0& 
NERAL  CONVENTION  of  tbePBWLB^ 
to  be  held  at  such  place  and  in  aucha  man- 
net  as  shall  be  specified  in  the  aimanoiis 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  ineamwi 
into  then-  oonsidenition. 

**  Besdved,  that  the  pfecedia^.Addma 
and  Resolution,  be  wied  by  the  chabiniiiy 
and  printed  and  piiblishedw 

«  J.  MARTIN^  ciuiEMAV. 

«  T.  HARDY,  SMBBTAaT**. 
Gentlemen,  there  are  but  few  obeervatiana 

to  be  submitted  to  you  at  piesent  upon  this 
paper ;  you  have  heard  it  read,  and  there  b 
nothing  equivocal  in  the  eipressions,  till  you 
come  to  that  which  seems  to  be  the  result  of 

the  whole  of  the  resolutions,  namely,  ̂   That 
there  is  no  redress  for  a  nation,  drcumstaaced 
as  we  are,  but  in  a  fair,  firee,  and  fiill  lepresen- 
tationof  thepeople.'*  Now  the  short  ques- 

tion, that  is  submitted  to  your  judgnent, 
upon  that  is — Do  these  people  speak  of  a  re- 

dress to  be  obtained  by  a  fiiU,  fair^  and  free 
representation  of  the  people,  who  nave  said,, 
that  there  b  no  redress  to  be  had  from  the 
laws;  who  have  said,  that  they  must  seek 
redress  from  themselves;  that  th^  cannot 
have  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  fies  from  this- 

tles P — Can  they  mean  to  have  that  full,  fair, 
and  free  representation  of  the  people  by  any 
course  of  law,  or  in  any  ordinary  course  of 
the  government  and  constitution  of  the  coun- 

try ;  or  must  they  necessarily  be  understood 
to  mean  that  they  will  have  that  fair,  full, 
and  free  representation  of  the  people  by  their 
own  force,  and  by  their  own  strength,  inde- 

pendent of  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 
the  country  ? 

Gentlemeu,  the  next  is  a  paper  found  upon 
Adams,  dated  the  twenty-fourth  of  January, 
1704,  which  purports  to  be  a  letter  from 
Hardy,  as  secretary  of  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society,  signifying,  that  by  order  of 
the  Society,  he  transmittedto  them  copies  of 
their  late  publication ;  that  is  the  address  of 
the  twentieth  of  January;  you  recollect  the 

paper  read  was  found  upon  Adams. 
William  Walker  is  then  called  to  prove  the 

hand- writing  of  one  John  Martin,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  Margarot,  at  the  Tolbooth,  Edin- 

burgh, which  letter  bears  date  the  twenU- 
second  of  January,  1794.  In  thb  letter  be 
speaks  of  the  meeting  of  the  twentieth,  and 
ofhimself  being  in  the  chair:  he  gives  an  ac- 

count how  every  thing  passed,  and  of  anotlier 
general  meeting  being  intended,  for  the  pur- 

pose of  obtaining  a  subscription  for  the  per- 
sons in  prison  in  Scotland ;  there  are  a  ̂aX 

many  indecent  and  insolent  obaenrationi, 
upon  a  circuihstance  which  happaoad  «)nb 
the  kiiig  was  cetuming  fin>ai  tM 



says 

■fpfti 

for  High  Treat^n* 

Wf%t  \  could  nvrite  strange  thtng5, 
but  he  forbean,  and  mentions  iKat  a  person 
of  th€  name  of  Gay,  whom  he  calJs  citizen 
0*T,  siiy*  triore  than  I  dare  write.  I  do  nal 

find  that  there  is  any  other  explanation  at- 
tempted of  thai  passage,  than  that  there  was 

^  yi«rvi.p  /«f'  ihe  name  of  Gay,  of  Duke-street, 
V-  rr,  proposed  as  a  member  of  the 
C-  'iial  Society  by  Mr.Tookc  ;  but  as 
to  whether  such  a  person  was  proposed,  or 
not  pTt»poscd,  or  who  or  what  he  was,  if  he 
says  what  this  man  dare  not  write,  it  does  not 
aecDi  (o  amount  to  any  thing ;  an<l  I  hardly 

k  it  is  necessary  that  you  shoidd  hear  this 
lerofthe  twenty-second  of  January,  UOI, 

;  I  wish  to  avoid,  if  possible,  a  repetition 
the  rilialdry  that  is  in  it,  respecting  the 

person  of  the  king,  perhaps  it  may  be  as  well 
that  il  shtiuld  not  be  reaa,*UBless  desired  by 
the  coun«^l  on  either  side. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  paper  pro- 

"  by  Walsh,  found  in  the  possesion  of e  Saint,  at  Norwich  ;  il  is  a  letter  addressed 

.  Charles  CorbeU,  by  St,  Mary's  Church, 
h,  dated   the   eleventh  of  January, 
gned  Thomas  Hanly;  that  letter  must 

"  London,  Jnnuarjf  I IM,  1794. 
**  Fellow  Citizens ;— I  have  just  received 

A  letter  from  citizen  Marearot  at  Edin- 

burgh, with  some  of  the  Edinburgh  Gazet- 
leers,  where  you  will  see  that  citizen  Skirv- 

log  is^  found  guihy,  and  sentenced  fur  four- 
teen )ear5  transportation  to  Botany  Bay. 

Mjjgarot's  Irml  comes  ne-\t,  he  meets  it 
Willi  great  firmness  and  resolution.  I  have 

IK)  time  to  make  my  comments  on  the  pro- 
ceedings but  1  tliink  our  opponents  are 

cutting  their  own  throats  as  fast  as  they 
cau*  Now  is  the  time  for  us  lo  do  sorae- 
ihinz  worttiy  of  men,  the  brave  defenders 
oflibcrtv,  south  of  the  English  clianneJ, 
are  ptrfurming  wonders,  drivmg  their  ene- 

mies before  them  hkc  cliaff  before  the  whirl- 
wind Margarottellsmcthatbe  has  not  time 

to  write  lo  you  just  now,  but  he  hopes  to 
have  time  very  soon,  when  his  trial  is  over, 
«nd  immured  in  a  prison..  The  London 
Corresponding  Society  is  to  have  a  ge- 

neral meet  it  ig,  and  an  anniversary  dinner 
on  31oDd^i>  the  20lh  instant  at  the  Globe 

tavnn  '^ir  !ul.  I  have  &ent  you  some  of 
I^I.j  ml  Skirving's  indictment,  with 
iw  ^  t  :i pamphlet  on  brewing;  he 
is  a  member  o(  our  sodely,  tlie  author;  if 

you  approve  of  it,  you  may  put  it  in  prac- 
tice, and  be  a  great  saving  to  many  fami- 

liea^  also  a  dimmution  of  the  revenue,  for 
every  one  brewing  their  own  beer  pay  no 
duty  fur  it,  eicuBc  haste;  I  stUl  remain, 

&c.  (Signed)  Tno,  IIarhy." 

|h  Th«  material  passase  in  this  letter  is  this— 
^.Now  ift  the  time  for  us  to  do  »omething « « ■     I    ^^ —  ■-  —  »*t.^  . 

:    •  Martin's  letter  is  inserted  in  the  Trial  of 
•griioom  Uardy,  ani^  Vol  %^,  p.  477. 

A.  D.  vm. 
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worthy  of  inco ;"  and  then  by  way  of  some 
explanation  of  what  that  something  should 

be,  he  eocs  on  to  say,  "  the  brave  defen- 
ders of  liberty,  south  of  the  English  Channel, 

are  performing  wonders,  driving  their  ene- 
mies before  them,  hkc  chalT  Irforc  the  whirl- 

wind.*' New  whcllicT  he  me  I?  -  '"  '^"e  the 
enemies  belone  him,  a«.  the  dt^  hcr- 
ty  did  on  the  south  of  the  Tiu  unel, 

or  no,  you  must  collect ;  he  d6c?«  not  tell  uj 
what  It  is  that  he  means  should  be  if  one, 

Tfjere  is  a  pa?<^:1gc  in  th»*  laifer  part  of  it, 
which  is  only  si  stroke  of  malignity,  and  not 

worth  paying  wny  attention  to,  that  is  recorn- 
mending  a  melhud  of  brewing  beer  that  will 
operate  twu  ways — to  save  his  friends  money, 
and  to  t>e  a  duninution  of  the  revenue. 

Walsh  then  produced  another  paper,  dated 
the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  from  Hardy,  lo 

a  person  in  St.  Mary's,  Norwich,  m  which 
there  arc  passages  ot  pretty  much  the  samo 
nature  witn  the  last;  that  must  be  read, 

[Vide  p.  S02  of  this  Volume,] 

Gentlemen,  we  return  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Constitutional  Society.  Upon  the  seventh 
of  February,  179  J,  Mr.  Home  Tooke  being 
present,  it  was  moved,  that  a  circular  letter 
should  be  sent  to  each  member,  with  a  state- 

ment of  the  case  of  Sinclair,  in  order  to  soli- 
cit a  subscription  for  him.  Maclean  produced 

a  paper  found  at  Adam^^s,  and  it  appears  by 
Mr,  Wootlfall's  e\'idence,  that  this,  which  is  a 

rough  draft  of  the  resolution,  has  Mr.  Tooke'S 
hand  to  parts  of  it,  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Tooke;  the  letter  is  atgned  John  Home 
Tooke ;  it  must  be  read. 

[Vidt  p.  204  of  this  \'olurac,] 
Gentlemen,  observations  upon  this  lette^j 

are  made  to  you  on  both  sides.    On  the 
of  the  prosecution,  they  state,  that  this  nj 

3uahlied  approbation  of  Mr.  Sincldir's  con*j 
uct,  brines  home  lo  Mr.  Home  Tooke  al' 

the  proceedings  in  Scotland— import <>  his  e» 
tire  assent  to  these  proceedings ;  and  produces^ 
a  degree  of  responsibility  for  tliem.  On  thttj 
other  hand,  they  say  that  this  is  too  much 
be  inferred,  because  the  ̂ reat  object  was 
solicit  a  subscription  ibr  Sinclair,  which 
scriplion  might  well  be  solicited,  by  a  pi 
wlio  thought  he  had  suffered,  without 
person  who  solicited  the  subscription  app 
ing  of  all  that  he  had  done,  which  had  broikgl 
on  those  sufferings ;  that  I  think  is  hardly  to 
be  allowed  to  be  a  just  observation  upon  the 
evidence ;  because  it  was  not  necessary  to 
declare,  that  he  had  conducted  himselt  in  a 
manner  that  was  satisfactory  to  the  society, 
unless  they  really  approved  of  his  conduct ; 
then  a  farther  observation  arises  upon  it, 
which  ift,  that  as  far  as  is  to  be  collected  frota 
this  letter,  the  writer  of  il,  and  the  society 
who  directed  it  to  be  written,  understood  all 

these  proceedings  in  Scotland,  to  have  had 

the  distinct  object  in  view  of  a  parliamentiir-y 
rfforoi,  (Uul  no  raorci  aud  this  letter  cuiu 



«7J         SSG^flGBlU. 
chides  with  suppusu^g,  thai  tWL  w^,»tid  U,  |  found  m^pi  i^iA^fkl^  Sgl^fpfctii 
the  objea  wjiicfi  ibcy  mc^n  lo  ̂ uthiK ;  whe- 1  of  Maic^  179^  AnJB^  Mjmiol  to  m 
tber  timt  is  the  g^Qume  seu^  of  these  per- 1  at  Nar?vicb.    U  Bpnks  of  tJiJB  j!raivjt 

found  mop^ 
ofMMc^n<Hb*W 

or  whether  It  was  nruper^  that  the  Icllior  ■  bieiog  ouL  ma  fuiye^  of  patisncftioD; 
d  be  couceive^l  iu  these  term s^  cod ^bleut  i  exhorUIOAm  to  persevere #  ftod  tiatoff  hno|f|| 

williliic  general  [»iim  of  the  business  llieo  in 
uatalioa^  la  for  yoti  to  collect,  from  ilie  %rhole 
^^  of  the  evuiepce-  I  only  ̂ ta^e  to  you 
hovthey  put  Ihc  ob&erviitbn  on  both  sides. 

pfUtlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  h 
tiie  proceedings  of  the  fouriefiUh  of  Febni^y, 

Mr.  ̂ orDe  'looke  being  theo  i|)  ̂ e  chair ; 
mit  I  ttiink  that  relates  only  to  this  letter, 
vfakh  was  th£rL  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 

jfhilrinanf  and  prmledj  and  sent  to  th^  mem- 
pm  of  the  society.  On  the  seventh  of  March 
tbnre  was  9  meeting  of  ̂he  ConsUmtioniU  So- 

te^ty■  I^f'  lioroe  looke  present,  when
  they 

tH^  }ette^  from  Sinclair;  9Qd  the)'  r^&cj}ved 
t  th^  fium  of  twenty  guinetis  be  p^fd  to 
;i  at  Edinburgh ;  and  jflial  the  s^im  of  ten 

tKNind^  having  been  paid  to  Sinclair  |jy  Wil- 
liams, that  ih^  secretary  repay  Williams. 

They  then  read  a  letter  fTom  Margarot  to 
tile  Norwlcli  Societies,  dated  the  twenty- 
^Dinlh  of  November,  1703^  which  was  found 
E  Sain  I ;  in  which  he  gives  sonic  history 

esc  Eilinbureh  pfoceedlnga ;  and  it  wUj 

'oper*  I  thiiS^  tha^  ym  m^^iid  heu  that » 

[Vide  p.  £06  of  tl^0  VoltrnieJ 

The  use  they  mide  of  this  paper  wa§  pnn« 
cipaUy  to  show  the  nature  of  this  couvention ; 
but  the  cireutnsUtice  mentioned  iii^t.  namely, 
ihat  the  greatest  hiopes  were  from  the  coun- 

try— from  Scotland,  where  the  writer  tlien 
was,  may  be  worthy  of  observation ;  because 
the  nutnocr  of  the  people,  who  were  supposed 
toeotertaip  this  opinion  for  parjiianicntary  re^ 
foimi  >njd  to  be  engaged  in  these  societies,  if 
once  brought  into  action,  might  be  a  very 
Contiderable  body  of  people ;  and  extremely 
capable  of  producing  a  very  great  cilect  upon 
Ihe  government  of  the  country. 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  was  a  letter  of 
the^condof  I>ecember,  from  Gerrald  and 
JjHargtirDt,  to  Har%  j  which  was  produced  by 
Ctuinell ;  it  relates  to  a  proposition  which  had 
keen  made,  for  tlidr  reiurnmg  from  Scotland 
M  floon  as  the  business  of  the  convention  was 
oyer;  it  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  one  or 
both  remainiDg  there ;  that  tbey  were  lo  visit 
the  diHerent  societieSf  and  endeavour  to  con> 
nect  them  ̂   with  this  society  ;  and  that  it 
iras  there  fore  of  great  con^quence  that  they 
vhouM  u(»t  be  lemoved,  both  of  ihem;  it 
apeaks  ol  the  convention  going  on  with  great 
•pirit,  and  of  the  resolution  that  they  had 
«ame  to^  that  they  were  to  assemble  by  order 
of  a  Secret  Committee,  in  the  circumstances 
that  are  expreasfd  in  the  resolution ;  it  speaks 
Af  Sinclair  as  if  lie  was  abatidonQd  bv  hii  o¥m 
aodety.  Thii^  goes  to  sliow,  tliai  tne  consti- 
ttitionkl  Sucieiy  diii  not  appear  to  be  veri/' 
liearty  in  the  buaine^  of  Ihat  dela^lJon. 
Gemlemeot  ibe  tti^il  evidence  is  a  loiter 

retoltitMo  to  feaewn  in  the  f*ii|et|i^ipiii» 
enngedin. 
Then  NMean  prodmsM  a 

4dapi8^B  datod  the  tw^nlj-i 
1707,  hut  ptohahlj  H  mean*  179«  [ 
ter  itpm  Aabloa,  vihq  waa  aecr^laiy  ̂   im 
Shefiield9p<aeiy,to  Aim^  in  avfviw  to» 
lellt^T  of  AdaniVSy  Wlittoo  upon  thf  UMm 
that  n^onth ;  it  apeak^  ot  th^  ̂ Qcafi^  ifr 
Constitutional  InmjnatioD  having  ffWijttd 
twelve  rnemberifioni  SM^iAt  to  he  ̂ ittm 
ciated  to  ihi-m;  it  coilgraUilatef  the  Soaplgr 
on  their  enlighteniitt  the  minda  ot  the  Peoples 
it  atatea  their  numfiv  U>  he  iopieem  iff  two 
thousand  four  hundred;  if  jou  recollect  the 
evidence,  it  is,  that  they  at  no  tiine  eaoeeded 
six  hundredL  and  a  fraction;  he  exprtnei 
himsdf,  and  his  aocie^,  to  be  diaaatiaied 
^frtth  the  conduct  of  the  Society  of  the  FiHoda 
of  the  People,  at  Free  Ifaaona  tavern;  end 
particularly  diaaatisiied  vith  their  anawfsr  to 
the  Constitutional  Society;  it  soeaka  of  their 
havinff  themselves  written  a  )etter  to  the 
FriendB  of  the  People;  and  that  they  had 
had  no  answer  as  yet;  but  that  they  had 
rec^ved  a  packet  from  the  Friends  of  tte 
People ;  that  th^  had  also  had  a  packet  fiom 
the  Friends  of  the  People  in  Southwark, 
which  they  approved  of;  probably  that  was  a 
packet,  containing  that  declaration,  which 
bad  those  exceptionable  words  in  it  of  repre- 

sentative government ;  it  speaks  of  corres< 
pondences  with  Manchester,  Birminsham, 
and  other  places;  and  expresses  the  nopes 
the  writer  entertains,  that  those  places  m^ 
now  become  useful  to  the  cause.  Mr.  Wood- 
fall  states,  that  there  is  a  word  interlined  in 

that  letter,  which  is  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke*s 
hand-writing ;  but  it  is  only  the  word  from  ; 
and  the  observation  which  it  occurs  to  me  to 

n^ike  upon  it  is,  that  the  paper  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  person  who  would  have  received 
it  in  the  regular  course,  without  Mr.  Home 
Tooke's  interference,  and  the  correction^  be« 
ing  in  a  particular  expression  grammatically 

inaccurate,  which  perhaps  Mr.  Home  Tooke*s correct  ear  or  eye  could  not  bear,  I  think  it  b 
very  likely,  that  this  alteration  of  the  word 
/roM  might  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Tooke, 
afier  th6  letter  had  sot  into  the  hands  of 

Adams ;  and  that  he  had  been  amusins  him- 
self with  nsaking  better  English  of  it  than  it 

was  before ;  beyond  which  it  does  notappjear 
to  me  that  any  observation  can  fainy  be 
pressed  against  Mr.  Tooke. 

liUizun  then  produced  a  paper  found  at 
Hardv's  of  the  fourth  of  March,  1793 ;  which 
ia  a  mii  of  a  letter  from  the  London  Ou^ 
Responding  Society,  upon  the  sulgect  ef  Mi^ 
tioning^  parliament ;  he  expresses  hi— eeifia 
conveyii^  the  sense  of  that  society;  'tfMft  it not  produce  anfopip;  biKt 



0t9] 

town  wqM  lake  a  pan  in  ii,4t:iU  they  thouid 
guA  grouLul;  Uii«  pa(>er  wili  be  read  to  you. 

"  4th  Mnrchf  I79S. 

**  Sir ;— The  London  Corresponding  80- 
tMiy  have  at  pi^nt  to  acknowled^^e  your 
last,  and  to  ftneirer  more  lully  jour  preced- 
iog  Inter. 

*•  Wiih  regard  to  petitioning  parliametjl, 
we  arc  unaniinuus  in  Uic  opinmn  that  such 
a  petition  will  not  produce  a  reforro  ;  yet, 
fronn  many  consideraiioos^  we  are  now  per- 

suaded that,  if  every  society  in  the  island 
wili  send  forward  a  petition,  we  shall  ulti- 

mately gain  ground  ;  for  as  much  as  it  will 
force  the  present  incnibcrs  of  the  senate  to 
repeatedly  di»cuM  the  »»l>ject,  and  their  de- 
JjbenAions  printed  in  the  di^erent  news- 

|iaper%  will  roost  naturally  awaken  the 
public  miud  towards  the  object  of  our  pur- 

suit The  nation  once  informed  thai  a  re- 

form in  parhament  is  sought  for  from  dif- 
fer«!Qt  quarters,  gives  rise  to  debates  in  the 
Iloufte  of  Commons,  and  is  acknowledged 
hy  erery  rank  to  be  wanting,  will  begin  to 
eierci«e  their  own  reason  on  this  subject; 
arrived  at  that  period,  we  presume  our 
bttftiaess  will  be  nearly  accoinptished, 

*'  lift  OS  then  closely  follow  up  our  Not- 
tiDghani  brethren  ;  let  every  society  peti- 

tion separately ;  let  every  week  furnish  a 
fresh  petition,  and  afford  a  fresh  debate. 
We  seek  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public ; 

petitions  on  our  part,  and  flections  on  the 
pajl  of  the  roini&tT)',  will  effectually  do  it; 
we  therefore  highly  approve  of  your  idea, 
and  will  ourselves  follow  it  up,  and  recom- 

mend it  to  all  the  oilier  societies  we  cor- 

respond with;  and,  withal,  we  recom- 
mend to  you  that  no  time  be  lost  in  so  doing. 

•*  With  you,  we  lament  the  evils  of  an 
imprudent  and  inconsiderate  war— a  war 
rather  eagerly  sought  for  the  advancement 
of  private  ends,  then  carefully  deprecated 
from  citni^iderattons  of  public  good ;  a  con* 
test  unfavourable  to  this  country,  whether 
either  France  or  desootism  gain  the  upper 
hand.  We  jom  with  you  m  grBtitude  to 
those  worthy  members  of  either  House  who 
have  endeavoured  to  avert  this  national  ca- 
Jajiitty.  to  whom  we  have  likewise  returned 
ntir  public  thanks;  and  we  remain,  with 
siocerrty  and  atfeclion, — your  friends  and 
lellow-mbourers, 

«  — .^-^  " 
No  signature. 

Addressed  "  Mr  Williara  Carnage, 

Sheffield.^ 
oeit  is  a  paper,  dated  the  tenth  of 
tfdS,  ligned  by  Margarot  and  Hardy, 

'10  one  Kilmm^ier,  the  accretary  lo 
Iba  Bmniiieham  Society ;  it  speaks  of  the  sa- 
ttf&dion  Uie  society  have,  in  reoetving  a 
ktler  frooi  Birmtngltam,  wliich  was  not  un- 
dtfilood  to  be  <o  well  aflccted  to  tbem  ;  and 
Ihere  ta  one  expression  in  it,  for  which  it 

be  Tv:;;^i.it  llaat  Ujq  New*  would  be  forced 

to  yield  to  tiie  jual  dcoaod  of  a  long  and 
opprea&ed  people. 

«  iOtk  June,  1793 

•*8ir; — It  is  with  singular  satisfacti 
Uie  committee  of  the  London  Correspo 

ing  Society  received  your  letter ;  they  _ 
very  glau  to  see  the  spirit  of  f^ecdo 

sprmgiug  up  in  Birmingham;  and  " make  no  doubt  but  that  Uie  zeal  of  yo 
society,  and  I  be  increase  of  your  mimbt 
will  soon  do  away  the  stiema  thrown  oH* 
your  town  by  the  unjustifiable  behaviour  of 
a  cluirch  and  kin^  mob.  Wc  are  entireljr 
of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity  of  a  geiioral  union ;  and  we  believe,  as 
you  do,  that  when  once  the  coimtry  shall 
have  so  united,  the  Neros  of  the  day  will 
be  forced  to  yield  to  the  just  demand  of  a 
long  and  sore  oppressed  j>eoplc. 

*'  Wjih  pleasure  we  accept  your  proffered 
correspondence,  and  carnoUy  be^  of  vou 
lo  let  u^  hear  from  your  society  hy  every 
opportunity.  Wc  wish  likewise  you  would 
point  out  to  us  some  sale  mode  of  convey* 
ance  for  such  informaUons  and  ptiblicationa 
as  we  may  think  necessary  to  be  trans- 

mitted to  you.  The  post  we  no  ways  rely 
on,  as  many  of  our  letters  have  already 
been  intercepted.  , 

"If  any  of  the  members  of  your  80ci«^ 
should  have  occasion  to  visit  this  metru^^ 
poiii,  we  hope  you  will  not  let  hitn  co 
without  a  letter  from  you,  and  that  while 
tlicy  .stay  here  they  wili  frequently  assist  at 
the  meeUngs  of  our  sevtrfni  divi^sioDs,  and 
by  thus  associating,  coninieuce  an  union 
which  we  hope  soon  to  see  spread  itself  all 
over  llritain. 

**  We  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  our 

grievances;  we  are  equally  well  informed 
thereon,  and  all  alike  thoroughly  con- 

vinced, that  nothing  short  of  aunyal  par- 
liaments and  universal  suffrage  can  restore 

to  us  that  degree  of  civil  liberty  we  are 

justly  entitled  to,  6cc.  &c. *<  M,  M.   c, 
'♦T,IL   ft. 

«  To  Mr.  T.  Kilminsler,  secretary  to 

the  Birmingham  Socielv  for  Con- 
stitutional Information. 

They  next  read  a  letler  firotn  Hardy,  dated 
the  6lh  of  October,  1793,  which  was  found 

among  Skirviug's  papers,  at  Edinburgh;  it 
proposes  to  him,  to  recommend  to  the  Lon^ 
don  Corresjmnding  Society,  to  send  delegalea 
to  the  British  ConveDtion  at  Edinbiirgh;  it 
states  that  he  had  communicated  the  idea 
of  the  British  Convention  to  Marsarot,  who 

very  much  approv»I  of  it ;  but  that  he  had 
mentioned  it  to  nobody  else;  he  wished 
Skirving  to  write  an  ofbcial  letter  to  the  so- 

ciety ;  but  to  lake  no  notice  of  the  letter  which 
Hardy  had  writen  to  him ;  and  be  ha«l  no 
doiibt  but  that  delegates  wo«ild  be  sent  IIhs 

was  a  very  matcriaT letter  in  the  former  trial  ; 

noihiog  uow  turns  upon  the   maAncr  ariO 

id^ 

m 
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style  of  it ;  but  it  seems  probable,  that  the 
occasion  of  the  deleg^s  being  sent  from 
Xogland  was^  the  original  application  to  the 
London  Corresponding  Society  from  Scotland, 
through  the  interference  off  Hardy. 

They  then  read  a  paper,  found  upon  Skirv- 
ing,  purporting  to  be  a  certificate  of  Mar- 
niot^s  and  Gerrald's  deleation.  The  only 
material  drcumstance  is,  ttiat  the  certificate 

eipresses  that  they  are  deleptes  to  thb  con- 
vention, for  the  purpose  of  ODtaimnga  refimn 

in  the  parliamentai;^  representation  of  the 
>ple  of  Great  Bntain ;  which,  upon  the 
e  of  it  does  not  appear  objectionable. 
Upon  the  eighth  of  November,  170S,  at 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Constitutional  So- 
dety,  BIr.  Tooke  being  present,  letters  were 
leaa  from  the  sodeties  at  Slieffidd,  Leeds, 

jmd  Birmingham,  in  answer  to  the  Secretary's 
letter,  of  the  twenty-eigihth  of  last  month; 
tbMe  were  found  among  Adams's  papers. The  Sheffield  letter  will  be  read  to  you. 

[Fid*  p.  919  of  this  Vohmie.] 

They  read  then  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
ventiyi  in  Scotland,  m  order  to  show,  that 
this  Matthew  Campbell  Brown  had  acted  as 
a  ddegate  from  Leeds,  and  it  dul  appear, 
by  these  proceedings,  that  he  had  so  acted. 

They  ttien  produce  a  letter  found  upon 
Adams,  from  the  Leeds  Society,  dated  the 
tith  of  November,  1793,  expresung  their  sa* 
tk&ctionat  hearing  that  the  Constitutional 
Society  had  sent  delegates :  there  seems  to 
be  nothing  more  in  that  letter,  and  therefore 
it  need  not  be  read. 

Mr.  Walsh  then  produced,  from  among 

Saint's  papers,  at  Norwich,  a  letter,  dated  the 
twenty-third  of  November,  1793,  from  Hardy, 
to  the  Norwich  society;  it  speaks  of  the  Lon- 

don Corresponding  Society  having  been  in 

Trui  0/Mk  a^  roafo  cffM' 
a  letter  fnm  SiDdak  to  Adftatf^  4ilid  the 
seventh  of  Nofember,  iros ;  it  spetka  of  Us. 
actinjg  in  unkm  with  tbe  ddmles  of  the 
LondonCo!rntpoiidipg8odety,anah  apeoka  of 
the  fears  of  the  boiwrt  iMiym  being  (noater 
tberethanmSngMd;  MM  it«V*t  u  theio 
were  twenty  delegates  to  oomefrona  Sog^aad* 
it  would  produce  throe  timea  tbe  mMsber 
firom  thence ;  tiieae  eipreiiiona.  <<  fbuaof  Ike 
^  bofoughmongers,"  rather  ieem  to  fiwqvr 
tfao  idea  of  its  being  a  parliamentary  semm 
in  tbe  House  of  Cfflwmonsy  that  tlieee  pmtt 
were  pursuinc,  because  that  would  nereui- 
mediately  a&ct  boroughmongen  thao  any 
boc(y  else.  It  ia  not  venr  ftuy  to  reopndle 
thia  expression  with  ft  iworm  of  aootber  vtf 
ture,  in  which  all  oonsideimlion  of  bora^glit 
would,  aait  should  seem,  be  out  of  tbecMib 

They  then  read  aletter  fipom  Stncfadrp. ad- 
dressed to  the  Constitutional  Societv,  of  tbe 

twelfUi  of  November,  1703,.  which  desires 
that  sodety  to  appoint  %  secret  and  select 
committee,. to  receive  communioations  finon 
him,  with  |»ower  to  answer,  hia  letters  s  it 
speaks  of  bis  beins  upon  his  poat  at  Edin- 
bui]gh,  and  desires  that  the  publications  of  the 
society  may  be  sent  down  to  him.  This  baa 
a  more  serious  aspect^  because,  desiring  a  se- 

cret and  oelect  committee  to  be  appranted  to 
receive  his  communications,  looka  aa  if  some* 
thing  veiy  secret  and  select  was  to  be  oom* 
municatra,  not  coming  withia  the  notion  of 
the  proceedings  of  delegates,  appointed  to 
procure  parliamentary  reform,  in  any  n^lar course. 

The  next  is  a  letter  from  Skirving,  which 
purports  to  be  a  circular  letter,  which  was 
found  in  the  hands  of  Adams ;  it  informs  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  sent,  that  delegates 
had  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  from  London ;  that 

I  delegates  from  the  otlier  societies  in  England 
formed  of  the  convention,  and  their  bavinz  |  were  then  upon  the  ruad,  and  would  soon  also 

j-i-_-.__._  :.  ._j -r.i._  r^_^  .t....-  _  be  there,  to  wait  upon  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- ple, to  establish  an  indissoluble  union  between 
the  two  countriei* ;  and  though  the  delegates 
had  adjourned,  al\er  having  met  upon  the 
first  of  November,  he  takes  upon  him  to 
recall  them ;  and  this  is  a  circular  letter  for 
that  purpose :  I  think  this  need  not  be  read. 

Gumell  then  produced  a  letter  found  in 
Hardy's  possession,  of  the  twenty*fourth  of 
January,  1794,  from  Margaret,  in  the  Tol- 
booth,  to  Hardy :  he  says  that  letter  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  private  letter,  but  with  liberty 
to  show  it  to  any  person  where  it  can  be 
made  use  of:  he  says  the  Shef&cld  people  are 
more  in  earnest  than  the  London  people: 
then  he  mentions  one  circumstance  more 
material;  he  says,  that  armed  associations 
are  now  set  on  foot  by  the  rich,  why  sbeukl 
not  the  poor  do  the  same.  This  nun  was  a 
delegate  from  Sheffield  as  well  as  finom  Lon- 

don; you  recollect  the  circumstance  of  the 
Sheffield  pikes  breaking  out,  I  think,  in  the 
monthofMarch  or  April;  whether  tnia bint 
has  any  connexion  with  the  circumstUMi  <f 
the  Sheffield  pikes,  may  be  wortl^  of  cqimU 

sent  delegates  to  it,  and  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  also  having  sent  delegates,  that  this 
measure  had  diffused  spirit  and  resolution 
through  the  societies  in  Scotland,  and  that 
there  was  a  prospect  of  an  entire  union;  it 
also  states  tne  expectations  of  the  society, 
thai  those  to  whom  he  was  addressing  him- 

self would  join  in  this  *'  grand  federation ;" 
and,  I  think,  it  was  more  tor  the  sake  of  that 
word  than  any  thing  else  very  material,  that 
this  was  read. 

On  the  sixth  of  December,  1793,  there  was 
a  meeting  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  at 
which  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  present.  They 
read  a  letter  from  Sinclair,  their  delegate  to 
the  convention  at  Edinburgh,  dat^  the 
seventh  of  November,  and  another  dated  the 
tweltlh  of  November:  they  resolved  that 
there  should  be  a  general  meeting  called  the 
second  Friday  in  January,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  important  letters  received 
from  Sinclair ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
correspond  with  him.  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was 
not  one  of  that  committee. 

Maclean  then  produced  from  Adams*s  papers 



655]  for  High  Treason, 

Oeration :  lie  speaks  vehemently:  he  asks 
whether  they  will  strcLch  forth  their  ncckst 

like  lanibs^  to  the  butclier's  knife,  and  will like  then)  bleat  uiuler  it .  this  seems  to  me 

tu  be  all  thttt  arises  upon  tluit  letter. 
They  lh*fti  call  one  Wilhanis,  to  prove  a 

pnof  r  tir(jiliiced  to  be  of  the  hund-wnting  of 

']  who  u  one  of  the  |)ersong  upon  this 
c  :  of  correspondence  and  co-opcra- 

n,  wUicIj  is  the  immediate  jground-work  of 
c  present  charge.  It  is  a  Icilcr  addressed 
cliizea  J  tick  Vellam  ;  that  letter  it  wiU  be 
ccssary  to  read. 

IVide  p.  221  of  this  V^olumeJ 
Gentlemen,  one  observation  in  favour  of 
e  prisoner  ought  to  be  made  upon  this 

ler;  it  is,  thul  Thelwall's  saying  that  Mr. 
ookc  partly  prepared  these  rcsolulions,  »s 
i  properly  evidence  to  prove  that  fact 

ftgainst  Mr.  Home  Tooke;  it  proves  that  this 
all  understood  it  f>o»  and  as  against  him  it 
evideocCf  but  it  does  not  amoimt  to  evidence 
the  fact  against  Mr.  Tooke. 
Upon  the  tweQly-fiis.1  of  March,  1794, 
ere  was  another  meetin*  of  the  Constilu- 

Socicty,  when  Mr.  'Ix)okc  was  present; 
then  resolved  uniinimously,  to  write  to 

Sbeflicld  Society,  to  thank  them  for  the 
roper  nietlu)d  which  they  had  appointed  for 

"  jpthe  public  fast:  it  speaks  of  the  anni- 
y  dinner  ot  the  Constitutional  Society 
appointed  for  the  second  of  May,  at  the 

rown  and  Anchor;  that  a  person^  described 

by  them  as  "  Citizen  Wharton,'*  was  to  take 
he  chair ;  and  that  other  persons^  described 
Bs  citizens,  were  to  be  the  stewards.  This 
ppears  to  me  to  be  the  first  lime  tliat  the 

4erm  citizen  was  used  in  the  Constitutional 
Society  ;  and  it  may  deserve  your  attention, 
Gentlcmea,  that,  upon  the  twenty-eighth  of 
>iarch,  1794,  at  a  meeting  of  this  society,  Mr. 
ookc  being  present,  a  letter  from  the  London 
/Orresponding  Society  was  entered  upon  the 

•^^ks,  dated  the  tuenty-sevcitth  of  March, 
■which  transmits  the  resolution  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  for  a  conventiou:  that 
letter  must  be  read. 

March  27/A,  1794. 

«  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  Information. 

*♦  Citizens;  —  I  am  directed,  by  the 
lnondon  Corresponding  Society,  to  transmit 
the  following  resoUjtions  to  the  Society  for 
Constitulioa;il  Information,  and  to  request 
the  sentiments  of  that  society,  respecting 
the  important  measures  which  I  he  present 
juncture  of  affairs  seems  to  require. 

**  The  Ix>ndon  Corresponding  Society 
conceives,  that  the  moment  is  arrived  when 
•  full  and  explicit  declaration  is  necessary 
/rom  all  the  friends  of  freedom, — Whether 
the  late  illegal  and  unheard-of  prosecutions 
And  tteutenccs  shall  determine  us  to  abandon 

our  causCj  or  shall  ej^cttc  u&  to  pursue  a 
ndical  retorm,  with  an  ardour  proportioned 
lo  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  with  a 
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zeai  ai  diiiinguuficd^  on  ottr  partp,  as  the 
Irtttchery  of  othcfi,  iu  the  same  gloriouft' 
cause,  is  notf^r^oxa.  The  Sociclji'  for  ConstiJ 
tuUonal  InfurnMition  i%  therefore  required 
to  dptermiive,  whether  or  no  they  w»U  bo' 
ready,  when  called  upon,  lo  act  in  conjunc- 

tion with  this  and  olticf  societies,  to  ub 
a  fair  representation  of  the  people.*— Wh 
ther  they  concur  with  us  in  seeing  the  ne* 

ccssity  of  a  speejy  contention^  for  the  pur-* 
fiose  of  obtaming,  in  a  constitutional  and' egal  method,  a  redress  of  those  erievanc^s 
under  which  we,  at  present,  labour,  and 
which  can  only  be  effectually  removed  by 
a  full  and  fair  representation  of  the  People 
of  Great  Britain.     The  London  Corres- 

ponding Society  cannot  but  remind  their 
friends,  that  the  present  crisis  demands  all 
the  prudence,  unanimity,  and  vigour,  that 
ever  may  or  can  be  exerted  by  Men  and 
Britons;    nor   do  they  doubt,    but  what 
manly  firmness  and  constancy  will  6nally, 
and  they  believe  shortly,  TEkMiNATE  in  the 
full  accomplishment  of  all  their  wishes. 
I  am,  fellow  citizen  ̂ in  my  humble  roea* 
sure),  a  friend  to  the  nghts  of  man, 

(Signed)         '*  T.  Hardy,  secretary.' 
"Resolved  unanimously,  1st,  That  d 

as  Justice  and  Liberty  are  to  Brilons,  yet 
the  value  of  them  is  comparalivcly  amaU, 
without  a  dependence  on  their  permanency; 
and  there  can  be  no  security  for  the  con^ 
tinuance  of  any  Rights  but  iu  equal  Laws. 

"  2nd,  That  equal  laws  can  never  be  ei- 
pected,  but  by  a  full  and  fair  representation 
of  the  people. — To  obtain  which,  in  the 
way  pomled  out  by  the  constitution,  has 
been  and  is  the  sole  object  of  this  society. 

— For  this  we  arc  ready  to  hazard  *!^m 
thing ;  and  never,  but  with  our  lives,  will 
wc  relinquish  an  object  which  involvc5  the 
happiness,  or  even  the  pohtical  existence  of 
ourselves  and  posterity. 

*'  3rdy  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of 
this  society,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from 
future  illegal  and  scandalous  prosecutions, 
to  prevent  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjust 
sentences,  and  to  recall  those  wise  and 
wholesome  lavvs  that  have  been  wrested 
from  us,  and  of  which  scarcely  a  vestige 
remains ;  there  ought  to  be  imtnediidcltf  a 
CoNVENTios  of  the  People,  by  delegates, 

deputed  for  that  purpose,  from  the  ditterent 
societies  of  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  asBcm- 
bied  in  the  var  ous  parts  of  this  nation, 
And  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  public,  to 
pursue  every  legal  method  speedily  to  ac- 

complish so  desirable  a  purpose. 

*'  P.  S.  I  have  to  inform  ̂ you,  that  a 
general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be 
holdcn  on  Monday^  the  14th  of  Anril,  the 
place  to  be  announced  by  pubUc  aUveriiM> men  I. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper. 
and  the  duty  of  this  society,  to  send  »n 
answer  lo  the  Lomlou  Co.  responding  So- ctclv. 
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^  Ordered,  That  the  secretary  ac(|i|not 
the  LoDdoo  Coiresponding  Sooe^t  that 
we  have  received  theif  eoraiiiinileatibn, 
and  heartily  coneur  with  them  in  the  oh- 
jeets  they  uwe  in  view :  aad  that,  for  the 
(huposeofa  more  speedy  and  efibctualco 
pperatiob,  we  invite  tliem  to  send  to  this 
society,  neit  Friday  evenings  a  delegation 
of  some  of  their  members.'* 
The  next  was  a  paper  found  upon  Adams, 

a  letter  from  Hardy,  transmitting  the  namei^ 
of  five  persons  appomted  to  hold  a  conference 
with  tne  members  of  the  Constitutional  So- 

ciety, namely  Moore,  Baxter,  Thelwall,  Uodg- 
son,  and  Lovett. 

At  a  meetine  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
vpon  the  fourtn  of  April,  1794,  at  which  Mr. 
Inoke  appears  by  the  hooks  to  have  been 
present,  that  letter  was  road,  and  a  committee 
of  correspondence  was  appointed,  of  which 
Hr.Tookewas  one,  to  meet  those  persons 
appointed  from  the  Corresponding  Society. 

vjfon  the  eleventh  of  April,  1794,  at  a 
meeting  when  Mr.  Tooke  was  also  stated 
upon  the  book  to  be  present,  and  also  Hardy, 
there  .is  a  report  of  the  result  of  that  con- 

ference made  by  Mr.  Joyce :  that  report  must 
be  read. 

**  Mr.  Jqvce  made  the  report  of  tile  meet- 
ing of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
society  co*09erating  with  the  London  Cor- 

responding Society,  and  that  they  had  come 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

**  1st,  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  thit 
committee  very  desirable  that  a  general 
meeting  or  convention  of  the  firiends  of 
liberty,  should  be  called  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  proper  me- 

thods of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  represen- 
tation of  the  people. 

"  Snd,  Resolved,  That  it  is  recommended 
to  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Informa- 

tion, and  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, to  institute  a  regular  and  pressing 

correspondence  with  all  those  parts  of  the 
country  where  such  measures  may  be 
likely  to  be  promoted,  not  only  to  instigate 
the  societies  already  formed,  but  to  en- 

deavour also  to  produce  such' other  asso- 
ciations as  may  farther  the  general  object. 

"  Srd,  Resolved,  TLat  it  appears  to  this 
committee,  that  the  general  object  will  be 
much  promoted,  if  a  standing  committee  of 
co-operation  between  the  two  societies  were 
estanli  .bed,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  per- 

sonal communication  with  such  members 
of  similar  societies  in  other  partar  of  the 
country  as  may  occasionally  be  in  London, 
and  who  may  be  authorized  by  then*  res- 

pective societies  to  act  with  snch  com- 
mittees." 

Trid  ̂ Jahk  Barm  tookt m 
<<atilen^^l  ta  MeMl^f  tM«M- 

mitt«B  of  dirfeiatM  of  the  LodMCMap. 
ponding  Sbdety,  to  inform  tte  SocMylbr 
Constitutional  Infermation.  tlmt  " ptatt  of  thereeohitteaof  the 
of  conference. 

''Theiiefiire,  the  Londoik 
Society  h8ve  diosen  Matthow  MobMb 
Thehrall,  John  Baxlef,  BSehard 
and  John  Lovet^  to  put  in  Mdtieo 
diatefy  the  tfeeottd  and  Hifatl  msoMdM  tf 
that  committee. 

(Signed)      **  Tnoxaa  Habot,  tecretny. 
**  D.  Adams,  secretary  to  the  Sodely  ftf 

Constitutional  niifbroatioo.'^ 
**  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  ( 

mtttee  of  dele^tes  from  the  Londoa  Coi>- 
responding  Saciety,  and  of  this  aodely.  In 
entered  in  the  books  of  tfab  society. 

**  lit,  Resolved^  That  it  appcati  toifab 

society  very  desiiabla,  that  a  gjenesal'  nMei^ ing  of^he  friends  of  liberty  should  be  oM^ 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  eoosidaatfon 
the  proper  methods  of  obtaining  m  ftiKatf 
fair  representation  of  the  peopki. 

''Snd,  Resohed^TbatitappearatotUt 
society,  that  the  gennal  obieet  willbe  oradi 
promoted  if  a  stondinc  conoBittee  of  co» 
operation  were  fstahKfned,  for  the 
of  holdintt  personal  commt 
such  menum  of  simihr 

parts  of  the  country  as  mm^ 
be  in  London,  and  who  may  be 
by  their  respective  societies  to  act 
committees. 

"  9rd,  Resolved,  That  the  eommittevof 
correspondence  ah«ady  appeinled  by  this 
society,  be  the  oomnuttae  for  4 
and  communication  with  the 
of  other  societies. 

««  Ordered,  That  the  secretarrbe  deaiiod 
to  send  a  letter  to  the 
ing  Society,  acquainting 
members  of  thiasociety  ̂ pointed  tocovfcr with  them. 

**  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jojce  bo  iwpKiled 
to  accept'  df  tba  office  of  secretary  of  the 
committee  of  oorrespondence. 

"  Mr,  Joyce  being  preseBl,  aecopfceJ  of 
the  said  office.^ 
Gentiemen,  YOtt  will  recolleet,  that  upon 

the  evidence  of  Mr;  Adams,  it  sMsmed  to'  be 

Read 

Society 

tfete  fbllawiiHf  letter  from  the 
to  tbe  LoDdon  Corresponfing 

proved,  that  thongh  Mr.  Home  To^c^  i 
IS  set  down  as  if  he  had  been  present  at  the 
appie^Eltment  df  the  Corariidttoe  of  CorteMon- 
dence,  and  also  present  at  Ae  time  or  the 
repcsir  of  the  resuK  of  th^  confcrefid^  Oat  in 

fact  it  was  a  mistake^  for  he  was  iMt'pdMtatt 
that  he  went  avrahr.  Upoo  the ■  ptat^ oTtho 
prosecution,  in  order  to  fix  upon  Mr*  Hokno 

IVtokothe  knowledge  of,  and  asserft^kr'iajMa LBKiSuies,  vHiethik  no  vtas  actually  phtHijiML  nl 
the  tfane  that  they  appear^  to  hu»a  yihjiM|y 

wsaiiot  pnssent^  uier  Moducn  IfODi' AflMMI 
pipcvsy  a  paperiHiicn  attu  WmWH  pMvMi  w 



fttr  High  Tretuort. 

Mr,   Tooke*3   han  ̂   to    it    io 
pliiees,  whkh  p«ii ,  a  minute 

ibe  Tc*olaiion,  i^%  it  u,u,  vJclivcred  in  by 
Mr.  Jitvcf.  «n<I  <o  liavp  rrrtain  alterations 

'^;i  a  circle  round 
<i  it  to  the  state 

11  >viui  ij  1  on  uif  buuk*  of  the  so- 

ietj',  39  II  of  the  stwiicty ;  uml  if 
i*  ̂ ^'  jifuvccJ  to  you^  undoiibt* 
ftl  ijg  so  inuchof  Mr.  Uornc 

.    .uiii  in  il»  is  evidence  of  his 
kdgc,  of  his  participtitjo,  and  of  his 
It  fu  the  tneastirr,  whether  he  actimllj 
iScnl,  or  was  not  present :   that  paper 
inded  to  you  at  the  litnc  it  wa<t  read, 
tre  it  can  hardly  Ue  necessary  to  have 
ai^iiin. 

fr,  M  tic  I  can  then  produced  from  among 
i(kms\  papers,  a  paper  which  Urant  prove* 

'  be  of  Hardy's  band-writing.    This^  is  only 
coofirin,  and  to  strtnj^lhcn,  this  part  of  the 

'idence  of  the  transactions  between  the  two 
;ietie%,  upon  the  fourth,  and  upon  the  ele- 

of  April,  and  upon  the  twcnly-ciEjhlh 

Kch  :  thi>»  is  Hardy's  letter  to"  Adams 
tbr   subject,   which  was  entered  upon 

iih  of  Apni,  and  which  has  been ■Ml. 

iiiey  »hrn  produce  from  aroon^  papers  in 
le^pwsseAsiiiii  of  Saint,  at  Norwich,  a  paper 

"^  **  Thomas  Hardy,"  which  purports  to circular  letter,  and  they    produced  a 
II©  of  these  papers,  also  nurportiog  to  be 

(ircular  letters  found  at  Hardy's  houses  that 
rcuUr  letter  it  will  be  proper  to  read. 

"' Citizens!— The  critical  moment  is  ar- rc  '  '  "  '  ̂   must  either  a*serl  with 
il  liieir  claims  to  liberty,  or 
i\i.i  ̂ >iiH.iiv  ii?k»?iaDce,  to  the  chains  that 

jninisteridl  usurpation  is  forging  for  them. 
**'""  *(0u  co-operate  with  us  in  the  only 

measure  Ihal  now  presents  itself 
prospect  of  success?  We  need 

not  intimate  to  you,  that  notwithstanding 
the  imparatieled  audacity  of  a  comipt  and 
everbearing  faction,  which  at  present 
tmnke«  on  the  rights  and  hberties  of  the 
peopl<^,  our  meetings  cannot  in  England  be 
intemrpied  without  the  previous  adoption 
of  :*  liil],  a  measure  it  is  our 
du-  .  tiiai  the  ties  of  union 
ma  irmiy  drawn,  and  the  senti- 
mc  -  ws  of  the  different  societies 
lhro*r^   I  I  lie  nation  he  compared,  while 
itis^ct  m  our  power,  so  as  to  guide  and 

:i  the  fuhcp  "■  '  •^Mions  of  the  friends 
lorn  i-n  to  one  exertion 

rp  .  -vnd  I  V  our  consciousness 

^  ■  in  I  tniih  :  *  If  we  are  to  be 
*1*-  >  with  threats  pro^cutions, 
Ui  res,  we  are  unworthy — 
wi  ii(  liberty.'     We  must, 

•  Ijoui  V.  j:,  Ik;  cxped«iit>u>:  Hessians  and 
>\u^lfru*«-  »re  nlrc^dy  amulig  us!  and,  if 
wr  1  ud  of  these  armed 

har  be  poured  in  upon 
Its  I  ici  111  torm  men  ^.nother  British  Con- 
VOL,  XXV. 
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I      veiilion ;  we  have  a  central  siUmtioo  in  our 
I      view,  which  we  believe  woulii  be  mcifftt  con- 
I      venient  for  the  whole  island ;    but  which 

ue  forbear  to  mrntion  (intreatinc  your  con- 
ilar)  till  we  have  the 
■H  with  which  we  are 

m    coiic-i^unui'iiLC.      I>!l    US    liavc    your 
answer  then,  by  the    '^Oth    at   farthest — 
earlier,  if  po^Mblc,  whether  you  approve  of 

'      the  uvcasure,  and  how  many  delegates  you 
can  fend,  with  ttie  nHi«>!.f '   ̂ \«y  ><  n..<4^;i.l,»^ 

of  your  societies,— '  m civic  aHcctiou  the  L  .  _       _         ̂     .  . ;  ig 

I     Society. TuoaiAS  IIahot,  secretary 

*'  For  tlie  mmnagcmcnt  of  this  bustni 
we   have  appointed  a  secret  conitnitteej 
you  will  jmlgc  how  far  it  is  necessary  for 

you  to  do  the  same.'' Gentlemen^  it  is  lo  be  observed  upon  this 
circular  Ictlcr,  t[i;it  the  language  of  it  is^  as  if 
the  Convention  that  was  to  be  held,  was*  to 
be  a  peaceublc  measure,  for  he  speaks  of  il  as 
the  only  pr^ireuble  measure,  that  now 
presents  itself  with  hm^  nmcnecl  of  suc- 

cess. He  certainly  ac<  this  peace- 
able measure,  with  an  ujon  which 

supposes  a  great  deal  of  violence  to  be  re- 
sisted, some  way  or  other,  by  those  persons 

who  were  to  meet  in  this  manner ;  for  it  says, 
that  "  Hessians  and  Austrians  arc  comine 
among  us ;  if  we  tamely  submit,  a  cloud  o? 
these  armed  barbarians  may  shortly  be  pourec! 

in  upon  us."  What  a  peaceable  convention 
was  to  do  in  such  a  rase  one  does  not  readily 

see.  With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing of  it,  the  a6fectation  of  secrecy,  and  re- 

commending a  secret  committee  to  them 
likewise,  gives  the  measure  an  air  of  great 
importance,  and  necessarily  tends  to  create  a 
certain  degree  uf  suspicion;  how  much,  you 
will  judge  of  from  the  gencril  context  of  the 
evidence.  It  appears,  by  papers  founil  upon 
Hardv,  that  this  circular  letter  ha<J  been 
issued ;  the  date  of  it  does  not  appear ;  I 

suppose  they  were  filled  up  as  Ihry  were 
sent.  It  appears  that  there  was  a  letter  of 
the  ninth  of  April.  1794,  from  Alcxandcf 
Mitchell,  dated  Slrathaven,  addressed  to 
Hardy,  which  purports  to  be  an  answer  to  this 

circular  letter;  il  speaks  of  ili   tng  for 
their  societies  to  apuouit  a  d<  J  that 

they   had  appointctl  a  scati  ^^-   .Uee  to 
con'ltict  the  business. — riainly  with  reference 
to  the  couleul^  of  that  *  inTilir  Uutr 

Walsili   produced  a  U"  .  s 
At  Norwich,  dated  the   f  'j- 
bruary,  1791*  which  ptirports  to  be  an  :tct:ount 
of  a  general  meelioi;  iif  the  ilclezates  at 
Norwich,  and  a  res<jlutian  to  aeod  udegates 
to  thi?i  convention. 

Gurncll  then  produced*  from  am'  "'  i  '•» papers,  a  Ictlcr  from  Cut;kburi»,  <•  » 

Hardy;  and  h  '    '  ^' 
Tl*r:r  tlien 

j  upon^Tync  to  ivxtx^-,  <o\   v.\«    v  .-v- : 

v>)0>. 
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of  April,  1794.  It  spefiks  there  of  the  rise  of 
their  Bocietiesi-of  their  having  aristocratic 
mag^stratei,  who  interrupted  them ;  it  then 

58^5,  that  the  writer  ho|)es  **  that 'the  hydra of  tyranny  and  imposition  may  soon  fJEilI 
under  the  guillotine  oftruth  and  reason."  To 
this  letter  there  is  an  answer,  which  is  in 
evidence,  directed  as  the  letter  desired  it 
might  be  directed:  that  answer  it  will  be 
proper  to  read,  as  well  for  the  other  contents, 
because  it  echoes  back  that  expression- 
hoping  that  the  hydra  of  tyranny  and  imposi- 

tion may  soon  fall  under  the  guillotine  of 
truth  and  reason. 

"Irf  3%,  1794. 

"  Citizen;— It  is  with  pleasure  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society  hear  that  a 

aociety  on  a  similar  plan,  and  with  the  same 
patriotic  objects  in  view,  u  likely  to  be 
established  at  Newcastlc-upon-lyne.  If 
ever  a  crisis  arrived  that  required  the  exer- 

tions of  the  people  to  stop  the  torrent  of 
corruption,  infamy,  and  despotism  that 
seems  likely  to  overwhelm  them,  it  is  the 

present.  In  God*s  name,  then,  let  us  use 
these  exertions.  We  are  called  upon  by 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  men  and  as 
Christians.  The  cause  of  truth  and  liberty 
must  finally  be  omnipotent;  therefore 
doubt  not  that  the  glorious  reign  of  liberty 
and  equality  will  ere  long  be  established ; 
and  modern  governments,  with  every  appen- 

dage of  wickedness  and  corruption,  will  Hce, 
in  time,  from  their  genial  influence,  as 
Leasts  of  prey  to  their  dens  of  rapine  ami 
darkness  from  the  rising  sun.  The  London 
Corre.spondiug  Society  have  beheld  with 
indignation  the  rapid  advances  of  despotism 
in  Britain,  and  arc  read^  cordially  to  unite 
with  every  other  society  in  the  three  kinj;- 
doms,  who  have  for  their  object  a  full  and 
effectual  representation  of  the  people;  they 
therefore  have  deputed  six  of  their  members 
to  meet  six  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  to  form  a 

committee  of  correspondence  and  co-opera- 
tion. This  committee  meets  regularly 

twice  a  week,  at  No.  2,  Beaufort  Buildings, 
Strand,  where  any  member  delegated  oy 
your  society  will  meet  with  every  informa- 

tion required.  Wc  inclose  you  a  few  of  our 
resolutions  entered  into  at  our  general 
meeting,  on  the  14th  of  April,  which  will 
be  suiTicieutly  explanatory  of  our  sentiments 
and  views.  We  heartily  unite  with  you  in 
wishinf^  that  the  hydra  of  tyranny  and 
imposition  may  soon  fall  under  the  guillo- 

tine of  truth  and  reason.^' 

The  next  piece  of  evidence  is  a  paper  taken 
from  thr  person  of  Thelwall,  which  imports 
to  be  a  letter  from  Broomhcad,  of  Shenicld, 
to  Hardv ;  how  it  came  into  the  hands  of 
Thelwall  isdirticultto  be  collected.  It  .sjicaks 
of  there  having  been  a  meeting  at  Halifax  in 
the  open  air — of  there  Iiaving  been  a  mectinc 
in  which  it  wna  propobed  tlmt  tliere  should 

be  delegates,  to  coasider  of  meonres  for 
holding  a  convention;  but  that  this  aetliDg 
bad  been  jpostponed,  Ull  tbej  could  b«ve  tho 
opinion  of  Hardy. 

The  account  book  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
stitutional Information  was  produfiod ;  liid  it 

appears  that  there  was  paid,  by  order,  to 
Thelwall,  six  guineas,  upon  the  thirteeoth  of 
March:  the  occasion  of  that  pevnaealAppeen 
by  a  paper  found  on  Adams^  which  ii  %  letter 
from  Thelwall  to  Adams :  the  paper  b^pne— 
"Citizen  Adams;"  in  which  be  deauei,ei 
from  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  to  have  a  liat  of  the 
Constitutional  Society;  end  ako,  ei  the 
request  of  the  same  person,  he  desires  tbet 
six  guineas  may  be  paid  to  him  for  printine 
the  last  twenty-five  hundred  addresses ;  sua 
which  six  euineas  seem  to  have  been  paid.— 
From  the  date,- this  was  probably,  the  addieas 
voted  at  the  Globe  tavern  upon  the  twentieth 
of  January. 

Lauzun  then  ttroduced  a  book,  found  at 

Hardy's,  intituled,"  The  Fast  Day,  as  obsenred 
at  Shedield."  It  appears  by  the  book,  that 
the  Constitutional  Society  had  approved  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Sheffield  So«ety  upon 
the  twenty-first  of  March ;  and  it  nlso  appears 
that  the  Corresponding  Society  had  approved 
of  the  proceeaings  uat  were  read  to  tou 
before,  and  the  manner  in  which  thai  day  had 
been  employed.  I  believe  that  book  was 

read;  itcan'hardly  be  necessary  to  read  the whole  of  it  again  ;  the  lecture,  in  particular, 

may  be  omitted  ;  it  was  a  very  indecent  com- 
parison of  the  sins  of  Ahab  with  our  sins,  and 

It  does  not  lead  very  particularly  to  throw 
light  upon  the  present  subject,  and  therefore 
the  readins;  of  it  may  as  well  be  spared ;  bul 
the  resolutions  must  be  read. 

"  Resolved  un.vnimously^ 

"  1.  That  War,  the  wretched  nrtifieeof 
Courts,  is  a  System  of  Kapine  and  Blood, 
unworthy  of  rational  beinrs,  and  vlterly  re- 

pugnant to  the  mikl  and  benevolent  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  Religion. 

**  3.  That  if  the  present  war,  be  a  war  of 
combined  kings  against  the  people  of 
France,  to  overthrow  that  Liberty  which 
they  are  struggling  to  establish,  it  is,  in  our 
opinion,  a  war  of  the  most  diabolical  kind. 

'<  3.  Tliat  when  public  Fasts  and  Humi- 
liations are  ordered  with  the  same  breath, 

which  commands  the  sliedrling  of  ocean> 
of  Human  Blood — however  they  may  an- 

swer the  purposes  of  Slate  Policy — they 
arc  solemn  prostitiiiions  of  lleligion. 

*<  4.  That  the  landing  of  Hessian  troops 
in  this  country  (a  ferocious  and  unprincipled 
horde  of  Butchers)  without  consent  of  par« 
liament,  has  a  suspicious  and  alarnttitt  ap- 

pearance, is  contrary  to  the  spirit  w  our 
Coiibtiiution,  and  deserving  of  the  muked 
indignation  of  every  Englishmaik. 

«  5.  That  it  is  high  time  to  be  npOB-our 
Guard,  since  these  anned  monelBn  ffsy 

in  a  moment  be  let  loose  upon  ut;  pMlicu- 



f&r  High  Tnaion* 

ttrly,  u  the  erection  of  barnicks  through* 
oiit  the  kingdom  may  only  have  been  an 
iiKv  measure  to  the  filing  them 
wil  •  ^  Mercenaries. 

•*  e.  That  the  high  and  free-born  minds 
of  Britons,  revolt  at  the  idea  of  such  a 
SlAVJuibSy6tem,and  cannot  be  so  far  broken, 
&&  to  kias  the  hand  which  w^ould  chain 
them  to  its  will, 

**  7.  That  Peace  and  Liberty  are  Uic  ofT- 
tprtng  of  Heaven,  and  that  Life  without 
iDciii  is  a  burden. 

**  8.  That  the  Thanks  of  ibis  Meeting 
are  due  to  Earl  Stanhope,  for  his  motion 

and  Bpirited  Speech  for  acknowledging  the 
Freocn  Republic,  and  restoring  Feace  to  our 
iSUtreasix]  country;  tor  his  motions  and 
abio  Speech  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted 
find  ffliffering  patriots^  Messrs.  Muir^  PaN 

-  irving,  and  Margarot,  in  which  he 
ir:>od  alone ;  and  also  for  the  whole 

oi  ni^  iruly  animated  5»n(l  benevolent  exer- 

tioDS  ia  support  of  the  injured  Rights  of' the 

*•  9,  The  Thanks  of  this  Meeting  are 
mbo  tloe  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  for  his  nervous 

ond  elo<fuetil  Speeches  in  line  cause  of  io- 
iurrtl  Pntriolit>m,  and  in  support  of  the 

iiion ;  and  also  to  every  other 
<  -f  Parliament  who  has  nobiy  stood 

lois  IS  important  criftiis,  in  support 
oft  it  utional  Liberties  of  Emih&h- 

^  10.  That  if  any  thing  had  been  nmes- 
sar^  convinced  us  of  the  total  in- 

stil gumenl  against  a  Miut&tertal 
Majoniy,  iiie  decisions  which  have  lately 
Mktn  place  in  Parliantent,  would  have  fully 
confirmed  our  opinion. 

**  1 1.  That  therefore  the  people  have  no 
remedy  for  their  gnevannes,  out  a  llE- 
VORM  IN  PARLIAMENT— a  measure 
«rhidi  we  determine  Gevcr  to  relinquiiih, 
•bough  we  futlow  our  Brethren  in  the  same 

rioits  Ciuise  to  Botanv  Bay, 

W.  CAMAGE,  Chairman." 
ijaNDON  CORRESPONDING 

SOCIETY. 

••  UNITED  roK  a  REFORM   in  PAR- 
LIAMENT. 

**  CofWRif/ee  Room,  March  20,  1794, 
**  RESOLVED,  That  the  Society  approve 

the  f^ntiment^  contained  in  the  Serious 
Lecture  dehvered  to  the  CONSTITU- 
nONAL  S(X;iElY  at  SHEFFIELD,  on 
the  «8th  of  last  month— and  t^arnestlv  rp- 
cottimend  it  to  the  perusal  of  all  who  tliink 
CIVIL    and    RELIGIOUS    LIBEKTV   a 

^RMOlved,  That  the  Commanding  a 
'fj<1iiu/  Fa§t,  for  the  purpose  of  imploring 
tbeHivioeFatlicrot  Aferryand Pruaio sup- 

port «f)d  prosper  u  '  Icfi- 

It  to  toe  iruc  ̂ pl^u  ana  principles 

,  A-  D.  1794. 
of  Christianity,  where  we  are  commanded 
to  pruy  for  our  enemies,  &c.  And  further 

considering  that  a  jpwl  part  of  the  PEO- 
PLE are  unacauamted  with  the  nature  of 

the  present  WAR,  either  as  to  its  justice  or 
nectuity  (every  endeavour  being  used  to 

keep  them  ienorant  of  tlie  rtnl  pr'mciples and  design  mr  wUich  it  waa  commenced) 
to  apprauch  aLtkdto supplicate  theOuMSCi  i.nt 
PowtR,  under  such  circumfttlinccs,  and  fur 

such  a  purpoUy  must  indeed  be  dreadiul, 
•ince  knowledge  and  conviction  are  want- 

ing.—The  woru  than  hypocritical  hcartf  of 
MtMtf  who  are  the  Authors  of  such  a  mea- 

sure— Although  they  at  present  impose 
upon  the  ignorant  and  credulous,  by  such 
detectable,  such  pretended  show  of  devo- 

tion—cannot escape  the  chastisement  of 
that  Foteer^  whom  tl)ey  thus  insult,  and 
from  whose  judgment  there  n  no  appeal, 

*'  T.  Hardy,  secretary/' 

«  SOCIETY   FOR   CONSTrrUTlON 
INFORMATION. 

**  JWarcA  Qljrf,  1794* 

"RESOLVED,  That  the  Sf— f*— 
this  Society  be  directed  Xx*  v, : 
FRIENDS  OF  PEACE  AND  L  ,  : 
AT  SHEFFIELD ;  and  to  assure  them,  that 

this  Society  views  with  (dfti'jiire,  their 
liteady  exertions  to  obtain  a  fair  Reprosen- 
tation  of  the  PEOPLE  of  GrcAt  Britain  in 

parliament;  and  the  proper  methods  which 
they  have  taken  to  employ  utc/uily  those 

days  which  may  be  appointed  for  l^ubltc 
Fasts.  D.  Adams,  sccrcUiry.'' 

They  then  call  William  Broomhead,  who 

said  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sh  '"  '  '  '-'ociety; that  he  was  secretary  for  the  anths 
before  he  was  apprehended  ;  knew 
Mr.  Yorkc,  wlio  was  cKicasioii  (fieJd; 
he  remembered  a  meeting  ou  i...  _„-lc  Hill, 
upon  the  seventh  of  April,  there  had  been  a 

previous  meeting  between  himielf.  Gale, 
Yorke,  and  some  few  others;  that  at  that 
meeting  certain  resolutions  were  drawn  up, 
and  it  was  settled  that  there  should  be  a  mo- 

tion to  petition  parliament,  wliich  wsw  to  be 
negatived,  and  he  was  ordered  to  make  ilie 
motion  accordingly  ;  he  did  make  it,  nobody 
seconded  it,  and  so  it  fell ;  he  could  not  say 
that  the  people,  when  it  wus  moved,  said 
any  thing  for  or  a{[ain3t  it,  for  that  the  people 
at  such  meetings  generally  wait  lor  the  couo- 
tenaiice  of  their  leaders;  he  says  Yorke  made 
a  speech.  When  the  witness  had  gone  thus 
far,  they  produced  a  paper  found  upon  Adams 
by  Maclean,  which  was  slK»wn  to  the  witncsa 
and  he  said  that  this  paper  was  one  of  the 
number  of  printed  papers  which  he  h»d  sent 
up  in  a  box  to  Hardy  ;  he  said  he  niight  per- 

haps ftend  some  also  to  Adanirj,  (or  any  thinz 
he  knewj  but  he  did  rememhir  very  well 

flcni  a  |«rs  to  HanJy;  that  parwr  con- 
tain rocecdmgs  «a   the  CabUA  U3i.V, 

Tkai  mub\  ut  x<r«.vV. 
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"  Proceedings  of  Ihc  Public  Meeting. 

**  Id  pursuance  of  a  public  advertisement, 
a  general  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Jus- 

tice, Liberty,  and  Humanity,  was  held,  at 
three  o'clock  on  Monda;^,  the  7th  of  April, 
1794,  on  the  Castle-hill,  in  Sheffield,  to  con- 

sider upon  the  propriety  of  addressing  the 
king,  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted  patriots, 
citizens  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving.  Margarot, 
and  Gcrrald ;  also  of  again  petitioning  the 
House  of  Commons  for  a  reform  in  the  re- 

presentation of  the  people,  and  to  deter- 
mine upon  the  propriety  of  petitioning  the 

kin^,  for  the  total  and  unqualified  aboUtion 
of  ncero  slavery 

"  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the 
"weather  (very  severe  rains  having  fallen 
until  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  the 
appointed  time  of  meeting),  firom  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  people  were  assembled  on 
the  occasion. 

*  HENRY  YORKE  having  been  voted  to the  Chair, 

'<  The  business  was  opened  b^r  reading 
the  following  Address  to  the  king,  in  bclialf 
of  the  suffcrmg  patriots  t 

«  TO  THE  KING. 
''  An  Address  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

Town  and  Neighbourhood  of  Sheffield, 
in  the  County  of  York. 

*'  Sire  ; — Wo,  t)ic  undersigned,  being 
warm  friends  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
man,  feel  ourselves  deeply*  affected  by  the  i 
sentences  which  have  lately  been  passed  i 

in  j'our  majesty's  courts  of  Scotland,  upon  ■ 
citizens  Muir,  Pahner,  Skirving,  Margarot,  j 
and  Gcrrald.  I 

**  Had  these  men  been  really  guilty  of ; 
crimei,  their  punishment  should  doubtless  ' 
have  been  proportionate  to  their  offences ;  I 

but,  so  i'dT  from  considering  it  as  a  crime  < for  a  man  to  use  every  constitutional  means  j 
in  his  powtT  to  effect  a  reform  in  the  Com-  { 
mons  House  of  Parliament,  we  think  that  j 
every  man  who  thus  exerts  himself,  de- 

serves well  of  his  country;  since  we  are 
persuaded  that  nothing  short  of  the  accom-  j 
plishmcnt  of  such  u  reform  will  re&tore  ; 
peace  and  happiness  to  our  present  ag-  ' 
grieved  and  injured  nation.  , 

"  We  tnisted  also,  that  your  majesty  j 
entertained  the  same  opinion  with  us  of  ; 
such  exalted  conduct,  from  your  majesty's  i 
having  chosen  for  your  most  confidential  \ 
servant"*  in  the  state,  men  who  hiid  singii  -  . 
larly  distin;:;;iiibiied  them>elvcs  by  their  pa-  | 
triotic  exLTtions  in  the  cause  of  parliamcn-  ; 
tary  relonn  :  \ 

"  Ijul  tin:  friends  of  these  sufferers   hav-  I 
in.i:  brouiriit  their  case  hoforo  parliament  ! 
wilhout  producing  the  dcsire<l  i;ffect — the 
principal  of  these   very  servants  of  your 
msyesty  having  opposed  the  measure  with 

fflJ  his  corrupt,  but  irresistible  influence  — 

seeing  no  other  resource,  we  appMwh  jmir 
majesty  in  this  address,  to  intreat  yourma- 
jesty  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  these  (whom 
we  deem)  innocent  men,  with  that  power 
which  the  British  constitution  has  placed 
in  your  majesty,  of  pardoning  whom  your 
majesty  pleases — a  privilege  which  is  some- 

times graciously  extended  even  to  real  tnd 

palpable  criminals. 
^<  Let  it  not  be  recorded  in  the  histoiy  of 

this  country,  that  king  George  9rd,  or  any 
of  his  judges,  transported  men  for  fourteen 
years,  because  they  had  dared  to  speak 
the  same  words  upon  a  speculative  subject, 
which,  if  they  were  not  the  immediate 

means   of  advancing  his  majesty's  then 
Erime  minister  to  his  hieh  situatk>n,caased 

is  election  to  be  remarkabhr  popular:  let 
it  not  be  said,  that  men  of  education,  of 
refined  sentiments,  of  the  roost  virtuous 
and  benevolent  characters,  were  severed 
from  their  dearest  connexions,  and  plunged 
into  dungeons  with  thieves  and  prostitutes; 
let  it  not  be  said,  that  fathers  were  torn 
from  their  wives  and  children,  and  sons 
from  their  aged  parents,  because  they  had 
the  virtue  openly  to  condemn  the  acknow- 

ledged comiptions  of  government,  and  to 
exert  every  peaceable  means  in  their  power 
to  remove  them :  let  it  not  be  said,  tnat  it 
was  as  great  a  crime  to  speak  the  TRm, 
as  to  be  guilty  of  felony. 

"  But  rather,  O  king,  let  it  be  recorded, 
that  George  3rd  had  the  wisdom,  the  hu- 

manity, and  the  justice,  to  step  in  betwixt 
these  severe  and  cruel  sentences  and  their 
execution. 

"  These  are  our  desires — these  our  plain 
sentiments.  We  know  they  are  such  as 
your  majesty  is  unaccustomed  to  hear ;  but, 
if  they  are  supported  by  truth  and  reason, 
suffer  not  the  uomeliness  of  our  manner  to 

offend  your  majesty.  We  are  plain  men, 
and  will  not  flatter  a  king.  If  our  wishes 
be  attended  to,  we  are  persuaded  it  will,  in 
some  good  degree,  hush  the  murmurs  whidi 
unreasonable  severity  in  a  government 
never  fails  to  excite ;  and  it  may  also  avert 
that  ilornif  which  it  is  but  too  evident  has 
long  been  awfully  gathering,  and  which 
may  burst  forth  in  a  moment  when  your 

majesty  thinks  not." 
"  The  address  being  read,  and  received 

with  repeated  applauses,  Henry  Yorkc  ad- 
dressed the  meetmg  in  support  of  the  mea- 

sure. He  observed,  that  the  cause  for 
which  our  countrymen  were  now  suffering, 
was  the  same  as  had  been  advocated  in  tire 

year  1783,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, and  other  men,  who  were  at  this 

time  pensioners  and  placemen  under  the 
acttial  government :  that  a  convention,  for 
the  pur|>ose  of  obtaining  a  parliamenlaiy 
reform,  had  been  held  at  the  Thatched 
House  Tavern,  in  which  these  men  went  as 
delegates,  or  acted  as  assistania;  tfril  it 
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in  power u  wii^  not  a 

qtieslbu  oi  mnrr ntrrtcr,  but  ot  right. — It 
was  iiu'   •   "'■   '"  ̂ ^^    ••»Hl  the  fKJople 
weio  /<"  hut  that  ihe\ 

iiada't^,  -     -  ,     lieti  mm\     Dni 
Ihf?  mini*>tTy»  therelorc,  mean  to  assert, 
that  what  was  right  tu-day,  was  wrong  to- 

morrow? iMil  liiey  mean  to  rlccbre*  in  the 
(jice  ul  tlic  worlds  thiit  what  wn5  in  contor* 

fnily  to  the  maxims  of  justice  at  lliat  t»nt>, 
should,  in  so  short  a  spuie,  be  deemed  un- 
Jurtj  atid  pimt^hcd  as  a  criwc  K 

"  After  havjnc;  expaliatcd  coiiitiderdbly 
on  r  '         ■  ■■  ■'  .'    ". . '   ■  I'i  -  tji:ded 
wi'  ■  iierc 
l8(fVcri'    .ii!U    sanLiuiiiai^^     [Uuiimiuh-'u;.--    vvGrC 
cncoiirsigcd,  men  could  have  no  aflecUotj 
{q^  ̂ i.i.  -.  t  ..rnmenl  under  which  they  hvcd, 
4111'  ilience  to  it  could  result  solely 
froi:,  ..-  -  of  fear.  That  hherty  of  opi- 

nion could  not  ̂ c  denied  to  any  free  coun- 
try, u  iilunit  dr'nving  at  the  same  lime  the 

Tic.'  ^    That  nothing  argued 
fijt.  iinst  a  government  than 
thfc  uitifujiii  dtijgu  ot  depriving  tlie  people 
*>f  lliis  hherty:  that  it  was  a  proof  that 
sonictliiu|£  jrrnt  HTonfi  :  and  tljiit  even  go- 

vernors >vertT  ashitmcd  of  their  conduct, 
when  the  right  ot  discussion  was  vioUted 
cr  put  an  end  to.  The  civil  hberty  we  en- 
:   ..  ]  -  rounlr}"  was  the  effect  of  po- 

Miu;   and  its  political  liberty 
.,.„....     (onp;  since  been  restored  and 
»ccuredf  if  our  rulers  had  not  interposed  to 
weaken  or  annihilate  this  rig;ht :  nrst,  by 
giving  A  power  of  decision  to  judges,  which 
Uio  ancient  law  of  the  land  did  not  ac- 
knowlc<i^€:  sctondly,  by  confounding  the 

irulh  with  the  fact  of  publication  ;  and, 
fLirdly,  by  liuving  puni*ihed  with  the  ul- 
nio&t  seventy  hbrk  in  private  cases,  lo  pre « 
pure  the  ptiblic  mind  for  those  severe  sen- 

tences in  public  ones,  which  dishonoured 
and  irritated  the  oatioiK  tt  had  been 

lately  the  Ja^hion  to  confound  government 
with  ■'  -  -!ituuon»  and  the  ministry  with 
ih'  ut.    To  oppofse,  therefore,  the 

:,  if  not  criminal  sschemes  of 

iini^if    ;  1  ,    ■  j-i  to  op[K>*»e  government, 
I,  by  lljii  iLiijtJc  of  fcisoniDs;,  to  oppose 

jK^vcrnnient  was  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
[ttiostitution.      A    government   can  never 

a  more  authentic  proof  of  it*  propcn- 
      U)  tyranny,  and  of  the  impropriety,  as 
'urcU  as  impohcy  of  its  measures,  than  by 
re&traioingor  forbidding  the  hberty  of  dis- 

Ing  publicly  m;ktier&  of  legislation  and 

^v.  It  is'  tlebn^in*  the  character  ol a$  an  intellectnal  being,  to  deny  him 

[right  of  inquiring  into  that  which  even 
■Hi3w  was  made  for  his  usic, 

►©an  inraent. 

'  inrniiry,  severity  is  exercised 
lor  miajj  But  what  is  the  cf- 

M-  prolilk;  violence  in  go- 

vernment begets  resenlmcal  iii  i'  !o, who  murmur  and  exclaim  :    gi:»\  jj 
provoked,  and  studies  vcngeaticc.  Vvncn 
one  act  of  vengeance  is  cxpo>«d,  more 
alwa^^s  follow.  Affection  ia  lost  on  both 
sides,  and,  what  is  worse,  h  irrecoverable* 

Hatred  b«'.  ins  and  the  government  anrl 
the  pt  ill  variance,  coiinider  each 
other  II  .       is  magistrate  and  subject, 
but  a!»  mutual  enemies.  Hence  the  inhu- 

man wish  of  Caligula,  that  he  could  murder 
all  the  people  at  one  blow.  The  sequel  is 
in  order:  he  is  continually  destroying 
them;  they  are  continudlly  wishing  him 
destroyed.  Such  conduct  had  the  fa^  ten- 

dti  'ii-  genius  of  men,  and 
< '  jn  m  to  a  t-taie  of  bar- 
bansni  vviui  iri;.iiu  tu  their  religion,  their 

laws,  their  morals,  and  their  governmentp 
and  to  keep  them  ignorant  of  tnc  most  im- 

portant concerns  in  their  trade,  their  splen- 
dour, their  felicity  J  whilst  ail  the  nations 

around  them  were  improving  themselves  in 
morals  and  policy,  by  the  daring  eBorts  and 
concurrence  of  enlightened  men,  whose 
views  were  directed  to  those  objects  alone 
which  were  really  worth  their  attention. 
The  reasoning  of  a  government,  which  pro- 

hibits information,  is  defective  in  every 
particular ;  its  prosre^s  is  not  to  be  stopped, 
nor  even  to  be  checked,  without  manifest 
disadvantage.  Prohibition  has  no  other 
effect  than  to  irritate  men  ;  to  inspire  them 
with  an  idea  of  insurrection,  and  to  give  to 
all  their  writings  a  libellous  tendency. 
Severe  and  arbitrary  sentences  may  tntimi- 
daie^  but  they  cannot  convince  a  nation.  It 
is  by  reason  and  argument  alone,  opposed 
to  apparent  reason  and  apparent  argument, 
that  a  government  can  hope  to  be  victori- 
ous  over  its  internal  enemies,  or  reader 

itself  permanent  by  the  quiet  and  con- 
sciecUious  concurrence  of  all  its  citizens. 
It  is  doing  too  much  honour  to  innocent 
subjects  to  be  alarmed  at  a  few  pages  of 
writing,  or  at  a  few  fugitive  oralious,  when 
barracks  are  erected  in  a  country,  and 
60.000  armed  mercenaries  arc  ready  to  ex- 

ecute the  mandates  of  govcrurnent.  Ex- 
perience had  proved,  that  ilie  rigorous  pro- 

secutions which  had  lately  taken  place 
throughout  England,  and  that  the  cruel 
sentences  which  had  disgraced  the  capital 
of  Scotland,  had  not  answered  the  purnose 
of  establishing  arbitrary  |>ower,  and  of 
crushing  the  rebellion  of  honest  minds. 
Although  there  \b  no  spirit  &o  erect  and 
imlepcndent  as  not  to  be  broken  by  the 

long  c<  of  the  silent  and  indori- 
ous  su  I   a  gaol;   yet  it  had  b^en 
found,  tnii  lut.n  were  proud  to  step  for- 

ward in  this  most  stormy  season,  when 
such  terrible  examples  of  legal  ven;^eance 
had  been  held  up  belore  them,  lo  plead 

the  ancient  rights  of  their  country,  lo  unmask 
tlie  infatdVr  intrigue,  and  murderous  pro- 

jects of  aaministraiion,  an<l,  according  t^ 
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the  principles  of  the  poreM  tai0f<)leiice,  to 
isMTt  the  liberty  of  tbe  irliole  hotnan  race. 
The  present  tnnes  bore  n  etroM  and 
marked  resemblanee  to  those  teni£  ages 
when  priests  held  their  dominion  over  uie 
minds  and  consciences  of  men,  and  when 
they  endeavoured  to  establish  the  ttAffi  of 
hftolerence  and  orthodoxy  amidst  flUces  of 
fire,  and  streams  of  huraaa  bleod.  All  his- 

tory had  evinced,  that  every  attempt  to 
euro  and  bridle  the  expansion  oi)  the  hu- 

man tnind  had  been  ineffectual;  it  liad 
winced,  that  opinions,  though  smothered 
for  a  time,  burst  forth  with  moubled  Any. 
itid  were  victorious  over  power;  it  Iteid 
evinced  the  triumph  of  reason  and  truth 
over  prejudice  and  superstitiofi,  and  thatli- 
Ixfrty,  whether  of  opinion  or  person,  how- 
ever  slow  ih  its  progress,  hald  utilfoimly 
moved  forward  towards  its  destined  goal ; 
mid  that  even,  at  this  moment,  the  inter- 

ruptions which  had  been  opOosed  'to  it  in 
our  own  countnr,  although  they  miehtbe 
injurious  to  individuals,  would  finalhr  ob- 
fam,  confirm,  and  establish  the  rights  of 
the  people.  Conscious  of  their  upright- 

ness, the  friends  of  freedom  had  persevered 
ill  their  noble  cause,  unappalled  by  the  in- 

fluence of  spies  and  informers,  and  b^  the 
tlireats  of  a  corrupt,  a  craxy,  and  wicked 
administration,  in  so  doing,  they  had 
acted  in  perfect  conformity  to  the  princi- 
|>les  of  virtue,  without  which  no  man  could 
ne  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  a  lover  of 
mankind.  Its  essence  conpisted  in  the  re- 
{^llatton  of  our  conduct  by  such  moral 
oxioms  as  are  best  calculate  to  promote 
the  general  happiness  of  our  fellow-crca- 
tnre»;  and  as  it  frequently  happened,  that 
the  happiness  of  the  individual  stood  in  di- 

rect opposition  to  that  of  the  public,  it  is 
the  perfection  of  virtue  in  individuals  to 
sacnnce  their  own  happiness  to  that  of  the 
public.  A  man  in  possession  of  this  virtu- 

ous principle,  feels  delight  whilst  actually 
burning  in  the  brazen  bull  of  Phalaris ;  and 
such,  hetrusted,  was  the  actuating  principle 
of  those  jB;cnerous  patriots,  who  arc  become 
willing  victims  of  the  most  barbarous  and 
savage  sentences  that  ever  had  been  po- 
nounced  in  Britain;  who  had  made  aelori- 
(His  stand  against  arbitrary  power,  ana  wlio 
broke  loose  from  the  fondest  endearments 

of  human  life,  in  the  hope  of  redeeming 
their  lost  country  from  the  fangs  of  a  dark 
and  brooding  prejudice,  and  from  the 
horrors  and  turpitude  of  an  ignominious 
slaveiy. 

"  It  was  the  tyranny  of  the  British  go- 
vernment which  drove  William  Penn,  with 

the  philosophic  people  called  Quakers,  to 
the  delectable  regions  of  Pennsylvania, 
where,  by  toleration,  industry,  and  perma- 

nent credit,  tliey  revived  the  simplicity  of 
the  primitive  ages  of  society.  It  was  the 
same  tyranny  which  has  driven  into  volun- 
tary  exile,  or  forced  by  law  into  bani&h- 

mentp  the  mobi 
ofphikMopheriptbe 
ageous  band  ofpatriots  tliat 
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Joseph  Priastlefy  one  of  tlmmosk  praAmd 
philosophers  of  the  age,  nd  nMst  oaek 
and  amiable  of  citiaaiSy  claims  lAm  tad 
pre-emmence ;  and  among  tlm  lattar,  ilttd 
the  names  of  those  persacuted  pairioliy  in 
whose  l)ehalf  we  are  now  alioiit  to  address 
the  executive  magtstreteof  omroouiliy-t-a 
noble  and  a  ftenerous  band,  wlmie  toflw- 
ings  do  not  Aim  our  pity,  becauso  Ikey 
boil  up  ournge;  wliOBeseBteBeea diMifc- 
ed  those  wim  prommnoed  tliemymt  mse 
on  wliom  th^  were  promnmeed;  wfagse 
conditioii  is  enviable,  becwise  iKmumaMe. 

and  to  the  wliole  of  whose  opiniaM'  mid conduct,  no  good  man,  or  honast  eiten, 
can  give  one  dissentient  voiee!  Ill  times 
like  these,  when  a  man  is  mocked  ami  in- 

sulted, because  he  heus  the  nama  €if  s  pa* 
triot,  an  epithet  once  honoured  by  tbe  peo- 

ple of  England;  at  a  time  when  those  iilio 
nave  the  courage  and  magnanimity  not  to 
flatter  their  countiy,  are  deserted,  betrs^, 
and  persecuted,  what  honours  are  aafficmnt 
for  those  who  thunder  truth  against  t^ 

r    What  disgrace  ought  not  to  await 
those  timid  beinjgs,  those  negaftse jntiiots, 
who  keep  aloof  from  the  scene  of  action, 
and  rk)t  on  their  country's  wrongs  f  When 
our  nation  shall  be  regenerated,  these  per- 

secuted men  will  wear  civic  crowns.  In 
the  political,  as  in  the  moral  world,  the 
friend  who  appears  to  soothe  our  dis- 
tressses,  excites  our  esteem ;  and  he  who, 

in  calamitous  times  tliat  try  men'a  souls, 
sacrifices  interest,  friends,  and  home»  m 
order  to  save  his  sinkinz  country,  merits 
well,  not  only  of  every  Briton,  but  of  all 
mankind,  and  even  of  the  government  un- 

der which  he  lives. 

'*  Fellow  Citizens,  the  day  is  at  length 
arrived,  when  fanaticism  and  superstitbu, 
deprived  of  their  tinsel  trappings,  and  ex- 

posed, in  their  native  ugliness,  to  the  view 
of  mankind,  slink  scowling  back  to  the 
cave  of  obscurity;  there  I  hope  they  will 
for  ever  remain.  The  energy  of  English- 

men will  no  longer  endure  this  strani;e 
uproar  of  injustice.  I  trust  my  countrymen 
are  sick  of  rehgious  and  political  impos- 

ture; and  that  their  decisive  and  manly 
conduct  will  command,  in  an  imperious 
tone  which  will  take  no  denial,  not  a  me- 

lioration of  these  enormous  abuses,  which 
would  be  to  compromise  with  injustice; 

but  I  trust  they  will  demand  the  annihila- 
tion of  corraptions  and  abuses,  and  a  resti- 

tution of  the  original  rights  of  human  nature. 
I  ask  of  our  governors,  this  plain  ques- 

tion, is  it  better  that  the  people  should  be 
in  a  constant  state  of  stupidity,  than  that 
they  shouM  be  sometimes  turbulent?— 
Ministers  of  state,  if  ye  mean  to  be  wiaM, 
suffer  the  people  to  write  and  speak ;  yon 



for  High  Treason, 
Bien  corrupt  enough  to  serve  you 

^aceonling  to  your  evil  ticsiret^  and  who  will 

'kmpront  you  in  the  art  of  hejanu^.    It' you loeAR  to  be  goody  permit  them  to  write,  you 
will  find  some  honest  mcu  who  will  im- 
firovc  you  in  Uie  art  of  a  Turgot    Uow 

liijogs  are  ye  atill  ignorant  of,  before 
la  become  great  either  in  gpod  or  in 
I  Ate  iio  glory,  no  sidvanta^,  do 
ly  no  saletyi  iq  any  man  r^ignmg  as 

i  sultan  over  slaves.    Such  a  horrid  pre- 
iCBiinence  tarnishea  the  lustre  of  the  most 
exulted  station.    It  It,  besides,  precerious, 
ifim  flullaoi  are  frequently  de(K>8ed^  and 

lee  wreaked  upon  them. 
need  not  invite  you,  fellow  eitisans, 

ltd  feel  for  any  human  being  whosulbrs, 
less  need  I  solicit  your  approof  of  the 
II  measure,  after  the  general  testi- 

ijofsatisfkc lion  you  have  given  of  it. 
[yen  are  too  enlightened  to  need  the  aid  of 
toy  instruction  from  mep  and  your  under^ 
Handings  are  too  much  av^'akened  to  re- 
}utre  that  yoiir  passions  should  be  played 

^tJpoo*      Whilil  the  unerring  tribunal  of 
ftterity  should  condemn  with  scorn  and 

ierision^  with  execration  and  disgust,  those 
iman  beings  who  have  been  the  causes 

^•t  Mich  unexampled  and  inhuman  severity, 
persecuted  brethren  will  obtain  a  ver- 
;  of  honour  and  eJorv*    I  may  venture 

«ay,  that  bc-lovcd  by  the  present  age»  fu* 
00  ages  slmll  heap  around  their  monu- 

^^D«ilts  trophies  of  undying  fame ;  and  an 
laperated  and  repentant  people,  shall  ea- 
i  their  names  in  the  volume  of  history, 

\  urbkh  lecords  alao  the  names  of  Sidney^ 
Hampden,  and  Locke ! 

**  The  following  Resolutions  were  then 
rotd  Uiree  times  over,  and  with  the  ex- 
Piylioo  of  one  or  two  persons,  were  unani* 
noualy  adopletl : 

**  1.  That  the  people,  being  the  true 
tod  only  source  of  government,  tlie  free- 

man of  speaking  and  writing  upon  any 
iuU^et,  cannot  fc^  denied  to  ihc  members 
of  •  free  government,  without  o^ering  the 

gn>fi6est  insult  lu  the  majesty  oi^  Uus  peo- 

"  9.  That  therefore  the  condemnation 
^eitisens  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  Maga* 
lOt^aad  Gerrald»  to  transportation,  for  ex- 
|>09iag  the  corruptions  ol  the  Britiiih  go- 
venunent,  was  an  act  better  Miitcd  to  the 
fvaduras  ol  a  despotic  than  a  free  govern* 

**  3.  That  the  address  wbieh  has  now 
W*o  read,  be  presented  to  the  king,  in  be- 
Ittlf  of  the  above  persecuted  patriots. 

"  Oa  the  sfoood  resolution  being  pro- 
poied,  an  hiss  was  beard  from  dSercnt 
puts  of  the  meetiiv^  --  -  lucnce  of 
one  or  two  person ^  icir  hats 
aopunstit;  on  ubsci.iij^  »ii..t.ii,  U.  VovKE 
lout  addressed  the  meeting: 

■"  "  ""w  Citizens  ;— As  your  chairman  I 

A/D.  I'm.  fmo 
call  you  "■  nrV-  *  -  r.  r  'vir^ial,  I  must 
observf  lugnant  lo 
the  prua->^^t.    oi    ..uU>4»;<v^*   vi    Ueedom^ 
which  we  wi^h  to  see  e^tabUsheit    Wi 
liave  this  moment  read,  and  given  ̂ ur 
sent  to,  an  address  to  the  king  in  favoui  o 
liberty  of  opinion;  let  it  notne  fiaid,  thai 
we  are  the  first  t*^  viulale  that  liberty  in 

others,  which  we  cUim  I'ur  ourselves.    Opi nioBS  will  always  vary,  even  ainungbt  tn 
wisest  and  best  of  men.    We  are  bouud 
therefore,  to  show  tenderness  to  the  opi 
ntons  of  otliers,  and  compt^sion  even 
their  pr^udices.    Let  our  enemies  see  th 
we  consecrate  by  our  example,  what  wi 
desire  to  see  e^t ;' '    *    i   a^  a  piinciplo, 
Hisses  do  not  coiv  <jy  ttnd  only  t(> 
irritate  the  mmdb,  ̂ ..si  w  Lxjgct  the  ill- will 
of  uur  fellow  cituciis:  let  us,  on  the  con- 
trary^  confront  tliem  with  the  wcapona  of 
reason  and  truth,  the  only  logic  of  libera) 
minds.  Every  thing  which  has  a  leodency 
to  stir  up  the  pasBions  without  awakening 
the  understanding,  is  unbecoming  of  free- 

men, or  of  men  wno  would  bu  frec,'^ **  These  well-timed  ob^ivations 
the  good  eSect  of  preventing  any  furth 
signs  of  intolerance ;  nod  the  utmost  d 
corum  prevailed  throughout  the  conduct 
the  busmesa* 

«^  It  was  next  moved,  *  that  ̂ peiUitm 
'  prtsented  to  the  House  of  Comnjons.  for 
'  a  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  peo* 

'  jile  in  parliament ;'  but  so  marked  was dtsap probation  given  by  the  whole  aioeliog 
to  this  mtature,  that  not  one  singta  misoq 
ieamJed  the  motion  ̂   but  a  must  prolbund 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  a  few  murmurs, 
W^  ob&crved;  upon  which  llenry  Yorke 
ag&ui  rose,  and  addressed  the  nesting  m 
an  animated  speech  of  an  hour  long,  and 
of  which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  oi 
r«iders  3  just  conception.  He  took  a  g 
nerai  viow  of  the  British  constitulion,  and 
st.'^ted  its  most  prominent  defects  ;  among 
wliich  tlie  want  of  a  perfeci  national  repre- 

sentation was  the  roost  ̂ iming,  lie  dwelt 
a  considerable  time  upon  this  subject,  and 
then  proceeded  to  take  a  rapid  surv^  of 
the  exertions  which  had  been  made  at 
dilTcrent  periods,  and  bv  different  persons, 

u>  promote  the  cause  of^parliaaentary  re- form» 

**  He  observed  that  tlie  sul^iect  wes  be* 
come  a  mere  bugbear,  employed  to  d 
the  people,  and  worked  upon  as  an  i  ̂  
to  raise  into  power,  needy  and  amhitlout 
men  i  that  the  very  same  men  who  in  on- 
position  hi¥l  declared  that  it  was  the  only 
■laasurc  of  saving  the  country  from  ruin^ 
were  the  first  to  re|)robstc  and  scout  tha 
measure  of  reform  when  tht  y  were  in  power. 
From  the  corruptions  of  tho  British  g* 
vernmenl,  parties  liad  heen  generated,! 
which  in  their  route  ♦•>  r^'^w^r  i.ul  «imi 
vulsed  and  plundered  ^ 
the  distinctions  uf  t^iu 
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been  forgotten ;  and  for  the  sake  of  leaders, 
Dvhom  the  people  had  foolishly  idolized,  the 
machine  ot  government  rolled  on  amidst 
the  feuds  and  contentions  of  party.  Eter- 

nally the  jpeace  of  our  country  had  been 
disturbed  by  the  rancour  and  animosities 
of  facticms,  and  the  people,  instead  of  turn- 

ing themselves  to  correct  the  gross  evils 
which  existed  ia  it,  had  ever  been  the  tools 
of  base  and  designing  men,  and  seemed 
prepared  to  whet  and  sharpen  their  swords 
one  against  another. 

**  It  was  now  hish  time  that  the  people 
should  lay  aside  leaders,  discard  factions 
and  act/or  themektt.  He  strongly  inforc- 
ed  these  principles,  and  then  entered  into  a 
complete  detail  of  the  ancient  constitution 
as  established  by  Alfred,  which  he  proved 
to  be  at  this  time  totally  defaced,  if  not  lost. 
He  then  pursued  the  gradual  decline  of 
popular  liberty  in  England,  from  the  anar- 

chy which  was  the  consequence  of  Danish 
and  Norman  invasion;  and  taking  a  gene- 

ral sketch  of  our  history,  so  far  as  it  was 
connected  witli  the  subject  of  popular  re- 

presentation, he  made  some  strong  and 
pointed  remarks  on  the  Revolution  in  1688, 
the  object  of  which,  he  said,  was  not,  could 
not  be  answered,  unless  annual  parlia- 

ments and  general  suffrage  were  restored. 
For  this  he  nad  the  authority  of  lord  Som- 
mers,  who  drew  up  the  declaration  of 
rights,  and  who  was  promoted  by  William 
3rd  for  his  popular  exertions  at  that  me- 

morable epoch. 

"  In  order  to  prove  that  the  Revolution 
had  not  currespondcd  with  the  expectations 
of  the  people,  no  sooner  was  the  prince  of 
Orange  established  on  the  throne  of  Eng- 

land, than  all  ideas  of  the  ancient  mode 
of  annual  parliament^  were  effiiccd,  and  the 
iRiEVNiAL  ACT  wus  pa(>scd  in  the  very  face  i 
of  that  revolution,  and  in  direct  cuntradic-  » 
tion  to  its  principles;  for  the  revolution,  at  I 
least  so  far  as  it  respected  the  people,  was  I 
not  intended  to  be  a  compromise  between 
the  king  and  the  aristocracy,  for  the  joint 
inheritance  of  the  people,  but  to  establish 
on  equivocal  principles  the  right  of  the 
people  to  govern  themselves,  and  to  recall 
those  delegated  powers  which  they  had  en- 

trusted to  their  servants  for  this'  purpose, when  they  were  either  abused,  or  neglected 
to  exercise  Ihcm.     If  the  rcvohilion  were 
not  a  revolution  for  the  people,  it  was  no 
revolution  at  all,  but  a  conspiracy  of  a  few 
ennobled  oppressors  against  the  liberties 
and  happiness  of  the  many.     But  if  it  were 
designed  to  comprehend  ihe  people,  and 
its  end  has  been  perverted,  or  purposely  ■ 
laid  aside,  the  people  are  not  warranted  in  ■ 
prt  i/icmin^,  but  are  justified  in  demanding  us 
a  Right,  agreeably  to  the  lone  of  language 
used  in  a  declaration  of  rights,  the  rcstitu- 
ijon  of  annual  |>af]iaments,  and  the  csta-  ; 
blislwwnt  of  universal  sufTrage.    But  the  ' 
>fio(k  which  was  given  lo  the  stability  oC 

these  principles,  was  most  oifBrnousIy  fla- 
grant^ oy  the  enacting  of  the  SErTBimiAL 

▲CT,  m  the  reign  of  George  Ist  If  the 
act  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Heniy 
6th,  erased  from  the  roll  of  citizenship  some 
of  the  best  members  of  the  community; 
the  enactine  of  the  triennial  and  septen* 
nial  acts,  filled  up  to  the  brim  the  measore 
of  governmental  iniquity,  and  poured  forth 
the  waters  of  bitterness  throughout  our 
land. 

'*  Fallow  Citizeks; — Enough  of  prece- 
dent The  human  race  has  long  been  roll- 

ing down  the  tide  of  aoes  neglected,  unpi- 
ti^,  and  oppressed.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  devious  course  of  human  policy  shouU 
not  be  left  to  the  uncertain  issue  of  stonns 
and  of  elemental  wars;  but  that  the  ma- 

chine of  state  should  be  euided  by  the  polar 
star  of  reason  alone,  which  is  never  seen 
but  when  the  majesty  of  the  people  is  res- 

plendent. What  is  beneficial  in  the  ex- 
ample ofafses,  we  ought  to  reserve  with 

caution.  U'liat  is  injurious,  and  what  is 
only  iolerabiy  competent  to  answer  the 
common  purposes  of  society,  ought  lo  be 
abolished.  We  insult  ourselves,  when  we 
abjectly  distrust  the  powers  which  nature 
has  ̂ iven  us ;  nor  ought  we  passively  to 
acquiesce  in  institutions  which,  though  in- 
junous,  may  be  preferable  to  t)iose  that 
may  be  endured  by  others.  We  insult  our- 

selves, when  we  foolishly  balance  between 
tolerable  vices  and  positive  good ;  between 
unnatural  systems,  and  novel,  untried,  but 
just  maxims.  The  human  mind  is  progres- 

sive, so  is  the  social  mind.  That  the  one 
therefore  should  remain  stationary,  amid 
the  rapid  course  of  the  other  towurds  per- 

fection, is  a  prejudice  as  unnatural  as  it  is 
injurious  to  the  happiness  of  man.  The 
governments  of  Europe  present  no  delect- 

able symmetry  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
philosopher,  no  enjoyment  to  the  satisfac- 

tion of  the  citizen.  A  vast,  deformed  and 
cheerless  structure,  the  frightful  abortion 
of  haste  and  usurpation,  presents  to  the 
eye  of  the  beholder  no  systematic  arrange- 

ment, no  harmonious  or&^anization  of  so- 
ciety. Chance,  haste,  iaction,  tyranny, 

rebellion,  massacre,  and  the  hot,  inclement 
action  of  human  passions,  have  begotten 
them.  Utility  never  has  been  the  end  of 
their  institution,  but  partial  interest  has 
been  its  fruit.  Such  abominable  and  ab- 

surd forms,  such  jar  ring  and  dissonant  prin- 
ciples, which  chance  has  scattered  over  the 

earth,  cry  aloud  for  something  more  natu- 
ral, more  pure,  and  more  calculated  to 

promote  the  happiness  of  mankind.  Expe- 
rience must  remilatc  the  mechanism  of  go- 

vernment, by  which  I  mean  nor  a  nnrrow 
and  rontincd,  btit  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
cxperieiirc.  which,  hcHrin**  without  passion 
or  prejudicr,  tlir  testimony  of  ages  and  na- 
V\ow%,  cvA\c«:\s  ̂ cv>vtv  vVtk^neral  principles. 
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in  history  that  wc  are  to  dive  for  those  rich 
materials  of  legislative  experiment,  which 
are  to  ameliorate  the  social  order,  and  re- 

pair those  breaches  which  injustice  has 
long  since  made.  But  if  this  experience  be 
found  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  alleviat- 

ing human  miseries';  if  it  afford  nothing 
but  the  melancholy  prospect  of  outrageous 
despotism;  of  excessive  vices  on  the  part 
of  tlie  governing,  and  debasement  and  vas- 

salage on  that  of  the  governed ;  if  it  ascribe 
the  commotions  of  suffering  countries  to  the 
dengns  of  factions,  and  not  to  principles ; 
if  it  show,  that  in  consequence  of  national 
ignorance,  after  the  first  ebullitions  of  re- 

volt, they  have  sat  down  in  a  torpid  calm, 
and  borne  with  usurpations  still  heavier 
than  those  by  which  they  were  roused  to 
arms — it  must  be  granted  that  this  expe- 

rience is  important ;  because  it  teaches  the 
suffering  nations  of  the  present  day,  in 
what  manner  to  prepare  their  combustible 
ingredients,  and  humanists  in  what  man- 

ner to  enkindle  them,  so  sis  to  produce, 
with  effect,  that  grand  political  explosion, 
which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  bunes  des- 

potism, already  convulsive  and  agonising, 
in  ruins,  may  raise  up  the  people  to  the 
dignity  and  sublime  grandeur  of  freedom. 

"  To  effect  this  just  and  useful  purpose, 
revolution  oftentiment  must  precede  revolu- 

tion of  government  and  manners.  The  po- 
pabr  energies  must  be  excited,  that  the 
popular  voice  may  be  felt  and  heard.  The 
people  must  grow  wise,  in  order  that  the 
people  may  rule.  It  is  said  we  preach 
anarchy,  but  what  is  anarchy  but  the  esta- 

blishment of  confusion  on  the  wreck  of  po- 
pular opinion  ?  It  is  said  we  are  levellers ; 

out  those  are  levellers  who  would  wish  to 
reduce  man  to  the  condition  of  the  brute, 
guided  by  passion,  and  uninfluenced  by  rea- son. Those  are  levellers  whose  hanas  are 

dipped  in  the  public  spoils ;  who  assert  im- 
punity for  crimes,  ana  inviolability  of  per- 

sons ;  who  would  make  humanity  tate  a 

retrograde  motion;  who'would  palsy  llie 
mrm  of  justice,  and  defeat  the  end  of  equal 
laws.  We  have  ever  disclaimed  the  foolish 
idea  of  levelling  property ;  because  our  own 
property,  the  fruit  of  our  labour,  or  of  our 
talents,  might,  by  the  example,  be  exposed 
to  the  invasion  of  the*  first  intruder.  It 
were  well,  if  those  who  confound  justice 
with  crimes,  would  consider  that  the  poor 
man's  property,  little  as  it  is,  is  as  precious 
to  him,  as  is  the  wealthv  stock  of  the  rich 
man.  It  were  well,  if  reeling  the  force  of 
this  principle,  the  aristocracy  would  unite 
with  US  in  the  cause  in  which  we  are  em- 

barked. Property,  they  say,  is  sacred. 
Is  not  then  the  property  of  the  poor  man 
AS  sacred  as  that  of  the  rich ;  and  ou^ht  it 
to  be  filched  or  forced  from  him  without 
his  consent,  any  more  than  that  of  the  rich 
man  ?  Can  those  who  do  not  respect  the 
property  of  others,  expect  others  to  respect 
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their  property?  Wc  wish  to  exalt,  not  to 
level.  We  wish  to  better  the  condition  of* 
the  wretched;  to  equalize  men  under  the 
influence  of  law;  but  to  give  to  merit,  in- 

dustry, talents,  patrimony,  virtue,  theic 
proper  weight  ana  correspondent  dignity  in 
the  social  order.  Arc  wtf  then  ungovern- 

able, because  we  reject  mis- government  ? 
Are  we  ungrateful,  because  we  defend  our 
liberty  and  property  against  those  who 
ou^ht  to  respect  them  P  Are  weTebels  in 
maintaining  our  violated  laws  again?t  those 
who  are  open  rebels  to  laws,  and  who  set 
themselves  above  those  laws  which  they 
ought  to  have  venerated  ?  I  know,  that  in 
all  ages  of  the  worid,  people  who  would  not 
be  oppressed  have  been  reckoned  ungo-  . 
vemtible  by  men  who  are,  or  who  would 
be  oppressors.  I  know  tluit  the  enemies 
«f  oppression  have  always  been  stigma- 

tised as  enemies  of  government  I  know 
that  it  is  seditious  to  blame  the  excesses  of 
power,  and  insolent  to  mention  the  iifto- 
ience  of  those  who  ̂ use  power.  I  know 
that  it  is  sedition  to  distinguish  between 
public  right  and  public  wrong,  between  go- 

vernment and  tyranny.  Nor  is  it  enouehp 
*to  acknowledge  all  good  government  to  do 
irresistible ;  but  the  worst,  and  the  abuse 
of  the  best,  roust  be  irresistible  also.  I 
know  that  to  complain  of  tyranny  is^ocf  ion, 
and  to  throw  it  off  rebellion ;  but  thcgr  who 

oppress  are  the  gteatest  'Rebels,  and  ror  the oppressed  to  turn  upon  them,  is  but  to 
resitt  Rebellion — it  is  but  to  do  a  just  and  - 
natural  action.  Wlioever  violates  the  laws 
of  reason,  equitv,  and  nature,  whatever 
station  or  name  he  may  bear,  is  a  He&e/, 
subject  to  laws  against  tyrants  and  rebellion. 
Tyrant^  therefore,  and  oppressors,  are  the 
highest  and  most  consummate  rebels  in  the 
world— capital  traitors  to  God  and  Mah» 
and  punishable  by  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
Man.  Amid  all  the  absurdities  and  chi- 

meras of  paganism,  it  was  never  believed . 
that  tyranny  was  warranted  by  heaven.  It 
was  never  believed  that  the  bloody  CaligulA 
was  the  vicegerent  of  God,  and  that  the 
worst  of  men  had  a  commission  from  hea- 

ven to  oppress  the  human  race.  It  was 
never  believed  that  murder,  rapine,  and 
misrule,  were  government ;  and  that  law- 

less and  bloody  crooned  robbers,  were  go- 
vernors divinely  appointed.  It  wa:s  never 

believed  that  society  had  no  remedy  against 
devouring  lust  and  the  raging  sword,  which 
were  destro^nhg  all  the  ends  of  society, 
and  even  society  itself.  Such  indignities  to 
God  and  man  were  never  broached^  by 

pa^s;  they  never  propagated  doctrines which  would  have  turned  men  into  idcots, 
destitute  of  reflection  and  feeling;  into 
beasts  of  burthen  and  beasts  of  sacrifice; 
turned  heaven  into  hell;  human  society 
into  a  chaos  of  blood  and  carcases ;  and  the  • 

earth  into  a  place  of  torments.  It'  ne'ver entered  into  the  heart  of  a  Greek  or  a  Uor 
«  X  ,         \ 
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»        nan,  nor  into  toy  heart  that  felt  thtf  aeiiti- 
menta  of  virtue  and  humanity^  that  it  was 
uolawiul  to  defend  nature ;  a  crime  to  ward 
offmuider,  barUarity,  and  desolation ;  and 
an  impiely  to  do  the  moet  godlike  action 
which-  can  be  done  on  this  side  heaven, 
that  of  disarming  tyrants,  and  of  saving 
our  country  irom  perishing.    Government 
is  doubtless  a  sacred  tbmg,  and  justly 
claims  our  reverence  and  duty ;  but  when 
government  is  general  oppression;  when 
navoc,  spoil^  and  persecution  prevail,  to 
the  destruction  of  all  who  do  well ;  when 
law  and  justice  are  banished,  and  militaiy 
despotism  triumphs ;  when  property  is  at- 

tached and  seised  without  the  consent  ef 
its  owner,  and  lives  are  wantonly  destroved ! 
—is  this  government  too  ?  If  it  be,  teU  me 
what  is  not  government  ?  I  do  not  think,  in 
an  age  like  this,  that  the  people  of  this, 
or  any  country,  can  ever  he  so  sunk  or 
deadened  by  opprmsion,  but  that  repeated 
provocation  wui  raise  a  9pirit  amongst  them 

.  capable  of  accomplishing  the  greatest  pro- 
jects.   Even  the  most  profened  and  de- 
graded slaves,  the  people  of  Turkey,  often 

rouse  themselves,  uid  casting  their  proud 
rider  to  the  earth,  trample  him  to  death. 
A  little  qmrk  often  kindles  a  great  flaine, 
and  a  flame  soon  spreads  to  a  conflagration. 
Ah  ignorant  nation  roused  to  assert  its  li- 

berties, will  be  mad  and  furious;  for  when 
men  are  used  like  beasts,  they  will  act  like 
beasts  I  But  when  an  enlightened  people, 
knowing  their  rights,  are  reduced  to  a  state 
ofdej|;r&tion,  Uiey  will  know  that  their 
condition  cannot  be  worse,  but,  by  their 
own  efforts,  their  condition  must  be  better. 
An  ignorant  people,  incited  by  repeated 
it^ury  to  sliake  off  the  load  of  injustice, 
will  risk  unseen  evils  and  calamities— will 
risk  even  a  ciril  war  to  be  revenged  on  their 
oppressors.    Such  was  the  temper  of  the 
Romans  upon  the  revolt  of  Sacrovir— Ihey 
even  exulted  in  it,  and  in  hatred  to  Tiberius, 
wished  success  to  the  public  enemy.    Such 
were  the  injured  people  of  Spam,  who, 

•     when  the  Romans  came,  joyfully  received 
them  as  their  deliverers  trom  the  tyrannous 
yoke  of  Carthage,     But  an  enlightened 
peo]>le  will  never  sully  the  victories  of  jpa- 

•  triotism  by  such  irreeular  conduct.     Re- 
,      v^nge  will  never  be  aaopted  as  a  principle. 

Peace  will  actuate  their  demeanour,  and 
they  will  glory  in  awaiting  Ihe  slow  process 
of  universal  information,  as  a  prelude  to 
universal  emancipation,  rather  than  tarnish 
the  career  of  Uberty,  by  involving  their 
coimtry  in  scenes  of  terror,  waste  and  de- 
predauon;  Oppressed  nature  will,  at  a 
Koper  s«iaon,  depart  from  passive  princi- 

•  gg>  *nd  should  an  attempt  be  made  to wrest  what  remains  of  liberty  from  us,  I trust  all  men  will  concur  to  vindicate  their 
Tinted  rigfats— for,  if  the  attempt  be  suf- 
g^ycg^it  will  be  often  repeated.  A 
itw  nqietiaoiif  create  a  habit^  and'habit 
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will  chum  prescription  and  tifjbL  For  go- 
vernors to  DO  omnipotent,  the  raee  of  man 

must  be  extinct;  andnoaxnmientfcrdM- 
troymg  anarchy  can  be  usea,  but  what  h 
full  as  strong  for  the  overthrow  of  ̂ jniiBy. 
It  is  difficult  to  restore  pubUc  affiun^  whoi 
once  disconcerted,  to  their  former  stBpd|y 
principle— numbers  will  engnge  in  the  c«c^ 
ruptioo,  and  willtiy  eveivart  and  power 
to  support  it,  and  they  will  ooDtinoe  lo  do 
so,  until  nature,  which  is  always  ivper- 
most  in  man,  sims  their  tragical  doom ! 

<<CiTizE]fs;--I  repeat  my  former  a«aw 
tion.  Go  on  as  you  hitherto  have  done, 
in  the  culture  of  reason.  OiaaeminatB 

throughout  the  whole  of  your  country,  that 
knowledge  which  is  so  necessary  to  nan's 
happiness,  and  which  you  have  youndies 
acquired.  Teach  your  children  aniyoor 
countrymen  the  sacred  lessons  of  virtiie^ 
which  are  the  foundations  of  all  human  po- 

lity. Teach  them  to  respect  themselves, 
and  to  love  their  country.  Teach  them  to 
do  unto  all  men  as  they  would  that  tbrr 
shouki  do  unto  them,  and  thev  love  riiaU 
not  be  confined  to  their  coontiy^  but  shall 
extend  to  the  whole  human  race.  When 
such  a  revolutkm  of  sentiment  shall  ham 
dispersed  the  mists  of  prq|udioe ;  wbon^ 
the  incessant  thundenngi  from  the  press, 
the  meanest  cottager  of  our  eoontiy  shall 
be  enlightened  aira  the  sun  of  reason  shaH 
shine  in  its  fiillest  meridian  over  us ;  then 
the  commanding  voice  of  the  whole  people 
shall  reeommendXhe  five  hundred  ana  ̂ tf- 

eigbt  gentiemcn  in  St  Stephen's  Chapel, 
to  go  about  their  business." *<  After  havine  concluded  the  above 
speech,  Henry  Yorke  observol,  that  as 
there  might  be  many  persons  present  who 
came  from  motives  of  curiosity,  and  others 
who  came  for  a  more  criminal  purpose,  he 
should  adduce  in  justification  of  we  lea- 
Boning  he  had  employed,  the  writings  of  a 
man,  who  was  the  nrst  to  reduce  mto  a 
system,  the  study  of  human  understand- 

ing, and  the  principles  of  govemment^he 
meant  John  Locke;  whoM  excellent  dis- 

course on  civil  government  he  then  held  in 
his  hand,  and  from  which  he  read  the  fbl* 

lowing  extracts : 
M  <  No  government  can  have  a  right  to 

obedience  from  a  people  who  have  not 
freely  consented  to  it;  which  they  can 
never  be  supposed  to  do,  till  either  they 
are  put  in  a  full  state  of  liberty  to  choose 
their  government  and  governors^  or  ̂  
least  tOl  they  have  such  standing  laws,  to 
which  the^  have  by  themselves  or  their 
representatives  given  their  free  consent, 

and  also  till  they  are  allowed  their  due'pro- 
perty,  which  is  to  be  proprietors  of  whst 
they  have,  that  nobody  can  take  away  any 
part  of  it  without  their  own  consent,  with- 

out which,  men  under  any  government  aie 
not  in  a  state  of  freedom,  but  an  direell|y 
skives  under  the  force  of  war. 
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**  'There  b  another  way  whereby  eovern- 
meats  are  dissolved,  and  that  is,  when  the 
legi^ature,  or  the  prince,  either  of  tbem, 
act  contrary  to  their  trust.  First,  the  legis- 

lative acts  against  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  when  they  endeavour  to  invade  the 
property  of  the  subject,  and  to  make  ihcm- 
lelveSy  or  any  part  of  ̂ the  community, 
roasters,  or  arbitrary  disposers  of  the  lives, 
liberties  or  fortunes  oi  the  people.  The 
reason  why  men  enter  into  society,  is  the 
preservation  of  their  properly ;  an^  tJie  end 
why  they  choose  and  authorize  a  legislative 
if,  that  there  may  be  laws  made,  and  rules 
set,  as  c;tiards  and  fences  to  the  properties 
of  all  the  members  of  the  society,  to  limit 
the  power,  and  moderate  the  dominion  of 
evciy  part  and  member  of  the  society :  for 
since  it  can  never  be  supposed  to  be  the 
will  of  the  society,  that  the  Icgtsbtive 
should  have  a  power  to  destroy  that  which 
every  one  designs  to  secure,  by  entering 
iDto  society,  ana  for  which  the  people  sub- 
mittfed  themselves  to  legislators  of  their 
own  making ;  whenever  the  legislators  en- 

deavour to  lake  away,  and  destroy  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people,  or  to  reduce  them  to 

slavery,  under  arbitrary  power,  they  put 
themselves  into  a  state  of  war  with  the 

people,  who  are  thereupon  absolved  from 
any  farther  obedience,  and  are  left  to  the 
common  refuge  which  God  hath  provided 
for  all  men,  a^inst  force  and  violence. 
Whenever,  therefore  the  legislative  shall 
iraDSgress  this  fundamental  rule  of  society, 
either  by  ambition,  fear,  folly,  or  corrupt 
tion,  endeavour  to  grasp  themselves,  or 

put  into  the  hands  of  any  other,  an  abso> 
lute  power,  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
estates  of  the  people;  by  this  breach  of 
trust  they  forfeit  the  power  the  people  had 
put  into  their  hands  for  quite  contrary  ends, 
and  it  devolves  to  the  people,  who  had  a 

right  to  resume  their  original  liberty,  and, 
by  tlic  establishment  of  a  new  legislative 
(such  as  they  should  think  fit)  provide  for 
their  own  safely  and  security,  which  is  the 
end  for  which  they  are  in  society.  What  1 
have  said  here,  concerning  the  legislative 
ID  general,  holds  true  also  concernmg  the 
supreme  executor,  who,  having  a  double 
trust  put  in  him,  botli  to  have  a  part  in  the 

legislative  and  the  supreme  execution  of 
the  law,  acts  against  both,  when  he  eoes 
ttb€ut  to  set  up  liis  own  arbitrary  will  as 
the  law  of  the  society.  lie  acts  also  con- 

trary to  his  trust,  when  he  cither  employs 
the  force,  treasure,  and  otHccs  of  the  so- 

ciety, to  corrupt  the  representatives,  and 
gain  ther^j  to  his  purposes;  or  openly  pre- 
engages  the  electors,  and  prescribes  to 
their  choice,  such,  whom  he  lias,  by  solici- 

tations, threats,  promises,  or  otherwise, 
won  to  his  designs ;  and  employs  them  to 
bring  in  sucli,  who  have  promised  before- 

hand what  to  vote,  and  what  to  enact. 
Thus  to  re^iJate  ca/ididates  and  electors^ 
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and  new-mode]  the  ways  of  election,  wliat 
is  it  but  to  cut  up  the  government  by  the 
roots,  and  poison  the. very  foundation  of 
public  security?  for  the  people  having  re- 
acrved  to  themselves  the  choic.e  of  their 
representatives,  as  the  fence  to  their  pro- 

perties, could  do  it  for  no  other  end,  but 
that  they  might  always  be  -freely  chosen, 
and  so  chosen,  freely  act,  and  advise,  as  the 
necessity  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the 

public  good  should,  upon  cxaminatiou  and 
mature  debate,  be  juaged  to  require.  This 
those  who  give  their  votes  before  they  hear 
the  debate,  and  have  weigheil  the  reasons 
on  all  sides,  arc  not  capable  of  doing.  To 
prepare  such  an  assembly  as  this,  and  en- 

deavour to  set  up  the  declared  abettors  of 
his  own  will,  for  the  true  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  law-makers  of  the  so- 

ciety, is  certainly  as  great  a  breach  of  trust, 
and  aa  perfect  a  declaration  of  a  design  to 
subvert  the  government,  as  is  possiMe  to 
be  met  with.  To  which,  if  one  shall  add 
rewtrds  and  punishments,  visibly  employed 
to  the  same  end,  and  all  the  arts  of  per- 

verted law  made  use  of  to  take  ofl  and  des- 
troy all  that  stand  in  the  way  of  such  a  de- 

sign, and  will  not  comply  and  consent  to 
betray  the  liberties  of  tneir  country,  it  will 
be  past  doubt  what  is  doing.  What  power 
they  ought  to  have  in  the  society,  who  thus 
employ  it  contrary  to  the  trust,  went  along 
with  it  in  its  first  institution,  is  easy  to  de- 

termine :  and  one  cannot  but  see,  that  he 
who  has  once  attempted  any  such  thing 
as  this,  cannot  any  longer  be  trusted. 

"  To  this,  perhaps,  it  will  be  said,  that  the 
people  bein^  ignorant,  and  always  discon- 

tented, to  lay  the  foundation  of  govern- 
ment in  the  unsteady  opinion  and  uncer- 

tain humour  of  the  people,  is  to  expose  it 
to  certain  ruin ;  and  no  government  will  be 
able  long  to  subsist  if  the  people  may  set 
up  a  new  legislative,  whenever  they  take 
offence  at  the  old  one.  To  this  1  answer, 
quite  the  contrary.  People  are  not  so 
easily  got  out  of  their  old  Ibrms^  as  some 
are  apt  to  suggest.  They  are  hardly  to  be 
prevailed  with  to  amend  the  acknowledged 
faults  in  the  frame  they  have  been  accus- tomed to. 

"  *  But  it  Will  be  said  this  hypothesis  lays  • 
a  ferment  for  frequent  rebellion.  To  which 
I  answer,  first,  no  more  Uian  any  other 
hypothesis ;  for,  when  the  people  are  made 
miserabte,  and  find  themselves  exposed  to 
the  ill  usage  of  arbitrary  power,  err  up 

their  governors  as  much  as  you  wHl  foe 
sons  ot  Jupiter :  let  them  be  sjm  red  or  di- 

vine, descended,  or  authorized  fn>m  heaven ; 
give  them  out  for  whom  or  what  you  please, 

the  same  will  happen.  The  people  gene-, 
rally  ill-treated,  and  contrary  lo  right,  will 

be  ready  upon  any  occasion  lo  case  them- 
selves of  a  burthen  which  sits  heavy  upon 

them.  The^  w\V\  WysJix  ̂ jwV  «fcV,  V>i  >iQft^ 

oppot\\miv^,  vi\uO:i  m  \^t  t\v^^i^^'^* 
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ucssand  accidents  of  human  afiairs,  sel- 
doniKlclays  long  to -ofier  itself.  jQe  must 

have  lived  but  a  *litlle  while  in  t6e  world, 
who  has  not  seen*  examples  of  this  in*  his 
time;  he 'must  have  read  very  litUe,  who cannot  produce  examples  of  it  in  all  sorts 
5>f  government  in  the  world.  Secondly,  I 

answer,  that  *such  revolutions  happen  not UDon  every  little  mismanagement  in  public 
amucs.  ureat  mistakes  in  the  ruling  part, 
many  wrong  and  inconvenient  laws,  and  all 
^e  slips  of  human  frailty,  will  be  borne  by 
the  people,  without  mutiny  or  niunliur; 
butif  a  long  train  of  abuses,  prevarications 
and  arUfices,  aH  tending  the  same  way, 
make  the  design  visible  to  the  people,  and 
tliev  cannot  but  feel  what  they  lie  under, 
and  lee  whither  they  arc  going,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  they  stwuld  then 
rouse  themselves,  and  endeavour  to  put  the 
rule  into  such  hands  which  may  secure  to 

them  the  eAds  for  which  'goveniiuent  was 
first  clec|6d ;  and  without  which,  ancient 
names  and  specious  forms,  arc  so  f«ir  from 
being  better,  that  they  are  much  worse 
than  a  state  of  nature,  or  pure  anarchy — 

'  the  inconveniences  being  all  as  great  and as  near,  but  the  rcniedy  fartlier  off  and 
more  dimcult.' 

"  After  reading  the  above,  Henry  Yorke 
continued,  'I  must  observe  to  you,  that 
'  for  this  discourse  on  civil  government 
<Jolm  Locke  was  preferred  by  king  Wi|. 
*  liam  to  the  important  place  of  roaster  of 
'  the  Mint,  and  was  universally  beioved 
*  and  honoured  at  court.    This  'book  was 
*  generally  conhidcrcd,  at  the  time  it  came 
'  out,  to  have  been  a  more  powerful  means 
'  of  securing  the  kinjg  upon  nis  throne,  than 
*  even  the  arms  ot  Holland  and  Britain, 
*  and   it   has  contributed,  perhaps,  more 
*  than  any  otiicr  publication,  to  secure  the 

*  present  royal  family  upon  the  tlirune  of  ' 
.  *  these  kinj;doni5.   Although  it  was  written  \ 
*  a  century  ago,  it  was  a  principle  in  cala-  i 
^'bhshingthe  American  Revolution,  it  has  ■ 
,'  *  conspiretl  the  overthrow  of  despotism  in  ' 
*  France ;  and,  befi>rc  long,  its  principles  ; 
*  .will  h«vc  driven  despotism  from  the  face 
*  of  Europe.    To  such  a  bonk  there  can  be 
*  no  exception  ;  and,  I  think,  I  cannot  bet- 
*  tcr  serve  the  kinj;,  or  my  fellow  citizens, 
'  than  in  bringing  it  before  the  public.    I 
*  undersUind  it  is  not  to  bo  purchased,  bc- 
*  cause  I  am  told    ministry  have    bought 
*  them  all  up,  or  they  were  purchased  to  be 
*  sent  to  America;  But   I  will  defeat  tlicir 
*  ends,  I  will  extract  its  spirit,  and  give  it 
*  you  in  a  small  compass,  and  as  cheap  as  ! 
« the  prc^s  can  print  it.*  [Loud  and  reiterat- ed appl.ui>es.] 
,  "The  following  resolutions  were  next 
ftad  and  tmanimously  approved  of,  amidst 
loud  applau>cs. 

• "  4.  That  in  every  countr^-  where  the 
pcop\Q  have  no  ahare  in  their  government, 
UxMtwo  is  ̂ rnuiD}\ 
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"  5.  That,  therefoiey  a  govenmcDt  u 
tyrannical  or  free,  in  propcvtion  m  the or  imec^^ally 

equally people  are sented. 

'*  6.  Convinced  of  'thii  truth,  it  )b  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  thilt  the  pQffle 
ought  to  demand  as  a  right,  and  not  peti- 

tion as  a  favour,  for  universal  repreff^^ 
tion. 

<<  7^  That,  therefore,  we  will  petition  (the 
House  of  Commons  no  more  on  this  l^b- 

jcct. 

**  After  which  Henry  Yorke,  accordins  to  , 
a  requisition  which  had  been  made  tp  mm 
a  few  days  before,  presented  the  fpllowing 
petition  to  the  king  for  the  total  and  nn- 
qualified  emancipation  of  the  negro  ai^jes. 
He  prefaced  the  petition  with  a  most  ̂ o- 
qucnt  and  animated  speech  on  the  sul^ject ; 
but  from  the  fatigue  which  he  had  under- 

gone from  the  preceding^  part  of  the  busi- 
ness, it  was  impossible  tor  him  to  cariy.to 

its  intended  length,  a  discourse  which  bad 
already  drawn  tears  and  sighs  from  a  gijeat 
part  of  his  auditory.  As  we  understand 
nc  means  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  public 
on  the  subject,  in  which,  of  course,  will  be 
included  the  observatbns  wliich  he  made 
at  this  meeting,  we  trust  no  apology  will  be 
necessary  for  our  omitting  to  give  any 
sketch  of  them  here. 

"  '  TO   THE   XIBC. 

'* '  Sire ; — Justice  is  eternal.  Unconfioed 
by  time,  person,  circumstance,  or  place,  it 
ought  to  form  the  basis  of  all  legitimate 
government,  and  llie  motive  of  all  human 
intercourse. 

**  *  As  intcUer.tiul  beings,  we  conceive  it 
to  be  a  sacred  obliiration,  imposed  on  us  by 
the  Supreme  Being,  to  think  for  ourselvc?. 
In  conformity  to  which  principle,  we  are 
naturally  lea  to  desire  the  extension  of 
knowledge  tiiroughout  the  world.  As  we 
ourselves  feel,  we  are  naturally  led  to  sym- 

pathize with  lho>e  who  feel  aUo.  Wishing 
to  he  rid  of  the  weight  of  oppression  under 
whicf)  we  grcan,  we  are  induced  to  compas- 

sionate those  who  groan  also,  and  to  desire 
an  alleviation  of  theirlsufferings. 

**  *  On  our  own  account  we  have  repeat- 
edly (petitioned  the  I^wer  House  of  Parlia- 

ment, but  pclitioucd  in  vain.  We  are 
weary  of  the  practice.  We  arc  disgusted  to 
hear  the  hallowed  name  of  Ul)erly  made 

the  sport  of  corrupt  placemen;  and  we  are 
shocked  to  see,  that  in  the  practice  of  le- 

gislation, humanity  is  hut  a  name.  We  are 
now  petitioninj:,*  not  for  ourselves,  hut  for 
others ;  for  tho^e  whose  sorrows  harrow  up 
the  feeling  soul,  and  terrify  the  christian 

heart;  for 'those,  who  are  the  victims  of 
avarice,  cruelty,  rajtine,  immorality,  and 
luxury.  We  have  the  sanction  of  one  of 

your  majesty's  sons,  in  declaring,  that  the 
negro  slaves  in  the  West  Indii-s,  are  full  as 
Va^^^  %&  VVtfi  Vqw^i  cUsuea  of  people  ̂ re  in 



jy  Jligh  Treason. 

l<\v  so  grcal  «n  outho- 
of  our  petiUuQ  ;    and 

;,  till  I  wc  who  suppiiculc  your 
r«i  {icncrally  niCQ  of  lljal  descrip* 
re  bgujid  lo  concJudo,  lliAt  if  cur 

tellivtu  bt:  no  happier  ihuu  we 
iU»»i>l  b€  '"-'/>"»  •■   I'  -hI.     Tor 

>ari,  birf^  iin  !  -iifvous 
lensj  and  we  btc  „    , ._  i  .  _  -i  redress 

Tjcfore  our  p>cs,  aor  have  wc  a  iiop*  thai 
^jmir  miseries  will  ahoilly  eud.     Hur  wive^ 
Itrul  iUllc  ones  lire  sUirviug,  uad  uursplvc*j 
vnablr  to  jr>fT,vtf!r   ihcm  with  Uie  common 

I  re  iur*k  in  sorrow,  and 
t  their  bitter  aji^ony  and 
1  le  €onttmipl4ttun.ot  our 
:  ac^  udd  i  Lioiiolly  alarin- 

t.   Lti  uiuiiv  of  having  more  bur- 
JLCcumulaUxl  upon  u^,  which   may  t>e 
^live  of«  o'^-  -'.    ris  injurious  to  the 
lily,  and  to  the  interests  of 
iiucutu  ^irt,  K  our  state, 
mcb,  ffon  ;iwn  by 
ike  of  V  ►  of  our 
brethren  in  liie  tolgiaci.     Iiut,inad- 

^diii<»o  to  the  U'sltuionvoi^  hij^i  un  at^itho- 
Uy,  we  have  ti  volume  of  respectable  cvi- 
kucc   dehvered  into  the   House  of  Com- 

which  proves  be VI      '  !       "U, 
lur  condition  ih  by  i'  '<»- 
as    f'--'     -'     ■'  '■     ■  '  'i    'iiu'  uns. 

'hey  Mi  I  odious  em* M' "  I'Jiliou  of  the 

inlry,  and  of 
I'  ,   The  rights 

feoeial  heinje;  urc  (k'uicil  lo  him,  and 
principlr  (/f  inomi  obligatioo  h  dca> 
.     1  ,  the  piTson,  «nd  the 

U%lry  <  arc  at  the  disposal  of 
the  ninsur  —  J  ,xi  diflereiit  is  onr^late ;  and 
althoii^U  from  not  bein^  reprei!»ented  in  the 
ifousf:  of  Commons,  our  properly  rtiay  be 

n  from  us  Vilhout  our  consent;  al- 
h    from    the    cret:lion    of    barmcka 

bout  our  country,  and  from  the  un- 

iiiiijiit'il  ll^ll■.,I^lf■rll i,n  ..I''' I. .ri-i.-r,  troops en  to  a 
•m  the 

i^ioyeil  lo  w  re*t  the  ii- Uom  the  hands  of  the 

bjcci— we  ciinnot  cull  ourselves  free  nirn 
iKfr  strict  *(tnsc  of  the  word;  yet  otrr 

not  be   taken   from  ua,  hut   for 
,   '  viuu!^iy  delined  und  declared  pu- 

y  law  ;  rif  1  r  per^ns  be 
»|>ortcd  u  iity  the  lust, 

or  the  tikK-iiy  -Ji  '  ■"—  '""-    md 
szave  druM^      Su  \\tj  we  hnv*  i|y 
the  adv;im  ,^t' .  -  <  r   tlw  h/i.tm  ^  ̂ idJ 

wc  ran  11'  to  the 

ttuil  he  TC;<Moacd  more  from  our  actual 
it  ion,  thin  from  what  we  were,  and 
t  t  to  he — A  free,  a  happy,  and 

ople. 
[MiuiLLjuj^,  ihcrpfore,  ihc  comparifton 

whkli  h»»  beta  diuwn  bciyrcui  Uii.  yoot  of 

A.  D.  179^. 
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tills  country  and  the  ne^o  slaucs  in  the 
cdonieSf  wc  beseech  your  m^«sty  lo  lake 
into  your  gracious  conaideTalion  our  peci- 
tion  in  their  behalf.  We  iirt  happy  lo  con- 

gratulate your  m.ii  ^^  -  -  j^j^ cultivate  reason  on  iity 

exerting  ourselves  i^  v.m-h  ic->  uiu^ivncc 
univertMilly.  Our  success  bire,  hua  been 

wonderful  '    W'f   rim  v 
your  mi\ son  we  It 
for  mans  imppmcs^; 

firr^t  und  best  gilt  cf  ( 
il  would  be  impioii 
lege  to  surrender. 
of  liberiyf  of  justice,  and  oi 
for  the   sake   of   tliose,    w 

'  Mercy  !    Mercy  1    Master 

^ifintJiinciDJ^    lo 

ibat'rea- 
V  14  made 

y  is  the 

—which 

rri- 

;  >rf, 

:iJm1 

Of, 

clemally  in  our  ears,  we  f»etition,  we  im- 

plore your  raajestj',  to  put  an  en<l  to  tiiat 
devilish  commerce  in  human  (iesh  ;  which 
is  a  thousand  times  more  aboniinabie  ia 

ll^c  c^es  of  Gotl  and  of  man,  than  the  prac- 
tice of  selling  human  ilesU  m  Germuuy— 

because  accompanied  with  acts  more  pro- 

foundly cruel,  and  more  deliberai^^Jy  inhu- 
man, The  voice  of  an  imm"  -^rity 

of  the  whole  nation  has  m\  hu« 
manilyof  Ihc  House  of  Common!?  lor  the 
partial  abolition  of  injustice — bul  lo  vain. 
It  wtts  told,  that  the  slave  trade  wa«  iabu- 
man,  impolitic,  and  unchristiaQ.  Eighty- 
eight  only  out  of  558,  voted  agrccai^ly  to 
tlic  will  of  the  nation  for  its  abolition!  I 
Did  the  remainin|r  470  mcdti  thereby  to 
sanction  inhumanity  and  impolicy,  and  lo 

oppose  the  holy  christian  religion,  the  fun- 
damental maxim  of  which  b,  '  Dounloall 

•  men  as  you  would  they  should  do  unto 
'  yon  V  One  nielancholy  fact,  however,  it 
lids  proved,  that  a  sense  of  a  majunty  of 

the  people  was  not  re^uri!  '  '  '  '  'use, and  tbut  justice  and  hi  no 
consideration,  when  pol  ><^  -•  .j-  ̂ .Lion 
with  aval  ice,  wealth,  and  power.  Uut 
what  makes  humanity  more  I  ban  bhmJdfr, 
one  of  the  members  of  that  Housr ,  who 

had  hi»  Icir  hit  of  by  a  shark,  and  who<% 
hfe  w»*  Kived  by  a  poor  negro,  declared, 
that  he  should  vole  against  the  abolition  of 
tlic  »lave  trade,  because  the  ne^roofi  COD- 
gumed  the  refuse  of  our  fisbenes.  Such 

marked  tnpalilude,  such  unfeeling  bar* 
barily,  publicly  avowed  in  the  BiiUsh  a6- 

nale,' instead  of  senditig  the  author  to  pri- 
son for  an  abuse  of  speech,  met  with  r©- 

|)cated  applauses  :  and  what  grieves  ua 
more,  we  find,  that  this  very  man  has  been 

appointed  by  your  m  liisfv's  miniUers,  to superintend  ihe  pr-  1 1  of  the  army* 
now  carrying  on  i  iful  work  of 
human  slaiieHier^  on  the  bt<KMl-«lai[i€d 
fields  of  Flanlers. 

*•  *  So  many  bars  have  been  thrown  in  the 

way  to  prevent  the  abolition  uf  liwi  %tefr<^ 

trude,  b^  l\\o^  \it\Wt\vft^  VMfl6aW\Mii^"«Jctf>i 
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West  India  merchants,  and  planten:  so 
many  obstadm  haring  been  opposed  to  the 
redamationa  of  humaniQr  in  wnm  of  the 
wretdied— we  petition  your  majestar.  in 
whose  hands  is  mercy,  to  recommena,  or 
eonmiand  the  Bntish  senate  immediately 
to  abolish,  in  the  fullest  manner^  and  with* 
out  anr  qualification,  negro  slanwy  in  the 
West  inaia  islands-^-because  it  is  msulting 
to  human  nature  in  an  age  of  reason  and 
philosophy— because  it  trads  to  open  wide 
the^  flood-eates  of  patronage,  eomiption, 
and  depenoance :  inflames  and  stimulates 
the  sordid  passion  of  avarice,  which  is  ever 
ready  to  fted  ambition,  to  furnish  the  first 
means  of  engaging  in  ruinous,  bloody,  and 
destnictive  wars,  by  which  courtiers  are 
enriched^  and  nations  becgared— because 
its  abolition  will  redeem  tte  national  ho- 

nour, too  kmg  sullied  by  the  trade  of 
blood— because  it  will  promote  the  cause  of 
liberty,  which  is  stridmg  apace  throughout 
iJlthe  regions  of  the  worlci— because  it  will 
avenge  peacefully  ages  of  wrongs  done  to 
our  negro  brethren— because  it  will  give  to 
industi7  its  just  latitude— because  it  will 
put  an  end  to  injustice,  impolicy,  cruelty, 
avarice,  havoc,  sfioil.  and  blood— because  it 
will  cover  a  mulfituae  of  national  sins,  and, 
instead  of  national  fasts,  which  are  too  fre- 

quently the  dreadfiil  preludes  of  blood 
and  sorrow,  it  will  be  a  national  feast, 
gmtefiil  to  God,  and  pleasing  to  man.  It 
will  extend  the  empire  of  benevolence,  the 
brotherhood  of  the  human  race,  and  im- 

mortalise your  migesty's  reign,  for  having 
established  on  their  purest  principles,  the 
claims  of  justice,  and  the  rients  of  man/ 

**  The  above  petition,  ana  the  following resolutions  were  received  with  unbounded 
applause,  and  without  one  dissenting  voice, 
except  at  the  word  hrnHhly,  which  was  seve- 

ral times  used  in  the  petition,  was  objected 
lo,  and  on  beins  put  to  the  vole,  was  una- 

nimously agreed  to  be  expuneed. 
**  8.  That  we  feel  oursdves  not  onlv 

ashamed,  but  indicnant,  that  the  Bntish 
flovemment  should  be  actively  enjpged  in 
tne  traffic  and  slavery  of  human  bemgs. 

**  9.  That  as  no  compromise  can  be  made 
between  freedom  and  tyranny,  between 
virtue  and  vice,  justice  and  injustice,  we 
think  it  our  duty  not  to  confine  ourselves 
to  the  mere  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
which  would  be  sacrificinff  a  right  to  a  con- 

venience, but  to  petition  for  the  total  eman- 
cipation of  the  negro  slaves. 

**  10.  That  the  petition  to  the  king  now 
read,  for  the  total  and  unqualified  abdition 
of  negro  slavery,  is  approved. 

*<  11.  That  a  congratulatory  letter  be 
transmitted  to  Thomas  Walker,  of  Man- 

chester, on  his  victory  over  church  and 
kins  associations,  and  that  the  letter  now 
reaa  be  approved, 
^/^.  Tiuit  the  above  petition  and  ad- 

'  'n  be  tnaacribed  on  parchment*,  and 

thatlbey  be  forwarded  to  eailfilMhope, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  pvBMM  tba  ad- 

dress andpetition  to  hit  mueitj. 
<<  IS.  TtiatthethanksoftiufiiM0liiigare 

given  to  all  those  juries  who^  in  ibeiB  in- 
quisttoriel  tinies,  have  acted  like  finanen, 
in  acquitting  those  of  their  foUkm  citiMiB 
who  nave  been  broueht  to  trial  for  wpmkr 
ing  what  they  thought. 

M  td,   TtMit  thsk  nmrMiltnM  nftMy 14.  That  the 
ing  be  publicly  advertiaed  and 
to  the  Friends  of  liberty,  of  Jnstiee^  and 
Humanity:  throughout  the  kingdom. 

"  15.  Thai  a  voluntaiy  sobscriptkn  be 
immediately  opened,  for  defraying  the  ex- 

penses attending  these  proceeninga. 
«  10.  That  the  committeeof  the  Shelidd 

Constitutional  Society  be 
that,  the  above  resolutkm  be 
e£fect;  and  that  th^  prepare  an  address  to 
the  British  nation,  explanatoiy  of  the  mo- 

tives which  have  induced  this  maetins  to 
adopt  the  resolution  of  no  more  petitkmuig 

the  House  of  Commons  on  the  luliiectw' reform. 

a  congratulatory  letter  to  Thomas  Wim»«, 
of  Manchester,  read,  on  his  acquittal  fiom 
an  infamous  prosecution  at  Luicaater^  the 
meeting  was  dissolved. 

<'  Notwithstanding  the  largeness  of  the 

company,  so  great  were  Henry  Yorke's exertions,  and  so  close  the  attention  paid 
to  him,  tiiat  there  was  scarcely  a  person 
present  who  did  not  distinctiyhear ;  many, 
indeed,  we  are  told,  who  were  not  hereto- 

fore remarkable  for  their  liberality  of  sen- 
timent, have  acknowledged  themselves 

greatiy  enlightened  by  what  they  heard. 
To  show  the  high  sense  entertained  of 
Henry  Yorke's  services  at  this  meeting,  by 
the  populace,  he  was  no  sooner  seat3  in 
the  coach,  which  attended  on  him,  (thin 
the  horses  were  taken  from  the  carriage, 
and  the  people  drew  him  through  most  of 
the  public  streets  in  Sheffield,  uoid  the  ac- 

clamations of  thousands: — which  done^ 
after  a  few  admonitory  words  from  the 
orator,  every  man  went  peaceably  to  his 

own  home.'' **  AN   ADDBESS  TO  THB  saiTISH  HATIOV. 

''  Friends  and  Countrymen ; — ^We  have 
this  day  decided,  with  the  exception  of 
only  one  dissentins  voice,  that  the  House 
of  Commons  shall  never  again  be  peti- 

tioned by  us  on  the  sul^ect  of  parliamen- 
tary reform. 

*<  We  owe  to  the  nation,  to  posterity, 

even  to  foreign  countries,  and  to  the-  go> vemment  itself  under  which  we  Uve,  an 
exposition  of  our  motives.  To  the  nation 
we  owe  this  duty,  because  we  are  of  op- 
nion.  that  the  will  of  the  minority  of  tne 
people  should  be,  at  all  times,  the  anpiHie 
law :  and  that  if  the  few  dissent  finii  the 

0^0^  Q^  ̂ ^  IBdKK^J^  \»!w«nx 



the  will  of  the  mftjoril^  may  be  to  them  as 
^nikofftcUon,  yeiGjKuion  ia  always  free 

and  sacretJ,  the  n^hl  ot'nmu  to  enjoy*  and 
the  conscientious  duly  of  man  lo  tfitTube. 
Under  the  full  conviction  of  this  princi(ile, 
we  feel  ourselves,  at  present,  the  raiuoniy^ 
because  we  are  Uie  first  lo  agitate  the 
que&tion,  and  to  repel  the  monstrous  idea 
of  pNCtitioning  when  our  petitions  are  not 
received  by  the  House  of  Commons,  But, 
we  are  numerous — wc  arc  many  thousands; 
and  as  nothing  opens  the  eyes  of  men  so 
much  »s  their  inlcrests,  we  demand,  fellow- 
cilixens,  nay,  we  are  entitled  to  it  from  our 
^numbers,  that  you  lend  an  attentive  ear  to 
,the  truths  wc  are  about  to  utter,  and  to  the 
^reclanutions  we  arc  about  to  make  in  fa- 
rmotir  o(  oppressed  humanity.  Hearken 
uoto  our  voice,  for  we  think  it  will  strike 
conviction;  attend  to  our  reasoning,  for  wc 
know  that  your  applauding  sentiments  will 
give  solemnity  to  uur  measures,  and  conso- 
auenre  to  our  example.  To  posterity  this 
outy  is  owine,  because  they    ̂ ill   expect 

I  Justice  at  our  hands,  liberty
  fron^  our  cier- 

tioos^  happiness  and  peace  froDti  the  suc- 
,€es8  of  our  cause.    To  foreign  countries, 
because  ibey  will  then  form  some  estimate 
^f  the  degree  of  confidence  which  we,  who 
Jive  under  the  British  government,  repose 
In  it ;  and  of  the  affection,  respect  and  obe- 

dience, paid  by  our  nilers  to  the  majesty  of 
the  people.    To  the  government  itself,  be- 

^H  cause  it  will    discover,  in  our    firm   and 
^Ksoanly  tone  of  conduct,  materials  for  sc- 
^HriouB  and  »olemn  debate.    It  will  discover 
^Hlhat  the  exercise  of  a  power,  underived 
^Kfrom  even  maeislerial  authority,  is  totally 

lepugnant  lo  the  genius  of  a  legi.slalive  as- 
scrahlv,  (which  ou^ht  to  be  an  emanation 
irom  the  public  will,  and,  therefore,  ohe- 
di«nt  to  it)  because  it  has  a  tendency  to 
loosen  the  bands  of  subordination,  and  to 

,    ™  ireaken  that  reverence  which  should   al- 

Kiys  be  shown  to  a  government  which  re- ards  the  condition  and  fulfils  the  mandates 

f  its  sovereign,  the  people.  It  w^ill  be 
taught  a  lesson,  which  is  sanctioned  by  the 
testimony  of  both  ancient  and  modern 
story,  that  when  a  government  contemns 
the  people,  the  people  wilt,  in  their  turn, 
contemn  the  government :  it  will  be  taught 
that  when  their  exists  a  want  of  confidence 
between  the  governors  and  the  governed, 
confusion,  the  worst  of  national  distempers, 
if  the  insue. 

**  Our  petition  was  received  with  the  ut- 
inert  indignation  by  the  House  of  Com- 

mons ;  which  was  no  more  than  we  ex- 
pected Wc  knew  thai  the  hgmeK  truths, 

♦c  uttered  would  be  very  unwelcome 
cuests  in  that  House.  We  never  expected 
that  a  body,  in  which  there  were  so  many  , 
placemen  and  pensioners,  would  listen  to 
Uic  palpable  facts  stated  in  that  petition ; 
tb«  object  of  which  was,  to  toot  out  inju»- 
tloc^  tod  to  curb  licentiousness  and  corrup- 

lion.      KeverlheJess,  as    we  were 
upon  by    our  countrymen  lo   unite  with 
them,  we  thought  ourselves  bound  to  com- 

ply with  their  wishes.    And  although  our 
petition  was  disdainfully  rejected,  because 
not  couched  in  language  sufficiently  polite 
and  respectful  for  the  five  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  gentlemen  who  sit  aa  the  Housa 
of  Commons,  yet  t>eUcve  us,  fellow  citip 
zens,  we  arc  still  of  opinion,  that  the  mat- 

ter it  contained  was  aot  only  just  and  pio- 
per,  but,  we  think^  that  even  (lie  language^ 
which  gave  so  much  offence  to  the  hon. 
gentlemen,  was  much  too  moderate  for  us. 
For,  if  the  House  of  Commons  were  tbm 
real  representatives  of  the  people,  we  cer- 

tainly had  a  right  to  dictate,  and  not  ki 
petition,  because  they  could  be  consUlereJ 
ui  no  other  light  tlian  as  the  organs  of  llie 
public  will.    And  if  they  refused  to  obey 
that  will  they  would  be  usurpers  and  not 
representatives.    If,  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  not  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
what  have  we  to  do  with  them ;  if  they 
are  not  our  representatives  we  cannot  be 
their  constituents ;   and  to  petition  itiose 
who  are  not  our  representatives  as  our  re- 

presentatives, would  be  a  manifest  absur- 
dity, if  not  an  insult  and  mockery  of  our* 

selves.    However,  the  pelitidn,  tuch  as  it 
was,  beingtermed  disrespectful,  was  thrown 
out  by  a  nuijority  of  79,  there  being  29 
only  who  voted  for  its  being  received,  and 
108  who  voted  against  it.     Such  imperioi  ̂ 
treatment  rather  gives  warning  than  strikfiii 
terror.    The  abuse  of  representation  can 
never  come  in  the  place  of  a  rule,  for  no 
legal  power  can  be  derived  from  injury  or 
injustice.    On  this  ground  alone,  therefore, 
we  are  justified  in  preserving  a  sullen  si- 

lence in  respect  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
For  if  grievances,  abuses,  complaints,  and 
truth,  are  to  be  discarded  from  that  House, 
because  not  dressed  in  a  gentleman>like 
language,  how    are  we   plain  mechanics, 
ever  lo  obtain  redress,  who  arc  not  gentle- 

men, and  who  are,  consequently  ignorant 
of  those    polite    and  courtly  expressions 
which  are  necessary  to  gain  a  hearing  in 
that  House.     We  are  ignorant  of  the  art 
of  displaying  truth  by  halves,  and,  as  we 
love  plain  dealing  ourselves,  we  detest  by* 
pocrisy  in  others,  and  pity  those  who  would 
wish  us  lo  follow  their  exam  ple.^-We  said 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  we  are  wronged 
and  aggrieved^ — will  you  ri^ht  us,  and  re- 

dress our  grievances,  or  will  you  not  P   If 
you  will,  we  shall  be  satisfied;  if  you  will 
not,  wc  shall  seek  redress  some  other  waj. 
This  is  the  sole  questjon  with  us,  and  we 
put  it,  as  we  thought,  in  a  most  becoming 
style  to  the  House  of  Commons.    But,  our 
petition  being  scouted,  we  shall  trouble 
tliem  no  more  with  our  coarse  and  unmaa* 
ncrly  language.    It  will  be  our  dutv  to  pro- 

ceed, as  we  have  uniformly  done  mthetto^ 

in  eaIig]Uv^i^(|  \\u&   v^"^^^  xoffii^V  ̂ ^^^ 



«87J 35  GEORGE  Hi. 
THatqfJokn  Home.'Tooke 

[668 

when  8  complete  revolution  of  sentiment 
siiali  take  place  (as  will  shortly  be  the 
case)  in  our  country,  we  shall  open  our 
mouths,  in  that  key  we  think  most  agree- 

able to  ourselves.  And  our  voice,  together 
with  that  of  our  disfranchised  countrymen, 
will  resemble,  perhaps,  the  thundering  from 
Mount  Sinai ! 

"  Yes^  countrymen,  we  demand  eauality 
of  rights,  in  which  is  included  equalitv  of 
representation,  without  which  terror  is  law, 
and  the  obligations  of  justice  are  weakened ; 
because  unsanctionetl  by  the  sacred  voice 
of  the  j>eople.  We  ure  not  speaking  of 
that  visionary  equality  of  pronerty,  the 
practical  assertion  of  which  would  desolate 
the  world,  and  replunge  it  into  the  darkest 
And  wildest  barbarism ;  but  that  equality 
we  claim,  is  to  make  the  slave  a  man,  the 
man  a  citizen,  and  the  oitizen  an  integral 
part  of  the  state;  to  make  him  a  joint  so- 
vereini,  and  not  a  subject;  to  oblige  law, 
which  ou^ht  to  be  an  emanation  from  the 
seneral  will,  to  shed  its  influence,  without 
oistinction,  over  the  heads  of  all,  and  to 
restrain  or  strike  the  wealthy  plunderer 
eaually  with  the  more  homely  offender. 
We  wish  to  give  rights  to  him  who  has 
none,  and  a  country  to  him  who  wants  one. 
We  wish  to  upset  the  idol  of  injustice, 
which  has  poured  forth,  from  its  exalted 
throne,  a  deluge  of  sorrow,  and  flooded  the 
world  with  tears  and  the  blood  of  its  inha- 

bitants. We  desire  to  see  wisdom  demand- 
ing of  miserable  millions  their  wants,  and 

humanity  at  hand  to  supply  them.  We 
desire  to  see  the  sanctuary  of  virtue 
erected,  and  the  standard  of  liberty  planted 
in  our  land,  around  which  the  people  may 
rally  as  to  an  holy  of  holies.  In  short,  we 
desire  to  see  the  alter  of  equality  blazing  in 

Britain,  whose  streams  of^fire,  whilst  they shall  shock,  convulse,  and  tear  down  the 
rotten  pillars  of  prejudices;  whilst  they 
shall  consume  tyrants,  and  terrify  public 
^linquents ;  shall  pierce  into  the  hearts  of 
the  whole  people,  and  confirm  the  wide 
empire  of  morals  on  the  wreck  of  supersti- 

tion and  vice. — Such  is  our  equalitv,  and 
such  is  the  equality  which  we  proudly  gra- 
tulate  our  countrymen  will  shortly  be  csta 

opinion  may  be  respected.    When  the  ge- 
neral will  is  known,  it  ought  to  be,  it  mnst 

be  obeyed.    Rulers  will  ahraytf  respect  you, 
when  yon  respect  yourselves;    and,  oh* 
sacred  isle !  honoured  in  the  page  of  his- 

tory for  having^  cherished  the  flame  of  li. 
berty   when    it    hath    been    smothered 
throughout  the  globe ;  renowned  for  thy 
Ham|K)en,  thy  Sidney,  and  thy  Locke- 
still  be  the  asylum  of  the  unfortunate;  and 
the  refuge  of  the  liree ! — Sacred  loye  of  our 
country  f— teach  the  people  their  rights, 
that  they  may  avenge  their  wrones !  noly 

.    flame  of  patriotism  i    kindle   wiUiin  our 
breasts  the  sacred  flame  of  liberty,  and  give 
us  couraee  to  assert  it !  Virtue !  teach  us 
mercy^  that  we  may  spread  far  »nd  iride 
the  empire  of  peace  and  benevolence  !*' 
They  then    proceeded   to  cross  examine 

Broomhcad,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Home  Tookc; 
he  said  they  had  no  view  of  overturning  the 
government  by  force,  that  he  knew  of:  that 
there  was  no  intent  to  attack  the  king;  that 

they  were  as  well  aft'ected  to  the  king  as  any people  in  Eneland ;  that  there  was  no  inten- 
tion against  the  House  of  Lords,  to  his  know- 

ledge ;  but  a  reform  in  the  democratical  part 
of  the  British  constitution  was  that  which 
they  aimed  at,  the  representative  part  in  the 
House  of  Commons ;   he  knew  uf  no  other 
view,  and  they  had  no  view  to  obtain  it  by force. 

He  was  asked,  upon  his  re-exam inatiun  for 
the  prosecution,  how  that  motion  to  negative 
tha^etitinn  to  parliament  was  managed;  h*» 
said  that  it  was  settled  by  a  very  few  persons ; 
tliat  if  any  person  had  had  views  of  doing  any 
thing  improper,  or  by  force,  it  was  unknown 
to  him,  and  those  with  whom  he  acted ;  that 
a  deference  was  paid  tb  some  of  the  leading 
persons  in  the  ordering  the  uflairs  of  the  so- 

ciety :  that  he  was  a  passive  person  himself 
as  being  secretary.  He  was  asked  what  is 
become  of  (Jale,  one  of  the  persons  named  as 
being  of  that  small  party  which  settled  the 
business  relative  to  the  motion,  he  said  he 
did  not  know  wliat  was  become  of  him ; 
he  said  he  did  not  take  any  part  about  this 
motion,  because  he  had  been  told  that  being 
secretary,  Uc  had  no  right  to  give  an  opinion. 

George  Widdison  was  then  called,  he  said. 
blished  in  Britain,  and  which  we  invite  you,    he  became  a  member  of  this  society  at  Shef- 
ale  of  Scotland,  to  partake  of.  The 

s  of  the  Forth,  the  fields  of  Bannock- 
burn,  and  Culloden,  and  that  tribunal  of 
Edinburgh,  which  has  disgraced  your  capi- 

tal, shall  yet  bear  testimony  to  the  cause 
fpr  which  Fletcher  wrote,  and  Wallace 
bled. 

"  People  of  Britain,  cultivate  reason?— 
inquire,  and  yon  will  be  informed — claim 
2 our  rights,  and  you  will  have  them.— The 
kurols  of  the  victorious  patriot  are  dis- 

honoured when  tinged  with  civic  blood. 
Jjet  revolution  of  sentiment  precede  refor- 

field  two  years  a^o;  that  part  of  that  time  he 
belonged  to  the  division  number  one,  and  was 
a  delegate ;  that  the  society  might  consist  of 
about  six  hundred  regular  members;  they 
met  once  a  fortnight  in  the  divisions ;  that 
the  division  number  one,  met  on  a  Tuesday 
or  a  Wednesday  ;  that  the  general  meetings 
were  occasionally  once  a  montli,  or  once  m 
six  weeks ;  he  says  he  saw  Yorke  at  Sheffield 
two  years  ago ;  lie  fir^t  saw  him  in  Queen- 
street,  soon  after  the  execution  of  the  king 

ofFrance;'that  Yorke  was  generally  in  the 
lui-  I  chair  when  at  Sheffield;    he    remembered 

mation  in  government  and  manners :  let    Mattliew  Campbell  Brown  being  elected  » 
pubJJc  opaioa  be  confirmed,  that  public  i  dele^te  to  the  Convention  at  EdiiAurghjtbil 
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trpwn  hud  been  a  player ;  afterwarda  he  acted 

841  allof ucv  ;  Yorko  oncf   k>tlgetl  al  Caw- 
>rne*s,  the  witness  allriulrj  Imn  tlicre  as  a 

iir-drci*scr;     V<>rkc    iifterwards    Jiidi^rd    at 

ile's-,ag;rorrr;tl»Hj  licfiadsornecoiivcr^aUun 
rith  him  abuut  \\ikf:^  \  Uitit  Vorke  seemed  to 

upon  tlie  ucte^Mtjf  of  pikes  lieing  made; 
Tc  said  Yurke  gave  him  to  ullde^^latld  thai 
laic  would  lake  a  dozen  of  pikes,  and   he 
lade  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  and  a  hull  t)>l  pike 

[Ji&ndles  fur  GaJc ;   he  &ent  one  of  ihem  to 
|Yorkc,\vho  »aid  it  would  do;  the  witness  was 

turner  by  lradey4i»  well  as  a  hair>dref scr ; 
»at  the  pikes  were  about  seven  feet  long  ; 
'urke  a^kcd  him  ̂ otne  few  liroes— how  do 
fou  go  on  with  these  pikes;     he   said   the 

like  heads  were  to  come  from  Davison's; 
here  were  iron  hoops  put  on  at  the  ends  of 

^thc  >hatls;    the  witness  said   lie   withdrew 
lim self,  after  some  time,  from  this  society; 

said   he  told   Yorke    one    morning,  he 

[thought  thev  were  ^m\i^  too  far  respecting 
[nmversal  sutVrage;  tTial  he  was  convinced  u 

fould  carry  them  too  far,  by  dravvinj;  in  too 
a  number  of  people  to  give  ihvir  voicts 
rmbers  of  parliament  before  ibcv  were 
unted  with  the  bustneas.  He  said  he  had 
rwition  with  Davison;    that  he  never 

the  pikes  were  for  any  other  pur- 
for  their  own  defence ;  he  describes 

^    'of  these  pikes  to  be  about  eiglit In  leogth,  and  about  an  inch  aud  a 
[uarter  in  the  broadest  part. 
He  was  tt«>ked  upon  his  cross-examination 

rhethcr  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  kmg  -.    he 

*  I,  God  forbid  j  that  they  had  no  intent  to 
ttack  ih©  power,  or  the  person  of  tht-  king, 
his  knowledge,  and  that  he  would  not  have 
mllnued  in  the  society  if  they  had ;  he  said 
leir  plan  originated  in  what  was  drawn  up 

iy  the  duke  of  Richmond.    The  letter  of  the 
)uke  of  Uichmond  to  colonel  Sharman  was 

)wn  to  htm  ;  he  said  he  believed  that  was 

l^eneral  idea  they  had  all  that  time,  be  - 
s  tbcy  tluiught  there  was  no  other  plan 
^ienlfy  effectual  to  reform  the  House  of 

fOmmons,  and  make  it  what  it  was  originally 
itcndeci  by  the  constitution;  he  never  under- 

t  It  was  meant  to  be  done  by  force; 
t  incipal  groiin<l  for  his  withdrawinc 

:..^m  was,  hiis  n»t  approving  of  universal 
;    he  believed  the  pikes  never  were 

Ted  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  defend 

icm&clves;  that  Gale's  house  had  been  ab^ 
)lulely   attacked   upon    some    news   being 

ight  to  Mheffielo,  and   his  friends  were 
IT  the  necessity  of  coming  to  defend  him ; 

kt  Gale«  he  thought,  was  so  honcat  a  man 
tat  he  could  not  make  an  ill  use  of  these 

ikes;  be  heard  the  opposite  party  say,  that 

'there  wa»aa  invasion  they  shoulr)  tir^t  fit  It 

m  this  party  at  Shef&eld ;'  he  said  he  be- •ved  that  the  only  reason  fur  having  these 
llkea  was  the  attack  made  npon  them ;    he 

understood  they  were  intended  against 
government;    he  said   the    opposition 

was  among  themselves;  he  thinks  thai  on9 
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Bamford,  Thomas  Penn,  and  another  man. 
who  he  said  was  a  parson,  were  the  cause  qf  ] 
all  liie  mischief  in  the  neighbourhood ;  that  I 
that    last    man  published  an  inrlammatoryj 
letter  in  the  paper  called  the  Courant,  reconn-^ 
mending  to  the  people,  called  by  the  name  of , 
Aristocrats,  to  take  up  arms,  and  exterminate 
these  people  ;  he  particularly  remembers  thit 
letter,  and  that  there  were  similar  letters  pub- 

lished by  others ;    he  said  he  made  no  appli- , 
cation  to  a  magii>tralc,  for  indeed  they  ver^ 
seldom  could  have  justice;  he  was  asked  if  ̂ 
there  were  any  riots  in  the  town;   he  said  I 
there  were  no  riots  till  Mr,  Wilkinson  and, 
the  dragoons   came;    tliat  he  explained  hf , 
saying  that  the  town  were  dissatisfied  about 
an  inclosurc  which  they  wanted  to  get  rid  of, , 
and  when  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  the  dragoons 
came  and  prevented  them  that  the  people! 
grew  riotous;    he  said  he  once  applied  (or: 
justice  to  Mc  Althorp,  a  magi-slratr,  and  hei 
refused  to  listen  to  his  complaint ;  that,  when 
explained,  turned  out  to  be  a  matter  in  wlucli^ 
it  was  very  likely  the  magistrate  did  right ; 
it  was  a  ouarrel  at  an  ale-house,  and  related  to 
money  wnich  probably  had  been  shaken  our 
of  his  pocket,  which  it  seemed  as  if   ha 
wanted  to  charge  people  with  having  stolen; 
he  said  they  approved  of  the  duke  of  Riclvj 

mond*s     plan,     and    so  much    of    Paine*»^ 
work  as  fell  in  with  it ;  parts  of  tt  he  said  h#  { 
thought  they  did  not  approve  of,  nor  under- 

stand, and  he  thought  Paine  did  not  under- 
stand those  parts  himself. 

Mr.  Gurnell  then  produced  a  paper  found  i 

at  Hardy's,  which  purports  to  be  a  ielter  from 
Davison,  addresseu  to  citizen  Hnrdy,  propos- 

ing to  him  that  he  would  supply  him  witb 

pikes  upon  a  plan  lately  adopted  at  Shpfiield, 
and  inclosing  a  letter  directed  to  the  Norwicht 
Society,  to  be  forwarded  to  them  for  the  same-l 

purpose,  making  an  offer  of  these  pikes.  Wid-v 
dison  says  that  Davison  was  a  printer.  That 
letter  to  Hardy  mu5*t  be  read*  The  letter  for 
the  Norwich  Society,  was  in  fact  never  sent. 
Hardy  kept  it  by  him  till  he  was  apprehended, 
and  it  is  probable  it  was  never  opened. 

•*  Fellow  Citizen ;— The  bare-faced  arid- 
tocracy  of  the  present  adminiitration,  haa 

made  it  necessary  that  we  should  be  pre-^j 
pared  to  act  on  the  defensive  agtiinst  any» 
attack  they  may  command  their  newly- 

armed  minions  to  make  upon  us. — ^A  plaa' 
has  been  hit  upon,  and  if  encouraged  suffi- 

ciently, will,  no  doubt,  have  the  effect  of 
furnisliing  a  quantity  of  pikes  to  the  par- 
triots  great  enough  to  make  them  formi- 

dable. The  blades  are  made  of  steel,  tern- J 

pered  and  polished  after  an  improved', 
form.  They  may  be  fixed  into  any  shafts- 
(but^r  ones  are  recommended)  of  the  girt 
of  the  n^^^' ■?"- nving  hoops  at  the  top  end^ 
and  a}'  I  more  at  the  bottom. 

"  III'   L    _ud  hoops  (more  than  whicb 
camiol  properly  be  aent  to  any  great  dis- 

tance) will  bo  charged  one  %l\\V^wv%.  ̂ w«r^ 
to  b«  %tlA  vt  Wh  \\x^  (K^X^ 
2  Y 
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«  As  the  institution  is  in  its  infancy,  im- 

mediate encouragement  b  necessary. 
«  Orden  may  be  tent  to  the  eeeretary  of 

the  Sheffield  ConsHtutioHttl  Saekty.  [Struck 
mttJ]  RicHAmn  Datisov. 

«  Sheffield,  April  24, 1T94. 

^  To  prevent  post  suspicion,  direct  to 
Mr.  Robert  Moody,  joiner,  Cheney-square, 
Sheffield.    Please  to  forward  the  inclosed." 

"  Addressed, '  Citizen  Hardy, 
•  No.  9,  Piccadilly,  London.'" 

[The  foUowrog  tetter  was  inclosed  in  the last.] 

."Fellow  Citizen;— The  bare-faced  aris- 
tocTac3r  of  the  present  administration,  has 
made  it  necessary  to]  prepare  to  act  upon 

the  defensive,  in  case  of^any  attack  upon 
the  patriots:  a  plan  has  been  formed  for 
carryine  into  efiect  this  necessary  business. 
— 4*ikel>lade8  are  made,  with  hoops  for  the 
ahafls  to  fit  the  top  ends:  the  bottom  ends 
of  the  shafts  should  be  about  an  inch 
thicker,  and  fir  is  recommended  for  the 
shafb,  selected  by  persons  who  are  judees 
of  wood.  The  blades  and  hoops  will  be 
sold  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling,  properly 
tempered  and  polished.  The  money  sent 
with  the  orders.       Richakd  Davison." 

"  Direct  to  Mr.  Robert  Moody,  joiner, 
Cheney- square,  Sheffield,  to  prevent  the 
postpmaster's  suspidon." 

"  Addressed.— 'To  the  secretary  of 
*  the  Norwich  Patriotic  Society.'" 

Gentlemen,  thus  far  it  may  be  observed  on 
the  one  side,  that  there  seems  to  have  been 
no  great  anxiety  to  make  a  full  use  of  this 
ofier  from  Sheffield,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  letter  never  having  been  sent  to  Norwich, 
On  the  other  hand,  the  sending  this  letter  to 
Hardy  is  very  much  against  the  pretence  that 
these  pikes  were  introduced  mereljj  for  self^ 
defence,  because  whatever  necessity  there 
might  be  for  persons  who  were  attacked  and 
insulted  at  Sheffield,  to  procure  themselves 
weapons  of  defence,  in  order  to  oppose  any 
▼iolence  that  mi^t  be  offered  to  them ;  that 
originated  there,  it  ended  there,  and  it  should 
have  gone  no  farther.  But  when  there  is  in- 

dustriously spread  abroad  by  this  Davison,  an 
id«i  of  ̂   preparing  patriots  in  general,  to  act 
on  the  defensive,  against  any  attack  that  ma^ 
be  made  by  the  newly-armed  minions,"  it 
nther  looks  as  if  that  attack  was  sought,  and 
as  if  these  arms  were  more  of  an  offensive 
than  of  a  defensive  nature.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  under  all 
the  circumstances,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  clear 
it  was,  at  farthest,  but  an  inception  of  a  design 
to  procure  arms,  for  vou  see  there  were  none. 
in  tact,  sent  up,  as  far  as  appears  from  the 
evidence,  to  London,  and  a  very  few  indee(J 
prepared  at  Sheffield ;  the  evidence,  I  think , 
does  not  go  to  mMtihan  a  doien  and  a  half, 

or  some  such  number;  profatbly  tiwra  flriglit 
haw  been  some  mora,  but  they  do  wkl  uttm 
to  have  been  prepared  in  liny  v^  cnal 
mmibers.  Whattmseircuniitanee^ifmmck 
had  not  taken  |rface,  mi^ht  have  led  to^ 
can  only  be  matter  of  coi^facture;  thif  were 
very  dangerous  weapons,  and  it  waa  m 
most  fortunate  thing  for  the  countiy  that 
the  diseovei^  was  made  befiwe  there  wm 
Mky  opportumty  of  making  m  bad  use  of  aneh 
weapons.  As  it  stands  upon  the  wMi  ef 
the  evidence,  it  is  a  eircumstance  of  aboM 
suspicion,  but  I  think  it  does  not  jge  the 
length,  upon  the  evidence,  of  fair^  con- 

necting itself  with  the  plan  of  tins  con^in- 
tion,  which  w  the  material  point  to  which  it 
should  apply,  in  order  to  give  it  tlie  full  feiee 
which  a  prefttration  of  arms  would  gjive. 

Gentlemen,  they  then  call  for  a  paper  Ibond 
upon  Thelwall,  written  by  Martin,  and  woved 

by  Evan  Evans  to  have  been  in  Martin's  pos- 
session, before  the  fourteenth  of  Aj 

Is  a  material  date,  because  upon  the  1 
of  April,  there  were  certain  resolutions 
at  Chalk-farm,  and  this  paper  purports  to  be 
a  paper  of  resolutions,  intended  to  be  oftrad 
at  the  public  meeting,  that  was  to  be  hdd 
upon  tnat  fourteenth  of  April.  Evana  sugrs 
that  Martin  read  them  over  in  his  hemifc 
and  desired  Pearce  to  take  them  to  Ctm£- 
farm,  and  return  as  soon  as  possible;  he  li^e 
Pearce  did  come  back;  that  Martin  men- 

tioned his  having  written  the  resohitions, 
and  havine  put  plenty  of  cayenne  into 
them,  and  that  if  they  would  attend  to  him 
there  would  be]  warm  work.  As  against 
Martin  individually  this  goes  a  great  way 
towards  demonstrating  that  he  had  in  hu 
mind,  intentions  of  violence  to  be  put  in  prac- 

tice upon  some  occasion  or  other,  and  from 
the  nature  of  the  resolutions  at  Chalk-farm, 
and  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence  respect- 

ing a  convention  to  be  held  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  that  resolution,  and  that  for- 

mer resolution  of  the  twentieth  of  January, 
undoubtedly  it  is  evidence  for  your  conside- 

ration to  show  that  Martin  contemplated  force 
to  be  used  upon  the  occasion  of  that  conven- 

tion. When  I  say  it  is  evidence,  I  mean  onfy 
to  say,  that  it  is  proper  to  be  submitted  to 
your  considerstion,  leaving  you  to  make  the 
mference  how  far  it  operates. 

Evans  was  asked  whether  he  knew  a  Ni- 
cholas Gay,  he  said  no,  the  man  he  knew 

was  a  Richard  Gay.  Then  he  was  asked 
some  questions  about  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Gay,  who  travelled  in  Russia,  but  he  sakl 
he  knew  nothing  at  all  of  any  such  person, 
and  nothing  could  be  made  of  that  examina- tion. 

The  neit  evidence  was  to  prove  that  this 
paper  thus  found  upon  Thelwall,  and  aneiher 
paper  of  the  same  import,  were  of  Martitt% 
nand-writing.  That  paper  was  read  tn  evi- 

dence, and  will  now  be  read  to  you.  Ota- 
doubtedly  it  hais  a  very  bad  and  a  veiy  dHh 
gerous  tendency. 



fir  High  Treaton* 

At  a  general  Mf-elinc;  of  the  London  Cof- 
rcsponcfing  Socirty,  lie  Id  at 
on  Monday,  llie  Hili  day  of  April,  1TJ>4. 

*•  Citizen   in  the  chair, 

"  Resolved,  Thul  aJl  sovereign,  legi^k- 
tivjf.  -.nJ  judidal  powers,  arc  llir  rights  of 
t  :c;  and   iboii^h  the  people  have 
t  -3  !  ihose  their  original  powers  to 
others,  m  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the  roni- 
Xnunity,  yet  ihe  rights  themselves  are  re- 

served by  tl>e  people,  and  caonol  bv  abso- 
lutely parted  with  by  the  people  to  those 

persons  who  are  employed  to  conduct  Uie 
cusincss  of  the  state. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of 
Flngknd  is  held  by  the  King,  Lords,  and 
JomiDons,  and  other  officers  appointed  by 
the  iKople  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of  the 

;  and  though  these  trustees  may 
pNgulaie  and  improve  the  constitution,  yet 

cannot  alter  or  subvert  it  without  com- 
mitting treason  against  the  nation. 

absolved, That  Magna  Chartu.ojTklE 
rREAT  CHARTER  OV  THE    LIBFJt- 
[ES  UF  ENGLAND,  made  in  the  reign 

)(    kin^    John;     THE    PEXniON    UF 
(IIIGUIS.  assented  to  by  parliament  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  Ut  and  the  several 
laws  mude  at  and  in  consequence  of  the 
Gioriout  Krvoditimt  in  the  year  1688,  are 
leclaratory  of  those  narts  ot  the  constitu- 
ion  of  England,  whicn  are  in  and  by  them 
respectively  declared. 

"  KcM^lved,  That  the  ofiicc  of  KING  of 
^ngUnd  waa  not  instituted  by  the  people 

'merely  as  an  office  of  profit  and  honour  to 
the  king,  but  he  was  so  appointed  as  chief 
trustee  and  guardian  of  the  rons^titution  and 
jhts  of  the  people^  and  that  important 

rtid  laborious  personal  duties  are  annexed 
Ho  the  regal  office,  the  objects  of  which  are 
||Q  promote  the  good  of  the  people,  and  pre- 
iferve  thei*  u  hiw  m  full  vigour  from  inno- 
I'valtonaii  n. 

'Resol\     .  It  is  the  duty  of  the  kin2 
in'eserve  the   coa^litution  of  England 

md  the  rights  of  the  people  atiain&t  every 
icroachnient;  and  in  order  to  enforce  that 

luly,  Ihcfollowmg  oath  is  required  to  be 

'ten  by  every  king  on  his  acccsijion  to  the 
^throne  of  Great  Britain,  to  wit :  the  arch- 
^iiiahop  or  bi%liop  jhall  say — *  Will  yon  so- 

lemnly promise  and  swear  to  govern  the 
k  people  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  and 

^*  the  doniiniont  thereto  belonging,  accord- 
f*  leg  to  the  statutes  in  parliament  a^eed 
i*  on,  and  the  laws  and  customs  ot   the 
*  same  ?•* 

**  The  king  or  queen  shall  say.  *  1  so- 
*  Icmnly  promibe  so  to  do/  Archbishop  or 

"  iabop— *  Will  you  to  your  power  cause law  and  justice  in  mercy  to  be  executed 

in  all  your  judgments?'    ANS.  *  I  will.' 
"After  this  the  king  or  queen,  layin^ 

hit  or  her  hand  on  the  holy  Gospels,  ghall 

^y— *  The  things  which  1  have  before  pro- 
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*  mised  1  will  perform  and  keep ;  au  help 
*  me  God/  and  then  shall  kiss  tne  book. 

**  Resolved,  That  his  present  ine\jcsty, 
king  George  Srd,  on  his  accession  to  the 
throne  of  these  realms,  did  aolemnly  take 
the  said  oath. 

"  Fiesolved,  That  the  ct^T^-i*iM«i..r.j  n^^ii^ 
of  the  people  have  beei  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  pc«  i    ,        ,  -i^cnt 
alarming  crisis  to  assemble  and  mquire  tnto 
the  innovations  or  infringements  which 
liave  been  made  upon  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  bow  far  the  declarations  of  the 
constitution,  as  they  were  settled  at  the 
aforesaid  Revglution,  remain  in  force,  and 
which  of  them  have  been  violated,  and  by 
whom ;  and  also  whether  such  innovations, 
infringements,  and  violations,  have  been 
committed  from  the  neglij^ence  or  corrup* 
lion  of  those  who  liave  been  intrusted  with 
the  government  of  the  state. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  society  do  invite 
the  people  to  meet  in  their  respective 
neighbourhoods,  to  elect  one  or  more  per^ 
son  or  persons  as  delegates  to  meet  in  a 
convention,  to  be  held  ou  the  dar 
of  next,  at  such  place  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  secret  committee  of 
this  society ;  and  that  the  delegates  so 
elected  do  forthwith  transmit  to  the  secre- 

tary of  this  society.  No.  9,  Piccadilly, 
London,  the  vouchers  of  their  several  elec* 
tions,  in  order  that  the  place  of  meeting 
may  be  duly  notified  to  them. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  right  and  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  people  to  punish  all 
traitors  against  the  nation,  and  that  the  fol- 

lowing words  are  now  not  a  part  of  the 

oath  of  allegiance ;  to  wit,  '  I  declmre  that 
*  it  is  not  lawful,  upon  any  pretence  what- 
*  ever,  to  take  arms  against  the  king/  *' 
I  will  make  but  a  single  observation  upon 

this  paper, — and  I  wish,  if  I  am  right  in 
what  I  feel  in  my  own  mind  about  it,  that  in 
this  case,  when  Martin  is  not  before  you,  it 

had  not  even  been  given  in  evidence, — it  is 
that  when  this  paper  is  examined,  it  is  very 
apparent  that  the  convention  proposed  was 
not  a  convention  that  had  any  thmg  to  do 
with  a  reform  of  parliament.  That  is  the 
single  observation  that  1  will  make  upon  it. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  piece  of  evidence  was 
a  paper  produced  by  Lauzun,  found  at  Har* 
d/s  and  which  purports  to  be  the  proceedings 
of  the  London  Corresponding  Society  at  Chalk 
Farm.    That  paper  must  be  read. 

"  At  a  General  meeting  of  the  London  Cor* 
"  responding  Society,  held  on  the  Green, 
**  at  Chalk  Farm,  on  Mondajf  the  Wh  of 
"  Jprti,  1794,  J.  LovETT  in  iht  Cfutifp 
*'  tht/olliMping  Lettcn  wr re  read : 

«  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Society  of  the 
Friend*  of  the  Peopie. 

"Sir;— At  a  crisis  so  important  as  the 
present  there  needs  no  apology  on  the  part 
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of  the  '  London  Corretpending  Sodeiy,*  for 
addressiDe  itself  to  all  other  associated  so- 

cieties, wno  have  in  view  the  same  object 
as  themselves. 

''To  the  *  Society  <f  ike  Fikndt  qf  the 
'  People/  arguments  are  not  wanting  to 
show  the  importance  and  absolute  neces- 

sity of  a  fiill  and  fair  representation  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain.  Tkey  have  inves- 

tigated the  subject  for  themselves;  they 
have  exposed  to  the  world  a  series  of  plain 
and  indisputable  focts  which  must  excite 
in  the  mind  of  every  man  well  disposed  to 
his  countfy,  apprehensions  of  alarm  for 
the  securify  or  the  few  remaining  vestiees 
of  liberty,  from  which,  as  Britons,  we  de- 

rive consolation. 

"  Deeply  impressed  with  considerations 
of  this  nature,  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  earnestly  solicits,  at  this  time,  the 
concurrence  and  assistance  of  the  Society 
of  the  FHendt  of  the  People,  in  assembling, 
as  speedily  as  the  nature  of  the  business 
will  admit,  a  Convention  of  the  Friends  of 
Freedom,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  in 
a  legal  and  constitutional  method,  a  full 
and  effectual  representation. 

''Our  request  is  not  made  ftom  the  im- 
pressions of  the  moment,  but  after  the  ma- 

turest  deliberations  on  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  the  object  for  which  we  are 

contending,  and  of  the  difficulties  we  may 
expect  from  those  who  present  interests 
render  them  hostile  to  the  welfare  of  their 
countnr. 

'*  The  opposition  of  such  persons  is  no 
small  argument  for  the  goodness  of  our 
cause ;  and  their  late  conduct  when  com- 

pared with  their  former  professions,  ex- 
nibits  a  depravity,  unparalleled,  we  trust, 
on  the  page  of  history. 

"  Under  the  auspices  of  apostate  refor- 
mers, we  have  lately  beheld  serious  and 

alarmine  encroachments  on  the  liberties  of 
the  people. 

"  We  have  seen  with  indignation  and 
horror  men  legally  and  peaceahSf  assembled, 
dispersed  by  unconstitutional  powers,  and 
their  papers  seized. 

*'  We  have  seen  some  of  our  most  vir- 
tuous brethren,  whose  only  crime  has  been 

an  imitation  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  associates, 
sentenced  to  fourteen  years  transportation, 
without  the  sanction  of  law  or  even  of 
precedent,  of  which  number,  one  was  held 
up  in  the  British  parliament  as  convicted 
and  condemned  J  before  he  was  even  put 
upon  his  trial. 

"  The  insidious  attempts  also  to  introduce 
foreign  troops  into  this  country,  without 
tlie  consent  of  parliai6«ii^  and  the  intended 
bill  to  embody  Ibieignets  into  his  majesty's 
service,  aie  measures  sufficiently  calculated 
to  awaken  our  fears  for  the  existence  even 
of  the  name  of  liberty.  Nor  can  wc  over- 

look that  part  of  the  present  system  6f  cor- 
ruption, which  maintaing  out  of  the  public 

plunder,  a  tnin  of  spies,  more  < 
to  society  than  so  manv  usaaBi 
avowed  businesa  is,  to  destroy  the  friends 
of  the  country,  one  by  one. 

"These  are  grievances  which  demand 
immediate  redress,  and  when  added  to 
those  evils  which  are  necessarily  connected 
with  everv  partial  representation  of  the 
people.  ciLil  for  the  strenooiiB  exettions«f 
every  lover  of  his  country. 

"  But  we  are  told  that  the  present  it  not 
the  time  for  reform,  and  that  inuovalion 
may  introduce  disturbance.  Are  those 
persons  to  judge  of  the  proper  time  to  make 
reform,  who  exist  only  by  corroption  P  Are 
the  people  of  Britun  to  endure  every  thnig 
without  repining,  without  ardently 
a  radical  reform,  because  disturbeneet  «w 
happen  P  Have  the  enemies  to  reform  tou 
us  whence  these  disturbances  are  to  origi- 

nate? Has  a  single  overt  act  been  com- 
mitted by  the  friends  to  freedom  f  Have 

not  all  the  riots,  all  the  public  disdubanees, 
all  the  seditious  assemblies  been  etdted 
by  the  enemies  to  reform  f  And  do  diey 
mean  to  tell  us  that  they  will  stiU  find 
other  instruments  for  their  wicked  designs; 
that  they  have  yet  those  who  will  act  over 
again  the  outrages  that  have  been  perpe- 

trated in  some  parts  of  Britain,  and  attempt- 
ed in  others  ? 
"If  such  is  the  determination  of  those 

persons  hoetile  to  a  /air.  representation,  let 
them  look  to  the  conseqaencety  but  let  them 
recollect  that  it  has  nappened,  and  may 
happen  again,  that  those  who  kindled  the 
flames  have  perished  by  them. 

"  The  friends  to  reform  are  friends  to 
peacCf  their  principles  can  be  promoted 
only  by  peaceable  means,  they  know  of  no 
other  method  of  obtaining  the  object  they 
desire.  Put  they  will  not  be  alarmed  by 
the  threats  of  venal  apoitatesy  they  will  not 
draw  back  because  they  have  seen  some  of 
their  best  friends  doomed  to  exile.  They 
will  pursue  the  course  in  which  they  have 
begun,  and  turn  neither  to  the  right  nor  to 
the  left. 

"  Convinced  as  the  London  Correspond- 
iuK  Society  is,  that  as  there  is  no  power 
which  ought  so  there  is  no  power  which 
can  finally  withstand  the  just  and  steady 
demands  of  a  people  resolved  to  be  free ; 
they  will  therefore  look  with  confidence  to 
the  determinationy  and  they  hope  to  the 

co-operation  of  the  *  Society  of  the  Friendt 
*  of  the  People/  in  the  attamment  of  an 
oliject  which  involves  the  dearest  interests of  society. 

"  Convinced  also  that  their  intentions  are 
of  the  purest  kind,  they  will  never  stoop  to 
answer  the  calumnies  of  their  enemies,  but 
will  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumstances, 
endeavour,  by  firmness  and  perseverance,  to 
deserve  the  countenance  and  appnAation 
of  the  best  friends  of  their  country,  tk$ 
friendi  of  a  fair  RepreteiUatwm  ̂   ikf^ 
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fo^  High  Treason, 
^  /«  af  Urwa  Britain — l  am,  sir,  for  the 
loDdon  Corresponding  Society, 

•*  THOMAS  EARDY,'  SccreUry, 
"  April  4,  1794;* 

**  COMMITTEE  ROOM, 

**  Frith'Strtet,  Aprilil,  1794. 
"  Sir ;— Yonr  letter  of  the  4th  insUnt, 

addressed  lo  Mr.  Skfrioan,  chairman  of 
the  FRIENDS  OF  THF.  PEOPLE,  was 
laid  before  that  SOCIETY  at  thejr  meeting 
on  Saturday  last ;  and  they  instructed  their 

committcc'to  thank  the  LONDON  COR- KESPUNDLNG  SOCIETY  for  their  com- 
munication, and  to  express  the  alarm  thc^ 

feel  in  common  with  every  Friend  of  Li- 
bcrlv,  at  the  late  extraordinary  proceedings 
of  (jovernmenl,  so  ably  detailed,  and  so 

justly  reprobated  by  your  Societ;|r'.  They 
aisiire  you  tlial  all  the  Friends  of  Reform, 

may  *  look  with  confidence  to  the  determi- 
*  nation  and  co-operation'  of  this  society  in 
«very  peaceable  and  constitutional  mea- 

sure, wnich  shall  appear  to  them  calculated 
to  promote  the  object  of  their  institution  ; 
but  they  do  not  thmk  that  which  is  recom- 
mended  in  your  letlcf,  is  likely  to  serve  its 
professed  purpose.  They  fear  it  will  fur- 

nish the  Enemies  of  Reform  with  the 

means  of  calumniating  its  advocates*  and 
so  far  trom  forwarding  the  cause  will  deter 
many  from  countenancing  that  which  they 

approve.  For  these  reasons,  the  Friends  of 
tnc  People  rau^l  decline  to  send  Delegates 
lo  the  convention  proposed  by  the  London 
Corresponding  Society  : — at  the  same  lime 
they  renew  their  asaurances  of  good  will, 
and  desire  of  preserving  a  proper  under- 

standing and  cordiality  among  all  the 
Friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  notwith- 

standing any  diflference  of  opinion  that  may 
occur  as  to  the  best  mcthon  of  accomplish^ 
ing  it.— In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the 
committee, 

(Signed)    ••  W.  BRETTON,  chairman/* 
"  To  Mr.  T.  Hardy,  SecreUry  to 

the    London   Corresponding 

Society.*' 
"  The  following  RESOLITTIONS  were  then 

passed  Unanimously.- 

"Resolved  Unanimously.— L  That  this 
society  have  beheld  with  rising  indignation, 
proportioned  to  the  enormity  of  the  evil, 
the  late  rapid  advances  of  despotism  in 
Britain ;  the  invasion  of  public  security, 
the  contempt  of  popular  opinion,  and  the 
violation  of  all  those  provisions  of  the  Con- 

stitution intended  to  protect  the  People 
St  the  encroacbmeuis  of  Power  and 

tivc, 

"  2.  That  our  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion have  been  particularly  called  forth  by 

thf  late  arbitrary  and  flagitious  proceeditj"« 
of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland, 
where  all  the  doctrines  and  practices  of 
the  Star  ChambeTf  in  the  times  of  Charles 

t 
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the  1st,  have  been  revived  and  aggravaUd  ; 
and  where  sentences  have  been  pro- 

nounced in  open  violation  of  all  law  and 
justice,  which  must  strike  deep  into  tho 
heart  of  every  man,  the  melancholy  con- 

viction that  Britons  arc  no  LowCEft  frrc. 

"  3.  That  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
late  British  Convention  of  the  People  at 

Edinburgh,  are  such  as  claim  our  approba- 
tion and  applause. 

"  4.  That  the  conduct  of  citisens  Mar* 
OAROT  and  Gehrald  in  particular,  by  its 
strict  conformity  with  our  wishes  and  in- 

structions, and  the  ability,  firmness,  and 
disinterested  patriotism  which  it  so  emi- 

nently displayed,  has  inspired  an  enthu- 
siasm of  Zeal  and  Attachment  which  no 

time  can  obliterate,  and  no  persecution  re- 
move ;  and  that  we  will  preserve  tbeir 

names  engraven  on  our  hearts  till  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  redress  their  wrongs. 

*^  5,  That  any  attempt  to  violate  those 
yet  remaining  laws,  which  were  intended 
for  the  security  of  Englishmen  against  the 
Tyranny  of  Courts  and  Ministers,  and  the 
©orruption  of  dependent  Judges  by  vesting 
in  such  judges  a  legislative  or  arbitrary 
power  (such  as  has  lately  been  exercised 
by  the  Court  of  Justiciary  in  Scotland) 

ought  to  be  considered  as  dissolviug  en- 
tirely the  social  compact  between  the  Eng- 
lish nation  and  their  Governors ;  and 

driving  them  to  an  immediate  appeal  to 
that  incontrovertible  maxim  of  eternal 

justice,  that  the  iafcty  of  the  people  it  the 
suFaEMBy  and  in  cases  ̂ necessity,  the  only 
lam, 

**  6,  That  the  arming  and  disciplining 
in  this  country,  either  with  or  without  the 
consent  of  parliament,  any  bands  of  etni- 

grantt  and  foreigners,  driven  t'njm  their own  country  for  their  kn<m>n  attachment  to 

an  isFAMOL'S  DESPOTISM  '\fi  an  oulrageoua attempt  to  cmirawe  and  intimidutr  the  free 
spirit  of  Britons  ;  to  subjugate  them  to  an 
army  of  mercenary  cut-throats«  whose  rieov 
and  interest  muHl  of  necessity  be  in  direct 

opposition  lo  those  of  the  Nation,  and  that 
no  pretence  whidevcr  oicht  lo  induce  the 
people  to  submit  to  so  unconstitutional 
measure. 

"  7.  That  the  unconstitutional  project  of ! 
raising  money  and  troops  by  forced  bene- 

volences (and  no  benevolences  collected 

upon  requsition  from  the  king  or  his  minis* 
ters  can  ever  in  reality  be  voluntary  (audi 
the  e<)ually  unjustifiable  measure  of  arming 

one  part  of  the  people  against  tJie  other. ' 
brought  Charles  the  first  to  the  block,  ana 
drove  James  the  second  and  his  poslent]r{ 
from  the  throne;  and  that  consequently 
ministers  in  advising  such  measures^ 

ought  lo  consider  whether  they  are  not" 
guUty  of  high  treason. 

"  R.  That  this  society  have  beheld  with 
considerable  plrusurc  the  conn%tent  retpedt 
which  the  llou»e  of  Lords  displayed  for! 
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their  own  coii9titutioii«l  mlot  and  ordars^ 
on  the  4th  of  the  present  menthy  upon  the 
motion  of  Earl  Stanhope,  concemmg  the 
interference  of  ministers  in  the  internal 
government  of  Fmpce;  and  that  it  is  the 
firm  conviction  of  this  society,  that  this 
circumstance  when  properly  detailed,  will 

.  have  a  considerable  eaeet  in  convincing 
•  the  ̂ untry  at  large,  of  the  true  dimity 

and  utility  of  that  branch  of  HIS  M^£S- 
TY's  PAULUMENT. 

"  9.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
^ven  to  E^aL  Stanhope,  for  his  manly 
and  patriotic  conduct  during  the  present  ses- 

sion of  parliament ;  a  conduct  (which  un- 
•imported  as  it  has  been  in  the  senate,  of 
which  Bi  is  so  truly  honourable  a  member) 
has,  together  with  the  timely  interference  of 
certain  spirited  aiKi  patriotic  associations, 
been  nevertheless  already  productive  of 
the  salutary  effect  of  chasing  the  Hessian 
nod  Hanoverian  Mercenaries  from  our 
coasts;  who,  but  for  these  exertions, 
mig^t  have  been  marched  perhaps,  ere 
this,  into  the  very  heart  of  the  country, 
together  with  others  of  their  countrymen, 
toliave  peopled  the  BAaaACXs,  which  every 
where  insult  the  eyes  of  Britons. 

**  10.  That  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of 
this  society,  that  a  steady  perseverance  in 
the  same  bold  and  energetic  sentiments, 
which  have  lately  been  avowed  by  the 
Friends  of  Freedom,  cannot  fail  of  crown- 

ing with  ultimate  triumph,  the  virtuous 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged;  since 
whatevermay  be  the  interested  opinion  of 
liereditary  senators,  or  packed  majorities  of 
pretended  representatives,  Truth  and  Li- 

berty, in  an  aee  so  enlightened  as  the  pre- 
sent, must  be  Invincible  and  Omnipotent'' 

**  ThU  Society  having  already  addressed 
M.  Margaret,  their  Delegate,  an  AD- 

DRESS to  JOSEPH  GE]mALD  was  read 
asfolUms,  and  carried  unanimously, 

**  To   JOSEPH    GERRALD,  a    prisoner 
sentetieed  by  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary 

e/*  Scotland,  to  Transportation  beyond  the 
Seat  for  FOURTEEN  YEARS  f 
**  We  behold  in  you  our  beloved  and  re- 

spected friend  and  fellow-citizen  a  Martyr 
to  the  Glorious  Cause  of  Equal  Representa- 

tion, and  we  cannot  permit  you  to  leave 
this  degraded  country  without  expressing 
the  infinite  obligations  the  people  at  large, 
and  we  in  particular,  owe  to  you  for  your 
very  spirited  exertions  in  that  cause  upon 
every  occasion ;   but  upon  none  more  con- 

spicuously, than  during  the  sittine  of  the 
BaiTisH  CoMVEHTioN  of  the  PEOPLE  at 

Edinburgh,  and  the  consequent  proceeding 
(we  will  not  call  it  trial)  at  the  oar  of  the 
Court  of  Justiciary. 

*'  We  know  not  which  most  deserves  our 
admiration,  the  spleiKiid  talents  with  which 
j^ou  on  80  enuDeDtl}^  distinguished,  the 
exalted  virtuot  by  wiuch  they  have  been 

directed^  tho 
firmness  ifhioh  you  so  nnhlj  i1ii|jh(|ii  _ 
resisting  the  wrongsof  your  insnltodaMl 
oppressed  countrv,  or  your  preml.pHH^y 
and  philosophical  8i|£toriiig  man  ui  mA 
trary,  and  tili  of  Uto  wsprweiinM  ae». 
tence:  fi  aeotonpe  one  of  the  moit 
tive  and  cruel  that  faM  baei 

since  the  days  of  thtt'awit  iigk 
weMo^e-^eitad  Court  of  Star-Chaarilw, 
the  enonaotts  tyranny  of  which  coil  IJhc 
first  Charles  histoid. 

«  To  you  and  your  associates  we  iotHon- 
selves  most  deeply  indebted.  For  w  H  b 
that  you  are  suffering  the  senfciioB  of  toiM. 
portation  with  felons,  the  vilMiouftnNlicf 
society !  For  us  it  is  that  yea  an^Aoened 
to  the  inhospitable  shores  or  New  HoUand ; 
where,  however,  we  doubt  not  yon  will «. 
perience  considerable  aUeviatioo  hy  the 
remembrance  of  that  viaTuous  coMDucribr 
which  it  is  imposed  on  you.  and  by  Ae 
sincere  regard  and  esteem  of  your  fellow- 

**  The  equal  Uws  of  this  coantiy  ha»^ 
finr  ages  east,  been  the  boast  of  its  inha- 

bitants; but  whither  are  they  now  fledl 
We  are  animated  by  the  same  sentiments 
are  daily  repeating  the  same  words^  and 
committing  the  same  actions  for  which 
you  are  thus  infamously  sentenced;  and 
we  will  repeat  and  commit  them  until  we 
have  obtamed  redros ;  yet  we  are  i|npu- 
nished !  either  therefore  the  law  is  unjust 
towards  you  in  inflicting  PunishmeiU  on  the 
exertions  of  Virtue  and  Taltnts,  or  it  ought 
not  to  deprive  us  of  our  share  in  the  OLoar 
of  the  Martyrdom, 

«  We  asam,  therefore,  pledge  ourselves 
to  you  anoto  our  country,  never  to  cease  de* 
manding  our  rights  from  those  who  have 
usurped  them,  until  having  obtained  an 
Equal  Representation  of  the  People,  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  hail  you  once  more  with 
triumph  to  your  native  country.   We 
wish  you  Health  and  Happiness;  and  be 
assured  we  never,  never  snail  forget  your 
Name,  your  Virtue,  nor  your  GasAT  £x« 
AMPLE. 

**  The  London  Corresponding  Society. 
"  JOHN  LOVETT,  Chwrman. 
«  THOMAS  HARDY,  Secretary. 

"  The  14th  of  April,  1794." 

"  It  teas  also  unanimously  resolved. 
"  That  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 

dence be  directed  to  convey  the  approbation 
of  this  society — 1.  To  Archibald  Hamilton 
llowao,  prisoner  in  the  Neweato  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  for  his  unshaken  attach- 

ment to  the  people,  and  for  his  spirited  as- 
sertion of  their  rights. 

"  9.  To  John  Philpot  Curran  for  his  ad- 
mirable and  energetic  defence  of  A.  U. 

Howan,  and  Uie  principles  of  libeityi  'Sa 
well  as  for  his  patriotic  conduct  in  piilia- 
VMXll.  / 
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"  3.  To  the  society  of  United  Irishmen 
it]  DuMin.  nml  to  exhort  them  \o  persevere 
111  t  ions  lo  obtain  justice  for  the 
prnu  tnd. 

*•  -^.  lu  r^kitving,  Palmer,  and  Muir, 
suflicnus  the  same  iniicjuilous  senteuceSj 
and  ill  trie  sune  cau^e  with  our  delegiites. 

"  5*To  JohnClarkpand  Alexunder  Reid, 
for  Ihcif  so  reacJily  and  disinterestedly 
giving  b;iil  for  our  delegates,  instigated 
uiereto  solely  by  their  attachment  to  li- 
Lcrty,  unmHuenced  by  any  personal  conai' 
deration. 

**  6.  To  Adam  Gillies,  Malcolm  Laing, 
and  James  Gibson,  for  their  able  assistance 

given  to  Joseph  Gcrrald*  at  the  bar  of  tlte 
nigh  Court  ot  Jusliciarv  al  Edinburgh. 

**  T.  To  felicitate  thomas  Walker,  of 
Manchester,  and  tlie  people  at  large  on  the 
event  of  his,  as  well  as  several  other  late 
tmla,  and  on  the  developement  of  llie  in> 
£uny  of  a  system  of  spies  and  informers. 

**  8.  To  sir  Joseph  Mawbey,  for  his  man- 
ly conduct  at  the  fate  surreptitious  meeting 

laeld  at  Epsom  in  Surrey. 

*•  It  was  also  unanimously,  Resolved,— - 
Tliat  two  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the 
Proceedings  and  Resolutions  of  this  meet- 

ing be  printed  and  published. 
"  J.  LOVETT,  Chairman, 
•'  T.  HARDY,  Secretary. 

**  Resolved,— That  the  tlmnks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  Chairman,  for  his 
manly  and  impartial  conduct  this  day. 

<*  T.  HARDY,  Secretary." 

G<Dtlemen,  you  see  what  the  general  im- 
port of  this  paper  is — They  call  a  very  numc- 

.  iiOiH  meeting,  which  is  held  at  Chalk  Farm  ; 
i^ey  introduce  their  resolulions  with  a  letter 
of  their  own  to  another  society,  called  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  in  which  they  recom- 

mend to  that  society  to  concur  with  them  in 
calling  a  convention  and  sending  delegates ; 
Hiej  read  the  answer  of  that  society,  declining 
lo  ieod  delegates  to  that  convention ;  they 
then  pursue  no  farther  in  that  mcetuig  the 
idea  of  delegates  to  that  convention,  but  they 
proceed  to  pass  a  string  of  violent  resolutions. 
Tlic  fifth  resolution  certajolv  is  a  very  violent 
one,  for  you  can  hardly  say  that  it  is  any  thing 
iherl  of  a  direct  affirmance— that  the  nocial 
oomfkaet  is  dissolved,  and  that  the  people  are, 
therefore,  driven  to  an  immediate  appeal  tu 
that  incontrovertible  maxim  of  eternal  justice, 
that  the  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme, 
aod  in  cas*?s  of  necessity  the  only  law — which, 
in  truth,  is  an  appeal  to  force.  What  makes 
me  say  that  it  seems  to  be  a  direct  affirmance, 
that  the  social  compact  is  dissolved,  is, because 

in  says— any  at  tempt  to  violate  those  yetrcmain- 
Uys  which  were  mtcndcd  for  the  seairity  of 

aeainst  the  tyranny  of  courts  and 
and  the  corruption  of  dependent 

by  V  I  them — in  such  judges 
ii       .       .i/arj/wwef  (siichashas 

been  lately  exercised  by  tke  court  of  Justiciaiy 
in  Scotland)  ought  in  be  considered  as  dis- 

solving entirely  3ic  social  compact;  tlien  i£ 
it  is  affirmed,  in  this  proposition,  that  tha 
court  of  justiciary  in  Scotland  has,  by  its  man* 
ner  of  eiercising  its  power,  violated  those 
laws,  it  is  very  cHfBctdl,  upon  the  strict  lettet 
of  the  resohition,  to  avoid  saying  that  it  is  a 
direct  afHrmauce;  but  supposing  it  to  fall 
short  of  a  direct  affirmaoce,  see  how  near  it 
goes  to  it,  and  how  it  leaves  the  moment  when 
this  social  compact  ts  to  be  taken  to  be  en* 
tirely  dissolved,  at  the  mercy  of  all  those  who 
nuiy  at  any  time  take  upon  themselves  to  d(s 
clare,  that  the  social  compact  is  dissolved,  and 
consequently  the  appeal  is  tobelo  force.  Any 
tiling  that  could  be  more  directly  calculated  lo 
raise  an  immediate  civil  commotion  in  tiie 

country,  one  can  hardly  imagine ;  what  object 
men  could  have  in  pubUshmg  such  resolu- 

tions, who  had  a  peaceable  measure  in  view, 
seems  very  incomprehensible,  and  it  is  m 
that  respect  a  very  weighty  evidence  to  the 
general  design  of  those  who  led  that  multitude 
of  people  to  Chalk  Farm. 

Gentlemen,  it  should  be  obaerved  injustice 
to  the  prisoner,  that  the  only  evidence  which 
does  directly  connect  him  with  this,  is  the 
communication  to  the  Constitutional  Society, 
that  a  meeting  was  intended  to  be  held.  Now 
it  does  seem  to  me  as  if  Uiat  fell  very  far 
short  of  implicating  him  in  these  resolutions, 
therefore  they  must  be  considered  as  the  re» 
solutions  of  that  assembly  of  people  at  Challc 
Farm ;  it  must  be  left  for  your  consideration, 
upon  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  whe- 

ther resolutions  of  that  nature,  entered  inta 
in  that  public  manner,  did  in  any  sort  receive 
the  assent  of  the  prisoner,  so  as  that  you  ntaj 
from  thence  fin<l  yourselves  authorised  to 

infer  that  he  did  concur,  or  participate,  in  opi- 
nions and  resolutions  which  go  totally  to 

destroy  all  oretence  of  holding  a  conventioa 

in  a  peaceable  manner,  for  the  uiwi'ul  purpose whicn  is  the  general  object  that  they  all  pro- 
fess, namely,  a  reform  in  theCommoas  House 

of  Parliament. 

Gentlemen,  they  next  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Coiistihititjnal  Society  upon  the  9th  of 
May,  1791,  when  Mr*  Home  Tooke  was  pre* 
sent ;  there  was  then  read  a  pamphlet  con-* 
taining  certain   proceedings  of  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  and  of  this  society; , 
two  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  print- 

ed ;    one  of  these  copi<)S  was  found  upoa 
Adams ;  the  pamphlet  is  produced,  it  contaiot^ 
the  proceedings  of  the  twenty'fifth  and  tho 
twenty-eighth  of  March,  of  the  Constitutional  | 
Society,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  Manli,  of  the  London  Correspond- 

ing Society,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  twenty-, 
eighth  of  March  respecting  Mr.  Muir.    AikL|| 
if  I  take  it  right,  these  are  the  only  materiali 
papers  thai  this  pamphlet  contains,  tog^tlterj 
with  the  toasts  at  the  dinner  of  <Vvfe  ̂ tn^ali.^ 

May.    Wv\,\\  tc^-mA  \o  t\v<i%(e  ̂ xoct^^vo^ 

the  t^ro  sQc\eUe&j  ott  ̂ 2wi  v«t^^^^*'<^^'^  * 
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t««itf-e%htb  of  March  of  the  one  society, 
aBd  the  twenlV'seventh  of  Maruh  of  the 
other  sociely,  they  seem  to  be  no  otherwise 
materia t  than  as  this  publication  fixes  upon 
the  prisoner  a  full  knowledge  of  the  circnm* 
stance?  I  hat  passed  in  hi^  society,  and  the 

Tria!  ̂  John  Home  Ta&h  f70l 

Gentlemen,  the  next  witness  that  h  called 
J  a  William  Sharftc ;  he  said  he  was  a  member 
o(  the  Coast itutional  Society,  he  became  so 
two  years  and  a  half  ago;  it  appears  by  the 
books  that  he  was  proposed  ty  Mr.  Hornc 
Tooke ;  he  said  he  alien  (led  at  dilFerent  tiibes 

other  society   on  those   days — farlher  than  i  dowa  to  theoionth  of  May  17$4-     he  waa  at 
that  il  does  no  I  seem  to  have  any  particular 
application.    The  toasts  may  be  reai 

"  After  dinner  the  following  sentiments 
were  given  wuh  tinboimded  appiausc: — 

«  1.  THE  RIGHTS  OF  MAN. 
"2.  A  Free  Constitution. 

«  3,  The  Swine  of  England,  the  Rabble 
of  Scotland,  and  the  Wretches  of  Irelaud. 

**  ♦-  Equal  Laws  and  Liberty. 
**  5/  May  IDespnjisro  be  trodden  under 

the  Hoofs  of  the  Swinish  Multitude^ 

"  6.  THE  ARMIES  CONTENDING 
FOR  LIBERTY. 

"  f  *  Wisdom,  Firmne&s,  and  Unanimity 
to  all  the  Patriotic  Societica  tn  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

**  8.  To  the  reign  of  Peace  and  Lil>erly. 
"  A  citizen  then  ro^,  and  in  a  short 

speech  observed,  that  the  Stewards  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  in  their  list  of  to^atEt,  at 
person  who  liad  done  more  tiian  almost  any 
Boan  towards  Me  Reign  of  Fence  and  Li- 

berty ;  he  would,  therefore,  propose  a*  a 

to^t  *'  lord  Stanhope."  An  amendment 
was  proposed,  that  instead  of  Lord  Stan- 

hope, Citizen  Stanhppe  should  be  drank, 
which  was  received  with  thundering  ap> 

pkuse, 
**  9.  May  the  Pubhc  Revenue  never  be 

applied  to  the  purposes  of  corruption. 
**  10.  The  Victims  to  the  cause  of  Liberty 

suffering  under  the  sentences  of  the  Court 
of  Justiciary, 

^^  11.  Archibald  Hamilton  £lowan^  and 
the  Patriots  of  Ireland, 

**  1»,  The  persecuted  Patriots  of  En  gland, 
«  13.  MAY  THE  ABETFORS  OF  THE 

PEESENT  WAR  BE  ITS  VICTIMS. 

"14.  The  Chairman,  and  success  to  his 
estertions  in  the  cause  ot  Freedom, 

**  Mr.  Wharton  thanked  the  company  for 
their  marked  approbation  of  his  conduct, 
and  pledged  himself  to  continue  his  efiTorts 
in  the  cause  of  Liberty.  He  then  said  he 
would  propose  as  a  toast, 

"  15.  That  steady  Friend  to  Liberty,  John Home  Tookc, 

"  Mr.  Tookc  said,  he  hoped  it  would  be 
the  last  time  that  his  health  should  be 

drank.  His  ambition  was,  that  hereafter 
Au  MEHOKY  thmld  he  given. 

"  16.  MAY  ALL  GOVERNMENT  BE 
piOSE  OF  THE  LAWS,  AND  ALL 
LAWS  THOSE  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

**  17.  Thomas  Paine. 

^    *'  The  Chairman  then  gave  as  a  conclude 
mg  toast,  a  sentiment  directly  in  opposition  '. to  Uiat  of  Mr.  Windham. 

^K  Pr05p<3ritv  to  the  commerce  and 
'-'^tures  of  Great  Bnlain." 

the  meeting  when  a  letter  came  from  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society;  he  remembei* 

five  gentlemen  comin*;  to  meet  some  gentle^ 
men  appointed  by  the  Constitutional  Society 
to  meet  them ;  he,  the  witness  wai  one ,  he 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke;  he  does 
not  remember  being  present  at  the  report 
thai  was  made  by  the  chairman  of  that  com- 

mittee ;  he  said  he  knew  nothing  of  a  com- 
mittee of  correspondence. 

Upon  his  cross-examination  lie  said  he  sup- 
poses he  was  nominated  to  some  delegation 

by  Mr.  Hornc  Tooke,  because  Mr.  Tooke  bad 

a  good  opinion  of  him  ;  that  he  tias  ht^ard  Mr. 
Uorne  Tooke  say  be  would  rather  be  governed 

by  Saint  James's  than  by  Saint  Oiles*ft;  that 
their  intercourse  began  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
wishing  that  his  daaghlers  might  be  taught 
by  him  the  art  of  engraving.  Ifc  was  asked 

as  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  manner  of  living ;  he 
said  Mr.  Tooke  kept  a  hor^,  but  he  ne¥er 
knew  him  ride  out  more  than  once,  and  he 
walked  put  very  seldom,  perhaps  not  more 
than  two  or  three  times  in  a  ye^Lt ;  he  saw 

little  company,  he  generally  spent  his  Lime  in 
the  morning  m  his  gjirden  ;  and  m  looking 
over  old  bouks,  a*id  in  the  evening  at  whissi ; 
he  remembers  a  circumstance  of  an  anony- 

mous letter  coming  to  Mr.  Tooke  from  Ire- 
land, with  a  letter  in  it  for  Mr.  Paine,  which 

he  put  into  the  fire  without  opening ;  be  re- 
membered that  on  t)ie  fifteenth  of  May,  din- 

ing with  Mr.  Tooke  in  Spital -square,  then; 
was  a  letter  supposed  to  have  been  intercept- 

ed, written  by  Mr,  Joyce  to  Mr.  Tooke ;  whe- 
ther Mr.  Tookc  ever  received  any  letter  from 

Mr.  Joyce,  or  ever  answered  one  he  cannot 
tell ;  he  said  that  the  letter  which  was  intei* 
cepled  was  supposed  to  relate  to  sonnething 
that  Mr.  Tooke  was  to  do  with  the  red  book, 
and  that  the  circumstance  was  laughed  at ; 
that  letter  was  produced,  and  it  was  read,  it 
states  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke  that  Hardy  had 
been  taken  up  that  morning,  and  his  papers 
seized ;  then  it  concludes- — "  Is  it  possible  to 
get  reiidy  by  Thursday  ?"  it  is  supposed  that 
these  words  were  thought  tnysteriious  (the 
letter  hai'ing  been  intercepted)  and  tlial  ap- 

prehensions were  entertained  that  some  mis- 
chief was  intended^  and  that,  therefore^  the 

government  took  some  precautions.  It  does 
not  appear  in  evidence  whether  any  such  pre- 

cautions were  taken  or  nOj  hut  if  they  were,  I 
think  no  man  can  impute  blame,  hut,  on  the 
contrary^  that  our  acknowledgments  are  6at 
to  government  for  being  ready  to  hold  out 
that  sort  of  protection ;  and,  undoubtedly,  the 
exterior  of  alt  this  business  was  such  as  jtisti- 
fied  alarm,  and  made  it  necessary  tor  govern* 
ment  to  b«  upon  th«ir  guard.    I  say  ibc  exl«* 
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riorof  it  to  dislinguisU  it  from  the  case  now 
in  judgment  before  vou,  wlilch  must  rtepend 
upon  ihc  whole  of  the  evidence  taken  toge- 

ther; this  witness  said  that  he  has  gone  to 
Vi^imblrdon  with  Mr,  Tooke,  and  particularly 
he  rcmerabert.  that  during  ihc  business  of  the 
Sroteh  (\>iivenlion  Mr. Tooke  usedtogoaway 
c  ■\^c  he  did  itol  like  that  business; 
ut  !ies  he  would  ottcn  stay  till  ten  at 
niglii ;  he  said  he  understood  that  these  words 

— **  Is  U  po^Mible  to  get  ready  by  Thursday" 
—alluded  lo  Mr,  TookeS  being  ready  with 
ftome  extracts  from  the  red  book,  of  places  and 

peusions  in  Mr.  Pitl's  famdy,  which  he  was t*  make  ;  and  he  said,  that  he  thinks  he  saw 

SQine  light  hon«e,  somewhere  about  Spital- 
squATc  where  thev  dined  ;  one  might  observe, 
thftt  this  single  linc^  immediately  following 

the  account  of  Hardy's  capture,  certainly  does 
IK>t  very  well  f<ill  ni  with  that  turn  that  is 
given  to  it^and  yet,  at  the  sanie  time,  it  may 
DC,  tiiat  it  really  ought  to  be  so  understood. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Tooke  used  to  be  desirous  of 

long  adjournments;  that  he  wislied  to  be 
much  in  his  garden — ^he  heard  him  express  a 
wish,  that  there  was  an  act  of  parliament  to 
make  it  death  for  him  to  go  out. 

The  witness  said,  that  at  the  dinner  club 
thero  were  visitors  admitted;  and  Uiat  there 
was  nothing  secret  in  the  conversation  iheri:  ; 
that  be  knows  nothing  of  the  transactions  of 
the  country  societies;  that,  for  his  part,  he 
did  not  even  read  the  proceedings  of  their  own 
Bociety,  and  does  not  himself  know  whodid ;  he 
Sftid  there  were  frequent  debates  in  the  society 
but  there  were  no  secret  committees;  that 

eometimes  they  u*^ed  to  joke  about  their  cor- 
respondents, when,  in  truth,  they  had  no  cor- 

respondents ;  and  that  there  were  committees 
of  correspondence  named,  hot  he  does  not 
know  that  they  ever  met.  He  said  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  was  against  universal  sulfragc: 
and  always  spoke  for  the  constitution  as  com- 

posed of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  he  said 
he  received  leiters  from  th<^  country,  in  con- 

sequence of  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  appearing not  warm  in  the  business  of  the  Scotch  Con- 
vention, to  know  whether  Mr.  Home  Tooke 

had  not  been  pensioned  by  the  court ;  and 
whether  be  had  not  deserted  the  cause  of  li- 

berty; h*-  *»»ud,  he  remembers  Mr.  Tooke,  in 
conversation,  distinguishing  between  assisting 
a  man  to  do  a  thing,  and  assisting  him  after 
he  had  done  a  thine,  which  thing  he  happened 
to  dislike  ;  be  said  that  Tooke  had  generally 
company  on  a  Sunday ;  that  they  used  to 

err-  *  ween  two  and  four,  and  go  away 
u  T ;    that  they  had  an  open  and  gc- 
iici«.  v*M..€rsation  ;  he  docs  not  remember 
that  any  dangerous  touversatiun  ever  passed; 
be  said,  be  has  often  heard  Mr.  Tooke  say,  if 
there  wa*  to  be  any  trouble,  he  himself  sljould 

be  the  tir»t  victim,  because  he  opposed  all  mis- 

"  ievous  characters ;  and  woulJ  do  so,  if  he execrated  by  all  the  world  ;  for  he  would 
what  he  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  do. 
He  said,  that  upon  the  second  of  May  1794 
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he  dined  at  the  anniversary  dinner  oflbc  Coi 
stitutional  Society ;  that  there  was  convefsaAJ 
tion  about  Mr,  Home  Tooke ;  it  was  said  tha 
Mr.  Tooke  had  made  an  aristocratic  speech 
he  said,  it  was  a  very  easy  thing  to  get  admit*] 
tance  into  this  society  ;  very  few  were  reject 
cd  ;  he  thought  Mr.  Tooke  too  careless  abot 
the  business  of  the  society;  he  said,  h^;] 
thought  his  professions  as  to  a  reform  in  thtfi 
Hou^e  of  Commons  were  his  real  sentiments  « 

hw  thought, that  if  thi^Uj^s  were  brought  baclc] 
to  the  stale  they  were  m  at  the  revolutiyi>p 
every  thing  would  be  right;  he  said,  that 
(the  witness)  was  taken  nito  custodv  on  a  wa?<*l 
rani  for  treasonable  practices;  he  thought  th^'f 
sole  object  of  the  Constitutional  Society  was 
parliamentary  reform  ;  he  has  no  reason  to 
suspect  they  meant  to  use  force,  and  that  force 
was  never  the  subject  of  their  conversation. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  not  of  the 

committee  of  correspondence,  or  co-operation, 
he  does  not  remember  any  of  the  associated 
members  attending ;  he  docs  not  know  whe- 

ther the  hundred  thousand  copies  that  they 
talked  of  printing,  were  ever  printed,  or  any 
of  them;  he  never  heard  Mr.  Tooke  consent 
to  any  attack  upon  an  establishment,  civil  or 
relicious ;  but  he  always  detcndf  i  them  ;  he 
said,  he  had  no  object  but  a  reform  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Tix>ke  asked  whe- 

ther he  was  a  bigot ;  Mr.  Sharpe  might  have 
answered  that  question  with  the  decency  with 
which  it  was  put ;  but  he  answered  it  roughly 
and  abruntly,  that  he  thought  he  had  no  reh- 
gion  at  all ;  he  said,  that  they  used  to  sub- 

scribe a  euinea  a  year;  and  that  he  did  not 
consider  nimself  as  answerable  for  what  other 

persons  might  do,  beyond  the  particular  en- 
gagement of  his  guinea,  and  beyond  what  he 

should  personally  consent  to. 
They  then  called  Christopher  Hull,  who 

slid  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 

Society,  and  had  been  so  from  1791 ;  he  recol- 
lected hardly  any  thmg.and  therefore  he  was 

very  soon  dismissed ;  he  said,  he  recollected 
Mr.  Joyce  bein*  in  the  chair  at  a  dinner ;  but 
he  remembered  nothing  of  any  report  being 
made  or  read. 

They  then  produced  a  paper  found  at  Har- 
dy's, which  was  the  report  of  the  committee 

01  the  Constilutioual  and  the  London  Corres- 
ponding Societies ;  that  paper  has  been  read  ; 

and,  I  suppose,  it  only  tends  to  canfirm  the 
truth  of  these  people  having  met,  and  having 
made  that  report. 
They  then  called  for  another  paper  found 

upon  Hardy ;  which  purports  to  be  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Mr.  Vaugban  to  be  a  delegate, 

and  to  assist  the  committee  of  con^titutioD  in 

April,  1799  ;  as  far  as  I  can  understand,  at  the 
time  that  the  estabhshment  of  the  London 

Corresponding  Society  took  place,  they  did 
not  immediately  frame  their  constitution; 
and  that  this  Mr,  Vaughan  was  desired  to 
take  a  part  in  tlie  frammg  of  lliat  constitu- 
tK}D. 

They  ihcn  produced  a  letler  of  Thomas 
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Paine  to  Ih^  people  of  France ;  wbich  appears 
to  have  been  piiblbhed  antl  distributed  gratis, 
hy  the  London  Conespondmg  Society ;  two 
hundred  copies  vf  that  paper  appear  to  have 
DC  en  sent  by  \h^  London  Corresponding  So- 

ciety, lo  the  Conatilutional  Society.  That 
paper  was  read  ;  and  here  the  evidence,  on 
the  part  of  the  pros^iiion,  eb^d.  That  paper 
musi  be  read. 

Letter  of  Thomas  Paine,  to  the  People  of 
France.  Pubbshed  and  distribuled  gratis 
hy  the  London  Corresponding  Society. 

**  Paris f  September  25. 

**  (Firat  Year  of  the  EepuUic.) 

"  reliow-cittzcna;— I  receive,  with  affec* 
tionate  gratitude,  the  honour  which  the 
lale  National  Assembly  has  conferred  upoD 
inef  by  adopting  mc  a  citizen  of  France ; 
and  I  he  additional  honour  of  being  elected 
by  my  fel tow-citizens  a  member  of  the 
N  atio  nu  1  Cj  ̂n  ve  nt  ion  *  Ha  ppi  I  y  i  m  pressed^ 
as  I  am»  by  those  tesli monies  of  respect 
shown  towards  me  as  an  individual,  I  feel 

my  felicity  inereafied  by  seeing  the  barrier 
broken  dawn  that  divided  patriotism  by 
spota  of  earthf  and  limited  dlisenship^  to 
the  soil,  like  ve^tatii^D, 

"  Had  I  host*  honours  been  conferred  in 
an  hour  of  national  tranquillity,  they  would 
jiave  afforded  no  other  means  of  showing 

my  afi'ecijon,  than  to  have  accepted  and  en- 
joyed them ;  but  they  come  accompanied 

with  circumstances  that  give  roe  the  bonour- 

atle  opportunity  of  commencing  my  cili- 
lenshipinthc  stormy  hour  of  difficulties. 
I  come  not  to  enjoy  repose*  Convinced 
that  ttie  cause  of  France  is  the  cause  of  all 
n^ankind,  and  that  as  liberty  cannot  be 
purchased  by  a  wish,  I  gladly  share  with 
you  the  dangers  and  honours  necessary  to 
success. 

"  1  am  well  aware  thai  the  moment  of 
any  creat  change,  inch  asthataccompiiahed 
on  the  10th  of  August,  is  unavoidably  the 
moment  of  terror  and  confusion.  The 

mind,  highly  agitated  by  hope,  suspicion, 
and  apprehension,  continues  without  rest 
tiU  the  change  be  accomplished.  But  let 
us  now  look  calmly  and  confidently  forward, 
wad  success  h  certain.  It  is  no  longer  the 
paltry  cause  of  kings,  or  of  this,  or  of  that 
individual,  that  calT&  France  and  her  armies 
into  action.  II  is  the  great  cause  of  all.  It 
uthe  establishment  of  a  new  j^ra,  that  shall 
blot  despotism  from  the  earth,  and  fix,  on 
the  la:sting  principles'  of  peace  and  citjzen- 
f  hip,  the  great  rcpuMic  oi  man. 

*'  It  has  been  my  fate  to  have  borne  a 
share  m  the  commencement  and  complete 
establishment  of  une  revolution  (I  m^ui 
the  re  volution  of  America).  The  success 
and  events  of  that  revolution  are  encou* 

raginatous.  The  prosperity  and  happiness 
that  have  since  flowed  to  that  countiy,  have 
amply  reworded  bet  for  aU  the  hardships 

she  endured,  and  fbr  all  the  daogexi  she 
en  countered » 

"  The  principles  on  which  that  revoluUoit 
began,  h^vo  eMeuded  themselves  lo  Europe; 
and  an  over -ruling  Providence  is  r^ne- 
rating  the  Old  World  by  the  principles  of 
the  New,  The  distance  of  America  from 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  globe,  did  not 
admit  of  her  carrying  those  pTinciples 
beyond  her  own  EituatioQ.  It  is  to  the 
peculiar  honour  of  France,  that  she  now 
raise <9  the  &tandardof  liberty  for  all  natioAS ; 
and  in  fighting  her  own  hattleSj  conieuda 
for  the  rights  of  all  mankind. 

"  The  ̂ oie  spirit  of  fortitude  that  in* 
sured  success  lo  Amei  ica,  will  insure  it  to 

France,  for  it  is  impossible  to  eonguei  a 
nation  determined  to  be  free  I  Tbetnilitary 
circumstances  that  now  unite  ihemsetves 

to  France,  are  such  as  the  deapots  of  the 
earth  know  nothing  of,  and  can  fonn 
no  calculation  upon.  They  know  iiol 
whbi.  it  is  to  fight  against  a  nation^  Tbey 
have  only  been  accustomed  to  make  war 
upon  each  other,  and  they  know  from 
system  and  practice,  how  to  calcidaie  the 
probable  success  of  despot  against  despot ; 
and  here  their  knowledge  and  experience 
ends. 

"  But  in  a  contest  Ukf  the  present^  a  new 
and  boundless  variety  of  circumstances 
arise?,  that  deranges  all  such  customary 
calculations.  When  a  whole  nation  acts  as 

an  army,  the  despot  know*  not  the  extent 
of  the  power  agaln^rt  which  he  contends. 
New  armies  rise  against  him  with  the  nc* 
cessity  of  the  moment.  It  is  then  thai  the 

difficulties  oi^  an  invading  enemy  multiply, as  in  the  former  case  they  diminished  j  and 

he  finds  them  at  their  height  when  he  ex- 
pected them  lo  end. 

«  The  only  war  that  has  any  simikritj 
of  circumstances  with  the  present,  is  th# 
late  re%'olulion-war  in  America.  On  her 
part,  as  it  now  is  in  France,  it  was  a  war  of 
the  whole  nation. — There  it  was  that  the 

enemy,  by  beginning  to  conquer,  put  him- 
self in  a  condition  of  bein^  conquered^ 

His  first  victories  prepared  him  for  defeat. 
He  advanced  till  he  could  not  retreat,  and 
found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  nation  of 
armies. 

"  Were  it  now  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Austrians  and  Pmssiaas  to  ei»cort  them 

into  the  middle  of  France,  and  there  leave 
them  to  make  the  most  of  such  a  siluatioo, 
they  would  see  too  much  into  the  danger  of 
it  to  accept  the  ojffer,  and  the  same  dan^erfi 
would  attend  them  could  they  arrive  mert 
by  any  other  means,  Where  then  is  the 
mihtaVy  policy  of  their  attempting  to  obtiUt 

by  force,  that  which  tbey  would  reAia*  fcj choice?  But  to  reason  with  d» 

throwing  reason  away.    The  bcAl  | 

tnents  is  a  vigorous  preparation^ 
'*  Man  is  ever  a  stranger  tr 

which  Providence  reguklea 
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tbiogs.  The  interference  of  foreign  despots 
may  serve  to  introduce  into  their  own  en- 
skied  countries  the  principles  ihey  corac 
to  oppose.  Liberty  and  Equality  are  bless- 

ings too  great  to  be  the  iuherilance  of 
Fnhnce  alone.  It  is  honour  to  her  to  be 
their  frrst  champion:  and  she  may  now 
njT  (o  her  enemies,  with  a  mighty  voice, 
*  O !  yc  Austriaos,  ye  Prussians  !   ye  who 
*  now  turn  your  bayonets  asainst  ua. ;  it  is 
*  for  all  Europe;  it  is  for  all  mankind,  and 
*  not  for  France  alone,  that  she  raises  the 
*  standard  of  Liberty  and  Erjunlity/ 

**  The  public  cause  has  luthcrto  suffered 
from  the  contradictions  contained  in  the 
COIMtilUtioa  of  the  former  Constituent 
A«Minbly«  Those  contradictions  have 
served  lo  divide  the  opinions  of  individuals 
at  hom,e,  and  to  obscure  the  great  princi* 
fles  of  the  revolution  in  other  countries, 
Itut  when  those  contradictions  shall  be 
removed,  and  the  constitution  be  made 
conformable  to  the  declaration  of  rights; 
¥r!icn  the  bagatelles  of  monarchy,  royalty 

regency,  and  hereditary  succession,  'shall lie  cxjx)scd,  with  all  their  absurdities,  a 
new  ray  of  light  will  be  thrown  over  the 
^norld,  and  the  revolution  will  derive  new 
i*renfi;th  by  being  universally  understood, 

""fhc  scene  that  now  opens  itself  to FVtnce  entcuds  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
faerown  dominions.  Every  u.itiun  h  bccom- 
tug  her  colleague,  and  every  court  is  become 
Iter  enemy.  It  is  now  the  cause  of  all  nations 
against  the  cause  of  all  courts.  The  terror 
that  despotism  felt,  clandestinely  begot  a 
coofederation  of  despots;  and  their  attack 
tfpon  France  was  produced  by  their  fears  at 
fiome. 

**  In  eotering  on  this  great  scene,  greater tbsin  any  nation  has  yet  been  called  to  act 
10^  let  us  say  lo  the  agitated  mind,  be  calm. 
Let  us  punish  by  iu^tnicliug,  rather  than 
by  revenge.  Let  us  begin  the  new  ara  by 
a  greatness  of  friendship,  and  hail  the 
approach  of  union  .and  success.  Your 
felJow  citizeR, 

"  Thomas  Paiab/* 

GenOemen,  the  first  witness,  who  was 
called  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Home  Tookc,  was 
major  Cartw right ;  he  said  he  was  a  member 
of  the  society  for  Cooslitutiooal  InforniatioD, 
from  its  first  institution ;  that  doctor  Broc- 
klesby,  a  doctor  Jcbbj  and  a  Mr.  Lofh,  were 
among  the  earlicf-t  members ;  their  object 
w»s,  to  give  lo  the  public  constitutional  in- 
rormation;  and  particularly  to  promote  a 
recovery  of  what  they  conceived  their  lost 
fights— racanine  the  rights  of  representation 
in  the  House  ot  Commons;  he  said  he  never 
entertained  an  idea  that  the  objects  of  the 
society  were  cban^d ;  that,  for  the  last  two 
years,  it  was  in  his  power  to  attend  scarcely 
at  all;  he  was  many  years  in  the  habit  of 
attending ;  he  never  perceived  any  change  of 
Svncnl'Kiitiiiieiits;  in  the  outset,  tliey  were 

A.D. 

in  favour  of  universal  tuffrage,  and  annual 
parliaroenls ;  that  the  society  was  instituted 
before  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan  ;  but  the 
duke's  conduct  met  with  the  anprubation  of 
the  society:  that  the  duke  or  Richmond's 
letter  to  colonel  Sharman  was  circulated  by 
the  society  ;  and  that  the  plan,  stated  in  that 
letter,  received  their  approbation ;  he  under- 

stands the  duke  of  RicnmondS  bill,  and  his 
plan,  in  the  letter  to  colonel  Sharman,  to  be 
that  which  their  approbation  went  lo ;  he 
had  many  conversations  with  him  upon  the 
subject ;  he  cannot  pretend  lo  say,  liiat  it  was 

the  sole  object  ol"  the  society  to  act  upon  the 
duke  of  Richmond's  plan ;  the  sole  object 
was  a  radical  reform  in  the  House  of  Commons; 
but  there  was  a  considerable  diflference  of 

opinion ;  that  many  would  have  been  ftl-id  of obtaining  considerably  less  than  that ;  he  said 
if  he  had  perceived  there  had  been  any  per- 

sons "who  were  not  friends  to  the  king's 
government,  he  would  have  remained  in  tne 
sooicty,  but  it  should  have  been  for  the  pur- 

pose of  removing  such  members;  he  never 
heard  of  such  an  idea,  in  the  society  ;  that  no 
man  had  ever  started  such  an  idea ;  that  no 
motion  had  been  made  of  that  kind. 

The  witness  said,  he  had  known  the  prisoner 
intimately  sixteen  3*ears;  that  he  always 
appeared,  from  his  public  coiiduot,  and  private 
conversations,  to  be  a  steady,  firm,  and  in- 
Hcxibie  friend  to  a  reform  in  the  House  of 
Commons;  he  docs  not  know  that  Mr.  Home 
Touke  has  particular  objections  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond's  plan,  but  he  did  not  entirely 
concur  witli  it;  tljat,  of  all  the  men  he  ever 
knew,  he  was  the  steadiest,  and  most  inva- 

riable in  his  sentiments ;  that  he  never  heard 
any  thing  fall  from  him,  disrespectful  to  the 
office  of  royally;  but  quite  the  reverse;  he 
said,  that  at  times,  when  other  opinion*  were 
put  abroad,  he  always  found  Mr.  Tooke  hold, 
thai  the  regal  and  aristocratical  branches  of 
our  constitution,  were  excellent  in  themselves; 
and  that,  if  a  reform  in  the  other  branches  of 
the  constitution  could  be  obtained,  that  our 
constitution  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  the 

most  perfect  of  any  upon  earth ;  he  says  this 
is  the  impression  on  nis  mind,  of  all  his  con- 
versatioii ;  that  he  has  not  seen  Mr.  Tooke, 
since  the  spring  of  1792  ;  that  down  to  that 
time  he  had  observed  no  variation  in  his  opi* 
nion.  He  said,  he  recollects  an  illustration 
of  Mr.  Tooke's,  which  shows  that  his  objects 
did  not  go  to  those  lengths  which  ̂ Ir.  Paine's 
did ;  he  was  speaking  of  persons  travelUng  in 
a  stage  coach,  and  gcttmg  out  at  different 
places;  he  said,  when  I  find  myself  at  lioua* 
slow,  I  get  out ;  others  may  go  farther. 

He  said  Mr.  Tooke  did  not  write  the  letter 
to  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
which  was  aofwered  upon  the  sixtrciith  of 
May,  1799;  the  witness  himself  subsciibed  it 
as  chairman,  and  consented  to  it^  Ikcing  sent ; 

that  it  was  written  as  a  scriou-  'v.  and 
solemn  warning  to  a  new  scm  iK)sed, 

in  tt  coosiderabie  dc^re«^  qI  \a>-vvv\i'^v^  m\  v«^ 



713] 35  GEORGE  III. 

meeung  at  the  Thatched  House,  about  the 
middle  gf  May,  1732^  after  his  first  mciUon  in 
the  Uoiisc  of  Commotia,  in  rebtion  to  a  par* 
liameatary  reform;  he  tbinkB  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  vras  present;  that  the  sense  of  the 
meeting  was  to  use  means  to  recommend  a 
petilioti  to  parliament,  in  order  to  procure  a 
ic&irm  ;  he  said  that  there  was  no  such  idea 
as  a  conventloa  of  the  people  by  affiliated 
societies;  be  did  not  consider  thai  as  a  meet- 

ing of  per^ns  authori^d  to  aet  for  any  but 
fyr  themselves ;  he  said  he  does  not  recollect 
way  petLlion  havlug  been  objected  to  ill  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  coming  from  persons 
in  a  delegated  capacity ;  he  does  not  know 
but  that  some  of  the  persons  present  at  the 
Thatched  House  might  he  deputed  by  others, 
but  be  does  not  know  how  they  were  consti- 
tuted. 

Mr,  Sheridan  was  then  called :  he  said  he 
knows  Mr.  Home  Tooke  •  that  he  met  him  at 
several  meetings,  held  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 

taining a  pari inmentiiry  reform;  that  he  met 
him  atdiferent  associations  in  the  year  1780; 
he  thinks  he  saw  him  at  a  meeting,  or  con- 

vention of  delegates,  from  different  counties 
and  towns,  assembled  to  promote  the  object 
of  a  pairliamentEry  reform,  and  to  act  for  those 
who  {leputed  Ihem ;  that  he,  Mr,  Sheridan, 
was  dcJegate  from  WeatmJiiater,  with  five  or 
silt  other  gentlemen,  to  act  with  the  other 
delegiitcs  from  other  associations,  and  to  pro- 

mote the  object  of  parliamentary  reform  by 
legal  and  conslitulional  means,  and  so  far  to 
iiitere!»t  and  engage  the  public  mind  in  that 
object,  that  the  mfluence  of  the  public  opinion 
might  so  far  operate  upon  tnc  House  of 
Commons  as  that  they  might  ultimately  gain 
their  object,  without  which  infltience  there 
were  no  hopes  of  success  from  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  that  tliey  confided  the  means  of 
doing  this  to  the  delegates  entirely ;  that  in 
all  their  papers  and  resolutions  they  stated 
themselves  to  be  delegates  acting  lor  other 
people ;  he  fiays  that  no  person  could  belong 
to  UiDse  meetings  without  knowing  that  h 
waa  so,  because  soch  a  person  must  have  been 
himself  appointed  by  others  ,  he  says  he  re- 
adlects  no  instance  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke' s 
diweniing  from  the  propositions  that  were 
then  made;  he  does  not  know  whether  Mr, 
Tooke  waj^  a  delcEate ;  there  were  Yorkshire 
and  Devonshire  delegates;  that  they  consi- 

dered thcin.^elves  as  delegated  generally  to 
use  the  strongest  legal  means  to  obtain  their 
object;  he  says  that  it  was  thought  tliat  pe- 

titions, unless  they  came  from  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  were  frivolous  and  use- 

less, and  they  conceived  that  they  should 
hive  delegates  in  larger  meetings  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom;  they  did  not  meiin  to 
operate  upott  the  House  of  Commons  by  force 
or  violence^  but  by  that  degree  of  awe  and 
fCftpect  which  they  conceived  the  House  of 
Commons  were  bftund  to  pay,  and  must  payj 
to  the  sense  of  the  people  at  large  wheta  col- l*cicd. 
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He  said  he  recollects  a  meethig  to  celebrate 

the  estabUshmenl  of  liberty  in  France,  in  ihe 
year  1790.  Upon  that  occasion  he  moved  a 
resolution,  drawn  up  the  day  before  by  the 
Whi g  C- 1  ub.  Mr.  Horn e  Tooke,  he  says ,  made 
no  objection  to  his  motion,  but  proposed  an 
amendment  Mr,  Tooke  stated,  tliai  an  un- 

qualified approbation  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, in  the  tenns  moved,  might  produce  an 

ill  effect  out  of  doors^  a  disposition  to  a  revio- 
luiion  in  this  country,  or,  at  least,  be  misre^ 
presented  to  have  that  object ;  he  adverted  to 
the  circumstance  of  their  having  all  of  Ihem 
national  cockades  in  their  hats ;  he  proposed 
to  add  some  qualifying  expression  to  the  ap- 

probation of  the  French  revolotioc,  a  decla- 
ration of  attachment  to  the  principles  of  our 

own  constitution  ;  he  said  Mr.  Tooke  spoke 
in  a  figurative  manner  of  the  former  govern- 

ment of  France-  he  described  it  as  a  vessel 
so  foul  and  decayed,  that  no  repair  could  save 
it  from  dcslmction;  thai,  in  contrasting  our 
state  with  that,  he  said,  thank  God  the  main 
limbers  of  our  constitution  are  sound;  he 
had  before  observed^  however,  that  $ome 
reforms  might  be  necessary ;  he  said  that  acti- 
timenl  was  Teceivcd  with  great  disapprob»* 
tion,  and  with  very  rude  interruption,  inso- 

much that  lord  Stanhope,  who  was  in  the 
chair,  interfered  ;  he  said  it  had  happened  to 
him,  in  many  pubhc  meetings,  to  differ  with 
and  oppose  the  prisoner,  and  that  he  has  fre- 
auently  seen  hrm  received  with  very  conii- 
erablc  marks  of  disapprobation,  but  lie  never 

saw  them  much  affect  him;  he  said,  that  he 

himself  objected  to  Mr.  Tooke's  amendnient ; 
he  thinks  he  withdrew  his  amendmcni^  and 
moved  it  as  a  separate  motion ;  he  said  it  was 
then  carried  as  unanimously  as  his  own  mo- 

tion had  been;  that  original  motion,  and 

separate  motion,  are  in  these  words—**  That this  meeting  does  most  cordially  rejoice  in 
the  estabhshmeiit  and  confirmation  of  liberty 

in  Trance;  and  it  beholds,  with  peculiar  satis- 
faction, the  sentiments  of  acvuty  and  good 

will,  which  appear  to  pervade  ihe  people  of 
that  country  towards  this  kingdom,  especially 
at  a  time  when  it  is  the  manifest  interest  of 
both  states,  that  nothing  should  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  at  present  subsist?  between 
them,  and  which  is  so  essentially  necesMry 
to  the  freedom  and  happiness^  not  only  of  ̂  
French  nation^  hut  ot  all  mankind/'  Mr. 
Tooke  wished  to  add  to  his  motion  some  qua- 

lifying clause,  to  guard  a^^atnet  misunder- 
standing and  misrepresentations  that  there 

was  a  wide  diffi'ience  between  England  and 
France ;  that  in  France  the  vessel  was  so  foul 
and  decayed^  that  no  repair  could  save  it 
from  destruction;  whereas,  in  England,  we 
had  a  noble  and  a  stately  vessel,  sailing 
proudly  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  ;  that  her 
main  timbers  were  soimd,  though  it  was  •'■"* 
atWr  so  long  a  course  of  years,  sb"  ■* 
want  s<) roe  repairs .  M r.  Took e 'a  mo 
— .«£  That  we  feel  equal  satisfaction 
subjects  of  England,  by  the  virtuoufr  i 



»f  their  anceBliors,  have  not  so  ardtious  n  task 
peHorm  as  the  French  have  had,  but  Jiarc 

ilv  lu  mnintatn  and  nupTOve  tlir  constitti- 
ilioo  which  their  aiurestors  hiivp  transmitted 

them :"  this  was  carriKl  uniiiiimou'»!y. 
Upon  hi«  croas-exaininalion  Mr.  Sheridan 

lid,  thai  this  meeting  was  upon  the  Hili  of 
\  17<K) ;  that  in  1791  there  was  a  meeling, 
he  happened  not  to  he  |rresent ;  that  at 

he  meeting  in  1790,  they  hissed  and  inter- 
ipled  Mr/fooke,  condemning,  as  he  Lhou^iit, 
he   moderation  of  his   principles;    he  said 
Jhere  was  a,  nieetins  of  delegates,  in  17flO,  he 

js  not  recollect  the  meetingf  in  178?  ;   he 
that  the  meeting  in  1790  was  soon  after 

je  election  for  VVestminster ;  there  was  no- 
cordial  in  the  members  of  the  Whig 
who  attended,  towards  Mr.  Tooke;  thut 

rwas  a  meeting  of  dele^tes  somewhere 
ig-«treet;  he  cannot  say  now  many  meet- 
there  were,  nor  for  what  places  they  at- 
1;  and  he  says  that  after  ward  St  he  thinks 

lere  was  a  meeting  in  Giiildhall ;  he  said 
lat  he  forgets  the  nature  of  the  meeting  at 

Thatched  House,  or  who  were  present; 
lat  there  was  a  meeting  afterwards  at  the 

ike  of  Richmond's,  when  it  was  proposed 
lat  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  requested  to  move  a 
iform  in  parliament,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
lona. 

Mr.  Pitt  afterwards  said  that  he  spoke  of 
le  meeting  at  the  Thatched  House   only, 
rhcn  he  said,  that   the  persons  who  met 
lere,  met  for  themselves ;  that  he  was  at  the 

leeung  at  the  duke  of  Richmond's,  at  which 
lere  were  many  members  of  parliament,  and 
ime  who  were  not  members  of  parliament, 

id  who  might  have  been  delegated  from  the 
inties  anatowns. 

Lord  Stanhope  was  then  called ;  he  said 
was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  held  on 

kc  fourteen  Ih  day  of  Julv,  in  the  year  1790, 
»e  year  after  the  Bastille  had  been  pulled 
►wn;  that  they  met  to  celebrate  that  glorious 
rent ;  he  said  tliat  there  were  several  hun< 
red  persons  there,  of  a  very  respectable  de- 
rription ;  that  the  prisoner  was  there ;  he 
lid  that  Mr.  Sheridan  also  was  present;  that 

fr.  Sheridan's  health  was  drank,  and  then 
Lr.  Shendan  made   his  motion;   tliat  Mr. 
lorne  Tooke  said  he  was  not  used  to  flatter 

len,  upon  that  be  was  hissed ;  that  he  spoke, 
the  meetiti»  of  the  danger  of  being  misun- 
rstood,  and   proposed    to  add  somelhiiiig 
)ut  our  own  coostitution ;  that  he  recol- 

he  made  use  of  the  expression,  that  our 
imb«rs  were  sound  •  he  was  very  much  hissed 
id  hooted,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  he  pro- 
ired  him  a  hearing;  they  were  unwilling  to 
lix  Mr.  Tookc's  sentiments  with  Mr.  Sheri- 
m's,  and  therefore  Mr.  Tooke's  motion  was 

le  separately,  and  was  carried ;  he  said,  at 
It  time,  the  constitution  of  1789  had  been 

vlablished,  but  thai  it  was  not  perfected  till 
If 01;   rnanv  of  that  description  of  people. 
rhom  he  knew  as  Foxites,  were  there,  an<i 

they  hissed  Bit.  Home  Tooke ;  lie  said 

be  it  persyadcd  nobody  there  had  any  inten* 
lion  a^inst  the  goirernment ;  he  tyokti  of  hts 
being  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  17H5,  he 
came  in  at  the  general  election  in   1780;  h« 
attended  many  meetinjrs  tor  the  reform  of  par- 
hament;  he  saw  Mr.  Home  Tooke  at  several; 

,  he    is   perfectly   clear  he  saw  him  at   the 
I  Thatched  House  in  1782,  a  short  ttnte  afief 

I  Mr.  Pitt's  hrst  motion  was   neg-jiived;   lie 
;  said  that  was  a  motion  to  go  into  a  committee, 
I  the  second  motion  was  more  paiticular,  and 
I  his  third  motion,  in  the  year  1785,  was,  to 
I  advance  a  milhon  steiting,  to  buy  up  the  bur- 
fige  tenure  Ijoroughs;  he  said  he  was  at  the 
hatched  House  with  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  WyvilJ, 

and  the  duke  of  Riciimond ;  he  is  positive  to 
his  being  at  the  meeting  in  1785,  and  he 
thinks  he  was  there  in  1782  ;  he  said  the  «^. 
ject  of  the  meeting  was,  a  recommendation  to 
tlie  people  to  meet  during  the  summer,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing,  by  legal  means,  a 
narliamentary  reform ;  he  said  he  is  sure 
Sflr.  Tooke  was  present  at  the  meeting  io 
1785,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  then  lord  Surrey^ 
was  in  the  chair;  that  Mr,  Wi^iU  brought 
that  meeting  together;  he  said  that  Mr. 

Wyvill  ̂ fas  a  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt's  lasl 
plan ;  that  an  account  of  this  plan  was  writ- 

ten, for  the  meeting,  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  and  Mr. 
Wyviti  moved  for  a  specific  aporobation  of 
that  plan;  that  Mr.  Fox  objected  to  it,  Mr. 
Tooke  vmA  for  it,  and  debated  for  it ;  that  he 
has  never  been  in  habits  with  Mr.  Tooke  in 

Jirivale  life ;  thai  there  was  a  meeting  of  dc- 

crates  in  1780  and  1781. 
Mr.  Wyvill  said  he  was  at  the  meeting  in 

1785 ;  that  it  was  called  chieflj^  at  his  desire, 
with  a  view  to  obtain  a  resolution  approving 

of  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  in  hopes  to  unite  the  friends 
of  parliamentary  reform,    that  they  might 
make  another  application  with  united  sup- 

port ;  he  hoped  for  greater  eflfoct  from  united 
support,  than  from  distmited ;  he  said  Mr. 
Tooke  was  there;  that  there  was  no  propo- 

sition to  thank  Mr.  Pitt,  the  proposition  was, 

to  declare  that  Mr.  Fitl*s  proposed  reform 
would  be  a  substantial  improvement  of  the 

I  constitution ;  he  said  that  was  negatived ;  he 

I  said   Mr.  Tooke  spoke  in  favour  of  it,  and 
I  voted  in  favour  of  it;  he  believed  Mr.  Tooke 
I  was  present  at  the  Thatched  House,  in  178^; 
1  that  tlje  object  was,  to  endeavour  to  animate 

the  people  to  meet  in  respective  districts,  lo 
petition  parliament  for  a  reform,  and  it  tras 
carried  unanimously;  he  said  that  the  reso- 

lutions were  in  writing. 
Mr.  Macnamara  was  then  called  ;  he  said 

he  attended  the  Constitutional  Club  iu  1788, 
which  is  a  club  that  was  iostituted  by  the 
friends  of  lord  Hood,  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  election  for  the  city  of  Westminster;  they 
met  at  the  Thatched  House;  [that  it  waa 
established  on  lord  Townshend  opposing  lord 

Hood's  re-clecdon;  there  were  resolutions 
proposed  there  by  Mr.  Tooke,  which  were 
constitutional  anJ  loyal,  sucli  as  became  a 

wcU-wisher  to  the  king  and  government  of 
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meeting  tt  the  Th&tchtd  H«use>  about  Ihe 
liMddle  of  May«  178!e»  after  h»  first  moiioii  io 
llie  Home  of  CommoiiB^  in  reiAtioA  to  a  par- 
Mamentary  inform;  he  thinks  Mr.  Home 
Tooke  was  present;  that  the  sense  of  the 
iwetuig  was  to  use  means  to  recommend  a 
palilion  to  parliament,  in  order  to  pnocure  a 
refcrm ;  he  said  that  thete  was  no  such  idea 
as  a  convention  of  the  people  by  affiliated 
flocieties;  be  did  not  consider  that  as  a  meet- 

ing of  persons  authorized  to  act  for  any  but 
lor  themselves ;  he  said  he  does  not  recollect 
say  peUtion  having  been  objected  to  in  the 
House  of  G>mmons,  as  coming  ftom  persons 
in  a  delegated  capacity;  he  does  not  know 
but  that  some  of  the  persons  present  at  the 
Thatched  House  might  be  deputed  by  others, 
iut  be  does  not  know  how  they  were  consti- 

Triai  ̂ John  Home  Tooke 
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Mr.  Sheridan  was  then  called;  he  said  he 
knows  Mr.  Home  Tooke ;  that  he  met  him  at 
asveral  meetings,  held  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taming  a  parliamentary  refbran;  that  he  met 
him  at  different  associations  in  the  year  1780; 
he  thinks  he  saw  him  at  a  meeting,  or  con^ 
▼ention  of  delegates,  from  different  counties 
and  town^,  assembled  to  promote  the  object 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  to  act  for  those 
who  deputed  them ;  that  he,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
was  delegate  firom  Westminster,  with  five  or 
six  other  genUeraen,  to  act  with  the  other 
delegates  m>m  other  associations,  and  to  pro- 

mote the  object  of  parliamentary  reform  by 
legal  and  constitutional  means,  and  so  fiir  to 
interest  and  engage  the  public  mind  in  that 
Object,  that  the  mfluence  of  the  public  opinion 
inight  so  far  operate  upon  the  House  of 
Commons  as  that  they  might  ultimately  eain 
their  object,  without  which  influence  there 
were  no  hopes  of  success  fivm  the  House  of 
Gommons  ;  that  thev  confided  the  means  of 
doinjg  this  to  the  delegates  entirely ;  that  in 
aU  their  papers  and  resolutions  they  stated 
themselves  to  be  delegates  acting  for  other 
people;  he  says  that  no  person  could  belon*: 
CO  those  meetings  without  knowing  that  u 
was  so,  because  such  a  person  must  have  been 
himself  appointed  by  others;  he  says  he  re- 
coUects  no  instance  of  Mr.  Home  Tooke*s 
dksenting  firom  the  propositions  that  were 
ttoimaoe;  he  does  not  know  whether  Mr. 
Tooke  was  a  delegate ;  there  were  Yorkshire 
and  Devonshire  dele^tes;  that  they  consi 
dered  themselves  as  delegated  generally  to 
use  the  strongest  legal  means  to  obtain  their 
ol^t;  he  says  that  it  was  thought  that  pe- 

titions, unless  they  came  from  the  whole 
body  of  the  people,  were  frivolous  and  usc- 
1ms,  and  they  conceived  that  they  should 
have  delegates  in  larger  meetings  from  alt 
parts  of  the  kingdom ;  they  did  not  mean  to 
operate  upon  the  House  of  Commons  by  force 
or  violence,  but  by  that  degree  of  awe  and 
respect  which  they  cooceivMl  the  House  of 
dfmmoBB  were  liouod  to-pay,  and  must  pay, 
to^8ea$eofth9pwplt  at  laige  when  coU 

He  said  he  recollects  a  meeting  to  celebrate 
the  establishment  of  liberty  in  France,  ia  the 
y^r  1790,  Upon  that  occa^iQO  he  moved  a 
reaolutiont  drawn  up  the  day  before  by  the 
W  hi  ̂  CM  ub .  M  r,  H  om  e  Tooke,  he  say 3 ,  made 
no  o&jeciLQn  to  his  motion,  bul  proposed  an 
amend loent.  Mr.  Tooke  staled,  that  an  tin- 
(|iiaii6iml  approbation  of  the  French  revolu* 
tion,  in  the  terms  moved,  mi^ht  produce  an 
ill  effect  out  of  doors,  a  dbposiiion  to  a  revo* 
liilioii  in  this  country,  or,  at  ieas^  be  misie- 
presented  to  have  that  object ;  ho  adverted  to 
the  circumstance  of  thetr  having  all  of  ihera 
nationd  cockades  in  tbeir  hats ;  he  proposed 
to  add  some  qualifyiilg  expression  to  the  ap^ 
probation  of  Ihe  French  revolt!  I  ion  ̂   a  decla- 
ration  of  atlachraenl  to  the  principles'  of  our 
own  con^iitutioQ  ;  he  said  Mr.  Tuokc  spoke 
in  a  figurative  manDcr  of  the  fonner  govern' 
men t of  France;  he  described  it  as  a  vessel 

so  foul  and  deca^'ed,  that  no  repair  could  save 
it  from  destruction ;  that,  in  contrasting  otif 
state  with  that,  be  said,  thank  God  the  roain 
titnbers  of  our  constitutiou  are  sound;  he 
had  before  observed,  however,  that  some 
reforms  might  be  necessary ;  he  said  that  sen- 
timcDt  was  received  with  greai  disapproba- 
tioDj  and  with  ver^  rude  interruption,  ins»* 
much  that  lord  Stanhope,  who  was  in  the 
chairf  interfered  ;  he  said  it  had  happened  to 
him,  in  many  public  meeting,  to  differ  with 
and  oppose  the  prisoner,  and  that  he  has  frc- 
ouently  seen  him  received  with  very  conai- 
(lerablc  marks  of  disapprobation,  but  he  never 
saw  them  much  affect  him ;  he  said,  thai  he 

him  self  objected  to  Mr,  Tooke's  amendment; he  thinks  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
moved  it  as  a  geparalc  motion ;  he  said  it  wb9 
then  carried  as  unanimously  as  his  own  mo- 

tion had  been;  thai  original  motion,  and 

Beparaie  muiion,  are  in  these  worda — ^  That 
this  meeting  does  most  cordially  rejoice  in 
the  establish  mem  and  confirmation  of  liberty 
in  France;  and  it  beholds,  with  peculiar  satis- 

faction, the  sentiments  of  amily  and  good 
will*  which  appear  to  pervade  the  people  of 
that  country  towards  this  kingdom^  e^peciaUy 
at  a  time  when  it  i^  the  manileNt  interest  of 
both  states,  that  nothing  should  interrupt  the 
harmony  which  at  present  sub.*iiisLs  between 
them,  and  which  is  so  essentially  necessary 
to  the  freedom  and  happiness,  not  only  of  the 

French  nation,  but  ot  all  mankind."  Mr. 
Tooke  wished  to  add  to  his  moiion  some  qua- 

lify in  »  clause,  to  guard  against  misunder- 
standing and  miircprcsentation:  that  there 

was  a  wide  diff*>rcnce  between  England  and 
France ;  that  in  France  the  vessel  was  so  foul 
and  decayed  J  tliat  no  repair  could  save  it 
from  destruction ;  whereas,  in  Engiand,  we 
had  a  noble  and  a  stately  vessel,  sailing 
proudly  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean  ;  that  her 
ifiain  timbers  were  sound,  though  it  was  tru^ 
after  so  long  a  course  of  years,  she  ir*-*** 
want  some  re|5airs.  Mr,  Tc«>ke*s  mot**"  t 
™^T\\a\.v»t.  feci  e<\(Lial  satislaclioii  tl 

\ 
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of  their  anceslorSf  liave  nai  so  arduous  a  task 
to  perform  as  Uie  French  hare  had,  hul  have 
onlv  lt>  maintain  and  improve  the  constitu- 
luUoo  which  their  afireator^  huvc  transmitted 

to  them  :*'  this  wasciirried  imLuiimoaHly, 
Upon  hiu  cross-examination  Mr.  Shernlan 

saUl,  that  this  meeling  was  upon  the  14th  of 
July,  1790 ;  that  in  I71»l  there  was  u  meeting, 
but  he  happened  not  to  be  jirosenl;  that  at 
the  mcetiiig  in  1790,  they  hissed  and  inter- 

rupted Mr.Tooke,  condemning,  as  he  thought, 
the  moderation  of  his  principles;  he  said 
there  was  a  meeting  of  delegates,  in  1780,  he 
docs  not  recollect  the  meetings  in  1782  ;  he 
fiaid  thai  the  rneeling  in  1790  was  soon  after 
the  election  for  Westminster ;  there  was  no- 

thing cordial  in  the  members  of  the  Whig 
Club,  who  attended,  towards  Mr.  Tookc;  that 
there  was  a  meeting  of  delegates  somewhere 
in  King-slreet;  he  cannot  say  now  many  meet- 

ings there  were,  nor  for  what  places  they  at- 
tended ;  and  he  says  that  afterwards,  he  thinks 

there  was  a  meeting  in  Gjuitdhall ;  he  said 
that  he  forgets  the  nature  of  the  meeting  at 
the  Thatched  House,  or  who  were  present; 
that  there  was  a  meeting  afterwards  al  the 

duke  of  Richmond's,  when  it  was  proposed 
that  Mr.  Pitt  should  be  requested  to  move  a 
feform  in  parliament,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
iDons. 

Mr  Pill  afterwards  said  that  he  spoke  of 
the  raecUog  at  the  Thatched  House  only, 
when  he  said,  that  the  persons  who  met 
there,  met  for  themselves ;  that  he  was  at  the 

ineeung  at  the  duke  of  Richmond's,  at  which there  were  many  members  of  parliament,  and 
some  who  were  not  members  of  parliament, 
aod  who  mtdit  have  been  delegated  from  the 
counties  and  towns. 

Lord  Stanhope  was  then  called ;  he  said 
he  was  in  the  chair  at  the  meeting  held  on 
the  iourteenlh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1790, 
ODe  year  after  the  6a!>lille  had  been  pulled 
down ;  that  they  met  to  celebrate  that  glorious 
event ;  he  said  that  there  were  several  hun- 

dred persons  there,  of  a  very  respectable  de- 
acription;  that  the  prisoner  was  there;  he 
•akJ  that  Mr.  Sheridan  also  was  present;  that 
Mr.  Sheridan's  health  was  drank,  and  then 
Mr-  Sheridan  made  his  motion;  that  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  said  he  was  not  used  to  flatter 

men,  upon  that  he  was  hissed ;  that  he  spoke, 
at  the  meeting,  of  the  danger  of  being  misim- 
derstood,  and  proposed  to  add  soraelhin^ 
about  our  own  constitution;  that  he  recol^ 
Iccts  he  made  use  of  the  expression,  that  our 
tlrabars  were  sound ;  he  was  very  much  hissed 
^»d  hooted,  and  it  was  with  difficuUy  he  pro- 

cured him  a  hearing;  they  were  unwilling  to 
mix  Mr.  Tooke's  sentiments  with  Mr.  Sheri- 

dan's, and  therefore  Mr,  Tooke's  motion  was 
made  separately,  and  was  carried;  he  said,  at 
thai  time,  Uie  constitution  of  1789  had  been 
^tablishcd,  but  that  it  was  not  perfected  till 
17^1;  many  of  that  description  of  people, 
whom  he  knew  as  Fojcitcs,  were  there,  and 
that  they  hissed  Mj.  HoraeToake;  Jae  said 

t 

he  is  persuaded  nobody  there  had  any  inten- 
tion against  the  govemmeni ;  he  s|^Ktke  of  tiis 

being  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  17f?5,  he 
came  in  at  the  general  election  in  1780;  he 
attended  many  meetings  for  the  reform  of  par- 

liament; he  saw  Mr.  Home  Tooke  ut  seteral; 
he  is  perfectly  clear  he  saw  him  at  the 
Thairhed  House  in  178'i,  a  short  time  after 
Mr.  T'llfs  first  motion  was  negatived ;  lie 
said  that  was  a  motion  to  go  into  a  committee^ 
the  second  motion  was  more  particular,  and 
his  third  motion,  in  the  year  I70d,  was,  to 
advance  a  million  stetling,  to  buy  up  tlie  bur^ 
fage  tenure  btiroughs;  he  said  tie  was  at  the 
'hatched  House  with  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Wyvill, 

and  the  duke  of  Richmond ;  he  is  positive  to 
hi^  being  ut  the  meeting  in  1785,  and  be 
thinks  he  was  there  in  1782  ;  he  said  the  ob- 

ject of  the  meeting  was,  a  recommendation  to 
the  people  to  meet  during  the  summer,  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing,  by  legal  means,  a 
parliamentary  reform ;  he  said  he  is  sur« 
Mr.  Tooke  was  present  at  the  meeting  io 
1785,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  then  lord  Surrey, 
was  in  the  chair;  that  Mr.  Wyvill  brought 
that  meeting  together;  he  said  that  Mr, 

Wyvill  was  a  warm  friend  of  Mr.  Pitt's  last 
plan ;  that  an  account  of  this  plan  was  writ- 

ten, for  the  meeting,  by  Mr.  Wyvill,  and  Mr. 
Wyvill  moved  for  a  specific  approbation  of 
that  plan ;  that  Mr,  Fox  objecled  to  it,  Mr. 
Tooke  was  for  it,  and  debated  for  it;  that  he 
has  never  been  in  habits  with  Mr.  Tookc  in 

Iirivate  life;  that  there  was  a  meeling  of  d^ 
egates  in  1780  and  1781. 
Mr.  Wyvill  said  he  was  at  the  meeting  m 

17H5  ;  that  it  was  called  chiefly  at  his  desire, 
with  a  view  to  obtain  a  resolution  approvine 
of  Mr.  Pill's  plan,  in  hopes  to  unite  the  friends 
of  parliamentary  reform,  that  they  n>ight 
make  am>ther  application  with  united  sup- 

port ;  he  hoped  for  greater  effect  from  united 
support,  than  from  disunited ;  he  said  Mr, 
Tooke  was  there ;  that  there  was  no  propo- 

sition to  thank  Mr,  Pitt,  the  proposition  vtas, 

to  declare  that  Mr.  Pitt's  proposed  reform 
would  be  a  substantial  improvement  of  the 
constitution ;  he  said  that  was  negatived ;  he 
said  Mr.  Tookc  spoke  in  favour  of  it,  and 
voted  in  favour  of  it;  he  believed  Mr.  Tooke 
was  present  at  the  Thatched  House,  in  1789; 
that  the  object  was,  to  endeavour  to  animate 
the  people  to  meet  in  respective  districts^  to 
petition  parli4mcnt  for  a  reform,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously;  he  said  that  the  reso> 
lutions  were  in  writing. 

Mr.  Macnamara  was  then  called  ;  he  said 
he  attended  the  Constitutional  Club  in  1788, 
which  is  a  club  that  was  instituted  by  the 
friends  of  lord  Hood,  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  election  for  the  city  of  Westminster;  they 
met  at  the  Thatched  House;  [that  it  was 
established  on  lord  Townshend  opposing  lord 
Hood's  re-election;  there  were  resolutions 
proposed  there  by  Mr.  Tookc,  which  were 

constitutional  and  Vo^'aX,  ̂ wOcv  -aa  Xi^iK.'asok.^i  ̂  

well* wisher  to  liit  \ixti^  ̂ xA  ̂ w^\tvTOft."«NwQ\ 

I 
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the  country ;  he  said  they  were  distinguished 
by  ft  uoiform,  a  blue  coat,  with  &n  orange 

coloured  cape,  the  battoD  had  ttpoD  it  *•*  king 
and  constitution;"  Mr,  Tooke  was  a  member 
of  the  club,  and  one  of  Uie  original  fuuiidcrs; 
Mr.  Rose  also  wore  the  unilorm,  Mr.  Pitt, 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  Mr,  Fielding,  and  a 
^eat  number  of  other  persons ;  that  frcnn  that 
tinie  he  got  into  habits  of  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  and  he  llunks  he  never  met  any  gen- 

tleman, in  a  public  or  private  chjfcracleri  who 
understood  tne  conslituiion  of  the  country 
better  than  Mr.  Touke;  he  believes  nu  man 
ever  existed  that  wished  better  to  the  consti- 

tution of  the  country,  in  K-ing^  Lords,  and 
Commons. 

Mr.  Macnamara  ^d  he  wont  abroad  in 
1789,  and  staid  till  the  middle  of  lasi  June; 
that  he  wiiji  at  i'aris  at  the  latter  end  of  Oc- 
tober,  or  the  begin tiin*  of  November,  1789 ; 
he  got  as  far  as  Tours*  and  returned  j  he  said 
that  for  ten  months  before  the  third  of  Au- 

gust, 17'J9,  he  was  at  Paris;  upon  the  third 
of  August  he  left  Paris,  and  went  to  Switzer- 

land, and  from  thence  into  Italy;  he  said  he  ,  fore  I  do  not  slate  it 
had  frc<^ lien t  opportunities  of  conversing  with 
Mr.  Tooke ;  that  he  never  received  so  much 
loformatiun  fruni  any  man,  nor  did  he  know 
any  one  more  loyal,  or  more  attached  to  the 
conslituiion,  but  that  yet  he  was  determined 
upon  a  reform  nf  parhament;  he  said  thM  the 
government  of  France  was  in  a  wretched  and 

deplorable  stale,  before  the  time  he  speaks  of; 
that  there  were  many  esiecu lions  shocking  to 
humanity ;  that  he  was  in  Paris  at  the  lallcr 

«lid  of  October,  and  the  beginning  of  No- 
vember, 1780,  and  the  brutalities  he  saw  were 

shocking  to  humanity. 
Mr,  Fielding  was  then  called;  he  said  he 

belonged  to  the  club  mentioned  by  the  last 

'witness,  being  counsel  for  lord  Hood ;  that 
be  wore  a  blue  coat,  with  an  orange  cape,  and 
be  aeveral  times  saw  the  prisoner  there,  and 
t^t  he  was  frequently  ot  parties,  which  he 
sttended  as  eoun^l;  he  remembers  Mr, 
Tooke  being  there  upon  the  fifth  of  Norem^ 
ber,  1788. 

Ijord  Frederick  Campbell  was  the  next 
witness  J  he  remembers  that  he  dined  at  Wil- 

ib'a,  upon  the  fifth  of  November,  1788,  and 
that  Jlr.  Tookc  moved  some  resolutions,  but 
be  cannot  recotkcl  the  import  of  them;  he 
tecollects  being  displeased,  because  they  were 
moved  without  his  knowledge,  and  he  spoke 
imlher  sharply  to  Mr.  Tooke ;  he  was  asked 
by  Mr,  Tooke,  whether  he,  Mr,  Tooke,  had 
not  answered  him  soflly,  he  said  be  docs  not 
remember  bis  answering  him  sof\ly ;  he  said 
lome  resoiutioQf^  came  from  the  Whig  Club^ 
mod  the  Revolution  Society, 

Lord  Camden  said  he  was  at  this  meeting; 
be  sat  near  lord  Frederick  Campljell;  a  letter 
came  from  the  Whig  Club;  he  recollects  Mr, 

Tooke's  proposing  some  resolutions,  and  he 
believes  they  were  unanimously  carried ;  he 

thinkn  lord  Frederick  Campbell  expressed 
tome  displeasure  alQOl  bebg  infoiTned  of  \km 
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resolutions  lie  fore  tiiey  were  moved ;  he  said 
he  thinks  Ihe  resolutions  were  eicpressive  of 
loyally  to  She  king;  he  is  pe rtiecl I y  certain 
that  nothing  was  said  against  the  king,  but 
the  turn  of  the  resolutir^n^  he  thought,  was 
very  re-spec  I  hd»  professing  altachment  to  the 
king ;  he  said  he  has  had  no  intercourse  with 
Mr.  Tooke  since  the  ytar  1788. 

Mr.  Bcaufoy  was  then  called ;  he  said  he 

was  at  a  meeting  at  Willis's,  of  the  Iriends  of lord  Hood ;  he  did  nut  wear  the  uniform,  but 
he  remembers  dminE^  there;  lord  Hood  was 
in  the  chair;  he  said  when  the  letter  came 

from  the  Whig  Club,  he,  the  witness,  Jid- 
dressed  the  meeting  on  the  subject  of  the 
revolution;  that  he  was  applied  to  by  the 
Ilcvolution  Society  to  move  for  a  bill  in  par- 

liament, for  a  solemn  celebration  of  the  anni- 
versary of  the  He  volution;  he  recollects  Mr, 

Tooke  communicated  some  resolutions  to 

him ;  he  said,  from  his  very  imperfect  recol- 
lection, they  might  be  such  as  were  read* 

This  gentleman  underwent  a  cross- exam iaxw 
tion,  but  nothing  arose  out  of  it,  and  tlie^re- 

Thomas  Symonds,-  a  student  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  said  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Society  for  two  or  three  years; 
he  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Tooke ;  he  has  seen 
him  at  his  own  house,  and  other  places ;  h^ 
sometimes  attended  the  meetings  of  the  so- 

ciety; that  their  object  was  a  reform  in  Iho 
House  of  Commons ;  be  said,  u  pon  an  average, 
fourteen  or  fifteen  persons  attended ;  that  the 
original  objecl;  was  never  departed  from,  and 
that  every  act  of  theirs,  taken  with  the  cir- 

cumstances, tended  to  that  sole  object;  he 
said  nothing  led  him  to  suspsct  any  cliange 
of  sentiment;  he  frequently  saw  the  prisoner 
there;  that  all  his  expressions  went  solely  to 
a  parliamentary  reform,  and  that  he  was 
strictly  in  favour  of  the  ancient  aristoctacj' ; 
he  said  that  the  society  had  tlie  same  object ; 
he  did  not  attend  during  the  convention  at 
Edinburgh,  on  account  of  his  ill  health ;  be 
said  ho  did  not  know  the  characters  of 

either  of  the  delegates,  and  did  not  know 
enough  of  them  to  wish  them  to  go, 
and  he  thought  it  might  be  mistaken  hy  tlie 
public;  he  sjud  he  had  no  reason  to  behevo 
that  any  thing  criminal  was  intended;  ho 
remembers  a  delegate,  coming  from  the  Loo* 
don  Corresponding  Society,  who  proposed  a 
convention;  he  thinks  he  was  in  Ihe  chair; 
the  object  was  to  propose  a  general  concur* 
rence,  to  obtain  a  parhamentarjr  reform ;  he 
said  if  there  had  been  any  idea  of  a  conspiracy 
to  subvert  the  government,  he  thinks  he 
must  have  known  it ;  he  had  no  suspicion  of 
any  such  thing,  nor  has  he  any  reason  now 
to  suspect  any  such  thing  was  meant ;  he  taid 
he  was  present  at  the  report  of  the  joint  coa* 
ferencc  on  the  elevenih  of  April;  it  waa 

resolved  by  the  committee^  ''^  Thai  it  apt 
ed  desirable  that  a  general  meeting,,  o 
veotion  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty^ 

called/*  but  th«  aociety  resolved  to 



the  word  *'  convention  ;"  there  was  some  de- 
bate &buut  the  vtord ;  tiiat  he  was  the  first  to 

ppposG  it,  because  it  mi^ht  misleiid  the  piibiic 
nmd  to  thiok  they  had  some  other  object  in 
▼i«w;  he  said  he  had  not  the  slightest  reason 
to  suspect  that  they  were  doini;  any  thin^ 
ivrong,  there  was  some  Uttle  discussion,  and 
It  WM  argued  that  there  was  no  material  dif- 
ferencct  at  last  it  was  agreed  that  that  word 
fthould  be  omitted ;  he  «aid  a  fair  represeU' 
tation  of  the  people,  in  their  sense,  did  not  go 
to  the  length  of  universal  suftVage ;  he  has 

iw'ly  timeb  heard  Mr.  Tooke  spesuc  with  re- Erobalion  of  universal  auflVage;  that  he  never 
card  any  proposition  or  debate  that  touched 

the  Itiug  or  the  hereditary  oilBce  of  the  Hoi^e 
of  Lords,  but  solely  towaitls  obtaining  parlia^ 
mentary  reform;  that  there  never  was  the 
aligbtest  idea  of  obtzuning  by  uncoDstitutional 

£fc IS,  or  force,  any  reform  in  parliament; 
be  never  heard  an  idea  of  arms ;  he  said  be 
never  heard  any  idea  of  putting  down  our 
liberties,  in  order  to  emulate  the  French;  he 

iuiowa  nothing  of  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
mmees;  he  said  that  he  had  frequent  conver- 

sations with  Mr.  Joyce,  he  always  found  his 
opinions  quite  moderate,  opposed  to  the  vio- 

lence that  was  in  other  people's  minds;  he 
said  tliat  Mr.  Sharpe  was  almost  constantly 
at  dinner  there ;  that  his  object  was  the  same 
as  theirs;  that  as  to  Mr.  Bonney,  lie  never 
knew  a  more  moderate,  quiet  man  in  his  life ; 
that  he  knew  Mr.  Pearson  but  shehtly;  that 
he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  had  any 
desigti  to  overturn  the  government ;  that  he 
»w  Mr.  Wardle  but  two  or  three  times;  that 
their  object  was  parUamentary  reform,  and 
tbat  they  pursued  that  object  up  to  the  ele- 
Tcnth  or  April,  1794,  and  if  there  had  been 
aay  thin|  criminal  he  must  have  known  it. 

He  saia^  upon  his  cross-examination,  that 
lie  was  chosen  a  member  of  this  society  in 
June,  1791  ;  that  be  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
Jo^ce;  that  he  never  bad  heard  of  Mr,  Joyce 
being  present  at  the  National  Convention 
when  the  address  was  presented ;  he  never 
heard  of  a  drawing  pointing  out  the  way  to 

Hell  by  Hanover;  be  said  he  did  not  know 
that  there  were  any  proceedings  of  the  Lon- 

don Corresponding  Society,  in  the  name  of 
Hardy,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke; 
that  he  never  saw  the  letter  which  was  sent  to 
Norwich  upon  the  sixteenth  of  A  pril ;  he  said 
if  they  had  proposed  to  set  aside  the  authority 
of  the  King,  and  the  Hou^e  of  Lords,  he 
would  not  nave  staid  in  the  society,  or  con- 

tented to  it ;  he  thiuks  he  was  iU  at  the  time 
of  the  address  of  the  London  Correspondina 
Society  to  the  Natioaal  Convention  ;  he  said 
lie  did  not  know  that  Hardy  had  written  to 
Mr.  Tooke,  or  that  Mr.  Tooke  corr'^cted  the 

eoQitimtion  of  the  London  C'orres[ -jBding  So- 
ciety, or  that  Margarot  had  written  to  him 

about  it ;  he  said  ttial  if  tlie  address  had  been 
aonfined  to  Fmnce,  he  thought  they  should 
have  used  stronger  language  than  they  would 
bave  done  respecting  Lngland;    be  say*  he 
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doet  not  recollect  any  letter  from  the  society 

in  which  there  were  these  expressions,  "  the 
vipers  Monarchy  and  Aristocracy  ;"  he  Hid  not 
know  that  the  words,  "  success"  and  '*  its  ef- 

forts*' were  in  the  prisoner's  band -wri tine;  be said  he  never  knew  tbat  Frost  had  saitl  that 

be  hoped  France  might  toon  felicitate  a  Na^ 
tiona.1  Convention  in  England;  that  he  never 

heard  of  the  president's  answer,  but  that  he 
should  have  thanked  Mr,  Frost  for  en  ecu  ting 
his  commisision ;  he  said  he  has  no  recollec- 

tion of  the  address  upon  the  sixth  of  August, 
and  he  knew  nothing  of  the  proof  copy  being 

sent  to  Mr»  Tooke,  and  nothmg  of  Skirving's 
letter ;  he  said  he  heard  of  the  meeting  at 
the  Globe  Tavern,  and  he  beard  of  a  meelmg« 
and  strong  rcijolutions,  but  he  wai  not  present 
on  the  seventeenth  of  January — that  meeting 
where  it  was  voted, "  That  law  ceases  to  be  an 
object  of  obedience  whenever  it  becomes  an 

instrument  of  oppression ;"  be  said  he  was 
not  present  upon  the  twenty-fourth  of  Jano- 
ary  ;  be  has  not  now  read  the^^e  resolutions 

of'the  London  Correspondine  Society ;  that  he 
did  not  know  of  Thelwail  beiiijj  paid  for 
printing  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  that 
address :  he  docs  not  remember  a  communi- 

cation with  the  Constitutional  Society  by  the 

LoodoD  Corresponding  Society  of  their  intcn* 
tion  to  meet  on  the  fourteenth  of  April ;  he 

cannot  say  that  he  knew  Thelwail  was  an  as- 
sociated member ;  he  knew  ofthe  printing  of 

Paine's  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas  and  he  knew  of 
thanks  being  given  to  Joel  Barlow. 

Colonel  Money  was  then  called,  but  his  cvi^ 
dence  was  ofa  nature  which  has  no  application 
to  the  present  ca^e,  and  I  was  of  opinion  it 
could  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Maxwell  said  he  knows  Mr.  Tooke ; 
that  he  has  known  him  ever  since  the  year 
1793;  he  frequently  visited  him,  generafly 

on  a  Sunday  ;  he  said  that  Mr.  Tooke  disap- 
rvcd  of  imiversal  suflragc ;  Mr.  Tooke  said, 

thought  it  would  be  a  good  plun  that  they 
should  itand  for  close  boroughs  and  then  pe^ 
tition,  in  order  to  expose  the  manner  in  which 
those  elections  were  mude,  and  to  force  par* 
liament  to  agree  to  a  reform  ;  he  said  he 
nevtr  heard  Mr.  Tooke  say  any  thins:  hos- 

tile to  the  crown*  or  the  hered>iary  office  of 

the  peers ;  be  remembers  one  gentleman,  a  Mr. 
Walker  of  Manchester,  saying  he  would  be 
ready  to  stand  forward  *s  a  candiate  tor  one 
of  tfiosc  borough*,  in  order  to  bring  on  the 
question  ;  his  account  of  liimself  i«,  that  he 
chiefly  resides  in  Linlithgow,  in  Scotland,  but 
is  in  town  every  year ;  he  said  h«r  was  not  ac- 
mjaint«d  with  Mr.Touke  till  Ibe  latter  end  of 

tneyear  1 7^2 
Mr.  May  said,  he  hm  known  Mr.  Tooke 

belter  than  twuyear*;  that  they  have  often 
beenfor ' '  ̂  '  >  M-atcaehothcr'!fhottses»;lhcy 
have  ot'.  ery  l.ccly ;  that  he  tried  to 
get  at  M.  -  --  redl  stntiraent>  ;  h^  found* 
him  a  well  wisher  to  the  kiug,  and  the  aristo- 

cracy :  and  that  the  onlychaiige  he  wished,  was- 
in  the  Ho  ti2e  of  Commous.     lie  aaid^  tha  haM* 

S  A 
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coDversation  he  had  with  him,  was  a  short 
fame  before  he  was  taken  up ;  that,  when  he 
had  drank  a  good  deal  of  wine,  and  when  he 
was  sober  his  principles  were  the  same ;  that 

he  reprobated  Paine's  principle;  and  said 
this  counter  was  not  fit  tor  a  republic ;  and  he 
told  tlie  witness,  he  had  refiisea  being  a  dale- 
gate  to  the  Scotch  Conyention. 

Captain  Harwood,  who  has  a  troop  in  the 
ninth  regiment  of  dragoons,  said,  be  has 
known  the  prisoner  most  intimately;  that 
^s  uncle  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Tooke,  about 
six  years  ago ;  who  also  has  a  great  iriend- 
ahip  for  Mr.  Tooke ,  he  said  that  thev  con* 
tinually  conversed  upon  political  suq)ects; 
|hat  Mr.  Home  Tooke  had  the  bkhest  vene- 

'  ntion  for  the  government,  in  ̂ nfc  Lordsi, 
and  Commons;  but  he  said,  that  the  floose  of 
Commons  wanted  reform :  that  the  borough- 
mongers  oueht  to  be  made  ashamed  of  them- 
lelfes;  thatUievshouldgetthisreformby  them- 
tehres,  that  is,  bv  the  Commons ;  he  said  he 
made  a  propcMal  to  his  friends,  to  stand  for 
TOtten  boroughs ;  he  himself  proposed  to  be 
one;  Mr.  M^alker  proposed  to  be  one,  and  Mr. 
Maxwell,  and  others  were  alsopropostBd. 
Upon  his  crosfr-eiamination,  he  said,  Mr. 

Tooke  was  steady  in  those  principles ;  he  said, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutionai  So- 

ciety; that  he  was  present  upon  the  SSrd  of 
March  1799 ;  he  remembers  the  twelve  mem- 

bers from  Sheffield  being  associated  with  the 
fOiAfitutional  society;  he  said,  he  cannot  re- 

collect what  the  answer  was,  that  the  friends  of 
the  people  sent  to  this  society ;  that  twelve  per- 

sons from  Norwich,  were  also  associated  with 
their  society ;  he  said,  he  has  heard  of  the  ad- 

dress to  the  Jacobins :  he  does  not  know  tite 
contents  of  that  address ;  he  said  that  Paine  and 
Barlow  were  honorary  members ;  that  the  so- 
detv  approved  of  part  of  their  works ;  he  knows 
notnineof  the  puolishing  of  them ;  he  did  not 
Imow  that  Mr.  Hardy  had  consulted  with  Mr. 
Tooke,  on  the  address  of  the  London  Corres- 

ponding society,  to  the  National  Convention 
of  France;  he  said  he  was  not  in  London  in 
the  month  of  November;  he  remembers  a 
letter  from  Norwich;  it  was  voted,  that  Mr. 
Frost  should  send  an  answer  to  it,  aAerwards 
it  was  referred  to  the  witness  to  give  an  an- 

swer to  it;  he  forgot  to  answer  it;  lie  handed 
the  letter  to  Mr.  Vauzhan,  and  desired  him 
to  get  it  answered ;  when  he  came  to  the  so- 

ciety ;  he  found  that  an  answer  had  been  pre- 
pared by  somebody,  and  that  an  answer  was 

sent.  He  said,  he  remembers  the  thanks  being 
Toted  to  Frost ;  he  said,  he  never  saw,  or 
heard  the  contents  of  the  papers,  stating 
the  form  in  which  Frost  presented  that 
address  to  the  National  Convention  of  France 

or  the  president's  answer;  he  remembers  it 
vss  said,  that  the  Norwich  letter  was  a  fool- 

ish one.  He  said,  he  never  visited  the  socie- 
ties at  Norwich;  but  he  knew  individual 

msmbers  of  those  societies;  he  said,  he  did 
aol  know  of  the  letter,  at  the  time  he 
m^Mt  Narwicb;  tbat  he  bad  not  been  iu 
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London  for  twelve  months^  and  be  neter  sair 
the  asaociatgd  members,  finsm  Norwich  tad 
Sheffield  attend. 

Mr.  Rous  was  thencalled :— he  8iud»  heb 

a  member  of  the  society  (rf*  the  Friends  of  the People;  heremembersalettereomingfiomthe 
London  Corresponding  Society^  toacniBg  join- 

ing in  the  ConventioiL  that  they  were  alnat 
to  call,  in  the  spring  of  1704 ;  that  there  was  0 
pretty  full  meeting  of  the  Frienda  of  the  poo* 
pie  on  that  occasion;  that  the  qaestion  of 
acceding  to  the  prop(Hutk>n,  was  debotad^ 
and  the  proposal  was  rejected ;  thp  reaeOn  for 

obi'ecting  to  that  measure  was,  thi^  o  bad  use miditbejQadeofit. 
The  bishop  of  Gloucester  was  then  eiBed  s 

—he  said,  he  has  known  thepiisoner  for  foi^ 
years ;  that  they  were  for  many  yeais  Oo* 
quainted,  and  not  slighlSy,  but  very  confiden- 
tudly,  and  very  intimately ;  tint  their  ac- 

I  quamtance  beeanintbe  year  1764  in  the  Uni- 
versity atCambridgeij  in  Saint  John's  coUtte^ 

where  they  took  their  bachelor's  degree  ;  be 
was  asked  about  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  dc«ee  of 
master  of  arts,  which  does  not  prope^  be- 

long to  this  case ;  he  remembers  anopposi* 
tion.  the  ground  of  which  he  dkl  not  state  veij 
disnnctly,  but  understood  that  oppositkHi  to 
have  originated  from  some  letters  whidi  ap- 

peared in  the  public  papers ;  that  lord  MonI* 
tbrttook  an  active  partmtt:  that  there  was  ft 

strict  inquiry  into  Mr.  Tooke's  conduct,  and 
there  was  nothmg  to  Mr.  Tooke's  prqjwice 
arose  from  that  inquiij:  he  thoughtat  that  time, 
that  there  was  nothmg  that  ought  to  prevent 
Mr.  Tooke  having  his  degree,  and  he  vbted 
for  his  having  his  deeree*  He  said,  he  never 
knew  him  vary  in  his  political  sentiments; 
that  he  never  had  reason  to  collect,  that  Mr. 
Tooke  had  anv  aversion  to  any  of  the  estab- 

lishments in  this  country ;  that  he  is  inclined 
to  think  him  a  very  studious  man — more  so 
than  many  men ;  that  he  believed  he  might 
have  assisted  Mr.  Tooke  with  books,  upon 
grammatical  subjects,  from  the  Bodleian  li- 
brarv ;  he  said,  he  knew  that  Mr.  Tooke  was 
much  employed,  in  his  attention  to  gramma- 

tical pursuits :  and  never  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  was  engaged  in  any  thing  that 

was  seditious,  and  hoped  he  was  not. 
Gentlemen,  the  evidence  closed  with  pro- 

ducing the  record  of  the  acquittal  of  Thomas 
Hardy,  who  was  indicted  with  the  prisoner ; 
it  was  proper  that  that  aquittal  should  be  in 
evidence  before  you,  in  order  that  it  might 
serve  as  an  answer  to  any  partof  theevid^ce 
that  was  to  reach  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  through 
the  medium  of  first  proving  Hardy  to  be  a 

party  in  the  conspiracy ;  a  man  acquitted  can- 
not be  taken  to  be  a  party  in  the  conspiracy 

and  consequently  Mr.  Home  Tooke  cannot^ 
by  that  evidence,  be  affected  to  be  a  party  in 
this  conspiracy. 

Now,  eentlemen,  having  gone  through  the 
whole  ofthe  evidence,  the  case  is  ripe  &  yow 
Judsment  I  am  sure  I  ought  to  tfa 
m  ue  name  of  the  public  for  the 
\  \ 
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And  attention  with  which  you  have  listened  to 
this  long  detuil  of  evidence  ;  as  also,  with 
which  you  have  at  great  personal  inconveni- 

ence, conducted  yourselves  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  trial.  You  have  now  a  very  se- 
StOUS  dut^'  imposed  upon  you;  but,  after  tlic 
pajnsyou  have  taken  to  make  yourselves  mas- 

ters of  the  case,  it  is  a  duly  which  you  will 
discharge  with  satisfaction  to  your  own  con- 

sciences, and  consequently  with  satisfaction  to 
jrour  counlrj'. 

Gentlemen,  I  stated  to  a  former  jury,  that  I 
thought  tt  was  inii>o5siMe  that  there  could  be 
any  entanglement,  in  this  case,  upon  any 
|K>intof  law ;  I  apprehend  that  it  is  impossible 
(though  much  was  said  upon  the  law,  in  this, 
BB  in  the  former  case)'-that  it  is  quite  impos- 

sible, U^iat  any  practical  iuference  can  arise, 
from  the  discussion,  material  to  this  case ;  for 
it  was  not  denied,  and  ic  was  impossible  that 
it  ccwild  be  denied,  that  a  jury  ought  to  And, 
that  he  who  means  to  depose  the  king ;  com- 
yaytw  and  imagines  the  death  of  the  king ; 
It  M^  in  truth,  a  presumption  of  fact  arising 
fiom  the  circumstance  ot  intending  to  depose, 
90  undeniable,  and  so  conclusive,  that  the 
law  has  adopted  it,  and  made  it  a  presump- 

tion of  law;  and  it  IS  in  that  manner,  that 
the  Uw  has  pronounced,  that  he  who  means 
to  depose  the  king,  has  compassed  and  ima- 

gined the  death  of  tlie  king.  All  the  writers 
state  the  law  to  be  so ;  every  one  of  those, 
whose  names  have  been  mentioned,  and 
whose  general  docthaes  were  also  quoted, 
concludes  with  saying,  that  as  to  the  case  of  a 

to  depose  the  king,  that  that  is  a 
vert  act  of  compassmg  the  death  of 

the  king. 

In  Mr  John  Friend's  case,  which  was  quoted 
to  you,  my  lord  Holt  did  expressly  state  it  so. 
In  the  case  of  my  lord  Russell,  the  overt  act 
waa  of  a  difierent  nature,  and  more  capable  of 
explanation ;  therefore  it  was  there  pro- 

perly stated  to  be  evidence  upon  which  the 
jury  might  exercise  a  judgment,  and  in  which 
\y  poftsmiliiy,  they  might  say  that  the  man 
who  had  attacked  the  king's  guards  might  nut 
mean  to  compass  the  king's  death;  but  it 
might  be  in  some  a&ay,  or  some  way  or 
other,  which  might  take  off  the  force  of  that 
evidence. 

ilenttemen  I  shall  therefore  give  you  no 
''    '  ^-uble  upon  that  head ;  I  speak  in 

!^  of  my  lord  chief  baron,  and  my 
vno  when  I  stated  the  law  before, 
the  law  as  I  stated  it  I  stated  it 

•^•en  understood  for  centuries ;  and 
1,  tbat  in  a  ca.«e  in  which  no  reason- 

  can  doubt  but  that  he  who  means  to 

!  ̂ ^thc  king  means  to  destroy  him ;  and 
I  'I  liis  destruction  is  necessarily  connected 

with  his  deposition  ;  God  forbid,  I  say,  that  a 
jury  sbould  doubt  that  he  who  mean«  to  de> 
pose  the  king,  compasses  and  imagines  the 
death  of  the  king ;  I  will  therefore  trouble  vou 
no  ftirther  upon  that  head  ;  the  case  before 
ir^tt  »f  in  tniib^  a  case  offset;  but  /br  the 

sake  of  others,  and  for  the  8ak«  of  a  nume- 
rous bar  attending  here,  and  that  it  may  not 

be  understood,  that  the  court  did  agree  to 
some  things  which  were  laid  down,  uiid  parti- 

cularly to  a  proposition  laid  down  in  a  very 
atlmirablc  speech  yesterday,  I  must  take  no- 

tice, that  I  cannot  agrecto  the  distinction  that 
was  taken,  between  the  case  of  a  crime  de- 

pending upon  the  common  law,  where  it  was 
supposed  the  judges  were  to  declare  the  Jaw, 
as  it  was  composed  of  the  precedents  declared 
by  the  judges,  and  the  case  of  a  crime  declared 
by  act  ofoarliament  as  if  in  the  case  of  a  crime 
declared  ny  act  of  parliament  thejurisdlction 
of  the  court  was  concluded  ;  I  take  it  to  be,  for 
the  6rst  time, so  stated;  I  take  it  that  there  is 
nothing  so  clear,  as  that,  let  the  proposition  in 
an  act  of  parhament  be  what  it  may,  more  or 

less  djslincl,it  is  alwaysaqucstionfd'law,  what is  the  meaning  and  the  true  import  of  that  act 
of  parliament,  and  whether  any  case  of  fact 
that  can  be  stated,  is  a  case  that  comes  within 
the  meaning  of  that  act  of  pailiament,  or  no ; 
— so  it  h4S  been  constantly  slated,  in  all  my 
experience,  and  such  is  the  theory  of  the  law, 
in  my  apprehension.  In  this  place  where  I 
now  sit,  and  in  the  course  of  an  experience  of 
thirty  years  and  more,  hundreds  and  hundreds 
of  times  it  has  been  the  subject  of  solemn  de- 

bate, whether  the  case  stated  in  evidence  did, 
or  not,  fall  within  the  law ;  no  distinction  can 
be  taken  iu  this  case,  because  it  happens, 
that  the  description  of  the  offence,  in  the  sla- 
tute  of  Edward  the  third,  is  comprised  in  two 
or  three  words;  the  law  may  be  clearer  upon 
that  account ;  but  the  rule  of  cynsiruciion 
with  reference  to  the  question,  whether  it 
should  be  taken  to  be  the  construction  of  law, 
a  mere  matter  of  fact,  is  exactly  the  same;  till 
this  day,  no  man  ever  doubled,  that  in  a  case 
of  treason  for  levying  war,  what  is  a  levying 
war,  is  a  question  ot  law ;  or  for  adhering  to 
the  kiog^s  enemies,  what  will  amount  to  ad- 

hering to  the  king's  enemies,  is  a  question  of 
law. In  a  case  of  levying  war,  which  all  the 
gentlemen  at  the  bar  will  remember,  when  I 
mention  it — the  case  of  Dammaree  and  Pur- 

chase ;  there  was  a  special  verdict,  in  which 
the  direct  question  was,  whether  the  fact  that 
was  state<l  did,  or  did  not  amount  to  a  levy- 

ing of  war;  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  judges  upon  it ;  but  the  nidjority 
were  of  opinion^  that  the  fact  amounted  to 
levying  war;  and  the  prisoner  liad judgment, 
as  in  a  case  of  high  treason.  I  have  said 
thus  much,  that  error  may  not  get  abroad  ;  it 
was  observed  at  the  bar,  that  this  is  an  age  of 
innovation  ;  it  is  necessary  we  should  keep  to 
our  principles,  and  Ihat  we  should  rally  round 
the  law ;  and  therefore,  any  departure  from 
the  piinciples  of  law  ought  to  be  taken  no* 
lice  of.  At  the  same  time  that  1  observe 
upon  this  part,  in  which  I  Ukc  iU  the  law 
was  not  correctly  stated,  I  have  great  pleasure 

in  doing  justice  to  the  Q\3t>t^  V^^"^  '^^  ̂ "^^ 

speech,  wbic\i  I  ̂«m^  ̂ '^.^^  ̂   mv^Xi^^RasoM. 
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«s  I  e«er  heard  any  speech  io  m  life.* never  heard  a 'speech  that  was,  in  all  tesfiectSy 
fitter  to  be  offered  to  a  jury,  by  a  couoeR  as- 

signed for  the  prisoner,  in  a  case  of  high  Irear 

flon,  .where  very  much  depends  upon'  the counsel  keeping  themselves  very  strictly 
.^within  the  line  of  their  duty,  giving  the  Court 
and  the  jury  efifective  assistance,  m  the  d^ 
xussion  of  the  law,  and  in  the  examination 
.of  the  fact;  and  in  all  those  discriminations, 
More  especially  in  a  complicated  case  of  evi- 
.denee,  which  their  learning  and  abilities 
"would  enable  them  to  make.    The 
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4he  4:a8e  in  every  possible  light,  in  which  u 
can  he  put  for  a  prisoner,  is  not  only  the  right 
^f  the  prisoner,  but  is  essentially  useful  to  the 
i|^blic justice  of  the  country;  as  it  enables 
-those,  who  are  to  decide,  to  see  where  the 
truth  of  the  case  lies.  Having  said  this,  for 
the  sake  of  others,  and  you  will  excuse  me, 
■Centlemen,  for  having  for  a  moment,  departed 
Irom  the 4Uiestion  before  you;  I  now  return 
to  it. 

Gentlemen,  the  ̂ ase  for  vour  considera- 
.tion,  is  a  case  of  fact ;  and  a  ereat  satis- 
laction  it  is  to  me,  that  if,  under  tne  pressure 
iof  the  fatigtie  which  I  have  undergone,  any 
^reat  omissions  may  happen  to  be  made  by 
me,  the  attention  that  you  have  shown  to 
the  evidence,  will  enable  you  to  supply  those 
defects.  The  mass  of  this  evidence  is  quite 
jiew  to  you,  except  so  fin-  as  you  may  have 
-read  it,  throush  the  imperfect  medium  of  ac- 

counts, which  newspapers  may  have  given 
you  of  it;  it  is,  to  us,  the  second  laborious  in- 

vestigation ;  perhaps  that  ought  to  enable  us 
the  belter  to  assist  the  jury ;  but  I  am  not 
.quite .sure  that  it  may  have  that  effect;  the 
nilnd  is  sometimes  overborne  by  the  pressure 
of  such  a  c|uanltly  of  materials ;  and  perhaps 

^  the  repetition  of  it  may  rather  contribute  to 
l>urden  it  still  more.  I  am  afraid  that  is  my 
case ;  I  shall,  however,  give  you  the  best  as- 
aistance  I  am  able. 

Gentlemen,  there  could  be  but  two  general 
wiews  of  the  evidence.  First,  as  it  applies  to 
the  proof  of  a  general  project,  to  establish  a 
fiational  convention,  which  should  usurp  the 
powers  of  government ;  the  second,  and  a  to- 

tally distinct  question,  is,  how  far  the  evidence 
mpplics,  to  fi%  upon  the  prisoner  a  concurrence 
and  a  participation  in  tnat  design ;  from  the 
cour&e  the  evidence  has  taken,  1  think  these 
two  distinct  propositions  will  resolve  tbem- 
aelves  into  one ;  and  that  the  question  will 
be,  whether  this  prisoner  ban  been  concerned, 
and  has  participated  in  a  plan  to  establish  a 
national  conveatiun,  which  should  usurp  the 
fkowers  of  t»ie  government ;  if  he  has  done 
80,  he  has  been  concerned  in  a  plan  to  depose 
the  king ;  iut  the  moment  the  powers  of  the 
government  are  usurped,  the  king  is  deposed: 
and  it  is  difficult  to  draw  the  line,  and 
to    say,   that,    if  thev  are    usurped  for  a 

.  fartieular  purpose,  and  to  a  particuUur  ex- 
4eiH,  4hBt  the  Idog   should   cot  be    said, 
ia  tkMt  ca$e,  to  oe  deposed ;  the  ki&%\y 

authority  l»  |;one.  m  that  instiiie^-iiBA'to the  extent  to  which  such*  ustfrpsMi-  Wftj 
reach;  and  all  the  nilaehteft,  all  the  liBf », 

to  the  person  of  the  kins,' will  fottoir:'%o- 
cause  the  king  is  bound  ta^suppeft  Ms  go> 
vemroent,  he  m  bound  to  restram  tfaat^Mor- 
pation,  even  at  all  the  .hamsk  wIlteli-Mr, 
Attorney  General  alluded  to  yostaiday;  -so 
that  any  plan  forany  bodyof  nm  tosako 
upon  themselves  the  power  of  the  -govsni- 
ment  of  the  country,  to  aasame  or  to 
supersede  the  legislative  aotboiity  of  the 
country,  seems  neeessartly  to  isvotme  in 
it  that  deposing  of  the  Uns  of  which 
I  have  been  speakiog.  Atlaeks  upon  the 
executive  government  are  of  a  fmy  ̂ ^H- 
ferent  nature;  they  are  a  resistatioe le-the 
laws,  but  not  overtumine*  the  faiwa;.  ftr 
unless  they  succeed  to  the  extent  of  de- 

stroying the  laws  themselves,  the  Jews  will 
have  energy  enough  to  defend  themselves; 
and  to  bring  the  authors,  if  any  videacO  is 
offered  to  them,  to  punishment  ;^  but  if  the 
laws  themselves  are  gone,  for  one  inoaMQt, 
the  whole  government  is  gone— the  kiiufy 
authority  is  gone— and  every  thing  tfatt  oo- 

longs to  the  government  is  gone. 
Gentlemen,  in  point  of  fact, «  project  for  a 

national  convention,  and  the  existence  of  tiie 
actors  in  that  project,  are  cleariy  made  out. 
It  is  very  certain  that  there  were  persona  who 
had  an  intention  of  holding  a  convontion; 
and  upon  the  evidence,  I  think,  it  cannot  well 
be  denied  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  that  he  was 
a  participator  in  it,  though  not  present  at  the 
meeting  of  a  joint  committee,  or  a  coonnitee 
of  co-operation,  in  which  the  plan  was  dis- 

cussed—I think  it  can  hardly  be  denied,  that 
Mr.  Home  Tooke  was  a  party  participating  in 
the  plan  of  a  national  convention ;  but  the 
question  that  is  material  for  him  to  dispute, 
and  which  is  material  for  you  to  consider, 
is,  for  what  purpose  was  that  conventioo  to 
be  held.  In  this  question,  the  intent  makes 
a  part  of  the  description  of  the  overt  act  of  the cnmc:  and  the  intent  here  is  a  mere  matter  of 

fact.  Th^e  intent  is  often  connected  with  the 
fact  of  the  charge  in  such  a  way  that  it  n  not  a 
part  of  the  crime.  A  man  who  does  me  a 
certain  injurv,  must  make  me  satisfaction  for 
it,  because  he  has  done  it;  and  he  cannot 
shelter  himself  under  any  intent  that  he  had 
which  he  may  insist  upon  was  innocent ;  so, 
where  he  has  committed  that  fact  which  the 
law  has  qualified  with  crime,  the  intent,  though 
formally  alleged,  is  considered  as  a  necessaiy 
incident  to  the  fact,  and  is  not  a  matter  for 
inquiry ;  but  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  it  is  a 
necessarv  ingredient  in  the  foct,  a  part  of  the 
foct,  ana  lo  be  proved  just  as  much  as  any 
other  part  of  the  fact ;  and  it  is  in  tnith  to 
thb  point  of  the  intentbn,  with  which  this 
convention  was  to  be  held,  that  the  whols 
series  of  the  transactions  in  ̂  

plies. 

There  is  in  the  evidence  a  chain  nf  < 

\ 
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ioUDt;  Mid  this  could  not  be  justly  compared 
to  cumulative  treasons,  making  up  some  one 
trtaaioD,  that  is  not  the  nature  of  ifie  evidence, 
oor  tlMapplicatiuD  of  the  evidence;  therefore, 
}|  ift  tulsUJjr  uohke  the  case  of  lord  Strafford— 
it  is  totally  unlike  every  case  in  which  any 
«uch  itka  of  cumulative  treason  was  ever 
talked  of  or  discussed.  There  is  no  one  of 

these  acts,  with  an  exception  perhaps  of  one, 
that  Mr.  Attorney  General  thought  it  right 
to  state  as  a  distinct  overt  act  of  treason ;  but 
otiierwise  no  one  of  these  acts  can  be  con^i- 
dertd  as  treason  in  itself,  nor  forty  of  them 
as  making  up  any  trcaLsoii  from  their  accu- 

mulation ;  but  they  are  to  l^  considered  as 
evidence  of  an  intent;  when  the  question  is, 

what  a  man's  intent  is,  it  is  to  be  proved  ijy  a 
thousand  circumstauces — it  may  be  proved 
by  a  single  fact,  or  may  be  proved  by  a  chain 
«f  circumstances  that  are  distinct,  and  as 
much  dispersed  through  «  vulumioous  body 
tii  e^idenoe,  as  they  are  in  this  case,  though 
«  complicated  evideuce  of  this  nature  does  not 
very  often  occur. 

Gentlemen,  the  intent  avowed  by  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  this  project  of  a  convention, 

IS  a  reform  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
inent,  and  that  tntenl  is  innocent ;  but  the 
prosecutors  undertake  lo  show  you  that  this 
is  not  tlie  true  intent;  they  say  that  the 
words  ought  not  to  be  so  understood ;  they 
remark  that  there  is  an  equivoke  in  the  words 
which  these  persons  use;  that  the  words 
parliamentary  reform  are  used— radical  reform 
u  used — full  representation  of  the  people  in 
fiarliantent  is  u>cd— full  and  free  rcpreseula- 
tjon  of  the  people  in  general,  without  saying 
ID  parliament,  is  used ;  all  of  which,  tbcy 
aay,  are  words  that  have  in  them  an  equivoke, 
They  sidmit  that  when  men  are  speaking  of 
the  constUution  uf  England,  as  in  a  Kmg, 
Lords,  and  Cummons,  you  would  understand 
lhcs«  words  without  any  equivoke  in  thera, 
as  applied  lo  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
jneDt;  tliiit  you  would,  in  favour  of  innocence, 
in  a  case  where  a  party  is  accused  of  a  crime 
in  respect  of  un  intent  that  has  relation  to 
that  subject^lhat  you  would  undt- rslund  the 
words  in  that  sense  which  was  most  lavour- 
abk  for  the  prisoner,  and  therefore  conslruc 
them  to  mean  a  representation  in  the  Com- 
jnons  House  of  Farlidmcnt,  unless  yuu  found 
yourselves  uhliged  to  cuiicUide  that  they 
import  a  diHcrcnt  thing;  and  therefore, 
for  tljc  prosecution,  they  direct  you  to 
the  context  of  the»e  wonbt  where  they 
say  you  will  find  the  Ime  iulerprelation  of  the 
words,  as  well  ah  the  true  intent  of  this  mea- 

sure of  holding  this  National  Convention. 
Now,  gentlemen,  I  shall  say  lo  you,  as  I 

did  upon  the  fortMcr  occasion,  thai  this  inter- 
pretalion  ol  words,  thi%  intent  of  the  parly 
accused,  ought  not  to  be  left  to  be  made  out 
by  nice  and  verbal  criiicisoi.  I  say,  as  I  did 
last  night,  respectiug  the  Southwaik  declara^ 
tioo,  where  the  words  art  "  representative 

govenim«nt,**  thai  f  eprtMiauUf  i  goycrnmcnt, 

in  the  strict  sense,  does  not  accord  with  the 
idea  of  a  Eovernmeut  by  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  but  that  people  may  express  them- 
ii^clvcs  not  with  grammatical  correctness,  and 
that  they  may  mean  the  very  things  they 
ought  to  mean,  though  they  use  the  worJa 

"  representative  govcrnmcnl;"  and  that, 
therefore,  you  are  to  look  further.  When 
you  tound^  in  that  same  declaration,  the  words 

*♦  equal  and  active  citizenship,"  you  might 
then  begin  to  doubt  what  the  parties  meant 
hy  these  words — ^"  a  representative  Mvem- 
ment."  Therefore,  you  will  consider  tjic 
words  which  these  men  have  used,  with  their 
context ;  and  you  will  look  at  the  conduct  of 
the  parties  who  use  the  words; — for  the  con- 

duct of  the  parties  will  best  explain  and  fix 

the  meaning  of  any  thing  which  is  equivocal 
in  the  language  they  use.  Now,  tor  that 
conduct,  we  are  referred  to  the  written  trans* 
actions  of  two  voluntary  societies  in  London, 
corresponding  with  other  societies  in  England, 
Scotland,  ana  France,  in  which  I  inducfe  the 
British  Convention,  as  held  in  Scotland. 
The  Society  for  Constitutional  loformallon 

was  the  elder  society  iu  point  of  establish- 
ment ;  major  Cartwnght  staled,  that  its  ob- 

ject was,  to  obtain  a  parliamentary  reform, 
but  not  upon  any  ftited  determinate  plaii» 
The  London  Corresponding  society  was  iusti- 
tutf^d  earljf  in  theyear  1792.  professedly  fortbe 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform, 

and  that  upon  the  duke  of  Richmond's  plan» 
I  think  the  evidence  is  so;  and,  though  a 
great  deal  of  violence  very  soon  folio  wed, 
which  xnight  have  led  one  to  question  the 
truth  of  their  original  principles,  yet  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  taken  that  that  society  was  iiv> 
stituted  upon  those  principles;  unless  one 
could  have  distinctly  seen,  in  the  evidence, 
to  the  very  bottom  of  the  foundation  of  that 
society,  and  seen  that  it  was  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  acting  under  a  secret  induence  and 
direction  to  some  other  end,  using  a  reform 
of  parhamenl  as  colour  only.  1  think  there 
was  some  attempt  to  make  this  out,  and  fix 
the  agency  upon  the  prisoner  at  the  bar: 
they  went  some  little  way  towards  proving  it, 

for  they  gave  evidence  of  Mr,  Home  Tooke*B 
haud*wri\ing  being  found  iu  the  paper  pur- 

porting lo  be  the  original  constitution  of  the 
society ;  and  they  proved  a  considerable  de- 

cree of  intercourse  between  those  who  were 
leading  members  of  the  society  and  Mr. 
llorne  Tooke,  and  that  they  looked  up  lo 
him.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that  they 
did  not  go  far  enough  to  maintain  that  pro- 

position, fur  it  is  a  strong  proposition  ttiat  a 
man  should  keep  himself,  behind  the  curtain, 
connected  with  such  a  society  as  this  was,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  all  their  most  active  and 
violent  measures  under  his  direction;  that 

they  should  set  up  a  pretence  of  a  reform  of 
[larliamcnt,  meaning  all  the  while  to  execute 

a  purpose  of  a  very  different  kind,  and  do  all 
this  under  oae  TO4X\'%  ̂ wtKXvitv — >2wcb  S&  -*. 

thing  vbu.^  i>  tk<>\  V>  V^JftN2kfc^^^>  ts\N»>^ 

I 

I 
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found  by  a  jury^  without  yery  clear  prcwf ;  it 
h  not  to  be  believed  by  you  upon  probabili- 

ties ;  in  the  common  concerns  of  life 
men  iire  obliged  to  act  upon  probabilities, 
Ijut  that  i3  not  the  case  with  a  jury ;  I 

lolgbt  a<]d  that  even  in  the  common  under- 
Muidlng  between  luan  and  man,  one  ought 
not  to  believe  such  a  thing,  wiiboul  its  beiog 
more  distinctly  proved  than  it  has  been  proved 
in  this  case. 
Gentlemen,  this  Conslilutional  Society 

■ppears  to  me  to  be  a  mere  club;  wiib 
respect  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
cerlainly  that  h  of  a  very  different  nature;  it 
is  indeed  when  you  contemplate  it  so  com- 
poiedj  as  to  be  spreading  itself  every  hour 
from  division  to  division,  and  each  division 

Producing  its  sub-divisions^ those  sub-divisions 
fccoming  divisions,  and  so  on  ad  infinUum^ 
correspond iri£  with,  embracing  and  affiliating, 
•9  it  is  called,  a  great  nurohct  of  other  socie^ 
|le«  in  the  country,  many  of  them  constituted 
upon  the  same  plan ;  it  b  indeed  a  pijliticai 
monster,  and  most  portentous,  su^h  a  one,  as 
in  point  of  histor^  we  know  that  at  this 
moment  the  National  Convention  in  France 

have  been  obliged  to  suppress;  bocause, 
though  they  probably  raised  themselves  to 
the  government  by  it,  they  found  the  govern- 
xnent  could  not  subsist  with  it ;  it  is  of  that 

soiure  which  does  certainly  present  a  very 
alarming  aspect  to  all  those  who  have  a 

te^rd  to  the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  tran> 
quill ily  of  the  country,  for  it  is  calculated  lo 
Erodnce  the  most  powerful  combination  that 

think  the  worm  ever  saw.  If  you  could 
•uppose  bad  designs  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
which  in  this  place  when  I  am  not  speaking 
of  the  evidence  of  their  designs,  I  shall  doc 
suppose,  the  wit  or  the  malice  uf  man  could 
not  devise  an  in^lmment  of  more  power  to 
eiccute  them,  and  if  you  call  to  your  recollec- 
tion  the  advice  that  was  given  in  a  letter  from 
the  editor  of  the  Patrio^  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  these  societies  might  be  ©attended,  and 
converts  made  by  able  men  from  the  different 
Boeieties  traversing  the  country,  and  inJusing 
their  opinions  into  the  minda  of  every  one  in 
the  coimtry  who  could  be  j^revailed  upon  by 
any  art,  by  the  most  indu&triotia  management 
lo  listen  to  them,  one  can  easily  conceive 

what  opinions  mi^hl  he  infused,  and  what 
consequences  might  follow:  probably  many 
members  of  these  societies  may  hear  what  I 
am  now  saying,  and  I  would  willingly  hope 
that  honest  men  would  sec  the  danger  of 
countenancing  a  .society  of  this  ciiraordiDary 
nature;  and  not  abandoning  their  principles, 
thai  Ihey  will  be  content  to  communicate  their 
principles  where  they  wish  to  have  them 
communicated  throug^h  some  channel  less 
dinger ous  to  the  liappiness  of  mankind. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  observed  lijat  the  pro- 
secutors thought  they  could  trace  th«  origin 

oi  this  society  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and 
5  have  observed  what  in  my  O[)inion  was  the 
true  effect  of  the  evidtDce  with  respect  to 

that  The  project  of  a  national  convention 
to  be  held  here  is  suggeated  in  a  letter  from 
the  Stockport  Society  to  the  London  Corres- 

ponding Society  upon  the  47 th  of  SepleiiH 
W,  I79f,  and  I  do  not  find  it  diatmctly 
marked  in  any  paper  of  an  earlier  date,  Mr, 
attorney  general  thought  be  saw  it  in  the 
address  oAhe  sixth  of  August,  ITdS,  and  he 
stated  to  you  his  reasons;  when  that  paper 
was  read,  I  stated  to  you  what  occurred  to  me 
upon  it,  and  I  will  not  repeat  it>  There  had 
been  in  London  meetmgs  of  delegates  for 
promoting  a  reform  in  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament  about  the  years  l7ao  and  1781- 
Mr,  Sheridan,  who  gave  evidence  upoD  thi» 
subject,  called  them  a  convention,  and  d^ 
scribed  them  in  terma  that  were  apt  and 
proper  to  give  you  an  impression  that  thev 
were  a  convention  of  tlie  people,  and  he  did, 

in  guarded  languagie,  state  that  these  dele- 
gates, and  tliat  convention,  were  to  act  upott 

the  legislature  by^not  force,  but,  by  impress- 
injg  that  awe  and  respect,  which  large  bodies 
or  men,  promulgaiing  their  «ipinionA  upon 
public  questions,  might  naturally  be  supposed 
to  create  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  cotor 
posed  the  Houses  of  Parliament;  whether 
the  convention  proposed  by  the  Stockport 
Society,  was  of  the  nature  of  that  convention 
mentioned  by  this  gentleman,  you  will  Judge, 

Gentlemen,  there  had  been,  we  all  know,  a 
national  convention  in  France^  which  had 

taken  possession  of  the  government,  and  had 
overturned  the  government ;  there  had'  been 
public  demonstration  of  the  interest  which 
many  in  this  country  took  in  tlie  downfal  of 

the  I'rench  government.  The  principles  upon 
which  that  change  in  the  government  of 
France  was  to  be  supported  had  been  indus* 
triously  circulated  through  these  voluntary  so- 

cieties. Mr.  Paine's  first  and  second  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  which  had  been  approved  of 
by  a  vulc  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  I  think 
of  the  eighteenth  of  May,  1793,  and  his  letter 

to  Mr.  Duiidas,  and  Mr'  Joel  Barlow's  works^ were  published  about  the  same  time  :  at  the 
same  period  eager  invectives  against  the  exe- 

cutive government,  as  well  as  against  the 
constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  were 
dispersed  amon£  the  people.  The  nature  of 

Mr,  Paine's  works,  and  of  Mr.  Barlow's  works 
you  are  now  perfectly  apprized  of,  they  were 
works  some  of  them  originally  calculated  for 
the  meridian  of  France,  and  to  support  the 
revolution  that  had  taken  nlace  there,  others 

of  them  applying  distinctly  to  this  country 

and  attacking' the  monarchy  of  the  country and  the  hereditary  dignitiea  of  the  countnf ; 
and,  in  short,  proposing  the  models  of  the 
republics  of  America,  and  of  France,  as  proper 
objects  for  our  imitation,  and  as  the  pit)^ 
measure  of  a  revolution  to  lake  place  here; 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  disguising  that  that 
is  the  true  import  of  ttiose  works,  Thef 

were  pubhshed  anxiously,  and  dlspcsr&ed  in* 
du&lfiQustv  by  the^  societies,  in  coi 

deuce  with  other  sociotieS|  without  an 
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itbal  might  in  any  manner  teod  to  put  the 
^people  upon  their  guard  with  respect  to  those 

Is  which  were  unfit  to  be  adopted ;  one  of 
ShefHeld  people  said  that  he  look  upon 

^liimseJf  to  approve  some  parts^  and  to 
feject  others  ;  he  conceived  Paine  himself 

'  '  not  understand  some  parts  of  his  w«jrks. 
; is  it  fit,  or  ought  it  to  be  endured  in  a 

lated  government,  that  the  books 
general  principles  subversive  of 
of  that  government,  should,  with- 

lesst  antidote  to  the  poison,  be  dis* 
[perecd  all  over  the  country  to  poison  the 
[liiinds  of  every  man  into  whose  hands  they 
•hould  fdll,  and  that  they  should  be  put  thus 

tdufitriously  into  the  hands  of  every  man 
would  receive  them  ?  what  must  be  the 

msequeiice,  but  that  the  minds  of  those 
anoM  must  be  intirely  alienated  from  the 
mstitution  and  government  of  this  country, 

bnd  that  they  must  be  prepared  for  a  revolu- 
'tion,  or  for  any  crisis  that  the  violence  of 
liriolent  men  might  bring  forward,  and  that 
rlhc  country  must  necessarily  be  involved  in 
iicivil  commoiionfi,  and  in  all  those  horrors 
that  belong  to  such  a  situation  of  things,  such 
las  have  been  but  loo  much  exemplined  in  a 

'  fsetghhouriug  nation  ? Now  then,  in  this  stale  of  things  which  had 
I'becn  prepared   by  these  societies  by  their 
uhlications— by  their  unqualified  approbation 
»f  these  new  opmionS|  and  by  the  encourage- 
inent  which  they  gave  to  the  propacition  of 
fthem.     First  ot  all  an  address  to  the  Jacobins 
^it  transmitted    through    Mr.  Home  Tooke, 

)m   the   Constitutional  Society,  in   which 
[there  is  one  very  exceptionable  passage— and 

length,  in  October,  1792,  an  address  to  the 
rational  Convention  is  proposed  by  the  Lon- 

hdon  Corresponding  Society  to  the  Constilu- 
[tiotial  Society,  after  a  private  comraunication, 

»tb    by   Margarot,  and   by  Hardy,  to  Mn 
^Bomc  Tooke,  upon  the  question  of  the  expe- 

"  mcy  of  that  measure;   there  is  no  direct »ce  that  Mr.  Home  Tooke  saw  either  of 
persons,  or  answered  their  letters ;  their 

filers  are  found  in  his  possession,  but  there 
[was  not  any  answer  of  his  found,  therefore 
l|iow  far  Mr.  Home  Tooke  interfered  in  this 
fttieasure  you  must  infer  from  tlie  circumstance 

"ihcif  letters  being  found  in  the  possession Mr,  Home   Tooke.     The    two  societies 
^fnnllv  nvolvi- rr»  address  this  National  Con- 

I  ly,  a  measure  in  itself  of  a 
niplexion.    It  has  been  argued 

be  rjuiic  lawful  to  present  addresses  to  such 
body  in  time  of  peace.     I  am  not  prepared 
•ay  that  tlie  interference  of  a  large  body  of 
subjects  of  this  country  in  affairs  which 

;l  the  government  of  another  country, 
which  arc  interests  con6ded  by  the  con- 

ituft        '    '      counlry  to  the  king,  is  a  thing 
c]  «  nt,  or  that  I  ought  to  pass  it 
uiiii..,.v. ..,  ifom  whence  it  might  be  con- 
led  that  I  agree  that  it  would  be  lawful, 

r«n  in  lime  of  peace.    I  state  it  as  a  thing 

'  •  very  doubtful  complexioQ-^but  the  pro- 

secutor insists  that  whatever  may  be  the 
complexion  of  that  act,  considered  in  that 
view  only,  m  which  respect,  whether  it  be 
perfectly  mnocent,  or  whether  it  is  any  precise 

otl'ence,  is  a  consideration  quite  foreign  lo  the 
present  enquiry;  they  say,  however  that  may 
be,  that  they  object  to  these  addresses,  and 
use  ihcm  as  evidence  against  the  prisoner, 
inasmuch  as  they  have  an  aspect  towards  this 
counlry,  and  that  the  change  of  the  govcro- 
ment  in  that  country  is  used,  by  the  promr>' 
ters  of  these  addresses,  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  change  of  the  government  at  home. 

Gentlemen,  here  again  I  do  not  wish  to 
examine  the  language  of  these  addresses  too 
rigorously;  but  what  are  we  to  say  to  Mr. 
Frost's  exposition  and  comment  upon  those 
addresses?  he  has  thought  fit  publicly  to 
declare,  with  those  addresses  in  his  hand, 
that  revolutions  will  now  be  easy,  and  thai 
it  would  not  be  extraordinary  if,  in  a  short 
time,  addresses  were  to  come  from  France  lo 
a  national  convention  in  England.  Now  is  it 
possible  to  explain  away  those  eapressioosr 
they  might  be  said  to  be  very  indiscreet,  and 
not  warranted  by  the  instructions,  but  that 
explanation  is  excluded  tn  this  case,  because 
you  find  that  Frost,  and  his  associate,  transmit 
their  papers,  includinethe  very  form  in  which 
they  presented  this  aodress,  together  with  the 
answer  of  the  president  of  the  National  Con- 

vention, to  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
Information,  and  it  appears  in  the  evidence 
that  they  received  an  unqualified  approbation 
from  the  Constitutional  Society,  The  prcsi* 
dent's  answer  was  in  the  same  style,  but  I 
confess  I  lay  no  great  stress  upon  that,  it  not 
being  the  act  of  the  society,  or  of  any  one 
person  authorized  by  the  society. 

Gentlemen,  the  measures  which  had  been 
taken,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  iJOU  ;  the 
countenance  to  Mr.  Painc's  works,  the  circula- 

tion of  them ;  the  countenance  to  Mr,  Joel  Bar-, 
low^s  works^and  the  circtdation  of  them ;  thg 
address  of  the  sixth  of  ̂ \ugust,and  the  corres- 

pondences loaded  with  invective,  upon  every 
orderof  the  go vernmen  I ;  all  these  inflammatory 
things  paved  the  way  for  a  national  convention 
in  England,  but  they  had  no  direct  reference 
lo  it,  and  it  seemed  lo  me,  therefore,  that  the 
national  convention,  named  by  the  Sloekpori 
Society,  might  be  understood  lo  mean  a  con- 

vention for  a  parliamentary  reform,  for  at 
that  time  there  was  nothing  decisive  to  mark 
that  it  should  be  receivc^l  m  a  different  sense. 
Much  occurs  in  the  evidence  to  lead  one  to 
doubt,  whether  this  was  really  meant,  for  it 
appears  in  the  correspondence,  that  some  of 
the  societies  entertained  republican  principles, 
iomc  were  for  reforms  upon  the  prmciples  of 
the  Rights  of  Man,  which  are  hardly  lo  be 
reconciled  with  the  idea  of  that  parliomeniary 
reform  which  is  to  be  pursued  with  real  attach- 

ment to  the  constitution  of  tlic  country,  in 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons;  but,  however, 
though  there  might  be  room  to  suspect, 
perhaps  it  would  be  loo  much  for  you  lo  veu- 
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ture  to  pronounce  upon  tbis  evidence^  thai 
thfs  tiatiofial  convention  mentioned  by  the 

Stockport  Socieljf  was  to  be  undcrsiootl  m  a 
Datlonal  convention,  which  was  absolutely 

Id  usurp  Ihe  government;  but  tlie  question 
which  %%  malerl&t,  is,  can  the  n&tionaicon' 
mention,  which  w&s  to  be  congratulsited  from 
France,  be  a  convetUion  for  the  reform  of  the 
Commons'  House  of  Pat lianicnl  ?  la  it  ooasi- 
ble»  by  any  explanation,  to  uodierslano  that 
pmtional  conveiuioa  in  any  other  light,  than 
m  national  convention  of  the  same  nutnre 
irith  the  National  ronvenlion  in  France, 
tvhich  they  were  at  that  moment  felicitating  ? 

GentlemeQ,  if  the  previous  measure »  had 
an  efi«€t  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  national 
convention,  on  the  plan  of  the  NaUonal  Con- 

vention in  France,  look  a|  the  succeeding 
ones,  and  those  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
in  pafticut&r.  The  introduction  to  the  pubhc 
notice  of  the  argument  of  Saint  Andr^  and 
Bariire,  on  the  subject  of  the  inviolability 
of  the  king,  and  of  the  naiufe  of  a  national 
convention  upon  French  priucipks,  seems  to 

have  no  pos&ibk  relation  to  a  national  con- 
vention tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  parha- 

xnentary  reform ;  and  whether  they  can  have 
Any  possible  object  but  to  beat  down  one  of  the 

ipari[]&  of  the  s^ety  of  the  king  and  to  recon- 
jciie  men's  minds  to  the  use  of  that  instrument, 
that  national  convention  which  was  to  destroy 

him  and  the  government,  is  for  your  consi- 
d(^ration  upon  that  piece  of  evidence. 

It  was  observed  by  Mr,  Tooke,  that  dther 
persons  who  had  published  the  Moniteurs^  in 
which  these  speeches  were,  were  not  prose^ 
ctUed ;  no;  and  when  these  papers  passed  in 
the  general  mass  of  newspaper  intelligence, 
however  it  were  to  be  wished^  perhaps,  that 
such  doctrines  mi^hi  not  find  their  way  into 
this  country,  havmg  no  immediate  relation 
to  our  government,  and  having  relation  to 
another  government,  there  seems  to  be  no 
w^  of  fixing  crime  upon  such  a  publication; 
hal  when  the  public  attention  is  called  to 
them  by  a  society  who  had  gone  the  lengiih 
to  present  those  addresses  to  the  National 
Convention  of  Frarjce;  and  when  he  who 

presented  those  addresses  hod  staled  that  re* 
voUitions  would  become  easy,  and  that  it  was 
probable  that  the  country  might  be  fcHci* 
la  led  upon  a  National  Conveniiun  here  by 
French  addresses;  the  question  is,  whether 
the  oflTering  these  napers  to  the  public  nolite, 
m  that  manner,  has  nut  a  different  com> 
plcxion,  and  whether  it  does  not  furnish  an 

urgument  of  an  intent,  that  men's  mtnda 
should  be  prepared  for  a  National  Convention, 
which  should  not  respect  the  inviolabdity  of 

the  king'y  person. 
Gcntfemen^  a  British  Convention  in  Scot- 

land was  set  on  foot  early  in  the  year  ir93 ; 
I  am  not  able  to  buce  in  the  evidence  any 
^nneiion  with  the  Conitiiuiional  Society, 
till  afler  that  convention  lad  met,  and  had 
|»een  in  some  de^ee  organised,  and  tifJ  (after 
tw&  mijouftimcaUi)  il  had  met  again*     J  a 

November  it  wa»  joined  by  a  delegate  from 
the  Constitutional  Society,  together  with  dele- 

gates from  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, and  other  societies  in  England ;  it  ap- 
pears, howe*<ir,  in  the  evidence^  that  these 

delegates  from  London,  in  fact,  at  that  time, 
put  thai  Scotch  Convention  in  u^otiun  ;  that 
IS  the  account  given  by  Margaret  When 
they  went  down,  the  convention  was  ad« 
journcd»  but  they  found  no  great  diiBculty  in 
prevailing  that  the  comrention  should  be  re- 

called, and  accordingly,  at  his  request,  it  was 
recalled. 

Gentlemen,  you  heard  a  good  deal  of  evi* 
dence  respecting  that  convention ;  consider 
then,  seriousJy,  what  that  convention  assum- 

ed to  be ;  consider  the  solemnities,  and  the 
forms  of  it,  the  manner  «f  its  proceeding,  the 
close  imitation  of  the  manner  of  the  National 
Convention  in  France;  and  though  they 
were  originally  deahng  with  small  subjects, 
dealing  with  them  with  those  forms  which 
would  enable  them  to  deal  with  larger  sub- 

jects J  their  treasurers  employed  themi^elvea 
in  separating  bad  shiUings  from  the  sum  of 
four  pounds  live  shillings  and  eight  pence; 
with  the  countenance  of  the  people,  the  aame 
treasurers  might  have  managed  the  whole 
revenue  of  Scotland,  Skirving  vahtes  him- 

self upon  having  organized  this  meeting,  and 
put  til  em  into  a  condition  to  act*  To  be  lure, 
when  you  look  at  them,  they  are  so  com- 

pletely organizei),  that  it  is  eitremcly  diffi- 
cult lo  apprehend  that  it  was  pr^^sihle  thai 

their  object  could  be  an  applica^ljyn  to  the 
House  ol  Commons,  or  to  Parliami^nt,  upun 
the  mere  subject  of  parliamentary  refi^rm ; 
independent  of  their  particular  conduct  upon 
that  subject,  however,  they  held  a  particular 
conduct,  for  you  6nd  that  they  move  for  m 
committee  to  prepare  a  dec kra lion  of  the 
unalienable,  impresrnptiblc  rights  of  m^a^ 
which  is  the  form  in  which  the  National  Con* 

I  vention  in  France  began  all  these  operations ; 

^  and  when  the  scroll  of  a  pt<tiiion  to  the  House 
of  Commons  was  presented,  they  put  a  nega- 

tive upwn  it,  by  the  order  of  the  diiy,  upon 

I  which  I  before  observed, 
I  Now«  whether  all  thi^  form  had  really  no 
bollom,  and  was  only  a  piece  of  sojemn 
mummery,  meaning  nolhmg  al  last,  but  thM 

I  they  had  a  mind  to  join  in  a  petition  to  par- 
I  liament;  or  whether  this  sinicuiar  machine 
I  was  so  framtKl,  and  so  conducted,  as  to  enable 
them  to  feci  the  pulse  of  the  people,  and  lo 
take  up  larger  pretensions  or  nut,  as  that 
fuliiC  *ihould  beat,  is  for  your  con»iJeration. 

said,  upon  a  former  occasion,  that  when  wr 

conlemplale  this  conventioh  held    at  Editn- 
burgh,  in  a  part  of  the  country  wtiere  there 
are  a  great  nnmberof  pet^ple given  to  feadinz* 
and  to  thinking  and  who  turn  iheir  minis 
very  mut  h  to  politicsJ  subject*  i   and  if  «• 
were  to  suppose,  that  a  fuvourahle  in 
sion  was  made  ot  this  convent  ion,  in 

quefi£c  of  these  local  circumstancei 
temper  and  natiiTe  of  th«  people,  hn 



might  havf  happened,  thnt  the  couolenancc 
of  the  people  of  ScotJand  might  have  given 
au  effect  10  Ihew   furms,  and  cn&hled  the 
Scotch  CotiveutioQ  to  as*urne  a.  tone  of  rcai 
KuLbortty,  appears  lo  me  to  be  a  momentous 
quCJ<tiorit  and  was  a  question  of  a  very  dan- 
..^r..riK  iMu  r^rtiiifity^  at  iHc  time  when  llmt 

as  sittitjg,  and  hi  the  moment  in 
.Illy,   most    fortunately    for   the 

peace  of  the  country,  it  w;is  dispersed;  for 
di&perded    it  was.      In  consequence  of  that, 
there  were  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Justi- 
cWy  of  Scotland,  and  some  of  the  parties  who 
vere  concerned  in  the  measure  of  the  Scotch 

Convention,  were  punished  with  great  seve- 
rity ;  the  cun^quence  of  that  was,  that  their 

csuse  was  taken  up  here,  and  great  indigna- 
tion was  expressed  in  these  societies,  on  that 

occasion  :    there  appear   lo  have  been  great 
p^na  taken  to  irritate  the  public  mind  upon 
tlie  subject  of  these  proceedings;  and  it  does 
appear  to  me  to  he  a  circumstance  worthy  of 
coo^ideration,  that  he  these  grievances  really 
at  the  bottom,  more  or  less,  of  which  it  is  not 
for  me  here  lo  say  one  word,  there  seem  to 
have  been  pains  taken  to  aggravate  tilings 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  ordmary  remedy,  and 
pftiticularlv  far  beyond  the  reach  of  any  re- 

medy which  a  national  convention,  sitting 
for  the  rttorm  of  parliament^  could  possibly 
produce. 

In  that  famous  address  of  the  twentieth  of 

January,  from  the  Globe  tavern,  you  see  Ihey 
go  to  the  length  of  stating,  that  there  is  no 
redress  to  be  had  from  the  law>,  for  they  are 
the  laws  of  their  plunderers,  enemies,  and 
oppressors;  that  Ihey  cannot  have  grapes 
from  thorn*,  nor  figs  from  thistles,  but  that 
they  must  resort  to  some  new  and  extraordi- 

nary remedy  ;  what  can  that  be  ?  they  follow 
it  with  a  declaration,  that  they  must  have  a 
fall!,  free,  and  fair  representation  of  the  peo- 

ple; now  cun  that  be  through  the  medium  of 
a  contention,  or  can  it  be  m  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament,  for  that  would  be  ac- 

cording to  the  laws,  which  laws  they  renounce 
the  protection  of,  and  say  they  will  have  no- 

thing more  to  do  with  them,  but  they  will 
have  resort  tu  themselves. 

In  this  stale  of  things,  a  convention  is  pro- 
posed here,  and  resolved  on  by  the^e  two  so* 

cieties,  in  which  this  prisoner  is  certainly  im- 
plicated, and  measures  are  taken  to  carry 

that  convention  into  effect.  Now,  gentlemen, 
if  Ibis  convention  was  a  convention  on  the 

plan  of  the  convention  in  France  to  take  the 
government  of  the  covintry  upon  them,  any 
one  measure  taken  to  bring  forward  that  con- 
TeatJon,  would  clearly  be  an  overt-act  of  high 

treason  in  compassing  the  king*s  death.  The 
measure  that  is  charged  is  the  meeting  in  a 
coroniiltce  of  correspondence  and  co-opera- 

tion, and  the  consultmg  together  to  brine  it 

about,  is  another  overt-act  that  is  charged  of 
this  species  of  high  treason.  To  conspire  tu 
hold  such  convention  for  such  a  purpose, 
\,  in  lit)  be  to  conspire  to  depose  the  king ;  and 

\UL.  XXV. 

every  act  done,  tending  to  cany  that  conspi- 
racy into  execution,  wiU  be  an  overt-act  of 

this  treason,  of  compassing  and  imagining  the 
death  of  the  king. 

But  now,  gentlemen,  comes  the  great  quei- 
for  your  consideration,  was  it  a  convention  of 

this  nature:^  Judging  upon  the  whole  conteit 
of  these  transactions,  one  can  hardly  believe, 
even  though  there  is  evidence  of  it,  that  a 
pariiamentary  reform  in  the  House  of  Com- 

mons, was  the  object ;  one  must  sus])ect  that 
more  was  intended ;  but  the  question  is,  what 
more  was  intended,  and  what  was  tlie  precise 
object,  for  you  must  see  that  it  is  not  enough 
that  suspicions  arise  in  your  minds  as  to  the 
objects  which  these  persons  had  in  their 
minds,  that  you  incline  to  think  that  they 
must  have  meant  more  than  ihey  professetl, 
respecting  parliamcniary  reform ;  tliat  their 
measures  were  not  at  all  proportionetJ  to  this 
end,  therefore,  arguing  with  them  upon  the 
supposition  that  they  acted  consistently,  that 
thev  must  have  meant  that  which  is  imputed 
to  them  ;  such  grotmds  as  these  warrant  sus- 

picion, but,  undoubtedly,  do  not  constitute 
proof,  and  therefore  you  must  distinctly  see, 
that  they  had  more  in  view,  and  that  thej 
had  this  particular  object  in  view,  to  hold 
convention  lor  the  purpose  of  usurping 
powers  of  government. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  they  sajfij 
that  Ihey  ought  to  be  taken  upon  this  cvi 
dence,  to  have  called  this  convention  for  th4 
purpose  of  usurping  the  powers  of  the  govei 
ment,  because  thev  have  proclaimed  to 
world  that  their  object  was  to  have  such 
convention,  and  to  put  this  country  upon 
fooling  of  a  neighbouring  country,  m  whici 
there  is  such  a  convention  which  has  usurpcd^^ 
the  powers  of  the  government;  and  they  sayv 
for  the  prosecution,  that  after  that  declaration  < 
coupled  as  it  is  with  all  that  conduct  lending 
to  prepare  the  way  for  overthrowing  monarchj^^ 
and   aristocracy,  and  all   the  orders   of 
state,  they  have  a  right  to  insist  that  it  is  not 
enough  for  those  persons  who  are  charged^ 

with  nigh  treason  to  insist,  and  to  bring  wit-' 
nesses  to  say,  that  that  was  not  their  inten- 

tion, but  that  their  intention  fell  far  short  oti 
iti  for  that  they  ought  lo  be  tried  by  theifj 
conduct,  rather  than  by  their  professions,  anc 
that  their  conduct  marks  thai  this  was  tha^ 
obiect:  their  conduct  in  respect  of  their  genc^j 
rul  publications-  their  conduct  in  respect  off 
the    National    Convention  of  France — lheir< 
conduct  in  respect  of  the  Scotch  Conventiongj 
leaving  out  all  the  smaller  intermediate  parts 
of  the  evidence,  from  whence  a  great  deal  oi 
matter  might  be  picked  out,  some  of  it  afford^ 
ing  grounos  of  suspicion,  some  going  a  great 
way  ocyond  suspicion,  and  tairly  aETording 
ground  to  collect  this  intent 

Gentlemen,  this  is  the  strong  part  of 

f>rosecutor's  case,  and  here,  I  think,  he  must 
eave  his  case,  for  1  do  not  see  myself  that  he 

has  carried  it  any  farther  thai\  V^i  v.^<i^  ̂ Nsax 
the  conduct  itS,  tV\«^  v>^v^V*^  \va&  \.^«a.  ̂ ^ 3  B 



7991        85  GEORGE  m. 
conduct  of  determined  republicaxis ;  that  they 
hanre  taken  aU  occasions  to  countenance  the 
idea  of  a  lerolutioa  here,  to  be  efiected  by  a 
national  convention,  which  was  to  be  the 
form  of  goTemment  to  be  established  in  the 
place  of  the  existing  sovemment  of  the  coun- 

try ;  and  that  they  bad  irritated  the  public 
mmd  by  eveiy  artifice  that  they  could  pos- 

sibly use,  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  such  a 
crisis,  and  to  make  such  a  use  of  the  national 
convention  whenever  that  national  conven- 

tion should  in  fact  be  formed. 
And,  gentlemen,  it  is  certainly  true,  that  if 

you  look  at  this  case  in  the  exterior  of  it,  and 
upon  the  outline  which  I  have  stated,  there 
is  great  ground  to  impute  this  to  those  so- 

cieties ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  for  this  pri- 
soner, in  particular,  to  take  himself  out  of 

that  implication.  And  it  undoubtedly  is  true, 
that  the  conduct  which  these  societies  care- 

fully observed  was  a  conduct  that  must  ne- 
cessarily create  great  alarm  in  the  country ; 

that  it  must  have  called  upon  the  government 
of  the  country  to  be  very  vigilant,  and  to 
take  very  active  measures;  that  it  does  jus- 

tify the  putting  the  persons  accused  into  that 
situation  in  which  they  now  stand— calling 
upon  them  to  explain  to  a  Jury,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  honour,  and  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  men,  a  conduct  liable  to 
so  many  just  exceptions.  But  that  this  con- 

duct may  yet  be  explained,  and  that,  when 
the  Question  is  with  the  Jury,  whether  that 
whioi  all  mankind  might  be  justified  in  sus- 

pecting, docs  really  turn  out  to  be  sufficiently 
rounded  in  fact,  and  to  be  so  distinctly  proved 
as  to  warrant  a  Jury,  who  are  bound  to  ac* 
<|uit  if  there  remains  any  doubt  upon  the  case, 
in  finding  a  verdict  of  guilty,  is  quite  another 
consideration. 

Gentlemen,  I  consider  every  thing  beyond 
the  outline  I  have  stated— which  outline  I 

ooneffder  as  the  prosecutor's  evidence — I  sa;^, 
I  consider  every  thing  beyond  that,  as  evi- 

dence on  the  part  of  the  person  accused.  This 
inquinr  has  let  us  into  a  great  deal  of  the  inte- 

rior of  these  societies,  and  it  has  produced  a 
discovery  I  cannot  say  much  to  the  honour  of 
their  leaders— that  they  have  magnified  their 
numbers  and  their  strength,  for  a  purpose 
which  every  man  must  see,  very  much  beyond 
the  truth.  The  Sheffield  Society  was  repre- 

sented as  consisting  of  two  thousand  mem- 
bers a  great  while  ago,  and  to  be  eveiy  hour 

Dcreasmg ;  there  were  ten  thousand  assem- 
bled upon  the  Castle  Hill,  whidi  passed  for 

the  society.  The  evidence  in  the  cause  with 
respect  to  the  Constitutional  Society  shows, 
that  they  vaunted  to  their  correspondents  of 
publishing  a  hundred  thousand  copies,  when 
perhaps  they  did  not  publish  five  thousand  .^ — 
There  was  an  ostentatious  display  of  force,  of 
strength,  and  of  consequence,  which  they 
really  had  not,  with  a  view  to  mislead  the 
pubhc  But,  however  that  may  be,  yet  the 
me  sUte  of  these  societies,  and  of  the  Con- 
^HMhoal  Societj  in  particulary  will  ceitunAy 

Trud^Jokmmrn^Tooke  (710 
have  a  material  effect  upon  the  qneHioB  of 
ftct,  whether^  at  the  time  diis  Nattonal  Gott. 
ventk>n  was  propoied,  they  really  hid  it  in 
their  minds  to  use  it  to  usurp  the  govequanit 
of  the  country;  because  it  is  n  Tfirj  f  nsriiilii! 
thing  to  eoquircy  when  a  neat  cod  b  pio* 
Ksed,  what  are  the  means  By  winch  it  is  to 

effected.    It  appears  upon  the  evidenes^ 
that  the  Constitutional  Society  had  netw 
numbers,  money,  nor  even  aenu,  •'■'■^wiBng;  %^ 
the  evidence.  Sinclair  compiainiBd  very  ibw|| 
that  he  was  abandoned  when  he  was  m  Scot- 

land :  veiy  often  their  committees  wmdd  not 
and  did  not  meet    I  am  not  spealdng  st  nr^ 
sent  of  Mr.  Home  Took^  the  prisoner,  per- 

sonally, but  that  seemed  to  be  ̂   geneitf 
conduct  of  the  society ;  they  seem  to  hare 
had  no  resources  such  as  men  naturally  for« 
nish  themselves  with  who  engage  in  despe» 
rate  enterprises.    From  all  the  esaminationf 
we  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  direct  con- 

spiracy, pointed  to  this  object^  by  individuals 
who  can  be  named ;   nay,  the  contrary  is 
proved,  as  for  as  (he  evidence  goes :  th^  say 
that  this  man,  and  that  man,  and  the  other 
man,  and  every  man  that  they  had  any  loiow- 
ledge  of,  were  not  involved  m  any  such  con- 

spiracy—they had  no  idea  of  enlerinc  into 
any  such  conspiracy ;  and  there  certainly  is  a 
difficulty  upon  this  evidence  in  that  reaneei, 
admitting  that  the  general  outline  I  nave 
stated  would  warrant  very  strict  condosions ; 
yet  upon  whom  to  fix  this  conspiracy,  seems 
to  remain  a  thing  of  difficulty.    Thm  cer- 

tainly is  some  evidence  against  many  persons, 
and  against  the  prisoner  now  at  the  bar ;  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  in  his  opening,  even  treated 
him  as  the  principal ;  and  as  if  there  were 
other  persons  who  were  put  forward  to  go 
through  the  dangers  of  the  business,  but  that 
he  was  the  director  of  all. 

There  were  certainly  many  things  to  be 
explained  by  the  prisoner,  which  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  take  notice  of  hereafter,  but  I  am 
now  observing  how  far  the  proof  may  be  sup- 

posed to  go.  There  is  more  consultation 
proved  between  the  prisoner  and  Margarot 
and  Hardy,  than  between  him  and  any  other 
persons;  but  with  regard  to  Hardy,  he  is  so- 
auitted,  which  is  of  course  an  answer  to  all 
le  evidence  that  implicates  him.  One  may 

say,  in  general,  that  this  evidence  ̂ oes  to 
involve  all  those  who  concurred  m  this 
resolution,  and  who  had  before  assented  ts 
those  previous  transactions  which  manifest 
what  the  intent  of  this  resolution  was;  it  is 
no  answer  to  this  to  object  that  this  would 
involve  great  numbers;  when  there  is  a  re- 

bellion, every  man  in  it  is  involved,  if  it  osB- 
sists  of  a  hundred  thousand;  if  there  b  a 
levying  war,  as  in  the  case  of  Dammaree  and 
Purchase,  every  man- acting  in  it  b  undoi^ 
edly  criminal,  and  ecually  criminal  with  tfas 

leaders,  but  m  all  these  cases  the  *  * are  selected  for  example.  It  does  not 
any  objactbn  to  the  conspiracy,  that  it  1 

i  uxiSM\anata}3  embraced  in  it  a  giratt  M 
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of  people ;  but  it  is  certwnlv  tnic,  that  the 
greater  llie  extent  of  the  ch&rge,  the  more 
cvefully  you  will  weigh  it,  and  the  more 
willingly  you  will  attend  to  every  possible 
expUnatiOD  that  may  lead  you  to  douot  whe- 

ther the  charge  is  founded  to  the  extent  in 
which  it  is  laid. 

Gentlemen,  Mr,  Honie  Tooke  went  into  a 
Ycry  elective  cross-examination  :  and  he  also 
examined  witnesses  on  his  behalf.  I  think 

he  did  well,  in  so  doing;  for  I  myself  cannot 
t)ut  think  that  this  v/dLS  a  charge,  which  it 
became  Mr.  Home  Tooke  to  treat  most  se- 

riously, and  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  an- 
swer to  it  that  evidence  could  furnish,  lie 

has  examined  a  great  number  of  witnesses ; 
and  I  shall  state  the  effect  of  their  evidence 

more  distinctly  by  compressing  it,  than  by 
enlarging  my  observations  upon  pariicular 
witnesses^  He  has  established  that  his  prin- 

ciples, as  far  as  can  be  collected  from  all  these 
witnesses,  who  have  spoken  to  them,  and 
who  had  great  opportunities  of  knowing  them, 
were  directly  opposite  to  republican  princi- 

ples ;  that  he  was  firmly  attached  to  the  mo- 
narchy of  the  country,  and  firmly  attached  to 

the  constitution  of  it,  in  a  Kin^,  Lords,  and 
Commons — only  cjuarrelting  with  the  Com- 

mons House  in  its  present  state,  and  quar- 
relling with  it  from  his  attachment,  in  a  great 

measure,  to  the  king,  and  to  the  other  House 
of  Parliament.  He  was  of  opiniati,  that  the 
true  balj*nce  of  the  constitution  consisted  lu 

ibe  king  having  his  prerogative  upon  high 
ground;  the  hereditary  nobility,  having  their 
balance  in  the  state  ;  the  Commons  being  a 

|mre  and  perfect  representation  of  the  people ; 
and  he  has  given  you  demonstration,  by 
public  acts  of  his,  in  the  year  1780,  in  the 
year  ir«3,  in  the  year  1785,  in  the  year  I7HB, 
nay,  I  think,  also  in  the  year  1790,  of  his 
having  in  public,  when  political  (questions 
were  discussed,  taken  that  part  which  is  a 
dear  manifestation  of  his  principles.  He  ha-s 
alM*  gone  into  evidence  which  certainly  de- 

serves great  consideration;  with  respect  to 
the  habits  of  his  life,  he  is  a  scholar,  a  stu- 

dious man,  devoted  to  books,  empJoyiag  a 
freal  portion  of  his  lime  with  books,  rather 
eeping  company  with  books  than  with  men, 

especially  of  late  years;  and  men  of  such 
babits  are  generally  more  worthily  employed 
than  in  mixing  in  factious  which  tend  to  con- 

vulse a  6t;ite. 

There  is  another  circumstance  certainly  fit 
lo  be  considered,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Uorne 
Tooke.  and  that  is,  it  is  not  a  secret,  for  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  of  Adams,  that 
decUiiing  health  and  infirmities  coming  upon 
him,  has  induced  him  very  much  to  with- 

draw from  society,  and  from  much  of  that 
sort  of  public  business  that  he  used  to  be  en- 

caged in.  The  evidence  is,  that  he  cultivates 
liia  garden ;  he  wishes  never  to  be  removed 

^rom  it ;  to  have  an  act  of  parliament  to  con- 
fine hira  there  for  his  life ;  nc  sees  hardly  any 

body,  but  on  a  Suodayi  and  then  it  is  a  mijied 

A.  D,  1794.  [749 

company :  undoubtedly,  therefore,  reasoning 
upon  those  principles  which  commonly  direct 
the  conduct  of  mankind,  one  should  imagine 
that  Mr.  Horae  Tooke,  with  his  principle?, 
his  habits,  and  his  infirmities,  would,  in  truth, 
be  the  last  man  in  England  that  could  be 

justly  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  a  con- 
spiracy ot  this  kind* 

Gentlemen,  the  reply,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
has  made  some  impression  upon  this  defence, 
which,  on  the  first  view  of  it,  seems  to  be 
the  strongest  kind  of  defence  that  could  be 
stated  in  a  case  of  this  nature,  where  so  much 

was  to  depend  upon  the  general  sentiments, 
opinions,  and  habits  of  life,  of  the  person  who 
is  accused;  but,  in  the  reply,  it  is  observed, 
that  with  these  principles,  with  these  habits, 
and  even  under  the  pressure  of  these  infir- 

mities, Mr.  Home  Tooke,  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  is  found  actually  dealing  in  these  sub- 

jects, by  his  intercourse  with  Hiirdy,  by  his 
interference  with  the  papers  of  the  sotiely, 
but,  above  alU  by  those  more  public  demon- 

strations to  he  collected  from  the  address  to 

the  Jacobins,  from  the  address  to  the  national 
convention,  and  frum  the  unfortuiutc  publi- 

cation in  which,  in  bis  own  hand,  he  says, 

"  that  liberty  is  making  BerLulean  efforts, 
and  those  vipers,  monarchy  aod  aristocracy, 

are  panting  and  writhing  under  its  grasp/* 
which  are  a  direct  violation  of  all  his  professed 

principles:  I  say  he  is  found  dealing  in  these 
subjects,  in  a  way  which  his  principles  ought 
to  have  preserved  him  from  ;  and  therefore  it 
is  insisted  upon,  on  the  part  of  the  attorney- 
general,  that  had  his  defence  been  consistent, 
and  haa  it  applied  to  carry  him  throughout 
all  the  facts,  it  ought  to  have  had  its  full 

weight,  but  that  inasmuch  as  with  these  priu- 
cipies  of  loyalty,  with  these  habits  of  study, 
and  in  the  situation  he  is  in  of  health,  he  has 
done  all  these  things,  what  can  you  conclude 
from  those  principles,  and  from  those  habits  ? 
You  cannot  say  that  he  haa  not  been  a  party 
in  these  measures,  because  it  is  too  evident 
that,  as  to  many  of  them,  he  has  been  a  party 
in  them,  and  an  active  party  in  them,  and 
they  are  very  difficult  lo  be  explained.  Now, 
gentlemen,  we  come  to  the  conclusion « 

This  charge  against  this  gentleman  rests 
upon  the  impressions  which  his  conduct  in 
these  societies,  from  the  beginning,  or  from 
perhaps  the  middle  of  the  year  179 »,  down 
to  the  time  when  these  resolutions  passed  for 
this  National  Convention^  shall  have  made  on 
your  minds,  ypon  the  evidence  they  afford  of 
the  real  intent  of  his  mind  in  agreeing  to  that 
convention,  and  as  to  the  object  of  that  con- 

vention. If  you  should  be  of  opinion  that, 
notwithstanding  the  first  impression  which 
these  circumstances  have  made  upon  your 
minds,  and  must,  I  think,  certainly  make 

upon  every  man's  mind  who  has  heard  the 
case,  considering  the  nature  of  the  cnterprize, 
and  cooaidering  the  actual  situation  uf  the 
means  by  which  it  was  to  bt  efet\£*!<^  xaitAVk. 
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his  habits  of  life,  and  his  situation  in  point  of 
health,  that  you  are  bound  to  rder  all  these 
transactions  to  other  ol^jects,  and  you  should 
conclude  to  form  your  judjgment  as  to  his 
intent  in  tiiese  measures,  m  which  he  has 
been  engaged,  rather.from  these  domestic  parts 
of  his  character,  than  from  those  in  which  he 
has  acted  with  others  in  public ;  then  you  may 

ny,  that  however  suspicious  this  case  is,'this conspiracy  is  not  maoe  out  against  him,  and 
that  this  prisoner  is  not  suilty :  if  you  should 
see  the  case  clearly  in  ttie  other  light,  then 
you  will  do  that  which  the  justice  of  your 
counti^y  calls  upon  you  to  do. 

I  wish  heartily  that  Mr.  Tooke  had  put 
this  case  really  beyond  all  suspicion,  because 
I  see.  with  great  regret,  a  man  of  hb  culti- 

vated understanding  of  his  habits,  of  hu 
capacity  to  be  useful  to  mankind;  a  man 
topported  by  the  evidence  of  that  venerable 
prelate,  the  bishop  of  Gloucester,  who,  I  am 
sure,  would  flatter  no  man;  I  say,  I  am  hear- 

tily sornr  to  see  him  in  such  a  situation,  and 
I  should  have  been  heartily  rejoiced  if  he 
could  have  put  this  case  beyond  all  suspicion, 
hut  I  cannot  say  that  he  has  done  so.  There 
certainly  is  a  great  deal  to  be  eiphunod,  which 
I  am  not  able  to  explain,  and  I  am  at  this 
moment  totally  unable  to  develope  the  cha- 

racter and  conduct  of  this  gentleman ;  but 
that  ffoes  but  a  little  way  upon  the  question, 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  mnocent  of  this  in- 

dictment; that  you  will  judge  of  by  the  result 
of  the  evidence,  and  the  clear  impression  that 
that  result  shall  make  upon  your  minds.  I 
repeat  that  you  have  a  very  serious  duty  im- 

posed upon  you ;  but,  afler  the  pains  you  have 
taken  to  ma\e  yourselves  masters  of  the  case, 
it  is  a  duty  you  will  discharge  with  satisfac- 

tion to  your  own  consciences,  and  conse- 
quently, with  satis&ction  to  your  country. 

The  Jury  withdrew  at  about  ten  minutes 
before  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and 
returned  into  court  in  about  eight  minutes.      I 

Cierk  of  the  Arraignt. — John  Home  Tooke,  | 
hold  up  your  hand-gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  ■ 
look  upon  the   prisoner— liow  say  you,  is  ! 
John  Home  Tooke  guilty  of  the  high  treason 
whereof  be  stands  indicted,  or  not  guilty  ? 

foreman.— Not  guilty. 
Clerk  of  the  Arraigns,— Did  he  fly  for  it  ? 
lareMan.— Not  that  we  know  of. 

Mr.  Tooke^—My  mind,  my  lord,  is  much 
better  formed  to  feel  and  to  acknowledge  kind- 

ness than  to  solicit  it.  I  desire  to  return  my 
most  sincere  thanks  to  your  lordship,  and  to 
the  bench,  for  the  conduct  which  you  have 
held  towards  me,  during  the  whole  of  this 
tedious  trial. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  aflbrded  a 
just  protection  to  my  life:  I  thank  you  for  it : 
•Dd  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  two  things, 
which  will  increase  your  satisfaction  as  long 
Mfjrou  hve.  We  shall  both  have  done  good 
ta  our  country.    When  1  have  told  you  two 

fiKts,  one  of  which  it  was  impossible  T  AMI 

tell  you  before,  and  the  other  it  w^  unfil'fliKt 
I  should  tell  vou  before.'  I  ain  wdte'w  shall 
never  see  such  a  trial  as  this  agatnV  Mftm^ 
tion,  and  my  virtue,  for  at  this  nioAieiit  I  will 
place  it  to  myself,  are  the  cause  oitfhOw  9&^ 
picioos  which  dwelt  u|>on  his  lordshlip's  miBil; 
nis  sagacity  and  integrity  assisted  him  to  dear 
many  things  up  to  you;  but  the  whole  tv^ 
picion  has  arisen  from  this— I  was  anxioiB  for 
the  proper  conduct  of  other  i)llfen;«Dd  if  I 
could  have  foreseen,  what  I  never  cotM 
foresee,  till  the' attorney-general  mide  hit 

reply   [Here  Mr.  Tooke  was  intenrupted,  bj  lh» 
breaking  down  of  part  of  the  Stodcstfis 
Gallery;  when  the  disorder  bad  tnbsMjdj 
he  proceeded.] 

Gentlemen,  this  will  help  to  direct  your 
conduct  through  life;  and  it  will  help  otiier 
jurymen  likewise,  to  restrict  this  nnd  of 
guilt,  by  inference.  His  lordship  did  aee 
some  part  of  it,  and,  with  great  candour,  be 
mentioned  it  to  you.  The  tact  stands  thus- 
being  rarely  present  at  these  meethigSy  when 
my  name  appears  in  the  books,  I  wits  aflxioaa 
for  the  safe^of  a  veiy  honest,  but  not  a  very 
able  man.  The  secretary  repeatedly  brougbt 
to  me  papers,  which  the  society  had  reodm, 
which  were  ordered  for  publication,  and  were 
afterwards  put  in  the  newspapers;  and  when 
I  saw  a  word  which  was  capable  of  causing  a 
prosecution  for  a  libel,  T  took  the  paper,  and, 
with  my  hand,  struck  out  the  exceptionable 
words,  and  inserted  others  which  would  avoid 
the  danger  of  a  prosecution.  Upon  this  is 
built  all  that  apprehension  and  suspicion  of 
the  direction,  and  conduct,  and  originating  of 
societies,  with  none  of  whom,  nor  with  any 
of  the  individuals  of  whom,  did  I  ever  cor- 

respond, or  communicate,  at  all.  I  know 
none  of  these  country  societies,  nor  an  indi- 

vidual belonging  to  them.  I  did  not  know 
these  London  societies,  except  as  candidate 
for  the  city  of .  Westminster.  Every  man 
who  came  to  me,  of  every  opinion  whatever, 
if  he  asked  my  opinion,  I  corrected  his  works. 
A  gentleman  in  court  wrote  a  book  asainst 
me;  I  corrected  the  book  myself ;  I  do  not 
mention  it  to  justify  myself,  because  a  jury 
of  my  country  have  justified  me  quickly, 
clearly,  and  nobly;  but  I  mention  it  for  the 
sake  of  that  law,  upon  which  the  blood,  and 
the  family,  and  the  character  of  men,  depend 
There  never  stood  a  man  before  your  lordship 
more  free  from  rational  foundation  of  suspi- 

cion, upon  this  ground,  than  1  stand  before 
you.  If  you  examine  all  the  papers— if  the 
attorney  general  will  look  at  them  again  with 
this  key,  he  will  find  it  so.  If  the  solicitor 
general  had  stated  in  his  opening,  what  the 
attorney  general  did,  when  your  lordship  hid 
properly  closed  my  mouth,  I  should  have  ex- 

plained it ;  but  I  obeyed  your  direction;  and 
with  confldence  I  trusted  my  life  with-  llMl 

jus7«  Ui  had  been  permitted,  I  ooidd'hii** 
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for  High  Treasm. 
pkined    that   which    was    thought    the 
Dgost  cvideocc  against  inc.    There  was 

paper,  where  the  word  '*  government" 
struck    out,    and    **  country"    put   in. 

iladical  reform  of  the  government"  might 
mean  to  pull  up  government  by  the  roots ; 

"  radical  reform  of  the  country"  could  mean 
no  such  thing ;— no  roan  will  be  charged  with 
pulling  the  country  up  by  the  roots.  The 
The  paper  was  forgotten;  I  recollected  it, 
when  it  was  read.  1  had  not  foreseen  the 
nature  of  the  charges,  and  inferences,  to  be 
used  aeainitt  me,  to  make  mc  a  traitor ;  it  is 
impossible  I  could  foresee  them.  To  prevent 
the  prosecution  of  other  persons  for  libel,  I 
have  suffered  a  prosecution  for  high  treason. 
I  return  your  lordship  thanks — I  return  my 

unsel  Uiauks,  my  Dut)le  friend  Mr.  Erskine, 
has  been  so  nobly  supported  b^  Mr. 

ibbs; — and  you,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
return  you  my  thanks,  I  am  ̂ lad  I  have 
1>een  prosecuted ;  and  I  hope  this  will  make 
the  attorney  general  more  cautious  in  future ; 
he  said  he  would  have  no  treason  by  co&stnio 
tioD :  and  there  is  no  suspicion  against  me 
but  by  construction  and  inference. 

Mr.  Tooke  was  immediately  discharged. 

A.  D.  1794; 

[m 
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Note.'— The   iury    were  not  permitted  to 
sparate,  from  tiie  liroc  of  being  sworn  on  the 

trial,  till  after  they  had  delivered  their  verdict 

EThe
y  slept  at  the  Lo

ndon  CoflFcc  H
ouse  every 

^ght,  attended  by  the  proper  officers  of  the 
BDurt,  sworn  in  the  usual  form. 

Monday,  December  1st,  at  a  quarter  after 

nine  o'clock,  the  Court,  under  the  Spe- 
cial Commission,  met  as^ain  at  the  New 

Sessions  IIoui»c  in  the  Old  fiailey,  when 
John  Augustus  Botiuey,  Jeremiah  Joyce, 
Stewart  Kyd,  and  Thomas  Holcroft  were 
brought  to  the  bar,  and  the  following 
jury  sworn  in : 

Charles  Digby 
Robert  Batson 

Alexander ' I  rotter Robert  Mcllish 
WiUiaro  Harwood 

James  Haygartt 

Robert  Lewis 
Mark  Iludsan 
Henry  Bullock 
John  Fowsey 

Hugh  Reynolds 
Thus.  Harrison,  esqrs. 

The  Prisoners  having  been  arraigned, 
Mr.  AUurnttf  Gentrul. — When  I  had,  on 

last  trial.s  the  honour  to  slaiid  here  in 
diijchargc  of  my  orticiiil  duly,  1  addressed 

e  jury,  in  order  to  stale  the  grounds  of  the 
»ecution,  and  the  juries  on  those  trials 

,ve  found  a  verdict  of  not-guilty.  It  then 
me  my  duty  to  consider  what  was  proper 

be  done"  in  respect  to  the  public  and  the isoners  at  the  bar.  The  result  is,  that  as  the 
evidence  adduced  on  those  trials  and  that 

which  applied  to  the  prisoners,  were  the  same; 
and  as,  after  the  best  consideration,  those 
persons  have  been  acquitted^  I  would  submit 

ta  the  Jury  and  the  Court,  whether  the  pri- 

soners should  not  be  acquitted,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  not  trouble  you  by  going  into 
eviaence. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre. — Gentlemen,  as 
there  is  no  evidence,  you  must  of  course  find 
the  prisoners  not-guilty. 

The  jury  then  pronounced  a  verdict  of  Not- 
GriiTY,  and  by  direction  of  the  Court  the 
prisoners  were  discharged,  Mef^srs.  Bonney^ 
Joyce,  and  Kyd  bowed  to  the  Court  and  re- 
lire<h 

Mr.  Ho/cro/t*— My  lord,  and  gentlemen 
of  the  jury   

Lord  Chief  Justice  Evrc-^Mr.  Holcroft, 
you  have  been  acquitted  in  a  way  that  hardly 
affords  much  room  for  your  observation :  I 
thiuk  the  best  way  would  be  for  you  to  follow 
the  example  of  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen, 
who  have  retired. 

Mr,  Holcrqji.— My  lord,  every  man  must 
act  according  to  the  best  of  his  own  judgment. 
My  judgment  tells  me  that  it  is  my  duty,  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  address  a  few  words 
to  this  Court  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Myre,— You  will  under- 
stand one  thing;  and  that  is,  that  having 

been  acquitted,  you  have  na  right  to  address 
one  word  either  to  the  Court  or  the  jury. 
At  the  same  lime,  I  do  not  wish  to  holcf  you 
strictly  to  that  right ;  but  conduct  yourself 
properly,  and  I  will  not  stop  you, 

Mr.  Hokrojt. — My  lord,  1  have  well  con* 

sidercd  what' I  have  to  say.  Whether  my 
judgment  and  the  judgment  of  your  lordship 
should  happen  to  differ,  it  is  impossible  for 
rae  to  foreknow ;  but  what  I  have  to  say 
flows  from  the  dictates,  I  believe,  of  an  ho- 

nest and  wctUintenlioned  mind.  1  am  liable, 
tike  all  other  men,  to  mistake.  Let  my  mis- 
lakes  be  heard  and  examined. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  £_Jt/re.— Those  dictates 
must  be  properly  limed.  At  present  you  are 
not  called  upon  to  say  any  thing ;  and  you 
have  no  right  to  detafn  the  Court  by  a  long 

speech. Mr.  Holcroft. — I  will  not  detain  the  Court 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

Lord  Chief  Jintice  jE'v'"<*"Half  an  hour! 
—Mr.  HolcroH  you  must  withdraw. 

Mr.  Holcrofh — After  having  svuffered  the 
injustifc  that  1  think  I  have  suffered,  and 
which  injustice  it  js  my  desire  to  stale  her© 

publicly  to  this  Court   

•  The  account  given  in  the  text  of  what 
passed  on  Mr,  llolcrotVs  endeavouring  to  ad* 
dress  the  jury,  was  taken  in  short-hand  by 
Blanchard,  and  publi.«fhed  by  Mr.  Holcroft  in 

a  pamphlet  intituled,  '*  A  Narrative  of  Facta 
relating  to  a  Prosecution  for  High  Treason, 
including  the  Address  to  the  Jury,  which  the 
Court  refused  to  hear ;  with  Letters  to  iho 
Attorney  Clcneral,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre, 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  the  Honourable  Thomas 
Erskine,  and  Vickery  Gibbs,  Esq,  and  the 
Defence  the  Author  had  prepared  if  he  h^d 

been  btovi^^Uv  \,o  '^i\«\»  'ft^  TW^fVoaa>^ftVrl^^'^^ 
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Lord  Chi^f  Justice  B^rc^Mr,  Iblcroft, 
fou  have  been  dealt  wiib  most  honourably, 
en  the  part  of  the  attorney-general.  Yqu 
stood  inaicted  by  your  country;  and  no  mac, 
who  hajipetiB  to  stand  in  that  situation,  ought 
to  complain  of  injustice ;  because  he  accuses 
hiscountry  of  injustice,  when  he  makes  that 
tomptaint.  You  have  had  no  entmordinaTy 
hardships^  You  brought  yourself  into  cus> 
tody  by  your  own  voluntary  surrender*  You 
have  had  no  extraordinm  hardship  since  that 
time ;  and  you  have  in  the  close  of  it  been 
treated  most  honourabiy;  add  with  all  pos- 

sible attention,  by  the  attorney  genera!,  who 
ha$  consented  to  yonr  being  acquitted,  in- 

stead of  standing  at  the  bar  upon  evidence, 
which  roust  have  been  left  to  the  jury  as  evi- 

dence proper  for  their  consideration,  upon  the 
question  whether  you  were  to  be  found  guilty 
or  not  guilty.  You  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  bjustice ;  and  therefore  you  ought  not  to 
be  heard  upon  a  complaint  of  injustice. 

Mr,  Heicr^*— My  lord^  I  deeire  but  one word. 

Mr.  Baron  Eoth&m. — Mr.  Kirby^  why  do 
not  you  do  your  duty } 

Mr,  Ht>icrg/J,— My  lord,  permit  me  to  say 
one  word. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre,^-lf  you  will  be 
reasonable  and  confine  yourself  within  com- 
Eass,  I  will  not  stop  ̂ ou;  but  a  speech  of 
alf  an  hour  is  not  a  thmg  to  be  endured, 
Mr.  Hotcmft. — 1  find  Uie  judgment  of  the 

Court  wishes  ms  to  withdraw,  1  always  de- 
sire to  comport  rn^self  so  &&  to  gain  best 

tiic  eood  opinion  of  mankind  by  the  esicrtion 
of  wliat  1  triink  to  be  my  duty-  If  myjudg- 
jBent  happens  to  be  mistaken,  if  I  am  wrong 
in  this  instance,  I  am  certainly  sorry  I  have 
not  more  understanding.  1  do  not  wish  either 
to  appear  a  violent  man  or  an  obstinate  man. 
I  had  aoroetbing  to  say  to  this  Court  which  I 
think  of  the  utmost  importance  to  my  coun- 

try and  makind  in  general,  and  therefore  I 
wished  for  a  moment  to  be  heard ;  but  as  it 
does  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  this  Court 
»nd  of  ever^r  body  here,  I  must  accede  to  that 
ftublic  opinion  in  thi«  place,  and  must  take 

some  other  means  of^ publishing  my  senti- fnents  uPon  the  prosecution  ̂ t  has  been 
institute  a  a^itut  me. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  E^rc— You  had  better 
take  care  of  that,  or  you  m^y  get  into  another 
scrape  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved  from  this. 

Mr,  Hol€rGft.*~My  lord,  I  am  very  wiUing 
to  auffer  for  wiiat  I  conceive  to  be  right,* 

On  December  1 5th,  the  Court  again  met  at  the 
New  Sessions  House,  Old  Badey,  when  the 
following  gentlemen  were  sworn  as  a  jury 
on  tho  trials  of  John  Hlchter  and  John BaJiter, 

Robert  Bataon 
William  Harwood 

John  Powsev 

Hugh  Ronalds Henry  Capel 
John  leader 
Jeremiah  Blake  wood 
Rb.  Kilby  Co]i-««sqn. 

James  Haygartt 
Robert  Lewis 
Thomas  Wood 
Henry  BuUocfc 

The  Prisoners  were  arraigned. 
Mr.  Aiiorn^  0enerol.— £entJemeii  of  the 

Jury,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  I  think 
myself  justified  in  forbearing,  at  present,  to 
bring  forward  any  evidence  against  the  fti* soners  at  the  bar. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macd^fnald, — ^GentlemeD, 
there  being  no  evidence  brought  against  the 
pri^ners,  you  will  of  course  find  mem  not- 

guilty. A  verdict  of  NoT-GuitiT  was  then  given and  recorded. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdmald.^ThKSe^pm^ 
tlemen,  having  been  found  not  guUty^  are 
now  discharged  from  the  bar, 

John  Baiter. — Gentlemen  of  the  Jury ;  I 
beg  leave  \o  return  you  my  thanks   He  was 
proceeding,  but  was  intormed  by  the  lord 
chief  baron  that  being  now  discharged  from 
the  bar^  he  bad  no  right  to  say  any  thing  to the  Court. 

♦  On  this  same  dav,  ailer  the  above  pro- 
ceedings had  taken  place,  John  Thelwall  was 

brought  to  the  bar,  and  after  a  trial  which 
lasted  four  days,  was  acquitted.  I  had  hoped 

to  have  obiained  a  correct  report  of  Thel wall's 
trial  for  insertion  in  the  present  volume ;  but 
my  endeavours  have  hitherto  been  unsuc- 
cessful. 



Trial  ofJatm  Bird,  Roger  HamiU,  ̂ c.  A.  D.  I79i. 

rrso 
The  Trial  of  James  Bird,  Roger  Hamill,  and  Casimfr 

Delahovde,  Merchants;  Patrick  Kenny*  Bartholo- 
mew Walsh,  Matthew  Read,  and  Patrick  Tiernan, 

Yeomen ;  for  conspiring  to  incite  an  Insorrection  in  the 

Kingdom  of  Ireland;  before  the  Honourable  Mr.  Justice 

Downes,  at  Drogheda,  April  23rd:  34  George  III.  a.  d* 

1794.» 

Ccurt  of  Drogkcda, — Lent  Assises. 

Monday  the  at  si  of  April,  1794,  Rxiger 
IfamiLI,  Ilanies  Bird,  Casimir  Delaboyde, 
PHrick  Kenny,  Mallhcw  Head,  Bartho- 

lomew Walsh,  and  Patrick  Tieroan  were 

pill  to  the  bar  and  arraigned,  before  the 
honourable  Mr.  Justice  Downes^  one  of  Ihe 

«  of  his   Majesty's  court  of  King's 
h,  upon  the  following 

ISDlCTMENT^t 

inSy  0flftt.i0s>nqfllH?j  jurors  for  our 
\  to  wit.  {  lurd  tlie  king  upon 

fir  oath  say  and  present,  that  Patrick  Kenny 
Drogtieda  yeoman,  Matthew  Read  of  the 
me  yeoman,  Bartholomew  Walsh  of  the 

same  yeoman,  Patrick  Ticrnan  of  Turfeckan 

in  the  county  of  Louth  yeoman,  Roger  Ha- 
mill,  James  Bird  and  Casimir  Delahoyde,  all 
of  Drogheda  in  the  county  of  the  town  of 
Drogbeda,niercbants,  being  wicked,  seditious, 
and  eviUnninded  persons,  and  of  wicked  and 
turbulent  dispositions,  and  contriving,  design- 

ing and  intending  unlawfully,  uniustty,  mali- 
ciously, turbulenlly  and  seditiously,  the  peace 

of  OUT  said  lord  the  king  and  the  common 
tranquillity  of  this  his  realm  of  Ireland  to 
disquiet,  molest,  and  disturb,  and  as  far  as  in 
thecn  lay,  to  stir  up,  cause,  incite  and  procure 
•edition,  insurrection  and  rebellion  within 
this  realm,  and  to  bring  the  governmeat  of 

•  From  the  Original  Report,  printed  by 
H,  Fitjpatritk,  Upper  Ormond  Quay,  Dublin, 
1794. 

f  The  undernamed  persons  composed  the 
Grand  Jury  who  found  the  biU. 

Bdward  Uarman,  esq. 
James  Schoales,  esq. 
OliverFairtlough  Wil- 

liams, esq. 
Wm.  Gibbons,  esq, 
Henry  Smith,  esq. 
Maurice  Barlow,  csq> 
John  Jones,  esq. 
Wallop  BrabazoQ,  of 

Ratii,esa. 
J4>hii  Sheklcton,  esq. 
Win,  Chapman,  esq. 
H.  Codduiglon,  esq. 

O'Brien  Betlingham, esq. 

John  Fairtlough,  esq. 
Burton  Tandy,  esq. 
Robert  Pollock,  esq, 
Anthony  Walsh,  esq. 
Geo.  M'Entagart,€sq. 
Wm.  Atkinson,  esq. 
Thos,  Wynne,  gent. 
Lewis  Austin,  merch. 
John  Linton,  merch. 
Wilcocks  Riddock,  gt. 
fililes  Lucas,  gent. 

our  said  lord  the  king  within  this  realm  into 

manifest  danger,  on  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  tlnrty-tbird  year  of  the  reign  of 

our  sovereign  lord  George  the  third,  kine  of 
Great  Britain  and  so  forth,  at  Drogheda  in 
the  county  of  the  town  of  Drogheda,  and  oa 
divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
after,  with  force  and  arms  their  aforesaul 
wicked,  malienant  and  seditious  purposes  and 
designs  to  fulfil  and  effect,  did  then  and  ihero 
together  with  divers  other  wicked,  seditious  and 
Ul-minded  persons  to  the  jurors  of  our  lord  th& 
king  at  present  unknown,  meet,  assemble. 
aeree,  conspire,  confederate  and  treat  of  ami 
about  the  accomplishing  and  ejecting  of  tlieir 
aforesaid  mahgnant  and  seditious  purposes 
and  designs ;  and  of,  for  and  about  causing, 

procuring,  inciting,  and  effecting  an  insurrec- 
tion and  rebellion  within  the  realm  of  Ireland; 

and  for,  about,  and  concerning  the  raising, 
providing  and  procuring  of  arms  and  armed 
men  to  dc  ready  and  prepared  in  different 
places  within  this  realm,  their  aforesaid 
wicked,  malignant,  seditious  and  rebellious 
designs  and  purposes  to  effect,  accomplish 
and  fulfil ;  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others  in 
the  like  case  offending,  and  contrary  to  the 
peace  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and 
dignity. 

nd  tuc  jurors  oi  our  lord  ine  Jung, 
further  present  and  say,  that  the  said  Pa- 
And  the  jurors  of  our  lord  the  king,  do 

trick  Kennv,  Matthew  Read,  Bartholomenr 
Walsh,  and  Patrick  Tiernan,  James  Bird, 
Roger  Hamill,  and  Casimir  Dclahoyde,  being 
such  wicked,  ill-minded  and  seditious  persons 
as  aforesaid,  and  wickedly,  factiously  and  se- 

ditiously, contriving  and  intending  the  peace 
of  our  said  lord  tlie  king,  and  the  common 
tranquillity  of  this  his  realm  of  Ireland  to  mo- 

lest, oisquict  and  disturb,  and  to  cause  and  in* 
cite  a  wicked  rebellion  within  this  realm,  and 
the  laws  and  government  of  our  said  lord  Iho 
king  to  bring  mto  danger,  on  the  said  14th 
day  of  December,  in  the  said  thirty- third  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  said  lord  the  king,  and  ai 
divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  s»- 
ahcr,  at  Drogheda  aforesaid^  in  the  county  of 
the  said  town  of  Drogheda  aforesaid,  with 

force  and  arms,  did  VVvttx  2ixA  ̂ icv^t  w*^<^^,  " 
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meet,  associate,  consul^  conspire,  confederate 
and  agree  together,  andf  to  and  with  divers 
other  wicked  and  ill-disposed  persons  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  at  present  unknown,  of,  for, 
concerning  and  about  the  raising,  causing, 
and  levying  of  INSURRECTION,  REBEL^ 
HON,  and  WAR!  against  our  said  lord  the 
king,  within  this  his  realm  of  Ireland;  and 
of,  for,  concerning  and  about  the  procuring 
and  providine  of  arms  and  armed  men,  to  be 
prenared  wi&ia  this  reahn,  their  aforesaid 
wicked,  malignant  and  diabolical  designs  and 
purposes  aforesaid  to  accomplish  ana  effect; 
m  contempt  of  the  laws  of  tnis  realm,  and  to 
the  evil  example  of  all  others  in  the  like  case 
offending,  and  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our 
said  lora  the  king,  his  crown  and  dknity. 

To  this  indictment  the  several  culprits  tra^ 
versed:  and  the  Court  was  pleased  to  order 
their  trial  for  the  following  day. 

On  Wednesday  the  2Sd  of  April,  1794,  the 
leveral  traversers  before-mentioned  werea^un 
put  to  the  bar  in  order  of  trial :  and  having 
declared  their  consent  to  abide  the  issue, — 
.  The  following  persons  were  sworn  upon  the 

jury,  and  impanelled : 

John  Lee  Hampden  Nkholson 
Blaney  Balfour  Anthony  Silleiy 
Rich.  Coooer  John  liland 
Wm.  Smith  Thomas  Collins 
Philip  Brabavm  Beaver  Blacker 
Wm.  Jones  Ninian  Rogers,  Esqrs 

Cmntelfir  the  Prou-    Counul  for  the  Tra- cution, 

Mr.  Attor.  General* 
Mr.  McCartney 
Mr.  Saiirin 
Mr.  Ball 
Mr.  Ruxton 
Agent, — Mr.  Kemmis 
Crown  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Currant 
Recorder  of  Dublin 
Mr.  Ponsonby  % 
Mr.  Blackburne 
Mr.  Dobbs 
Mr.  Hawthorne 
Agent. — Mr.  Carrol 
Prosecution,  Thomat 
by  the  Attorney  Ge- 

First  witness  for  the 
Murohy, — Examined 
neral. 

The  witness  being  brought  upon  the  table, 
addressed  the  court  as  follows : 

My  lord,  I  beg  your  lordship's  leave  to  say 
one  word. — I  un<u:rstand,  when  I  was  exa- 

mined at  Dundalk,  the  jury  did  not  eive  atiy 
charge  upon  what  I  swore  there ;  and  so  may 
be  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  examine  me  here  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General, — Oh,  Mr.  Murphy, 
that  is  not  to  the  purpose — ^you  must  be 

Couar.— The  man  must  be  sworn;  but  the 
jury  will  attend  to  this  circumstance. 

Being  sworn,  he  underwent  the  following 
examination  :— 

*  The  right  hon.  Arthur  Wolfe,  afterwards 
Lord  Chief  Justke  of  the  Court  of  King's Bench,  and  viscount  Rilwarden. 

,t  Afterwards  Master  of  the  Rolls. 
/  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor. 

Do  vou  know  the  traverseraf— I  tia. 
Look  about,— do  you  see  any  of 

court?— I  do. 
Do  you  see  Roger  Hamill  in  eovrl  ̂ — f  jilft. 

[The  witness  beinc  desired  to  pohit  •out 
Mr.  Hamill,  and  having  laid  bis  buNJ  od 
Mr.  Bird,  excited  a  lood  faugh  iO'  the 
Court;  but  quickly  recovering  himaeU^ 
said  his  mistake  arose  fiom  a  pcmo 
standing  before  Mr.  HamiU^  whom  he 
then  identified;  aiid  also  the  reat  of  the 
trayersers^  except  Baitholomew  Walsh.] 

Do  you  remember  the  laontbs  of  Koivcmber 
and  December  179<  P— I  do. 

Did  you  see  any  of  the  traverseia  in  ̂ ose 
months,and  where?— I  did,  at  thftlwiiaef 
one  Sheridan  in  Laurence-stieet; 

What  brought  you  there?— I  went  lo  Mk 
for  Patrick  Kenny,  who  was  a  captain  of  the Defenders. 

How  do  yo<i  know,  that  be   was  a  cap- 
tain of  Defooders  ?— I  understood,  be  had  the 

articles ;  and  it  was  he  swore  me  a  defonder. 
In  what  part  of  the  house  dkl  you  set  die 

traversers  ?— In  a  back  room  np  stairs. 
Was  there  anyone  in  the  room,  when  yoo 

went  into  it  ?— There  was  not  The  traver- 
sers came  in  after.  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  Hamill 

came  in  arm  and  arm,  and  Mr.  Ddahoyde 
some  time  after. 

Can  you  recollect  what  finmiture  was  in 
the  room— was  there  a  table?— There  was. 

Did  the  traversers  sit  at  the  table  r— No ; 
at  a  distance  from  it. 

Court. —  Were  the  traversers  at  the  bar, 
there?— They  were,  my  lord. 

Did  you  sit  ̂ own  ?— No. 
Did  all  the  traversers  whom  you  have  men- 

tioned sit  down  ?— They  did,  sir. 
In  what  capacity  ?— They  were  there  m 

committee,  to  direct  the  persons  sworn  in  as 
captains;  and  to  disarm  the  Protestants. 

Were  there  any  disturbances  in  the  country 
at  that  time?^It  is  very  well  known  the 
country  was  at  that  time  in  a  bad  sUte  of 
disturbance,  and  the  people  were  coming  to misfortune. 

Were  the  disturbances,  disturbances  of 
Defenders  ?— They  were. 

You  spoke  of  a  committee — ^What  is  meant 
by  a  committee  ?— I  was  sworn  by  them,  and 
understood,  that  the  persons  under  the  cap- tains were  to  execute  tneir  orders. 

Cour^.~  You  say,  they  gave  orders? — ^They 
did  my  lord,  to  disarm  the  gentlemen  of  the country. 

Court. — Can  you  mention,  who  were  the 
committee .' — I  can,  my  lord. 

You  say  the  gentlemen  considered  in  the 
committee    as  captains   gave   directions  ?-— None  but  one. 
Who  ?— Mr.  John  Berrill. 
In  what  part  of  the  room  ?— Sitting  with 

the  rest  round  a  table  ? 

What  directions  did  he  give ?— Thidbae- 
tiona  Mr.  Berrill  gave,  wa$,  that  Mr. 
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f  Duleek  had  a  number  of  arms;  and  that 
e  should  go  ;ind  lake  them. 
Coii^/.— Who  were  the  captains,  and  %v]iat 
rections  drd    Ihey  gel?— Directions    wore 
veti    10   ratrick  Tiernan,   Patrick   Kenny, 
ritliain  Conolly,  and  Richard  KcHy. 
What  directions  did  Mr.  Berrill  give?— The 

rst  dct-iaraljons  irai,  that  Mr.  Trotter  had  a 
umher  of  arms,  and  ought  tu  be  disarmed  ; 
d  thai  although  Mr.  DiUon  of  Maniiins- 

^lown  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  would  turn 
ery  Defender  in  the  country  upon  a  spii. 
A  Jwrpr.  - -Were   there   any  dirtrction*  to 

Itack  Mr.  Trotter?— Y'cs;  but  at  no  parti- cular time. 

Can  you  mention  any  faHher  directions? — 
e  gave  directions  to  Patrick  Tiernan,  to 
tlact  Mr.  M'Chnlock  of  Newtown,  because 

one  knew  the  way  so  well,  as  he  drew  coals 
ere  in  the  Summer, 

Did  Berrill  give  any  other  directions  ? — Not 
to  me. 

Were  there  any  other  directions  given  ? — 
ere  vat  directions t — to  disarm  the  I'rotes- 

nls  and  soldiers  in  St.  Peter's  church,  and 
e  military  in  the  barracks;  but  they  with- 
w  it,  as  it  was  better  to  leave  that  to  the 

t  They  meant  to  send  u  borly  of  Dcfeii- 
rs  to  disarm  them ;  and  said,  Ihcy  went 
rough  the  chapels  lo  quiet  the  Defenders, 

ut  that  was  only  to  blinatbld  the  Protestants. 
Coiir(.— You  say,  they  meant  to  alliick  the 

aoldicrs?— They  did;  but  said,  they  would 
^  ave  it  for  the  last. 

^Jttror.— Re|M?at  that  again,— TI*t/««5. — 
say,  they  gave  orders  to  attack  the  soldiers 

d  Protestants  in  Peter^s  church;  but,  tlicy 
d,  they  would  leave  it  for  tlie  last. 
Why  did  they  agree  upon  attacking  the 

Idiers  in  Petcr*8  church? — Becausje  they 
d  not  have  arms  or  ammunition^  and 

isht  be  better  attacked. 
Was  that  the  plan,  to  attack  them  when  at 

church,  without  their  arms? — Ft  was. 
Did  the  soldiers  usually  go  to  church  with- 
t  their  arms  P— They  did. 
You  say,  they  were  talking  at  the  com- 
iltce?^ — ^They  were,  all. 
A  Juror. — You  mentioned  Delahoyde ;  was 
there?— No;  he  went  away. 
Court. — At  what  time  did  Mr.  Delahovdc 
? — When  he  came  into  the  room  he  jmiled 
t  a  pa}>er  from   his  pocket,  read  it  twice, 
ve  It  in  to  them  at  the  tabic,  and  went 

y* 

Did  he  sit  down  ?— No. 
Court. — Was  that  at  the  commencement 

the  meeting  before  the  committee  sal?— ' 
e  did  not  stay  five  minutes  in  the  room. 
Do  yuu  know  any  thine  of  arms  being  dis* 
buted    by   these    gentlemen  ?-— I   know  a 
sel  came   m   at   Annagassin  with   three 
la  of  arms  ;^they  were  landed  on  that 

',  but  I  cannot  swear  positively  to  the me  of  the  place. 

Were  any  of  the  prisoners  mentioned  pre- 
nt,  when  the  arms  were  landed  .^— Tnere 
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was— Matthew  Read,  Patrick  Tiernan,  and 
Richard  Kelly  met  them  coming  home. 

Was  Read  present?— He  was. 
Do  you  know  where  the  arms  came  from  f  \ 

— ^I  don't  know,  whether  it  was  from  France 
or  Birmingham. 

Court,'— \ on  say  Read  was  present^ — are 
you  sure  that  the  other  two  traversers  you 
mentioned  were  there  ?— I  say,  I  met  them 
a5  commg  hoiie. 

Was  it  Kenny,  or  Kelly?— Kelly, 
What  was  done  with  the  arms  ?^-Onc  chest 

was  carried  away  in  my  presence,  and  brought 
to  Patrick  Tiernan's  houFc,  They  told  me» 
they  were  to  be  distributed ;  and  said, — if  yow 
desire  a  gun  you  shall  have  it ;  hut  I  made  , 
answer  that  I  had  a  better  than  any  of  tliem 
(which  I  had,  at  the  time). 
Was  Mr.  Tiernan  present  when  the  arms 

were  carried  to  hts  house?— He  was. 
You  swear  that  ? — I  do. 

At  the  mcetmg  at  Sheridan's  was  there 
any  money  given  to  the  persons  present?— 
There  was. — Kenny,  Kelly,  Tiernan  and 
Connolly  gave  in  foirr  purses,  which  they 
said,  was  aTl  they  bad  collected  since  the  last 
lime. 

What  last  time?— I  suppose,  since  ihey 
had  a  meeting. 

Court.  —Arc  you  sure  they  gave  money?— 
They  did  Vj  Matthew  Read.  They  said  they 
got  shillings  a- piece  from  the  people  au 
round. 

Court.— What  did  you  say  about  the 
money? — Mjitlbevv  Read  asked  them  whe- 

ther they  got  any  subscriptions.  They  an- 
swered and  said  ihey  ̂ ot  shdlines  a-piecc 

from  all  that  could  alford  it ;  and  that  others 

got  more. Court.—ls  Matthew  Read  one  of  the  tra- 
versers?— He  is,  my  lord. 

Did  they  say,  they  got  a  shilling  a^piece 
from  every  person  all  round?— They  charged 
less  to  such  as  could  not  afford  it 
Was  there  money  given  to  any  person 

besides  the  purses  given  in  ? — No  money  at 
that  time. 

Was  there  money  given  at  any  other  time, 
and  by  whom  ?— By  Mr.  Bird.  I  got  five 
shillings  from  him  at  one  time. 
How  many  -days  after  the  meeting  was 

that  ? — Five  or  six  days. 

Was  that  before  or  after  Mr.  M'Clintock'a 
house  was  attacked  ?— Before  it. 

Where  did  he  give  you  the  money?— He 
gave  it  in  West-street,  opposite  bis  own  gale. 

For  what  purpose  ?— I  only  asked  him  for 
some  money,  and  he  gave  it. 

At  that  meeting  at  Ssheridan^s  house^  were 
there  any  hopes  given  of  receiving  assistance 
from  any  foreign  country  ?— I  heard  the  tra- 

versers say,  that  within  the  space  of  a  wceJc 

they  expected  assistance  from  France;  and 
they  said,  they  would  get  the  conditions  of 

Limerick ;  and  that  the  Protestants  had  the- 
power  of  the  country  long  enough,  and  ihat^ 
they  would  hate  \\  aii\^>nw  to^x^, S  C 



755] 94  GEORGE  m. Tmd  qf  James  Birdf 

pse 
Thomas  Murphy  cross- exammeA  hy  Mr* 

Ctirrauj  m  counsel  for  ihc  Traversers 
Hamill,  Dird^  aod  Debho^^de, 

Wh*t  religion  are  you  of  Mr,  Murphy  P 
The  witness  did  not  answer  the  question, 

but  add  reding  himself  to  Lhe.  Courts  said 

— *'  My  lofd,  I  beg  your  lgrishij>*s  pro- 
tection from  the  cjoss-cxaminatioo,— -I 

know  I  am  not  able  to  Ktand  it.-^But  if 
the  gentlemen  examine  me  one  at  a  lime 

in  rotation^  I  'Mil J  answer  them." 
Couri, — You  shall  be  so  examined. 

Do  yon  nrofess  any  religion  ? — 1  do,  the 
Eoman  Catnolic. 

You  said  something  of  havmg  been  exa- 
mined al  Dundalk;  you  did  not  explain  it 

sufBctenlly?"Idid— to  judge  and  jury,  and 
to  you,  if  you  could  heat- 

Did  you  say,  that  you  were  ever  examined 
&t  Dundalk  as  a  witness  in  a  prosecution?— 
I  wms,  ikgatn!!!  persons  concerned  in  the  attack 
of  Mr.  M'Clintock'shouse. 

Did  the  iury  give  any  credit  to  your  evi- 
dence?— I  doDHknow« 

Were  the  men  acquitted  ?— They  were,  sir. 
Do  you  mean  because  the  jury  at  DundaJk 

did  not  give  credit  to  your  evidence  f — I  don't 
know  why. 

Du  you  helieve  the  jury  at  Dundalk  consi- 
dered yon  perjured  F — I  am  sure  you  nor  no 

xnan  in  the  court  can  trnike  out  that  against 

me,  I  never  left  it  in  any  one's  power, 
Did  not  yuu  swear  against  the  persons 

directly,  and  were  thcv  not  acquitted  ?— I  am 
sure  they  would  not  be  acquitted  only  they 
got  persons  to  swear^ 

Did  the  jury  acquit  ?<^I  told  you  so.  I  was 
not  present. 

Pray  Mr.  Murphy  have  you  ever  been  in  a 
court  of  justice  before — is  this  your  first  cir- 

cuit ?— What  I  Do  you  think  1  gel  my  bread 
by  il  as  you  do  f 

Mr.  Cnrran,^Ohf  not  at  all  Mr.  Murphy  ; 
I  should  be  sorry  to  cast  such  an  imputatioD 
on  so  honourabk  and  worikv  a  gentleman. 

But  you  say  you  were  at  Dunoalkf^ — I  do,  and 
I  am  here  now. 

How  did  you  travel  to  Dundalk  ?— I  went 
down  in  a  chaise  Erst;  and  coming  back 
sfter  with  a  parly  of  the  Bih  regiment,  I  got 
dnmk  in  Dunleer,  and  they  katfured  me. 

How  did  you  go  down  the  second  time; 
were  you  ejtamined  as  a  witness  f  Were  noi 
the  men  acquitted  the  first  time,  and  you 
brought  again  to  swear  against  other  persons  I 
•—I  was. 

Whom  were  yon  examined  against  the 

second  time  ?— Against  sir  Patrick  Bellew's SOD. 

Did  you  swear  positively  against  him?— - 
No;  I  did  not  know  the  gentleman. 

^  Were  you  brought  down  on  any  other  occa- 
iiun  ̂ — I  was  in  prison  for  robbm^  a  priei»t, 
and  discharged  out  of  court  by  proclamation. 

Are  you  aia  losi  io  know  were  you  ever 
irted  a  second  lime  ?— I  mvi,  for  rubbing  one 

Jalw  Markejr. 

Were  you  disciiarged  by  proclamation  ? — I 
was* 

Were  you  e»er  charged  about  a  pig?--- 
Ncver.    That  was  only  a  made  up  stoiy. 

Mr.  Cur ren.^^Indeed,  I  believe  it  was.  T 
am  sure  such  a  njor /%  cbafacter  as  you,  wnuM 
have  nothing  to  do  witli  it.  What  religjon 
are  the  prisoners  at  the  barf'^I  saw  thepi  «| 
mass  scvcraj  times. 

Do  you  believe  they  are  Eoman  Catholics  f 
—I  do. 

Mr.  Bird  w  a  meichant^  h  not  be?^|  b«^ Ueve  so. 

Mr.  Read,  what  is  he  > — I  ̂n*t  lell  whe- 
ther be  is  a  mercbant  or  not;  but  he  is  a  ihop- 

keeper. 
I  ask  yuu  are  not  the  three  gentlemen  tt 

the  bar,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Ham  ill  and  Mr.  Dela- 
hoyde  reputed  rich?— They  are.  If  I  had 
money  and  laming  1  would  be  accounted  a 

gentleman  too. 
Are  they  rich  ?^ — I  cant  tell.    I  believe  lo. 
Are  they  persons  of  good  cbLrae%er  and 

propetty  ? — 1  hey  are. 
Are  tliey  geaiiemen  I — Your  bread  dependt 

on  rogues  and  eentlcmen.  I  am  sure  jen 
would  have  no  business  here  only  for  am; 
and  you  will  gel  more  by  it  than  1  will. 

You  say  you  went  to  the  committee ;  were 
you  a  member  ? — No ;  I  was  sworn  in  «$  a 
common  man. 

Were  you  a  member?— Your  £agli»h  is  loo 
much  for  me.  If  yon  explain  youiseJf  VH 
answer  you. 

Were  you  a  committee-man  ?— I  was  noE^ 
When  you  went  to  Slieridan's  house,  what 

were  they  doing?— I  found  them  debating 
about  disarming  tl^e  Protectants. 
Whom  did  you  find  there  f— I  ibnnd  James 

Bird,  Roger  HamiJl,  Matthew  licad  and  John 
Berriii. 
When  the  gentlemen  came  then^,  whp 

spoke  ? — Mr,  :^rrill  did, 
VVhiit  did  he  say  ?— lie  said  Mr,  Dllloa  of 

Manninstown,  although  a  Roman  Catholic^ 
expected  to  be  a  justice  of  peace;  and  ihat 
he  would  put  a  Defender  on  the  spit,  and  eat him. 

Mr,  Currun^ — Mr.  Murphy,  did  not  you 
say  sometbing  about  expenses  I 

Mutphv.  —  Did  a  word  never  slip  OH  you, 
that  yoifd  wish  to  recall  ? 

Did  you  swear,  that  Mr.  B^rill  Stid,  a>- 
though  ̂ Ir.  Dillon  was  a  Roman  (l^tboHc 
and  a  justice  of  peace,  he  wuuld  roast  an4 
eat  a  Defender?— I  say,  he  said,  thatftlttaevgh 
Mr.  Dillon  expected  to  be  a  justice  of  [ 
and  was  a  Roman  Cathuiic,  he  would  do 
I  said. 

Was  no  person  present  at  the  landing  of 
the  arms  at  Annagftssin  but  Tieoian  r-r-I  ttti^t 
Mr.  Matthew  Read. 

W*ere  cither  of  the  traverscrsi,  Mr.  BitdtHt 
lli|mill»  or  Mr.  Delaho)de  tliere  f — No^ 

Did  you  ever  swear  t^iey  were  tkf  I 
never  did,  to  the  best  of  my  opjui 

If  you  ever  swore  they  were,  co 

\  ̂t\^— \  fi»^ » V  &^NM  %M«ire  lliey  * 
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If  jou  had  sworn  so  by  accidcnl,  you  would 
to  be  right,  for  then  you  would  have 

torn  both  ways. — ^I  did  not  swear  both  ways. 
So  the  plan  was,  to  disann  all  the  Protes- 
Its? 

Murphy.—lt  was  what  I  heard ;  and  I  be- 
lt ifl  belter  known  to  you  Ihaii  to  me. 

me  a  proper  question,  or  I  will  leave  you. 
Mr*  Curran,— Sit  down. 
Have  you  been  at  Trim  ?— I  was. 
Were  you  there  at  the  trial  ot  Mr.  Fay? — 

Ko ;  I  am  sure  I  was  nut  there. 
You  have   heard  of  Mr.  Fay  being  tried. 

Pray  had  you  any  acquaintance  with   Mr. 
Liynch  f — I  believe  you  got  more  hy  him  than 
Idid. 

Don't   you   think    htm   an    entcrlaining 
It  man?— He  gave  you  that  character. 

Don't  you  give  me  the  same? — No;  I  do 

Wert  you  a  Defender  ? — I  was. 

Did  you  get  any  orders  about  the  Protest- 
its?  Was  it  to  make  them  go  to  mass? — It 

IQ  pre? ent  them  going  either  one  way  or 
other. 

Was  it  to  kiU  them  f  Or  to  go  and  ask  them 
Aey  were  Protestants,  and  knock  them  on 
bead?— No. 

What  did  you  expect  then?— I  expected 
it  I  would  get  what  livings  you,  and  the 

le  of  you  have,  for  myself. 
What !    Did  you  mean  to  turn  counsellor  ? 

■If  I  got  Urnittf  1  don't  doubt  but  I'd  be  as 
'  a  counsellor. 

Was  it  your  scheme  to  knock  the  Protest- 
its  on  the  head,  and  that  you  and  your  com- 

ions  would  take  their  places  ? — Yes. 
I  suppose  you  intended  to  get  some  plea- 
mt  place;  a  bibhoprick  for  instance? — You 
rve  the  Court  occasion  to  laugh. 
IIow  soon  did  you  expect  the  French  ?  Did 

;y  come?— No;  they  did  not  come  :  if  they 
ime,  I  believe,  you  would  be  more  afraid 
lan  I ;  and  you  would  have  a  better  reason. 
Are  vou  sure  you  swore  at  Dundulk  about 
turselff     concerning   the    attack     on    Mr. 

I'Clintock's  house  .^  Say,  what  did  you  do 
icre  ? — 1  £taid,  I  fired  shots  in  at  the  house. 
Was  that  your  first  lime  of  being  cxaminwl 
Dundalk  ?— It  was. 
I  think  you  swore  you  were  brought  there 
second  and  third  time  ?— 1  was  not  a  third 

le. 
Was  not  a  gentleman  sent  to  gaol,  and  ar- 

Itg&ed  on  your  information? — There  might 
I  ten  or  fitly  to  do  it,  as  well. 
Can  you  form  a  belief?— I  cannot.    The 
mtlemcn.  justices,,  and   magi^lralcs  never 
ivc  roe  advice ;  but  left  me  to  do  as  I  pleased. 
Did  any  persons  speak  to  you  about  the 

rutions  ?— There  did.    The  Speaker  and 
lao  Uannan. 

Waa  that  any  considerable  time  after  you 
rere  examined  at  Dundalk?— It  was  not. 
Were  you  promised  any  thing  for  what  you 

|>tD  do,  or  in  conseauence  uf  actmg  your 
rellf  I  wwit  to  know  wbeD?»I  vim 
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not  promiicd  toy  thing  when  last  broughl 
down. 

Were  you  not  promised  tomcthing  for  what 
you  were  to  do  at  Dundalk  ?— I  was  not  pro- 

mised one  ballon ny- worth  of  bread. 
Were  you  not  in  gaol,  and  sent  for,  to  raak^ 

information  ? — I  was. 

Whom  did  you  charge  in  tlie  firsit  informa- 
tion?— I  charged  Kenny,  and  Trghe,  and 

Kin^. 

Did  you  make  the  information  befor*  % 
magistrate .? — I  did,  before  two. 
Whom  did  you  charge  in  the  second  in- 

formation ?— I  charged  the  traversers  here.     , 
Can  you  recollect  the  day? — No;  I  saw 

them  go  by  the  gaol  under  a  guard  of  horse. 
Was  Mr.  Delahoyde  taken  to  gaol  under  % 

guard  of  light  horse? — You  understand  gaolt( 
as  being  an  old  practitioner. 

Did  you  bear  that  he  was  taken  out  of  hii 

bed  at  1 1  o'clock  at  lught,  and  taken  to  Dub* 
liD  ?— Mr.  DcJahoyde  was  noL 

Did  you  hear  the  others  were  taken  to 
NewEate  ? — I  heard  so. 

Did  you  hear  they  remained  there  a  fort* 
niebt  f — I  believe  they  did. 

Will  you  point  out  the  day  ?^ — 1  cannot. 
Can  you  teO  the  day  of  the  meeting  at  Sho4 

ridan's?— I  cannot.  It  was  either  in  November 
or  December.    I  cannot  say  exactly. 

Was  Sheridan  there  ? — No  ;  he  was  not. 

ThomaM  ̂ farphy  cross-examined  by  Mr,  Black^ 
burnef  as  counsel  for  Matthew  Read. 

1  believe,  Mr.  Murphy,  I  had  the  pleastiro 

of  seeing  you  at  Dundalk?— I  had  the  plea^ sure  of  seeing  you. 

Had  vou  pleasure  in  it  ?— I  went  down  from 
the  table  very  well  pleased. 

A%  what  time  were  you  committed  to  gaolf 
— Either  upon  the  31st  of  October,  or  thtf 
Isl  of  September 

Can  you  swear  it  was  in  September? — No^ 
but  I  am  sure  of  October. 

This  business  happened  in  November  o* 
December  before  ? — Yes. 

So  you  roved  about  at  large  alt  that  timep 

Did  you  tell  the  people,  that  the  gentlemetf 
at  the  bar,  Mr.  Deknoydc  and  the  rest,  wer9 
to  murder  all  the  Protestants  ?— I  did  not. 

Did  you  toll  any  one  before  P — No  ;  beJ  i 
cause  if  I  had,  Fd  be  shot  in  the  streets  or  iif 

my  bed. 
Were  you  in  custody  when  you  swat0 

against  Kenny  ? — I  was. 
Did  you  swear  against  Smith  and  Grimesi 

sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  Dundalk  ?— I  dia not. 

Do  vou  know  Murtagh?—!  do,  s'mce  pml. 
to  gaol. 

Did  he  swear  against  Smith  and  Grimes  f 
— 1  believe  Murtagh  swore  a£&in8t  BomS 
people.     I  cannot  swear  that  he  did. 

Did  you  hear  he  swore  agii:  '     ti?— I did.    He  niieht  have  sworn  a  y.     I 

could  tell  of  fifty  Defend^t**  awvi  \vi\iw\^i\<3fak^ 
Thomas' %  ̂ \.*t  vck  \>\uAc^t » 
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Do  you  know  a  robber  by  hU  looks  P  did 
you  ever  look  at  yourself  in  a  elass  ?— If  I  was 
dressed  in  your  clothes,  Pd  look  better  tban 

you. Do  you  swear  that  vou'd  know  a  rol»1)er 
by  looking  at  him  ?— -I  do  not. 

Are  you  a  robber  ?— No. 
Don't  you  know  you  ara  conndered  a  rub- 

ber by  hearsay?— I  do;  but  show  me  ihe 
man  that  will  prove  it. 

Don*t  you  sometinies  boast  of  it  yourself? —I  do  not. 

Did  you  never  say,  here's  lame  Murphy  tiie 
robber,  that  robbed  the  priest  ?— I  did  not. 
•    When  did  you  swear  against  Kenny  ? — Some 
time  in  September  last. 
I  Are  you  sure  it  was  in  September  ?— I  be- 

lieve it  was,  before  Mr.  Sch<»les. 
Were  you  in  custody  when  you  swore  againsl 

Kenny  }—l  was. 
.i  You  say,  it  was  in  September;  wasitbe- 
fore  Michq^lmas  ?— It  was. 

The  reason  you  did  not  swear  before  was, 
that  you  were  afraid,  while  you  were  at  large  ? 
—I  had  a  good  right. 

Were  you  in  cuertody  till  after  Christmas, 
when  you  swore  against  Mr.  Bird  ?— It  was 
before  Christmas. 
•..How  long  was  it  from  the  time  you  swore 
till  he  was  taken  ?— About  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks;  and  I  am  sure,  it  was  before  Christ- 

Did  you  swear  against  him  before  Mr. 
Smith,  tne  mayor  ?»I  did. 

Why  did  you  wait  so  long  ?  were  you  not 
tipro  or  three  months  in  gaol  before  ?— I  can- 

not swear. 
What  do  you  believe  about  it  ? — ^I  caimot 

swear. 
What  did  you  swear  about  the  time — was 

pot  it  the  3 1  St  of  October  or  ist  of  September  ? 
— It  was  the  Slst  of  August  or  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember.    I  say  that  now. 

You  say,  vou  did  not  swear  against  the 
gentlemen  till  Christmas? — ^I  did  not  swear 
against  any  one  since. 

Couri.-^Did  you  swear  more  than  one  in- 
formation against  the  traversers  ?— I  swore 

ihree  informations  against  them. 
Court.— Can  you  recollect  the  time?— I 

cannot  write.  But  it  was  before  Christmas,  I 
swore  all  the  informations. 

Court. — Do  YOU  recollect  about  Deceifiber 

or  the  18th  of^ January  last?— Did  you  then 
twear  against  the  traversers.  Bird,  Hamill,  and 
Delaho>de  ? — I  cannot  swear  positively. 

Did  not  you  mention  the  charges  m  your 
information  ?-~I  did ;  and  I  know  more  now 
than  I  did  then,  but  111  not  mention  it. 

Court. — As  to  the  matter  on  trial,  did  you 
ever  swear  against  the  traversers  more  than 
once  ?— X  diiTa^inst  some  of  them ;  but  can- 

not swear  posiuvely  without  telling  a  lie. 
Court.— Try  to  recollect. 

.    WUneMs,—i  cannot,  I  might  know  then ; 
hut  hy  the  tossiiig  about,  I  cannot. 
youdidnotBwevJUlChmlmaBy  aiihou|]h 

Tri£tl  qf  James  Bird, 

you  knew  of  it  a  year  before  ?— I  do  not  swear 
It  was  a  year.    I  say,  it  was  about  a  year. 

Cflurf, — ^WUat  do  you  say  about  Mr.  Ha- 
ni ill »  and  the  rest  ?— -I  say  Mr.  Bird  gave  me  a 

crowti  once,  but  did  not  mfLOlion  •^ay  inteU' 
tion^ Did  you  ever  swear^  that  any  of  the  tn^ 
versers  gave  you  raoney  on  any  other  ocai* 

aion?— did  you  swear, 'that  any  committee 
gave  you  money? — Ho;  I  did  not,  I  gave tbem  money. 

For  what  reason  do  you  think  Mr.  Bird  gave 
you  the  money  f— It  was  a  dead  lime  of  the 
year,  and  I  was  in  a  distressed  situation. 

.4  Jiif©r.-*Did  you  ever  work  for  Mr. 
Bird  ?^ Never  but  once,  turnmg  some  roalt* 

Juror,— Did  he  owe  you  monty  at  the 
lime  ?— He  did  not. 

Why  did  you  apply  to  Mr.  Bird  ?— was  it 
becaitsr  you  work*?t]  for  him?— It  was  not. 
It  was  for  seeing  him  there ;  and  be  was  the 
first  I  met, 

Mr.  Attorney  Genera/.- With  jprft  d«^ 
ference  I  would  suggest  a  questioii  to  the 
C^urt— Why  he  did  not  first  disdsM  the whole  ? 

^•^aoi.— The  reason  was,  I  had  not  moeh 
influence  on  the  eentlemen ;  and  as  I  did  not 
know  them,  I  thought  it  better  to  wait  till 
another  time. 

Don't  you  know  more  now  than  yoa  nen 
to  disclose ?— you  reserve  it m peMoibr  ano- 

ther time  ?— I  do.  I  should  try  the  gtnde- 
men  first  before  I  tell  more. 

Court. — What  was  done  with  the  arms  you 
saw  brought  into  the  house  of  Read  ? — ^I  saw 
the  boxes  broken  with  stone  hammers,  and 
was  told  arms  were  to  be  given  to  every  man 
of  Tieman's  number. 

Were  the  captains  of  Defenders  placed  over 
different  numbers  ? — ^They  were. 

Did  they  ask  you  to  take  a  gun  ? — ^They 
did.  But  I  told  them  I  had  a  tetter  of  my own. 

Did  you  see  the  arms  distributed  ? — I  did 
not ;  but  I  heard  they  were. 

Did  you  ever  swear  they  were  distributed  ? — 1  did  not. 

Are  you  sure  ? — ^All  I  swore  was,  that  I  saw 
the  arms  taken  out  of  a  box  at  Tieman's,  and 
laid  against  the  wall;  they  were  wet  and 
rusty  with  the  salt  water ;  Tiernan  told  me, 
he  was  to  distribute  them  to  his  own  number. 
I  did  not  see  him  distribute  anv. 

Court. — I  should  be  glad  to  nave  the  mayor 
to  identify  the  examinations. 

Ralph  Smith,  esq.  Mayor  of  Drogheda,  sworn. 
— Examined  by  the  Court 

[The  examinations  of  Murphy  were  pro- 
duced.] 

Was  this  examination  of  Murphy  sworn 
before  you  ? — It  was,  niv  lord,  sworn  by  Tho- 

mas Murphy  on  the  table. . 

When  that  examination  was  sworn,  d*     ̂ * 
leadit  lotheexaminantf— I  did,two«i 
toMS,  finX  before  it  was  swoiii.  .     i 
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Did  Uif]  witness  make  no  objection  to  any 

ig  codlaincd  in  it  ?^No,  my  lord. 
Court, — In  Ibe  examination  he  says,  tliat 
Icr  Berrill  advised  the  attack  of  Mr.  M' 

liDtock'3  house,  they  all  gave  him  money  at 
Terent  times,   Mr.  Bird  particularly.     He 
rears  also,  that  when  he  went  lo  Annagassin, 
was  told  the  arms  came  from  France,    and 
It  they  were  distributed  gratii  to  several 

defenders.   He  swears  besides, that  he  helped 
escort  some  to  the  house  of  Patrick  liei' 

at  Turfeckan. 

Thamct  Murphy*t  examination  resumed. 
Court' — What  do  you  say  as  to  the  roouey  ? 
•I  never  got  money  from  any  of  them  but  Mr. 
lird. 

jl /«ror,— Did  any  of  the  committee  give 
you  money  before? — Is  it  before  the  meet- 

log  at  Tiernan's  ? ""  Juror,    Yes, 
Witnas.—l  say  I  never  got  any  money  in 

of  that  night's  meeting. 
^yth£*am€. — Did  you  ever  get  money  from 

ly  other  ? — I  do  not  remember. 
Court. — Is  it  a  thing  you  might  have  for- 
jt? — I  could  not. 

rrjiarrf  Grimes  sworn. — Examined  by  Mr, 
M'Cnrtncy. 

*Wcfu  you  one  of  the  people  called  Defenders 
November,  1792  ? — I  was. 
What  religion  do  you  profess  ? — ^Thc  Ro- 
in  Catholic, 

Were  you  acquainted  willi  Defenders,  in 
lis  town,  of  your  religious  persuasion? — I 

Were  you  ever  present  at  a  meeting  of 
theirs  iji  this  town  f^l  was,  in  the  months  of 
September  and  November,  1792, 

bo  you  know  that  the  description  of  per- 
ms called  Defenders,  intended  to  dispossess 

le  Protestants  of  their  arras  ? — Yes. 

In  what  counties.' — In  Louth  and  Droe- 

heda.  
^ 

Do  you  know  for  what  purpose?— It  was 
in  order  to  destroy  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  pay  no  tythes  or  taxes. 

Had  they  any  other  intention  ?— They  had. 

They  told  me  and  every  man  listed  as  a  cap- 
tain of  Defenders,  that  we  should  get  weekly 

money,  until  we  should  get  arms  from  abroad. 
Do  you  know  any  of  the  traversers  at  tlie 

bar  F — I  know  Matthew  Read  for  one- 
Was  he  a  Defender  ? — He  was. 

Can  you  mention  any  one  clae? — James 

J      Bird. 
^H  Was  he  a  Defender?— He  was. 
^H  Any  one  else  ?— RoRcr  Hamill. 
^V  Was  he  a  Defender  ?— He  was. 
^^^Canyou  niention  any  others? — Yea,  Patrick 

^Hp*CaY  and  Patrick  Kenny. 
^^B  Wo  he  a  captam  of  Defenders  ?««Yes. 
^H  Any  other  persons?— Bartholomew  Walsh. 
^H  Was  he  a  Defender  ? — He  was. 
^B  Do  you  see  any  other   person    that  yon 

know  to  have  bteii  a  Defender  ?~No. 

You  say  you  were  a  captain  of  Defenders? 
—Yea. 

Were  you  applied  to  by  any  person  of  thai 

body?"Yes. 
By  whom? — By  James  Devitl. 
Who  is  he? — He  was  one  of  their  head 

commanders  in  the  county  of  Louth. 
Was  there  a  committee  of  Defenders  in 

this  town  ? — There  was. 
Were  the  committee  coropetait  to  swegt 

persona  in  ? — They  were. 
Do  you  know  any  person  of  that  commit- 

tee in  this  town  ?—!  do. 
Were  any  of  the  traversers  of  that  commit- 

lee  ? — They  were  there. 
Were  the  several  persons  at  the  bar,  all  of 

them  there  ?— They  were. 
Were  you  one  of  the  committee? — I  was. 
Were  you  ever  present  at  their  meetings  ?■ — 

I  was. 
Where  did  tliey  assemble? — ^In  the  house 

of  Bartholomew  Waii»h. 
Is  it  in  town  ? — Yes. 
Did  they  assemble  at  any  other  house ?—> 

They  did,  at  Peter  Cahill's. Do  Cahill  and  Walsh  keep  public  hou#8  ? 
They  do. 

Were  they  Defenders  ? — They  were. 
Court.— Is  that  Walsh  at  the  bar?— Yef, 

my  lord. Did  the  committee  meet  at  any  other  house? 
— They  did,  at  the  bouse  of  James  Sheridan, 
in  Laurence- street. 

Do  you  know  of  the  traversers  meeting  as  » 
comruittec  in  the  house  you  have  namedJastP —I  do. 

Were  you  present? — ^I  was. 
In  what  part  of  the  house  did  they  meet  * 

W^as  it  above  or  below  f — above. 
In  what  manner  did  they  sit  ?— They  sat 

round  about  as  yon  do  here,  on  chairs. 
For  what  purpose  did  they  meet  ? — To 

give  orders  to  me  and  the  like  of  mc,  what 
measures  we  should  take  as  captains  of  the 
Defenders. 

Were  you  present  when  the  orders  were 

given  to  the  captains  of  the  Defenders  ? — And 
in  what  month  ?^ — I  was-  and  it  was  in  the 
months  of  September  and  November. 

What  orders  were  given  in  those  months  ? 
— Uo  you  recollect  particularly  the  day  or  the 

house?— I  do.  They  met  at  Cahili's  house 
in  September. 

Were  you  and  the  traversers  present? — 
They  were. 

Did  they  sit  as  a  committee  of  Defenders, 
to  give  arms  to  the  Defenders  ? — They  did>  in 

September,  t792. 
Who  brought  you  there? — Patrick  Kenny. 

W^as  he  a  captain  of  Defenders? — He  was. 
What  orders  were  given  to  Patrick  Kenny  ? 

— The  orders  that  every  man  sworn  al  that 
time  got,  waj,  that  weekly  money  should 
be  given  to  those  sworn  in,  to  get  arms  from 
abroad* 

From  what  cotmtry  ?— From,  FrwoRt-* 

His  tVYTCcViorvs-wett^Vi  ^^Vtow^^:.^  Srorav'^*. 

Defenders  to  ̂ f:\  ̂ tm^^.— ^^^^  ̂ «^* 
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nuing  disturbances  P— I  do. 
Were  there  dtetnrbMiecs  ttt  tint  lifM  in 

Lemh  wd  Drogheda  r«»^Tliir8  %*cre. 
Was  foreion  aid  expecled  ?*-*W<e  #era  m^ 

ausedit 
Who  promised  itP— The  fenlleineii  at  <ltt 

>ar,  Jawcs  Bui,  Hoger  if iwiH  and  Maltliew 
Bead. 

Did  foil  iNal  tbcM  speak  of  fcctlgn  aid  r— 
I  did. 

Did  TOO  hMT  tiiem  say  ferwhat  pvrpese? 
—They  said  it  was  to  back  the  Detedera. 

De  you  kaow  ef  any  atlwr  eidei«f-*4  it. 
What  were  they  ?— The  seoead  order  was 

to  Irise  the  arms  of  the  Protestams. 
Wese  the  tot  ocdcrs  to  raise  money  for 

the  purchase  of  arms  P— They  were. 
For  what  pui)»ose  P— It  was^  T0  dmh^  the 

Froitttant  reiigum  or  gH  their  eMli,-«<4hey 
said,  that  the  Frntatamtt  wire  Itmg  ̂ Mmtgh 
moer  thmtf  ami  ik4mU  be  §9  Ho  kmger. 

Do  you  know^  was  there  any  money  levied 
jbgr  Dm  captains  mpursuanee  of  the  oraersf — Toerewas. 

DidyottiaiseiDyP-«€did;  but  did  net  re- 
mit. 
Tnm  whom  did  you  get  it  ?— Fronk  setend 

IB  the  oouBtfy  ̂   oan  mentioa  a  hnn- 
wen. 

Court. — ^Did  you  get  much  money  in  this 
manner?--!  got  about  seven  or  eight  pounds. 

A  Jmror^^^ta  it  for  the  Defenders  ?— No, 
sir,  it  was  for  arms. 
Do  you  know,  were  arms  brought  from 

abroad  ?«*I  do. 
Did  you  oversee  any  P-— No;  but  I  heard  so. 
Do  you  recollect  anv  other  orders  given  at 

any  other  times  P<-»I  do. 
bid  you  say,  that  the  first  committee  swore 

ny  persons  attendinur  that  were  not  mem- 
bers?-—I  did  not  l^y  would  not  be  ad- 

mitted barring  they  belonged  to  it. 
Did  you  hc«r  any  thing  about  the  soldiers, 

IB  the  committee  !-*-No ;  I  did  not. 
Yous^,  there  were  risings  and  disturbances 

in  the  countiy  at  that  period  ?— There  were. 
Do  yoH  sa^y  the  geiwemen  at  the  bar  were 

ef  the  committee  that  directed  the  proceedings 
of  the  insurgents  ?— I  do. 

A  Jaror.— Name  the  persons  concerned. 
YFifMM^— James  Bird. 
Do  you  swear  positively  that  be  was  a 

member  of  the  committee,  that  directed  the 
DefinidcrsP— I  do. 

Who  elsef— Rory  HamiU. 
Who  else  P— Matthew  Read. 
Was  he  one  of  the  members  that  directed 

th^  prooeedinis  N— He  was. 
Who  dse  P— FMrick  Kenny. 
Who  eke  P— Baithotomew  Walsh. 
Any  one  else  ̂ — I  dont  see  any  other. 
Do  you  take  on  yourself  positively  to  swear, 

rhat  those  gentlemen  were  of  that  committee 
ih»ida9CtMth$pnct9^pifiXhnl)9kakx%i 

OrioMal^ 

iptaii 

Wte 

iA  tlovwr^-^Whara  dsoa  Potet  OMSL  fire 
in  town  P-«*4a  WeslHiliotL 
DoyomofloBottoHymentiotiaiadiciiic 

elnirek  at  that  MMttagf-^Tbtto  «iib 
What  was  the  pniljportP-^Itwai  to  flMitk 

the  ProteslMita  fliid  a^dieiriB  at  Amtell  Mill 
thebanracks. 
What  did  tiM7  iBtand  by  tfaisr^H  mm 

iaid^thatapirtarof  Deftttdbrsaon  to  mil 
the  soldiers  ana  Ftotesamtsiilehaniii  «d 
another  party  was  to  go  to  the  kamdm^  aai 
takethearms. 

Why  dldyou  prefer  attacking  them  to  the 
church  P~W*s  there  any  reftsoh,  My  pm, 
irould  painicalarly  choose  to  albdl  tttia 
thereP-^The  renoo  was  hocaaio  tb^  bad not  their  arms. 

A  Jmror^Did  you  hear  thi»  talkoi  of  at 
the  committeo  laore  thaiioaeePM(  board  it^ 
when  the  meeting  was  held  at  CabflVli  ia 
West  street 

CfOsff^xamined  by  Mh  Ftrntmbf, 

Mr.  Orimeo^  your  nam^  it  Bomari^  I  be- 
lieve P — ^It  is. 

An  /on  brother  to  Patrick 
lam. 

Is  he  hanged  yet  P— No. 
Was  he  not  capitally  convicted  of  bdng  a 

in  of  Defenders  P—He  was. 
hy  has  not  ho  beea  hangedK-Qy  tbo 

interest  of  the  gentlemen,  I  suppose. 
Pray,  wefo  not  yoo  oonvicted  of  sobk  of> 

fence  yourself? — I  was. 

Were  you  pardoned  P  —  I  was  not  I 
was  only  laid  down  for  two  months  imprison- 
ment 

What  were  you  tried  for  P — As  a  captain  of 
Defenders,  and  heading  a  riotous  mob. 

You  enlisted  I  believe  ? — I  did. 
And  deserted  ? — I  did. 
Pray,  give  me  leave  to  ask,  at  what  period 

you  became  a  committee-maa  ? — ^It  was 
time  in  1792  that  I  got  articles. 

Those  articles,  I  suppose,  were  your 
mission  ?— 'it  was. 

Have  you  it  about  you  ?— No ;  I  have  not. 
What  (lid  you  do  with  it  P—I  gave  it  to  tfao 

^ntlenian. To  what  gentleman?— To  Ralpfa  Smithy 
mayor  of  Drogheda, 

At  what  time  ?— Some  time  in  January. 

How  long  were  you  a  commfttee-mao  P— 
From  the  tome  I  got  the  articles  till'  my  im* 
prisonment Were  yon  at  a  meeting  of  the  eomndtlde  P —I  was. 

How  did  you  get  your  bread  beibee^-By 

my  trade. What  trade?— A  weaver. 

Were  you  made  a  captain  at  ones,  befiie 
you  filled  any  inferior  sution  ? — I  wis. 

Were  you  admitted  into  the  committal?— 
I  wao  adooitted  when  captain. 
Were  other  persons  admittodf -«-ntlo 

tifW 
Can  :iQa%sa  what 
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tectf — I  can  kU  who  were  admitlcO  at  Uiat 
lime. 
Who  were  the  persons  adiuiUed  ? — Several 

genUeraen  in  die  town  of  Droglieda  wer«  atl- 
mittcd. 

Were  all  "gentlemen  wimilted  as  w«U  as 
G*pUins  ?^-N(»  ■  pTice^t  of  that  &iil«. 

Then  %\\  genliemen  Defenders  were  td- 
mitted  ? — They  were. 

Do  you  know  any  iliing  of  captain  Thomas 

Murpny  ? — 1  don't  know  any  such  oapUiri. Did  you  see  the  man  that  was  ex&mined 
hcre»  at  the  committee?— He  wa*. 

Can  you  recollect  the  time  when  you  be- 
came first  acquainted  with  the  practices  of 

the  Defenders? — I  can  recollect  the  lime* 
It  was  in  Spring,  1791* 

Do  you  recollect  the  time  when  you  lirsl 
give  ififoriTtation  against  the  committee- 
men?— I  can. 

Wbco? — It  was  some  time  in  December  or 
November,  1793. 

Do  you  mean  last  December  ? — Ves,  sir. 
Wliat  made  you  zive  information  last  De- 

cember or  November  ? — It  was  in  regard  to 
tns  own  safety. 
Why  not  before  ?  — Because  I  thought 

Ihejr  would  stand  true  and  loyal  to  each 
other  as  before ;  but  I  saw  they  did  not 

Why  did  you  think  your  own  safety  con- 
cerned in  it  ?— I  was  not  positive  sure  whe- 

ther or  not. 

I  do  not  understand  that.  Explaio,  what 
made  you  think  your  own  safety  concerned 
one  way  or  the  other ;  and  why  you  ttwught 
the  information  necess^ary  ?» Because  I  never 
aaw  many  hurted  that  did  so, 

And  so^  because  you  never  saw  many 
burtod  that  did  »o,  you  thought  it  nece&^ry 
for  your  safety  f — What  do  you  mean  by  that? 
— *Bccausc  I  never  saw  any  of  the  approvers 
hurted. 

You  turned  approver,  because  approvers 
were  not  hurted  ? — I  turned  approver,  because 
IB  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Were  any  other  persona  at  thai  meeting 
boflidet  the  person;^  you  mentioned  ?— There 

Whvdid  you  not  give  information  against 
the  others  as  well  as  them  ?-^If  all  were  pre* 

sot  by  I  would  tell  you. 
You  gave  information  before  the  magis* 
  \  of  the  county  of  this  town  ?— I  did. 
Why  did  you  contint  it  to  these  gentlemen? 

—I  £«w  several  at  that  mectitig;  but  they 
afc  nut  liere. 

How  came  you  not  to  |ive  information 
«9M)at  them,  as  well  as  against  the  persons 
here  ?— I  did,  ai^Dft  several  others. 

Where  arc  they  ? — 1  don't  know. 
Are  iliey  prosecuted?— I  did  not  hear. 
Where  do  they  live?  — In  the  coimty  of 

Lomh,  and  town  of  Drogheda. 
Where  do  they  live  now  ?  What  do  you 

believe?^!  am  not  positive  sure. 
I>6  not  jrou  believe  they  are  at  home  now  P 

-I  can't  tell.  They  may  be  either  hero  or 
I  don't  kuQw  whether  or  not 

Do  not  you  belie¥8  iliey  are  either  ai  home 
or  here  ?^Thoy  WMf  be  cither  here  or  at 
home. 

Court, — Cannot  you  form  a  belief  where 
they  are  ?— My  lord,  1  cannot  telL 

C'ourL — Cannot  you  form  a  belief? — I  dunft 
know,  my  lord. 

Do  not  you  believe  ihay  hved  in  the  town 

long  after  you  gave  tho  iuformaiion  ? — ^Ttiey 
were. 

Pray,  air,  ai  you  are  so  well  acqu»nlicd 
with  a^airti  from  the  year  1791  to  this  period, 
di«l  you  hear  of  nnany  mcetmgs  of  llomaji  Ca- 

tholics in  this  town  ?-^I  did. 
Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Bird  and  Mr. 

Ham  ill  were  active  about  the  Uoman  Catholic 

business,  and  of  resolutions  bciiig  published 
in  the  newspapers  ? — 1  did. 

Court. — What  were  the  meetings  of  the 
Catholics  about  ?— It  was  about  the  Eoman 
bill,  and  their  petition  to  government. 

Can  you  read  ? — I  can. 
Did  you  ever  read  of  Mr.  Bird's  of  Mr. 

Uamill'fi  names  in  the  newspapers  ?— I  did. 
Did  you  hear  of  a  meeting  of  the  Romaii 

Catholics  in  Dublin,  or  what  waa  called  tbeir 
convention  ? — I  did. 

They  were  appointed  delegates  to  that 
meeting  ? — They  were. 

They  were  very  active  ? — They  were. 
When  the  coiuntuttee  met  at  Sheridan*§ 

and  Cahill's  house,  had  they  drink? — No; 
lliey  had  not 

In  what  room  in  Shcridan*i  houie  waa  the 
meeting  held  f — In  aback  room  up  stairs. 

liow  many  pair  of  stairs  ?— *I  cannot  teli^ 

nor  I  won't. 
How  many  pair  up  ?^I  can't  tell. 
What  rooiii  in  Cahill's  house  did  they  sit  in  f 

— In  a  room  fronting  the  street. 

How  many  pair  of  stairs  up  ?— I  can* 
tell. 

Cannot  you  tell  how  high  up? — ^It  wti$ 
the  first  room  when  you  go  up,  tronting  the 
street. 

Do  you  recollect  what  furniture  waa  in  the 

room,  at  .Sheridan's  f — There  were  some 
chain,  a  tabfe  and  a  bed.  I  believe  thert 
was  a  chest. 

Do  you  recollect  what  furniture  was  at 
CahilVs  ?— There  itvit  chairs  and  a  round  table. 
It  wa»  a  decent  looking  place. 

Do  you  recollect,  at  what  hour  they  met? 
— Amys  in  the  evening  on  Sundays  or  holi- 

day i.    They  went  one  by  one. 
Do  you  recollect,  how  many  people  used 

to  be  there,  when  they  all  met?— I  cannot telL 

To  the  best  of  your  belief?— I  never  took 
an  account  of  the  number.  There  were  8evo> 
ral  people. 

Do  you  think  there  were  30  or  40  ?  Thkik 
what  ntiinlwr? — The  room  could  not  hola 
many.    Not  as  many  as  you  thmk. 

How  many  do  you  think  ?    Were  there  SO 

at  any  meeting?    Were  ihftte,  1Q  ̂ "nwoaP 

prcsedi  al  ai\^  wtat^— '^^^^^ofc'V^:'^**  ^^'^^ of  people. 
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You  sa;  several  gentlemen  uS€<]  to  go  to 
the  meeting  that  are  not  here  I — Yes, 

Will  vou  name  some  ofthe  geatlemen that 
used  to  tje  there  I — 1  will. 

Mr-  Fonionh^, — Name  every  man  you 
know. 

WUnm.—Thtr^  was  Roddy  Hamill,  James 
Birdt  Matthew  Read,  Peter  Cahill,  Philip 

Du%,  P^r  M'Cay,  John  Benitl 
Mr.  Attorney  GtncraL^^Hv  lord,  with 

great  deference,  I  must  object  to  any  farther 
disciosure  of  names  of  persona  not  on  their 
trial.  Throughotil  the  circuit  it  has  bt^n  the 
custom  to  stop  such  proc^tngs  in  HmiTte. 
If  permiltcd,  it  might  throw  iiiiputatioas  ou 
ianocent  persons,  and  furnish  ttie  guilty  an 
opporlunily  to  fiy. 

Cotirf ,—  I  object  to  ask  him  any  more  of 
the  particular  persona  there. 

air.  Pffiwdlly. — My  lord,  my  oUjecl  is,  to 
have  tbem  couf routed  with  the  evidence. 

You  are  sure,  Jaraes  Birtl,  Roger  liamill, 
and  other  persons  gave  you  directions^  to  get 
money  for  the  Defenders,  which  you  kept  and 
did  not  give  up  ?— They  did. 

[low  mut^h  money  did  you  get  from  each 
person  ?— I  got  according  to  their  ability. 
You  were  ordered  to  get  a  ahiUing  from 

one,  balf-a-crown  from  another,  and  so  on  for 
the  purpose  of  buying  arms  in  France  ? 
And  I  bat  was  said  m  thecommittce  ? — It was. 

Is  Mr.  Bird  a  rich  or  a  poor  man  F^^I  hear 
he  is  a  rich  man. 

Is  Mr.  lUmill  considered  a  man  of  wealth? 

—Yes ;  the  same  as  the  other. 
Do  not  you  think,  if  they  wanted  arms^ 

they  could  lay  out  their  money  without  dia^ 
closing  their  plan  lo  so  many ;  and  that  it 
would  be  safer  than  to  send  such  a  number  of 

people  about,  collecting  money  ? — 1  do. 
Were  not  they  fightm^  in  France  at  that 

time,  and  do  not  you  thmk  the  arms  would 

be  wanting  for  Iheir  own  use? — Do  you 
titink  they  were  cheaper  there? — I  was 
told  90. 

What  gaol  were  you  sent  first  to  after  your 
return  from  England  ?— I  was  sent  first  to 
Drogheda  when  taken,  and  afterwards  trans- 
milled  to  Dundalk. 

Did  you  give  inlbrmation  of  these  matters^ 
when  first  sent  to  Dundalk  gaol,  or  in  Drog- 
heda?— I  did  not. 

Did  you  bear  the  FrcncTn  were  to  come  ?^ 
And  do  not  you  tliink  tbey  are  very  gpod 
fellows,  and  would  give  you  arms  ?— 1  hefieve 
aeveral  parts  of  France  are  not  under  the 
Eoman  mhs. 

What  do  you  mean  by  being  under  rules  ? 
*-l  can't  give  any  reason. 

Does  not  it  seem  odd,  if  the  French  were 
£Ood  friends,  that  they  would  demand  money 
tor  arms  ?— It  does  seem  a  I i tile  odd. 

You  say,  your  broiher  was  capiiaUy  con- 
vict^ at  Dundalk  ? — Ho  was. 

Did  your  tffoiher  rocelvc  hiH  pardoe  before 
your  iafbrmAtha  ?-^l  behevc  mA. 
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What  crime  were  you  convicted  of  f— Fot 
bejng  captain  ofthe  Defenders,  and  heading  a 
riotous  mob. 

Were  you  discharged  from  Duodalkf^l 
was  brought  to  enlist  and  sent  abroad  ;  but 
did  not  go  voluntarily. 

You  say  among  other  persons  present  at 

the  meeting,  you  saw  Mr.  M'Cay  1 — Can. 
yott  point  hini  out? — ^I  can. 

[Here  Ihc  witness  identified  Mr.  M'Caj in  court.] 

Look  about;  do  you  see  any  more  ?^I  can't see  any  more. 

Croas-esamined  by  Mr,  Dobhs,  couamI  for 
Bartholomew  Wn[$K 

Bid  you  ever  get  any  ihiug  as  an  approver  f 

—No, 

Who  purchased  that  coat  ?^My  owm money. 

Who  made  it  ?— Patrick  Tiemwi,  tailor* 

Who  bought  the  cloth  ?^-Tieriiaii. 
You  said  you  paid  for  the  coal  yourself? — 

Did  you  give  the  money  to  Tiernan  lapy 

fori!?— 1  did. 
And  paid  him  for  making  it  ?— I  did. 

Examined  by  the  Oturt. 

You  sa^j  at  the  meeting  you  describe^ 
Bird^  Uamill,  Read  and  Walsh  were  present  f 
—I  do. 

Do  you  knoWp  wbelhcr  any  of  the  othex 
persons  are  on  trial  besides  ?— I  do  not* 

CquH, — Lof;k  at  the  dock,  and  see, 
A  Jaror.— Name  ihera. 

If'i/rtcsj.— There  is  Patrick  Kenny,  Mat- 
thew Read,  Bartholomew  Walsh,  Roger  H»- 

mill,  and  James  Bird. 
Is  there  any  other  person  in  or  about  the 

dock,  that  you  saw  at  the  meetiogs  F— There 
is  not,  my  lord. 
Do  you  know  any  other  of  the  men  on 

trial  besides  those  you  have  named  f — ^1  do 
not. 

[The  clerk  of  the  crown  l>emg  ordered  by 
the  court  to  read  the  names  of  the  Irs- 
versers,  read  the  names  of  Roger  HamiU^ 
James  Bird,  Cai^imir  Ueiahoydc,  Patrick 
Tie rn an  and  Bartholomew  Walsh.] 

Did  you  ever  see  Delahoydc  or  Tiernan  at 
the  meetings^  or  any  persons  of  that  name^ 
^I  did  not,  my  lord, 

tWrt.— Let  Delalioyde  and  Tieman  stsod forward. 

Did  you  ever  swear  examinations  seainsi 
cither  of  those  persons  ?— I  did  in  Dro^eda, 
for  taking  oaths  m  the  county  of  Louth. 

Did  you  ever  swear  against  eithei  of  ibcmr 
for  any  other  offence  besides  taking  the  oath^  ? 
—I  did  not  my  lord. 

I  tbmk  you  said  you  never  saw  either  of 
them  at  any  of  the  meetings  you  have  meo- 

tioned  ?— I  did  not,  my  lord,  lee  either  of  f  *  " at  the  meetings. 

When  did  you  swear  against  Ti 
tendering  tiie  oaths  2— Some  timi  if 

,ber|tT93.     ̂   Ji^ 
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Did  ̂ ou  ever  swear  against  TiernaQ  at  aoy 
Lolher  time  ?— I  did  not. 

d  you  ever  swear,  that  Patrick  Tiernan 
a  tnember  of  ihc  committee  you  *poke 

>f  ?— I  did  not. 
Or  atiy  person  ̂ f  that  name  ? — No. 
Do  yuu  know  Patrick  Tiernan  well  ? — I  do. 
Where  die?  he  live  ? — At  Turfeckan, 
Did  you  ever  know  him  to  l*e  at  any  of  the 
jmroiltees?-— I  did  not. 
Did  you  ever  swear  he  was?— No, my  lord. 
Do  you  write  your  name  ? — I  do,  my  lord, 

[Grimes's  examination  sworn  before  Alder- 
man Harman  lieing  produced,  and  his  sig- 

nature  being  shown  to  him,  he  acknow- 
lettged  it  to  be  his  writing.] 

Is  tliat  the  examination  sworn  by  you  I — 
It  is,  my  lord. 

..... 

Mr.  Harman,  do  you  know  that  paper? — It the  esianiiciaiion  of  Bernard  Gnmes  taken 

)y  me. 
Of  that  person  on  the  table  truly  ?— Truly 

Bernard  Grime«*f  examination  continued. 
You  have  never  seen  Tiernan  at  any  of  the 
^etin£%  nor  sworn  you  did  ?  — I  did  no:. 
Could  you  have  done   so  and  forgot  ?^l 
iver  swore  against  him  for  being  at  a  cotn- 
Htte«. 
Ctfcirf  to  the  CUrk  of  the  Crown. — There  are 
iroes  in  this  exami.  ation  that  ought  not  to 
;  read.  Head  the  examination,  omitting  the 
kmes  of  all  hut  the  lraverj»er!*. 
The  following  extract  from  the  examina^ 
m%  was  ri'ad  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown : — 
That  he,  Bernard  Crimes*  had  been  a 

smber  of  the  Roman  Catholic  committee 

Biting  in  Droirheda  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
ruing  the  Protestant  religion  and  govern- 

ieot»Sfc  —That  Patrick  Tiernan  ofTurfeckan 
the  county  of  Louth  was  a  member  of  the 
miittec,  and  &een  by  the  examinant  either 
the  hou^e  of  CahilJ,  Sheriddn^  or  WuMk 
Court  — That   is  enough.       The  examina- 

ion  statc«»  all  the  committee.     Did  you  ever 
rear  tlint  ?->I  did  not,  my  lord. 
Court. — You  may  go  down. 
[Here  the  case  for  the  Prosecution  rested.] 

DcFEMce. 

Mr.  C«rran.— Being  counsel  for  the  tfa- 
^rs  Mr,  Bird,  Mr.  Hamill  and  Mr.  Dela- 

>yde,  now  on  trial,  I  find  it  necessary,  with- 
it  proceeding  farther,  to  offer  to  your  lord- 
lip  and  lhis»  very  respectable  jury,  some  ge- 

lerral  objicrvations  on  the  extraordinary  case 
f%f  my  clients,  and  the  singular  preposterous* 

of  the  char^f^Ei  in  this  accusation,  as  laid 
before  you  m  evidence. 

It  is  an  accusuiion,  that  of  its  nature  must 
i&volvQ  a  tUck  degree  of  enormity  in  any 

^"untT^,     It  implied*  a   criminal  mtcntion, 
lich  if  earned  iaio  cScct  jousc  ioose/i  every 
roi,  XXV. 

bond  of  soetety,  and  nlunge  that  country 
which  should  unhappily  be  the  theatre  of  aucn 
atrocity  into  tiic  most  inconceivable  state  of 
calaRiity  and  wretchedness;  no  matter  bow 
rich  and  prosperous  might  be  its  previous  con- 

dition. Th':j  existence  of  a  i^tate  is  like  the 
existence  of  life  in  man  \  and  to  take  exis- 

tence from  the  political  body  is  similar  to 
taking  the  Ufc  of  an  inriividual ;  with  thisdif^ 
ference,  that  the  consequence  of  tlie  one  ii 
so  vastly  superior  to  that  of  the  other,  tbftt 
to  determine  the  proportionate  criminality 
would  be  as  visionary  as  impossible. 

The  charge  agamst  my  clients  is^that  ihej 
are  enemies  to  their  country  and  its  govern- 

ment;—that  they  arc  adver<«  to  its  settle- 
ment, its  peace  and  its  prosperity  \ — that  they 

have  formed  plans  to  spread  general  discon< 
1ent»  confusion  and  divisions,  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  advantages  derived  to  the 
nation  from  a  state  of  wetT  ordered  tranquil- 
hty ; — and  that  for  carrying  such  an  abomi- 

nable project  into  execution^  they  have  em- 
ployed for  their  agents  the  greate:>t  miscreants m  society ! 

It  is  that  sort  of  guilt,  at  countenincing 
which,  every  man  of  cTiaraclcr  and  sensibility 
must  recoil.  But  it  is  for  you  genllemen^  to 
consider,  that  an  offence  of  such  great  enor- 

mity is  not  li  ehtly  to  be  believed,  and  requiret 
to  be  proved  by  the  strongest  evidence. 

It  is  not  uiy  inlentton  at  present  to  enter 
into  any  very  minute  observations  on  the 
evidence  which  has  been  this  day  laid  before 
you ;  if  that  shall  be  necessary,  one  of  the 
[earned  geatlemcn  here,  will  do  so. 

There  are  few  general  circumstances  upon 
which  to  observe  from  the  facts  related  in 
evidence.  The  state  o\  the  country  for  some 
time  past,  and  particularly  the  state  of  that 
body  of  your  fellow- suhjecu  agairtst  whom 
suspicion  and  cahimny  seem  to  have  been 
directed,  arc  circumstances  that  must  here  be 
observed  upon,  and  cannot  fail  of  exciting  in 
}Quv  minds  some  of  (he  tendere&l  feelings. 

In  last  year's  parHament^  one  of  the  most 
glorious  triumphs  that  ever  thi*  country  wit- 

nessed, was  obtained  by  that  body,  over  the 
blackest  prejudice  and  injustice,  exasiperated 
by  imaginury  wrongs.  That  fatal  disunion, 
from  which  for  centuries  great  individual 
calamity  and  public  disquietude  had  arisen^ 
had  the  axe  laid  to  its  root  hy  the  senate  of 
the  nation.  And  there  was  no  good  man  ia 
the  community,  who  did  not  look  to  the  con- 

sequences of  it  to  be,  the  security  of  the 
peace,  industry  and  happiness  of  the  country^ 
and  an  exemption  from  the  calamities  o!  the* 
nations,  around  us. — Upon  such  a  jjreat  occa- 

sion, there  must  necessarily  Le  diversity  nf 
opinions ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tliat  pre- 

judices are  not  yet  removeitfrom  peisons  of  a 
lower  description. 

There  was  at  that  time,  an  obloquy  thrown 

out  against  the  committee  of  out    v,'a.vVv*c!\Sfc 
brethreu  m\.Uv\^^iBv^A\vv\— V^mV  \  ̂ \\tv^8.  \xv 

the  pt«a^sw;tgfak^t\i\ftb\aJU\^>ikrj  ̂ \i^^\^N»i^ 
3D 
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taut  judge,  and  I  say,  thai  in  hlslory  there  is 
no  €  Trample  of  any  such  pfioceediag  being 
carried  on  with  more  decorous  tranquillity 
and  strictly  legal  propriety.  Their  orderly > 
decent  and  respectful  perse veraoce  was 
crowned  with  thai  success,  whicb,  it  wus  ima- 

gined»  would  confer  huppioess  on  themselves, 
and  on  whose  who  were  to  come  after  them. 
It  was  exjiecieiL  the  disturbances  which  had 
been  occasioned  by  a  ruinous  system  of  lavr, 
would  be  done  away ;  and  that  there  would 
be  a  coalition  of  all  parties,  formed  into  one 
united  phabnjt,  and  feeling,  that  their  country 
fcould  never  be  prosperous  or  happy,  without 
a.  general  participation  of  freedom  to  all  its 
peopk, 

A  privileged  order  in  a  state,  may  in  some 
sort,  be  compared  to  a  solitary  individual 
separated  from  the  socleW,  and  unaided  by 
the  reciprocal  converse,  aifecttous,  or  support 
af  his  fellow  men.  It  is  like  a  tree  standing 
singly  on  a  hi|h  hill,  and  cjipused  to  the  rude 
concussionsof  every  varying  blast,  devoid  of 
fruit  or  foliage.  If  you  plant  trees  around  it 
tothadc  it  from  the  inclemency  of  the  blight- 

ing tcu)]>est,  and  secure  to  it  its  adequate 
Bupply  ot  sun  and  moisture^  it  quickly  assumes 
aH  the  hisuriance  of  vegetation,  and  proudly 
rean  its  head  aloft,  Tortifiert  against  the 
nojuous  gales  which  agitate  and  wither  the 
unprotected  brambles  lying  without  the  verge 
0f  the  plantation. 

Upon  this  princij^e  acted  the  dying  man, 
whose  family  liad  been  disturbed  by  domestic 
contentions.  Upon  his  death-bed  he  calls 
his  children  around  him ; — he  orders  a  bundle 
of  twigs  to  be  brought;— he  has  them  untied; 
—he  gives  to  each  of  them  a  single  twig; — he  orders  them  to  be  broke:  and  jt  is 

done  with  facihty, — He  next  orders  the 
twigi  to  be  unttea  in  a  bundle,  and  orders 
eacb  of  them  to  try  their  strength  upon  it, 
-"They  shrink  from  the  task  as  impassible. 
<■— Thus,  my  children  (continued  the  old  man) 
il  if  UNION  alone  that  canrenderyoti  secure 
igainAt  the  attempts  of  your  enemies,  and 
f  reserve  yon  in  that  state  of  happiness  which 

wish  you  to  enjoy. 
Such  shouM  be  the  effects  of  the  Hberly 

conferred  by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
^rliament ;  and  such  I  believe  they  would 
Be,  If  not  for  the  misconceptions  of  a  lower 
description  of  people,  who  may  have  imagmed 
that  a  more  aspect  able  order  of  persons  liad 
the  same  passions  and  dispoF»ition£  as  theni^ 
selves,  i  CAnuot  attribute  the  accusation 
Altogether,  lo  the  irregular  proceedings  gotng 
forward  for  some  tiuve  in  this  pan  of  the 
country;  but  rather  lo  vague  charges^  which 
I  have  read  with  concern,  brought  as^inst  a 
descriplion  of  persons,  tbt-  calamitks  of  whose 
anccFiors  must  have  peculiarly  mfluenccd  to  a 
demeanor  directly  the  contrary. 

However  ruinous  the  charges  against  the 
iadjvidtmh  jnav  be,  tliat  alone  does  not  termi- 

Mate  the   miiitctief,    I'h^se  reports  will    ̂ o 
Mi^md.^Uiey  mil  ht  carried  lo  itic  seal 

government  i  and  it  b  impossible  to  say  what 
impressions  may  be  made  there  to  the  disad- 

vantage of  a  great  portion  of  our  countrymen. 
But,  would  to  God !  the  powers  in  Englaaid 
were  present  this  day,  to  hear  the  charges 
made  against  a  respectable  body  of  persons, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 

attempted  to  be  proved. 
It  belongs  to  nit  lo  speak  only  of  three  per- 

sons, Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Hani  til,  and  Mr.  Dda- 
hoydc.  It  is  not  the  unhoused  villain  and 
profligate  vagabond  upon  whom  you  sit  in 
judgment.  It  is  the  opulent  and  re^pcc table 
merchant, —the  man  who  owes  every  thing 
to  his  public  character.  This  is  the  descrip* 
tion  of  men  to  be  tried,— It  cannot  possibly 
be  imagined,  that  the  plan  had  bceii  formed 
to  excite  previous  prejudices  in  their  favour. 
If  it  was,  the  manner  of  their  arrest  and  sub- 
setjucnl  treatment  showb  them  to  have  beei) 

raucli  disappointed  .^Mr.  Bird  was  taken  out 
of  his  bcu  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  and 
brought  lo  the  capital,  under  a  military  guard, 
aRcr  a  very  uncomfortable  imprisonment  of 
one  night  in  the  town-house.— He  was  not 
indulged  in  the  common  decencies  of  impri- 

sonment— nor  suffered  to  enjoy  the  visits  of 
his  friends — an  indulgence  permitted  to  the 
most  flagitious  criminals,  however  low  their 
description.— Pen  and  ink  were  denied  him ; 
and  he  was  brought  to  the  capital,  and  there 
lodged  among  the  vilest  malefactors. — He  ap- 
plied  to  the  court  of  King's-bench  to  be  ad- 
mi  tteii  to  bail,  fancying  from  his  clvaracter  be 
would  be  admitted. — 'that  was  denied  hitU.^ 
From  this,  it  might  be  imagined,  thai  there 
was  some  respectable  witness  or  pro&ecutor  of 
character  to  criminate  him.— You  have  all 
seen  and  heard  them. 

I  certainly  consider,  that  when  crimes  of 
this  kind  are  committed,  it  must  be  necess&tv 
that  some  of  the  parries  concerned  should 
turn  approver ; — I  am  weTI  aware,  that  td 
shut  out  such  from  (examination,  would  be  ttM 
stop  public  justice;  but  yet,  I  did  imagiDe^ 
that  in  tiie  present  case  some  respectable  wit- 

ness woubl  come  forward  to  disclose  the  tur- 
pitude of  the  offence.— To  support  the  enor- 

mous charges  in  the  Indictment,  one  Murphy 
lias  been  produced.  But,  as  gentlemen  who 
ar^  chosen  to  decide  on  a  matter,  upon  the 
issue  of  which  the  safety  of  a  ereat  part  of 
the  population  of  Ireland  depends,  I  aiik  yott, 
—-is  there  safety  for  the  life  of  any  man,  if 
the  testimony  ol'^such  a  v»itness  has  weight  in 
a  court  of  justice  ? — Upon  his  examinatioaf 
he  declared  to  the  learned  judge,  that  he  had 
been  examined  be  fore,  at  Duudalk,  and  ac- 
knowkdged,  that  there  the  jury  showed  oo 
respect  to  his  evidence ;  and  therefore  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  examined  !  To  decide  on  the 

evidence  of  a  man  having  such  ap^rehensiona 
of  himself,  a  jury  shouhf  decide  with  eiLtreme 
caution.  The  man  to  Ije  believed  '^" 
spectable  jury  against  respectable  ̂  
Mut^V\^'j  t^rirk&^iiKdty  a  roober  by 

,0\? 
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flagitiotis  nature,  and  discharged  out  of 
url  by  proclaraalion. — If  you  Ixjlieve  him, 
u  must  ciedii  llie  testimony  of  a  man  who 
knowledges  himself  to  have  fired  shols  into 
c  house  of  Mr.  M'CUntock  with  an  intent 
comnivl  murder.  When  the  pro-iecutor 
ged  these  examioations,  it  appears  he  was 
gaol,  in  actual  custody. 
U  is  now  for  you  to  consider,  whether  in 

your  unbiassed  judgment  the  story  hangs  well 
together? — Mr.  Bird  and  Mr.  HamilT,  it  h 
well  known,  exerted  Ihemi^elves  much  in  for- 
ivarding  the  cau&c  of  the  Roman  CathoHcs. 
You  are  told,  these  gentlemen  formed  com' 
mittees  in  alehouses; — that  Ihcy  there  asso- 

ciated with  the  vileH  miscreants,  to  assassi- 
iimte  the  Protestants  of  Ihc  land,  at  a  time 
when  the  object  they  had  in  view  was  going 

on  prospcrou-jiy  in  the  legislature  of  the  oa- 
|ion  ! — ^Is  it  likely,  that  at  such  a  period,  they 

uld  form  a  plot  for  the  extermiuation  of 
ir  Protestant  fellow-subjects  ? — Such  a 

supposition  is  contrary  to  common  sense.  Is 
it  likely  thai  a  country  reduced  to  such  an 

dnUapm*  state,  that  manufacturers  are  in  a 
state  01  requisition  fur  the  fabrication  of  arms, 
should  be  considered  an  eligible  market  for 
their  purchase  ? — It  is  to  inc  peculiarly 
nauseous  to  take  up  much  of  your  lime  in  de- 
!»cribing  the  character  of  a  wretch  like  Mur- 

phy, I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  the  matter 
most  worthy  ot  your  cu^nsideration. — Some  of 
the  jury  who  sit  here  to  day,  sat  in  this  court 
yesterday.  They  must  have  heard  the  obser- 

vations made  hy  the  learned  jud<je  who  pre- 
sided— "  If  (said  llie  Icarued  judge)  a  wit* 

ncss  forswears  himself  in  any  material  cir- 
cumstance making  a  substantive  part  of  the 

accusation  upon  which  the  prosecution  is 
funded,  the  rest  of  hii  evidence,  although 
It  roay  be  true,  sliould  be  discredited. "~I 
speak  this  in  the  recollection  of  aevenil  gen- 
tJemcD  present.  If  I  have  stated  it  wrung,  I 
am  sure  they  will  set  me  nght.— Gentlemen, 
I  now  call  upon  you  to  jjut  this  principle  in 
praclicc. — Murphy  swore  in  his  examinations, 
that  be  saw  money  distributed  at  the  com- 

ittce  upon  several  limes  and  occasions ;  and 
t  all  the  persons  charged  gave  the  exami- 
nt  money  at  several  times.  Does  not  all 
is  appear,  from  his  own  evidence,  to  be 
"se? 

Gentlemen,  upon  such  an  occasion  as  this, 
ere  is  no  man  but  may  be  drawn  beyond 
e  line  of  cairn  discussion.  For  that  reason, 
have  studiously  endeavoured  to  argue  the 

sul^yect  coolly  ;  and  therefore,  to  come  to  a 
cod  examination  of  facts.— Did  Murphy,  in 
his  examination,  swear  he  gut  money  iVom  all 
the  traversers  at  the  bar,  and  did  he  an  the 

table  swear,  he  got  money  but  from  one  ? — 
And  is  there  any  jury  that  will  be  so  baso,  as 
to  found  a  conviction  upon  surh  evidence  ?^ 
I  am  well  aware,  gentlemen,  that  nothing  is 
more  strongly  corroborative  of  tlie  truth  of  an 
evidence^  tnan  little  accidcnud  deviations  in 
immalenal  circum;>t4]]cc?^.  Jlw  prcdoit  luu^t 

appear  to  you,  however,  quite  a  contrary  case. 
NVhat  has  he  said  of  arms?— In  his  exami- 

nation it  is  stated,  thai  he  saw  a  box  of  arms 
landed  at  Aimagassin  and  distributed. — What 
has  he  said  himself  on  the  table? — That  he 
did  not  see  them  distributed,  but  laid  against 
a  wall. — Is  thi%  no  material  circumstance  in 

the  prosecution  ?  If  you  ask,  is  it  material?  I 
tell  you,  it  is.  It  is  a  part  of  the  charge  for 
procuring  and  distributing  arms  for  the  aboli> 
tion  of  the  Protestant  government.  I  speak 
in  the  presence  of  the  court,  and  in  the  pre- 

sence of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  my 
personal  respect  for  whom  prevents  me  from 
saying  what  he  knows  I  think  of  his  conducL 

— ^I'he  procuring  of  arms  for  the  purpose  spe- 
cified is  a  circumstance  highly  malerial  to  the 

prosecution.  It  amounts  to  an  act  of  high 
treason.  I  mention  this,  to  show,  upon  that 
fact  you  have  certain  evidence  of  perjury. 
You  have  better  evidence  of  the  fact,  than 
if  he  had  been  mdictcd  for  perjury. — You  have 
the  man  confronted  by  his  own  oath.  When 
a  man  swears  two  ways  upon  the  same  fact, 
it  is  physically  impossible  tliat  he  should  nat 
be  perjured. 

There  is  another  person  brought  forward  as 
a  witness  in  this  prosecution,  whose  state  ia 
society  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.— He  was 
indicted  —  tried  —  canvicted  —  paidoncd=-  tn- 
iiUcd^daserted — retaken — -brtmght  togaoi^  and 
becwnti  an  approver  f  If,  gentle  men,  you  apply 

the  same  rule  to  this  man,  you  are  to  con- 
sider, has  he  also  perjured  himself  in  a  mate- 

rial fact  ? — Gentlemen,  it  is  tor  you  to  exer- 
cise your  judgment  in  this  affair= — I  had  not 

the  informations.  It  was  impossible  for  me 
to  know  any  thing  about  Ticrnan  ;  impossible 
for  me  to  be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  of  his 
having  lodged  an  information  against  him,  as 
he  denied  it  on  the  table. — In  the  informa- 

tion read  by  his  lordship,  the  examinant  says, 

he  knew  the  place  of  Tiernan's  abode ;  that 
he  has  been  ac<|uaintcd  with  him  intmmtely 
for  six  vears ;  and  saw  him  frequenlly  at  the 
Defenders  committees,  in  company  with  the 
traversers. — What  is  his  evidence  now  ?  Di- 

rectly the  reverse.  You  have  heard  him 
swear,  tliat  he  never  saw  Tiernan  at  any  of 

the  meetings.— Yoti  have  heard  more.— You 
have  heard  him  swear,  that  he  never  swore  so. 

His  lordship  asked  him,  could  he  have  sworn 
to  that  effect  and  forgotten  it  ?— He  swears 
positively  not.  Here  is  a  direct  and  irrecoa- 
cileable  contradictiou  between  his  examina- 

tion sworn  before  a  tnagistrale,  and  his  testi- 
mony on  this  table.  And  here  gentlemen, 

you  must  be  convinced,  that  it  is  impossible 
he  could  be  forsworn  in  so  material  a  fact,  if 
not  intentionally.  You  must  see  clearly  that 
he  ia  deliberately  forsworn. 

Indeed,  if  it  was  not  known  by  unfortunate 
experience,  and  particularly  in  many  recent 
instances,  it  could  scarcely  be  conceived,  that 

such  abominable  turpitude  could  fi.ttd  ̂ V^*:A 

in  any  Imman  Xiem^, — Vv  cw\^  sokS-wv-^^fc 
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rational  and  immortal  soul,  would  dciiberatdy 
come  tbrward,  to  forswear  bimself  in  a  court 

of  juitice,  a  ad  in  the  face  ot'  heaven  to  **  bear 
false  witness  agairist  his  neighbour/'  under 
auch  circumstanceSj  as  if  credit^d^  mu$t 
cauie  th^  life  of  the  accused  to  be  forfeited. 

Such  acta  cao  oniy  proc43cd  from  minds  the 
most  obdurate.  It  yo«  see  ibis  done  ia  the 
^re^ent  case,  you  must  consider  it  a  crime 
igainst  a  great  Ixidy  of  jour  fellow- subjects, 
and  tecidlug  directly  to  disunite  the  people. 
It  must  be  of  high  consideration  to  you,  that 
wheo  you  acquit,  you  will  be  able  to  say,  you 
do  not  merely  acquit  because  ynu  cannot  con- 

cern a  ;  but  yuu  aci^uit  from  a  secondary  mo- 
tive, of  discountenancing  the  persecution  of 

any  particular  description  of  people. 
The  gentlemen  here  to- day  si  your  bar  are 

inefchant?^  men  whose  most  valuable  pro^ 
perty  13  the  iDtegrity  of  their  characters. 
They  have  correFipondcMs  in  foreign  coun- 

tries, in  Great  Britain,  for  mslance.  What 
effect  then  must  it  have,  vriitn  read  in  foreign 
newspapcra,  that  such  and  such  men  were 
4sken  tip,  to  be  tried  for  rebellion  against 
ttie  laws  of  the  country  where  they  live  ? 
How  win  any  merchant  in  England  be  able 
ta  discover,  whether  they  may  not  really  be 
ttuiliy  ofihe  crime  against  society  with  which 

iniiy  are  charged  ?— I  know  fmm  recent  ex- 
|»erience,  that  an  acqniitiil,  however  honour- 
tbJe,  does  not  wipe  off  the  aspersion  which 

ituch  charges  cast  on  men's  characters.  I 
have  particularly  experienced  it  in  a  neigh - 
Ijouring  county.  I  have  there  been  asked, 
^Jid  not  I  fhmk  Fay  had  a  lucky  escape  ! — 
1  am  aware,  gentlemen,  you  must  have  a, 
conviction,  that  what  has  been  brought  for- 
ivardi  in  evidence,  is  false ;  but  where  allega- 

tions of  this  sort  arc  made,  it  is  proper  to 
try  them  in  the  most  public  tniinncr. — I  know 
youi  cliaracterfi,  and  i  Ihmk  you  will  not  con- 
lent  yourselveH  with  a  mere  acquittal.  It 
ihould  no  I  be  alone—it  should  be  accompa- 
fdied  by  something  calculated  to  do  away  ihe 
unjust  impulatious  upon  the  churacters  of  the 
accused. —If,  however,  you  consider  farther 
evidence  nere»«ar^,  or  feel  any  di&satisfiLc- 
lion  upon  your  minds,  we  can  produce  two  or 
4hree  wiinessea. 

^airkk  Jfi^tf^-— Examined  by  Mr.  Recorder, 

I  believe,  air,  you  arc  a  mere  ban  t  in  the 
town  cf  Drot^hedaf— I  am. 

Do  you  kK'jvf  the  triverser*? — I  know  the 
traver^erK,  HaioilL  Bird,  Ddahoyde,  Kead, 
and  VVjilsh. 

Were  ymt  present  in  court,  when  Grtracs, 
the  iiist  wiioe&a,  gave  t'videnc*^  f — I  was. 

Pray  did  you  know  ium  before  you  saw 
bim  on  the  t^hlc^-^I  never  to  my  knowledge 
aaw  him  belure,  or  ipoke  a  wor^  lo  him  sin^e 
I  wa&i  bom. 

That  man  pointed  you  out  as  being  present 
At  a  committee  in  the  hou$e  of  Sheridan  P—I 
was  never  in  that  house  in  my  life,  nor  Viave 

^  ercr  seen  Omue$  pfescni  St  any  comDEUUea. 

Ctiurt. —  You  say,  you  were  nevtr  in  thai 
house?— Not  to  ray  knowledge* 

Court.  —  Do  you  know  Sheridan**  house  ? ^I  do  not, 

Qmrt*  —  Were  you  ever  in  either  of  the 

other  houses^  Walsh's  or  Cainlt^s  P^^I  have  y 
but  never  in  company  with  that  man. 

Wtreyoueverat  acommitieeof  Defietidersf 
— I  wa&  not ;  nor  do  I  know  who  are  De- 

fenders but  from  hearsay,  I  am  no  Defender, 

nor  have  I  ever  sal  in  any  committee  of  De- fenders. 

Were  you  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Cam* 
tnittee  in  this  towB  ?^I  wa% 

Did  they  ever  meet  tn  the  bouse  of  Sht- 
ridan  or  CahiH  I — Not  in  my  time. 

Where  did  they  meelf — ^Al  Divin's. 
Feier  CahiU  sworn. — EKaniined  by  Mr ,  Ble^k' 

Where  do  you  live  ?— In  West-street  m  Ihii town. 

Do  you  keep  a  public-house  ? — I  do. 
Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  oatne  of 

Bernard  Grimeaf— I  never  saw  the  person, 
to  my  knowledge,  before  this  day.  There 
was  a  person  who  called  one  morning  at  my 
house, — he  sat  in  a  room  in  the  luwer  part  of 
the  bouse  where  all  peuple  are  admitted  pro- 

miscuously, and  took  a  naggin  of  whiskey;  I 
was  told  alter  he  went  away  that  it  was  i^p- 
tain  Grimes. 

Do  you  know  of  any  committee  of  De- 
fenders having  been  held  in  your  house  F — 

Never.  Nor  do  I  know  anyone  to  be  a 
Defender,  nor  where  they  have  held  their raceiiugs. 

Did  ever  a  committee  of  any  sort  meet  at 

your  house P — No;  except  you  call  the  esta- 
blished corporations  of  tiade^  comnutteei. 

There  never  was  a  meeting  in  the  form  of  a 
committee  in  my  hou^e.  Tlierc  are  very  res- 

pectable gentlemen  of  this  town,  who  have 
met  ill  my  house  these  two  years  past,  twice 
a  week.  They  meet  in  a  room  up  Slairt, 
where  none  but  genteel  company  are  ad- 
milled.  Some  of  them  are  aldermen  of  the 

town.  The  cnmpany  is  mixed,  consisting  of 

Proteiitants  and  lioman  Catholics,  as  lo)**!, 
and  as  attached  to  the  constitution,  as  any 
subjects  his  majesty  has.  I,  for  my  own 
part,  wa?  &o  aUonished  at  hearine  myself  ae^ 
cused,  thit  if  I  bad  not  been  called  on,  I  wt$ 
just  coming  into  the  court  to  petition  to  be 
tried  immediateiy,  being  fully  convinced  that 
all  he  swore  was  a  lie. 

Dfj  you  believe  that  what  the  approveri 
Murphy  and  Grimes  have  sworn  against  the 
traversers  is  false  i^-l  am  sure  it  is  completeJj false. 

Cross-eiamined  by  Mr.  S^iurin. 

You  say  you  are  a  publican  in  this  tows, 

but  do  not  entertain  persons  in  your  r*"*"* 
up  stairs  but  respectable  character'' 
fi.oi?,Vkave  you  ever  seen  the  ml  , 

\ 
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pmX  mayor  often*    The  present  mayor  docs 
not,  I  believe,  go  to  any  public- house. 

Have  yuu  ever  9€cn  Mr.  Harman  there  ? — 
No. 

Have  you  ever  seen  Mr,  M*Cay  in  your 
house } — Yes,  t  ii^vG  seen  both  him  and  Mr. 
llamiU  frequently  in  that  mixed  corapany. 

Doej  Mr.  Bird  resorl  your  house  ? — ^Very 
^Idom.  About  two  year^  ago,  he  imported 
some  porter,  some  of  which  I  bought  from 
^im.  After  thnt,  he  came  once  or  twice  and 
took  a  pint;  but  I  cousidlcred  him  a  very  bad 
custumt-r,  aiid  would  as  hcf  he  would  not 
come  at  all. 

Jamet  Sheridan  iwom.  —  Examined  by  Mr. 
BaU. 

Do  you  know  Dcvitt?— I  ha?e  seen  him. 
Was  he  ever  in  your  house  I — Yes. 
And  up  suirai' — 1  believe  not. 
Where  ̂   you  live  ?— In  Laurence-street, 
Do  you  Jcnow  the  traversers^  Bird,  Ilamitlj 

mud  Delahoyde  t — I  do. 
Did  they  ever  sit  in  committee  in  your 

iKHise  P — Never;  they  could  not  be  there  un- 
known to  me. 

Did  they  never  come  to  your  house,  on  any 
bufioess?— I  never  saw  them  in  my  house. 

Did  any  company  of  Defenders  ever  come 
to  your  liouse? — Several  people  have  come  to 
niy  houM,  that  might  be  Defenders.  I  don't 
know  that  any  Defender  wss  ever  in  my 
liottiie. 

Have  you  any  room  above  stairs  ?— Yes ;  I 
have  one  tor  yam,  and  one  for  vrmrping. 
There  i%  only  one  more,  for  soldiers. 

What  trade  arc  you  ?— Are  you  a  wearer  ? 
— 1  am,  sir. 

Is  there  a  bed  in  your  room  up  stairs  front- 
ing the  street,  and  a  lable  and  forms  i — Th?re 

vras  no  bed  iu  thai  room  Ihuse  two  years  and 
upwards,  oiily  once  about  six  months  ago, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  fix  one  m  it  for  a  cor- 

poral and  his  wife,  tliat  were  billeted  on  me. 

WiUiam  DUhn,  esq.  sworn. — Examined  by 
Mr.  Recorder, 

DoTOu  know  Thomas  Murphy  the  prose- 
cutor f— I  do. 

How  long  ?— I  know  him  about  two  years, 
I  look  him  for  robbijig  an  old  priest  at  the 
Naul,  of  niociy  ye»rs  old. 

Do  yuu  thtnk  hifu  a  pf  rson  entitled  to  ere- 
dil  in  a  court  of  justice  ?— I  do  not.  From 
my  knowledge  of  him,  and  the  general  report 
there  is  no  worse  chamcler. 

Alderman  Scltoutft  sworn.  —  Examined  by 
Mr,  D0661. 

Do  you  know  Thomas  Murphy  that  has 
been  examined  ?— I  do. 

Do  you  believe  him  to  be  a  person  entitled 
to  credit? — I  do  not  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Court  may  think ;  but  I  am  sure  be  is  a 
bad  character,  and  not  to  be  believed. 

Alderman  Ackland  sworn,  —  Examined  by 
Mr.  Hawthorne, 

Do  you   know  the  proKculor  Thamaa 

Murphy?— I  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  infa- mous cnaracter,  that  does  not  deserve  credit 
As  a  magistrate,  I  can  speak  with  more  ccr 
tainty,  and  I  know  him  to  be  infamous. 

Mr.  Dobh$, — Bein^  concerned  for  two  of 
the  traversers,  I  shall  bring  forward  one  or 
two  witnesses  as  to  the  character  of  Grimes, 
the  other  approver.  It  will  not  detain  the 
Court  many  minut«s. 

Dennit  Head  sworn.— Examined  by  Mr, 
Dotbs. 

Do  you  know  the  general  character  of 
Grimes  the  prosecutor? — I  do. 

Do  you  think  he  is  worthy  of  credit  in  a 
court  of  justice  I — ^I  think  not.  He  is  a  roan 
of  an  infamous  character. 

Cross  examined  by  the  Attorney  Geniral. 

How  long  do  you  know  Grimes? — About 
two  years. 

Do  you  believe  Mr.  Bird  to  be  a  gentleman 
of  character,  and  that  if  Mr.  Bird  gave  Grimes 
a  character  he  should  be  behevedf — I  am 
sure  if  Mr.  Bird  really  knew  his  character,  he 
would  not  give  him  a  good  one. 
Heverend  Thomas  Counsel  sworn  .—Examined 

by  Mr.  Recorder. 

You,  sir,  are  a  clergyman,  I  presume  P— I 
am. 
Where  do  von  oflBciate  ?  —  In  Turfetkan 

and  Monaster Doyce. 
Tell  the  gentlemen  what  you  know  Mr. 

Bird  and  Mr.  H;imill  did  at  your  chapel  two 
years  ago  ? — ►Thev  did  every  tiling  m  their 
power  to  dissuade  the  people  from  having 
any  concern  in  the  riotous  proceedings  of  the 
Defenders. 

CrossMsxamined  by  Mr.  B/PCartney. 

Did  you  curse  any  one  in  your  chapel  for 
bein^  an  approver?  — Never;    Grimes  was 
mentioned  m  the  chapel  as  an  infamous  cha- 

racter, with  whom  the  people  should  have 

I  nothing  to  do. 
Patrick   TiVniim,  tailor,  sworn. — E.xamined 

by  Mr.  Dobbs. 
Mr,  Dobbi.^l  produce  this  evidence  to 

show  that  Grimes  swore  falsely  as  to  the  coat. 
Do  you  know  Bernard  Gnmes,  the  man 

examined  ?— I  do. 
Were  you  employed  to  buy  a  coat  for  him  ? —I  was. 

Did  you  get  money  for  it  ?— No. 
Whom  did  you  get  the  coat  from  ? — From 

Mr.  Linton. 

Did  you  get  money  from  any  one?<~I  did not 

Where  did  you  get  the  coat?— At  Mr.  lin- ton*s  &hop. 

Where  did  you  take  measure  of  Grimes  ? — In  eaol. 

Did  >ou  takt  mta&\ii^i  <>^  VC\m  ̂ x^n  ̂ ^^  "^^ 




